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by TeRRy evAnS
For decades working people in the 

U.S. have faced declining real wages 
and worsening working conditions 
as the bosses have gone after them in 
an effort to defend their profit rates, 
creating a broad social crisis. This, 
along with opposition to the capital-
ist rulers’ ongoing wars in the Mid-
dle East and elsewhere, has fueled 
widespread dissatisfaction with both 
the Democratic and Republican par-
ties, which have alternated presiding 
over the decline. 

The disdain for what workers face 
by elected officials and the massive 
government bureaucracy drives a po-
litical crisis that wracks both of the 
bosses’ two major parties. The crisis 
is most obvious among the Democrats 
today, whose fights with each other 
flow from the fear that they won’t find 
a 2020 candidate who can defeat the 
incumbent president.

Many workers are looking for 
a way to change these conditions. 

by DebORAh LiATOS
“We are not crossing the picket 

line. We will absolutely not cross the 
line. We’re in full solidarity. If one of 
us falls, we all fall. That’s the way we 
see this with the miners on strike,” 
Chris Cheely, legislative representa-
tive of SMART Local 807, told the 
Militant by phone Feb. 11. The local 
represents conductors and brakemen 
at the Union Pacific railroad in the 
Tucson area. The rail workers have 
refused to run trains into Asarco’s 
Mission Mine in Sahuarita since the 
strike began Oct. 13.  

On Jan. 29 Union Pacific rail bosses 
used an all-management crew to run a 
train into the Mission Mine to move 

by AnThOny DUTROw
MIAMI — Scores of people joined 

a car caravan led by the Alianza Mar-
tiana in the Little Havana neighbor-

in January barring all charter flights 
to Cuban cities other than Havana, 
and curtailed flights to Cuba’s capital. 
The government last fall barred all 
commercial flights from the U.S. to 
nine cities outside of Havana. 

The caravan also denounced van-
dalism at the Alianza’s headquar-
ters during the night of Jan. 26 after 
it had sponsored a public meeting to 
celebrate the anniversary of the birth 
of Cuban independence leader José 
Martí. The group defends revolution-

Militant/Chuck Guerra

Andrés Gómez, right, leader of Alianza Martiana, speaks before 50-car caravan wound its way 
through Miami’s Little Havana Feb. 8, calling for end to new U.S. attacks on travel to Cuba.

by GeORGe ChALMeRS.
DALLAS — The two main capital-

ist parties, the Democrats and Repub-
licans, are in crisis, Alyson Kennedy, 
Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
president, told participants in a cam-
paign rally here Feb. 8. And, she said, 
more and more workers are conclud-
ing that neither the Democratic or 
Republican parties are on the side of 
working people. 

Kennedy explained that she, SWP 
vice presidential candidate Malcolm 
Jarrett and over 20 SWP candidates 
coast to coast are campaigning on the 
need for workers to have our own par-
ty, a labor party, based on our unions.

“One of the ways the wealthy class 

maintains its rule has always been its 
use of the two-party — or more — 
system,” Kennedy said. “If you don’t 
like what one capitalist politician is 
doing, they tell you to vote for another 
capitalist politician from the other 

by ROy LAnDeRSen
When the first cases of acute pneu-

monia caused by the new coronavirus 
were diagnosed last December in Wu-
han, China, government authorities 
there downplayed the development. 
Now the capitalist rulers worldwide 
are scrambling about what to do with 
an epidemic that has taken over 1,100 
lives, worse than the SARS outbreak 
in China 17 years ago. 

While the fatality rate is less than 
half that of severe acute respiratory 
syndrome, the coronavirus has a far 
greater number of infections — over 
44,000 as of Feb. 12. Active carriers 
of the virus have now been found in 
two dozen countries. 

Beijing initially tried to minimize 
and cover up what was happening. 
They sent a government health official 
to Wuhan who told people the disease 
was “preventable and controllable.” 
Then that person caught it himself 
and became a symbol of government 
lying and incompetence. 

Alyson Kennedy, SWP candidate for president:

‘workers need our own 
party, a labor party’

by ROy LAnDeRSen
Deadly attacks by militias orga-

nized by Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sa-
dr as well as by Iraqi security forces 
have failed to quell anti-government 
demonstrations in Iraq. 

“This protest movement is going 
strong and as long as our demands 

Iraqi workers, 
youth protest 
attacks by the 
gov’t, Tehran

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 3

Militant/George Chalmers

SWP presidential candidate Alyson Kennedy talks with auto mechanic Rogelio Rodriguez at his 
home in Dallas Jan. 24. Working people need to break with the capitalists’ parties, she said.

Join May Day 
brigaDe to Cuba

 — see page 7

hood here Feb. 8 to protest new U.S. 
government restrictions on travel to 
Cuba.  

Washington passed new regulations 
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Sinn Fein vote surge fueled by 
social crisis, calls for Irish unity 

Maya Forstater fights to overturn firing for 
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BY TONY HUNT
LONDON — None of the capitalist 

parties contesting Ireland’s Feb. 8 parlia-
mentary election came close to gaining 
a majority. Fianna Fail and Fine Gael, 
who have dominated Irish governments 
since a war for independence liberated a 
majority of the country from British rule 
in 1921, received a drubbing. Sinn Fein, 
which calls for a united Ireland, got its 
highest vote ever.  

The elections gave a picture of real 
trends at work among working people.

Sinn Fein won 37 seats, one behind 
Fianna Fail and two ahead of Fine Gael, 
which had led the previous government. 
Horse-trading to put together a new gov-
ernment is now taking place. 

Outgoing Fine Gael Prime Minister 
Leo Varadkar ruled out a deal between 
his party and Sinn Fein, while Micheal 
Martin, the leader of Fianna Fail, left 
open that possibility. Varadkar justified 
his stance pointing to Sinn Fein’s links 
to the now disbanded Irish Republican 
Army, which fought a military cam-
paign against the British Army’s oc-
cupation of Northern Ireland prior to a 
cease-fire in 1998.  

Compounding the problem to put to-
gether a governing coalition, six smaller 
parties and 19 candidates not aligned to 
any party won 50 seats, just short of a 
third of the 160-member Dail, the lower 
chamber of the Irish parliament.  

The support registered for Sinn 
Fein showed it could have won more 
seats, but had only run 42 candidates. 
In addition to standing for Irish uni-
ty, it campaigned on a pledge to hike 
company taxes and raise government 

spending to address the lack of afford-
able housing, patch up the country’s 
crumbling health care system and in-
crease the number of police.  

The social crisis facing working 
people is reflected in press reports 
describing “cattle-market”-like condi-
tions in hospital waiting areas, with 
hundreds of patients waiting for beds. 
As many as 550,000 people, in a coun-
try of 5 million, are on waiting lists 
for medical appointments. In addition, 
rents and house prices have skyrock-
eted and homelessness is rising. These 
conditions, in an economic upturn, 
fueled dissatisfaction with Varadkar’s 
minority government, which had de-
pended on Fianna Fail for support.  

The rout of Fianna Fail and Fine Gael 
at the polls is a response by working 
people to the role of both parties follow-
ing the 2007 economic crash, years of 
high unemployment and the subsequent 
class-differentiated “recovery.” Fianna 
Fail’s popularity plunged when it held 
power earlier and imposed cuts in public 
sector workers wages, reduced the mini-
mum wage, increased sales taxes, and 
cut pensions in 2010.  

80% back a united Ireland
Sinn Fein’s manifesto contains a 

commitment to push London to hold a 
referendum on Irish unity in Northern 
Ireland in the next five years, alongside 
a similar referendum in the south.  

“Four in five Irish people want a 
united Ireland,” reported a poll pub-
lished in the London Times of Feb. 3. 
Former Fianna Fail Prime Minister 
Bertie Ahern told the Press Associa-

tion that moves towards Irish unity 
were now inevitable. 

