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Part of a Ploy for $3.9 Billion Loan

Witch-hunt Against Trotskyism in Britain

By Michael Baumann

In a smear campaign reminiscent of the
tactics utilized by the late Senator Joseph
McCarthy in the United States, Britain’s
major capitalist daily, the Times of Lon-
don, has opened a witch-hunt branding
British Trotskyists as extremist “infiltra-
tors” who have won influence in the
Labour party through mastery of undemo-

cratic methods of manipulation.

The main target of the attack has been
the grouping of Labour party members
who support the views of the Militant, a
weekly newspaper published in London by
an editorial board that has a Trotskyist
background. A prominent member of the
editorial board is Ted Grant, a veteran of
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the British Trotskyist movement.

The campaign, which is plainly a
carefully orchestrated effort, appears to
have been mounted by leading members of
the Labour party in collusion with key
representatives of British capitalism.

In a series of speeches in early De-
cember, three of the most prominent
leaders of the Labour party—former Prime
Minister Harold Wilson, Prime Minister
James Callaghan, and party General
Secretary Ronald Hayward—not only
endorsed the witch-hunt but helped carry it
several steps further.

An article in the December 5 London
Sunday Times, under the headline “Wilson
joins in battle against the infiltrators,”
reports the Labour party tops’ poisonous
contribution:

SIR HAROLD WILSON yesterday joined
forces with his successor as Prime Minister,
James Callaghan, in calling for urgent action to
save the Labour party from a take-over by
extremist infiltrators whom he described as
“small and unrepresentative groups.”

Callaghan’s fierce denunciation of recent
events in local Labour parties was made in Leeds
on Frniday night but only became generally
known yesterday. He told party workers that the
most hateful slogans he had heard recently were:
“What do we want? Everything! When do we
want it? Now!” “That’s not socialism, that's
fascism,” Callaghan said. “There are too many
of these people who have infiltrated this party
already. Get them out!”

Ostensibly at issue are the efforts of
Militant supporters and other Labour
party activists to replace certain Labour
party candidates in the next elections with
candidates deemed more responsive to
protecting workers’ rights and living
standards.

Since candidates are chosen by party
members active in local Labour party
constituencies, the fight has tended to take
place on the local level, particularly in
‘areas represented by the most reactionary
Labour MPs. A handful of Labour MPs
profess concern for the safety of their
parliamentary seats.

If this were all that were involved,
however, it would be difficult to explain
the sustained campaign waged in the
capitalist press and the enlistment of
Labour’s top guns in the cause. In reality,
the stakes are far higher.

The redbaiting campaign was launched
during Callaghan’s secret negotiations
with the International Monetary Fund for
a $3.9 billion loan, designed to ease the
present difficulties of British capital. The
IMF, dominated by Britain's chief competi-
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tors in the United States and West Ger-
many, has prescribed considerable belt-
tightening as a prerequisite for granting
the loan.

Britain’s rulers adopted a double tactic.
They bowed to the pressure of the IMF to
put the squeeze on the working class; at
the same time they wrung their hands for
mercy, pointing to the danger of a revolu-
tion in Britain (the Trotskyist threat being
proof) and the need for help from abroad to
combat it.

As an initial step, the Labour party
government announced December 15 a
two-year program of social-spending cuts
totalling $4.2 billion, as well as tax in-
creases.

The new cuts, coming on top of previous
slashes earlier this year, can be expected to
ignite further protests by hard-pressed
workers, A particular target will be the
Callaghan government, which claims to be
acting in the interest of labor.

These facts provide the real perspective
for examining the course of the witch-hunt
campaign.

The slanders against supporters of the
Militant actually date back to at least
November 1975, when the Labour party
leadership drew up a venomous document
known as the Underhill report. This
document, which purports to detail “entry-
ist activities” in the Labour party, devotes
a section to alleged activities of the
Militant supporters.

Portions of the document were leaked to
the press at the time, but the failure of the
redbaiting effort to take hold proved
sufficiently embarrassing to persuade the
Labour party National Executive Commit-
tee (NEC) to table the report and take no
further action on it. Matters rested there
for almost a year.

Accordingly, the opening salvo in the
current phase of the campaign, which
appeared in the form of an article on the
front page of the London Times November
29, is worth examining with care. Reporter
Neville Hodgkinson wrote:

Infiltration of the Labour Party by a Trotsky-
ist group seeking the creation of a mass
revolutionary Marxist party in Britain is causing
widespread concern among Labour officials,
constituency workers and MPs.

Details of its aims and methods have emerged
in Bradford, where it is at the heart of secret
preparations for an attempt to remove from the
House of Commons Mr Edward Lyens, QC,

1976 in Review

In this issue of Intercontinental Press,
the last one of 1976, we present a series
of articles summarizing the major events
and trends that typified world politics
throughout the year.

After a two-week break, we will resume
publication with the issue dated January
17, which will contain the index for our
Spanish-language articles.
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Labour member for Bradford, West.

An interview with a former Labour Party
branch secretary in the city who was drawn for a
while into the fringes of the group's activities
will be published in The Times tomorrow. He
says that it has its own area officials, full-time
regional and national organizers, fund-raising
machinery, secret “manifesto,” and six MPs
closely associated with its views.

It also has a printing works in London and at
the centre of its activities a well produced weekly
newspaper of 12 pages, Militant, described as
“the Marxist paper for labour and youth.”

The threat to Mr Lyons arises from a coalition
of forces, with militant supporters playing a key
role. The MP’s opponents have control of three of
the seven members’ branches and are
seeking new members, so that they can increase
the number of delegates they send to the
constituency party’s general management com-
mittee,

A branch can send an extra delegate for every
ten new members it has on its books. There has
been heavy recruitment this year. . ..

So far, the case against Militant support-
ers is limited to one party constituency,
with charges against them amounting to
being “Marxists,” publishing a “well
produced weekly newspaper of 12 pages,”
and being among the most active recruit-
ers of new members to the Labour party.

More specifics are provided:

One of those at the heart of the militant
campaign is Mr Keith Narey, chairman of the
Manningham branch, a mature student on a
peace studies course at Bradford University.
Aged about 30, he is a leading light on the
management committee and on socialist student
organizations at the University and Bradford
College.

He also attends meetings of the local branch of
the Labour Party Young Socialists, which has
grown considerably in numbers and influence in
the past year. The organization is under the
control of militant supporters nationally.

To be noted here is the suggestion that
prominent Militant supporters have also
been overly zealous in building the Labour
party’s youth arm which, apparently as a
result of their activity, has “grown consid-
erably in size and influence.”

Additional particulars follow:

Until recently Mr Narey lived at 2 Fairbank
Terrace, Bradford, where three other militant
supporters, all either students or former students,
still reside. They are: Mr Stephen Davison,
secretary of Manningham branch, who graduat-
ed last year and is now understood to be working
in a foundry; Mr Geoffrey Kernan, secretary of
the Bradford Labour Party Young Socialists; and
Mr Peter Watson, another management commit-
tee delegate from Manningham branch.

Mr Kernan sometimes takes over a table at the
front of management meetings to mount a
display of militant newspapers and literature.

Equally suspect is their choice of asso-
ciates:

The militant group rely for some of their
support on Bengali members of the party headed
by Mr Manawa Hussain, an Asian leader in
Bradford who in 1972 became the first Asian
alderman in the United Kingdom. Although not
a left-winger by inclination, he has allied himself
with the extreme left because, he says, he has

London Evening News

SIR HAROLD

always found it prepared to support the Asian
cause, whereas he has met prejudice and resist-
ance from a racialist element in the party
establishment,

A brief accompanying item, headlined
“Warning on ‘infiltration,”” undertakes to
convey the gravity of the threat. It reports
the call by a member of the Labour party
National Executive Committee for a “fresh
look at how far ‘militant Trotskyists’ had
infiltrated the party’:

Mr John Cartwright, MP for Greenwich,
Woolwich East, said that the latest attempt to
infiltrate the party was ‘“very much broader,
very much larger, than anything we have seen
before." The party was more vulnerable than it
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had ever been. “It does not any longer have the
sort of mass membership which enables it to
fight off these attempted infiltrations.” . . .

He said that the report on Trotskyists by the
party’s national agent, Mr Reginald Underhill,
should be brought up to date and submitted to
the national executive committee.

On its front page the following day, the
Times featured excerpts from the state-
ment by an informer, one Robert Hallam,
promised in the previous article. Hallam
explained the pernicious success of Mili-
tant supporters as being obtained by the
following means:

They infiltrate a ward party, planting a
supporter in it, and when they have gotten
sufficient support to control it they move on to
another. . . .

They also work inside the Labour Party Young
Socialists, building them up in each area as a
base for operation.

The campaign was stepped up December
1, with the Times printing two redbaiting
articles and an editorial-page column. The
main article was extravagantly headlined:
“Activities of ‘Militant’ group in Bradford
alleged to be undermining the unity and
strength of the party: 12 Labour MPs
‘fearful of moves by Trotskyists to oust
them.’”

To be noted is the inverse proportion
between the escalation of sensationalistic
charges and the dwindling of names,
dates, places, or any other supporting
“facts.”

About a dozen Labour MPs are secretly fearful
for their future because of a threat from the
extreme left similar to that facing Mr Edward
Lyons, QC, MP for Bradford West, according to
an MP in a neighbouring constituency. . . .

Mr Thomas Torney, Labour MP for Bradford,
South, says that although he has “a few way-out
left-wing people,” including Militant supporters,
on his own management committee, he knows of
no threat against himself at present.

But from discussions with colleagues at the
Commons, most of whom are reluctant to speak
of their fears publicly, he estimates that about a
dozen Labour MPs whose cases have not been
publicized are under threat because of moves in
their constituencies. A dozen others are finding
themselves subject from time to time to hostile
motions passed at poorly attended meetings by
the activists, who nevertheless are far from
having a management committee majority.

In addition, Mr Torney says, there are between
50 and 100 constituencies where Militant sup-
porters or similar groups are “a bit of a
nuisance” because of the organized and vigorous
ways in which they seek to “educate” the party
and the public concerning their views.

In the same issue, right-wing Labour MP
Douglas Eden enthusiastically endorses
the witch-hunt against the “Trotskyites,”
suggesting only that it not be limited to
them:

The NEC has failed to stop and even refused to
discuss the reported infiltrations which are no
longer seriously in dispute. The NEC selected a
leading young Trotskyite militant, Mr Andy
Bevan, as the party’s national youth officer from
a field of 20 candidates on the eve of the party
conference. Why do the trade union leaders not
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put a stop to this? The Trotskyites take the flak
for the party’s swing to the left, but it is the trade
union leaders who effectively if inadvertently
and unintentionally underwrite the swing.

Having temporarily exhausted fresh

/ ;
/“

CALLAGHAN

material, the December 2 issue of the
Times rehashed the Underhill report under
the headline, “Decision not to publish
report on Trotskyists angers and frustrates
regional organizers: Labour inaction on
warning ‘spurred left-wing infiltration.’”
To be noted is the fact that the words in
single gquotation marks in the headline
appear nowhere in the article.

An article in the December 4 Times
reworked the now somewhat stale Under-
hill report, this time under the headline,
“*Militant’ endeavours to establish a
group of MPs: The Trotskyists’ hidden
aims.”

So, the outbursts by Wilson and Callagh-
an, in time for the weekend editions
December 5, came at an opportune mo-
ment. They were not enough, however, to
prevent a note of skepticism from entering,
particularly in the American press. New
York Times correspondent Robert B. Sem-
ple, Jr., cabled the following report from
London December 10:

Prime Minister James Callaghan, his prede-
cessor, Sir Harold Wilson, and the general
secretary of the governing Labour Party have
joined some of this country’s newspapers in
warning against a party takeover by “extremist
infiltrators,” mainly youthful Trotskyists. Judg-
ing by the headlines given these warnings, the
average British reader could easily conclude that
the party is ripe for takeover, if not already in
bondage. In fact, the militants are few in
number, and only about a dozen seats in
Parliament are being seriously challenged.

In the same vein, columnist C.L. Sulz-
berger said in the December 15 New York
Times:

. in reality, the “Reds under the beds”
inquiry bruited in British headlines is much ado
about little and isn't anywhere near the same
category of such important questions as will the
British economy pick up or will the United
Kingdom survive at all. . . .

Why then were such pains taken in
Britain to portray the Labour party as
“ripe for takeover”? Was this perhaps
intended primarily for international con-
sumption, as a bargaining ploy in the IMF
negotiations? Is that why Sir Harold, who
is much better known abroad than his
successor, was brought out of retirement?
Persuasive evidence exists for this view.

Arguing for moderation from the IMF,
an editorial page column by Fritz Stern in
the December 6 New York Times sounds
many of the same underlying themes as
Wilson and Callaghan but mentions the
Trotskyists only in passing. The difference
is that he has no need for shrill headlines
more suitable for an ongoing, front-page
campaign. Stern writes:

Given the British performance, it is not
surprising that fiscal experts insist that radical
cuts in public expenditures should precede a new
loan. . . . |But] fiscal wisdom can be political
folly; economic stringency applied at the wrong
time can set in motion political events that
produce an unimaginable upheaval. In the
1930’s, the guardians of fiscal orthodoxy clung to
“sound” policies that brought about social catas-
trophe.

There are sound reasons for helping—without
demanding Draconian reforms. . . .

The response of foreign leaders has to be finely
calibrated: Massive austerity could produce a
violent reaction that would be harmful to both
major parties.

Stern asks his Wall Street readers:
Suppose the Labour party were turned out
of office by the Conservatives. Could they
be expected to be as successful as the
Labour party in applying austerity?

Will the trade unions accept from Mrs.
Thatcher, whom they would immediately brand
as “a class enemy,” what they would deny their
own party? A return of the Tories with mounting
unemployment could well turn the hope of social
peace into the certainty of social conflict. The
Labour party might finally split; a new socialist
party, with a Trotskyist core and its class anger,
would constitute the most radical party in
Europe.

* * *

It is no accident that in seeking a
plausible focus for their undercurrent of
fear, the redbaiters centered their fire on
the Trotskyists. The truth is that they can
see the potential of Trotskyism.

To the labor lieutenants of British
capital, the Trotskyist movement repre-
sents the wave of the future—a tiny
splintered current now, but one that can
come to express the will of tens of millions
of revolutionary-minded workers. a
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Rising Freedom Struggles Challenge Racist Rule

Southern Africa—Flashpoint of the World Revolution

By Ernest Harsch

Nineteen seventy-six was a bad year for
imperialism in southern Africa.

Washington and Pretoria—the two
greatest enemies of African liberation—
experienced a political setback in Angola
when they were forced to end their direct
intervention in the civil war there. Most
importantly, the white supremacist re-
gimes in Namibia, Zimbabwe, and South
Africa itself were shaken by mounting
national and class struggles, as the op-
pressed Black masses in those countries
surged forward in their historic battle to
rid the continent of white colonial rule.

This new rise in the African freedom
struggle has set alarm bells ringing in
imperialist capitals around the world.

Washington's Black Eye in Angola

As the year opened, the civil war that
began in Angola in 1975 was still raging.
Three nationalist organizations, each of
which had a record of struggle against
Portuguese colonialism, were now battling
each other for control of the mineral-rich
former colony.

Neither the MPLA, FNLA, nor UNITA!
represented the interests of the Angolan
workers and peasants. Nor did they favor
the overthrow of capitalism in Angola, the
only basis for the attainment of real
national independence. The civil war was
basically a factional struggle for power
between three procapitalist forces.

The conflict also reflected the tensions
between the three main nationalities in the
country. The FNLA was based primarily
among the Bakongo in the north, the
MPLA among the Mbundu in the Luanda-
Malange region, and the UNITA among
the Ovimbundu and other peoples of
central and southern Angola.

The imperialist powers, with Washing-
ton and Pretoria in the lead, sought to take
advantage of this factional war to attain
their own objectives. They intervened
directly in the conflict in order to prolong
and heighten it, thus weakening the
Angolan independence struggle as a whole
and making it easier to press for conces-
sions from all sides involved. Another goal
was to prevent Moscow, which was aiding

1. Movimento Popular de Liberta¢io de Angola
(People’s Movement for the Liberation of Ango-
la), Frente Nacional de Libertacdo de Angola
(Angolan National Liberation Front), Unido
Nacional para Independéncia Total de Angola
(National Union for the Total Independence of
Angola).
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the MPLA, from gaining increased diplo-
matic influence as a result of an MPLA
victory.

To achieve these aims, the White House
launched a major covert operation in 1975
to bolster one side in the war, sending tens
of millions of dollars in arms to the FNLA
and UNITA. (Significantly, the American
Gulf Oil Corporation was at the same time
paying the MPLA more than $100 million
in taxes and royalties on the oil produced
from its Cabinda wells.)

In addition, Washington urged the South
African regime to send its own troops into
Angola against the MPLA. Besides shar-
ing the general aims of the other imperial-
ist powers, Pretoria also saw an opportuni-
ty to strike out at the southern Angola
bases of the South West Africa People’s
Organisation (SWAPO), which is fighting
for Namibia's independence from South
African rule.

In an effort to provide a political cover
for its aggression, Washington conducted
a bellicose diplomatic campaign against
Moscow and Havana for their aid to the
MPLA. But the American people, who had
passed through the experience of the
Vietnam War and were familiar with
Washington’s phony justifications, did not
sit back and allow the Ford administra-
tion’s war plans to go unchecked.

The broad antiwar sentiment in the
United States forced Congress to limit the
White House's ability to continue its direct
intervention. That in turn prompted the
South Africans to pull their own troops out
of Angola, the last of whom left the
country March 27. With the South African
withdrawal, the most immediate danger to
Angola’s independence had receded.

The MPLA won the civil war with
massive Soviet military aid and the direct
backing of thousands of Cuban troops. It
drove many of the FNLA forces out of the
country and forced the UNITA to abandon
the cities it controlled in central and
southern Angola. But having retained
some support, the UNITA reverted to
guerrilla warfare in the countryside, carry-
ing out actions against the MPLA and
Cuban forces for the remainder of the year.

The repressive course of the new MPLA
regime became obvious within a few
weeks. The MPLA’s secret police rounded
up scores of dissidents, many of them to
the left of the MPLA tops, and threatened
some with execution. When a wave of
strikes broke out in May, dozens of
striking workers were also jailed.

Despite the MPLA's “socialist” verbiage,

it has sought to bolster capitalist economic
relations within the country and has
reopened Angola’s doors to foreign inves-
tors. Shortly after the end of the civil war,
Gulf Oil resumed its operations in the oil-
rich territory of Cabinda. By far the
largest imperialist holding in Angola, the
Cabinda oil wells earn Gulf about $20
million a year. The MPLA made it clear
that other foreign investors would also be
welcome.

Smith Regime on Shaky Ground

The failure of the U.S.-South African
intervention in Angola had an electric
effect throughout southern Africa, espe-
cially in those countries still under white
colonial rule. It proved to the Black masses
that Washington and Pretoria—the princi-
pal bulwarks of racist oppression in
southern Africa—were not invincible, en-
couraging them to step up their fight for
freedom.

The impact of the imperialist setback in
Angola was most immediately felt in
Zimbabwe, which is ruled by a white
minority regime headed by Prime Minister
Ian Smith. Of all the remaining white
regimes in southern Africa, the Smith
regime is the weakest, being based on a
white population of only 250,000, com-
pared to a Black population of more than 6
million.

Beginning in February, the Zimbabwean
freedom fighters sharply increased their
guerrilla campaign against the Smith
regime. After the Smith regime invaded
Mozambique to strike at the guerrilla
bases, the Mozambican regime closed its
border with Rhodesia March 3, cutting off
one of the Smith regime's major trade
routes.

The sharp rise in the struggle for Black
majority rule in Zimbabwe has eroded the
position of the Smith regime, a fact that
Washington and the other imperialist
powers are acutely aware of. They fear
that Smith’s continued intransigence will
provoke an even greater upsurge of the
Black struggle, leading to a collapse of the
colonial-settler regime and possibly threat-
ening imperialist interests in Zimbabwe
and in the rest of southern Africa as well.

In an effort to defuse the Zimbabwean
freedom struggle and pave the way for the
establishment of a Black neocolonial
regime willing to protect imperialist eco-
nomic and political interests, Washington,
London, and Pretoria joined hands to
pressure Smith into making some com-
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promises. Henry Kissinger personally took
charge of the operation when he began his
first tour of Africa April 24.

The fruits of this campaign became
evident when Smith announced September
24: “Rhodesia agrees to majority rule
within two years.” Although he went on to
detail a number of escape clauses that in
effect would have perpetuated white domi-
nation, his announcement was an admis-
sion of the regime's weakness and led to
the opening of negotiations with the major
Zimbabwean nationalist leaders in Gene-
va.

When the talks began on October 28,
government officials in Washington and
London openly displayed their pleasure. It
allowed them to stall for time and gave
them an opportunity to try to play the
various Zimbabwean leaders off against
each other and to channel the struggle for
majority rule in a “safe” direction.

So far, the four most well-known nation-
alist leaders—Joshua Nkomo, Robert Mu-
gabe, Abel Muzorewa, and Ndabaningi
Sithole—have been willing to participate
in the talks. None of them has pressed for
immediate Black majority rule.

By the end of the year, however, the
imperialists had not yet been successful in
dampening the conflict within Zimbabwe
itself. The guerrilla war continued to
escalate and the Smith regime stepped up
its terrorist attacks against the civilian
population.

One sign of the rising militancy among
the Zimbabwean population was the sta-
ging of demonstrations in October in
Salisbury and Bulawayo, the two largest
cities, to greet two of the nationalist
leaders. Both demonstrations drew crowds
of more than 100,000 Blacks.

Pretoria's War Against Namibia

The freedom struggle in Namibia, which
has been governed as a direct colony of
South Africa since the end of World War I,
has also advanced.

In the wake of the South African
pullback from southern Angola, SWAPO
guerrillas operating from bases in that
country stepped up their actions against
the South African occupation forces in
Namibia. SWAPO’s political influence
among the Namibian population also
increased during the year.

In face of this mounting resistance,
Pretoria adopted a two-sided approach to
protect its vast political and economic
interests in the territory.

It strengthened its military forces in the
colony and carried out a mass campaign of
terror against the civilian population,
particularly in the north, a traditional area
of SWAPO support. Since June, between
40,000 and 50,000 villagers were uprooted,
some of them being routinely tortured.

The other side of Pretoria’'s strategy
involves the phony “constitutional” talks
being staged in Windhoek between white
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officials and African tribal chiefs. On
August 18, the participants announced
plans for the establishment of a “multira-
cial” regime that would supposedly lead
the country to independence by the end of
1978. SWAPOQ, which refused to take part
in the talks, rejected the scheme as another
attempt by Pretoria to isolate SWAPO and
perpetuate South African domination.

Under the Heel of Apartheid

The most massive Black struggles of the
year erupted in the imperialist bastion of
South Africa.

The first student protests that began in
the Black city of Soweto June 16 were
specifically directed against the imposition
of Afrikaans, the language of the Boer
section of the white population, as a
language of instruction in some Black
schools.

The language issue, however, was only a
detonator that touched off a deep rage
among the Black population as a whole
against the entire system of apartheid.

South African society is based on the
domination and exploitation of nearly 22
million Blacks? by a white population of
only 4.3 million.

Although Blacks provide the bulk of the
labor, whites own virtually the entire
wealth of the country, which has a highly
industrialized economy. About 87 percent
of South Africa’s entire land area is
officially allocated for whites, while Afri-
cans can only own land in the over-
crowded reserves, called Bantustans.

The conditions in the reserves, where
between one-third to one-half of the Afri-
can population lives, are wretched. Since
very little of the land is cultivable, malnu-
trition is endemic. In the Transkei, Pretori-
a’s “showcase” Bantustan, about 40 per-
cent of African children die before the age
of ten. Employment in the reserves is
almost nonexistent, forcing the inhabit-
ants to seek work on a migrant labor basis
in “white” South Africa.

In the urban areas, where about one-
third of all Africans live, the conditions
are little better. Soweto and the other
Black townships are nothing but over-
crowded and segregated slums.

Blacks have virtually no rights. The all-
encompassing system of apartheid con-
trols every aspect of their lives, regulating
where they can live and work, how much
they can be paid and for what jobs, and
whom they can and cannot marry. Strikes
by Africans are banned and African trade
unions are not recognized. The Vorster
regime has at its disposal a vast array of

2. South Africa's Black population is composed
of 18.6 million Africans, 2.4 million Coloureds,
and 746,000 Indians. The Coloureds are descend-
ents of the early white settlers, Malay slaves,
and native Khoikhoi, San, and other African
peoples.

repressive legislation, which is enforced by
large and heavily armed police and mil-
itary forces. Each year, one in every four
Black adults is arrested.

On October 26, the apartheid regime
launched a further attack on African
rights when it declared the Transkei
“independent.” The more than 3 million
Africans assigned to the Transkei, wheth-
er they live there or not, were denied their
South African citizenship on the claim
that they were “citizens” of the Transkei.

Much of the active Black opposition to
racist rule had, been suppressed after the
1960 massacre at Sharpeville, in which
sixty-nine Blacks were gunned down.

In the late 1960s and early 1970s,
however, a new layer of Black militants
emerged. They formed organizations like
the South African Students Organisation
(SASO), the Black People’s Convention
(BPC), and the South African Student
Movement (SASM). They advocated the
concept of Black Consciousness, condemn-
ing all apartheid institutions and stressing
Black self-reliance and the organization of
Blacks themselves to attain their libera-
tion.

In addition, the growing proletarianiza-
tion and urbanization of Blacks, as well as
the achievement of independence in Mo-
zambique and Angola, were factors that
reinforced the combativity of the Black
population.

Soweto

Tsietsi Mashinini, a central leader of the
Soweto uprisings, described how the first
student protests were organized, in an
interview he gave after going into exile
(see Intercontinental Press, November 15,
p. 1632).

Mashinini was president of the SASM
branch at Morris Isaacson High School.
Explaining that “we were sick and tired,”
he said, “I called the students together,
and on Wednesday a week before June 16,
we talked about it.”

He then contacted student leaders in
other high schools and junior secondary
schools in Soweto. On Wednesday, June
16, he said, “we went on the streets
demonstrating. We were very peaceful all
the time and there were just placards
denouncing Afrikaans as another method
of oppression.”

The 10,000 protesting students were
confronted by a group of police, who fired
directly into the crowd, killing at least two
students, one of them only seven years old.

The murders of the students enraged the
entire Black population of Soweto, many of
whom took to the streets to express their
anger against the apartheid regime. In the
days that followed, the protests escalated
as Black youths attacked all symbols of
white authority, such as schools, “Bantu
administration” offices, government-run
beer halls, and the police.

The sentiment expressed in these upris-
ings was clearly against the entire apar-
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theid system. One common slogan shouted
by protesting youths was “Amandhla!”
(power).

In an effort to teach the Black popula-
tion a “lesson,” the police, acting on the
direct orders of Minister of Justice, Police,
and Prisons James T. Kruger, attacked the
demonstrators in force, using helicopters,
armored cars, automatic rifles, and ma-
chine guns. According to the official death
toll, 174 Blacks were killed in the first few
days of the Soweto uprisings. Estimates by
Black community figures placed the
number several times higher. By No-
vember, the official toll had climbed to
nearly 400.

In face of this fierce repression, the
protests continued to spread to other parts
of the country. By August 20, more than
seventy Black townships, near every major
city in the country, had been swept by the
massive unrest. From Pretoria and Johan-
nesburg to Durban, Port Elizabeth, and
Cape Town, Black youths stood up to the
police bullets to demand their liberation.

