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by seth galinsky
The million-strong international 

workers May Day parade in Havana 
and similar ones across Cuba did not 
take place this year, a decision made 
by the revolutionary government in 
the context of the worldwide coro-
navirus outbreak. But workers and 
farmers  are expressing their sup-
port and defense of the revolution in 
many ways. 

Working people and youth orga-
nized efforts to increase food and 
industrial production both on the job 
and through volunteer brigades. They 
helped out on millions of home health 
visits to stop the spread of corona-
virus, donated blood and held thou-
sands of May Day celebrations at their 
workplaces, on farms or in front of the 
apartment buildings where they live.

“There are days that are surpris-
ing,” Trabajadores, the newspaper of 
the Central Organization of Cuban 
Workers (CTC), wrote May 1. “There 
are workdays that are looked at with 
pride, because more labor was carried 
out than it was possible to imagine.” 

“The pandemic has had a serious 
impact on the world economy and 
Cuba is part of that economy,” said 
Federico Hernández, first secretary 
of the Communist Party in Granma 
province. “We have to organize our-
selves more and be more effective in 

BY BERNIE SENTER
FONTANA, Calif. — With horns 

blasting and big rig truck cabs plas-
tered with signs saying, “No to cheap 
freight,” “Enough is enough!” and 
“Stop abusive brokers,” 50 owner-
operators convoyed from here to Los 
Angeles May 1. They joined with 60 
other truckers coming from the Port 
of Los Angeles in a “slow roll” around 
downtown Los Angeles to focus at-
tention on the crisis they face. 

Similar protests by hundreds of 
truckers in Chicago, Washington, 
D.C., Houston, Miami and elsewhere 
took place the same day and earlier 
in the week. The truckers called the 
actions “Mayday” protests — an SOS 
call for changes in the industry.

“The rates I get for a load have 
been cut in half,” Rogelio Sanchez, 
who has been driving his own truck 
since 1995, told the Militant. Like the 
other owner-operators at the protest, 
Sanchez said he bids for work from 
freight brokers. 

“Since the beginning of the year 
there has been a lot less shipments 
from China. And it’s gotten worse 
since the COVID-19. I’m struggling. 
There’s a lot of truckers desperate 
for work right now. The brokers take 
advantage of us, they’re gouging us. 
They sell us loads for as cheap as pos-
sible.”

Carlos Orellana has been a trucker 

by Brian Williams
“The prison officials are targeting 

the Militant because of its political 
viewpoints,” wrote the paper’s attor-
ney, David Goldstein, in an appeal 
filed with the Florida Department of 
Corrections’ Literature Review Com-
mittee May 1. This is “in violation of 
the First Amendment rights of both 
subscribers and publishers.” 

The Militant received notice April 
17 that the Jefferson Correctional 
Institution in Monticello, Florida, 
impounded issue no. 13, claiming 
photos on pages 1, 5, 14 and 16 were 
“gang signs.”  

What “you perceive as ‘gang relat-
ed’ symbols are meant to be symbols 
of solidarity,” wrote Walmart workers 
Danielle Snyder and Dan Fein from 
the Chicago area April 29 to the Lit-
erature Review Committee, urging it 
to overturn the ban. “The U.S. Consti-
tution guarantees freedom of speech 
for all, and this includes prisoners” 

who “still have the right to read and 
possess different points of view.”  

What the pictures prison authorities 
cite to try to justify their ban actually 

Demand gov’t-funded public 
works program to create jobs

Workers’ protests take on 
impact of capitalist crisis

SocialiSt WorkerS 
Party Statement

by Roy Landersen
Hundreds of millions of working 

people are being thrown out of their 
jobs to face the dire consequences 
of government-mandated economic 
shutdowns — mounting depression 
conditions not seen for almost a cen-
tury.  These are the consequence not 
of a disease, but of the deepening cri-
sis of capitalist rule, whose priorities 
are profits for a handful of propertied 
families at the expense of workers 
and farmers. 

Over the last six weeks more than 
30 million workers in the U.S. have 
lost their jobs, and that’s just the gov-

Alyson Kennedy, the Socialist 
Workers Party 2020 candidate for 
president, issued the following state-
ment May 6. Malcolm Jarrett is the 
party’s vice presidential candidate.

Working people are finding ways to 
unite and fight the rulers’ assaults on 
our jobs, wages and working condi-
tions. Owner-operator truckers pro-
tested May 1 in Los Angeles, Chicago 

Continued on page 9

Militant/Bernie Senter

Driver Jose Gonzalez addresses fellow independent truckers in Fontana, California, during 
protest against brokers driving down their wages and anti-worker government regulations.

Continued on page 6 Continued on page 6

‘Militant’ extends drive for readers, to 
spread the word about workers’ struggles

From John Studer, editor of the Militant
The Militant is extending the paper’s drive to expand the number of 

working people getting subscriptions, reading books by Socialist Workers 
Party leaders and other revolutionists, and contributing to the Militant 
Fighting Fund two more weeks, through June 2.  

The reason isn’t because we are behind — in fact the drive is ahead of 
schedule. Taking advantage of the extra time to further expand the reach 
of the paper broadly to workers, farmers and youth in cities, small towns 
and rural areas can help make it a more effective voice for our struggles 
and for building solidarity. It will widen interest in the SWP’s program 
and party-building activities. 

Extending the drive will also be an opportunity for the Militant to give 
voice to SWP members and other workers’ mounting resistance to the 
bosses’ attacks that they and co-workers are part of in the retail stores, 
railroads and other places where they work. This is the starting point in 
meeting the growing attacks by the bosses and their government today. 
Each and every fight on the job around wages and working conditions is 
important and needs to be reported.

The Militant is a unique and indispensable tool for workers who want 
to fight the impact of today’s deepening capitalist crisis on their lives. 
Nowhere else can workers learn about each others’ struggles and find out 
more about how as a class we can chart a road forward. 

The paper’s supporters in areas across the country — and the Com-
munist Leagues in Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the U.K. — will 
want to discuss increasing their goals. 
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BY Róger calero
Washington is not letting up on its 

sanctions and other violations of Vene-
zuela’s sovereignty aimed at forcing the 
government of President Nicolás Mad-
uro from power. “The United States is 
not done,” and will continue to squeeze 
harder, Secretary of State Mike Pom-
peo said April 23.  

The U.S. rulers seek to capitalize on 
the economic and social crisis facing 
working people that has accelerated in 
Venezuela as a result of trade and finan-
cial sanctions, the impact of the COV-
ID-19 outbreak and a steep drop in the 
price of crude oil.  

Washington’s assaults in Venezuela 
are tied to its decadeslong war against the 
Cuban Revolution. Cuba has sent over 
20,000 medical and other volunteers to 
serve there, in return for vitally needed 
shipments of oil. These shipments have 
been a special target of the U.S. capital-
ist rulers. Washington claims the Cuban 
volunteers are really disguised military 
forces propping up Maduro.

The U.S. rulers’ measures are forcing 
foreign companies and banking institu-
tions to halt transactions with Venezuela 
in order to avoid U.S. retaliation. Cara-
cas has been able to bypass some U.S. 
sanctions with the help of the Russian 
government, and to a lesser extent from 
the Indian, Iranian, Turkish and Chi-
nese governments. Russian investment 
has helped stabilize Venezuela’s declin-
ing oil industry, and has been a lifeline 
exchanging gasoline and oil-processing 
chemicals for crude oil. However, state-
controlled Russian oil producer Rosneft 
suspended operations there March 28 
after being placed under U.S. sanctions.  

The country has faced shortages of 
gasoline in the last couple of years, since 
the U.S. government escalated financial 
sanctions against Venezuela’s nation-
alized oil company PDVSA. And the 
shortages have gotten worse since the 
recent moves by Washington. In addi-
tion to long lines workers face at gas sta-
tions, fuel shortages are forcing farmers 
to let crops rot in the fields since they 
have no way to get them to market.  

Workers pay price for crisis
It’s working people who pay the price 

for the U.S. sanctions, on top of regular 
power outages, scarcity of life-saving 
medicines and equipment, high food 
prices, and the dire situation of some 5 
million Venezuelans who left the coun-
try since 2015 trying to make a living in 
neighboring countries. 

The Venezuelan government an-
nounced March 23 a series of special 
measures in an attempt to lessen the 
impact of the social turmoil, which is 
aggravated by the coronavirus outbreak. 
These include suspension of residential 
and commercial rents for six months, 
cash bonuses, and allocation of funds 
to maintain government-subsidized 
food packages distributed to families in 
working-class neighborhoods.  