This is accelerated by the increase in 
cross-border trade in the two decades 
since the 1998 cease-fire agreement 
was signed and the increasing integra-
tion of the economies, north and south 
of the border. During last year’s nego-
tiations over the U.K. leaving the Eu-
ropean Union, British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson and Varadkar agreed to 
maintain a customs border through the 
Irish Sea rather than along the border 
between the Republic and Northern Ire-
land to facilitate trade across the island.   

“In any event we’re heading towards 
a border poll, a referendum on unity,” 
Sinn Fein leader Mary Lou McDonald 

told the BBC Feb. 10. She said, “Cer-
tainly, the election result adds to this.”  

Interviewed Feb. 10 by Irish state 
broadcaster RTE, McDonald said she 
was looking to put together a govern-
ing coalition. Danny McCoy, director 
general of Ibec, the employers lobby 
group, said company bosses would be 
able to work with a coalition that in-
cluded Sinn Fein. 

“We have seen them in action in the 
North. Their instincts are not so mad 
when it comes to business,” he told the 
Irish Times. 

Sinn Fein resumed its power-sharing 
arrangement with the pro-British Dem-
ocratic Unionist Party in the Northern 
Ireland Assembly last month.  

UK: ‘Solidarity with protests by working people in Iran!’

Militant/Hugo Wils

MANCHESTER, England — “Three times in two years, Iranian workers and 
students have taken to the streets to protest the government’s military inter-
vention abroad and its attacks on living standards,” Pete Clifford, with mega-
phone, told passersby as he and Hugo Wils campaigned here Feb. 1. Clifford 
is the Communist League candidate for Sharston ward and Wils for Baguley 
in the May 7 Manchester City Council elections. Clifford called for “solidarity 
with workers and students in Iran! U.K. and U.S. hands off Iran!” 

“Many stopped by our table, most unaware of the depth of the recent un-
rest among working people that has spread across Iran,” he told the Militant. 
“They were interested in hearing about our campaign and what working peo-
ple are doing in Iran.” 

The CL candidates explain the regime in Iran today is a product of a coun-
terrevolution carried out by the country’s capitalist rulers four decades ago to 
push back gains made by working people when they mobilized to overthrow 
the U.S.-backed shah during the 1979 Iranian Revolution.

CL candidates and campaign supporters sold eight copies of the Militant, 
five copies of the supplement “Revolution, Counterrevolution and War in Iran” 
by Socialist Workers Party leader Steve Clark and a copy of The Communist 
Manifesto. 

— Hugo Wils
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‘Workers need a labor party’
Continued from front page

Vote Socialist Workers Party in 2020 
Alyson Kennedy for president 

Malcolm Jarrett for vice president
Regional candidates:

New York/New Jersey
Lea Sherman, US Senate, New Jersey
Willie Cotton, 9th CD, New York 
Seth Galinsky, 10th CD, New York
Abby Tilsner, 20th CD, Albany
Jacob Perasso, 21st CD, Albany
Candace Wagner, 8th CD, Union City, NJ

Mid-Atlantic Region
James Harris, delegate to Congress, D.C.
Osborne Hart, 3rd CD, Philadelphia
Ruth Robinett, 14th CD, Washington, PA
Dave Ferguson, 18th CD, Pittsburgh

The South
Rachele Fruit, US Senate, Georgia

Anthony Dutrow, 27th CD, Miami

Midwest
Naomi Craine, US Senate, Illinois
Maggie Trowe, US Senate, Kentucky
David Rosenfeld, US Senate, Minnesota
Samantha Hamlin, 3rd CD, Chicago
Samir Hazboun, 3rd CD, Louisville
Helen Meyers, 4th CD, St. Paul

Southwest and West Coast
Henry Dennison, Governor, Washington
Gerardo Sánchez, US Senate, Texas
Joel Britton, 13th CD, Oakland
Dennis Richter, 37th CD, Los Angeles
Deborah Liatos, 40th CD, Los Angeles

See directory on page 5 to contact party campaign office nearest you.

Join the Socialist Workers Party campaign in 2020!
Campaign for what you are for, not who you’re against!
q	 I want to endorse the Socialist Workers Party ticket of Alyson 

Kennedy for president and Malcolm Jarrett for vice president. 
q	 Here is my contribution of $___________ to help spread the word.  

(Make checks to Socialist Workers National Campaign)

q	 I would like a 12-week subscription to the Militant, the campaign 
newspaper. ($5 enclosed, checks payable to the Militant.)

Socialist Workers Party 2020 Campaign, 306 W. 37th St., 13th Floor, NY, NY 10018.  
Tel: 347-871-0282 f Email: socialistworkers2020@gmail.com

Socialist Workers Party 2020 campaign platform
This is the SWP’s fighting campaign 

platform to confront the economic, so-
cial and moral crisis caused by capi-
talism:

UNIONS/FOR A LABOR PARTY Sup-
port workers’ struggles to organize to 
defend themselves, to use union power 
on behalf of ourselves and all working 
people. Workers need their own party, 
a labor party. One union for all drivers 
— taxi, Uber, Lyft, other app-based and 
car service drivers! Support farmwork-
ers in their fight to organize unions and 
for safe working conditions.

AMNESTY FOR ALL UNDOCUMENT-
ED IMMIGRANTS in the US, a life-and-
death question for the unions to unite 
workers and cut across divisions the 
bosses use to drive down wages. For ac-
cess to driver’s licenses for all.

JOBS Fight for a federal govern-
ment-financed public works program 
to put millions to work at union-scale 
wages building roads, bridges, hospi-
tals, child care centers, mass transpor-
tation and quality affordable housing 
workers need. Set the minimum wage 
to allow workers to have a home and 
support a family.

OPPOSE WASHINGTON’S WARS US 
hands off Iran, Venezuela and Cuba. 
US troops out of Afghanistan, Korea, 
the Middle East. End US colonial rule 

in Puerto Rico.
CUBA’S REVOLUTION — AN EXAM-

PLE End the US rulers’ economic war 
against Cuba; US out of Guantánamo. 
The Cuban Revolution in 1959 showed 
it is possible for workers and farmers 
to transform themselves in struggle, to 
take political power and uproot capi-
talist exploitation.

HEALTH CARE FOR ALL Fight for 
universal, government-guaranteed 
cradle-to-grave health care, and re-
tirement income for all.

ABORTION Defend women’s right to 
unrestricted access to family planning 
services, including the right to safe, se-
cure abortions.

ISRAEL & PALESTINE For the rec-
ognition of Israel and of a contiguous 
Palestinian state. For the right of Jews 
to return to Israel as a refuge in the 
face of capitalist crisis, Jew-hatred and 
murderous violence.

WORKERS CONTROL OVER PRO-
DUCTION & SAFETY Capitalism’s 
profit drive is the despoiler of nature 
and cause of unsafe working condi-
tions. Workers and our unions must 
fight for workers control over produc-
tion and safety in the factories, mines, 
railroads and all energy monopolies to 
protect those on the job and in nearby 
communities, and to control emissions 
of CO2 and other greenhouse gases to 
prevent the poisoning of the air, water 
and soil. Workers control over produc-
tion to prevent disasters like the Boe-
ing 737 MAX.

“JUSTICE” SYSTEM Fight against po-
lice brutality, racist discrimination and 
the entire capitalist injustice system 

with its frame-ups, “plea bargains,” 
onerous bail and outrageous prison 
sentences, all of which disproportion-
ately hit workers who are Black. For 
the right to vote for ex-prisoners and 
all workers behind bars.

POLITICAL RIGHTS Defend demo-
cratic rights — the right to vote, to free 
speech and assembly and to bear arms, 
under attack from Democrats and Re-
publicans alike. Stop FBI and other 
government spying, harassment and 
disruption.

PRISONER RIGHTS End solitary con-
finement. End suppression of the Mili-
tant, books and newspapers by prison 
authorities. Abolish the death penalty, 
an anti-working-class weapon in the 
hands of the rulers.