The strength and determination ex-
pressed by Blacks in these uprisings forced
the regime to make a few token conces-
sions in an effort to defuse the Black
anger. The ruling on the use of Afrikaans
in Black schools was scrapped. Urban
Africans, except for those in Cape Pro-
vince, were told that they could now buy or
build their own homes in the townships
without first becoming “citizens” of the
Bantustans, as Pretoria had previously
insisted.

Pretoria coupled these token measures
with a broad witch-hunt against Black
organizations and individuals. By the end
of October, more than 4,600 Blacks were
known to have been arrested, including
more than 400 held under the country’s
various security laws, which allow indefi-
nite detention without trial. Virtually
every Black leader in South Africa known
to the regime was seized in Vorster's
dragnet.

Rather than beating the young Black
militants into submission, the witch-hunt
became another issue around which the
students rallied.

One notable feature of the mass protests
was the growing unity among the different
sectors of the Black community. The
apartheid regime has long tried to divide
Indians and Coloureds from Africans by
giving them a few more rights and by
allowing them to hold more skilled jobs
than Africans. But more and more young
Coloureds and Indians have recognized
that they too are part of the oppressed
Black majority and have joined hands
with Africans to fight against the common
enemy.

In the Western Cape, where most Co-
loureds live, Coloured students staged
boycotts of classes and held demonstra-
tions in Cape Town itself. At the Universi-
ty of Durban-Westville, an all-Indian
university in Natal Province, 1,500 stu-
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dents staged a boycott of classes in
solidarity with the Soweto uprisings.

Black Workers

One of the most important developments
during the protests was the massive
participation of the Black working class.

The first general strike of August 23-25
was called by the Soweto Students Repre-
sentative Council (SRC) to demand, among
other things, the release of Black political
prisoners. About 70-80 percent of Soweto’s
320,000 workers joined the strike, crippling
most economic activity in Johannesburg
for three days.

The second general strike, staged Sep-
tember 13-15, was even more successful.
The response of the Soweto workers was as
enthusiastic as during the August strike.

The strike spread to the Black townships
of Alexandra and Thembiza, also near
Johannesburg, as well as to Cape Town,
where Coloureds form the majority of the
working class. According to the Cape
Chamber of Industries, the strike in Cape
Town was 50 percent effective, although in
some parts of the city up to 90 percent of
the workers stayed away.

The two general strikes called by the
Soweto students showed that it is possible,
given mass support, to organize open
actions against the regime despite the
constant repression. Although most of the
known Black leaders were jailed, a new
layer of young militants, many of them
unknown to the police, were able to take
the lead and strike a serious blow at the
apartheid regime.

As a result of its role in organizing the
protests, the SRC has become a powerful
political force in Soweto. In a November 18
dispatch from Johannesburg, New York
Times correspondent John F. Burns re-
ferred to the SRC as being “almost a
shadow government.”

The success of the general strikes and
the ability of Black youths to continue
organizing protests has heightened the
confidence and militancy of the Black
population as a whole. The strike, moreov-
er, demonstrated the political power of the
Black working class, now more than 7
million strong.

The Black protests that have rocked the
country for months are a milestone in the
South African freedom struggle. They
mark the beginning of a new—and
massive—stage in the long fight to
overthrow the hated system of apartheid.

Given the social weight of the Black
working class, the high level of industriali-
zation, and the central role that national
oppression plays in the capitalist economy,
the prospects for this struggle flowing over
into a socialist revolution are great.

‘U.S. Out of Southern Africal’

The mass Black protests in South Africa
and the likelihood of even greater ferment

in the future have American financiers
and government strategists extremely
worried. Washington has an important
stake in the maintenance of white minori-
ty rule in South Africa.

More than 300 American companies
have about $1.6 billion directly invested in
South African industries. Indirect Ameri-
can investments in South Africa, mostly in
the form of bank loans to private and
government-run companies, now surpass
$2 billion.

Nonmilitary exports to South Africa
from the United States totaled $1.3 billion
in 1975, while imports stood at about half
a billion dollars and are rapidly rising.
The United States is now Pretoria’s third
largest trading partner.

South Africa, moreover, produces 60
percent of the capitalist world’s gold
supply and has many scarce minerals
considered of strategic value by Washing-
ton. The country also occupies a key
position overlooking the vital shipping
route around the Cape of Good Hope.

To protect these interests and to prop up
the Vorster regime, millions of dollars
worth of American aircraft and other
equipment suitable for military purposes
was sold to Pretoria.

With the rise in the freedom struggle in
southern Africa during the past year,
Washington has stepped up its support to
the Vorster regime on the political level as
well.

Kissinger’s “shuttle diplomacy” is de-
signed to defuse the struggle in Namibia
and Zimbabwe in order to buy time for
white minority rule in South Africa itself.
In addition, Kissinger's visit to South
Africa in September was an immediate
political boost for the Vorster regime,
strengthening its diplomatic position inter-
nationally and allowing it to show South
Africa’s Black masses that it has powerful
allies.

In response to the growing involvement
of American imperialism in southern
Africa, the National Student Coalition
Against Racism sponsored a conference in
Boston November 19-21. About 1,100
students and youth participated. They
expressed their solidarity with the Black
struggle in South Africa and their deter-
mination to get the “U.S. Out of Southern
Africa.”

The conference called for the holding of
national actions on March 25 and 26
against American complicity with racist
rule.

Tsietsi Mashinini, who addressed the
conference, cited the American anti-
Vietnam War movement as an example of
how Americans can aid the Black struggle
in South Africa. “When America pulled out
of Vietnam,” he said, “it was because
inside America there were a lot of cam-
paighs about what was happening in
Vietnam. We appeal to the people of
America to help us to get America out of
our country.” O
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Hua Steers a New Course on Choppy Seas

China After Mao

By Les Evans

Nineteen seventy-six was a year of
almost dizzying changes and convulsions
in China. In twelve months’ time, the three
top leaders of the country disappeared
from the scene: Premier Chou En-lai,
Marshal Chu Te, and finally Mao Tsetung
himself. Teng Hsiao-p’'ing rose to new
prominence and power, was cast back into
the depths for a second time in a decade,
but by year's end had the satisfaction of
seeing those who had accused him purged
in turn. Within weeks of Mao's death, the
infallible chairman’s closest associates
were in jail and many of the policies that
bore his name were under sweeping
attack—all in the name of Mao Tsetung
Thought.

These dramatic shifts at the top un-
folded against a background of economic
stagnation, mounting labor discontent,
and the eruption of the first mass antigov-
ernment demonstrations in the twenty-
year history of the People’s Republic of
China.

‘Dare to Scale the Heights’

The New Year’s editorial, run jointly by
the Peking People’s Daily, Red Flag, and
the Liberation Army Daily, summed up the
Maoist line of the last decade. Its themes
provide a useful yardstick to measure the
extent of the policy changes after the
tyrant’s death.

The editorial asserted that “the principal
contradiction in socialist society is the
contradiction between the proletariat and
the bourgeoisie.” This was the slogan
advanced by Mao during the Cultural
Revolution of the 1960s to brand his
opponents in the party leadership and
dissenters among the masses as “class
enemies.”

The “revolution in literature and art”
under the direction of Chiang Ch'ing,
Mao’s wife, was hailed as having “resulted
in an efflorescence of creative work.”

On economic construction, the editorial
reaffirmed Mao’s line that human will
power, under tight party control, was the
principal productive force and could substi-
tute for technology or the extension of the
revolution to the advanced capitalist
countries. “The Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution is a powerful motive force for
the development of the social productive
forces in our country,” it said, quoting
Mao. It added that “socialism” should be
built “independently and with the initia-
tive in our own hands, through self-
reliance.” In support of this perspective of
building “socialism in one country,” a 1965
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poem of Mao was cited, whose concluding
lines declared: “Nothing is hard in this
world if you dare to scale the heights.”

The editorial also announced the begin-
ning of the Fifth Five-Year Plan. After
Mao’s death, however, it was revealed that
the plan drafted under Mao’s auspices had
been scrapped. Now, a year after the plan
was to have begun, no targets have yet
been announced.

Chou En-lai Dies, Hua Kuo-feng
Is Promoted, and Richard Nixon
Returns to China

On January 8, Chou En-lai, the coun-
try’s premier since the founding of the
People’s Republic, died of cancer in Peking
at the age of seventy-eight. His eulogy was
delivered by Teng Hsiao-p'ing, who had
been acting premier during the last year of
Chou'’s illness and was expected to succeed
him as head of government. But on
February 7, in the first public sign that
Teng was in trouble with Mao, the govern-
ment made the surprise announcement
that Hua Kuo-feng and not Teng had been
appointed premier.

At the beginning of the year, Hua was
an obscure bureaucrat, only recently ele-
vated to the post of head of the secret
police after a career as a provincial
administrator. His main qualification
seemed to be his zeal in helping Mao root
out Lin Piao's followers in the purge of
1971-72. Chosen for his loyalty to the
chairman, his first act after Mao’s death
would be to jail Mao’s widow and close
associates.

On February 21, in one of the more
bizarre episodes of a year filled with
extraordinary twists and turns, a Chinese
aircraft was permitted to land in Califor-
nia, where it picked up former President
Richard Nixon and carried him to Peking.
There the despised war eriminal and chief
of the Watergate burglars, who had been
driven in disgrace from the White House,
was accorded a triumphal welcome. At the
time, there was much ironic comment in
the press at the fact that Nixon’s last
friend in the world should prove to be Mao
Tsetung.

The Tien An Men Demonstration
and the Fall of Teng Hsiao-p'ing

The death of Chou precipitated a new
purge in the leadership of the Chinese CP.
Chou had been instrumental in persuading
Mao to “rehabilitate” many of the veteran
party bureaucrats and administrators

disgraced in the Cultural Revolution and
accused of seeking the “restoration of
capitalism.” Most prominent of these was
Teng Hsiao-p'ing, former party general
secretary and Liu Shao-ch'i’s chief lieuten-
ant, who had been labeled “China’s
Khrushchev Number Two” in 1966 and
stripped of his party posts. Teng was
returned to office in 1973. At the Fourth
National People’s Congress in January
1975, he was given the concurrent posts of
vice-premier of the government, vice-
chairman of the CCP, and chief of staff of
the armed forces.

Declining economic growth in two con-
secutive  years—1973-74—evidently led
Chou and Teng to raise some criticisms of
Mao's economic strategy in the inner
councils of the party. At the Fourth
National People's Congress in 1975 Chou
had projected the slogan of the “Four
Modernizations,” in agriculture, industry,
national defense, and science and technol-
ogy. He claimed a growth rate of 10
percent a year for the decade 1964-74 and
projected the building of a “relatively
comprehensive industrial and economic
system” by 1980. While raising the hope of
future successes, Chou did not mention
that growth had in fact fallen to 7.5
percent in 1973 and dropped to 7 percent in
1974, with some key sectors such as steel
completely stagnant with no growth at all.

While Chou did not say whether his
ambitious expansion plan was to be
achieved by Mao’s methods or by some
other means, the “Four Modernizations”
was widely taken by the Chinese masses
as a promise of improvement in their
living standards, frozen since the begin-
ning of the Cultural Revolution a decade
earlier.

The revolution of rising expectations
among the working class exploded in a
general strike in the industrial city of
Hangchow in the summer of 1975, which
was quelled by 10,000 troops of the
People’s Liberation Army.

After Chou’s death, the slogan of
modernization came under direct attack by
Mao, and Teng was singled out as its
surviving proponent. By March, Teng was
under fire in the Maoist press for seeking
to revive the Soviet-style industrial plan-
ning he had been associated with before
the Cultural Revolution.

Specifically, he was accused of seeking
large-scale imports of Western technology,
criticizing the massive cutbacks in educa-
tion, opposing the deportation of youth to
the countryside, favoring wage raises and
material incentives to revive the sluggish
economy, proposing the technical moderni-
zation of the army, and disparaging the
rigid censorship in art and literature by
Chiang Ch'ing.

Teng was never permitted to state his
own views, but the program attributed to
him, and by implication to Chou, seemed
to promise the masses some improvement
over the state of affairs under Mao. As a
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result, the campaign against Teng back-
fired.

The workers and students of Peking took
the occasion of the annual Ching Ming
festival at the beginning of April, the
traditional period for honoring the dead, to
gather in Tien An Men Square to bring
wreaths and poems in memory of Chou
En-lai. Thousands of people gathered in
the square daily, beginning April 1. On
April 4, in a crowd of tens of thousands,
banners were raised attacking Chiang
Ch'ing as a new “Dowager Empress” and
a Chinese Indira Gandhi. Plainclothes
cops were beaten when they tried to arrest
impromptu orators who addressed the
crowd.

On April 5, the government gave the
order to remove the wreaths and posters.
An angry crowd gathered that swelled at
its height to more than 100,000. The
demonstrators held the square throughout
the day, battling police and militia, burn-
ing official vehicles, and even invading a
militia barracks on the square and razing
it to the ground.

After dark, tens of thousands of troops
were assembled around Tien An Men and
the last of the demonstrators—said to
number 3,000—were assaulted with clubs
and rifle butts and arrested. The Peking
press reported that a “public trial” was
held in mid-May at which two participants
were sentenced to death and three received
terms of thirty years at hard labor.

On April 7, Teng Hsiao-p'ing was
summarily stripped of all his government
and party posts and denounced as a
“capitalist restorationist,” although he
was not accused of having organized the
protests. In the weeks that followed, the
regime mobilized the whole of its repres-
sive forces for a house-to-house interroga-
tion of the entire population of the city, in
which hundreds of people were arrested for
having participated in the demonstration.

Similar protests were reported, though
on a smaller scale, in cities throughout
China. The regime retaliated with arrests
and with staged counterdemonstrations,
though these were unusually small and
dispirited events.

The Death of Mao

Throughout the summer the Chinese
press sought to prepare the country for the
imminent death of Mao. The chairman
stopped receiving foreign visitors, and
photographs were published showing him
more and more enfeebled. His death came
on September 9. It became the occasion for
an unprecedented outpouring of messages
of condolence from world imperialism and
from a host of military dictatorships
around the globe. Foreign Maoists eulog-
ized the dictator in the most extravagant
terms. The American Monthly Review
wrote: “Mao was undoubtedly the greatest
Marxist and revolutionary since Lenin,
and history may in time rate him even
higher. . . . Mao's greatness ... lay
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precisely in his uncompromising commit-
ment to revolution.” Henry Kissinger
made a more accurate assessment in
praising Mao for having “created a dura-
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ble relationship [with Washington] based
on mutual confidence and perception of
common interests.”

The mourners, as reported by Peking,
included the shah of Iran, Indira Gandhi,
President Marcos of the Philippines, the
king of fascist Spain, and the military
dictatorships of Indonesia, Brazil, Argenti-
na, and Chile. The Pinochet junta in Chile,
in fact, declared three days of national
mourning with flags at half mast. Chile
was granted a loan upwards of $50 million
by Peking in 1975.

The Fall of Chiang Ch'ing
and the Dismantling of ‘Maoism'

Mao’s body was hardly cold before the
bureaucracy moved to smash his closest
collaborators and repudiate as “fascist”
policies previously associated with his
name.

On October 6 or 7, four top party leaders,
all Politburo members, were placed under
house arrest. These included Chiang
Ch’ing, Mao’s widow; Wang Hung-wen,
elevated by Mao to the post of second
party vice-chairman at the Tenth Party
Congress in 1973; Chang Ch’un-ch’iao,
chief army political commissar and Mao’s
principal lieutenant in the key industrial
city of Shanghai during the Cultural
Revolution; and Yao Wen-yuan, the direc-
tor of China’s communications media and
the country’s leading journalistic exponent
of Mao’s thought since 1965 (Yao is
believed to be Mao's son-in-law). Mao's
nephew, Mao Yuan-hsin, was also arrest-
ed.

On October 12 it was announced that
Hua Kuo-feng had been appointed chair-

man of the Chinese Communist party,
though who appointed him remained a
mystery as the Central Committee had not
met, and after purges and deaths only
twelve members remained of the twenty-
one-member Politburo elected three years
before.

Beginning October 15, before the press
had reported the arrests or offered any
explanation of them, party-organized dem-
onstrations began in cities across the
country to condemn the “gang of four” for
their “towering crimes,” which remained
unspecified. In the week that followed,
some 50 million people took part in these
rallies, which were marked by a festive
spirit and a general mood of jubilance at
the fall of the “four dogs.”

The official accusations were revealed in
stages. The first step was to establish a
lynch-mob atmosphere, under slogans
such as “Crush the heads of the four
dogs,” and “Crush and strangle the gang
of four.” Next came character assassina-
tion, with repeated press references to the
four as “maggots” and “dog turds.” At the
end of October the four were charged with
seeking to usurp party and state power,”
but no details were offered. On October 24,
the Peking papers declared a general
anathema on Mao’s colleagues:

“Wang, Chang, Chiang and Yao are
typical representatives of the bourgeoisie
in the party. Their coming to power would
mean the coming to power of the bourgeoi-
sie, of revisionists and fascists and would
mean the restoration of capitalism in
China.”

But the four had been in power, as Mao’s
agents, for the last decade. Were these
charges intended to be understood to apply
to Mao also? The new regime has insisted
that this is not the case, and that Hua is
the loyal executor of Mao's legacy. But in
the name of defending Mao from his wife
and friends, Hua’s government turned in
mid-November to an indictment of the
“gang of four” for the policies they have
carried out since the beginning of the
Cultural Revolution. Since almost without
exception the prominent figures in Hua’s
camp were themselves either purged or
attacked as “capitalist-roaders” in the
Cultural Revolution, this can hardly be
seen as anything short of a repudiation of
the line of the last decade, if not yet of
“Maoism.”

In the campaign against Teng Hsiao-
p’ing at the beginning of the year, he was
accused by Mao and his coterie of “an
attempt to induce the masses and cadres to
busy themselves in production and in their
professional work to the point of forgetting
class struggle and the dictatorship of the
proletariat” (People’s Daily, February 18).
The main slogan of the anti-Teng cam-
paign was to prevent a “right-deviationist
attempt to reverse the wverdicts of the
Cultural Revolution.”

In mid-November the “gang of four” was
accused of sabotaging the economy by
substituting “empty revolutionary slogans”
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for serious economic construction, of hav-
ing for years persecuted and removed from
office skilled administrators, of wasting
workers’ time with denunciation cam-
paigns, of suppressing divergent views in
literature and art, and of opposing large-
scale importations of foreign technology in
the name of “self-reliance.” The November
14 People’s Daily summed it up this way:
“The ‘gang of four’ advocated metaphysics
frantically. . . . they opposed revolution
to production, politics to economy, class
struggle to the struggle for production, and
the dictatorship of the proletariat to
socialist construction. They were against
promoting production and construction.”

These were not accusations relating to
the period of Mao's final illness, or to
conspiratorial activities after his death.
Behind the “gang of four,” there stood the
shadow of Mao Tsetung.

The key to this seemingly arcane dispute
between bureaucratic factions over the
relative priority to be given to “class
struggle” and “production” is to be found
in the performance of the Chinese econo-
my and the growing challenge from the
Chinese masses to the privileged status of
their bureaucratic overlords.

At issue are two conflicting strategies for
the utopian goal of building a self-
sufficient industrial economy in backward
China in isolation from the rest of the
world. Both sides reject the prospect of
worldwide revolution, including in the
industrially advanced countries, as well as
the perspective of an international social-
ist society. Their prime concern is to retain
the power and privileges of the bureaucrat-
ic caste they represent.

Rejecting the prospect of revolution in
the industrially advanced nations, which
could provide the technological aid China
needs to build its economy, the bureaucra-
cy has evolved two equally nonmaterialist
and unworkable “solutions” to the problem
of development: Mao’s, which goes back to
the position of Chinese ruling-class tradi-
tionalists of the nineteenth century, is to
shut out the world as Japan once did and
rely entirely on China’s own limited
resources. And that of Teng Hsiao-p'ing,
Hua, and formerly Liu Shao-ch’i, which
aims at persuading the capitalist West to
supply the technology to build “socialism”
in China.

Domestically, the bureaucracy as a
whole faces a continual threat from the
Chinese working class. It needs by one
means or another to defuse mass anger at
the great disparity in living standards
between ordinary workers and high gov-
ernment officials. In a rare admission
before his fall, Teng Hsiao-p’ing revealed
last year that he and some 100 other top
government officials have salaries of 400
yuan a month (1 yuan equals US$.52) plus
expense accounts, while an average facto-
ry worker earns 60 yuan. An unskilled
worker or a peasant earns only 30 yuan a
month. The bureaucratic tops thus are
paid thirteen times as much as the average
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pay of the great majority of the population,
not even counting their expense accounts,
special stores, and fringe benefits.

This kind of inequality is explosive,
particularly if in addition the masses see
no improvement in their standard of
living. Mao’s strategy, developed in the
Great Leap Forward of 1958-59 and in the
Cultural Revolution of 1966-69, sought to
meet this challenge by rejecting conces-
sions to the masses and by subordinating
industrial growth to firm party ideological
and police controls over them. In this
effort Mao drew heavily on the reactionary
antiurban, anti-intellectual ideology of the
old ruling class, which still found echoes
among the more backward sectors of the
peasantry.

After the Cultural Revolution, the vete-
ran party bureaucrats did not overtly
challenge Mao’s peculiarly “Chinese”
adaptation of Stalinism while he lived.
Like Stalin he remained the dictatorial
arbiter of the bureaucracy as a whole and
its symbol of centralized power. But the
economy he bequeathed to his heirs was in
trouble, and these men, largely trained in
the Soviet Union or by Soviet economic
advisers in the 1950s, are now dismantling
Mao’s projects and turning back to an
economic policy more closely modeled on
that of the Soviet Union. This policy, of
course, has been denounced by Mao and by
Maoists around the world for a decade as
“capitalism.” But this was never a serious
“theory” anyway, merely an epithet.

A few figures will give an indication of
the gravity of the situation Hua now
faces.* Between 1949 and 1960, China’'s
economy grew at a rate of some 22 percent
a year. Chou's claim of a 10 percent
annual growth rate for 1964-74 is probably
true, but highly misleading. Much of this
“growth” was merely recovery from the
disastrous declines in production in the
aftermath of the Great Leap. For example,
steel production in 1960 reached 18.7
million tons, according to the official
figures, which were scaled down from
previous higher claims. This key economic
indicator did not come close to this level
again until 1970, a decade later, when steel
production got back up to 17.8 million tons.
It hit 25.5 million tons in 1973, but instead
of growing in 1974, fell back to 23.8 million
tons, a 7 percent decline. In 1975, steel
output was still below the 1973 level.

* The statistics used in this section come entirely
from Chinese government sources. The figures
for industrial output and growth for the period
1949-60 come from the State Statistical Bureau
pamphlet Ten Great Years: Statistics of the
Economic and Cultural Achievements of the
People’s Republic of China (Peking: Foreign
Languages Press, 1960). No comprehensive
statistics have been published in China since
1960. Selected output totals and growth rates
have been revealed in occasional articles in
Hsinhua, the government press service, since
1971.

Coal production, which reached 280
million tons in 1960, was 430 million tons
in 1975, fifteen years later, about a 3
percent a year overall increase. In the
meantime, population had grown from 650
million to 800 million, so that on a per
capita basis growth has been minimal.

In agriculture, Chou En-lai at the 1975
People’s Congress claimed a 4 percent a
year growth for the whole period since
liberation, compared to a 2 percent a year
growth in population. This is a slim
margin. But his figures use 1949 as a base
figure, a year of civil war when farming
was disrupted. A more accurate figure is to
compare the 1957 harvest of 185 million
tons of grain to the 1975 harvest, a record
high of 280 million. The increase is only 3
percent a year, providing a margin only
half of Chou’s claim.

Two special sore points for the bureau-
cracy are Mao's wage freeze and his
cutbacks in education, both highly unpop-
ular measures. In the first decade of the
People’s Republic, according to a report by
Chou En-lai in 1959, wages for factory
workers more than doubled. But in China
today, wages have been frozen since 1965,
almost twelve years, the whole working
lifetime of millions of young workers. And
frozen with the wages is the inegalitarian
wage structure. (Actually, the Cultural
Revolution brought a wage cut in the form
of eliminating bonuses that were a regular
part of workers’ income. The rough
amount of the bonuses was restored as
wage “raises” in 1971-73, bringing wages
back up to the 1965 level.)

The second area is even more dramatic.
According to official statistics, college
enrollment in China in 1958-59 was
660,000. It rose to 900,000 in 1960-61. This
is still a tiny number in China’s vast
population. But figures released by the
Chinese press at the beginning of this year
reveal that after a decade of Mao’s
Cultural Revolution, college enrollment
today is only 500,000, the level of twenty
years ago.

On top of this is the festering sore of the
12 million educated young people and
intellectuals forcibly deported to the coun-
tryside. This is both a form of disguised
unemployment and, for many, a form of
punitive exile from the volatile cities.

As the year closed an uneasy regime
sought to get the economy back on the
rails, promising a long-suffering popula-
tion an end to some of the worst features of
Mao's rule. Undoubtedly Hua will have a
certain period of grace. But a return to the
Soviet government's pattern of “material
incentives” and priority on production
quotas instead of agitational speeches will
neither meet the expectations of the
Chinese masses nor miraculously permit
the construction of “socialism in one
country” within the borders of backward
China. Hua’'s hope that Washington will
come to his aid in exchange for help in
opposing revolutions in the colonial world
is equally unfounded. O
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Capitalists Take Off the Gloves in Australia and New Zealand

Workers’ Rights, Living Standards Hit Hard

By Tony Thomas

Despite the reputations of Australia and
New Zealand as “lucky countries,” the lot
of workers and oppressed people over the
past year was similar to that of their
sisters and brothers in the other imperial-
ist countries hit by the world capitalist
crisis. The year was marked by cutbacks in
social services, attacks on the standard of
living and democratic rights of working
people, and the utilization of racist policies
against nonwhites and immigrant
workers,

Both countries began the year with
governments led by capitalist parties that
had defeated Labor party governments in
elections held at the end of 1975.

In Australia there was a nationwide
swing of votes—including in working-class
districts—from the Labor party to the
Liberal party, in face of the Labor party’s
inability to protect the workers from rising
prices and growing unemployment.

Despite promises of full employment and
protection against inflation, the reformist
Labor party’s refusal to go beyond the
bounds imposed by the capitalist system
meant that Australian workers faced
double-digit inflation and unemployment
that reached 300,000 before the elections.

While the capitalist Liberal party took
advantage of discontent with the Labor
party, in office its policy was to intensify
attacks on the working class and to cut
back social services that had been pro-
vided under the Labor regime.

Soon after Prime Minister Malcolm
Fraser’s Liberal government took office, he
and his party became the target of grow-
ing working-class opposition. A campaign
statement of the Trotskyist Socialist
Workers party (SWP) in the May 1 state
elections in New South Wales pointed to
growing opposition to the Liberals’ “con-
scious, planned campaign to cut wages,
slash welfare, eliminate many forms of
public services and maintain high rates of
unemployment. . . ."”

Labor won the New South Wales elec-
tions, establishing their first government
in that state in eleven years. An indication
of the ferment in the working class was the
vote—between 2.3 and 3.2 percent—
received by three SWP candidates in these
elections. The SWP supported a Labor
victory, while calling for socialist policies
to solve the workers’ problems.

The first nationwide general strike in
Australian history took place July 12.
More than half of the country’s workers
participated in the strike called by the
Australian Council of Trade Unions
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(ACTU) to protest the Liberal govern-
ment’s moves to dismantle Medibank—the
national health-care plan established by
the previous Labor government. Workers
were protesting not only the elimination of
Medibank, but the Fraser government's
projection of a “horror budget” to slash
other social programs.