In the meantime, there were protests 
and looting incidents in several cities 
due to food and fuel scarcity, and lock-
down measures imposed by the govern-
ment in response to the disease.

In the last couple of years the Mad-
uro government has steadily reversed 
measures that late President Hugo 
Chávez, elected in 1998, had instituted 
as part of a strategy to “manage” the 

capitalist economy. Chávez and then 
Maduro referred to their approach as 
the Bolivarian Revolution or 21st cen-
tury socialism. These reforms were 
never intended to uproot capitalist re-
lations. Chávez said he had a different 
course than the Cuban Revolution. 

Greater and greater aspects of the 
government-owned oil industry are 
being placed in the hands of foreign 
joint ventures for exploration, pump-
ing and sales of Venezuelan crude. 
PDVSA threatens to unravel, from 
U.S. sanctions, years of mismanage-
ment and corruption.  

To increase the availability of food 
and as a concession to native capitalists, 
the Maduro government has been relax-
ing price controls. It had previously at-
tempted to keep prices on basic goods 
lower. But capitalist food monopolies 
and big landowners stopped or cut back 
on production they deemed unprofit-
able, or turned to selling their products 
at higher prices on the black market. 

The government also loosened restric-
tions on imports and exports, as well as 
currency exchange controls used to curb 
outflow of capital. Capitalist companies 
are increasing exports and store shelves 
are filling up again — at prices unaf-
fordable for most working people. 

According to Reuters, in the last year 
it found 120 new “dollar stores” in Cara-
cas alone — stores that deal in products 
from Costco and Sam’s Club at double 
or triple U.S. prices. 

In mid-March the International Mon-
etary Fund rejected a $5 billion loan re-
quest from the Venezuelan government 
to deal with the coronavirus pandemic, 
saying Maduro’s government lacks in-
ternational recognition. 

In clear violation of Venezuela’s sov-
ereignty, Washington took control of 
$11.6 billion of the country’s assets in 
the U.S., including Citgo, PDVSA’s sub-
sidiary there. 

With bipartisan support the Trump 
administration has backed the pro-
imperialist opposition leader Juan 
Guaidó, who proclaimed himself pres-
ident in January 2019. 

Guaidó’s attempt to provoke a 
military coup last year and mobilize 
popular actions to topple the Maduro 
government have fallen flat. Many 
distrust the pro-imperialist opposi-
tion, whose leaders can’t hide their 
contempt for working people. 

The Cuban government has made it 
clear that it will not end its 20-year col-
laboration with the Venezuelan govern-
ment and people and that it defends the 
right of the Venezuelan people to make 
their own decisions. It proudly defends 
the contributions of its civilian contin-
gent of doctors and nurses — the “army 
of white coats” — who work with the 
Venezuelan health system in poor bar-
rios and rural areas. These Cuban medi-
cal personnel have been at the forefront 
of the fight against the COVID-19 epi-
demic in Venezuela. 

Sputnik/Marco Terrugi

Cuban doctors in April visit working people in their homes in Petare neighborhood in Caracas, 
Venezuela’s capital, examining them for symptoms of COVID-19. Washington’s hatred for the 
Maduro government in Venezuela is tied to its political and economic relations with Cuba. 
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NY Mayor de Blasio scapegoats 
Jews for spreading coronavirus

by emma johnson
NEW YORK — Mayor Bill de Bla-

sio singled out “the Jewish commu-
nity” for not practicing social distanc-
ing, claiming they endangered others’ 
lives. He followed up his smears by 
ordering the New York Police De-
partment to step up patrols in Jewish 
neighborhoods in Brooklyn, home to 
Hasidic communities, to physically 
break up funerals and religious ser-
vices and arrest those involved. 

De Blasio’s comments came af-
ter more than 2,000 Orthodox Jews 
gathered in the Williamsburg area of 
Brooklyn to take part in the funeral 
for a prominent rabbi April 28. The 
mayor has since admitted that his of-
fice and the NYPD took part in plan-
ning the event in advance. 

Under an agreement with the city, 
Orthodox synagogue leaders had or-
ganized for the family to gather at 
the synagogue while others gathered 
nearby to listen to the service over 
loudspeakers. As the funeral neared, 
cops breached the agreement and told 
the crowd no loudspeakers would be 
permitted, so people moved in toward 
the synagogue to hear the ceremony. 

“When I heard I went there myself 
to ensure the crowd was dispersed,” 
de Blasio boasted. Video footage 
shows cops moving in and police si-
rens blasting, as cops broke up the 
peaceful gathering.  

“My message to the Jewish commu-
nity, and all communities, is this sim-
ple: the time for warnings has passed,” 
de Blasio threatened. “I have instruct-

ed the NYPD to proceed immediately 
to summons or even arrest those who 
gather in large groups.” 

Earlier that day thousands in the 
city’s parks watched a flyover by mili-
tary Thunderbirds and Blue Angels 
aircraft. Pictures in the press show 
many attending the event without ob-
serving much social distancing or be-
ing forced to do so by authorities. 

Meets storm of criticism
De Blasio’s singling out New York’s 

1-million-plus “Jewish community” 
for spreading coronavirus met wide-
spread criticism for encouraging anti-
Semitism among those who scapegoat 
Jews for today’s social crisis. 

“This type of horrible stereotyping 
is dangerous and completely unac-
ceptable at any time,” Ronald Lauder, 
president of the World Jewish Con-
gress, said in an April 29 statement. 
The group said it would formally 
censure de Blasio for his remarks that 

“painted the Jewish community as 
lawbreakers and unconcerned about 
the city’s public health.” 

Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO of the 
Anti-Defamation League, said de Bla-
sio’s comments were “outrageous.”  

Others, like New York Times writer 
Bari Weiss, claimed de Blasio was 
right to be angered by those attending 
the funeral, but criticized his com-
ments for sending “an inadvertent 
message to anti-Semites that Jews 
were to blame.” 

De Blasio hasn’t backed off. On 
April 29 he said his blaming of Jews 
was merely “love, but it was tough 
love.” 

The following day he ordered cops 
to break up another Jewish funeral 
service in Brooklyn. They also raided 
two Brooklyn synagogues, driving 
worshippers out and issuing sum-
monses. Cop cars from the Strategic 
Response Group, a rapid-deployment 
force used for civil unrest and crowd 
control, lined the main streets of Wil-
liamsburg’s Hasidic areas. 

Since the pandemic began, New 
York cops have repeatedly broken up 
prayers and family gatherings in Jew-
ish neighborhoods. 

De Blasio’s “words and actions 
must be denounced for what they are: 

anti-Semitism,” said Seth Galinsky, 
Socialist Workers Party candidate 
for U.S. Congress in New York’s 
10th District, in a May 5 statement. 
Anti-Semitism, the socialist candi-
date explained, “invents a mythical 
scapegoat — the ‘evil Jewish capi-
talists’ — to take eyes off the real 
enemy: the capitalist system and its 
dog-eat-dog morality.” 

Working people must condemn 
Jew-hatred “in all its ugly manifes-
tations,” Galinsky urged. “Without 
this we will not be able to unite to 
defend our interests along the road to 
taking power out of the hands of the 
capitalist class.” 

The targeting of Hasidic and Or-
thodox Jews for allegedly spreading a 
deadly virus comes in the midst of ris-
ing numbers of Jew-hating attacks in 
Brooklyn, the New York-New Jersey 
region and elsewhere. 

In December three people were shot 
dead in an assault that targeted Jews 
shopping at the New Jersey Kosher 
Supermarket in Jersey City. Later in 
December a man broke into a rabbi’s 
home in Monsey, Rockland County, 
25 miles north of New York City, 
where he used a machete to stab five 
Hasidic Jews. Anti-Semitic attacks 
here reached record numbers in 2019. 

NY cops turned loose on political rallies, people ‘gathering’
by brian williams

NEW YORK — Implementing or-
ders from Mayor Bill de Blasio that 
demonstrations not take place now, doz-
ens of cops moved to break up a gather-
ing of about 12 people May 3 protesting 
the partnership between Mount Sinai 
hospital, the city and the anti-gay evan-
gelical group Samaritan’s Purse. 

The small rally and press conference 
called by Reclaim Pride Coalition was 
held outside the hospital’s Beth Israel 
Medical Center in Lower Manhattan. 