FARMERS — WORKERS ALLIES ON 
THE LAND To put a halt to farm fore-
closures, bankruptcies and skyrocket-
ing rural debt, we demand nationaliza-
tion of the land. This puts the soil at 
the service of the farmers who till it, 
as opposed to control by the banks and 
landlords. We demand the government 
guarantee farmers their costs of produc-
tion, including their living expenses.

Working people must organize and 
act independent of the ruling capital-
ists and break from their political par-
ties — the Democrats and Republicans. 
For a labor party and a movement 
of millions to fight for these demands 
along a course to replace the rule of 
the exploitative capitalist class with a 
workers and farmers government.

Join the Socialist Workers Party 
campaign!

party in the next election.
“The 2016 election showed that the 

capitalist rulers can’t depend on this 
anymore,” she said. “More workers 
said, ‘He’s worse, she’s worse,’ and 
that has the capitalist class worried. 

“More and more workers sense the 
dead-end of lesser evil politics,” Ken-
nedy told the Militant in an interview 
a couple days later. “But it’s not im-
mediately apparent to them what the 
alternative is. What workers need in 
the political arena will grow out of 
our experiences fighting to defend our 
wages and working conditions, for 
our social and political rights, against 
the capitalist rulers’ wars abroad.

“Through these battles we’ll trans-
form and rebuild our unions, and 
transform ourselves, deepening our 
self-confidence and class conscious-
ness,” she said. “We’ll learn the 
burning necessity of constructing 
our own political party, with a pro-
gram to take power out of the hands 
of the capitalist exploiters.

“A labor party can unite and mobi-
lize all those who are exploited and 
oppressed by capital, the vast major-
ity,” she said.

“We don’t have a dog in the race 
for which Democrat or Republican 
gets elected in 2020,” Kennedy told 
the rally. “Join with the SWP cam-
paign to fight for our own party, a 
labor party, to organize a class strug-
gle for power.”

Not a ‘vote-catching machine’
A labor party would need a pro-

gram that raises the same kinds of 
demands that the Socialist Workers 
Party is promoting in its 2020 cam-
paign platform.

“The SWP campaign program 
says our unions need to fight for 
workers to take control of produc-
tion,” she said. “That’s how workers 
can defend ourselves on the job at 
the same time as we learn how the 
working class is capable of organiz-
ing the economy itself, of replacing 
the bosses and their government, and 
of running society ourselves.

“Think what this would have meant 
if Boeing workers had conquered con-
trol of building and testing the Boeing 
737 MAX plane!” she said. 

“Workers control of production 
would enable us to deal with the 
questions of industrial pollution 
of the atmosphere that contributes 
greenhouse gases and other contami-

nation,” Kennedy pointed out. “It is 
only the working class that is capable 
— and has the class interests — to 
defend our land, air and waters. The 
defense of science and culture, of ev-
erything important to humanity, falls 
to the working class.

“All of that would point in the di-
rection of working people forming 
their own labor party, fighting to put 
a workers and farmers government in 
power,” Kennedy said.

Open door to Israel-Palestine talks
During the discussion at the forum, 

Kennedy was asked what the cam-
paign’s view is of the Trump admin-
istration’s recently announced Middle 
East peace proposal. 

She encouraged participants to read 
the December 2017 Socialist Workers 
Party statement, “For Recognition 
of a Palestinian State and of Israel.” 
(Available on themilitant.com.)

“This is a very important opening 
for working people in the Middle East 

and worldwide,” Kennedy said. “It 
should be grabbed by the Israeli and 
Arab governments and the leader-
ships of the Palestinian organizations 
to open serious negotiations.”

“These negotiations,” she said, 

“would have to recognize, as our 
statement points out, ‘the right of 
Jews everywhere to take refuge in Is-
rael in the face of the global rise of 
Jew-hatred and anti-Semitic violence, 

Continued on page 4

Militant/Susan LaMont

Malcolm Jarrett, right, SWP candidate for vice president, visits Reggie Jackson in Hogansville, 
Georgia, Oct. 1. Jackson got campaign book Tribunes of the People and the Trade Unions.



‘Workers need our own party, a labor party’

4            The Militant   February 24, 2020
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Either book plus 
Malcolm X, Black 
Liberation and the Road 
to Workers Power $25

Special 
Offer!

All three $30

Three books to be read as one . . .

. . . about building the only kind of party worthy of 
the name “revolutionary” in the imperialist epoch.

See  distributors page 5 or visit pathfinderpress.com

$12

$20

$15

The Turn to Industry 
and Tribunes of the 
People and the Trade 
Unions $20

Florida
Miami
Join in launching the Socialist Workers 
Party 2020 Campaign in Florida! Speak-
er: Anthony Dutrow, SWP candidate for 
U.S. Congress, 27th District. Fri., Feb. 21, 
7 p.m. Donation: $5. 1444 Biscayne Blvd., 
Suite 215. Tel.: (305) 929-8966. 

england
Manchester
Solidarity with Protests in india 
against anti-Muslim laws. Speaker: 
Anne Howie, Communist League. Sat., 
Feb. 22, 6 p.m. Donation: £2.50. Office 
329, 3rd floor, 3 Old Bank St., M2 7PE. 
Tel.: (0161) 312-8119. 

militant 
labor 
forums

democrats, republicans crisis
Continued from front page
Supporters of the Socialist Workers 
Party 2020 ticket for president and 
vice president, Alyson Kennedy and 
Malcolm Jarrett, find interest among 
workers in discussing an action pro-
gram to defend ourselves from the 
employers and the government that 
serves them. 

In contrast, the capitalist candidates 
— from President Donald Trump to 
Joe Biden, Pete Buttigieg and demo-
cratic socialist Bernie Sanders — of-
fer different ways to defend, regulate 
and manage the capitalist system. 

This broad discontent helped pro-
pel Trump to the presidency in 2016. 
He presented himself as an “outsider” 
who would end the carnage working 
people face and take on the “swamp” 
in Washington. Today Trump talks 
less about the carnage, laying claim 
to having reduced unemployment and 
creating “the Great American Come-
back” as he runs for reelection. 

His poll numbers are rising as he 
campaigns on a platform of “peace 
and prosperity,” especially after the 
utter failure of the Democrats’ im-
peachment crusade and the fiasco of 
their Iowa caucuses. He’s also making 
a pitch to win more support among 
African Americans. All this has 
deepened the Democrats’ trepidations 
and backbiting.

The upturn in employment has cre-
ated better conditions for workers to 
begin organizing to fight attacks by 
the bosses, as more workers sense if 
they lose one job they’ll be able to 
find another. But the bosses aren’t giv-
ing up on their efforts to drive down 
wages as they face competition from 
rivals at home and abroad. 

Democratic and Republican admin-
istrations alike have aided the bosses’ 
efforts to push the crisis of their sys-
tem onto our backs, and workers con-
tinue to feel the impact despite the 
upturn. Increasing numbers of young 
people are unable to afford their own 
homes or start families. Millions face 
rising costs of basic necessities as 
well as skyrocketing debt. Insecu-
rity about what the future will bring 
marks the lives of workers and farm-
ers across the country. 

These conditions — ones that 
brought Trump to the presidency — 

are also creating support for the nom-
ination of Bernie Sanders. 

Support for Sanders surged in Iowa 
and he edged out a victory in the New 
Hampshire primary, followed closely 
by centrist Buttigieg. And it’s becom-
ing clearer that the Democratic Party 
machine — that believes a Sanders 
campaign would mean a rout for the 
party’s candidates in November — 
are out to rig the nomination for one 
of their own, like former New York 
Mayor Mike Bloomberg. 

Joe Biden is rapidly tumbling as 
the front-runner, making a poor 
showing as the “beating-Trump-is-
everything” candidate that other 
Democrats can unite behind. He 
came in fourth in Iowa. 

War in the democratic Party
“In any other country Joe Biden 

and I would not be in the same party,” 
Sanders supporter Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez said Jan. 7, highlight-
ing the split among Democrats. Days 
later she assured party members that 
she was a “proud Democrat” but ad-
mitted she was withholding her dues 
to the party in protest at how it selects 
its candidates. 