As in other countries of the capitalist
world, the struggle for democratic rights
against government spying and persecu-
tion of working-class organizations contin-
ued in Australia.

On April 20, Lisa Walter announced that
she had resigned from the Australian
Security Intelligence Organisation (ASIO),
which had placed her as an agent in the
SWP, and was cooperating with the SWP
in exposing the secret police outfit. The
SWP’s actions in the women’s, labor and
anti-imperialist movements had convinced
her that the Trotskyist program represent-
ed the interests of Australia’s working
people.

The Socialist Labor League, Australian
followers of British sectarian Gerry Healy,
carried Healy’s campaign of slander
against the world Trotskyist movement a
step further by launching physical attacks
against the SWP and other groups on the
left.

The most serious incident was an as-

sault on members of the SWP and the
Spartacist League outside an SLL rally on
October 17. Members of both the SWP and
the Spartacist League were seriously
beaten by SLL goons because they tried to
sell their literature outside the meeting. A
wide range of student, left, labor, and
Black activists condemned the Healyites’
thuggery.

Racist Offensive in New Zealand

New Zealand also saw attacks on the
working masses. The hardest hit were the
thousands of Pacific Island workers who
form a reserve labor supply for New
Zealand imperialism.

Immediately after he came into office,
National party Prime Minister Robert D.
Muldoon cut off immigration for two
weeks, and announced that his aim was to
restrict the influx of nonwhite immigrants
and cut total immigration to 5,000 a year.

Muldoon aimed his attack on Pacific
Islander immigrants who had ‘“over-
stayed” their initial permits. In October,
Socialist Action (newspaper of the Social-
ist Action League, the New Zealand
Trotskyists) reported that more than half
of the 4,647 “overstayers” who registered
for permanent residence in New Zealand
would be deported under Muldoon’s pro-
gram.

Police raids in hotels and homes, round-
ups in the streets, illegal jailings, and
general persecution of the Islanders
marked the campaign. Socialist Action
noted that this was “part of the govern-
ment’s efforts to turn the Island communi-
ty into New Zealand’s untouchables, so as
to better heap the burdens of the economic
crisis upon them and scapegoat them for
the shortcomings of the system.” They
pointed out the racist character of the
raids that “were directed only against non-
Europeans, although there are also thou-
sands of Europeans in New Zealand ille-
gally.”

Organizations opposing the crackdown
included the Federation of Labour, the
Auckland and Wellington Trades Councils,
the main organizations of the Maoris (New
Zealand’s original inhabitants), and a
number of regional organizations of the
Labour party.

A sign of the strong opposition to the
government’s racist policies by workers
and youth was the May 28 demonstration
of 10,000 against the visit of New Zea-
land’s football team to South Africa. O
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Polish Workers’ Rebellion Shakes Bureaucratic Dictatorship

Crisis of Stalinism Sharpens in East Europe

By Gerry Foley

In 1976, the world capitalist crisis gave
an additional push to the deepening crisis
of the Stalinist regimes in Eastern Europe.
In Poland, it played an important role in
touching off a new mass workers’ rebellion
against the bureaucracy.

The most advanced model of reform in
the context of bureaucratic rule, the Tito
regime in Yugoslavia, continued to lose
luster rapidly. The fading of hopes that the
regime can solve the country’s problems is
reflected by steadily hardening bureaucrat-
ic repression. The year opened with the
trial of a lawyer accused of spreading false
information about the country (in his
defense of a man accused of disparaging
its economic development), and with the
trial of a number of ethnic Albanians
accused of seeking to break from the
Yugoslav federation to join Albania.

Since Yugoslavia has the most extensive
relations with capitalism, it threatens to
suffer most from the deepening capitalist
economic crisis. This crisis has a direct
impact on Yugoslavia since it exports a
considerable proportion of its work force to
capitalist countries, where unemployment
is on the rise.

The Yugoslav Stalinist regime has been
unable even to narrow the economic gap
between the different republics in the
federation, which are on very disparate
levels of development. Despite heavy
federal investment in the more backward
republics, this gap is growing. So, too, are
national antagonisms among the various
nationalities of the federation. The Alban-
ian minority represents perhaps the most
explosive problem.

In 1976, Albania itself showed signs of
becoming an active factor of instability in
the Balkans. The Hoxha regime, which
claims to be building socialism in isolation
in a tiny mountain country of less than
three million people, is an extreme exam-
ple of bureaucratic narrow nationalism. At
the Albanian CP congress in November,
Hoxha announced that he had foiled a
coup by an opposing faction. Shifts have
been taking place in the leadership. There
are persistent reports of a developing rift
with Peking that would leave the country
totally isolated.

However, the greatest factor of instabili-
ty in the Balkans at the moment is
uncertainty about what will happen after
Tito dies. With his latest illnesses, the
dictatorship has entered a crisis of mortali-
ty similar to the last months before
Franco’s death in Spain.

Ironically, the most powerful revolution-
ary explosion that the world capitalist
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crisis and the resulting cutbacks in living
standards helped to touch off came in a
Stalinized workers state, Poland, and not
in a capitalist country.

Among other things, rising prices on the
world market and sharpening competition
in international trade played an important
role in convincing the Polish bureaucracy
to risk imposing higher prices for food.
This decision provoked a spontaneous
general strike throughout the country that
brought Poland to the verge of insurrec-
tion. The Gierek government headed off a
full-scale confrontation only by surrender-
ing to the demands of the strikers.

Although the regime’s retreat restored
the appearance of stability, the Stalinist
system has been shaken to its roots.
Following the Baltic port rebellions in 1970
the bureaucracy was never able to regain
full totalitarian control over the workers in
the plants. The June general strike further
weakened the bureaucratic grip. For the
first time since the establishment of the
Stalinist dictatorship, the bureaucrats
have had to accept open public opposition.

The Committee to Support Worker Vic-
tims of the Repression functions openly.
Its leaders are known. It has collected
money for the families of workers fired for
their participation in the strike. A fourth of
the work force at the giant Ursus factory
outside Warsaw has signed a public
protest against the victimization of their
jobmates. Defiance of the dictatorship,
which remained diffuse and confined to
immediate economic issues after 1970, has
taken on political expression.

The most prominent intellectuals and
writers in Poland, who head the Commit-
tee to Support Worker Victims of the
Repression, have given expression to the
aspirations of the workers, and they speak
in the name of revolutionary principles.
For example, in an open letter addressed to
the workers jailed and fired, Jerzy Andrze-
jewski, leading Polish novelist in the
postwar period, said: “I want you to know
that there are people in Poland who have
become immune to the lies, who can still
tell truth from falsehood. I want you to
know that there are people in this country
who see you persecuted workers not only
as the defenders of a just cause, but above
all as fighters for genuine socialist demo-
cracy.”

The formation of the Committee to
Support Worker Victims of the Repression
appears to mark the beginning of the end
of the separation between anti-Stalinist
intellectuals and the masses of workers.
This gap had been widened by the fact

that the government succeeded in smash-
ing the opposition movement of students
and intellectuals in 1968 before active
opposition developed among the workers.

For a long period, the antibureaucratic
feelings of the workers developed under the
surface. Their seeming quiescence caused
bitterness among the intellectuals and
students who found themselves almost
alone in 1968 facing Stalinist pogroms.
But the rebellions of the 1970s have shown
the process that was at work.

The Polish working class has gone
through a longer experience of reformist
illusions than any other working class in a
Stalinized country except in Yugoslavia.
The sparkle of the 1956 reforms faded
slowly and did not dissipate until after the
mid-1960s. Then it took several years for
the pressure to build up to an explosion.
The glow of the Gierek reforms instituted
after the Baltic port rebellions faded much
more rapidly than the illusions in Gomul-
ka’s liberalism and his “workers councils.”

But in this succession of reformist
thaws, the Polish workers have had a
better chance to gain confidence than their
counterparts elsewhere in Eastern Europe.
Unlike the workers in other countries
where mass antibureaucratic movements
developed, the Poles have never been
decisively defeated. Now the Polish bu-
reaucracy and its Soviet backers face a
confident, battle-hardened proletariat with
two decades of continuous experience in
struggle. This situation was illustrated
graphically in an August 12 dispatch by
New York Times correspondent Malcolm
Browne from the Baltic port of Gdansk. He
quoted a shop foreman as saying: “They
[the government] can’t do anything big
without our say-so anymore. They try and
we stop work, it's that simple. So we are
getting more democracy.”

If the workers revolution against the
bureaucracy is the most advanced in
Poland, the Soviet Union seems to stand at
the other end of the spectrum. The fact
that the Soviet bureaucracy remains in a
relatively strong position in its own
country and is able to intervene to prop up
the weaker bureaucracies is the biggest
obstacle to antibureaucratic revolution in
Eastern Europe.

However, the international contradic-
tions of Stalinism have given a lift to the
opposition in the Stalinist center. These
are expressed today in the attempts of the
West European CPs to gain a more
democratic image—the development of
“Euro-Communism.”
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This turn on the part of the West
European CPs is partially a result of the
world economie crisis. The masses that are
being radicalized by the capitalist decline
are turning toward the traditional
working-class parties, including the CP.
This process opens the possibility of
official or unofficial participation in the
government in a number of major Euro-
pean countries for the first time since the
post-World War II period.

However, in order to collect the spoils,
the CPs have to meet the competition of
Social Democratic parties that offer essen-
tially the same program but without the
spectre of the totalitarian dictatorship.
They also have to reassure new layers
historically antagonistic to them.

The lure of new opportunities has led
many Stalinist parties in West Europe to
criticize some of the violations of demo-
cratic rights in East Europe that they
covered up for previously.

At the same time, the Kremlin is
prepared to allow the West European CPs
more leeway for criticism than before. It
has hoped that the détente and easing of
the Cold War would enable the European
CPs to gain influence that would in turn
reinforce the détente itself,

The shift in the Kremlin’s attitude is
particularly noticeable in the case of the
Spanish CP. In an article in the February
1974 Partiinaia Zhizn, the Soviet leaders
launched a violent attack on the Spanish
leadership, which had criticized Moscow
for sacrificing the needs of the world
working class to its own interests as a
great power. A superloyal Stalinist group
was even encouraged to split. However,
during the preparation of the East Berlin
summit of CPs in June 1976, the rift was
smoothed over. The Spanish and Italian
CP leaders in particular were allowed to be
the stars of the affair, upstaging even
Brezhnev, despite the fact that in accor-
dance with Stalinist protocol his report
was substantially longer.

The Soviet leaders hailed the electoral
gains of the Italian CP in the June
elections. These gains followed a cam-
paign in which the Italian pro-Moscow
Stalinists went so far as to say that the
possibilities for building democratic social-
ism in Italy were safeguarded by member-
ship in NATO,

The tendency for the various national
bureaucracies to be pulled apart by differ-
ent national interests has also weakened
the Soviet bureaucracy’s grip on the
parties and regimes historically dependent
on it. For example, the Yugoslav and
Romanian regimes have protected parties
that go beyond what the Kremlin is
prepared to allow in the way of indepen-
dence, as in the case of the “interior”
faction of the Greek CP. They have helped
to prevent meetings of European CPs from
condemning Peking, even though it openly
allies itself with imperialism against the
USSR.
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The West European CPs’ attempts to
disassociate themselves from Stalinist
repression has resulted in wider recruit-
ment and electoral gains. But it has also
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undermined the dogmatic defenses of
Stalinism, including in the USSR.

The French CP’s criticism of the persecu-
tion of the left-wing Ukrainian dissident
Leonid Plyushch was clearly a major
factor in winning his release from a
psychiatric prison. His exile was a much
less grave form of victimization and
involved serious problems for the Kremlin.
This is the first well-known case since the
expulsion of Trotsky in which the Kremlin
has allowed a Marxist antibureaucratic
fighter to go abroad and make his views
known. It is also one of the first cases
since the great purges of active collabora-
tion between antibureaucratic fighters in
the Stalinist countries and revolutionists
in the capitalist world.

Trotskyists played a key role in building
the campaign for Plyushch’s release. And
he in turn, since his ouster, has helped to
clarify the nature of the dissident move-
ment and draw left forces into the cam-
paign against bureaucratic repression.

The political defeat for the Kremlin
represented by Plyushch’s release and the
publicizing of his views in the West was
followed up by a real shock to the Soviet
bureaucracy. In Paris on October 21,
Soviet press correspondents could see
representatives of the French CP share a
public platform with Plyushch and former
members of the Dubcek government who
were driven into exile by Soviet tanks.
They all spoke in support of political
prisoners in the Stalinized workers states,
including Vladimir Bukovsky in the
USSR.

After failing to report this incident in the

USSR for a week, the Soviet authorities
finally published a long article by the first
deputy minister of justice, responding to
the charges of political repression in the
USSR. Even then, they did so only in
Literaturnaia Gazeta, a weekly with a
relatively restricted circulation. The tone
was extremely violent, but in their argu-
ments the bureaucrats only got themselves
further entangled. (See IP, November 22, p.
1658.)

Despite the angry reaction of the Soviet
bureaucracy, apparently intended as a
warning, the French CP’s leading intellec-
tual, Jean Elleinstein, went further. He
said in a public debate November 24 that
the Kremlin had invaded Czechoslovakia
because it was afraid of the impact an
experiment in democratic socialism would
have on its own people.

Nonetheless, the December 3 Pravda
carried an article pointing with pride to
the electoral gains of the French CP.

One of the consequences of the Euro-
Communist maneuver is that the pressure
of the aspirations of the West European
workers for a democratic socialist system
is being transmitted into the heart of
Stalinism itself.

Since the emergence of Euro-
Communism has brought an assist to the
hard-pressed antibureaucratic fighters, it
would not be surprising if there were a
tendency among them to have illusions
about how far this “democratic” turn will
go. Such illusions are most clearly ex-
pressed by the East German poet Wolf
Biermann.

Nonetheless, in his first interview in Der
Spiegel after being deprived of his citizen-
ship in mid-November, Biermann put
Euro-Communism in a broader perspec-
tive: “This change has had a profound
impact on the reality in the German
Democratic Republic and on the people
there. It also represents the dialectic of a
historical process. The Stalinist faction in
the GDR both builds socialism and ob-
structs it—both at the same time. It
inspires socialist hopes it does not fulfill.”

Biermann was allowed to go on a concert
tour of West Germany following a mass
campaign that won broad support in the
West German labor movement. The formal
invitation came from I[.G. Metall, the
country’s biggest union. This campaign
started at Bochum University in the
Rhineland at a rally against political
blacklisting. A CP singer refused to
support Biermann’s right to perform. In
response, socialist students started a
campaign to bring Biermann to the univer-
sity as a symbol of opposition to all
political repression.

Once Biermann was in the West, the
bureaucracy deprived him of his citizen-
ship. He was a very poor choice of target
for such a measure. He is an outspoken
defender of Marxism and his views are
well-known. It cannot be maintained that
the bourgeois forces in West Germany are
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friendly to him.

By choosing this way to get rid of
Biermann, the East German bureaucracy
only highlighted him more as the symbol
of the socialist traditions and aspirations
of the German working class as a whole.
The action also provoked public dissent in

East Germany on a scale unknown since
the spontaneous workers rebellion in 1953.

Thus, in 1976, the manifold contradic-
tions of the Stalinist bureaucracy took
more acute forms. At the same time, the
international struggle for socialism is

Stalinists and Social Democrats Come to Capitalists’ Rescue

beginning more and more to leap over the
various walls set up by the bureaucrats.
There was clear progress toward develop-
ing direct links between the socialist and
workers movement in the capitalist coun-
tries and the antibureaucratic movement
for workers democracy in East Europe. O

Radicalization Continues to Advance in West Europe

By Gerry Foley

In 1976, the reformist workers parties
and reformist-led unions in West Europe
succeeded generally in containing or
diverting the radicalization of the masses
hit by rising unemployment and rising
prices.

However, there were indications that in
most countries the pressure was continu-
ing to build up, despite the efforts of the
Stalinists and Social Democrats. Among
the most spectacular of these were two
mass mobilizations of up to a million
persons each in Athens. The first was for
the funeral May 5 of Alekos Panagoulis,
hero of the antidictatorial resistance, killed
in a suspicious automobile accident. The
second was on November 17 to commemo-
rate the 1973 student uprising that dealt a
mortal blow to the dictatorship of the
colonels.

In Spain, within a few months after the
death of Franco in November 1975, the
spreading mass upsurge against the dicta-
torship began to threaten more and more
to wash over the Generalissimo’s succes-
sors. Protests against continued repression
and demands for amnesty for political
prisoners combined with strikes against
the government's attempts to make the
workers pay the costs of the international
economic crisis. The oppressed Basque
workers continued to set the pace in the
struggle, and mass mobilizations deve-
loped around demands for national rights
by the other oppressed nationalities in the
Spanish state.

By the latter part of 1976, authoritative
voices of American imperialism, such as
the New York Times, were beginning to
express fears that the “transition” regime
had lost control of the situation. It was
clear that the authorities had been forced
to concede a considerable number of de
facto democratic rights and that mass
mobilizations were developing rapidly on
all sorts of fundamental social and politi-
cal questions, including equal rights for
women. But the authorities continued to
carry out big repressive operations, and
the regime remained basically intact.

The fact that a national general strike
could be held November 12 was an
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indication of how far the mass mobiliza-
tion had advanced. But in its limitations it
also showed that the reformists were still
able to contain the movement.

In 1974, the fall of the Greek and
Portuguese dictatorships and the opening
up of explosive mass upsurges in these
countries prompted capitalist commenta-
tors to talk about the danger of “domi-
noes” falling from one end of the Mediter-
ranean to the other.

In 1976, Portugal and Greece continued
to set the tone for the Mediterranean tier.
But what they exemplified most strikingly
in the past year was the success of the
reformist parties in diverting mass up-
surges away from socialist revolution.

In Greece, the two Communist parties
called on the workers to join in a national
union with the bourgeoisie against the
threat of “Turkish chauvinism.” Thus,
they allowed the “de Gaulle of Greece,”
Premier Constantine Caramanlis, to con-
solidate his position.

In Portugal, both the CP and SP suffered
losses in the April elections, but the two
continued to hold a small overall majority.

Soares then made a deal with the MFA,
backing a military strongman, General
Ramalho Eanes, in the June presidential
elections. This decision aroused indigna-
tion among the rank and file of the SP,
and whole units openly defied the leader-
ship by refusing to campaign for Eanes.

The CP had an opportunity to appeal to
the SP ranks to unite around a candidate
that would represent the working class.
Instead, it tried to make its own deal with
Eanes, and only after being publicly
rebuffed did it decide to put up its own
candidate, Octavio Pato.

But Pato did not really oppose Eanes.
The CP continued fundamentally to apply
for the position of junior partner to the
MFA. Its only objective was to make a
show of strength in the elections to gain a
stronger hand in the bargain. This did not
inspire enthusiasm among the workers.
Pato polled under 8%, less than half of
what the party got in the legislative
elections.

The CP's “direct democracy” demagogy,

followed by its retreats, prepared the way
for the bourgeois demagogue Otelo Saraiva
de Carvalho, who gained about 16% of the
vote, mostly from supporters of the CP and
the radicalized petty-bourgeois groups
taken in by the “people’s power” rhetoric.

The workers showed in every possible
way that they did not want to vote for
Eanes. Despite the support of all the big
parties, given openly or underhandedly, he
got only 61% of the vote, with one-quarter
of the electorate abstaining. In the indus-
trial center of Setiibal, he failed even to get
a majority. The bulk of his vote must have
come from the bourgeois parties.

Eanes did support an all-SP government.
But he intended this government to func-
tion as his instrument. Well-informed
capitalist papers explained that the gener-
al had forced Soares to take a tougher line
on austerity than his cabinet would accept.
They began to talk about left-wingers in
the SP cabinet being an obstacle to
“effective” policy.

Soares was obliged to move to smash the
left wing of the SP. The campaign opened
before the party congress at the end of
October with a series of expulsions. At the
congress itself, the left wing was removed
from the effective party leadership. In the
weeks afterward, the SP labor bodies
controlled by the left were dissolved.
American officials in Lisbon let it be
known that new loans were conditional on
Soares bringing his party to heel.

The CP congress in November made it
clear that the party had not changed its
fundamental line. Speakers at the gather-
ing attacked the SP cabinet, but their
attacks were put in a context that showed
that as far as they were concerned, all the
vices of the government could be cured by
including a few CP ministers.

Despite continual setbacks suffered as a
result of the policies of the reformist
parties, the radicalization in Portugal
continues to recede very slowly. In the
December 12 municipal elections, the
workers parties once again got a majority
of the popular vote. The CP, which is not
as much identified with the government as
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its rival, topped its previous high of April
1975.

In Italy also, the reformists have come to
the rescue of a hard pressed bourgeoisie.
Here, the CP has gained almost unchal-
lenged leadership of the working class.
The SP, compromised by long association
with bourgeois governments, has been
reduced to a minor role.

In 1976, the bourgeoisie’s only viable
political instrument, the Christian Demo-
cratic party, which has ruled throughout
the postwar period, went into crisis. As a
Catholic party, it was hit hard by the rise
of the women’s liberation movement,
which challenged the Catholic moral code.
Its credibility was eroded by exposures of
bribes by Lockheed to high governmental
officials. The deepening of the economic
crisis showed that the successive Christian
Democrat governments had not achieved
stable economic development.

The onset of the crisis of the Christian
Democrats was marked by the victory of
the prodivorce forces in the May 1974
referendum. In 1976, the weekly magazine
Expresso and the Radical party, a small
activist formation, conducted a campaign
for a referendum on the right of abortion.

The CP, which has been seeking to
improve its relations with the Church,
tried to avoid a confrontation on these
questions. In an attempt to outflank the
CP to the left, the SP took a more
aggressive stance. Opinion polls showed
the SP gaining as a result, so party leaders
decided to use this issue to force a new
election, which was held June 20.

The SP failed, in fact, to make any
gains. Its objective was too obviously just
to gain a better bargaining position for
itself in governmental negotiations.

The Stalinists’ problem was different.
They sought to minimize their gains in the
elections, so as not to frighten the bour-
geoisie. They achieved this objective.
However, the bourgeois parties could not
achieve an effective majority without the
tacit support of the CP. This relationship
came to be known as the “popular front in
the corridors.”

Before announcing austerity measures
on October 1, Premier Giulio Andreotti
consulted with top CP economists. The CP,
however, was unable to prevent a wave of
spontaneous strikes against these steps.

Opposition developed in CP ranks and
became so extensive that it was voiced in a
muted way by Luigi Longo, the traditional
loyal left face of the party leadership.

The Italian and international press
began to note that it was becoming
possible to to see discussions develop in
the CP. It began to look as if the “demo-
cratic” turn of the CP, its so-called Euro-
Communism, was beginning to weaken the
Stalinist regime in the party itself.

In nearly all the Mediterranean coun-
tries where the bourgeoisie has long been
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politically weak, the old reformist workers
parties have experienced rapid growth. In
1976, the French CP increased its numbers
by more than 100,000. It also carried out a
very rapid facelifting.

The French CP, previously considered
the most hidebound of the mass CPs,
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abruptly took a turn to making criticisms
of the violation of democratic rights in the
Soviet bloc.

In one major area, however, the CP
remained inflexible. In 1976, the question
of the oppressed nationalities in France
emerged with considerable force. This was
exemplified, above all, by island-wide
general strikes in Corsica. But the CP
remained resolutely a French patriotic
party, devoted to the unity of France.

Throughout this year, an attitude of
waiting has dominated the mass move-
ment in France. The workers are hoping
for an electoral victory of the popular-
front-type coalition of the SP, the CP, and
bourgeois liberals to offer better conditions
for their struggles. This coalition, the
Union of the Left, has shown that it
intends to come to the rescue of capitalism
in France, like the reformist parties in
other Mediterranean countries.

In Northern Europe, the reformist par-
ties have played their role in a different
way. At the onset of the economic crisis,
SPs controlled most governments. The fact
that these parties failed to protect the
workers from the effects of the crisis, or
even carried out austerity policies on
behalf of the bourgeoisie, has led to
disillusion among the masses. The result
has been a series of gains for the bourgeois
parties.

This is particularly true in the case of
Great Britain, where the Labour party has
carried out a massive attack on workers’
living standards by cutting social spend-
ing to the bone and refusing to allow wage
increases sufficient to compensate for

inflation. The erosion of support for the
Labour party has been compounded by the
growth of nationalist movements in the
smaller nationalities incorporated into the
English state, with the result that the
party has continued to lose ground to both
the Conservative party and the Welsh and
Scottish nationalists.

In Sweden, the Social Democratic party
lost control of the government for the first
time in forty-four years. It lost by a narrow
margin. But its defeat had an internation-
al impact, since Sweden is the country
where the workers have made the greatest
social welfare gains.

In West Germany, the SP-liberal govern-
ment of Helmut Schmidt suffered serious
losses, although not enough to force its
resignation. But the bourgeoisie Christian
Democrats, unlike the right-wing SP lead-
ership, set their sights beyond this elec-
tion. They ran a violently reactionary
campaign against all forms of “collecti-
vism,” including extensive social welfare
programs. This was coupled with furious
red-baiting not only against the CP and
new left groups but against the left wing of
the Social Democracy itself. The thrust of
this campaign was to strengthen repres-
sion against the left.

The SP did not combat this offensive,
but responded by trying to prove how
conservative it was. Schmidt went so far
as to present himself as the protegé of
President Ford.

In most countries in 1976, attacks on
democratic rights increased. These in-
cluded an agreement by the Council of
Europe to abolish the right of asylum in
some cases, extensive political blacklisting
in Germany, and passage of laws in
Greece restricting the rights of trade-union
organization and permitting the govern-
ment to exile political offenders to remote
areas of the country.

However, one of the features of the
radicalization in the old capitalist centers
of Europe is that in none of the hotspots
that erupted in the late 1960s and early
1970s has the bourgeoisie decisively rev-
ersed the radicalization.

Relatively, the worst setbacks have come
in Ireland, because of the weakness of the
country vis-a-vis imperialism and the
political weaknesses of the traditional na-
tionalist organizations. In 1972, the mass
movement in Ireland went into decline. By
1976, it had reached rock bottom. Disillu-
sion with a continuing guerrilla war
without perspectives enabled bourgeois
figures to create a movement for peace at
any cost.

However, the economic decline has
begun to undermine the antinationalist
coalition government in Dublin. Broad
opposition has developed for the first time
to new repressive legislation. The attempt
to introduce the death penalty for political
crimes has been beaten back by the
international campaign in defense of the
Murrays, the young couple the bourgeoisie
selected as a test case. O
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Vietnam Reunified

A Year of Repression and Ferment in Asia

By Ernest Harsch

One of the most important chapters of
recent history came to a symbolic end this
year. On July 2, Vietnam, forcibly divided
and barbarically ravaged by French and
American imperialism for more than a
century, was officially reunited.

In the wake of the withdrawal of
American. imperialism’s army and the
collapse of the U.S.-backed Thieu regime in
1975, this measure formalized the exten-
sion of political control to the South by the
deformed workers state that has existed in
the North for two decades.

The political unification of the country,
however, presented the Stalinist rulers
with a major contradiction. While capital-
ism was abolished in the North, the
economy of the South was still capitalist in
nature, although an extremely feeble capi-
talism.

In keeping with their schema of a two-
stage revolution, the Vietnamese Stalinists
initially rejected a swift reunification of
the country and projected the development
of a “prosperous national democratic
economy”’ in the South over a long period.
But the maintenance of capitalism did not
prove possible. They have now been forced
to move toward the completion of the
social revolution in the South.