“About 50 police officers arrived at 
First Avenue and East 16th Street with 
lights and sirens to discourage the pro-
testors from massing across from the 
hospital,” am New York reported on its 
front page. “Most of the protestors, how-
ever, were scattered with more than 20 
feet of distance.” The cops also threat-
ened journalists covering the event. 

Officers issued citations to some peo-
ple attending the event, claiming they 
were in violation of state and city bans on 
organized gatherings put in place during 
the “coronavirus crisis.” Protester Ann 
Northrop was summoned for standing 
in the First Avenue service lane, away 
from Reclaim Pride Coalition’s podium. 
“What happened to free speech in this 
country?” she said to the media. 

Samaritan’s Purse, based in Boone, 
North Carolina, was founded by fun-
damentalist preacher Franklin Gra-
ham, a son of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham. In a deal with the Mount Sinai 
Health System, approved by the city, 
the organization coordinated a 68-bed 
field hospital set up in Central Park to 
deal with COVID-19 cases from the 
hospital. With just eight patients left in 
their tents, the group plans to wrap up 
its operations soon. 

Since its appearance in New York in 
March, the group has attracted quite a 
bit of controversy. It urges its volunteers 
to sign a “Statement of Faith” that de-
nounces gay marriage and says anyone 
who doesn’t practice their version of 
Christianity — and that means Jews, 
Muslims and more — will be consigned 
“to everlasting punishment in hell.” The 
Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine 
backed out of an agreement to allow the 
group to operate an overflow facility in-
side the church. 

But Mayor de Blasio and the New 
York Police Department are on their 
own holy warpath, saying they’re go-
ing to use naked police power to enforce 
“social distancing,” and have declared 
the right to protest — whether against 
attacks on gay rights or any other politi-

cal issue — as illegal. 
“We’re not doing rallies at this point,” 

the mayor said at a May 1 news confer-
ence. He emphasized that the cops will 
enforce this. Such actions “spread the 
disease and help to kill people. It’s unac-
ceptable.” 

NYPD bosses say they are organiz-
ing to unleash an army of 1,000 cops 
this weekend determined to keep people 
apart at parks, beaches and playgrounds. 

They proved what they mean May 3 
when plainclothes cops moved to grab 
a couple they had ordered to step apart 
and then went after bystander Donni 
Wright. Another bystander caught the 
whole thing on video. 

The cop pulls out his Taser, calling 
Wright a “n----r” and telling him to 
“move the f--k back right now.” Then 
he attacks Wright, punching him repeat-
edly in the head and torso and pinning 
the guy down by putting his knee on 
Wright’s head. Wright, who works for 
the New York City Housing Authority, 
offered no resistance and was arrested. 

After the video got out, there was an 
outcry and the attack is now under re-
view. But it’s clear the cops have been 
unleashed. “There’s going to be a crack-
down everywhere if we see gatherings,” 
de Blasio told the media.

Todd Maisel 

New York Mayor Bill de Blasio personally supervised cops breaking up Hasidic funeral service 
in Brooklyn April 28, saying stepped up policing was “message to the Jewish community.”

The Jewish Question
A Marxist Interpretation

by Abram Leon
“Capitalism bars 
the road of the 
past as well as 
the highway to 
the future. Only 
the destruction 
of capitalism will 
make it possible 
for humanity 
to benefit from 
the immense 
achievements 
of the industrial 
era.”

Pathfinderpress.com

$15

Contributions grow to SWP ‘stimulus’ payout appeal
The special Socialist Workers Party appeal for donations from the one-

time federal government “stimulus” payments now counts 41 contribu-
tors from around the U.S. The total stands at $45,220, and is growing!

The appeal for contributions toward the long-term work of the party was 
announced two and a half weeks ago in response to a number of requests 
from recipients asking how they should make out their check to the SWP.

“With great pleasure we send our contribution to help build the special 
fund,” writes Ruth Nebbia. Similar notes accompany many of the con-
tributions. “We know the funds will be put to good use,” Vivian Sahner, 
a Walmart worker, wrote. “I’m happy to send this for the SWP’s work.”  

Contributors have turned the appeal into an extraordinary reinforcement of 
the party’s ability to respond, now and going forward, to the unfolding deep-
going economic and social crisis of capitalism. And to advance working-class 
struggle to end the exploitation of capital and build a new world.

To help augment the special appeal, send a check made out to the 
Socialist Workers Party to 306 W. 37th Street, 13th Floor, New York, NY 
10018. On the memo line write “Special Fund.”

— Emma Johnson
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Unfolding capitalist crisis 
fuels interest in ‘Militant’

Continued on page 5

Country
Sub 

quota
Subs 
sold

Books 
quota

Books 
sold

Fund 
quota  Received

UNITED STATES
Albany 45 23 45 18 $5,600 $1,660
Atlanta 45 30 45 18 $9,750 $6,815
Chicago *       80 67 60 30 $11,400 $7,065

Dallas 20 17 20 14 $2,500 $1,447
Lincoln 10 4 10 8 $250 $100
Los Angeles 60 46 60 26 $10,800 $5,277
Louisville 40 20 40 25 $3,200 $2,000
Miami 20 8 20 5 $3,500 $2,429
New Jersey 35 34 40 18 $3,500 $3,176
New York 50 38 50 27 $13,500 $9,886
Oakland 50 40 65 32 $12,000 $6,941
Philadelphia 20 17 20 15 $3,000 $1,830
Pittsburgh * 25 20 20 8 $2,250 $1,450
Seattle 40 19 40 16 $10,000 $4,993
Twin Cities 20 19 20 12 $3,500 $2,165
Washington * 30 26 30 16 $5,500 $4,150
Other 1 $100
Total U.S. 590 429 585 288 $100,250 $61,484

Prisoners 25 18

UNITED KINGDOM
London 30 18 30 13 $3,000 $860
Manchester * 20 16 35 31 $1,380 $500
Total U.K. 50 34 65 44 $4,380 $1,360

Canada 50 24 65 21 $9,000 $5,953

New Zealand 10 5 10 9 $3,000 $2,850

Australia 15 8 15 8 $800 $800

Total 740 518 740 370 $117,430 $72,446
SHOULD BE 700 350 700 350 $115,000 $57,500
*Raised goal

April 4 - June 2 (week four)

Campaign to expand reach of 
‘Militant,’ books, fund  

Celebrate Cindy Jaquith’s 55 years 
building the communist movement

by seth galinsky
Over the past week SWP members 

have continued to increase the reach of 
the paper. The drive got a boost when 
Alyson Kennedy, SWP candidate for 
president, and Malcolm Jarrett, the par-
ty’s candidate for vice president, visited 
workers in several small towns in coal-
mining regions in West Virginia. 

“There are no jobs out here,” laid-
off oil field worker Jonathan Johnson 
told them. Johnson said he worried 
that the government’s decision to print 
money in the midst of the shutdown of 
many factories and businesses “will 
deflate our currency.”

Their mounting debts could spark 
a dangerous bout of inflation, Ken-
nedy explained, that will fall hardest 
on workers and farmers. The party’s 
campaign platform urges support for 
workers’ struggles to defend them-
selves and use union power, including 
to fight the bosses for higher wages to 
counter a rise in prices.

“They pay this stimulus money to 
pacify us,” Kennedy explained. Then 
they will demand “working people sac-
rifice. They will want us to take wage 
cuts, accept speedup.”

The SWP calls for workers control 
of production and for opening the 
books of the companies so workers 
can see where the wealth we produce 
goes. Johnson was one of three work-
ers in West Virginia who subscribed 
to the Militant that day.

Truckers fight attack on livelihood
“The brokers abuse us,” truck driver 

Alfredo Bettis told Malcolm Jarrett 
at a truckers’ protest in Washington, 
D.C., May 3. “They used to take 10% 
or 20%, now they take 50% or 60%.” 

Jarrett and campaign supporters joined 
the action to back the drivers.  

Bettis, an independent owner-opera-
tor originally from Peru, came over to 
talk to Jarrett after a trucker who oppos-
es the Cuban Revolution started yelling, 
trying to convince other protesters to 
stay away from SWP campaigners. 

But that just served to pique Bettis’ 
interest. “What is this all about?” he 
asked Jarrett. 

The SWP candidate gave Bettis a 
copy of the campaign’s 2020 platform. 
“We are here in solidarity with the driv-
ers who are looking for a way forward 
in the midst of the deepening capitalist 
economic crisis,” Jarrett said. Bettis was 
interested and subscribed to the Militant.