Sanders runs on a platform of radi-
cal reform, railing against the wealthy 
and proposing to patch up capitalism. 
He touts plans to hike taxes to fund 
an expansion of government-backed 
Medicare health insurance. He says 
he would raise the federal minimum 
wage to $15 an hour, and praised Am-
azon CEO Jeff Bezos two years ago 
when Bezos set Amazon’s minimum 
wage at that meager level. 

He points workers away from rely-
ing on our own capacities to organize 
and struggle against the bosses and 
urges them to rely on him to “stand 
up to Wall Street,” and make things 

fairer. He encourages dependency on 
the state and its massive regulatory 
bureaucracy to do good things for 
working people if they’ll just put him 
in office. This is his plan, rather than 
a struggle by workers and our allies 
to replace the state with our own gov-
ernment — one that can lead millions 
to transform social relations and our-
selves in the process. 

His democratic socialist support-
ers at Jacobin magazine say he would 
emulate Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
enacting a raft of executive orders 
from the White House to do good, 
because there’s no way he could pass 
legislation to do so.

They point to how Roosevelt used 
anti-democratic orders to create the 
Office of Scientific Research and De-
velopment, as well as the key bodies 
to advance the U.S. rulers’ entry into 
the second imperialist world war — 
like the War Labor Board that tried to 

impose a wage freeze on workers. 
The Democrats have spent three 

years — since the day Trump was 
elected — trying to overturn the vote 
that put him in office so they wouldn’t 
have to face him again this November. 

attacks on workers’ rights
“We might have to impeach him 

again,” headlined a Washington Post 
column by George Conway Feb. 10, 
citing the president’s dismissal of Lt. 
Col. Alexander Vindman and Gordon 
Sondland, the U.S. ambassador to the 
European Union, from their jobs Feb. 
7, as is his right as chief executive. 
Both testified against the president 
during House impeachment hearings. 

In their drive to oust Trump and 
push out of politics the “deplorable” 
workers who refuse to vote the “right 
way,” the liberals target key political 
rights working people have won in 
struggle — like the right to vote at all.

as well as the unconditional right of 
the dispossessed Palestinian people to 
a contiguous, sovereign homeland on 
territory — including East Jerusalem 
— conquered and occupied by the Is-
raeli government during the 1967 war.”

There have been no negotiations 

for decades, she said, a result of anti-
working-class leaderships there.

“The Palestinian people deserve a 
leadership that takes the moral high 
ground,” she said. “The U.S. propos-
al as it stands would leave the Pales-
tinian state looking like a gerryman-
dered U.S. congressional district. 
But what could emerge from serious 
negotiations would have to recognize 
today’s realities. This could open 
the road to the fight for two viable 
states.”

Our starting point, as the SWP 
statement makes clear, Kennedy said, 
is “the class interests and solidarity 
of workers and toiling farmers across 
the Middle East — be they Palestin-
ian, Jewish, Arab, Kurdish, Turkish, 
Persian or otherwise, and whatever 
their religious or other beliefs — as 
well as working people in the United 
States and around the world.”

Participants at the meeting con-
tributed $450 for the national SWP 
campaign. 

Socialist Workers Party 
new campaign buttons

Available from  
SWP campaign offices  

listed on page 5

Alyson Kennedy 
for president 

Malcolm Jarrett 
for vice president

Top, U.S. Air Force photo/Roland Balik

Dissatisfaction among working people 
over declining wages, conditions, impact 
of rulers’ wars fuels crisis in Democratic 
and Republican parties. Above, remains 
of GI killed in Afghanistan arrive at Dover 
Air Force Base, Delaware, July 2, 2019. 
Inset, Remote Area Medical team visits 
Baltimore, Sept. 7, 2019, to provide health 
care for a fraction of the millions who are 
unable to afford health insurance.
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‘This is a fight for our future,’ Asarco strikers say
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on the picket line
Are you involved in a union organizing drive or strike? Brought soli-

darity to fellow workers on the picket line? Let us know! Send articles, 
photos and letters to themilitant@mac.com or through our website, or 
mail them to 306 W. 37th St., 13th floor, New York, NY 10018.

East Bay transit workers fight 
bosses’ takebacks, seek support 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Bus driv-
ers, mechanics and clerical workers 
employed by the AC Transit system 
in the East Bay held a midday rally 
outside the agency’s headquarters 
Feb. 5, seeking to win more support 
for their fight against the company’s 
takeback demands. 

Members of Amalgamated Transit 
Union Local 192 voted in September 
to authorize a strike across the sys-
tem, which runs from Richmond to 
Fremont. The last three-year contract 
expired in June 2019.  

The company wants to push through 
a rule saying if a worker takes off 
more than 30 days to recover from a 
debilitating injury or illness, they can 
be terminated. 

 Mechanic Pascal Jeandebien told 
the Militant that if the bosses’ demand 
was in place today, he would have been 
fired, since he just went through a sur-
gery that had him out for 60 days. The 
previous contract allowed workers to 
take up to a year. 

Driver Terry Johnson said he’s 
opposed to this rule change, which 
come on top of takebacks imposed in 
earlier contracts. “In 2015 they low-
ered the wages and pensions of the 
new hires,” Johnson said. The com-
pany is actively recruiting drivers at 
the lower pay scale. 

When asked if he had ever been on 
strike, Johnson replied, “No, but I’m 
ready.” 

Jacque Sharp has worked for AC 
Transit for 20 years. “An issue I have is 
that the shifts are sometimes 10 hours, 
without lunch,” she said. “You might 
have just seven to 15 minutes to turn 
around at the end of a run, dependent on 
the traffic, to eat and use the bathroom.” 

— Eric Simpson and Betsey Stone

French workers continue protest 
against Macron’s pension assault

PARIS — Sizable union-led pro-
tests have continued against French 
President Emmanuel Macron’s attack 
on workers’ pensions, despite the end 
of a six-week national rail strike Jan. 
29 called to oppose the assaults. The 

strike was joined by workers walking 
out in other industries. 

Over 120,000 workers took to the 
streets Feb. 6, part of a series of nation-
al protests aimed at forcing the govern-
ment to back down.

 After striking for three weeks, 
workers at the Corsica Linea ferryboat 
line based in Marseille returned to 
work Jan. 31 after reaching an agree-
ment with the bosses. 

“Our strike is in solidarity with the 
sailors at La Meridionale whose jobs 
are being threatened,” Corsica Linea 
sailor Jean-Pierre Ferraggioli told the 
Militant Jan. 27. “We are also against 
the retirement plan.” 

“We will be back for the next nation-
al demonstration,” against Macron’s 
pension cuts, he added.

Macron wants to raise the age work-
ers can retire from 62 to 64 and im-
pose a new system for calculating how 
much pension workers receive,  with 

many getting less. In an unsuccessful 
attempt to quell the unrest in January, 
the government temporarily suspend-
ed the rise in the retirement age from 
taking effect until 2027. 

Three waste incinerator plants here 
have been occupied by striking work-

ers since Jan. 23.
The National Assembly will debate 

Macron’s proposals Feb. 17. The Gen-
eral Confederation of Workers and other 
union federations have called for anoth-
er national day of protests on Feb. 20. 

— Nat London

Jean-Pierre Ferraggioli

Sailors march in Marseille, France, Jan. 29 as part of a national day of protest against gov-
ernment plans to raise retirement age from 62 to 64 and to cut back workers’ pensions.  

copper ore for the first time. Miners 
and rail workers picketed outside to 
protest the operation. No other train has 
gone into the mine since, said Cheely.  

Some 1,700 workers from seven 
unions have been on strike for over 
four months at the Mission and Silver 
Bell mines near Tucson; two other min-
ing complexes in Arizona; and Asar-
co’s refinery in Amarillo, Texas. The 
workers are fighting against a serious 
union-busting assault by the bosses, 
who refuse to negotiate. They insist on 
imposing steep concessions, including 
extending a decadelong wage freeze 
for most of the miners, tripling health 
care costs for workers and their fami-
lies, and restricting the unions’ right to 
protect workers on the job.  