One of the main reasons for the Stalin-
ists’ hesitancy and the bureaucratic
manner in which the economic measures
are being carried out is their fear of an
unfettered mobilization of the wurban
masses and the development of struggles
toward workers democracy.

In Cambodia, another country in Indo-
china that has been successful in driving
out imperialism, the new rulers have
likewise shown a strong antipathy toward
the urban masses. Reports from Cambodi-
an refugees earlier this year said that the
forced migration from the cities to the
countryside that began in 1975 was contin-
uing. It is believed that about three million
city dwellers throughout Cambodia were
sent against their will to work in the rural
areas.

Gandhi Sets the Pace

In those countries of Asia still under
imperialist domination, repression was the
most common feature of political life.

Since the state of emergency that was
declared in June 1975, India has become
the largest of these countries to come
under authoritarian rule. With one sudden
blow, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi abol-
ished virtually all democratic rights and
imposed dictatorial rule on India’s 600
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million inhabitants—one-seventh of hu-
manity.

Since the Gandhi regime does not
disclose the names or whereabouts of those
arrested, it is not known how many
persons have been detained since the coup.
But even conservative estimates place the
number of political prisoners in the tens of
thousands. According to the London-based
Committee for Justice for Indian Political
Prisoners, there are about 200,000.

Even before the state of emergency, the
conditions in the jails and prison camps
were wretched, and brutality against
prisoners was common. In a document
submitted to the United Nations in June
1976, the International League for Human
Rights charged that the Gandhi regime
followed an “official policy” of “torture,
brutality, starvation and other mistreat-
ment of prisoners.”

Few of the political prisoners have been
brought to trial, or even charged. But on
October 4, Gandhi began the show trial of
George Fernandes, the chairman of the
Socialist party of India and a leader of the
May 1974 railway strike. Together with
twenty-one other defendants, he is accused
of having taken part in a “deep-rooted
criminal conspiracy” to overthrow the
Gandhi regime.

Despite the scale of the repression, there
have been signs of rising discontent
against Gandhi’'s rule.

In October, more than 75,000 textile
workers in Bombay struck work to protest
the slashing of bonus payments by the
government and the employers.

There has also been mass resistance in
some areas to the regime’s policies of
forced sterilization and “slum clearance,”
which have been adopted as means of
terrorizing the poorest sectors of the
Indian population. An Indian Trotskyist
described these revolts in an interview in
the November 1 Intercontinental Press (p.
1565):

“There was a revolt in Delhi, and some
in Maharashtra and in Uttar Pradesh
also. . . . In Delhi, when the slum dwellers
rebelled against the forced sterilization,
the regime kept quiet so that nobody would
know of it. But even after they issued a
curfew for a number of days, it kept
spreading. It was a very big struggle.”

In mid-October, police also fired into a
crowd of Muslims protesting in Muzaffar-
nagar against the forced sterilization
policy, reportedly killing between 50 and
150 persons.

Sri Lanka, Pakistan, and Bangladesh—
three other countries of the Indian

subcontinent—are also ruled by increas-
ingly repressive regimes.

India's Neighbors

In Sri Lanka, about 2,000 members and
sympathizers of the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP—People’s Liberation
Front) remain in the jails of Prime Minis-
ter Sirimavoe Bandaranaike. They were
originally arrested in 1971 after the Ban-
daranaike regime brutally crushed an
uprising led by JVP members and killed
thousands of youths.

In November, police fired into a crowd of
protesting students in Peradeniya, killing
at least one student. The murder ignited a
wave of student protests and labor strikes
throughout the country, some of which
demanded an end to the state of emergen-
cy that has been in effect since 1971.
Nearly 500,000 workers participated in one
of the strike actions. Bandaranaike threat-
ened to take even sterner measures to
bring the “indiscipline” under control.

Between 150 and 180 Pakistani tribes-
people were reportedly killed by govern-
ment troops during an uprising in that
country’s North-West Frontier Province
(NWFP) in September. The Bhutto regime
has faced considerable unrest in both
Baluchistan and the NWFP for several
years.

According to Amnesty International,
there are about 38,000 political prisoners in
Pakistan; in October, a rightist general
charged that there were 50,000.

Bangladesh, which won its indepen-
dence from Pakistan in 1971 after a long
and costly liberation struggle, has likewise
had its jails filled with political prisoners.
In August, the ruling military junta
executed Col. Abu Taher, a prominent
figure in the independence struggle and a
sympathizer of the main opposition party,
the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD—
National Socialist party). Two central
leaders of the JSD were sentenced to life
imprisonment.

In late November, the Bangladesh re-
gime indefinitely “postponed” the general
elections that had been scheduled for
February 1977.

Massacre at Thammasat University

More than three years ago, in October
1973, the students of Thailand demonstrat-
ed the political power of the student
movement when they led a mass upsurge
that toppled the military dictatorship of
Thanon Kittikachorn. When the Thai
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military moved to regain direct control in
October 1976, the student movement was
its first target.

Early on the morning of October 6,
thousands of police and rightist goons
surrounded Thammasat University in
Bangkok, where several thousand students
were staging protests. In a hail of automat-
ic weapons fire that lasted for four hours,
more than 100 students were massacred.
Some were beaten to death or lynched by
rightist thugs; at least one was burned
alive.

During the immediate aftermath of the
coup, more than 3,000 persons, mostly
students, were arrested. In the weeks that
followed, the total number of political
arrests climbed to about 5,500, as the junta
began rounding up those it deemed “detri-
mental to national security.” Five new
detention centers were being built in the
Bangkok area alone. Political prisoners
have been tortured and beaten and at least
eighteen student leaders are thought to
have been killed in prison.

A heavy press censorship was imposed.
Some newspapers and magazines were
shut down. The central labor federation,
the Labor Council of Thailand, was
abolished and key leaders of the council
were arrested. Strikes were banned. When
the universities were reopened in No-
vember, the teaching of all political theory,
“including democratic concepts,” was
barred. Millions of books and magazines
have been burned.

The new military junta, which calls
itself the National Administrative Reform
Council, made no secret of its support for
the American imperialists. Two days after
the coup, Thanat Khoman, a civilian
adviser to the junta, declared that “Thai-
land still offers some advantages to the
United States. For example, temporary use
of our air bases.”

The links between the Thai generals and
Washington are particularly close. During
the Vietnam War, Thailand served as a
base for many American bombing raids
over Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos. Many
of the Thai officers who staged the coup
were American-trained. Since the October
1973 upsurge, the sale of U.S. arms to the
Thai military was stepped up, reaching
$89.6 million worth in fiscal 1976, more
than the total orders from Thailand in the
preceding twenty-five years combined.

From Seoul to Jakarta

The dictatorship of Park Chung Hee in
South Korea is also heavily armed and
financed by Washington.

Under an emergency decree issued in
1975, almost all expression of dissent is
banned. It is illegal to criticize Park or his
undemocratic constitution. In August,
eighteen prominent dissidents, including
former President Yun Po Sun and former
presidential candidate Kim Dae Jung,
were sentenced to severe prison terms for
doing just that. One of the most well-
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known jailed dissidents is Kim Chi Ha, a
poet.

In face of this harsh repression, about
300 students at Seoul National University
defied the regime by staging a demonstra-
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tion December 8 to protest Park’s bribery
of American congressmen and to demand
the lifting of the emergency decree.

Park’s compatriot in Manila, Philippine
dictator Ferdinand Marcos, has also faced
resistance to his repressive regime. In one
of the largest protests in the Philippines
since martial law was declared in 1972,
about 3,000 workers and students demon-
strated May 1 for an increased minimum
wage and the return of the right to strike.

The Marcos regime has admitted hold-
ing 4,000 persons without charges. In
June, Amnesty International condemned
the widespread use of torture against
political prisoners in the Philippines.

The situation in other Asian countries
was little different:

* Acting in concert, the regimes of
Singapore and Malaysia arrested four
Malay journalists in June, accusing them
of participation in a “communist scheme.”
A month earlier, the Singapore regime
announced that it had arrested seventeen
“subversives.”

* Amnesty International charged in
October that the regime in Taiwan was
holding several hundred political prison-
ers, including Hsieh Ts'ung-min, a promi-
nent editor.

® All universities in Burma were shut
down in March after 7,000 students
marched through Rangoon, demanding an

end to military rule. Student activist Tin
Maung was sentenced to death.

e The Indonesian regime announced
December 1 that it had released 2,650
political prisoners who had been in jail
since 1965. Many of them are being sent
into forced exile on some of Indonesia’s
outer islands, however. The Jakarta re-
gime admits still holding 29,000 political
prisoners, although the real number is
thought to be much higher.

Japan's ‘Watergate'

In partnership with Washington, Japan-
ese imperialism is one of the major props
for many of these repressive regimes. In
addition, according to a report released by
the Bank of Japan in October, Tokyo's
share of foreign investments in Asia now
exceeds that of the U.S. imperialists. The
utilization of Tokyo’s growing strength is
an important factor in Washington’s plans
to maintain imperialist economic and
political domination of the region.

One sordid aspect of this alliance came
to light in February, when officials of the
American Lockheed Aircraft Corporation
testified that they had paid out a total of
$12.6 million in bribes to Japanese busi-
ness and political figures between 1958
and 1975 in order to consummate sales of
Lockheed planes to Japanese airlines and
to the Japanese military.

It was later revealed that some of the
bribes were channeled through a New
York-based firm of international money
dealers that was linked to the Central
Intelligence Agency. The CIA, moreover,
had had a “working relationship” with
rightist gangster Yoshio Kodama, one of
Lockheed’s agents, since the late 1940s,
and had funded a number of Japanese
ultrarightist groups as well as the ruling
Liberal Democratic party (LDP).

The bribery scandal produced a political
uproar throughout Japan. Mass demon-
strations, rallies, and strikes were staged
to demand full disclosure of everyone
connected with the affair. The LDP, which
is the only significant bourgeois party in
Japan, saw its popular support slip to an
all-time low.

As the country entered a general election
in December, the Japan Revolutionary
Communist League, Japanese section of
the Fourth International, called for a vote
for the Socialist and Communist parties as
a working-class alternative to the bour-
geoisie’s corrupt LDP regime.

Although the LDP managed to hang on
to power after the elections, it was badly
shaken. It retained a bare majority of seats
in the lower house of parliament only with
the support of eight independents. The
results were an important indicator of the
mass mood.

The American imperialists are keeping a
close eye on the situation in Japan, since a
downfall of the LDP regime could have
profound repercussions not only within
Japan, but throughout Asia. O
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Year of Betrayal in Middle East

S

Palestinian Masses Knifed in Back by Arab Regimes

By David Frankel

Two big events dominated the Middle
East in 1976: the upsurge of the Palestini-
an masses living under Israeli rule, and
the defeat of the Palestinian-Muslim-leftist
coalition in Lebanon.

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
opened up the new year on January 4,
1976, with a threat of war. Warning that
“serious developments might result” from
the January 12-26 United Nations Security
Council debate on the Arab-Israel conflict,
Rabin pointedly added that Israel had
“sufficient military strength to provide it
with room for political maneuver, but
possibly we will have to give expression to
this [military strength] sooner than many
think.”

Rabin was responding to the 11-to-1 vote
in the Security Council in favor of seating
a representative of the Palestine Libera-
tion Organization (PLO) during the Middle
East debate. The vote, taken at the
insistence of the Syrian regime, was one
more step in a diplomatic offensive by the
Arab regimes that had left the Israeli state
more isolated than at any time in its
previous history.

Although the Rabin government reacted
by boycotting the debate, the general
feeling in Israel was voiced by one journal-
ist who said, “It can already be seen that
within a short period Israel will turn from
a boycotting state into a boycotted state.”

The purpose of the Arab regimes was
merely to apply diplomatic pressure for a
deal with the Zionist state. But their
limited initiative in the United Nations
helped to inspire a wholly different type of
initiative in the Israeli-occupied West
Bank. Barely had the debate in the
Security Council ended January 26, when
protests against the Israeli occupation
broke out in Jerusalem, Nablus, Ramallah,
Hebron, Jericho, and other towns.

It soon became apparent that the up-
surge on the West Bank was the biggest
popular mobilization since the area had
been conquered by Israel in 1967. The
occupation forces answered the protests
with arrests, beatings, curfews, travel
restrictions, heavy collective fines, and
increased censorship aimed at stopping
news of the actions from getting out.

Still, the demonstrations continued.
Increasingly heavy-handed repression suc-
ceeded only in pushing more Palestinians
into the struggle. Israeli troops, who
regularly fired machine guns into the air
to terrorize the Arab population, began to
shoot to hit.

Ten-year-old Ali Hassan Afana, who
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was shot down for throwing stones at a
vehicle filled with soldiers, was the first
Palestinian to die. His death on March 22
was followed by two more on March 23
and 24. This time, the victims were beaten
to death by Israeli troops.

But the Palestinian masses refused to be
intimidated. Instead, the struggle against
the occupation inspired the Palestinian
population inside Israel’s pre-1967 borders
to stand up as well. On March 30 a general
strike by Israeli Arabs paralyzed the
Galilee region. At least one-quarter of the
Arab workers in Israel stayed away from
their jobs despite threats that they would
be fired.

New York Times correspondent Terence
Smith commented that “the dimension of
the day's disturbances clearly startled
Israeli officials.”

Christian Science Monitor columnist
Joseph C. Harsch concluded that the
protests “shatter any theory that the half
million Arabs inside Israel and the million
Arabs on the West Bank and in Gaza are
satisfied with their lot.”

The response of the Zionist regime to the
March 30 general strike was savage. Police
throughout Israel were ordered to ‘‘keep
the peace everywhere and in any way
possible.” Before the day was over, six
Palestinians had been killed and dozens
wounded.

Zionist racists in Tel Aviv began to
make jokes about flying Arab children
being hit by “warning shots” supposedly
fired into the air, but the reaction of
supporters of Israel around the world was
more somber. “Israel was once largely
perceived as a haven for oppressed Jews.
Will it now begin to be seen by many as a
country which itself oppresses a million
and a half Arabs?” Harsch asked in the
Christian Science Monitor.

Washington Post columnist Joseph
Kraft noted that “the suppression of these
protests by force has given the Israelis
another black eye all around the world.”

Rabin, however, was just beginning. On
April 9, with the blood still fresh on his
hands, he greeted South African Prime
Minister John Vorster in Jerusalem. Vors-
ter’s four-day visit included tours of Israeli
warships, arms factories, and military
installations.

“White South Africa has reacted with a
mixture of astonishment and delight to the
announcement that Prime Minister John
Vorster has negotiated an economic, scien-
tific, and industrial pact with Israel,”
Humphrey Tyler reported in the April 14

Christian Science Monitor. “Even opposi-
tion parties acknowledge it is a triumph
for Mr. Vorster and a significant break-
through for his government.”

Vorster, of course, was soon to have his
own problems in South Africa. But even
before the upsurge by the Black masses
there, Rabin’s decision to welcome him
was a telling indication of how isolated the
Zionist state was.

Meanwhile, the protests on the West
Bank, along with the “accidental” killings
by Israeli troops, continued. It was Syrian
President Hafez al-Assad, whose maneuv-
ers in the United Nations had been
responsible for pushing the issue of Pales-
tine before the Security Council at the
beginning of the year, who now took the
Israeli regime off the hook, at least for the
moment.

On June 1, Assad’s army marched into
Lebanon. Three more Palestinian youths
had been gunned down on the West Bank
less than two weeks before Assad’s move,
but with his invasion world attention
shifted to the events in Lebanon.

For months, Assad had been openly
pushing for a settlement in Lebanon that
would leave basically intact the discrimi-
natory political structure through which
the Christian minority dominated the
country. Such an outcome, achieved under
his direction, would maximize Syrian
influence in Lebanon. But bigger stakes
were also involved: Assad was attempting
to gain both control over the Palestinian
liberation movement and closer relations
with Washington in preparation for negoti-
ations with Israel.

The editors of the Washington Post
concluded June 15 that Assad’s “determi-
nation to trim the Palestinians to size will
have to be taken as serious evidence of his
desire to move toward a general settlement
with Israel.”

Rabin had nothing to say about any
“general settlement,” but on the issue at
hand—the Syrian invasion—he declared
June 2, “. ., . I will not stand in the way of
anyone who wants to subdue [PLO leader
Yassir] Arafat’s terrorists.”

Henry Kissinger also praised Assad’s
“constructive role” in Lebanon. As for the
other Arab regimes, they withheld open
endorsement of the invasion until most of
the dirty work—such as the slaughter at
Tel Zaatar—was over. But as Arafat told
the foreign ministers of the Arab League
countries June 30:

“You, the 20 members of the League, are
sitting here either in silence or paying lip-
service to the Palestinian cause while the
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Palestinians are being slaughtered. Pales-
tinian blood is cheap to you.”

In a December 9 dispatch from Beirut,
New York Times correspondent Henry
Tanner reported, “Fatah and the guerrilla
organizations fighting at its side have lost
as many as 20 percent of their leaders and
3,000 of their best fighters as well as more
than 20,000 civilians in Lebanon, accord-
ing to an unofficial Palestinian estimate,
and the real figure may be higher.”

With the Syrian army in control of
Lebanon and Syrian tanks dug in around
the refugee camps there, the Palestinians
are under heavy pressure to fall in with the
Arab regimes intent on opening new
negotiations with Israel. Pressure is also
being exerted by the Stalinist regimes in
the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.
They are as eager as the Arab capitalists
for a deal with imperialism in the Middle
East.

Al Hurriya, the newspaper of the Demo-
cratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine,
published an article by Amer Jasem De-
cember 13 reporting on some of the advice
given to Arafat during a visit to Belgrade
and Bucharest earlier in December.

According to a report on Jasem’s article
in the December 14 New York Times,
Arafat was told both in Yugoslavia and
Romania that “what is needed is a major
political shift in favor of moderation so the
P.L.O. may become acceptable to the
Americans.”

The Stalinists promised Arafat: “The
Americans are ready to recognize you on
condition you become moderate. The Amer-
icans are ready to accept a Palestinian
state provided you are moderate, and the
Americans are ready to exercise pressure
on Israel only if you are moderate.”

This is precisely the strategy of the Arab
governments—to rely on the goodwill of
American imperialism. According to this
delusion, if the Arab regimes can only
prove their helpfulness to Washington the
American imperialists will reciprocate by
pressuring Israel to withdraw from the
occupied territories and acquiesce in the
establishment of a Palestinian entity on
the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip.

But the first prerequisite for this stra-
tegy is the recognition of the Israeli
colonial-settler state. So far, the PLO as a
whole has resisted the pressure to give up,
in the name of the Palestinian people, their
rightful claim to repatriation in Palestine
and the establishment of a unitary Palesti-
nian state there. It is clear, however, that a
sharp struggle is raging within the PLO
over this question.

If the PLO, bled white from its losses in
Lebanon and facing a united front of its
supposed allies, is forced to either explicit-
ly or implicitly recognize the legitimacy of
the Israeli state, it would be a serious blow
to the Palestinian liberation struggle.
There is no reason to believe, though, that
such a retreat would result in the establish-
ment of a Palestinian state, or even in the
withdrawal of Israel from the occupied
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territories. A look at the real factors
involved in the Middle East conflict shows
why.

To begin with, the Israeli regime does
not want a settlement. While Rabin would
gladly accept the political gift of recogni-
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tion of Israel by the PLO, his government
continues to spend millions on new settle-
ments in the occupied territories. It rules
out returning Jerusalem, the Golan
Heights, the Gaza Strip, and large areas of
the Sinai Peninsula. It insists on perpetual
military control of the West Bank, as well
as annexation of a large part of its
territory.

Although the Zionists talk about their
need for recognized borders, their whole
history has been to expand the borders of
Israel. The latest example is Lebanon,
where the Israelis have built a dependent
right-wing militia force among the Chris-
tian population and declared the area
south of the Litani River off limits to any
force they do not approve of. They have
established a virtual protectorate there.

Rabin’s attitude was summed up De-
cember 2 when he said in Tel Aviv that
Israel, with American help, had acquired
sufficient military strength to afford it
“maximum freedom of political maneuver-
ability” in any negotiations. He added that
American aid commitments have guaran-
teed Israel qualitative military superiority
in the Middle East for the next five to ten
years. In other words, Rabin was saying
that Israel can afford to sit in the occupied
territories for another five or ten years
without fear of being forced out. And that
is exactly what he intends to do.

Only American pressure could change

this intransigent Israeli stand. But what it
would take is not merely diplomatic notes
and statements of regret, but a cutoff of
American aid. This is hardly likely to
happen.

Because of its colonial-settler character,
the Israeli state is abjectly dependent on
the support of American imperialism. This
ensures its reliability as an agent regard-
less of what government is in control at
any given time.

The same guarantee does not hold in the
case of the Arab states. The regimes in
these countries are subject to mass anti-
imperialist pressure by their own people,
and a government friendly to American
interests one day may turn into a hostile
one the next. Thus, while the American
imperialists welcome the services per-
formed by the Arab regimes for them—
such as Assad’s intervention in Lebanon—
they will continue to favor Israel as their
main instrument in the Middle East.

Within this context, while Washington is
not willing to tolerate an Israeli military
defeat, or even a serious weakening of
Israel, it is willing to throw its Arab clients
a bone now and then by voting against
Israel in the United Nations on one or
another question, or by saying that the
Israelis are not being flexible enough. That
is the ABC of diplomacy.

Even if the Israelis were to agree to
withdraw from sections of the occupied
territories in return for political conces-
sions from the Arab states, this would be a
far cry from the establishment of a
Palestinian state.

Some Israeli “doves”—arguing from the
standpoint of how best to hold onto the
bulk of the land stolen by the Zionist state
while maintaining a progressive and
democratic facade—insist that the categor-
ical rejection of any Palestinian entity by
the Rabin government is a mistake. In the
December 6 issue of Newsweek, retired
Gen. Matityahu Peled, a prominent Israeli
advocate of this view, pointed out:

“. .. I would expect the Palestinian
state to be de facto, if not de jure,
demilitarized, with no air force or signifi-
cant anti-aircraft capability. Moreover, the
Palestinian state would consist of Gaza
and the West Bank, and daily communica-
tions between the two halves would depend
on Israel. The security border of Israel
would be the Jordan River, because we
would insist that no Arab army be allowed
to ever cross it.”

Such a state, then, would not be allowed
to pursue an independent foreign policy
lest it make military alliances with the
wrong countries; it would not be allowed to
have its own army; its economy and
communications would be in the hands of
Israel; in short, it would not be an
independent state. It would be a reserva-
tion, a Bantustan for the Palestinian
people, controlled by their enemies.

Rabin and his advisers are well aware of
this. But they have no intention of with-
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drawing from anywhere near enough
territory for even the pretense of an
independent state to be workable, and they
oppose any formulation that tends to
legitimize the idea of sizable withdrawals.

Rabin is also aware of the power of the
Palestinian national liberation movement,
and the danger that this movement would
begin to break through the restrictions and
forms imposed on even a nominally
independent Palestinian entity. The up-
surge on the West Bank, including new
demonstrations there in December, was a

pointed reminder of this possibility.

The issue of principle involved in the
debate within the Palestinian movement is
not whether or not to oppose the establish-
ment of a Palestinian government of some
type on any land vacated by Israel, The
real question that is being posed is
whether to surrender the claim of the
Palestinian people to all of their homeland
in the hopes of being granted such a
Palestinian entity.

In the current situation, all the talk
about a West Bank state is really only bait

Escalating Repression and Impoverishment

to get the PLO to recognize Israel and give
its stamp of approval to the negotiations
desired by the Arab regimes. Those who
think that the establishment of some type
of Palestinian entity as a result of the
coming negotiations is already decided are
mistaken. Far more likely is a stalemate in
the negotiations and another Middle East
war.

The expectations of the Israeli regime
were made clear December 13 when it
formally requested delivery of 250 F-16
fighter planes from the U.S. government.

Heavy Blows Against Latin American Masses

By Judy White

Escalation of police terror and “unoffi-
cial violence against even their mildest
critics, and efforts to get out from under
the devastating effects of the world eco-
nomic crisis were salient features of the
actions of Latin American governments in
1976.

With the exception of the big upsurge in
Bolivia in the early months of the year,
most of the battles fought by the Latin
American working class were defensive
ones that went down in defeat.

The March 24 military coup in Argenti-
na marked the fall of the last bourgeois-
democratic regime in the Southern Cone
and a setback for the most highly orga-
nized sector of the Latin American work-
ing class. Argentine dictator Jorge Vide-
la's crusade to “annihilate subversion”
gave encouragement to the repressive
plans of bourgeois governments through-
out the area.

On the economic front, austerity mea-
sures, “denationalizations,” and an “open
door” to imperialist investment more and
more replaced the timid nationalist poli-
cies of previous years.

Washington provided succor to even the
most brutal and bankrupt regimes. It used
its domination of the Organization of
American States to get that body to
whitewash the Chilean dictatorship’s on-
going use of torture. The U.S. government
and the international organizations it
“strongly influences” provided Pinochet
with $1.8 billion in aid.

At a time when rising opposition to
Brazilian President Ernesto Geisel’s tor-
ture and murder of dissidents was getting
international publicity, Secretary of State
Kissinger, during a February tour of Latin
American capitals, described the Brazilian
regime as one of the two governments in
the world with the most profound “concern
for human dignity and for the basic values
of man.”
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The other government Kissinger was
referring to was the United States, which
ignored the growing demands for the
release of the longest-held political prison-
ers in the Western Hemisphere—the five
Puerto Rican nationalists being held in
U.S. jails.

Washington did not allow its concern for
human dignity to stand in the way of
seeking to hold onto the Canal Zone and
its military bases in Panama.

Washington also continued its campaign
of sabotage of the Castro government.
Nine terrorist actions were carried out
against Cuba between April 6 and October
6, the date the Cubana Airlines plane was
blown up off Barbados killing seventy-
three persons.

In an October 15 speech in Havana

describing these carefully orchestrated
attacks, Prime Minister Fidel Castro
asked, “Who, if not the CIA, under the
protection of the conditions of domination
and impunity which the imperialists have
established in this hemisphere, could do
such things?”

Nonetheless, international protests had
an effect in Latin America.

* On April 3 they won a stay of
execution for Desmond Trotter, a Black
power leader from the Caribbean island of
Dominica.

* Herndn Cuentas, a leader of the
Peruvian miners union and the Partido
Obrero Marxista Revolucionario (Revolu-
tionary Marxist Workers party), was freed
at the end of April along with another
miner leader and four labor attorneys.

e In Chile, more than 300 political
prisoners were released in the course of the
year.

® In mid-December, Argentine President
Jorge Videla announced he would release
198 persons being held under the state of
siege.

The Argentine coup took place as the
regime of Isabel Perén was about to
default on $1.1 billion in foreign debts.
Attempts to impose an austerity program
had been beaten back once again by the
workers. As a result of the Peronist
regime’s inability to resolve the crisis,
there was a fragmentation of the Peronist
movement and decay of the regime. The
military moved in to prepare an assault on
the workers movement.

Videla quickly consolidated his control.
Within a matter of days he outlawed all
political and trade-union organizations
and activity, placed all public services and
work places under military control, reinsti-
tuted the death penalty for acts of “‘sabo-
tage,” ordered “saboteurs” shot on sight,
and imposed a tight censorship on the
press.
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The junta whipped up a campaign of
xenophobia to facilitate the victimization
of the tens of thousands of political exiles
who were living in Argentina as one of the
last refuges from bloody tyrants in other
parts of the continent. Repressive forces of
other countries were allowed to get their
hands on these refugees. At least fourteen
Uruguayan exiles who had been kid-
napped and disappeared in Argentina, for
example, were reported by authorities in
Montevideo to be under detention in their
native land on October 28.