As more workers realize they are 
going through a crisis like no one 
living today has experienced, SWP 
members find real interest in dis-
cussing what can be done and learn-
ing more about the working-class 
struggles reported in the pages of 
the Militant. Many nod in agreement 
when campaigners say the crisis is not 
caused by the virus, but by capitalism. 

Fund contributions pick up
Party members are winning contri-

butions to the Militant Fighting Fund. 
Many campaign teams report workers 
handing $5, $10 and $20 saying, “I like 
what you are doing.” The increase in 
donations is also reflected in the thou-
sands of dollars that have come in 
through online payments.  

Every contribution, of whatever 
amount, strengthens the ability to get 
the Militant into the hands of working 
people. So far over $72,000 has been 
raised towards the $115,000 goal.

Earlier last week Kennedy and Jarrett 
joined congressional can-
didate David Ferguson to 
speak with working people 
at a trailer park near Breeze-
wood, Pennsylvania.  

“Two of the workers we 
met told us they had voted 
for Donald Trump and said 
they thought we wouldn’t 
want to talk to them,” 
Kennedy told the Militant. 
“I told them of course we 
wanted to talk to them. 
Working people have to 
be able to discuss, debate, 
exchange views to be able 
to find a way forward, re-
gardless of who you voted 
for or if you didn’t vote or 
can’t vote.” 

Disabled worker Gary 
Bussard told Kennedy 
and Ferguson that he 
opposed the govern-
ment measures that have 
shut down much of the 
economy. “I’m against it, 
that’s our lifeblood,” Bus-
sard said. “I’m against 
the government telling 
people what to do, don’t 
work, stay in your home.” 

“Workers need to be at 
work,” Kennedy replied. 
“That’s the only way we 
can come together to learn 
how to fight the attacks of 
the bosses and their gov-
ernment.”

Bussard told them how 

his family lost their farm back in the 
’90s when their cows got sick. “We 
asked the Federal Housing Administra-
tion and Farm Credit to defer our pay-
ments, but they wouldn’t do it,” he said. 

“The wealthy capitalist farmers get 
government help, but that’s harder 

for working farmers,” Kennedy ex-
plained. “We demand an end to farm 
foreclosures.” 

“Oh my gosh. Why didn’t you come 
around 25 years ago,” Bussard replied.  

Lea Sherman, Socialist Workers 

by seth galinsky
Cindy Jaquith, a cadre and leader 

of the Socialist Workers Party for 
some 55 years, died unexpectedly in 
Miami May 2 of complications from 
an intestinal illness. 

Over the years, Jaquith shouldered a 
wide range of national and internation-
al leadership responsibilities in build-
ing the Socialist Workers Party and the 
world communist movement. 

Jaquith joined the Young Social-
ist Alliance in the mid-1960s while 
a student at Carleton College in 
Minnesota. Like thousands of other 
young people of her generation, she 
was inspired by the Cuban Revolu-
tion and the proletarian fight to over-
throw Jim Crow segregation. 

She was a member of and helped 
build the party’s trade union fractions 
in a number of cities, served stints as 
editor of the Militant and took major re-
sponsibility for the party’s work in the 
women’s liberation movement begin-
ning in the early 1970s. 

Jaquith first joined the Militant staff 
in 1972. As part of her responsibilities 
she frequently traveled to the Kentucky 
coalfields during the Brookside United 
Mine Workers organizing drive, a fight 
portrayed in the movie Harlan County 
USA. She participated in and reported 
on the historic march of 100,000 for the 
Equal Rights Amendment for women in 
Washington, D.C., on July 9, 1978. 

In January 1979, when workers and 
farmers in Iran took to the streets in 
their millions and a month later  brought 
down the hated U.S.-backed shah, Ja-
quith was assigned to cover the unfold-
ing revolution. Over the next year she 
traveled back and forth to Iran, collabo-
rating with fellow communists to get 
eyewitness coverage of this working-
class upsurge into the hands of working 
people around the world. 

She interviewed garment workers, 
soldiers and other working people at the 
forefront of making the revolution. She 
wrote about the mass mobilizations of 
women fighting for their liberation, and 
the organization of workers into factory 
committees to defend their interests. Ja-

quith covered the press conference that 
announced the formation of the Socialist 
Workers Party of Iran. Upon her return, 
she toured the U.S. giving public forums 
on the Iranian Revolution. 

The articles Jaquith wrote were in-
valuable for workers in the U.S. and 
around the world to understand the 
working-class course of the Iranian 
Revolution and its lasting impact today, 
despite the counterrevolution by reac-
tionary bourgeois clerical forces that 
prevented a workers and farmers gov-
ernment from coming to power.

From August 1985 to November 1987, 
Jaquith headed up the Managua Bureau 
of the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial, 
the paper’s Spanish-language sister pub-
lication. The bureau was established in 
August 1979, one month after the victo-
ry of the Sandinista Revolution. She re-
turned to direct the bureau in mid-1990 
until it closed in December that year. 

Over the last five years, Jaquith was 
a leader of the Miami branch of the 
party. She worked at Walmart and 
was the party’s candidate for mayor 
of Miami in 2017. 

The Militant will carry a fuller ac-
count of Jaquith’s political contribu-
tions in a future issue. Messages from 
those who knew and worked with 
Jaquith will be featured in the article 
and at an upcoming meeting to cel-
ebrate her life. Send messages to the-
militant@mac.com. 

Militant/Tony Lane

Malcolm Jarrett, right, SWP vice presidential candidate, talks with driver Alfredo Bettis, center, 
at truckers’ protest in Washington, D.C., May 3. Truckers across the country protested May 1. 
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Cindy Jaquith speaking in Miami, August 2016. 
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25, 50, and 75 years ago

May 22, 1995
The advances being made today in 

the fight for Irish self-determination 
give working people and defenders 
of democratic rights around the world 
cause to celebrate and get involved. 
Those who want to put an end to cen-
turies of Irish oppression and more 
than 70 years of outright partition of 
their nation have the initiative. “All 
my life I’ve been a second-class citi-
zen,” explained one 65-year-old work-
er demonstrating May 7 in Belfast. 
The door is open for more workers 
and youth to come into political ac-
tion, and a growing number are start-
ing to walk through it.

“There are more people taking 
to the streets today,” explained one 
participant in the Belfast rally. Work-
ers, young people, and supporters of 
democratic rights should join our sis-
ters and brothers in Ireland demand-
ing:  British troops out now! Free all 
Irish political prisoners! 

May 22, 1970
Just one week after the Kent State 

massacre, seven more young people are 
dead at the hands of the cops and na-
tional guardsmen, this time Black youth 
in Augusta, Ga. Six were killed when 
state troopers and guardsmen attacked 
residents of the Black community pro-
testing the killing of the seventh victim, 
a teen-age Black youth, in a local jail.

The official police version was that 
Charles Oatman, 16, died after two 
teen-age cellmates hit him with a belt 
and shoe and knocked him against the 
wall. The Black community, properly 
contemptuous of such a story, marched 
in angry protest. Governor Lester Mad-
dox, who announced that “they’d better 
be prepared to meet their maker,” un-
leashed the troopers and Guard.

This latest monstrous deed will 
certainly evoke massive protest. All 
opponents of racism, of war, of capi-
talist violence must organize and act 
to call a halt.

May 19, 1945
Pennsylvania’s 72,000 hard coal min-

ers, upholding the militant traditions of 
the United Mine Workers, continue to 
stand firm after two weeks of their strike 
to win a new contract and substantial 
wage gains. Their walkout began on 
May 1 with the expiration of their old 
contract, in conformity with their “no 
contract, no work” policy.

All government attempts to intimi-
date the miners and force them back into 
the pits have proven futile in the face of 
their fighting determination and solidar-
ity. For more than a week they have ig-
nored a government back-to-work order 
and the “seizure” of the struck mines.

The mine owners and their govern-
ment agents hope to use the weapon of 
hunger to whip miners back to work 
on the operators’ terms. The United 
Mine Workers Journal exposes the 
price-robbery and planned shortages, 
especially of meat, in the company-
owned mining towns. 