Workers and others in the sur-
rounding communities see the stakes 
in the fight are high and are offering 
solidarity and aid.

“We have a lot of guys who’ll stop by 
the line for a couple of hours. Many go 
by on their way to and from work,” said 
Cheely, noting that a lot of the local’s 
members live near the Mission and Sil-

ver Bell mines. “It’s a lot of hands help-
ing out that gets a lot done.”

Asarco is owned by Grupo Mexico, 
one of the world’s largest mining con-
glomerates. Arizona is the center of 
copper mining in the U.S., with most of 
the world’s main copper bosses operat-
ing there, including Freeport-McMoRan 
and Grupo Mexico. As markets for cop-
per are growing, there are new mines 
in development by Excelsior, Rio Tinto 
and BHP Billiton.  

While the strikers have shut down the 
Amarillo refinery and Hayden smelter, 
the company continues some production 
at other complexes, using supervisors, 
nonunion contractors and some workers 
who have crossed the picket line.  

“This is a fight for our future, for 
our families,” Alex Terrazas, a striking 
miner at Mission Mine and president of 
United Steelworkers Local 937, says in 
a video posted on usw.org. “We’re the 
working class. We’re the people that 
matter. We keep this country going. 
We’re the backbone.” 

“David and Goliath. You know. We 
will win this,” adds Ruben Gonzales, 
Local 937 vice president. “What we got 

to do is expose this company to every-
body that’s out there so everybody can 
see what’s happening.” 

“I talked to my girls. It’s a sacrifice for 
all of us,” Teamsters Local 104 member 
Adrian Teran says in the video. “Christ-
mas came around and things are tough 
but we’re getting through it. I told them, 
‘Dad will never cross the line.’ I’m try-
ing to teach them that there’s honor and 
respect here just to fight for what our 
past brothers have fought for. Until it’s 
over I will not move on. I will not do 
anything until this contract is done.” 

Others have chipped in to help and 
express their support. “The business 
has been good but with the strike going 
on it has dropped about 50%,” Warren 
Chester, owner of Eddie Tire in Hayden, 
Arizona, said on YouTube Feb. 7. “I’ve 
supported the union all along because 
I’ve worked with them and everything 
and it’s a good thing. Especially a mine 
like this. You have to have the union. 
Whenever the scabs come, I have a list 
and I will not let them come in here. I’ll 
just tell them they’re not welcome.” The 
video shows his list of scabs’ names.   

Solidarity for the strike is crucial — 
and well deserved. The miners welcome 
supporters joining their picket lines, and 
to the dinners and movie nights they or-
ganize every week, as well as donations 
to their food pantry and strike fund. 

For strikers at the Ray Mine and 
Hayden smelter, send contributions and 
messages to USW Local 915, Strike 
Assistance, P.O. Box 550, Kearny, AZ 
85137. For strikers at the Mission and 
Silver Bell mines near Tucson, send 
contributions to the Pima Area Labor 
Federation Community Services via 
paypal.me/palfcommunityservice. 
Solidarity messages to the strike can 
be sent via palfchair@gmail.com. For 
strikers at the Amarillo refinery, send 
to USW Local 5613, 4230 Texas Hwy 
136, Amarillo, TX 79108.  
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Red Zone: Cuba and the Battle  
Against Ebola in West Africa

“Just as the Cuban combatants in 
Angola set an example that can 
never be erased, the heroic actions 
of Cuba’s army of white coats will 
occupy a place of honor.”

—Fidel Castro, October 2014
Special offer:  $14
Normal cover price $17
In English or Spanish 
See page 5 for distributor nearest 
you or visit:

pathfinderpress.com

in review

BY MAGGIE TROWE
During a winter when a new epi-

demic, the coronavirus, is spreading 
rapidly in China and beyond, when 
more traditional influenzas have killed 
some 20,000 people in the U.S. alone, 
and at a time when Washington is es-
calating its economic war against the 
Cuban Revolution, the Pathfinder Press 
publication of Red Zone: Cuba and the 
Battle Against Ebola in West Africa is a 
beacon of light.

The book — a gripping account by 
Enrique Ubieta Gómez about the Cu-
ban Revolution’s response to the 2014 
epidemic of the deadly Ebola virus in 
West Africa — is a powerful argument 
for socialist revolution and a close-up 
look at the human beings such a revo-
lution produces. It’s impossible not to 
compare the compassion and solidar-
ity of the policies of the Cuban gov-
ernment and the men and women who 
carry them out and with the devil-take-
the-hindmost profit-driven character of 
medical care in the U.S., where the care 
you need is a costly commodity. Much 
of the book is interviews with those Cu-
bans who volunteered to lead the fight 
against the disease.

Ubieta’s account also thoroughly dis-
proves Washington’s slander that Cuba’s 
international medical assistance pro-
gram engages in “exploitative and co-
ercive labor practices” toward its volun-
teer doctors, as Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo said last summer, or that Cuban 
doctors’ chief motivation in taking in-
ternational assignments is to get their 
hands on more money. 

When the World Health Organization 
declared the Ebola epidemic in West 
Africa a “Public Health Emergency” 
in August 2014 and the United Nations 
appealed for nations to join the fight to 
contain and reverse it, several govern-
ments responded with economic aid. 
The U.S. rulers sent 500 soldiers to build 
hospitals and other facilities. 

At that point Cuba was the only 
government to respond with medical 
personnel. 

12,000 volunteer to go
Cuba’s revolutionary leadership acted 

rapidly, calling for volunteers. Some 
12,000 doctors and nurses answered. 
Of these, 256 were selected and began 

specialized training. The first contingent 
left Cuba for Sierra Leone Sept. 19, oth-
ers followed in the next few weeks. 

Dr. Luis Escalona, an officer in Cuba’s 
Revolutionary Armed Forces, exempli-
fies the attitude of the medical volun-
teers. He called the head of the medical 
services department about the mission, 
who told him, “We’re looking for people 
willing to go to Africa and fight Ebola.”

“I replied, ‘Sign me up,’” Escalona 
recounts.

“He said, ‘You could die in Africa.’
“I repeated, ‘Sign me up.’” 
Ubieta quotes what Fidel Castro, the 

central leader of the Cuban Revolution, 
said about the volunteers, comparing the 
Cuban fight against Ebola to the coun-
try’s military volunteers who joined 
Angola’s battle against apartheid South 
Africa’s invasions decades earlier. 

“Just as no one has the slightest doubt 
that the hundreds of thousands of com-
batants who went to Angola and other 
African and Latin American countries 
gave humanity an example that can nev-
er be erased from human history,” Cas-
tro wrote, “it cannot be denied that the 
heroic actions of the army of white coats 
will occupy one of the highest places of 
honor in that history.” 

The Cubans methods were different
Cuban doctors and nurses told Ubieta 

how they overcame their fear with hu-
mor, comradeship and dedication to 
their work. How they comforted the 
dying as they fought for the survival of 
each and every person. How they treated 
their patients with respect and dignity. 
How they learned about and appreciated 
the distinctive culture of the people they 
treated.

The deaths of children touched them 
particularly deeply. “These were hard 
blows,” Ricardo Zamora Álvarez de 
la Campa, a nurse, said, “and what al-
ways came to mind were our own kids, 
who were nearly the same ages: four, 
five years old.” 

While the Cuban volunteers were put-
ting enormous effort into saving lives, 
they also were seeing up close the social 
and political conditions that allowed the 
Ebola epidemic to flare up in West Afri-
ca. Ubieta places the blame squarely on 
the capitalist system, whose exploitation 
holds much of Africa’s people in under-
development and poverty. 