Added to the hate-mongering against
foreigners is a campaign of anti-Semitism
directed against Argentina’s 500,000 Jews.

The number of political prisoners
swelled from the 5,000 at the time of the
coup to an estimated 20,000 by early
September. Among them are more than
100 Trotskyists of the Partido Socialista de
los Trabajadores (PST—Socialist Workers
party), the most prominent of whom is
José Francisco Pdez—a leader of the auto
workers union and the PST’s vice-presiden-
tial candidate in the 1973 elections. Sever-
al Trotskyists of the Liga Comunista
Revolucionaria (LCR—Revolutionary
Communist League) and the Politica
Obrera and Meanifiesto Obrero groups are
also being held.

Many of the arrest victims were picked
up in the massive raids the junta has been
carrying out in working-class districts. In
one such raid in September, 574 persons
were detained.

The number of persons murdered out-
right as part of the “official” repression is
escalating. The bourgeois press reported
November 17 that so far that month 101
“subversives” had been gunned down.

Extralegal terrorist gangs like the Alian-
za Anticomunista Argentina (AAA—
Argentine  Anticommunist  Alliance),
which had been functioning under govern-
ment auspices since the 1973 return of
Juan Perén, stepped up their activities in
the months prior to the coup. Their
kidnappings and murders of trade-union
and political activists have become more
blatant since March 24. On August 20, for
example, they removed forty-seven politi-
cal prisoners from Buenos Aires jails,
drove them to the suburbs, and gunned
them down.

The main goal of this repression has
been to help the Argentine bourgeoisie
counteract the effects of the world crisis of
capitalism by driving down the standard
of living of the country’s masses. Official
statistics showed that in terms of real
wages, almost twice as much was required
to fill the family food basket in November
as January.

Working-class resistance to this brutal
drive began to get sizable in early Sep-
tember. Twenty thousand auto workers
struck for three days to protest an insuffi-
cient wage increase granted by the junta
September 1. They were forced back to
work by threats of government repression.

However, one month later, light and
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power workers paralyzed the Greater
Buenos Aires area for more than two
weeks in protest against the layoff of 208
of their union leaders. Videla had to use
redbaiting in conjunction with a military
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occupation of light and power companies
to break this strike.

As 1976 draws to a close, new reports of
strikes among auto workers and longshore-
men over economic issues show that the
junta still has a long way to go to smash
the Argentine workers movement.

Resistance and repression accompanied
attempts to impose austerity programs in
other parts of Latin America too.

On July 1 a strike paralyzed Lima’s
public transportation system. Bus drivers
were demanding immediate cancellation of
gasoline price increases that were part of
an austerity package presented the day
before by Peruvian President Francisco
Morales Bermiidez.

Morales Bermidez declared a state of
emergency and arrested 300 students,
workers, and “criminals.” Among those
arrested was Hugo Blanco, the well-known
Peruvian revolutionist and leader of a
mass peasant movement in the 1960s. One
week later Blanco was deported to Sweden,
although he was clearly not directly
involved in the mass demonstrations that
swept Peru's cities protesting the austerity
plan.

On September 10 mass demonstrations
began in the secondary schools of Panama
City to protest government-decreed price
increases for milk and rice. The protests,
which lasted for eleven days, quickly
spread to other sectors of the population.
Panamanian President Omar Torrijos
called out the National Guard, which used

tear gas, rubber truncheons, dogs, and
antiriot pellets fired from shotguns to
attack the demonstrators. As many as 500
persons were arrested and dozens
wounded.

Torrijos also uses the tactic of deporta-
tion to get his opponents out of the way.
Among a group of eleven critics of his
regime who were deported in February was
Miguel Antonio Bernal, a revolutionary-
socialist professor of law and political
science at the University of Panama.

Austerity plans were also forced on the
masses of Colombia and Puerto Rico, who
had hitherto not experienced them. And
the new Mexican President, José Lépez
Portillo, has announced that his govern-
ment will be one of austerity.

Even Venezuela, the country least affect-
ed by the crisis because of its oil resources,
imposed an austerity program in 1976—the
Fifth Plan of the Nation.

Throughout Latin America, there were
other repercussions of the world economic
crisis.

After twenty-two years of stability, the
Mexican peso began to plummet down-
wards on August 31, bringing that country
to “its worst financial panic since the
revolution of 1910,” commented New York
Times economics analyst Leonard Silk
November 25.

At the same time, land hunger drove
thousands of peasants in the north of
Mexico to occupy plantations.

In September the “revolutionary” regime
of Francisco Morales Bermudez agreed to
pay the San Francisco-based Marcona
Corporation $61.4 million for Peru’s expro-
priation of the large mining company.
Marcona had been taken over in July 1975
with much fanfare about the “immoral
conduct” typical of “the great multination-
al consortiums.” Fourteen months later,
faced with economic problems that in-
cluded a $1 billion trade deficit for 1976,
the military agreed to pay up in exchange
for a loan package totaling $550 million.

New “open door” policies are being
advanced by several Latin American
governments. Their results can be most
clearly seen in Chile.

Following the 1973 coup that overthrew
the Allende government, the junta turned
back nationalized sectors of the economy
to their former imperialist and Chilean
owners and instituted “free-enterprise
capitalism.” Three years later, reported
Jonathan Kandell in the December 8 issue
of the New York Times, “Chile is mired in
industrial stagnation and runaway infla-
tion.”

“The economy has not regained the
production levels of the late 1960’s,”
Kandell said, “and living standards for
most of the 10 million Chileans continue to
drop.”

What a worker making the legal min-
imum wage in 1969 could buy of essential
foodstuffs with slightly more than half his
income, he cannot buy today even with his
entire earnings. O
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The United States in 1976

‘Sour National Mood’ Has American Rulers Worried

By David Frankel

The American capitalist class celebrated
the two-hundredth anniversary of its rule
in 1976 by stepping up its assault on the
standard of living of the masses of
working people and by reinstituting the
barbarous death penalty. These, however,
were not the issues that were discussed by
Carter and Ford in the bicentennial
presidential election campaign.

While the candidates double-talked their
way through the “Great Debates,” and the
media discussed Carter’s views on lust, the
evidence of deep questioning and dissatis-
faction among the American people
mounted. The American ruling class hoped
that the election contest would complete
the post-Vietnam, post-Watergate recon-
struction begun with their decision to
dump Nixon. But the longed-for restora-
tion of trust and confidence in the govern-
ment fell far short of those hopes.

Wall Street Journal correspondent Alan
L. Otten complained in an October 21
column about *“the emptiness and dreari-
ness of the campaign. . . .

“Everywhere one goes, the reaction is
much the same. Rather than merely
expressing disinterest or apathy, people
are speaking with active distaste of the
choice before them. ... In 25 years of
covering presidential campaigns, this
reporter has never encountered such a sour
national mood.”

With the exception of the 1948 election,
when the masses of Blacks in the South
were effectively disenfranchised, the voter
turnout was the lowest in the past fifty
years.

The fact is that the 1976 election solved
nothing for the ruling class. The capitalist
rulers face a continuing problem, one that
was examined in some detail by analysts
after the election. Michael Barone, an
executive in the Hart polling firm, stressed
the “strong underlying desire for change”
among the American people in an article
in the November 28 New York Times
Magazine.

Barone, who had access to the Hart
organization’s polls over the whole election
period, pointed out: “The overwhelming
majority of nonvoters believe that their
vote will never make any difference and
that all politicians say one thing and do
another; they believe that things are
headed in the wrong direction, and will
continue that way no matter who wins
elections. Their nonvoting is an actual
vote of no confidence in our politicians and
political system.”

This view was backed up by a New York
Times-CBS News study conducted after
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the election. The study found that “nonvo-
ters were much more likely [than voters] to
say that one person’s vote makes no
difference, that there is no difference
between the major parties, or that it makes
no difference who is president. These
feelings are especially prevalent among
those in the lower socio-economic
classes. . . .”

While the decline in voter turnout is one
indication of the growing disillusionment
with the two-party system, doubts and
dissatisfaction are almost as prevalent
among those who did vote. The Times-CBS
poll found that both voters and nonvoters
agreed by a majority of 55% that “public
officials don’'t care much about what
people like me think.” Fifty-eight percent
of voters and 59% of nonvoters agreed
that “the government is pretty much run
for a few big interests. . . .” Finally, 41%
of voters and 58% of nonvoters agreed that
“the country needs more radical change
than is possible through the ballot box.”

The big question, of course, is whether
such discontent will remain passive. In
this regard, the most important objective
factor at work in the United States over
the past year was the continuing economic
uncertainty and insecurity facing the
American people.

At the beginning of 1976, capitalist
economists were confident that the worst
economic slump since World War II was
finally over, at least in the United States.
“The economic recovery is still moving as
1976 opens,” Business Week announced in
its first issue of the year, adding that, “The
advance has slowed considerably from last
summer’s upsurge, but it is now more solid,
and hence more sustainable.”

Wall Street celebrated in typical
fashion—the stock market soared forty-six
points in the first four trading days of
1976.

As the year drew to a close, however,
American industrial production was
stalled once again, and factory layoffs
were increasing. Capital appropriations by
the 1,000 largest American manufacturers
fell 9% in the third quarter, and new
investment is expected to remain weak in
1977.

Even at the height of the capitalist
recovery, unemployment never fell below
7.3%, and on December 3 the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor announced that unemploy-
ment in November had gone up to 8.1%
from 7.9% the month before. The weakness
of the economic upturn has become appar-
ent to all.

Anxiety over the prospects for the
economy was the dominant factor in
Jimmy Carter’s victory in the presidential
election. But the illusion that a Carter
victory would help reduce the level of
unemployment and help stop government
cutbacks, while necessary for his election,
will prove to be a problem for Carter as
president.

Having won the election, Carter lost no
time in telling the American people that
they should not expect his administration
to cut unemployment below the level of 6.4
or 6.5% by the end of 1977. Even this
modest goal was disavowed December 5 by
Bert Lance, Carter’s choice for the director
of the Office of Management and Budget, a
key economic post.

Lance, a Georgia banker, told reporters,
“l rather doubt that anybody could say
we're going to be able to reduce unemploy-
ment by one-and-one-half percent next
year.”

An even more graphic indication of what
type of policies Carter will pursue was
given when his aides let it be known that
high on Carter’s list for the post of
secretary of the treasury were A W. Claus-
en, president of the Bank of America, and
Irving Shapiro, chairman of the Du Pont
Company. Although these two captains of
American finance and industry later
indicated that they would not be available
for the post, Carter's point had already
been made.

Equally revealing was Carter's appoint-
ment of Cyrus Vance as secretary of state.
Vance, who sits on the hoard of directors
of IBM, Pan American World Airways,
and the New York Times, among other
corporations, was a key architect of
American policy in Vietnam. From 1964 to
1967 he served as President Lyndon
Johnson’s number-two man in the Penta-
gon, a post that was followed up by a stint
as the deputy chief of the American team
in the Paris negotiations on Vietnam.

Like Kissinger, Rusk, and Dulles before
him, Vance has close ties with the Rocke-
feller family. He was appointed chairman
of the board of the Rockefeller Foundation
in September 1975. His record also in-
cludes a number of “special assignments”
under Johnson. In May 1965 he went to
Santo Domingo to help oversee the inva-
sion of the Dominican Republic by 20,000
U.S. Marines. In July 1967 he took charge
of the military force sent to crush the
Black rebellion in Detroit. And in 1968
Vance headed the 9,000 U.S. troops John-
son sent into Washington, D.C., to put
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down the rebellion there that followed the
assassination of Martin Luther King.

Carter’s appointments are clearly in-
tended to reassure any who fear that his
rhetoric about change is meant seriously.
His most audacious move so far was to
announce that he would wear a business
suit rather than formal attire at his inaug-
uration.

Meanwhile, the economic and social
problems facing the American people
continue unresolved. The New York City
financial crisis, which has become a
symbol for the plight of cities around the
United States, is an indicator of the real
issues that will confront Carter.

City officials reminded the public in
October that they plan to cut an additional
$500 million from New York’s budget in
the coming year. And on December 6, New
York State Governor Hugh Carey an-
nounced that the state budget would have
to be balanced by cutting another $1
billion in aid to local areas.

The American labor movement has
remained paralyzed in the face of the
capitalist economic offensive. The class-
collaborationist bureaucracy has so far
managed to keep the unions tied to the
Democratic party, but 1976 saw new
indications of the pressures for change in
the trade-union movement. The rank and
file of the unions is feeling the economic
squeeze and it is beginning to react.

From this point of view, one of the most
important events on the American political
scene in 1976 was the opening of the
campaign of Ed Sadlowski, the head of the
Steelworkers Fight Back movement, for
the presidency of the United Steelworkers
of America (USWA).

With 1.4 million members, the USWA is
one of the three largest trade unions in the
United States, along with the Teamsters
and the Auto Workers. The entrenched
bureaucracy that has controlled the USWA
since its formation in 1942 is being
challenged by an insurgent slate calling
for a militant defense of workers’ interests.

The Steelworkers Fight Back movement
has been built around the right of the
union membership to vote on basic steel
contracts, opposition to the no-strike deal
worked out between the companies and the
current union leadership, and the need for
democracy within the union. However, it
has not been limited to such issues. For
instance, Sadlowski says:

Anyone that doesn’t realize that racism exists
in the steel industry has got their head in the
sand. Anyone that doesn’t realize that racism
exists in the steelworkers union equally has their
head in the sand.

You can't be a unionist and be a racist. That’s
a divide and conquer game. It's not compatible
[with unionism]. It never was and it never will

Segregation should not exist in any society,
and you've got to put every ounce of muscle to
see to it that it doesn’t exist. It's something the
trade-union movement has to be in the forefront
on. [Quoted in the Militant, December 10.]
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At a rally in Chicago October 25,
Sadlowski took up the issue of immigrant
workers, who have been blamed for unem-
ployment by some figures inside the
unions. The employers, Sadlowski noted,
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“throw open the doors to this country to
the humble and poor when they need their
railroads built, swamps drained, and blast
furnaces tended, and they throw them out
when they can'’t give them jobs.

“I don’t believe we should have fences
around this country. We should be looking
at ourselves as citizens of the world.”

Sadlowski has also stressed the need for
the trade unions to once again become a
social movement. “I think that's what the
American labor movement has got to
develop into, a cause, a cause that was
prevalent in the 1930s, in 1937,” Sadlowski
commented at a recent rally. “More than
just a union it was a cause.”

The only reply that the USWA bureau-
cracy has been able to come up with has
been a massive red-baiting campaign
against the Steelworkers Fight Back
movement. But the insurgents have stood
up to the charges that their movement is
being manipulated by “outside radical
organizers.” They have followed a policy
of welcoming everyone willing to work for
the victory of the Sadlowski slate, whatev-
er their political views.

Regardless of whether Sadlowski wins
the current election in the USWA, the
movement that he is building shows the

road forward for the American labor
movement, and its example will be fol-
lowed by others. Peter Camejo, the Social-
ist Workers party candidate for president
in the 1976 election, pointed out in his final
speech of the campaign:

“The logic of the Sadlowski campaign
points toward the transformation of the
labor movement into a social and political
movement fighting for the interests of all
workers and all the oppressed. That is why
it is the most important political event
taking place in this country at this time.”

If the Steelworkers Fight Back cam-
paign was an indication in 1976 of the
great progressive role that the American
working class is capable of playing, and of
the speed with which this sleeping giant
can be transformed, the reimposition of the
death penalty was a sharp reminder that
the fate of America—and of the whole
world—is still in the hands of the most
ruthless ruling class in history.

But the political battle over the barbaric
death penalty is just beginning. This is an
explosive issue that can polarize the
country, and the tacking and veering of
the courts and the delays in carrying out
the first executions is an indication that
the ruling class is aware that it is playing
with fire.

For Blacks, the death penalty is an
especially acute issue. Just like the burden
of government cutbacks, inflation, and
unemployment, this attempt to terrorize
any who attempt to fight back against
their victimization will fall heaviest, and
with special vindictiveness, on the racially
oppressed.

Among those clamoring the loudest for
the death penalty as a guarantee of “law
and order” are the same racist forces that
have supported and led the murderous
rampages of anti-Black mobs in cities like
Boston, Chicago, and Louisville—all of
which were the scenes of racist violence in
1976.

At the same time that it is cheering on a
government-sponsored bloodbath for the
victims of class justice, the right wing is
busy chopping away at the right of women
to abortion in the name of the “right to
life.”

The brazen hypocrisy of the capitalist
rulers and their reactionary supporters has
already fanned widespread opposition to
their plans. If the ruling class disregards
the growing revulsion of the American
people and goes ahead with the one-by-one
slaughter of the hundreds of inmates on
death row in prisons across the country, it
may get a bigger reaction than it bar-
gained for.

Finally, it should be noted that 1976 was
a year of “peace.” It began with the drive
for U.S. military intervention in Angola
and continued with threats against Cuba
and Panama. U.S. military forces were
mobilized off the coast of Lebanon in
March, threatening intervention in the
civil war there, and in August a massive
show of military force was made in Korea
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after U.S. occupation forces were involved
in a clash with North Korean troops.

All in all, 1976 really was a quiet year on
the international front when one keeps in
mind that American capitalism cannot

General Strike, PQ Victory

maintain its empire without war. It is only
a matter of time until the next Vietnam—
or worse.

But in view of their situation at home,
another war would threaten disaster for

the American imperialists. It would accel-
erate the whole process of the radicaliza-
tion of the American working class and
place intolerable strains on the two-party
system. O
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Canada—Class and National Struggles Mount

By Tony Thomas

The October 14 general strike and the
victory of the Parti Québécois (PQ—
Québec party) in the Québec elections
testified to the sharpening of the class and
national struggles in Canada and Québec
in 1976.

The trade-union movement took impor-
tant steps forward in opposition to the
wage controls imposed by the Liberal
party government of Pierre Elliott Trudeau
in October 1975.

More than 30,000 unionists rallied in
front of the parliament in Ottawa in sub-
zero weather on March 22, The anticon-
trols demonstration called by the Cana-
dian Labor Congress (CLC) was the
largest in the capital's history, and the
first to unite large numbers of English-
Canadian and Québécois workers. Moreov-
er, with 120,000 public employees in
Québec in the forefront, many workers in
Québec and Ontario walked off their jobs
as part of the protest.

On March 25 and April 5 there were
strikes by public workers in Québec around
wage demands and for recognition of their
right to strike. When the Québec govern-
ment passed a law taking away the
teachers’ right to strike, more than 145,000
public employees, including 90,000
teachers, struck on April 13. This was
followed by a similar walkout on April 30
involving 160,000 to 200,000 of Québec's
250,000 public employees.

On May 17 the CLC convention nearly
unanimously authorized the leadership to
call a “general work stoppage, or stop-
pages, if and when necessary” in order to
back the campaign against wage controls.
After some wavering by the CLC brass,
October 14 was set as the strike date.

Over one million workers took part in
the strike.

The October 14 action was strongest in
British Columbia where almost 190,000
workers walked off their jobs. In the major
cities in that province, even daily newspa-
pers were halted. The strike was also
strong in basic industries such as the auto
assembly plants in southern Ontario,
which were almost completely shut down.
About 230,000 Québec workers struck—
more than any previous strike in Québec,
which had seen province-wide general
strikes in the past. The CLC announced

1864

that 140,000 persons took part in rallies
and demonstrations it sponsored on Octob-
er 14,

This series of actions indicated a grow-
ing militancy on the part of Canadian
workers that was reflected in the New
Democratic party (NDP), the reformist
labor party of English Canada. When the
October 14 strike was first suggested, the
NDP leadership was, at best, hesitant to
associate themselves with the action.
However, as the strike date neared, the
NDP supported the strike and went on a
campaign to build it. This was a reflection
of the pressure of the many workers who
are turning to the NDP as an alternative
to the capitalist Liberal and Conservative
parties.

One problem for the workers movement
is chauvinism against the Québécois,
blatantly evident in the reactionary strike
by English-speaking pilots and air traffic
controllers over the summer of 1976. The
strike—supported by the Trudeau govern-
ment and English-Canadian union
bureaucrats—opposed the use of French in
control-tower broadcasts at the big inter-
national airports serving Montréal. Its aim
was to preserve the privileged position of
the English language against the rights of
the French-speaking oppressed majority in
Québec.

The pilots’ strike was part of a rising
polarization on the language question. The
French pilots had massive support among
the Québécois. Even the Liberal party-
dominated provincial government was
forced to come out in support of the French
pilots.

The nationalist aspirations of the Québé-
cois led to the crushing defeat of the
Liberals in the November 15 elections to
the Québec National Assembly. The Parti
Québécois won sixty-nine seats compared
with the Liberal’s twenty-eight. In 1973 the
Liberals had won 102 of the 110 seats in
the assembly.

French-speaking Montrealers danced in
the streets of the city’s working-class
neighborhoods after the PQ victory. They
saw the election of the PQ as a blow
against the high unemployment, inflation,
strikebreaking, and corruption that had
marked the Liberal government. They

hoped the PQ would take major steps
against the oppression of the Québec
people, in view of its stand favoring
eventual independence for Québec.

However, the PQ is a capitalist political
party committed to collaborating with the
English-Canadian and American imperial-
ists who control Québec’s economy. It has
supported antilabor measures proposed by
former Prime Minister Bourassa and
opposes the mobilization of the Québécois
for their national liberation. Even though
the PQ is committed to independence, it
defers to the distant future achieving that
goal, after the PQ has proven it can
“responsibly” govern Québec within the
context of Canadian domination.

Given the continued need of Canadian
imperialism to roll back the rights and
living standards of the working people, the
PQ will have little margin to grant major
concessions that would continue to feed
illusions in it.

As Art Young explained in Labor Chal-
lenge, a twice-monthly Trotskyist newspa-
per published in Toronto, “Larger numbers
of Québécois will come to understand that
a PQ government cannot advance their
interests, and that they need a workers
government to lead the struggle for an
independent and socialist Québec. Pres-
sure will grow on the unions to break from
the PQ in this direction by launching their
own mass labor party.”

Young explained that even the PQ claim
that it favors a referendum on indepen-
dence for Québec “will bring into sharp
focus all aspects of the national oppression
of Québec, as the debate grows on how to
overcome that oppression.”

All in all, the advent of a PQ govern-
ment in Québec actually opens up a period
in which the need for the masses to break
from this party becomes clearer and clear-
er.
With a working class increasingly in-
clined to mass actions against wage
controls, a government in Québec City that
is formally pledged to take Québec out of
the Canadian federation, and the contin-
ued effects of the worldwide economic
crisis, the Canadian imperialist bourgeosie
is hardly facing a rosy situation at the
close of 1976. a
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NSCAR Sets South Africa Actions for March 25-26

Tully, John
The Derwent—Australia’s Lethal River

Urrutia, Marcos
The November 12 General Strike in Spain

van Gelderen, Charles
Vyshinsky Rides Again

Vertheim, Jean
Liam Cotter, 1921-1976

Vogt, Marilyn

International Campaign Wins Freedom
for Leonid Plyushch

“"META"—A New Voice in the Ukrainian
Movement (BR)

Plyushch Featured Speaker at New York Meeting
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The Stalinist Suppression of Lithuanian Catholics
The Trial of Sergei Kovalyov

Partial Victory for Valentyn Moroz

New York Meeting Demands Release of Dzhemilev

Warden, Ray
One Million Workers Strike in Canada October 14

Waterson, Donald
Devolution Issue Provokes Split in Labour Party
(with Ray Davis)

Wattenmaker, Steve
Santiago Mari Pesquera Murdered in Puerto Rico

White, Judy )
Largest Shantytown in Mexico City Burned
to the Ground
Argentine AAA—Isabel Peron's Murder Squad
Widespread Strikes Protest Perdn's Austerity Plan
Military Junta Seizes Power in Argentina
Argentine Junta Steps Up Blows Against Unions
One Month After Argentine Coup
Ford and Reagan Play Football With Panama Canal
UN Commission Scores Violations of Human Rights
in Chile
Argentine Junta Demands More “Sacrifices”
From Workers
Interview With Peter Camejo on Visit to Spain
Kissinger Greets Chilean Butcher
Brazilian Revolutionist Dies in Exile
Bolivia Placed Under State of “"Exception”
Rising Toll of “Death Squad" Victims in Latin America
Hugo Blanco Deported to Sweden

Africa (See also Angola and South Africa)

Nigeria Tells Ford to Go to Hell

QAU Condemns South African Role in Angola
—by Conrad Strauss

Kissinger's New Policy in Southern Africa
—by David Frankel

Ford's “Show of Force"—A Threat to Africa

OAU Summit Meeting Condemns Soweto Massacre
—by Tony Hodges

Vorster's Maneuvers in Namibia and Zimbabwe
—by Ernest Harsch

Use of Death Penalty Rises

Albania :
Officials Purged .
Enver Hoxha to Stand on Own Feet

Angola
Ford Pushes Ahead—by Ernest Harsch
Fifteen Years of U.S. Intervention—by Ernest Harsch
Nigeria Tells Ford to Go to Hell
CIA Hires European Mercenaries—by Ernest Harsch
OAU Condemns South African Role—by Conrad Strauss
U.S. Out of Angola!
More European Mercenaries Sent—by Ernest Harsch
Behind the Civil War
South Africa Under Mounting Pressure to Withdraw Troops
—by Steve Clark
Kissinger's “Operation Mercenaries for Angola”
Kissinger Calls for Stepped-up Intervention—by Steve Clark
White House Worried About “Domestic Divisions”
Over Angola—by Ernest Harsch
U.S. and South Africa—Hands Off Angola!
—by David Frankel
South Africa Threatens New Attack—by Ernest Harsch
The ClA's Secret Game in Iraq and Angola
—by Steve Clark
South Africa Seeks Accord With MPLA—by Ernest Harsch