Continued from front page
show are workers with their fists in 
the air expressing their determination 
to fight for safety, unions and digni-
ty on the job. They include striking 
meatpackers at a Perdue chicken pro-
cessing plant in Kathleen, Georgia, 
and nurses protesting outside a medi-
cal facility in Richmond, Califor-
nia, in March. Another photo shows 
members of United Steelworkers Lo-
cal 8888 during their successful fight 
to organize a union at the Newport 
News, Virginia, shipyard in 1979. 

Authorities allege these photos are “a 
threat to the security, good order, or dis-
cipline of the correctional system or the 
safety of any person.” 

This impoundment “is arbitrary, ca-
pricious, discriminatory, unconstitu-
tional,” wrote Goldstein. “There is not 
the slightest hint of anything on the list-
ed pages (or elsewhere in the issue) that 
could rationally be construed as threat-
ening FDOC prison security.” 

Letters urging the Literature Re-
view Committee to overturn this 
outrageous ban have been sent by the 

National Lawyers Guild, American 
Civil Liberties Union of Florida and 
Amnesty International USA. 

The Reporters Committee for Free-
dom of the Press “strongly urges the Lit-
erature Review Committee to overturn 
the impoundment,” said the organiza-
tion’s May 4 letter. “It appears arbitrary 
and irrational. Prisons should not invoke 
facially legitimate but overly broad jus-
tifications — such as ‘safety and secu-
rity’ — to censor content.”  

From Piedmont, Quebec, professor 
David Lefrancois wrote, “Raising fists 
in the air is overly familiar as part of 
public, political, sportive, events. Like 
numerous defenders of political rights, 
subscribing or not to the Militant, I am 
sending this letter of support of the fight 
against censorship, calling on the Com-
mittee to overturn all the bans of the pa-
per in Florida prisons.”

This is the first issue of the paper 
Florida prison officials have barred in 
eight months. But from mid-2017 to Au-
gust 2019 they impounded almost three 
dozen issues, over one-third of all Mili-
tant issues printed over that time. Most 

of these were subsequently overturned.
The bans of the Militant over the two 

years “were at least 7-8 times as many 
as in the entire rest of the nation, state 
and federal prisons combined in the past 
decade,” wrote Goldstein.  

The Militant is mailed to subscrib-
ers in 87 federal and state prisons in 21 
states. It has 53 subscribers in 24 prisons 
in Florida. Banning an issue at one pris-
on removes the paper from all subscrib-
ers throughout the state. 

“A policy that bans the reporting or 
coverage of worker protests,” wrote 
Goldstein, “or otherwise offends the 
political sensibilities of a prison official, 
as is plainly the case here, cannot with-
stand constitutional scrutiny. 

“The Militant requests that the Litera-
ture Review Committee overturn this 
impoundment and direct that this issue 
be immediately distributed to all inmate 
subscribers in FDOC custody.” 

“Whether workers are protesting in 
the streets or are behind bars they have 
the same constitutional right to free-
dom of speech and the right to read 
and form their own opinions about 
political events around the world,” 
said Militant editor John Studer. “We 
are fighting to reverse this ban as 
we’ve done every time other issues 
have been barred over the years.”

Studer urged readers of the paper to 
keep getting statements from co-work-
ers, unions, churches and defenders of 
political rights calling for ending the 
impoundment. They should be sent to 
the Literature Review Committee, Attn: 
Dean Peterson, 501 South Calhoun St., 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-2500. Email: Al-
len.Peterson@fdc.myflorida.com. Send 
a copy to themilitant@mac.com.

Fight Florida prison  
ban on the ‘Militant’

Get out the word. Distribute 
copies of Militant articles on 
this fight.

Get statements of support for 
the Militant’s appeal from unions, 
churches and defenders of work-
ers rights and free speech. Send 
to: themilitant@mac.com.

Send a check to the Militant, 
306 W. 37th St., 13th floor, New 
York, NY 10018, earmarked 
“Prisoners Rights Fight.” 

Capitalist crisis fuels interest

Help show the Militant and 
books to co-workers, neighbors, 
friends and relatives. See page 8 
for a distributor near you. Or con-
tact themilitant@mac.com. 

Send contributions for the fund 
to the Militant, 306 W. 37th St., 
13th Floor, New York, NY 10018. 
Online at: www.themilitant.com

Party candidate for U.S. Senate, spoke 
to fellow workers at a New Jersey store. 
Railroad worker Eric Thompson told 
Sherman about the worsening condi-
tions working people face, including 
the closing of many hospitals in New 
York and New Jersey over the last 
couple decades. 

Thompson said that when one of 
his co-workers was having trouble, 
his shop steward said, “Don’t worry 
about him, just worry about yourself.” 
Thompson said that’s not right, “we 
have to help each other out.”

Sherman said, “Working people 
have to unite to stand up to the bosses, 
we need solidarity.” SWP members 
join fights with their co-workers to 
counter the bosses’ attacks. Thomp-
son looked at the book Tribunes of the 
People and the Trade Unions, which 
explains the need for fighting unions 
that defend the interests of all working 
people. He subscribed to the Militant 
and got the “three books to be read 
as one,” which includes Tribunes. (For 
these and other books on special dur-
ing the drive see ad on page 7.) 

‘Education’ fraud under capitalism
“Sometimes I don’t agree, or maybe 

don’t understand your ideas,” handy-
man Thomas O’Sullivan told Com-
munist League campaigner Ogmun-
dur Jonsson in Manchester, England. 
“But I thought it was important to 
know where you get them from.” He 
bought The Turn to Industry: Forg-
ing a Proletarian Party, renewed his 

Militant subscription and kicked in ₤4 
($5) for the Militant fund. 

Alex Langford-Taylor told CL 
member Hugo Wils she liked the CL’s 
call for a public works program. 

“The employers will use this crisis 
to make people redundant and make 
those who are left over cover the 
workload,” she said. “It happened to 
me once in a previous job.”  

Langford-Taylor got the book Are 
They Rich Because They’re Smart? 
Class, Privilege, and Learning Un-
der Capitalism by Socialist Workers 
Party National Secretary Jack Barnes.

“I’ve thought a lot about this ques-
tion,” she said. “Many of my friends 
with degrees can’t get jobs in the field 
they studied and now are trying to 
pay off massive student debt.”

“The book describes the fraud of 
‘education’ under capitalism,” Wils 
explained, “and why it’s a rational-

ization for capitalist exploitation.” 
It explains that in coming struggles 
workers will begin to transform our-
selves and our attitudes toward life, 

work and each other and how we’ll 
discover that the fight by the working 
class to take political power is both 
possible and necessary.  

Militant/Janice Lynn

Marcus Kufi, right, gets Militant and Red Zone book in Atlanta area Walmart parking lot.



elsewhere also marched on 
May Day, demanding am-
nesty to be able to work 
without fear of deportation.

Similar battles are un-
folding worldwide, from 
garment workers fighting 
for work and back pay in 
Bangladesh to Debenhams 
department store workers 
in Ireland demanding their 
jobs back. 

Attacks on political rights
The city government 

in New York is trying to 
push back workers’ politi-
cal rights, to make it harder 

for us to organize and fight. “We’re not 
doing rallies at this point,” New York 
Mayor Bill de Blasio told a May 1 press 
conference. He has unleashed thousands 
of cops to enforce this and other attacks 
on workers who seek to come together.  

Demonstrations against government 
clampdowns and harassment have tak-
en place in state capitals across the U.S., 
and from Beirut to Hong Kong. 

The bosses are pushing to get their 
factories, mines, mills, transportation 
and retail outlets going again, but the 
reality is the unprecedented free fall in 
global production and trade will mean 
a prolonged capitalist crisis looms, with 
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Independent truckers rally over attacks on pay, gov’t regulations
Hong Kong protest movement revives with May 1 rallies

Workers protests take on impact of capitalist crisis

Asarco strikers say ‘We’re still 
out here fighting for our rights’

for 12 years and got his own rig eight 
years ago. “I used to get over $1,400 
flat rate to take a load from Los Ange-
les to Phoenix,” he explained. “Now 
the brokers offer $700.” Out of that 
money comes truck payments, cargo 
and insurance, fuel, maintenance and 
other overhead expenses. That leaves 
drivers like Orellana little or nothing 
at the end.