Dr. Jorge Delgado, head of the Cu-
ban brigade in Sierra Leone, explains, 
“Ebola is a disease of poverty ... just as 

malaria is a disease of poverty, along 
with pneumonia, meningitis, and all 
other infectious diseases associated with 
malnutrition.” Delgado said that in a few 
days previous to his interview, 12 or 13 
children had been admitted to his clinic. 
“None tested positive for Ebola. What 
did they test positive for? Pneumonia, 
cerebral malaria, gastroenteritis, menin-
gitis, malnutrition with sepsis of various 
kinds — all associated with poverty.” 

“Capitalism engenders poverty, bio-
logical warfare, the profit drive, and 
ecological catastrophes,” Ubieta com-
ments. “In Liberia, the infant mortality 
rate is 56 per 1,000 live births (in Cuba 
it’s 4.2). Maternal mortality per 100,000 
live births is 990 (44 in Cuba). ... Yet 
Liberia has only 0.1 doctor per 10,000 
inhabitants. In Sierra Leone the figures 
are even starker.” 

Red Zone shows the sharp contrast 
between the approach of the Cuban rev-
olutionaries and that of the imperialist 
countries. “We can fight for the lives of 
patients,” Dr. Carlos Castro Baras said. 
“But an epidemic is defeated on the 
ground by actions taken with the people, 
cutting off contacts with those infected, 
tracking the chain of transmission, rais-
ing awareness among them.” 

Epidemiologist Osvaldo Miranda Gó-
mez described how they developed re-
lationships with the Ebola patients and 
won their confidence. “One afternoon 
there were about five or six patients gath-
ered together. They were happy because 
they knew they would be discharged the 
following day,” he said. “We had a cell 
phone playing music, and we started to 
joke around and sing, and they started 
dancing. It was nice, because some of 
them had come to the treatment center 
in serious condition.” 

Some of the patients became volun-
teers in the clinic, Dr. Miranda said. 
“It’s a very rewarding experience, be-
cause they’re the ones who help con-
vince new patients.” 

Red Zone also points to the future of 
the Cuban Revolution, which has sur-

vived for more than six decades in spite 
of a bipartisan political and economic 
war waged against it by 12 consecutive 
U.S. administrations.

Only two Cuban volunteers died 
during the mission, both of malaria, 
and only one, Dr. Félix Báez, contract-
ed Ebola. He was transferred in a coma 
to Switzerland. 

When it wasn’t clear whether Báez 
would survive, the Cuban press kept the 
population up to date on his condition 
and published a brief message from his 
son, Alejandro, that elicited an explosion 
of support across the island. As Báez re-
covered, Alejandro published another 
letter expressing gratitude for that sup-
port and taking on those who had ques-
tioned the mission. 

“Yes, my father got sick, but that 
doesn’t mean, as many say, that he 
shouldn’t have gone. I say it’s just the 
opposite,” Alejandro wrote. “My father 
was over there putting his life on the line 
because he felt it was his duty to help 
those who needed it the most. But I say: 
isn’t that what makes us human?” 

After his recovery, Báez insisted on 
returning to his post in Africa.

Cuba’s revolution is an example
Ubieta sees the spirit of Cuban volun-

teers in Africa and on other internation-
alist missions as an indicator of the con-
tinuing strength of the revolution. “The 
US blockade continues, and it punishes 
average Cubans. But whenever there is 
a call to action, thousands of volunteers 
step forward,” he said. “The hundreds of 
doctors and nurses who volunteered and 
those who went to West Africa are irre-
futable proof of a fact: among the people 
there are moral reserves — reserves that 
need to be summoned.” 

For class-conscious workers in the 
U.S. and other imperialist countries, 
reading Red Zone can inspire us to emu-
late the Cuban Revolution by building a 
mass working-class movement to take 
political power and transform ourselves 
in the process.

Cuba’s fight against Ebola in 
Africa is ‘a beacon of light’

Photos by Enrique Ubieta Gómez

Top: Cuban doctors and Guinean staff at shift change at the Coyah treatment center in 
Guinea, January 2015. “As they reported for duty, Cubans always made jokes,” writes 
Ubieta. “It lifted their spirits and those of patients and colleagues.” Below, three patients 
who recovered. Now immune, some former patients stayed on to work with the doctors.
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Cuba and the Coming 
American Revolution 

by Jack Barnes 

This is a book about 
the example set by 
the people of Cuba 
that revolution is 
not only necessary 
— it can be made. 
It’s about the class 
struggle in the U.S., 
where the potential 
of workers and 
farmers is today 

as utterly discounted by the ruling 
powers as were those of the Cuban 
toilers. And just as wrongly.     $10 

Also in Spanish, French, Farsi
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Havana book fair highlights solidarity between Cuba, Vietnam

Miami caravan hits US restrictions on Cuba travel
Continued from front page
ary Cuba, calls for the U.S. govern-
ment to normalize relations and de-
mands an end to the U.S. economic 
war against Cuba’s revolution. 

The attack on the group’s head-

quarters comes as the U.S. rulers have 
stepped up their slander campaign and 
other efforts to make the Cuban peo-
ple pay for support of their revolution. 
The new travel restrictions, which 
make it harder for Cuban Americans 
to visit relatives still in Cuba, are part 
of these attacks. 

Fifty cars kicked off the caravan 
festooned with Cuban flags and signs 
featuring the demands of the protest. 
They traveled over 15 miles on SW 
8th Street — known here as Calle 
Ocho — with horns honking. The 
protest attracted more participants as 
it snaked its way in disciplined forma-
tion through the neighborhood, dou-
bling in size. 

While Little Havana had been 
considered the turf of Cuban coun-
terrevolutionaries in Miami in the 
past, today it is overwhelmingly 
Cuban American workers who face 
the same kind of carnage as all other 
U.S. workers from the crisis of capi-
talism. 

When protest organizers arrived 
and began lining up the first groups 

of cars, a handful of rightists tried to 
disrupt the caravan. The Alianza’s 
marshals refused to be provoked and, 
when the police showed up, the right-
ists fled. 

Participants in the caravan included 
all ages, from youth to Juan Hidalgo, 
a veteran Alianza member who re-
counts how he fought alongside Fidel 
Castro in the Sierra Maestra moun-
tains during the Cuban Revolution 
when he was 16 years old. 

In a press release issued after the 
protest, Gómez thanked all those 
who helped make the caravan a step 
forward for the freedom to publically 
oppose the U.S. government restric-
tions on travel to Cuba. Eleven dif-
ferent groups had come together to 
build the action, including the An-
tonio Maceo Brigade, the Bolivarian 
Circle of Miami, Cuban American 
Defense League and the Socialist 
Workers Party. 

Anthony Dutrow is the Socialist Work-
ers Party candidate for U.S. Congress 
in the 27th District in Florida.

Sign up for the 2020 May Day Brigade to Cuba!
by janeT poST

The 15th May Day International 
Brigade of Voluntary Work and Soli-
darity with Cuba will bring working 
people and youth from around the 
world to Cuba April 26 to May 10. 
The brigade is sponsored by Cuba’s 
Institute for Friendship with the Peo-
ples (ICAP).  

It takes place as the U.S. rulers are 
carrying out a series of new moves 
against the Cuban Revolution, seek-
ing to isolate Cuba and punish the 
Cuban people. The brigade provides 
a unique opportunity for support-
ers of the revolution in the U.S. and 
elsewhere to meet and talk with Cu-
ban workers, farmers and youth, to 

become better armed to return home 
and counter Washington’s lies.

A number of the events are co-
sponsored by the Central Organiza-
tion of Cuban Workers (CTC), Cuba’s 
national labor union. 

Participants will be based at the 
Julio Antonio Mella camp in Cai-
mito, outside Havana. They will join 
in volunteer labor alongside Cuban 
farmers in the fields and meet leaders 
of Cuba’s women, youth and trade 
union organizations. Brigadistas will 
visit health care centers, factories, 
universities, farm cooperatives, mu-
seums and cultural venues in a num-
ber of cities to learn more about the 
revolution. 