1870

809 International Protest Over Deportation of Hugo Blanco
945 Four Months of Terror Under Argentine Junta
1035 Mario Roberto Santucho Murdered by Argentine Junta
1062 Growing Repression in Argentina
1,650 Attend Convention of American Trotskyists
The Assassination of Orlando Letelier
1544 Panamanian Students Protest Price Increases
Argentina—Mounting Wave of Anti-Semitic Terror
Who Killed Orlando Letelier?
Argentine Light and Power Workers Go on Strike
256 Palitical Prisoners Expose OAS Cover-up
Puerto Rican Trotskyists Analyze Elections
605 Wohlforth, Tim
Writings of Leon Trotsky (1929) (BR)
The Elections at the Leyland Cowley Auto Plant
Writings of Leon Trotsky (1930) (BR)
168 Cannon on How to Build a Revolutionary Party (BR)
338
488 Worawan, Prabhat
Sgi Thailand—The Bloodbath at Thammasat University
5
728 Yamamoto, Hideo
765 The Crisis of the Japanese Trade-Union Movement
The Buraku Liberation Struggle in Japan
806 CP, SP Help Revive Claim to Japan's Lost Empire
870
936 Young, Art
962 PQ Ousts Liberal Party In Québec Elections
1004
1036 Zohar, Marcel
1037 Galilee After the Storm
1092 How Was Khadeeja Killed?
Countries
Imperialists Assess Impact of Setback—by Ernest Harsch
34 The Hidden History of Washington’s War
—by Dick Roberts (BR)
38 Washington Lifts Trade Embargo
Gulf Oil Pays MPLA $102 Million
756 Some South African Troops Leave Southern Angola
1123 South African Troops Pull Out—by Ernest Harsch
Gulf Oil to Resume Operations “As Soon As Possible"”
1126 Theses on Angola
MPLA Stages Witch-hunt Against the Left—by Ernest Harsch
1218 Kaunda Recognizes Angolan Regime
1454 Second Thoughts About Operation Angola
Behind Moscow's Lies About Angola—by Dick Roberts
Severe Food Shortage in Luanda
858 MPLA Seeks Tighter Control Over Armed Forces
1689 Cuban Troops Begin Leaving—by David Frankel
Strike Wave Sweeps Cities—by Ernest Harsch
UNITA Retains Support—by Ernest Harsch
U.S. Vetoes Entry to United Nations
2 Angola After the Civil War—by Ernest Harsch
12 Behind the MPLA's “Socialist" Mask—I
34 The New Danger of Imperialist Domination—II
36 South Africa’'s Campaign of Terror in Angola and Namibia
38 Diplomatic Relations Renewed Between
57 Lisbon and Luanda
72 Minority Resolution on Angola
90 Correction
Pretoria Claims Massacres by MPLA
116 Angola Joins United Nations
162 Effects of Civil War
164
Argentina
212 Inflation Hits 335%
The Air Force Officers' Attempted Coup—by Arturo Gomez
242 and Anibal Tesoro
248 Juan Carlos Scafide Murdered by Rightists
AAA Anounces Campaign of Mass Murder
290 Businessmen Give Peron Ultimatum
292 AAA Was Organized by Peronist Regime
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PST Leader José Paez Arrested
AAA—Isabel Peron's Murder Squad—by Judy White
Prices Shoot Upward
Perdn Strikes Fresh Blow Against Democratic Rights
—by Enrique G. Brogen
Widespread Strikes Protest Perdn's Austerity Plan
—by Judy White
New York Picket Scores Peron's Links to AAA
Military Junta Seizes Power—by Judy White
The Dilemma Peronism Failed to Solve—by Gerry Foley
Junta Steps Up Blows Against Unions—by Judy White
Stalinists Play Up to Junta—by Gerry Foley
Military Junta Undertakes “"Operation Salvage”
—by Sergio Martinez
Trade-Union Leaders Arrested
Trade Unionists Sentenced for Possession of
“Arms of War"
Stock Market Soars
Rightist Terror and Inflation Continue Unabated
—by Judy White
Picket at Consulate Demands Hands Off Mario Mufoz
“Subversive” Literature Burned by Army
Junta Demands More “Sacrifices” From Workers
—by Judy White
130 AAA Murder Victims Since Coup
Four Uruguayan Exiles Murdered in Buenos Aires
Growing Ferment in Factories
In Tribute to Arturo Gomes—by Andrés Romero
Police Accused in Deaths of Former
Uruguayan Legislators
Junta Eases Law on Profits
Stiff Penalties for Political Action
French Jurists Denounce Junta
International Protests Condemn Torture and Arrests
Halt the Secret Executions of Political Prisoners!
Four Months of Terror Under Junta—by Judy White
Mario Roberto Santucho Murdered by Junta
—by Judy White
Argentina "Denationalizes”" Banks
Growing Repression in Argentina—by Judy White
Nazi Tracts Common in Argentina
The Assassination of Mario Roberto Santucho
Threats of Firings and Jail Terms Force Strikers to Work
The Fundamental Struggle is for Democratic Rights
Save the Lives of Political Refugees in Argentina!
Mounting Wave of Anti-Semitic Terror—by Judy White
International Banks Bail Out Videla
Four Trotskyists Murdered
Light and Power Workers Go on Strike—by Judy White
International Campaign for Paez and Apaza
115 “Extremists” Killed in First Three Weeks of November
Appeal for “Politica Obrera” Prisoners
Rafael Lasala Murdered by Dictatorship
Gloomy Prognosis for Economy—by D. Marcelo

Australia

Why Labor Party Lost Elections—by Sol Salby

Socialist Campaign Presented Revolutionary Alternative
—by Jim Mcliroy

The Derwent—Australia's Lethal River—by John Tully

Whitlam Denies Seeking Iragi Funds

A Puzzle for the Maoists—by Jim Percy

The “"Loans Scandal"—by Jim Percy

The Police Frame-up at Skull Creek

Big Shift to Labor Defeats Liberals in New South Wales

Ex-Agent Reveals Spy Mission in SWP—by David Russell

Rail Unions Strike in Dispute Over Uranium

Workers Fight Cuts in Social Welfare

Australian Workers Set an Example

Healyites Revive Stalinist Method of 1930s
—by Dave Holmes

Healyites Claim Right to Beat Up Working-Class
Opponents—by Dave Holmes

“These Attacks Must Stop”

Let Commission Investigate Charges of Healyite
Violence—by Dave Holmes

Austria
Abortion Law Threatened

December 27, 1976
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Bahrain
Prisoners Protest

Bangladesh

Peter Custers Imprisoned in Dacca

Journalists Urge Dacca to Release Peter Custers
Peter Custers Deported by Dacca

New Arrests

Belgium
1,000 Attend International Tribunal on Crimes
Against Women—by Joanna Rossi
Workers Parties Score Modest Gains in Elections
—by Frangois Massion and Eddy Labeau
“"Women's Day" Protest of Abortion Law—by Joanna Rossi

Bolivia
Biggest Working-Class Upsurge in Five Years
Workers Win Big Victory
Students, Miners Go Out on Strike
Student Strikes Continue
Two Defeats for the Banzer Regime
Placed Under State of “Exception"—by Judy White
Bitter Strike Confronts Banzer Dictatorship
Amnesty International Protests Repression of Miners
Campaign Launched for Repatriation

of Mine Union Leaders
Banzer Crushes Miners Strike

Brazil
Two Deputies Ousted
Students Hold “Human Rights Week"
Journalists Demand Inquiry Into Death of Herzog
Report on the Student Movement
1,000 Journalists Demand Inquiry Into Death
of Vladimir Herzog
Kissinger Hails Geisel's "Concern for Human Dignity”
Journalist Indicts Geisel Regime
Manoel da Conceigao Freed
Fresh Arrests Reported
Political Prisoners Tell How They Were Tortured
Geisel Dumps Two Congressmen
State Capitalism in Brazil
Help Us in the Struggle for Democratic Rights in Brazil!
Nuclear Con Artists at Work—by Otto Buchsbaum
Herzog's Widow Sues Junta
Candidates Told to Avoid Issues
Manoel da Conceigcao Describes His Imprisonment
Revolutionist Dies in Exile—by Judy White
Tribes Driven Off Land
Tribe Driven to Suicide
Bishop Kidnapped and Beaten
Four Death Squad Members Face Trial
Voters Prefer Beans to Candidates
Bishops Document Repression

Britain

Washington's 1929 Outline for War With Britain

Victory in “Conspiracy” Trial

London Protests Chilean Torture

WSL Scores Healyite Frame-up of Joseph Hansen

National Union of Students Debates Policy—by Skip Ball

The Need for Solidarity Against Fascists

An Unpublished Letter to "Workers Press”

Worldwide Protests Save Russell House

The Elections at the Leyland Cowley Auto Plant
—by Tim Wohlforth

2,000 in London Commemorate Bloody Sunday
—by Skip Ball

The Formation of the Scottish Labour Party
—by Alan Jones and James MacAllister

The Frame-up of Joseph Hansen and George Novack

Devolution Issue Provokes Split in Labour Party
—by Ray Davis and Donald Waterson

Deadly Baby Milk

"Workers Press” Closes Down

Iceland Cuts Relations

Labour Government Slashes $10 Billion
From Social Services
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Labour Launches Fresh Assault on Workers’ Living
Standards—by Tony Hodges
Charges Dropped Against Iranian Students
A Statement on Healy's Frame-up of Hansen and Novack
—by Betty Hamilton (with Pierre Lambert)
Steel Bosses Slash Jobs, Wages—by Tony Hodges
Students Protest Cutbacks
Callaghan Hobnobs With Francoist Executioner
Protest British Army's Use of Forged Press Cards
in Belfast
Pound Falls to New Low
Asbestos Dust Kills 40
Big Business Hails New Prime Minister
—by Michael Baumann
Postal Authorities Cover Up for Moscow Censorship
3,000 Unionists Call for National Day of Action May 26
—by John Blackburn and Kevin Thomas
Irish Prisoners Treated Worse Than Gangland Criminals
Notes on Healy's Role in Early Days of the British
Trotskyist Movement—by Mary and John Archer
National Union of Students Debates Key Issues
—by Skip Ball
Women Answer Attacks on Right to Abortion
—by Phyllis Hamilton
Women Plan Campaign for Rights—by Jo O'Brien
Another "Honorable Agreement” at Expense of Workers
Racists Stage Rallies
When Isaac Deutscher Showed Healy to the Door
—by Ernest Tate
Healy's Smear Against Trotsky's Last Collaborators
—by Sam Gordon
Russell Foundation Wins Tax Suit
Britain After Wilson
Union Leaders Back New Wage-Cut Plan—by Tony Hodges
Labour Government Under Fire From Student Teachers
—by Skip Ball
New Lease on Life for British Imperialism?
—by Alan Jones
Asian Immigrants Face Hate Campaign—by Brian Lyons
Drinking Water: Britain's Newest Luxury ltem
WRP Holds Frame-up Style Rallies
—by Jim Atkinson and Skip Ball
Right to Abortion Under Attack—by Phyllis Dunipace
Living Standards of Workers Under Fresh Attack
—by Jim Atkinson
7,000 in London Voice Chile Solidarity
Vyshinsky Rides Again—by Charles van Gelderen
Seamen's Union Calls Off Strike—by Jim Atkinson
and John Blackburn
Too Realistic
Pound Hits All-Time Low
Powell Says Repatriate Immigrants
Growing Ferment in Labour Party Over Cutbacks
—by Jim Atkinson
Noel Jenkinson Dies in British Cell
Deutscher Prize Won by Wlodzimierz Brus
Britain's Economic Impasse—by William Gottlieb
Racist Attacks Increase—by Jo O'Brien
WSL Condemns New Brazen Moves in Healyite Frame-up
80,000 March Against Cutbacks—by John Blackburn
The Case of Philip Agee and Mark Hosenball
20,000 in London March Against Racism
—by Jo O'Brien

Burma

Universities Shut Down

Tin Maung Sentenced to Die
7,000 Students March in Rangoon

Cambodia
Refugees Report Another Forced Migration—by Steve Clark
American Maoists Defend Forced Migrations
—by Steve Clark
Sihanouk Government Resigns

Cameroon
Workers Win Pay Hike
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Canada
For Use Against Non-Whites Only
LSA-LSO Holds Eleventh Convention—by Kate Alderdice
Morgentaler Wins Retrial
Interview With Doctor Henry Morgentaler
Inuits Demand Separate Province
Women's Rights Action Draws 1,500 in Montréal
30,000 Unionists March in Ottawa to Protest Wage Controls
—by Joan Newbigging
"We Need More United Mass Actions”
Recovery for Whom?—by Robert Simms
Riot Police Club Montréal Teachers—by Bob Russell
Strike Against Pollution Closes Ontario Asbestos Mine
Rosie Douglas Deported
Labor Movement Threatens General Strike
—by David Russell
Cabinet Minister Denounces Trudeau
Death Penalty Abolished
Protest Against Wage Controls Set for October 14
Unions Demand End to Wage Controls
Rising Canadian Investment in South Africa
—by Dick Fidler
Prisoners Rebel
Prisoners Win Victory
Defense Minister Quits, Attacks French Language Rights
One Million Workers Strike October 14—by Ray Warden
Iranian Refugee Asks Asylum
Right to Self-Determination Demanded
by Indigenous People
Japanese Canadians Protest Trudeau's Apology in Tokyo
PQ Ousts Liberal Party in Québec Elections
—by Art Young
Dr. Morgentaler Faces Fourth Trial
State Department Extends Ban on Mandel to Québec
—by Gerry Foley
Victory for Morgentaler

Chad
21 "Outlaws” Reported Killed
President "Uncovers” French-Algerian-Libyan Conspiracy

Chile

London Protests Chilean Torture

Washington's Aid to Pinochet Soars

Pentagon Hails “Tranquil" Chile

Dictatorship Faces Mounting Opposition

Pinochet Demands “Monolithic Unity”

Urrestaraza and Salazar Arrested

Tito Comes to Pinochet's Aid

Andrés Pascal Allende Allowed to Leave

The Fate of Chile's Children

Chilean Daily Denounces Censorship

Pinochet's "Shock Treatment" Sends Economy
‘Into Nose Dive

Appeal for Humberto Valenzuela Montero

The Human Cost of Pinochet's “Shock Treatment”

Three OAS Staff Members Resign to Protest Inaction
Over Chile

Pinochet's Beauticians Fail to Spruce Up Image

José Zalaquett Expelled

A Tap on the Wrist for Pinochet

UN Commission Scores Violations of Human Rights
—by Judy White

187 Political Prisoners "Disappear”

Firsthand Account of Torture and Imprisonment

$1.8 Billion—Ford Handout to Pinochet

Kissinger Greets Chilean Butcher—by Judy White

Congressman Has Second Thoughts on $125 Million Loan

Pinochet's Economic Miracle

OAS Chief Helps Pinochet Cover Up Torture

The Assassination of Orlando Letelier
—by Judy White

2,500 March at Letelier's Funeral

Who Killed Orlando Letelier?—by Judy White

Repression Widens

Political Prisoners Expose OAS Cover-up
—by Judy White

Junta Frees 304 Prisoners
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China
The “Criticize-Lin, Criticize-Confucius” Campaign
The Death of Chou En-lai—by Les Evans
Mao Says Nixon Welcome
Nixon to Visit
Mao Regales Nixon With "Eight-Jeweled Pigeon”
—by David Frankel
Peking Backs Kissinger's Threats
Mass Protest in Peking—by Michael Baumann
The Present Crisis—by Greg Benton
Hsinhua Account of the April 5 Demonstration
Peking and Cairo Sign Military Pact
Soviet Embassy Bombed in Peking—by Michael Baumann
Peking Prefers “Heath to Wilson, Strauss to Brandt"
Let the Chinese People Speak Out!
Chinese Workers and Peasants Have the Right
to Intervene in the Affairs of the Nation
The Current Crisis of the Bureaucracy
The Meaning of the Tien An Men Demonstration—An
Interview with Peng Shu-tse
The Death of Mao Tsetung—by Les Evans
Peking Reassures Washington
An Account of the Tien An Men Incident—by Hua Lin
Demand Mao's Heirs Free the Chinese Trotskyists!
—by Michael Baumann
Kings, Presidents, Tinhorn Dictators, Mourn Mao's
Death—by David Frankel
Mao Tsetung in the Early Years—by Theodore Edwards
Part |
Part 11
Peking Continues Factional Course
Regime Reports "Sabotage”
The Fall of Chiang Ch'ing—by Les Evans
China After the Death of Mao—by Livio Maitan
Mass Rallies Staged to Celebrate Fall
of Chiang Ch'ing—by Les Evans
The Life of Mao Tsetung and the Effects of
His Death
Hua Rejects Message From Brezhnev
What the Purge Reveals—by Les Evans
A New Stage in the Factional Struggle
Trotsky on the Second Chinese Revolution
—by Fred Feldman (BR)
Maoist “Democracy” in Action
Eyewitness Report From Canton
The Crisis of the Bureaucratic Leadership in China
Peking Appointment Approved by Capitalist Dailies
Hua Kuo-feng Reveals Issues in Purge
—by Les Evans

Colombia

Sixty-two Arrested in Anti-Kissinger Demonstrations

Elections Scheduled Under State of Siege—by Ben Atwood

Lopez Michelsen Steps Up Drive Against “Subversives”
—by J. Mario and A. Otto

GMI Offers Critical Support to Bloque Socialista

Left-Wing Priests and Nuns Support Workers

State of Siege Lifted

Police Crush Protests Against High Cost of Living

Demonstrations, “Alarmist News" Banned

Rumors of Possible Coup Increase

Comoro Islands
Legacy of French Colonialism

Congo Republic

World Bank Gives $38 Million Loan for Railway
Labor Leaders Arrested

"Undisciplined” Zairean Troops Attack Villagers

Corsica (See France)

Costa Rica

Bourgeois Democracy on Crutches
Resumes Trade With Cuba

Cuba

Kennedy Plotted to Poison Cubans

December 27, 1976

16

97
229

392
514
628
630

744
792
793
859

970
1100

1291
1314
1347
1355

1380
1444

1446
1491
1498
1499
1508
1516

1540

1558
1608
1628
1667

1724
1732
1752
1794
1800

1812

347
490

694

695
1021
1047
1349
1568
1769

1047

593
877
888

304
390

228

Goldwater: Kennedy Authorized Plots to Assassinate
Castro
Reports Constitution Approved
Saber Rattling Over Cuba’'s African Role
—by David Frankel
Costa Rica Resumes Trade With Cuba
Problems of the Cuban Workers State—by Livio Maitan
Kissinger's Saber Rattling Over Cuba—by Antonio Soto
Imperialists Complain About Cuban Forces
in Red Sea Area
The First Congress of the Cuban Communist Party
—by Livio Maitan
Castro Pins Ford on Acts of Piracy—by David Frankel
Cuba Under Economic Pressure
Castro: Crash of Cuban Plane Was a CIA Job
Municipal Elections Held
“Vast” Terrorist Campaign by Anti-Castro Cubans
Castro Denounces CIA Terror Campaign

Cyprus

Nikos Sampson Arrested

Greek Cypriots Protest Renewal of U.S. Arms Shipments
to Turkey

Greek Cypriots Continue Protests Against
U.S. Aid to Turkey

Czechoslovakia
Former CP Leaders Urge Release
of "Prague Spring” Victims
Dissidents Demand Release of Political Prisoners
Dissident Musicians Win Support
Diagnosis: Democratic Delusions
Milan Hibl Begins Hunger Strike
Gangsterlike Attack on Leading Figure
in Dubcek Government

Denmark

The Fight Against Political Firings—by Frede Jakobsen

Women's Festival a Big Success

The Battle Over Wage Controls—by Torben Kristensen
and Frede Jakobsen

Dominica

Free Desmond Trotter!

Free Desmond Trotter Now!

Desmond Trotter Wins Reprieve
Desmond Trotter's Sentence Commuted

Dominican Republic

Labor Leaders Freed

Dock Workers Fight for Democratic Rights—by José Pérez

Report of CGT Conference: The Fight for Trade-Union
Freedoms

Campaign Launched to Defend Longshore Union

New York Picket in Defense of Longshore Union

Picket and Hunger Strike for Dominican Prisoners

East Timor

Indonesian Invaders Meet Stiff Resistance
—by John Percy

Women in the Struggle to Liberate East Timor

Jakarta Annexes East Timor

Ecuador
Coup in Ecuador
Demonstrators Defy Army

Egypt

Too Many Millionaires

Five Demonstrators Killed

Cairo Orders Wage Freeze

Release Political Prisoners!

Sadat Tears Up Soviet Treaty—by David Frankel
6,600 Egyptians Expelled From Libya
Five "Trotskyists" Still in Prison
Sadat Warns “Hostile Elements”
Sadat Seeks Advice From Rockefeller
Michelin to Build Factory
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Egyptian Ports Closed to Soviets 639
Peking and Cairo Sign Military Pact 744
Five “Trotskyists” Released From Prison 1104
Bus Strike Brings Cairo to "Near Chaos" 1383
Students Demonstrate for Right to Organize Party 1834
Eritrea
Ethiopian Junta Prepares New Offensive

—by Ernest Harsch 910
Ethiopia
“Politics of Starvation” 191
Patriarch Loses His See 309
Military Rulers Purge Remnants of

Haile Selassie Regime 365
Junta Prepares New Offensive in Eritrea

—by Ernest Harsch 910
Junta Executes 50 Dissidents 1769
Europe
The Common Market—At a Snail's Pace

—by Ernest Mandel 548
Unemployment Falls 585
Behind Kissinger's Tough Talk on Keeping CPs Out of

West European Governments—by David Frankel 736
An Instructive Leak on Kissinger's East European

Worries—by David Frankel 764
The East Berlin CP Summit Conference

—by Gerry Foley 1058
Bishops and Bureaucrats in East Europe

—by Gerry Foley 1378
Six Political Prisoners East and West 1660
New Information on CIA Subversion 1801
Finland
Dock Workers Strike 696
Social Democrats Discuss Attitude Toward CPs

—by Jukka Paastela 826
France
Protests Force Paris to Back Down on Guiana

Colonization Scheme 25
Maspero Bookstores May Be Forced to Close

—by F.L. Derry 82
CP Begins Discarding Its Marxist Mask

—by Rebecca Finch 351
Marseille Women's Center Launches Quarterly Bulletin 438
Paris Warns Plyushch Against Criticizing USSR 446
Paris Police Attack Student Protest 514
First Issue of "Daily Rouge” Rolls Off the Press

—by F.L. Derry 543
SP and CP Gain in Elections 607
A Concorde on Rails?7—by André Frys 618
SP, CP Win in Cantonal Elections—by Rebecca Finch 682
Peasants Struggle Against Military Land Grab

—by F.L. Derry 684
The Police Plan to Override Democracy 722
Massive Protests Against University "Reforms” 727
Unemployment Rises 766
Union Battles Polluters 77
The Student Protests—by Rebecca Finch 794
Stalinists Back Concorde 813
Police Provocateurs Infiltrate Student Demonstrations 815
Immigrant Workers in Paris Refuse to Pay

Exorbitant Rent 822
Ford's Fist in a French Glove—by David Frankel 866
150,000 March in Paris May Day Action—by Rebecca Finch 874
Protests Mark Opening of Simeoni Trial 876
Protests Escalate in Wine-Growing District

—by F.L. Derry 884
Lip Workers Renew Occupation of Watch Factory 886
CFDT Calls for Three-Year Nuclear Moratorium 887
Police Kidnap Malian Labor Leader 888
Maspero Bookstore Bombed in Paris 920
SP Tops CP in By-election 920
Paris “Clarifies" Troop Offer 921
Immigrant Workers Fight for Their Rights

—by Joseph Antar 1039
Corsican Leader Gets Five-Year Term 1047

1874

Legacy of French Colonialism

National Minorities Protest Double Exploitation

Protest Against “Super-Phénix" Reactor

“The Seine Never Looked So Bad”

Demonstration in Corsica for Imprisoned Union Leader

French Left Discusses Prospects for Unity
Debate Between Hercet (PSU) and Krivine (LCR)
Interview With Ernest Mandel
Contribution by Yvan Craipeau

Unions Call General Strike to Protest Wage Controls

Six Million Strike

Needs of Women Brushed Aside

Corsican Autonomists Face Growing Police Persecution
—by F.L. Derry

CP Leader Scores Kremlin's Treatment of Dissidents
—by Gerry Foley

PSU Sets Course for Municipal Elections
—by Tony Thomas

Maspero Bookstore Firebombed in Paris

Kremlin Stung by French CP Support for Imprisoned
Dissidents—by Gerry Foley

Stiff Resistance to Giscard's Austerity Program
—by F.L. Derry

CP Leader Scores “Soviet Bureaucracy”

Interview With Leader of LCR

Germany, Democratic Republic of (East)

Regime Builds 900-Mile Wall

Signs of Ferment in East Germany

The Forced Exile of Wolf Biermann—by Gerry Foley

Biermann Condemns Repression East and West
—by Ulrich Ahrens

East Berlin Cracks Down on Dissent

Biermann Expulsion a Hot Potato for Stalinists
—by Gerry Foley

Germany, Federal Republic of (West)

“Anyone Who Cites Basic Rights Is Fair Game”

Bonn Restricts Free Speech, Press

No Foreigners Allowed

Social Democrats Lose Votes

Interview With Ernest Mandel

The Death of Ulrike Meinhof

Witch-hunt Law Under Fire

Left Debates Bundestag Elections

The Fight Against Political Blacklisting
—by Sigfried Kreischer and Derek Jeffers

Social Democrats Duck Issue of Democratic Rights
—by Gerry Foley

Biermann Condemns Repression East and West
—by Ulrich Ahrens

Cops Attack Protest Against Atom Plant

Ghana

Secessionist Group Banned

Kofi Awoonor Imprisoned

Kissinger Denounced As "Enemy of African Freedom”
Togolese Secessionists Arrested

Kofi Awoonor Freed

Greece
Jail Twenty From Former Junta
30,000 Teachers Strike
Inflation Provokes Growing Ferment
Behind the “War Fever" Propaganda in Athens
Unions Set Strike to Protest Antilabor Law
One Million Attend Funeral of Alexandros Panagoulis
Torturers Given Reduced Sentences
Regime Unleashes Cops Against Workers
A Discussion Between Trotsky
and Greek Left Oppositionists
14 Activists Face Frame-up Charges
Frame-up Charges Dismissed in Athens
Torturers Get Light Terms
Trotskyist Group Gives Its Verdict on Healyite
Frame-up

Greenland
But Not Greenland’'s Mineral Rights
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Guatemala
Washington's "Humanitarian Aid"—by David Frankel

Camejo Scores “Token” U.S. Aid to Victims of Earthquake

Indians Were Main Victims in Earthquake
Amnesty International Charges 20,000 Murders

Guiana
Protests Force Paris to Back Down
on Colonization Scheme

Honduras
60,000 Children Starving

Hong Kong
Rally Protests Jailing of Peking Demonstrators
—by Ha Tin Lin

Iceland

North Atlantic Fishing—Victim of the
Anarchy of Capitalism

Cuts Relations With Britain

Workers Win Pay Hike

FBK Votes to Join Fourth International

The Avalanche of Price Increases

India
Under Gandhi's “State of Emergency”
State of Emergency Extended
Gandhi's "New Order”
Two Political Prisoners Executed
Gandhi Orders Fresh Measures to Boost Profits
Gandhi Ousts Opposition Government in Tamil Nadu
—by Ernest Harsch
Gandhi Fashions New Muzzle for the Press
India's Tarapur Reactor—A Deadly U.S. Export
Ford Cuts Off Aid Talks With Gandhi
More on Tarapur Reactor
Gandhi Takes Over in Gujarat
Charan Singh Released; 100,000 Others
Still in Prison
Dramatic Increase in Poverty
Political Prisoners Tortured
4 Opposition Parties to Merge
The Conditions in Gandhi's Prisons
Gandhi's Bids to Mao and Bhutto
—by Ernest Harsch
Gandhi's Supreme Court Approves Jailings Without Trial
Gandhi Outlines Policy of Forced Birth Control
Muslim Demonstrators Gunned Down in Delhi
The View From Gandhi's Jails—by Ernest Harsch
Capitalists and Stalinists Hail Gandhi's
Economic Program
A Page From Pinochet's Book
How Authorities Meet Sterilization Quotas
Imperialists Pledge Aid to Gandhi
Gandhi Vows Continuation of Dictatorial Rule
India After One Year of Gandhi's
Dictatorial Rule—by Pankaj Roy
The Situation Since June 26, 1975
The Economy Under Gandhi's “Emergency”
—by Pankaj Roy
Gandhi Moves to Rewrite Constitution
Gandhi's Police Shut Down Newspaper
Gandhi Prepares Frame-up of Indian Union Leader
Rising Discontent With Gandhi’'s Emergency Rule
Liberals Fear Repression May Cause Mass Upsurge
—by Pankaj Roy
Brother of George Fernandes Tortured
Police Gun Down Muslims Protesting
Forced Sterilization

Indonesia
Invaders Meet Stiff Resistance in East Timor

—by John Percy
Firsthand Accounts of Suharto’s Torture Camps
Jakarta Annexes East Timor
Regime Reports Release of 2,650 Political Prisoners
Carmel Budiardjo Barred from U.S.