Marvin Romero from Hesperia said, 
“Every time I have to go on the road I 
call a broker for a load. From Los Ange-
les to Houston they offer $1,900. That’s 
about $1 a mile. I would barely break 
even. We’re demanding a fair price. I 
love driving,” he said. “We just want re-
spect. We’re forced to bid against each 

Continued from front page

By Deborah Liatos
“We’re out here at shift change at 

Asarco’s Pima Mine Road Mission 
complex to show these guys that we’re 
still strong. We are still fighting for our 
rights, fighting for our better contracts 
and a better future,” Alex Terrazas, a 
striking copper miner at the Mission 
Mine in Sahuarita, Arizona, and presi-
dent of United Steelworkers Local 937, 
reported online. 

Almost two dozen cars held a 
drive-in picket across from the Mis-
sion Mine  April 26. 

Regular picket lines have been sus-
pended for the time being at the Mission 
Mine, as well as at Asarco’s Silver Bell 
Mine in Arizona and refinery in Ama-
rillo, Texas. Picket lines are going strong 
at the Ray Mine and Hayden complex 
in Arizona. Strike activities include 
a drive-in movie showing April 24 at 
USW Local 886 union hall in Kearny. 

Steelworkers, Teamsters and five oth-

er unions are facing off against Asarco 
bosses, who seek to bust the unions. 
Asarco is owned by Grupo Mexico, one 
of the largest copper barons worldwide. 
The bosses are determined to extend a 
decadelong wage freeze for most work-
ers, more than double health care costs, 
freeze pensions and restrict the unions’ 
right to protect workers on the job. 

Send solidarity messages and much 
needed donations to USW Local 915 
Strike Assistance, P.O. Box 550, Kear-
ny, AZ 85137; USW Local 5252 Strike 
Assistance, P.O. Box 896, Kearny, AZ 
85137; USW Local 5613, 4230 Texas 
Hwy 136, Amarillo, TX 79108; or via 
paypal.me/palfcommunityservice for 
Tucson-area strikers. Solidarity messag-
es can be sent to palfchair@gmail.com. 
Contribute to the food pantries at: USW 
915 and 886 hall, 107 Hammond Dr., 
Kearny; IBEW Local 570 hall, 750 S. 
Tucson Blvd., Tucson; USW Local 5613, 
4230 Texas Hwy 136, Amarillo, Texas. 

by john studer
Hundreds of workers and youth have 

moved to reorganize mass protests that 
have shaken Hong Kong for months, de-
manding greater freedom, action against 
the cops who have attacked demonstra-
tions, and a break from the iron grip of 
the Chinese rulers. They carried out a 
protest action at the New Town Plaza 
mall May 1, and smaller protests else-
where in the city. 

When the demonstrators gathered 
at the multitier mall and began sing-

ing the protest anthem 
“Glory to Hong Kong” 
and chanting “revolu-
tion,” they were at-
tacked by masked riot 
police using pepper 
spray. The authorities 
claimed the protest 
violated their “social 
distancing” laws. 

Additional cops were 
deployed at the mall 
entrance to prevent 
others from trying to 
join the action. As the 
police drove protesters 
back, they closed and 
roped off the atrium of 
the mall. 

“I think the govern-
ment is using the anti-
epidemic measures to 
suppress the people and 
the mass movement,” 
John Li told Agence 
France-Presse during a 
lunch-break protest ear-
lier in the week. 

The authorities 
banned larger demon-
strations planned for 
May Day called by the 
Hong Kong Confeder-
ation of Trade Unions. 
The rulers of Hong 
Kong do not permit 

any gathering larger than four. So the 
unions and protest organizations set 
up dozens of booths around the city to 
hand out literature about what is fac-
ing workers during the lockdown, to 
advance the demands of the protesters 
and to get out the word that they would 
be starting up again. 

Lee Cheuk-yan, secretary-general 
of the confederation and a supporter 
of the protests, was one of those dis-
tributing flyers in the popular Mong 
Kok shopping area, urging workers to 
build unions. 

“Many people now see unions as 
one of the future’s front lines in our 
fight,” he said.

Thousands more showed their sup-

port for the demonstrations by going 
to protester-friendly stores, restaurants 
and other venues that decorated their 
storefronts with protest messages. “You 
know, after being trapped for so long, 
it’s normal that you want to get out and 
spend money and to support the ‘yel-
low’ shops,” a 60-year-old medical 
worker who goes by the name Cat, but 
didn’t give her last name, told the Wall 
Street Journal. 

In recent weeks several of the cen-
tral leaders of the protest movement 
have been arrested. Chinese officials 
demand the Hong Kong government 
adopt a series of new laws to crimi-
nalize protests as sedition. 

More protests are planned.

Continued from front page
ernment’s “official” figures. In 
fact, the number is far greater 
if you were to add in tempo-
rary workers, “self-employed” 
workers, undocumented work-
ers and all those who work off 
the books. 

Under the variety of lock-
down orders imposed by gov-
ernments at all levels, these 
workers — and millions more 
who the capitalist rulers don’t 
consider “essential” — are con-
demned to hunker down in their 
homes, isolated, watching their 
bank accounts disappear. They 
are subjected to the capitalist 
media’s nonstop drive to terrify them 
about coronavirus. 

Workers need to have a job, to be at 
work, to be active in the working class, 
looking to organize and fight to defend 
our right to work, our wages and work-
ing conditions against the bosses’ ef-
forts to make us pay for their crisis. 

The bosses are looking to get produc-
tion going again, as their profits plum-
met and their competitive positions in 
world trade stand exposed. Overall or-
ders in the U.S. for durable goods fell 
14.7% in March alone, the second big-
gest collapse ever recorded. 

The employing class looks forward 

to increasing its exploitation of the 
working class, to outcompete its rivals 
on our backs. 

Many bosses combine plans to re-
open their factories with slashing 
more jobs to maximize profits. GE 
bosses announced May 4 they are 
eliminating some 13,000 workers in 
their aviation division and furlough-
ing thousands more. The Big Three 
auto companies — General Motors, 
Ford and Fiat Chrysler — say they 
will reopen production on May 18. 

Workers power comes from the fact 
that our labor power is what produces 
all wealth, including the lion’s share 

that the bosses expropriate. It is from 
struggles on the job that we learn how 
to unite and develop self-confidence 
and class-consciousness. 

There are growing protests by work-
ers seeking to push back against the at-
tacks by the bosses, their Democratic 
and Republican political parties and 
their government. Hundreds of inde-
pendent truckers organized “slow roll” 
protests in Los Angeles, Washington, 
D.C., and Chicago May 1, caught be-
tween the squeeze of brokers who are 
slashing their pay and a government 
that regulates them to death. Immi-
grant workers in Washington state and 

no way back to “normal.” 
The Wall Street Journal carried a 

May 4 article headlined “Global Facto-
ry Output Plunges, With Slow Rebound 
Projected.” Demand is way down, sup-
ply chains remain disrupted, borders 
closed and trade emasculated. 

The aviation industry is particularly 
hard hit. The headlines say it all: “Boe-
ing Will Cut 16,000 Jobs After Post-
ing a Massive Loss”; “Airline Shares 
Tank After Warren Buffett Reveals He 
Dumped Airline Stocks.”  

Central banks have flooded the cof-
fers of big business and imperialist 
banks with ever more stimuli, pushing 
their debt higher in an effort to finance 
the bosses out of the deflationary slump. 
These mountains of government debt, 
not seen since the second imperialist 
world war, threaten both financial and 
currency crises in the future. 

Working people in the U.S. and 
around the world, saddled with debt for 
their cars or student loans, homes, farms 
or small businesses, are already hit hard. 
Worse, they, like toilers living in coun-
tries across the underdeveloped world, 
will bear the brunt as inflationary pres-
sures erupt and interest rates climb. 

In a taste of things to come, the Ira-
nian government, after five decades of 
“chronic inflation,” announced plans to 
cut four zeros from the country’s cur-
rency, and give it a new name. 

Such conditions will breed more 
struggles, leading to solidarity among 
fellow working people, whether wage 
slaves or debt slaves, against the same 
class enemy, the billionaire exploiters. 

Layoffs are now spreading to public 
workers, as local, state and federal gov-
ernments look to cut expenses by cut-
ting services. 

Capitalist crisis hits all workers 
The economic crash is speeding up 

the unraveling of the European Union, 
as the capitalist masters in each coun-
try seek to look out for number one. 
The European Commission released its 
“spring forecast” May 6, predicting a 
collapse in economic output on the con-

other, fighting against each other.”
Birkeran Singh, originally from Pun-

jabi, India, has been a trucker for five 
years, since he was 19 years old. “I 
haven’t worked for over a month because 
the pay is no good. I can’t break even,” 
he said. “Some truckers are working 
negative, going in the hole after all their 
expenses just to be able to drive.”