A highlight of the brigade will be 
joining the million-strong May Day 
mobilization celebrating the 61st an-
niversary of the triumph of the revolu-
tion. It’s a mass outpouring of support 
for a living revolution and a powerful 
way to tell U.S. imperialism, “Hands 
off!” This year the international bri-
gade will help lead the march. 

The May Day mobilization will be 
followed by an international solidar-
ity conference in Havana.

Supporters of the Cuban Revolu-
tion in the U.S. are getting out the 
word about the brigade. In Louis-
ville, Kentucky, Walmart worker 
and Socialist Workers Party member 
Kaitlin Estill has been invited by 
Bishop Dennis Lyons of Gospel Mis-
sionary Church to speak about the 
brigade on his “Voice of Louisville” 
radio program.  

She met Lyons last year while cam-
paigning for the SWP gubernatorial 
candidates. “We reconnected this year 
when Bishop Lyons wrote a letter to 
Indiana prison authorities supporting 
prisoners’ right to receive the Militant 
after it and some other publications 
had been impounded,” said Estill.  

The brigade is also an opportunity 
to bring to Cubans the reality of the 
class struggle in the U.S. and politi-
cal activities participants have been 
part of. Last year 320 people from 
21 countries, including 65 from the 
U.S., joined the brigade. The Na-
tional Network on Cuba, a coalition 
of groups in solidarity with the Cu-
ban people, is organizing the U.S. 
delegation. 

Travel arrangements are being 
organized in accordance with U.S. 
guidelines by Marazul Tours travel 
agency. Total cost, not including air-
fare to Cuba, is $725. You can sign 
up through March 27, so get your 
application today. Get the forms and 
more information at www.nnoc.info 
or email iCanGoToCuba@nnoc.info. 
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Cubans browse books at Vietnamese pavilion at Havana Book Fair. Displays depict Cuba’s soli-
darity with Vietnam and its battle for independence and unification against Washington’s war. 

by RÓGeR CaLeRo
HAVANA — The history of soli-

darity between revolutionary Cuba 
and Vietnam in the struggle against 
imperialist domination is a major 
theme of this year’s Havana Interna-
tional Book Fair, which opened here 
Feb. 6. Vietnam is the country of 
honor at the 10-day festival of litera-
ture and culture.  

The book fair has featured book 
presentations, panel discussions and 
cultural performances highlighting 
Vietnam’s rich history and culture. 
The well-attended Vietnamese pavil-
ion exhibits books on topics from art 
and literature to the hard-fought lib-
eration war against Washington in the 
1960s and ’70s.

A large multipanel photo display 
there depicts the solidarity the Cu-
ban people and government gave the 
Vietnamese during their struggle for 
reunification against the U.S. rul-
ers’ brutal war and occupation of the 
South. The display begins in Decem-
ber 1960, when Cuba’s new revolu-
tionary government established dip-
lomatic relations with Hanoi.

The exhibit shows the 1963 found-
ing of the Cuban Committee in Soli-
darity with South Vietnam, headed by 
revolutionary leader Melba Hernán-
dez. Other photos show the crowds of 
Cubans who welcomed visits by Viet-
namese freedom fighters to Havana, 
and the equally warm response Cuban 
revolutionaries received in northern 
Vietnam during the war.  

The Vietnamese “spirit of strug-
gle was like the Cuban spirit,” said 
Nguyen Quang Thieu, vice president 
of the Union of Writers of Vietnam, 
at a panel on the 60th anniversary of 
Cuba-Vietnam relations. 

Thieu pointed to the key factors 
that led the Vietnamese to prevail 
over U.S. imperialism. “There were 
two sides to our victory — our rev-
olutionary determination and the 
growing unwillingness of U.S. sol-
diers and the U.S. public to carry on 
the war,” he said.

The panel included renowned Cuban 
revolutionary journalist Marta Rojas, 
who in 1965 was the first Latin Ameri-
can war correspondent to visit National 
Liberation Front combatants in areas 

of southern Vietnam freed from U.S. 
control. Also speaking was Nguyen 
Phuong Nga, president of the Vietnam-
Cuba Friendship Association.  

In another program, Antonio Guer-

rero, one of five Cuban revolutionaries 
who spent up to 16 years in U.S. pris-
ons, joined members of the Vietnam-
ese delegation and exchanged poetry 
in a presentation of Diario de prisión 
(Prison Diary), a book of poems by 
Ho Chi Minh, the central leader of the 
Vietnamese independence struggle.  

Several books available at the fair, 
either in Spanish or Vietnamese, in-
cluded the 19th century account of 
Vietnam’s anti-colonial fight against 
French rule that José Martí, Cuba’s na-
tional hero, wrote for Cuban children.  

In a presentation of his book Fidel: 
Un guerrillero antillano en el para-
lelo 17 (Fidel: A Caribbean guerrilla 
at the 17th Parallel), Cuban journalist 
José Ángel Llamo Camejo described 
Fidel Castro’s visit to Vietnam in Sep-
tember 1973. Castro crossed the 17th 
Parallel separating North and South 
Vietnam, becoming the first head of 
state to visit the liberated zones short-
ly after Washington had been forced 
to withdraw all its ground troops.  

The Vietnamese won full control 
of their unified country in April 
1975 — a victory against U.S. impe-
rialism that inspired working people 
worldwide.
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Coronavirus: Need for revolution in health care 
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Provincial bureaucrats in Wuhan, unwilling to 
take decisive action without clear directives from 
Beijing, allowed the viral outbreak to spread. 

Accepting Beijing’s initial reassurances that 
things were under control, officials of the World 
Health Organization waited a month before issuing 
an international health emergency alert Jan. 30. By 
then the virus had spread well beyond China. 

Ignoring the mounting human toll, the capitalist 
business press in the U.S. and elsewhere focused 
their attention on the threat to stock market prices 
and trading profits.

One of the first individuals in China to sound 
the alarm was Dr. Li Wenliang. He raised with col-
leagues online seeing a strange new pneumonia-
causing virus that required special precautions. Li 
was reprimanded by his hospital bosses and taken 
away by the police, who forced him and some oth-
ers to sign confessions and pledge to stop spreading 
“rumors.” But it was the disease that was spreading. 

When Li got the virus and died, it led to an ex-
plosion of anger and protests. Government censors 
were overwhelmed by online calls for freedom of 
speech and an end to state censorship. 

As the scope of the disease became clearer, the 
Chinese rulers undertook a rapid and dramatic shift. 
An unprecedented quarantine lockdown was im-
posed on Wuhan and the surrounding Hubei prov-
ince. The Lunar New Year holiday was extended 
and a large swathe of production and distribution in 
the world’s second largest economy was shut down. 

The shutdown of much of China’s economy 
threatens to cut into global economic growth. Chi-
nese tourism abroad has dried up and many Chi-
nese students have been blocked from returning to 
educational institutions overseas. Many govern-
ments worldwide also imposed quarantine steps, 
such as cutting all travel links to China. The rul-
ers in Russia and North Korea virtually shut down 
their borders with China. 

Fighting disease a social question
This progression has stirred outrage and debate 

in China and across the world about how to deal 
with such major public health crises. 

There is a shining example of what is possible — 
the volunteer “army of white coats,” in the words of 
Cuba’s communist leader, Fidel Castro, in October 
2014 — the doctors and nurses who, with courage 
and discipline, extended their professional experi-
ence and working-class solidarity to successfully 
help lead the battle that eradicated Ebola in West 
Africa by mid-2015. 

Because of the social conditions in Africa, a 
result of decades of oppressive colonial rule, that 
outbreak’s 28,652 cases resulted in some 11,325 
deaths. The death rate in China today is far less. 

This example of what human beings are capable of 
when science and culture are wielded by a revolution-
ary people in power is described in detail in Red Zone: 
Cuba and the Battle Against Ebola in West Africa. (A 
review of this book appears on page 6.) 