December 27, 1976

210
270
679
1835

25

257

83
308
452
691
808

24
34
56
78

214
215
306
365
421
446

447
487
587
620
702

733
766
766
873
944

952
1000
1021
1040
1110

1128
1303

1352
1353
1499
1564
1565

1598
1623

1641

14
133
952

1800

1834

Iran
Shah Sentences Ten to Death
Who Are the Shah's Political Prisoners?
Appeal to Halt the Execution of Ten Iranians
9 Political Prisoners Shot
Interview With an Oppositionist
Ex-CIA Chief Helped Suppress “lran Free Press”
British MPs Score Repression
Regime Claims 19 Victims in One Week
—by Candida Barberena
Opponents of Shah Threatened With “Severe” Treatment
Shah's Oil Revenues May Be Halved
New York Rally Protests Torture of Iranian Dissidents
—by José Perez
Two Political Prisoners Executed by Regime
Watergate Construction in Iran
Philosophers Denounce Repression
The Shah—Washington's Crowned Cannibal
—by Reza Baraheni
Shah to Buy 1,200 British Tanks
International Campaign to Boycott Shah's Festival
Twenty-One Dissidents Gunned Down
—by Majid Namvar
New Evidence of Use of Torture—by Majid Namvar
Shah Seeks to Glorify Ancient Kings—by Javad Sadeeg
Shah Squanders Billions as Oil Revenues Drop
—by Javad Sadeeg
Police Kill Ten “Terrorists”
Shah's Press Hails Slaying of Ten Oppositionists
—by Majid Namvar
Reza Baraheni's Life Threatened by SAVAK
Boycott of Art Festival Wins Support—by Majid Namvar
Narmin Baraheni Sentenced
SAVAK Spy Network Exposed in Geneva
Shah's Political Police Spy on Iranians in U.S.
The Shah's Executioner—by Reza Baraheni
Billions of Dollars in U.S. Arms Pour Into lran
—by Majid Namvar
Iran to Get Two Nuclear Reactors
CIA Covering Up for SAVAK in U.S.
Shah Returns Soviet Defector
Writer Released From Prison
SAVAK Harasses Iranian Dissidents in U.S.
Repression Detailed by Amnesty International

Iraq

Kissinger and the Kurds

The ClA's Secret Game in Irag and Angola
—by Steve Clark

Kurdish Students Denounce Torture

The Regime's Campaign to “Pacify”" Kurdistan

Ireland
Wilson Sends Counterinsurgency Unit to Northern Ireland
—by David Russell
The Death of Frank Stagg
Frank Stagg Buried in County Mayo
Protest British Army's Use of Forged Press Cards
in Belfast
Provisional IRA Urges Fight for Women's Rights
Dublin Police Jail 23 in Attempt to Smash IRSP
—by Steve MacDonogh
The Police Campaign to Suppress the IRSP
—by Gerry Foley
Sudden Increase in Police Brutality
Rally Scores Repression
Police Brutality Against IRSP Stirs Wide Protests
—by Gerry Foley
Militarism vs. Mass Action—Which Road for Irish Struggle?
IRSP Denounces Brutal “Interrogation” by Police
Dublin Election Tests Workers' Mood—by Gerry Foley
Dublin Government Seeks Emergency Powers
—by Gerry Foley
The State of Emergency—by Gerry Foley
New Trial Demanded for Noel and Marie Murray
Dublin Regime Stubs Toe on “Emergency” Bill
—by Gerry Foley
The “"Peace Marches" in Northern Ireland
International Appeal to Save Murrays

25
47
47
171
200
217
234

252
271
390

391
428
476
714

768
858
927

947
972
1016

1068
1074

1146
1219
1285
1302
1319
1336
1397

1436
1499
1587
1595
1608
1757
1768

219

290
347
840

77
243
308

446
452

689

690
732
757

786
860
862
1046

1259
1282
1320

1364

1459
1527

1875




Dublin Government Overrides Opposition

to Emergency Law—by Gerry Foley
Maire Drumm Murdered in Belfast
Camejo and Reid Demand: Stop Execution of Murrays!
The Murrays Must Not Die!
Bernadette Devlin Campaigns Across U.S.

to Save Murrays—by Gerry Foley
Labour Party Under Fire for Role in Bourgeois Coalition
Protest Mounts Against Death Sentence for Murrays
Broad Movement Develops for Right to Contraception
Court Rescinds Death Sentences of Murrays

—by Gerry Foley
Appeal by Bernadette Devlin McAliskey

Israel

After the Israeli Bombing—An Eyewitness Account

Miners Call General Strike in Elath

Israel Opens New Golan Settlements

Palestinian Protest on West Bank

Torture in Israel

Israelis Steal More Arab Land

Applauds New Move by Hussein

New Nuclear Threat From Israel

UN Committee Condemns War Crimes

Palestinians Protest Occupation

Doctors Group Takes Reactionary Stance on Abortion

Troops Club Arab Students

Solidarity With the Palestinians!

Israeli Nuclear Arsenal—Time Bomb in Mideast
—by David Frankel

Israeli Occupiers Institute Reign of Terror on West Bank
—by David Russell

“The Palestinian People Have Decided to
Resist Occupation”

Officials "Startled" by Palestinian Strike Action
—by David Frankel

Moynihan Hails Israeli A-Bombs

How the 1973 Mideast War Almost Went Nuclear

Regime Praises Trigger-happy Troops—by David Russell

South African Premier Visits

Israel-South Africa—the Apartheid Axis—by David Frankel

Palestinian Militants Sweep West Bank Vote

Galilee After the Storm—by Marcel Zohar

“Made in Israel"”

How Was Khadeeja Killed?—by Marcel Zohar

Three Palestinians Gunned Down in West Bank

Rightist Rebuts “Slanders” of Zionism

Interview With Israel Shahak

Soviet Jews Avoiding Israel

Palestinian Protests Continue

Israeli “Settlements"—Rabin's New Land Grab
—by David Frankel

Zionist Occupiers Shoot to Kill on West Bank
—by David Frankel

Arab Detainees Beaten “Relentlessly and With Savagery”

Advisers Said to Help South African Army

Political Prisoners Fight For Rights

“Department for Prevention of Emigration” Established

Israelis Gun Down West Bank Youth

Israeli Terrorism in Uganda—by David Frankel

U.S. Vetoes Resolution on Israel

Israeli Aid to Lebanese Rightists—by David Frankel

Israeli Troops Gunned Down Jewish Hostage

A Racist State Founded by a Racist Movement
—by Israel Shahak

How to Rid the Country of Arabs?

The Arabs in Israel—by David Frankel (BR)

“Warning Shots" Kill Again

Arabs Call Protest Strike in Galilee

Zionists Debate Aid to Soviet Jews Who Decide
Not to Go to Israel

Israeli Vigilantes on the West Bank

Palestinians Protest

Just Like lIsrael . . .

Curfew in Hebron Enters Tenth Day

New “Kill Mechanism” for Israel

74 Arabs Arrested in Hebron

Israeli Official Worried About Exodus
of Whites From Rhodesia
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New Plan Will Force Soviet Jews to Go
Directly to Israel
Austerity Moves Set Off Wave of Strikes
New Bomb Gives Regime Greater “Pre-emptive Capability”
Interview With Two Leaders of the Israeli CP
—by David Frankel
Four-Month House Arrest Ends for
Raymonda Tawil
Protests on West Bank

Italy
CIA Caught Passing Out Dollars to Politicos
Italy Bailed Out Again
Abortion Fight in Italy
Social Democratic Leader Deposed in Lockheed Scandal
Women Demand Right to Abortion
Lira Falls to Record Low
Terrorist Provocation
More Bribes Disclosed
Cabinet Resigns
Stalinists Still Hold Qut Hope for
“Historic Compromise"—by Gerry Foley
Moro Tries to Halt Lira's Plunge
Poll Shows Women Voters Moving Leftward
—by Gerry Foley
Slogan of “Government of the Left" Debated
CP and SP Fear Winning Too Many Votes
—by Gerry Foley
The ltalian Elections and the "Proletarian
Democracy"” Bloc—by Anna Libera
The Communist Party in the Government?
Growing Tension as Elections Approach—by Gerry Foley
Position of Italian Trotskyists on Elections
Chances for the Revolutionary Left
—by Edgardo Pellegrini
CP Pledges to Uphold NATO
Elections Reflect Class Polarization—by Gerry Foley
CP Gains Parliamentary Post
Agnelli Urges CP Support for Austerity Measures
Imperialists Will Veto Aid if Communists Enter Government
Neo-Fascist Bombers “Banished” to Resort Island
Stalinists Under Pressure for Supporting
Austerity Plan
Stalinists Under Fire From Ranks—by William Ross
Abortion Protest in Florence Jail
Qadaffi Buys Chunk of Fiat
The Lotta Continua Congress—by Livio Maitan

Jamaica
U.S. Helped Cover Up Pesticide Deaths
Prime Minister Declares State of Emergency

Japan
Prices Spur Potato Sales
Scandal Hurts Lockheed Sales
City Dwellers Face Cutbacks
Tokyo Marchers Protest Export of Pollution
Japanese Say No to Uranium Imports
Dial-a-Denial
24-Hour Strike Shuts Down Japan
16 Plutonium “Incidents”
Political Crisis Over Lockheed Bribes
—by Ernest Harsch
Why the Secrecy on Lockheed Bribe Takers?
—by Ernest Harsch
Strikes and Demonstrations Over Lockheed Bribes
—by Ernest Harsch
Battle Pay for Marubeni Employees?
“Kanemi Oil Sickness"
Polluter Faces Homicide Charge
Workers Settle for 8.8 Percent Wage Increase
The Crisis of the Trade-Union Movement
—by Hideo Yamamoto
May Day Rallies Score Lockheed Scandal
—by Ernest Harsch
Former Prisoner Sues for Damage to Health
Lenin a Revisionist, Says CP
Japanese Question Inflation Figures
Four Executives Arrested in Lockheed Bribery Scandal
11,000 Protest Plans to Dock Nuclear-Powered Ship
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Tanaka—A Casualty of Japan's “Watergate”
—by Ernest Harsch

Lockheed Scandal—Socialists in Japan and U.S.
Demand Release of All Facts

Thai Residents in Japan Protest Military Coup

Hiroshima Reenactment “a Blasphemy”

U.S. “Regrets” Hiroshima Show

Japan Tops U.S. Investment in Asia

The Buraku Liberation Struggle in Japan
—by Hideo Yamamoto

Who Are the Buraku People?

For an SP-CP Vote in the Japanese Elections!

CP, SP Help Revive Claim to Lost Empire
—by Hideo Yamamoto

LDP Jolted in Elections

Jordan
Israel Applauds New Move By Hussein

Kenya
Kenyans Get Warning From Regime

Korea, Democratic People’s Republic of (North)
Kim Il Sung's Heir Apparent
Those Familiar Family Faces on the
Kim II Sung Payroll
Ford's Saber Rattling in Korea
“New Details" Disclosed on Korean Incident

Korea, Republic of (South)
Seoul Convicts Three Oppositionists
Park Regime Threatens NDP Leader
261 Songs Banned
Kim Chi Ha in Solitary Confinement
Obedience Is Freedom
17 Dissidents Jailed
Eleven Dissidents Jailed
“Political Prisoners in Asia”
Eighteen Indicted for Demanding Democratic Rights
Appeal for Kim Chi Ha
Five Students Jailed
Park Regime Begins New Trial
Seoul Court Upholds Frame-up
Ford's “Crusade” for Human Rights
Ford's Saber Rattling in Korea
Seoul Condemns Eighteen Dissidents
“New Details" Disclosed on Korean Incident
Park Regime Orders Haircuts to Fight

“Threats From North”
Dissidents Face Harsh Prison Conditions
Life Under the Park Regime
Twenty-two U.S. Congressmen Line Up

at Park Regime's Trough
60,000 Prisoners in South Korea
KCIA Agents Threaten Korean Dissidents in U.S.
Park Regime Seizes Clemency Petition
Ninety U.S. Legislators Linked to South Korean Bribes
154 in U.S. Congress Condemn Jailings
African and Asian Writers Demand Release of Kim Chi Ha
Seoul Students Protest Bribe Scandal

Latin America
Russell Tribunal Reaches Verdict on Repression
Rising Toll of "Death Squad” Victims

—by Judy White
Law of Uneven and Combined Development

and Latin America—by George Novack
"Vast" Terrorist Campaign by Anti-Castro Cubans
Six Political Prisoners East and West

Lebanon
After the Israeli Bombing—An Eyewitness Account
Accord Maintains Religious Quotas—by David Russell
The Massacre in Beirut's Quarantina Ghetto
Zionists Back Discriminatory System—by David Frankel
Syrian Regime Tries to Stabilize Lebanon

—by David Frankel
Syrian Regime Sides With Rightists—by David Frankel
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Choice of Sarkis as President Pleases Ford
—by David Frankel
Ford's Fist in a French Glove—by David Frankel
Paris “Clarifies” Troop Offer
Hands Off Lebanon!—by David Frankel
Syrian Troops Step Up Attack—by David Frankel
Ford's Threat Against Lebanon
Syrian Forces Threaten New Offensive—by David Frankel
American Stalinists "Explain” Assad's Invasion
Arab League Aids Syrian Intervention
—by David Frankel
Rightists Step Up Attack on Palestinians
—by David Frankel
Syrian-Backed Rightists Make New Gains
—by David Frankel
Interview With a Lebanese Trotskyist
Israeli Aid to Lebanese Rightists—by David Frankel
Eyewitnesses Describe Massacre at Tell Zaatar
Assad Threatens Showdown—by David Frankel
Moscow Denounces “Ultraleftists”
Assad's New Offensive—by David Frankel
Assad Tightens Grip on Palestinian Strongholds
—by David Frankel
Rightists Greet New Truce With Bullets
—by David Frankel
The Syrian Takeover—by David Frankel

Libya

Students Protest Repression
6,600 Egyptians Expelled
Qaddafi Buys Chunk of Fiat

Lithuania
The Stalinist Suppression of Catholics
—by Marilyn Vogt

Malaysia
Former Political Prisoner Tells of Conditions in Prison
Malay Journalists Accused in "Plot”

Mauritania
Morocco and Mauritania Complete Carve-up of Sahara

Mauritius

OAU Summit Meeting Condemns Soweto Massacre
—by Tony Hodges

High-School Activists Explain Issues in Struggle
—by Tony Hodges

Mexico

Largest Shantytown in Mexico City Burned to the Ground
—by Judy White

Club-Swinging Cops Break Up Concert in Mexico City

The Split in the Liga Socialista—by Joseph Hansen

PAN Drops Out of Presidential Race

Joint Electoral Platform of the CP, MOS, and LS

Is the CP No Longer a Stalinist Organization?

A Physical Assault on Members of the FBL

Against Violence in the Workers Movement

Workers and Peasants Occupy 25,000 Acres of Farmland

Police Chief Killed

On Unification of Mexican Trotskyists

Right-wing Violence

CP Leader Explains Policy of “Broad Alliances”

In Memory of José Revueltas

Why Workers Need Their Own Party

Workers Debate Independent Political Action

Rightist Goons Oust Editor of Daily “Excélsior”

Devaluation of Peso Slashes Buying Power

Editor Harassed by Regime

Mexico Opens Two Model Prisons

Trotskyist Forces Hold Fusion Congress
—by Alejandro Martinez

Mexico's Mounting Instability—by Cristina Rivas

Lopez Portillo Takes Office

Judge Voids Land Expropriation

Micronesia
Micronesians Demand Independence
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Middle East

The UN Debate on Palestine—by David Frankel

Zionists Back Discriminatory System in Lebanon
—by David Frankel

Syrian Regime Tries to Stabilize Lebanon
—by David Frankel

Solidarity With the Palestinians!

Israeli Nuclear Arsenal—Time Bomb in Mideast
—by David Frankel

Israeli Occupiers Institute Reign of Terror on West Bank
—by David Russell

“The Palestinian People Have Decided to
Resist Occupation”

How the 1973 Mideast War Almost Went Nuclear

Syrian Regime Sides With Rightists in Lebanon
—by David Frankel

Imperialists Complain About Cuban Forces
in Red Sea Area

Palestinian Militants Sweep West Bank Vote

Three Palestinians Gunned Down in West Bank

Israeli "Settlements”"—Rabin's New Land Grab
—by David Frankel

Zionist Occupiers Shoot to Kill on West Bank
—by David Frankel

Arafat Not Welcome in Syria

Hands Off Lebanon!—by David Frankel

Syrian Troops Step Up Attack in Lebanon
—by David Frankel

Ford's Threat Against Lebanon

Syrian Forces in Lebanon Threaten New Offensive
—by David Frankel

American Stalinists “Explain” Assad's Invasion

Arab League Aids Syrian Intervention in Lebanon
—by David Frankel

Lebanese Rightists Step up Attack on
Palestinians—by David Frankel

Arms Race Heats Up

Israeli Aid to Lebanese Rightists—by David Frankel

Assad Threatens Showdown in Lebanon
—by David Frankel

Assad Tightens Grip on Palestinian Strongholds
—by David Frankel

Rightists Greet New Truce With Bullets
—by David Frankel

The Syrian Takeover in Lebanon—by David Frankel

Morocco
Washington to Sell $120 Million Jet Squadron
to King Hassan
Morocco and Mauritania Complete Carve-up of Sahara

Mozambique

Three Year's Work Without Pay Threatened

Why Mozambique Closed Rhodesian Border
—by Ernest Harsch

Seeks UN Aid for Rhodesian Sanctions

Rhodesian Jets Bomb Mozambique

Condemn Smith's Terror Raid in Mozambigue!
—by Ernest Harsch

Namibia

Six SWAPO Members on Trial

SWAPO Leader Tortured in Vorster's Jails

Storm of Protest Over Death Sentences to
SWAPO Leaders—by Ernest Harsch

The Imperialist Plundering of Namibia
—by Ernest Harsch (BR)

Vorster's Maneuvers in Namibia and Zimbabwe
—by Ernest Harsch

Eyewitness Account of Torture

South Africa’'s Campaign of Terror in
Angola and Namibia

Netherlands

Prince Bernhard Linked to $12 Million Bribe
to Juan Peron

Lockheed Scandal Snares Royal Crook
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New Caledonia
Killing Heightens Call for Independence
—by Chris Plant

New Zealand

Prime Minister Slashes Immigration Quotas
Thousands Hear Willie Mae Reid—by Tony Lane
Protest Arrival of American Nuclear Warship

Nicaragua
The Mounting Pressure From Below—by Cecilia Lépez
Carlos Fonseca Amador Reported Slain in

Clash With Troops

Niger
Faces New Famine

Nigeria

Tells Ford to Go to Hell

Coup Attempt Stirs Furor
Economic Slump

Strike at Ife University

Student Unrest Sweeps Nigeria
Cement Scandal

Regime Unveils Constitution

Oman
Qabus Claims Victory Over Rebels
Fighting Continues

Pakistan
50,000 Political Prisoners

Panama

Peter Camejo Tells Off Reagan on U.S. Theft of Canal

Appeal for Dr. Miguel Antonio Bernal

Panama at the Crossroads—by Gerardo Solorzano
Correction

Ford and Reagan Play Football With Canal
—by Judy White

Ford, Reagan, Torrijos, and the Panama Canal

Students Protest Price Increases—by Judy White

Why the Pentagon Hangs on to Panama

Miguel Antonio Bernal Denounces Pentagon's Grip
Correction

Paraguay

Anthropologists Jailed for “Subversive” Aid to Indians
Anthropologists Tortured

350 Arrested

Chase Sardi Freed

Under the Iron Heel of the Stroessner Dictatorship

Peru
Hugo Blanco Cheered on Return
Hernan Cuentas Arrested
The Peasant Movement Today
Perspectives for the Peasant Movement—by Hugo Blanco
CP Backs “Austerity” Plan
International Campaign to Free Hernan Cuentas
Hugo Blanco Interviewed in Lima
Mitterrand, British MPs Demand Freedom for
Hernan Cuentas
Setting the Record Straight on Hugo Blanco
Amnesty International Urges Release of
Hernan Cuentas
Editors of Six Dailies Fired for Printing
“Alarmist News"
Lima Newspaper “"Marka" Under Attack
International Protests Free Hernan Cuentas
Cuentas Credits Release to International Protests
Regime Grants Amnesty to Urrutia and Garcia
Béjar Outlives Usefulness for Junta
Protest Against Price Increases Violently Repressed
Hugo Blanco Deported to Sweden—by Judy White
International Protest Over Deportation of
Hugo Blanco—by Judy White
Government Under Fire for Deportation of
Hugo Blanco
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How | Came to Be Deported—by Hugo Blanco

Regime Denationalizes Oil and Fishing Industries

Carlos Urrutia, Editor of "Marka," Jailed

Student Protest in Lima Crushed by Police

Regime Bows to Pressure, Pays “Compensation”
to U.S. Firm

Fishermen Strike

Fresh Attack on Rights of Workers

Trotskyists Injured in Bomb Attack by Maoists

Philippines

Growing Protests Against Marcos Dictatorship
—by Steve Clark

Marcos to Join Nuclear “Club”

Political Prisoners Tortured

Church Group Protests Torture

3,000 March in Manila on May Day

Amnesty International Denounces Wide Use of Torture

71 Cases of Torture

Dissidents Call for Boycott of Vote on Martial Law

Police Attack Protest

Prisoners on Hunger Strike

Marcos Ups Price for U.S. Bases

Poland
Interview With a High School Student
“The Whole of Poland Is on Strike Today"
—Dby David Frankel
Upsurge Highlights Crisis of Stalinism—by David Frankel
Gierek Promises to Try Again
Seven Protesters on Trial
Wave of Repression After Price Protests
Jacek Kuron's Open Letter to Enrico Berlinguer
An Appeal by Elzbieta Boeuckla-Kuron
In Defense of Victimized Polish Workers
Imprisoned Workers Released
Warsaw Bureaucrats Carry Out Wave of Victimizations
Committee Formed to Defend Worker Militants
—by Tony Thomas
Founding Statement of Polish Defense Committee
Appeal for Victimized Workers
Workers Demand Job Mates be Rehired
Interview With Jacek Kuron

Portugal

Lutte Ouvriére and International Socialism
Debate Differences

The Struggle Today

The Capitalist Offensive—by David Frankel

An Interview With Manuel Alegre

Behind the November 25 Coup Attempt

How Tancos Paratroopers Saw the November 25
Coup Attempt

MFA Report on Putsch Attempt Plays Up Role of Stalinists
—by Gerry Foley

Lessons of the November 25 Coup Attempt
—by Barry Sheppard

Debate on Portugal Between IS and Lutte Ouvriére

“Republica" Handed Back to Its Stockholders
—by Gerry Foley

Lisbon Police Open Fire on Strikers

Rightist Criminals Freed

The Third Congress of the LCI

Workers Fight Lockout at Timex Plant—by Ric Sissons

Inflation, Unemployment Spur Protests

Political Parties Sign New Pact With Military
—by Gerry Foley

Abortion Fight Erupts

The Class-Collaborationist Course of the CP
—by David Frankel

Theses on the Portuguese Revolution

The Test of Lines in the Portuguese Revolution

Rise in Strikes Meets With Threats From MFA
—by Gerry Foley

Building Workers Defy CP Leaders and MFA
—by Gerry Foley

On the Eve of Elections—by Gerry Foley

The Communist Party and the Elections

Lisbon Seeks Foreign Investment
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Government Fans Rightist Sentiment—by Gerry Foley
PRP—Still Looking for Military Savior
For a CP-SP Government
PRT Position on Elections
Trotskyists Active in Election Campaign—by Bob Kissinger
Interview With Leader of the LCI
Two Cubans Killed by Bomb at Embassy in Lisbon
PRT Statement on Suspension of LCI
Factory Assemblies Demand End to Ban on LCI
Writers Protest Suspension of LCl's Rights
Rallies Mark End of Election Campaign—by Bob Kissinger
Leftist Parties Hold Their Own in Elections
—by Gerry Foley
Lisbon Pledges Greater Autonomy for Azores and Madeira
The Student Movement Under the Dictatorship and Today
More Autonomy Demanded in Azores
Refugees Protest in Lisbon
LCI and PRT Discuss Failure to Field
Joint Electoral Slate
Election Manifesto Issued by Former Members of PRT
Soares Backs Continued Military Rule—by Gerry Foley
LCI and PRT Announce Candidate for Presidency
CP to Run Its Own Presidential Candidate—by Gerry Foley
Joint Electoral Platform of LCI and PRT
Interview With SP Leader Kalidas Barreto
Otelo Carvalho Rides Again—by Gerry Foley
Military Demagogues Dominate Elections—by Gerry Foley
CP Loses Ground to "Otelo"—by Gerry Foley
Left Caught in Trap Set by Carvalho—by Gerry Foley
Carvalho Steals the Show From the CP—by Harry Farrar
French Trotskyists Debate Strategy in Elections
The Only Possible Working-Class Vote
—by Gérard Filoche:
Pato-Otelo, Two Working-Class Candidates
—by A. Artous, D. Bensaid, F. Lourson,
A. Robs, and Y. Salesse
Take Advantage of a Working-Class Vote to the Left
of the Communist Party—by Alain Krivine
GAS Position on Portuguese Presidential Race
Election Program of Otelo Saraiva de Carvalho
Soares Unveils Austerity Program—by Gerry Foley
Diplomatic Relations Renewed Between Lisbon and Luanda
Two Cape Verdeans Killed
Right-wing Offensive in SP—by Gerry Foley
Bakery Workers Strike
Regime Arrests Carvalho
Social Democrats Chart Rightward Course
—by Gerry Foley

Puerto Rico

Political Activists Witch-hunted

Unemployment Hits Record High of 21.9%
Independence Forces to Run Candidates for Governor
Santiago Mari Pesquera Murdered—by Steve Wattenmaker
For a Living Wage in Puerto Rico!

Jobs for All in Puerto Rico!

Massive Unemployment

Puerto Rican Socialist Party Slandered As “Terrorist”
Socialists Protest Government Harassment

Protest for Independence Greets Ford

Free the Five Puerto Rican Nationalists!

Trotskyist Student Leader Beaten by Police
Trotskyists Analyze Elections—by Judy White

Québec (See Canada)

Sahara

Hands Off Sahara!