Another common complaint is about 
the Electronic Logging Device. It is 
installed in each truck as a result of a 
federal mandate that regulates the hours 
each driver can operate the vehicle. 

“It’s made the situation go from 
bad to worse,” Victor Castro said. 
“The computer tells you what you 
can and can’t do. You’re forced to 
drive for a longer time because the 
computer is pushing you.” 

Sanchez said that “last week a convoy 
of 60 trucks was swarmed by the Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol.” Many got $200 
tickets for allegedly blocking traffic 
while trying to keep the caravan togeth-
er. Scores of Highway Patrol cars were 
stationed all along the route to and from 
Los Angeles May 1.

Supporters of the Socialist Workers 
Party joined the caravan with signs 
saying, “Guarantee truckers cost of 
operation, including living expens-
es” and “Build hospitals, housing, 
schools. For a massive public works 
program at union wages.”

The party’s participation was wel-
comed. Six truckers and family mem-
bers got subscriptions to the Militant. 
“This is good you’re covering what is 
happening around the world,” Cyn-
thia Gonzalez from Victorville said 
after she looked through the paper. 
She has been trucking together with 
her husband, Victor, for 12 years. 

“We need to know what is going on 
elsewhere,” she said. “The news doesn’t 
inform us of what is happening, it 

doesn’t know what the truckers and their 
families are going through. If not for the 
truckers, we wouldn’t have anything, 
no food, no toilet paper, everything we 
wear on our backs.”   

Josefina Otero contributed to this ar-
ticle.
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BY Arlene Rubinstein
 WASHINGTON — More than 70 

truckers protesting low freight rates 
and rapacious brokers’ fees have been 
parked on the Mall at the U.S. Capitol 
since May 1. They say they want to meet 
with President Donald Trump to discuss 
relief they desperately need.

“This crisis is pushing us together. 
We have to educate ourselves. De-
mands for more government regu-
lation of the industry won’t solve 
it,” owner-driver Mike Landis from 
Lititz, Pennsylvania, told the Mili-
tant May 2. Landis, who has 16 years 
trucking, is an organizer for U.S. 
Transportation Alliance, which fights 
for safety. “Better to decide that we 
are not going to haul freight for less 
than a certain rate per mile.” 

After 12 years as a union coal min-
er near Beckley, West Virginia, Adam 
Gentry became a trucker. “Here we are 
again,” he said. This was the second 
time Gentry faced depression condi-
tions because of a crisis in the indus-
try he works in. “What makes matters 
worse is the way we are treated. When 
we arrive with a load, we have to call 
on the phone and sit in our trucks. No 
bathrooms for us, no facilities.”

Detention — the name of the pun-
ishment many of us remember from 
high school — is the industry term to 
describe the time truckers have to sit 
and wait for a load. 

“We have to wait for two to three days 

to pick up a load. You can put in your 
detention time with the broker, but you 
don’t always get repaid,” Gentry said. 
“On top of that there’s lumper fees at 
the other end. The grocery warehouses 
are the worst, asking $500 to unload the 
truck. That’s like asking your mailman 
to pay you for delivering your mail.” 

“We have no choice but to be here,” 
Pavlo Udud, 25, said. He had come with 
13 other Ukrainian-American truckers 
from Cleveland to take part 
in his first protest.

“It took this crisis to get 
guys to come together,” 
Kris Young, who came to 
the protest with her hus-
band, Scott Obermiller, 
told the Militant May 3. 
They have a rig and a trail-
er they bought secondhand. 
She said she was happy 
with the strong turnout.

Young pointed to the 
diverse range of truckers 
there. “We have Black, 
white, Spanish, the truck-
er up the street, I don’t 
know what country he’s 
from, but he brought in 
food for everybody,” she 
said. “We have all kinds 
of nationalities, all kinds 
of religions.”

She said the whole setup 
is rigged against the truck-
ers. “We’re overregulated 
as it is, we don’t need regu-
lation, and if there’s more, 
they’ll just regulate how 
much we can get,” she said. 
“We don’t want a bailout 
from the government. We 
just want stuff fixed.”

Tony Lane from Pittsburgh 
contributed to this article.
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Farmworkers organized caravan to Olympia, Washington, 
May 1, demanding recognition of rights. Placard on left 
says, “Without farmworkers, there are no apples.” 
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tinent. This will exacerbate 
economic and social divisions 
within the EU, it said, and 
threaten eurozone “stability.” 

The precipitous economic 
decline abruptly reversed the 
last two decades of job growth 
in the semicolonial world. 
This was hyped as a product 
of “globalization,” especially 
in South Asia and China. The 
number of people living on 
less than $1.90 a day fell from 
1.9 billion people in 1990, a 
third of humanity then, to 734 
million, 10% of the world’s 
population, by 2016. 

Now 2 billion toilers may 
be pushed back into destitu-
tion. In Bangladesh alone, a 
million garment workers have already 
lost their jobs due to the abrupt cutoff 
of orders from the imperialist coun-
tries. They suddenly face poverty they 
thought they had climbed out of. 

Many millions across the African 
continent, nearly half from the sub-
Saharan region, have lost their jobs and 
face going hungry. 

Seizing the excuse of the pandemic, 
the Indian government’s six-month-
long, military-enforced lockdown in 
Kashmir has been extended. The streets 
of Srinagar, the capital, are now barri-
caded with razor wire and stone-filled 

$16

drums. Arrests and beatings by Indian 
troops are increasing. 

In a callous move to aid the employ-
ing class, the government in Bangalore 
— the center of India’s information 
technology industry — blocked efforts 
of thousands of laid-off workers to re-
turn to their homes in the countryside. 
They want this army of unemployed 
workers stuck there, for use whenever 
the bosses move to restart production. 

From Bangladore to New York, the 
road forward for working people is to 
be back to work, and fighting to defend 
and advance their interest

Scott Jordan

Truckers’ rigs parked near Capitol in Washington D.C., May 1, after rolling “Mayday” protests over squeeze between 
rising costs and cuts of up to half in payments by brokerage companies, exploiting truckers’ competition for freight jobs.

U.S. surge in new unemployment claims continues
Total for previous six weeks: 
30.3 million out of work

Great Recession

Weekly claims in 2020
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July 26, 1941, Militant explains that 18 leaders of Socialist Workers Party and the 
Minneapolis Teamsters were framed up by the FBI, jailed over opposition to U.S. 
rulers’ drive to enter second imperialist world war to fight for markets and power.

One of Pathfinder’s Books of the 
Month for May is 50 Years of Covert 
Operations in the U.S. by Larry Seigle. 
It also includes “Imperialist War and 
the Working Class” by Farrell Dobbs, 
who was a central leader of the Social-
ist Workers Party and the Minneapolis 
Teamsters battles in the 1930s; and an 
introduction by Steve Clark. The ex-
cerpt is from the chapter “Origins of 
FBI Assault on Socialist Workers Par-
ty.” The book traces the decadeslong 
use of Washington’s political police 
against the unions, the SWP and other 
working-class organizations and strug-
gles. At the end of the SWP’s 15-year 
lawsuit against the FBI in 1987, Judge 
Thomas Griesa ruled that their spying 
and disruption were unconstitutional. 
The book is a weapon for all working 
people in the fight to defend political 
rights. Copyright © 2014 by Pathfinder 
Press. Reprinted by permission.  

By Larry Seigle
For several years after the First World 

War, the FBI had functioned as a politi-
cal police force, carrying out the arrest 
or deportation of some 3,000 unionists 
and political activists in 1919 and 1920 
(the infamous “Palmer Raids”). But fol-
lowing widespread protests over these 
and other FBI actions, and with the 
decline of the postwar labor radical-

ization, the capitalist 
rulers decided against 
a federal secret police 
agency. They relied in-
stead on city and state 
cops with well-estab-
lished “bomb squads” 
and “radical units” 
and on state national 
guard units in cases 
of extreme necessity. 
These local and state 
agencies had intimate 
connections with anti-
labor “citizens” orga-
nizations organized by 
the employers and with 
hated private detective 
agencies, such as the 
Pinkertons, with long 
experience in union 
busting.