A majority of the viral infections outside China 
have been among the 3,700 crew and passengers on 
the Diamond Princess cruise ship, forced to sit off the 
Japanese port of Yokohama. New cases keep extend-
ing the time those in contact with these individuals 
are being kept aboard. Those infected with the virus 
are rushed to specialized hospitals on shore, while the 
rest have to sit on the boat and wait their turn. 

Another cruise ship — the Westerdam, with more 
than 2,000 aboard — is roaming the South China Sea 
with no government allowing it to dock, although 
there are no confirmed cases of the virus on board. 

Most of the deaths have been in Wuhan, a port 
hub of 11 million people on the Yangtze River, and 
in that region. The quarantine zone around Wuhan 
was extended to encircle up to 60 million people. 
The lockdown in major cities, towns and villages 
confined many in their homes. They get by with 
food delivered by messengers who carry notes 
showing they don’t have a temperature. 

Despite Beijing’s goal to become a technology 
superpower, there are less than two doctors for ev-
ery 1,000 people in China. In the imperialist U.S. 
there are 2.6 per 1,000, largely deployed in the big 
cities. In sharp contrast, there are nine doctors per 
1,000 in revolutionary Cuba, one of the highest ra-
tios in the world. 

Health system overwhelmed
“The hospital systems have been completely 

overwhelmed by the number of people who have 
been seeking care,” Gabriel Leung, dean of the 
medical school at the University of Hong Kong, 
told the Feb. 9 Financial Times, describing long 
lines and overcrowded emergency rooms in China. 

In a widely publicized move, the Chinese gov-
ernment deployed soldiers, using resources from 
its state-linked construction companies, to build 
two new hospitals with some 2,600 beds in a 
couple weeks in Wuhan. But this is far from suf-
ficient. “There are too many patients, far too many 
of them,” Wang Jing, a nurse at Wuhan Union Hos-
pital West Campus, one of the facilities designated 
for coronavirus patients, told the Times. “And the 
demand for beds far outstrips supply.” 

Concerned about the impact of the unprecedent-
ed shutdown of much of China’s already slow-
ing capitalist economy, the state bureaucracy has 
shifted gears again. President Xi Jinping has re-
appeared — after virtually dropping out of sight 
for weeks — to warn top officials to refrain from 
“more restrictive measures” and to get the factories 
working again. And he ordered the state media to 
focus on “economic recovery.” 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry appealed to foreign 
governments Feb. 11 to lift their travel restrictions, 
pleading this was needed for the health of the glob-
al economy (whatever it might mean to the health 
of the people). Worried about the combined health 
and economic crisis fueling domestic instability, 
the Chinese government now seeks to downplay the 
disease again and deflect blame from themselves by 
firing a range of provincial officials. 

Continued from front page

haven’t been answered, we will remain here,” Saj-
jad Muyed told Al Jazeera. Muyed, a college stu-
dent, has spent more than 120 days at the tent en-
campment in Tahrir Square in Baghdad. 

Since the start of October working people and youth 
have held demonstrations and organized sit-ins in the 
capital and cities across the south of the country. 

Demonstrators in Tahrir Square and other protest 
encampments are demanding more jobs, the provision 
of electricity and water, and a halt to government cor-
ruption. They want an end to government by parties 
that have held office since a political setup organized 
along sectarian religious lines was imposed after the 
2003 U.S.-led invasion. And they oppose the Iranian 
rulers’ extensive military and political interference in 
their country, as well as that by Washington. 

Iraqi security forces fired at crowds in the southern 
city of Nasiriyah Feb. 10, killing a demonstrator.

More than 600 Iraqis have been killed in less than 
five months of protests. 

Al-Sadr called Feb. 5 for his supporters to help 
security forces. Hours later at least eight protesters 
were killed in Najaf, when al-Sadr’s militia members 
stormed the protest site there, firing live ammunition 
and chasing down protesters trying to flee. People 
rushed to donate blood after hospitals appealed for 
help to the injured. 

“The Sadrists and SWAT forces accompanying 
other, unknown militia members opened fire at the 
protesters,” 25-year-old Alaa Mohammed Hussein 
told the Middle East Eye news outlet. Nearby Iraqi 
security forces “did nothing to prevent them killing 
peaceful demonstrators.” 

Following the assaults in Najaf and Karbala, people 
in the provinces of Nasiriyah, Muthanna and Wasit 
and the city of Basra poured into the streets in soli-
darity. “Najaf we will never forget you, Baghdad with 
you,” chanted demonstrators in Tahrir Square. 

On Feb. 7 al-Sadr’s forces took over and evicted 
demonstrators from the “Turkish Restaurant” tower 
overlooking Tahrir Square, tearing down portraits of 
martyred protesters displayed there. Several protesters 
were seized, “tortured and beaten” for hours, Osamah, 
a 26-year-old from Baghdad, told Rudaw. 

Al-Sadr initially backed anti-government protests 
in October, but turned on them after Mohammed Al-
lawi was appointed prime minister in early February. 
Al-Sadr has increased his collaboration with Tehran, 
after previously opposing the Iranian rulers’ interven-
tion in Iraq. He heads the largest coalition of parties in 
the Iraqi parliament.  

Following Allawi’s nomination as prime minister, 
thousands of students from different universities in 
Baghdad and in several cities in the southern prov-
inces marched to protest his appointment. 

“They are not listening to us, and want to impose 
someone from the political parties on us, which is un-
acceptable,” Muyed told Al Jazeera. 

Syrian gov’t intensifies Idlib attacks 
While the Iraqi government has failed to prevent 

actions aimed at bringing it down, political instability 
elsewhere in the Middle East continues to be fueled by 
conflicts between rival capitalist powers. 

In neighboring Syria, President Bashar al-Assad is 
escalating military assaults on opposition-held areas 
in Idlib province, including assaults on forces allied 
with the Turkish government. Thirteen Turkish sol-
diers have been killed in these attacks since Feb. 2, 
as Assad steps up efforts to retake control of the area, 
backed by Moscow and its forces stationed in Syria. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan threat-
ened to unleash airstrikes and ground attacks against 
Assad’s forces Feb. 12. He has sent some 5,000 Turk-
ish troops into Idlib in the past month. 

The Syrian government offensive is exacerbating 
the disastrous conditions working people face there, 
with 700,000 people fleeing their homes in the past 
two months, heading toward the Turkish border. 

The Socialist Workers Party campaign urges 
working people to speak out against the U.S. rul-
ers’ slander attacks on Cuba’s internationalist med-
ical missions and their over-60-year economic war 
against the Cuban people at home. 

Washington claims Cuba’s medical volunteers 
in Africa, Latin America and Asia are grossly ex-
ploited and that the Cuban government seeks to in-
terfere in other country’s affairs by “providing care 
in exchange for pledges of loyalty.” 

It is beyond the comprehension of the U.S. capi-
talist rulers that doctors would volunteer to provide 
health care in the most isolated regions of the world 
because they are motivated by proletarian interna-
tionalism and solidarity, not by cash.

The capitalists despise the Cuban Revolution and 
have stepped up their economic warfare against the 

people there, imposing more and more biting sanc-
tions and travel restrictions. 

This has an impact in Cuba. More electrical 
blackouts. Less paper and printing supplies, mean-
ing fewer books available at the Havana Interna-
tional Book Fair. More scarcity of basic goods. 
But U.S. imperialism has always underestimated 
Cuban working people. They’ve stood up to U.S. 
aggression for more than 60 years and they’re not 
about to give up now. 

Working people and youth have the opportunity 
to learn the truth about the Cuban Revolution with 
their own eyes by joining this year’s May Day In-
ternational Brigade to Cuba April 26 to May 10. 
And then return home better armed to answer the 
U.S. slander campaign and oppose the U.S. eco-
nomic war on Cuba. Sign up today!

‘Militant’ Prisoners’ Fund
The fund makes it possible to send prisoners reduced 
rate subscriptions. Send a check or money order pay-
able to the ‘Militant’ and earmarked “Prisoners’ Fund” 
to 306 W. 37th St., 13th Floor, New York, NY 10018. 
Or donate online at www.themilitant.com
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