Against Imperialist Repression of the Saharan People!
Madrid Withdraws

Morocco and Mauritania Complete Carve-up
Independence Leader Killed

Scotland
Formation of the Scottish Labour Party
—by Alan Jones and James MacAllister
Devolution Issue Provokes Split in Labour Party
—by Ray Davis and Donald Waterson
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Seychelles
To Gain Independence
Gain Independence

Singapore

Political Prisoners Expose Torture

International Appeal for Release of Political Prisoners
Amnesty International Denounces Political Repression
“Subversives" Arrested

Tan Wah Piow Seeks Political Asylum

South Africa
Why Kenneth Kaunda Collaborates With Vorster Regime
—by Tony Hodges
OAU Condemns Role in Angola—by Conrad Strauss
Under Mounting Pressure to Withdraw Troops From Angola
—by Steve Clark
Threatens New Attack in Angola—by Ernest Harsch
Trial of Black Nationalists Begins—by Ernest Harsch
Seeks Accord With MPLA—by Ernest Harsch
Pretoria and Washington—Allies Against Africa
—by Ernest Harsch
How the White House Arms South Africa—I
South Africa: NATO's Secret Partner—I|
The Gendarme of Southern Africa—Ill
Some South African Troops Leave Southern Angola
Regime Predicts Rising Protests by Black Students
South African Troops Pull Out of Angola
—by Ernest Harsch
Premier Visits Israel
Israel-South Africa—the Apartheid Axis
—by David Frankel
Kissinger's New Policy in Southern Africa
—by David Frankel
Police Club Protesting Workers
SWAPO Leader Tortured in Vorster's Jails
Fifty Black Activists Arrested—by Ernest Harsch
Second Thoughts About Operation Angola
100 Atom Bombs for South Africa
Israeli Advisers Said to Help South African Army
Washington's Overture to Vorster
Company Studies Plans to Exploit Zairean Copper
Washington's Stake in Apartheid—by Ernest Harsch
Black Uprisings Shake South Africa—by Tony Thomas
Kissinger Greets World's No. 1 Racist
—by Ernest Harsch
Black Youths Show New Militancy—by Ernest Harsch
1,300 Seized in Witch-hunt—by Ernest Harsch
Pretoria Forced to Make Language Concession
—by Ernest Harsch
OAU Summit Meeting Condemns Soweto Massacre
—by Tony Hodges
Pretoria Steps Up Arrests of Black Militants
—by Ernest Harsch
Black Students Mount New Protests—by Ernest Harsch
Black Students Boycott Schools
Vorster's Maneuvers in Namibia and Zimbabwe
—by Ernest Harsch
Black Protests Spread—by Ernest Harsch
General Strike by Black Workers Shakes South Africa
—by Tony Thomas
Coloureds and Africans March in Cape Town
—by Tony Thomas
Demonstrations Spread Across Cape Province
—by Tony Thomas
Kissinger's Plan to Save Apartheid—by Ernest Harsch
Biacks Tell Kissinger to “Go Home"—by Ernest Harsch
Campaign of Terror in Angola and Namibia
Rising Canadian Investment in South Africa
—by Dick Fidler
Judge Sentences Three Dissidents
How Kissinger Visit Strengthened Vorster Regime
—by Ernest Harsch
Pretoria's Bantustan Policy—by Ernest Harsch
Divide and Rule in South Africa—I|
The Fraud of “Separate Development”—II
Vorster Regime Lied on Soweto Deaths
Death and Detention in South Africa—by Ernest Harsch
Thousands Held in Witch-hunt—by Ernest Harsch

1880

175
1110

178
271
514
921
1689

7
38

116
248
250
292

348
404
501
505
514

594

674

756
766
775
790
792
899
938
963
983
994
996

1026
1029
1060

1093
1126

1130
1161
1187

1218
1220

1252
1284

1316
1317
1348
1384

1432
1433

1433

1486
1520
1499
1506
1554

New Arrests in Soweto 1568
Fake Independence Imposed on Transkei

—by Ernest Harsch 1590
Interview With Tsietsi Mashinini 1632
Behind Bars on Robben Island 1749
Police Hunt Down Students in Soweto—by Ernest Harsch 1751
Black Consciousness Leaders on Trial

—by Ernest Harsch 1818
Soviet Union
Plyushch Released by Moscow 56
In Defense of Andrei Sakharov 60
International Campaign Wins Freedom for Leonid Plyushch

—by Marilyn Vogt 79
Interview With Leonid Plyushch 124
How Tass Reported the Plyushch Case 124
200 Dissidents Urge Kovalyov Release 136
The Case of Mustafa Dzhemilev 198
Behind the Walls of a Psychiatric Prison 230
Interview With Leonid Plyushch 233
An Appeal for Mustafa Dzhemilev 277
Kremlin Detains Amalrik for 36 Hours 308
An Appeal From the Family of Mustafa Dzhemilev 326
A Prison House of Nations 376
Leonid Brezhnev—Creator of the “Cloudiess Sky"” 387
Political Prisoners Demand Right to Be Heard

at Party Congress 423
Interview With Leonid Plyushch 442
Open Letter to the Communist Parties of East and West

—by Leonid Plyushch 445
Plyushch Urges Help for All Political Prisoners

—by George Saunders 542
“They Are Murdering Mustafa Dzhemilev" 551
The Struggle of Soviet Jews Against Stalinist Oppression

—by David Frankel

Part 1 552

Part 2 608

Correction 639
Plyushch Answers Jackson—by David Frankel 590
An Appeal From the Sister of Mustafa Dzhemilev 591
Brezhnev and Soviet Democracy—by Ernest Mandel 596
Soviet Dissident Loses Job 607
Regime to Try Three Dissidents 645
What the Dissidents Want and Who They Represent 655
Moscow Offers to Dump Carrillo in Return for Legalizing

Spanish CP 666
Will European CPs Remain Silent? 675
Crimean Tatar Women Appeal for Their Rights 710
Police Persecution of Crimean Tatars 71
Soviet Citizens Back Dzhemilev 767
USSR Defense Minister Grechko Dies 767
The Stalinist Suppression of Lithuanian Catholics

—by Marilyn Vogt 809
Soviet Jews Avoiding Israel 814
Soviet Trade Deficit is $3.6 Billion 857
Dissidents Protest Torture in Uruguay 888
Ukrainian Dissident Sent to Mental Hospital 938
The Trial of Sergei Kovalyov—by Marilyn Vogt 945
Leonid Plyushch Issues Appeal for Moroz and Dzhemilev 1001
Drop in Meat Consumption 1028
Partial Victory for Valentyn Moroz—by Marilyn Vogt 1035
Sakharov Appeal on Behalf of Kovalyov 1051
New York Meeting Demands Release of Dzhemilev

—by Marilyn Vogt 1062
My Country and the World —by Ken Coates (BR) 1078
Bukovsky Wages Hunger Strike in Soviet Jail 1094
Former Political Prisoners Appeal for Dzhemilev 1114
Amalrik, Soviet Dissident, Exiled 1144
Free Mustafa Dzhemilev and All Other Political Prisoners!

—by Reza Baraheni 1158
Roy Medvedev and the October Revolution

—by J. J. Marie (BR) 1177
Mustafa Dzhemilev—"One of the World's Soldiers for Justice”

—by Ralph Schoenman 1224
The Fight for Soviet Democracy in the USSR

—by Ernest Mandel 1294
“They Got Along So Well” 1431
For the Right of the Tatars to Return to the Crimea! 1461
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Communist Veteran Scores Kremlin for Betraying
Ideals of Revolution

Arnosht Kolman's Open Letter to Leonid Brezhnev

Anti-Semitism in Soviet Journal

French CP Leader Scores Kremlin's Treatment of Dissidents
—by Gerry Foley

Hua Rejects Message From Brezhnev

Soviet Jews Protest in Moscow

New Plan Will Force Soviet Jews to Go Directly to Israel

Kremlin Stung by French CP Support for Imprisoned
Dissidents—by Gerry Foley

Six Political Prisoners East and West

The Face of Inhumanity—by Lydia Chukovskaya

Dissident Vigil in Moscow Attacked

Spain
Mounting Pressure to Finish With Francoism
—by David Frankel
Massive Strike Wave Confronts Regime—by David Frankel
Since Franco's Death—Growing Fight for Democratic Rights
Monarchy Clamps Down—by David Frankel
Growing Crisis of the Francoist Dictatorship
For Solidarity With the Metalworkers of Madrid!
For a Workers United Front to Finish With Francoism
Francoist Thugs Unveil “Spanish Democracy"
—by David Frankel
The Rise of the Mass Movement
Mass Demonstrations in Barcelona Demand Amnesty
and Autonomy
Madrid Devalues the Peseta
Juan Carlos Met by Strikes and Protests in Barcelona
More Strikes Hit Spain
Down With the Government of Franco's Heirs!
For Independent Action of the Masses to Overthrow
the Francoist Dictatorship
Workers Debate Union Orientation
Police Kill Five
Madrid Withdraws From Sahara
Murderous Police Attack Provokes Huge Protests
—by Steve Clark
For Solidarity With the Workers of Alaval
An Appeal From the Political Prisoners of Carabanchel
Callaghan Hobnobs With Francoist Executioner
For Unity in the Workers Movement to End Francoist Rule!
For a Boycott of the Francoist Trade-Union Congress!
Madrid Cracks Down on Opposition
1,055 Basque Priests Score Madrid
Moscow Offers to Dump Carrillo in Return for Legalizing
Spanish CP
Free Sabin Aranal
UGT Holds Congress
Police Arrest 160 Basques
Interview With a Leader of the Liga Comunista
Thousands Turn Out in Madrid to Hear Ernest Mandel
—by Harry Farrar
A First in Barcelona—"The Great Dictator”
—by Joanna Rossi
The UGT Congress—a Success for the Spanish Workers
At First Press Conference of Liga Comunista
—by Joanna Rossi
Thousands Hear Camejo in Barcelona, Madrid,
and Valencia—by Joanna Rossi
Interview With Peter Camejo—by Judy White
1,600 at Women's Liberation Conference in Barcelona
—by Joanna Rossi
Spanish Women and the Law
Continued Torture of Political Prisoners
Juan Carlos Names New Premier
CP Chief for "More Rational” Strategy
Mass Demonstrations Force Concessions From Regime
47 Prisoners Released
CP Leaders Carrillo and Ibarruri
Barred From Return to Spain
"Mundo"” Features Interview With Trotskyists
600,000 Join General Strike in Basque Country
—by Tony Thomas
Generals Censor Magazine
Regime Moves to Legalize Unions and
Impose Wage Controls
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Alain Krivine Arrested in Madrid
Secret U.S.-Spanish Treaty Revealed
Uproar Over Adultery Law
Prospects in Spain and Other Imperialist Countries
Lockheed Scandal Touches Spain
200 Women Stage Protest in Madrid
Spanish Trotskyists Arrested
Franco's Torturers Still at Work
Women Invade Court in Madrid to Protest
Adultery Charges
Spanish Trotskyists Released
The November 12 General Strike—by Marcos Urrutia
Women's Movement on the Rise in Spain—by Larry Seigle
For a Boycott of Spanish Referendum!
Social Democrats Hold Open Congress in Madrid
Foreign Debt Rising
Women's Struggles Stir Growing Ferment
—by Joanna Rossi

Sri Lanka

Students Protest

Regime Closes Sri Lanka University

“Image” Problem Peeves Regime

Bandaranaike Arrests Tamil Leaders

Freedom Demanded for Political Prisoners
—by Ernest Harsch

Four Sentenced for Alleged Role in 1971 Revolt

Strikes and Demonstrations Sweep Sri Lanka
—by Ernest Harsch

Political Prisoners Stage Two-Day Hunger Strike

Sweden

1,000 Attend Election Rally of Trotskyists

Social Democrats Defeated at Polls—by Gerry Foley
The Election Is Over . . .

Switzerland
SAVAK Spy Network Exposed in Geneva

Syria
Regime Tries to Stabilize Lebanon—by David Frankel
Regime Sides With Rightists in Lebanon—by David Frankel
Arafat Not Welcome
Hands Off Lebanon!—by David Frankel
Syrian Troops Step Up Attack in Lebanon—by David Frankel
Syrian Forces in Lebanon Threaten New Offensive
—by David Frankel
American Stalinists “Explain” Assad's Invasion
Arab League Aids Syrian Intervention in Lebanon
—by David Frankel
Assad Threatens Showdown in Lebanon
—by David Frankel
The Syrian Takeover in Lebanon—by David Frankel

Taiwan
The Case of Hsieh Ts'ung-min
Crackdown in Taiwan

Thailand

Bangkok Strike Shakes Regime

U.S. Troops to Remain

Shuts Borders to Refugees

Socialist Party Leader Murdered

Rightist Terror Attacks Mount

U.S. Forces Begin Withdrawal

New Government May Ask Return of U.S.
Intelligence Personnel

Nine Activists Arrested

Regime Denies Washington Use of Ramasun Spy Base

Two U.S. Bases Closed

Bangkok Police Massacre Student Demonstrators
—by Ernest Harsch

Junta Steps Up Witch-hunt of Opponents
—by Ernest Harsch

Junta Suppresses All Dissent

For Solidarity With Struggle Against Thai Dictatorship!

The Bloodbath at Thammasat University
—by Prabhat Worawan

Thousands of Activists Seized—by Ernest Harsch
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Tunisia
Amnesty International Urges Release
of Political Prisoners

Turkey
Premier Accused of Covering Up Fraud
Regime Cracks Down on Suspected Guerrillas

Uganda
Students Protest

Upper Volta
Hit by Growing Balance-of-Payments Deficit

Uruguay

6,000 Political Prisoners

Wave of Arrests

Army Officer Describes Torture Practices

Soviet Dissidents Protest Torture

Bodies of Ten Torture Victims Discovered Off Coast
Even Children Tortured

Thousands Deprived of Political Rights

U.S.A.

Ford Pushes Ahead in Angola—by Ernest Harsch

How Washington Uses Threat of Famine

Fifteen Years of U.S. Intervention in Angola
—by Ernest Harsch

Washington's 1929 Outline for War With Britain

Martin Sostre Wins Release From Jail

“Errors” Found in Attica Prosecution

CIA Caught Passing Out Dollars to ltalian Politicos

Nigeria Tells Ford to Go to Hell

110 in SWP on FBI "Security” List

CIA Hires European Mercenaries for Operation Angola
—by Ernest Harsch

Washington Uses Food Aid for Blackmail in UN

U.S. Out of Angolal

Washington’s Aid to Pinochet Soars

How FBI Provoked Shootings, Beatings in San Diego

Black Leaders Urge Support to SWP Suit

ClA's Use of Missionaries Protested

Pentagon Hails “Tranquil" Chile

Frame-up Charges Dropped Against Robert Williams

950 Attend 15th National Convention of YSA
—by Steve Clark

Justice Department. No Grounds for Prosecuting
CIA Assassins

Goldwater: CIA Inquiry Went Too Far

NAACP Issues Report on Black Unemployment

Kissinger's “Operation Mercenaries for Angola”

Kissinger Calls for Stepped-up Intervention in Angola
—by Steve Clark

Washington's “Humanitarian Aid" for Guatemala
—by David Frankel

White House Worried About "Domestic Divisions”
Over Angola—by Ernest Harsch

Kissinger and the Kurds

Kennedy Plotted to Poison Cubans

Goldwater: Kennedy Authorized Plots
to Assassinate Castro

Troops to Remain in Thailand

Black Muslims Change Views on Malcolm X

More Secrets of the CIA—by Steve Clark

Kissinger Blows His Stack

Paul Robeson (1898-1976)—by Frank Lovell

Camejo Scores "Token” U.S. Aid to Victims of
Guatemala Earthquake

Behind Saigon's Collapse

U.S. Judges Sue for Pay Raise

“Agnew Legacy" Haunts Capitalists

The ClA's Secret Game in Iraq and Angola
—by Steve Clark

Kissinger Hails Geisel's “"Concern for Human Dignity"

Racists Mount Reign of Terror Against Blacks in Boston
—by Noah Ellsworth

Where Is the Nation of Islam Going?—by Malik Miah
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Washington to Sell $120 Million Jet Squadron
to King Hussein
Reopen Case on Bombing That Killed Four
Alabama Black Women
The Case of Daniel Schorr
Pretoria and Washington—Allies Against Africa
—by Ernest Harsch
How the White House Arms South Africa—|
South Africa: NATO's Secret Partner—I|
The Gendarme of Southern Africa—IlI
Nixon Doctored Tape Transcripts
Ford Cuts Off Aid Talks With Gandhi
Angola: The Hidden History of Washington's War
—by Dick Roberts (BR)
Saber Rattling Over Cuba's African Role
—by David Frankel
Washington Lifts Trade Embargo Against Angola
The Right to Hear Hugo Blanco—An Exchange
of Correspondence With the State Department
International Meaning of Boston Action
Peter Camejo Tells Off Reagan
on U.S. Theft of Panama Canal
Arms Madness or Arms Addiction?
Setting the Record Straight on Hugo Blanco
SWP Candidate Target of Sniper
Kissinger's Saber Rattling Over Cuba
—by Antonio Soto
American CP Squirms Over Admissions of French Cousins
—by David Frankel
Washington's “Selective Policy” for Refugees
American Library Association Urges Visa for Hugo Blanco
The Fight Against Fascism in the USA
—by David Frankel (BR)
U.S. Forces Begin Withdrawal From Thailand
Ford’'s Aggressive Détente—by Ernest Mandel
Political Police Admit 92 Burglaries of SWP
Offices—by Larry Seigle
FBI Claims Right to Inform Employers About “Subversives”
—by Larry Seigle
Plyushch Answers Jackson—by David Frankel
FBI Burglaries Front-page News Across United States
—by Jim Mack
How the FBI Puts On a “Snitch Jacket"—by Larry Seigle
Lynch Mob Attacks Black Attorney in Boston
—by Jon Hillson
Death Threat Sent to Organizers of April 24 March

Camejo Urges Massive Turnout for April 24 March
Plyushch Featured Speaker at New York Meeting
—by Marilyn Vogt
The Slander Campaign Against Americans
Who Demand Right to Hear Hugo Blanco
Washington Refuses Visa to Ernest Mandel
—by Nancy Cole
Castro Pins Ford on Acts of Piracy—by David Frankel
FBI Admits Receiving Goods Stolen From SWP Candidate
Boston: Struggle Continues Against White Racist Violence
—by David Frankel
The FBI's 40-year Attack on Democratic Rights
—by Ernest Harsch
Kissinger's New Policy in Southern Africa
—by David Frankel
70,000 U.S. Rubber Workers Strike
The FBI Campaign to “Destroy"” the Black Panthers
“Flexible Accounting Procedures” Hide Rise
in Oil Profits
Liam Cotter, 1921-1976—by Jean Vertheim
New Support in Fight to Win Visa for Hugo Blanco
$1 Million Fine for Water Pollution
Unequal Pay
CIA Inquiry Irks Rockefeller
Ford's Fist in a French Glove—by David Frankel
$1.8 Billion—Ford Handout to Pinochet
Slight Drawbacks Discovered in Air-Quality Standards
Thousands March in U.S. for Women's Rights
Hopewell—"Chemical Capital of the South”
The Karen Silkwood Case
City University of New York Shut Down
for Lack of Funds
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Prospects for Socialism in America
—by David Frankel (BR)
Reagan's Warning to Zimbabwe Freedom Fighters
FBI Exposed in Rosenberg Cover-up
57 Cases of Cancer at DuPont Plant
3,995 "Problem Welds" in Alaskan Pipeline
Health Standards Too "Costly”
275 Plutonium Accidents
SWP Suit Reported From Coast to Coast
—by Ernest Harsch (BR)
Kissinger Greets Chilean Butcher—by Judy White
Washington's Overture to Vorster
American Primaries Stir Little Enthusiasm
—by David Frankel
$106 Billion for War
Washington's Stake in Apartheid—by Ernest Harsch
Ford's Threat Against Lebanon
American Stalinists “Explain” Assad's Invasion
CIA to Continue Use of Missionaries
249,000 Prisoners
The Alaska “Swiss Cheese"” Pipeline
Congressman Has Second Thoughts on $125 Million Loan
to Chile
Kissinger Greets World's No. 1 Racist
—by Ernest Harsch
U.S. Vetoes Angolan Entry to United Nations
New York's “Mysterious Incursion of Sewage”
New York Meeting Demands Release of Dzhemilev
—by Marilyn Vogt
Supreme Court Renews Death Penalty
New York Picket in Defense of Dominican
Longshore Union
Death Penalty: Legalized Murder
Alaska Pipeline Price Rises Again
Computer Solves Pollution “Mystery"
A Strategy to Fight Racist and Fascist Attacks
—by Fred Feldman (BR)
Carter—A Redneck for President—by David Frankel
Ford's “Show of Force"—A Threat to Africa
U.S. Vetoes Resolution on Israel
Declining Quality of Water Around New York City
$10 Million in Damages Sought for Sewage-Coated
Beaches
New York's Dead Sea
The CIA in a Corner
FBl Tops Exposed in New Burglary of Socialists
—by Larry Seigle
Cannon on How to Build a Revolutionary Party (BR)
—by Tim Wohlforth
FBI Informer Program Unmasked by SWP
—by David Frankel
7.5 Million Out of Work
Only Millionaires Need Apply
Shah's Political Police Spy on lranians in U.S.
U.S. Employment Office Abandons Witch-hunt
"Loyalty” Questions
SWP Scores Major Victory Against FBI
—by David Frankel
1,650 Attend National Convention of American
Trotskyists—by Judy White
The Assassination of Orlando Letelier
—by Judy White
Ford and Carter's "Great Debate”—by David Frankel
AT&T Scores New Profit Record
Auto Workers Strike
Butz's "Unfortunate Choice of Language”
Free the Five Puerto Rican Nationalists!
American Workers Show Rising Interest in
SWP Platform—by David Frankel
Supporters of Irish Struggle Face New Attack
TV Audience for “Great Debate” Smaller
Than Expected
2,500 March at Letelier's Funeral
The "Mayagtez” Returns to Haunt Ford
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Lawyer Sentenced for Agreeing With Client
U.S. Lawyers Ask Release of Popovic
Détente Opens Doors to Dow Chemical
Popovic Wins Suspended Sentence
Lawyers Face New Crackdown

Judge Gets Six-Year Sentence

Tito Keeps Death Penalty

Zaire
IMF Grants $65.5 Million Loan
“Undisciplined" Troops Attack Villagers
in Congo Republic
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Zambia
Why Kenneth Kaunda Collaborates With Vorster Regime
—by Tony Hodges
Zimbabwean Freedom Fighters Face Witch-hunt
—by Tony Hodges
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Mary-Alice Waters, Tony Thomas, Barry Sheppard,
and Betsey Stone—reviewed by David Frankel

The Nation's Press Views the Landmark Suit That is
Uncovering FBI and CIA Crimes
—reviewed by Ernest Harsch

The Role of Foreign Firms in Namibia—reviewed by
Ernest Harsch
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—reviewed by David Frankel

1884

446

More Whites Leaving Rhodesia
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Healyite Frame-up of Joseph Hansen and George Novack

WSL Scores Healyite Frame-up of
Joseph Hansen

Healy's Road to the Gutter—Statement by
Editors of “Red Weekly"

A Statement on Healy's Frame-up of
Hansen and Novack—by Betty Hamilton and
Pierre Lambert

“Socialist Action” Denounces WRP Smear
Campaign

Notes on Healy's Role in Early Days of the
British Trotskyist Movement—by Mary and
John Archer

When Isaac Deutscher Showed Healy to the Door
—by Ernest Tate

Healy's Smear Against Trotsky's Last
Collaborators—by Sam Gordon

Healy Caught in the Logic of the Big Lie
—by Joseph Hansen

The Verdict on Healy's Slanders: “A Shameless
Frame-up" (Signers of Statement)

Sara (Weber) Jacobs Recalls a Conversation
With Trotsky

Charles Curtiss Condemns Frame-up

Statement by Bala Tampoe

Ready to Participate in Jury of Honor
(Statement by Tendance Marxiste
Révolutionnaire Internationale)

Jean van Heijenoort's Opinion

Statement of “Bulletin Group”

Opinion of C.L.R. James

WRP Holds Frame-up Style Raliies—by
Jim Atkinson and Skip Ball

Vyshinsky Rides Again—by Charles van Gelderen

LSA Adds Signature to Statement

Against Healy's Frame-up of Hansen and Novack!
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Vereeken Regrets Healyite Taint in English
Edition of His Book

Vereeken Begins Learning About Healyism
—by Joseph Hansen
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Greek Trotskyist Group Gives Its Verdict on
Healyite Frame-up
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Sara (Weber) Jacobs, 1900-1976

Rafael Lasala ("Nestor") Murdered by Argentine
Dictatorship

World Economy
Waiting for the Upturn—by Ernest Mandel
Eighteen Million Unemployed
The Common Market—At a Snail's Pace
—by Ernest Mandel
European Unemployment Falls
UN Conference on World Crisis
$6 Trillion for Merchants of Death
The New Economic Upturn—by David Frankel
Why the Pound and Lira Are Sinking—by Ernest Mandel
Britain's Economic Impasse—by William Gottlieb
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Combat Socialiste (Canada)
First Convention of GMR
Victory of Parti Québécois
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Death of Mao Tsetung
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Purge of "Four Dogs” in China

American Trotskyist Presidential Campaign

Revolucién Socialista (Colombia)
Death of Mao Tsetung
Attack on Colombian Students

Revolucién Socialista (Panama)
Defense Campaign for Miguel Antonio Bernal

Révolution! (France)

Protest Nuclear Plant

Trotskyists and Portuguese Elections

Mao Tsetung's Contribution to Marxist Thought

Revolution Socialiste (Antilles)
Repression in Guiana

Rood (Belgium)
Belgian Catholic Unions
Proletarian Democracy Bloc in Italy

Rotiront (Austria)
Socialist Party Youth Group

Rouge (France)

Corsican Nationalist Movement

Meeting to Support Italian Proletarian
Democracy Bloc

Workers' Upsurge in Poland

Protests Against "Super-Phénix" Nuclear
Breeder Reactor

Socialist Suit Against the FBI

Repression of Musicians in Czechoslovakia

Death of Mao Tsetung

Campaign Against Chiang Ch'ing

French Maoists Defend “Gang of Four”

Bensaid Comments on Purge in China

American Trotskyist Presidential Campaign

Sekai Kakumei (Japan)

Role of Reformists in Governmental Crisis
Japanese CP Changes Its Program

Crisis of Liberal Democratic Party

Death of Mao Tsetung

1888 :

1686

961
1525

1109

1766

1525

1686

1452
1642

985

950
1076
1570

950

919
1015

985

918

1015
1109

1175
1301
1335
1362
1524
1605
1643
1685

1015
1076
1300
1524

Socialist Action (New Zealand)
New Zealand Prime Minister’s Visit to China
Demonstrations Against Sports Tour
of South Africa
Deportation of Pacific Islanders
Harassment of Pacific Islanders
Opposition to Deportation of Pacific Islanders

Socialist Nation (Sri Lanka)
Death of Mao Tsetung

Sosialistike Ekphrase (Cyprus)
Discussion on Role of Mao Tsetung in History
The Russian Revolution

Sosialistinen Politiikka (Finland)
Review of Bebel's "Women and Socialism”

Sous le Drapeau du Socialisme (France)
Appeal for the Release of Ahmed Ben Bella

The Spark (United States)
Death of Mao Tsetung
U.S. Presidential Election

Torch (United States)
U.S. Presidential Election
Recent Developments in China

Tribune Ouvriére (Canada)
Disillusionment With Bourgeois Parties in Québec

Tribune Socialiste (France)
French Government's Sale of Nuclear Reactor
to South Africa

Vjesnik (Yugoslavia)
Death of Mao Tsetung

Voz Socialista (Venezuela)
Struggle Against Inflation
Agrarian Reform

Death of Mao Tsetung
American Presidential Election

Was Tun (Germany)

Struggle Against Repression

East German CP Congress

Vorster Visit

Berlin Wall

Trotskyists in German Elections

Death of Mao Tsetung

Political Blacklisting

Purge of the "Four Dogs" in China

Reaction of German Maoists to Purge in China

Workers News (Britain)
Analysis of Portuguese Revolution

Workers Power (United States)
Death of Mao Tsetung

Workers Vanguard (United States)
Death of Mao Tsetung

Workers World (United States)

Death of Mao Tsetung

Analysis of Purge in China

Attack on “Intercontinental Press” Article
on Vietnam

Young Socialist (Australia)
Meeting of SYA National Committee

Young Socialist (New Zealand)
“Terrorism” and the Israeli Raid in Entebbe

Zenit (Sweden)
Women in Portugal

950
1048
1570

1765
1833

1765

1764
1832

1765

1572

1404
1571

1571
1729

1077

1175

1405

918
1049
1405
1684

919

984
1077
1301
1335
1404
1572
1606
1729

1048

1406

1404

1405

1730

1764

985

1174

1452

Intercontinental Press