By the mid-1930s, 
however, a vast social 
movement was on the 
rise, with the Congress 
of Industrial Organizations (CIO) at the 
forefront. The relationship of forces was 
shifting in favor of working-class or-
ganizations. The bosses’ old methods 
could no longer always be counted on. 
Communist perspectives did not come 
close to commanding majority support 
among working people, and in fact re-
mained the views of a small minority, 
but the bosses were nonetheless con-
cerned that progressive anticapitalist and 
anti-imperialist political positions ad-
vanced by class-struggle-minded union 
leaders were winning a hearing among 
a substantial section of the ranks of la-
bor. Especially in times of crisis, such as 
war, minority points of view defended 
by established and respected working-
class fighters could rapidly gain support.

With this in mind, the administration 
of President Franklin Roosevelt expand-
ed and centralized federal police power.

During and after the Watergate scan-
dals of the mid-1970s, the immense 
scope of FBI disruption, spying, and 
provocations against the people of the 
United States came to light in an un-
precedented way. But the origins of 
these operations are not — as most 
commentators place them — in the 
spread of McCarthyism in the 1950s or 
in Washington’s attempts to disrupt the 
anti-Vietnam War movement and social 
protests of the 1960s.

The fact is that these FBI operations 

began on the eve of the Second World 
War. They were central to preparations 
by the US capitalist rulers to lead the 
nation into another carnage to promote 
their interests against their imperialist 
rivals and against the peoples of Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America struggling 
for liberation from colonial domination. 
These operations were directed against 
the leadership — and potential leader-
ship — of the two major social forces in 
the United States that threatened to in-
terfere with the ability of the US ruling 
families to accomplish their objectives: 
the labor unions and the Black move-
ment. The government’s aim was to 
isolate class-struggle leaders who could 
provide guidance to a broader move-
ment that might develop. …

The drive toward war necessitated 
an assault on working people at home 
and against democratic rights in gen-
eral. Roosevelt gave FBI chief J. Edgar 
Hoover free rein to use the FBI against 
the labor movement and Black organi-
zations. The White House and Justice 
Department secretly authorized many of 
the illegal methods used by the FBI and 
turned a blind eye toward others.

This authorization for the FBI to as-
sume the functions of a political police 
force was done without legislation, 
which would have had to be proposed 
and debated in Congress. It was ac-
complished instead by “executive or-

der,” a device that was 
rapidly assuming a ma-
jor place in the opera-
tions of the government 
and would increasingly 
become a major mode 
of governing in the de-
cades to come.

On September 6, 
1939, Roosevelt issued 
an executive order di-
recting the FBI “to take 
charge of investigative 
work” in matters relat-
ing to “espionage, coun-
terespionage, sabotage, 
subversive activities and 
violations of the neu-
trality laws.” The key 
phrase was “subversive 
activities,” and the most 
important decision was 
to include this slippery 
concept in the list of re-
sponsibilities given the 
FBI. While there were 

federal laws against espionage, sabo-
tage, and violation of US “neutrality,” 
no law explained what “subversive ac-
tivity” might consist of.

Two days later Roosevelt — again 
by executive decree — made a “find-
ing” of the existence of a “national 
emergency.” This allowed an increase 
in military spending without having to 
ask Congress for additional appropria-
tions, thereby avoiding a sharpening 
public debate over the US government’s 
march toward war. Simultaneously, the 
president ordered an expansion of the 
FBI’s forces. His objective, Roosevelt 
told a news conference, was to avoid 
a repetition of “some of the things that 
happened” during World War I: “It is 
to guard against that, and against the 
spread by any foreign nation of propa-
ganda in this country which would tend 
to be subversive — I believe that is the 
word — of our form of government.” ...

The historical evolution of the FBI 
is part of a broader phenomenon in the 
United States. Underlying the threat to-
day to the rights of privacy and freedom 
of association is the arbitrary rule by 
an expanding federal executive power. 
This power carries out policies at home 
and abroad that it is less and less able 
to openly proclaim or mobilize major-
ity support for. It relies increasingly on 
covert methods to accomplish hidden 
or half-hidden objectives.
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Working people hold May Day celebrations in Cuba

Debenhams workers 
fight layoffs in Ireland
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 BY PETE CLIFFORD
MANCHESTER, England —“We’re not giving up 

our fight,” Jane Crowe, a Mandate union shop stew-
ard at Debenhams’ Henry Street department store in 
Dublin, told the Militant. Workers at 10 stores across 
the Republic of Ireland held a second round of protests 
against job cuts April 29 and 30, after 2,000 of them 
had been thrown out of work at Debenhams April 19. 

“This is an essential protest,” read a banner the 
sacked workers held at the Henry Street store, a refer-
ence to cops ordering them to end their demonstra-
tion the previous week, claiming it was “nonessential.” 
This time cops did not stop the action in Dublin, but in 
Cork they harassed the 30 workers protesting outside 
a store there,  threatening they could face prosecution. 

On April 30 workers rallied outside Ireland’s High 
Court in Dublin where Judge Mark Sanfey appointed 
liquidators to carry through bosses’ request to wind up 
the company in the republic. 

“I believe Debenhams U.K. are devious about 
what’s really going on,” Crowe explained. “We need 
to see their books. One minute they say they have no 
money to pay workers redundancy pay, next they are 
buying up stock at reduced prices to sell later.”

Messages of support to store workers can be sent 
to Dave Gibney, Mandate Union, 9 Cavendish Row, 
Dublin 1, Ireland. Or email: dgibney@mandate.ie.

In the U.K. Debenhams has, according to shop 
workers union USDAW, decided not to give redun-
dancy pay to thousands who will lose jobs when they 
close 50 stores. Instead, workers will have to apply for 
the substantially smaller payout from the government. 

Across the Republic of Ireland, workers face dev-
astation with just under half the country’s total work-
force of 2.3 million dependent on state benefits. This 
figure includes some 591,000 laid off in the last few 
months. Many may not be able to return to their for-
mer jobs once the coronavirus lockdown ends. 

what we do. We already see the impact with the 
participation and role of our people as part of this 
immense response.” 

Car caravans with their horns blaring, and other 
workers on bikes, took to the streets for May Day in 
13 cities in the province. At many apartment buildings 
residents stood out front waving Cuban flags, listening 
to speeches on the meaning of May Day and singing 
the Cuban national anthem. 

Workers, youth step up to challenge
The U.S. rulers have never forgiven working peo-

ple in Cuba for overturning the U.S.-backed Batista 
regime in 1959 and replacing it with a workers and 
farmers government. In the course of the struggle, to 
build socialism and volunteering to act in solidarity 
with revolutionary struggles worldwide, Cuba’s work-
ing people transformed themselves, taking control of 
their own destiny. This revolutionary spirit lives today.

To the U.S. rulers’ chagrin, Cuba’s working people 
and youth are stepping up to meet the challenge of the 
impact of the worldwide capitalist economic crisis 
and the more than 60-year U.S. economic war against 
Cuba’s revolution. Because the island nation has to im-
port some 60% of its food, along with pesticides and 
fertilizer, workers are helping to boost production. 

In Guantánamo province alone the CTC has orga-
nized 419 workers into 26 brigades to strengthen ag-
ricultural work. Among the brigadistas are construc-
tion, education, sports and culture workers. 

José Ramón Machado, second secretary of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist Party, is traveling 
around the island along with Salvador Valdés Mesa, 
Cuba’s vice president, meeting with small farmers, 
farmworkers and others to maximize food production. 

They are emphasizing “short cycle” crops — such 
as squash, okra, eggplant and lettuce. This allows at 
least three harvests from spring to summer.  “We have 
to plant even in between furrows” to take advantage of 
available land, Machado told farmers and state farm 
officials in Guantánamo April 30. To substitute for 
pesticides, “we have to dust off the hoes” for weeding. 

and Washington, D.C., demanding an end to usuri-
ous brokers profiting by gouging them and destroy-
ing their lives. Workers at Walmart and other retail 
outlets are fighting speedup and arbitrary sched-
uling changes and dangerous working conditions, 
and workers all over the world are doing the same. 

Socialist Workers Party members at Walmart, on 
the railroad and elsewhere are part of these fights. 
The heart of all these battles is workers looking to win 
greater control over all aspects of production.

We also face growing attacks on our rights by 
the capitalist rulers. New York Mayor Bill de Blasio 
threatens — and acts — to use the city’s cops to shut 
down all protests there. And he tries to divide work-
ing people and divert our attention from the disaster 
of the profit-driven “health care” system under capi-
talism by scapegoating the city’s Jewish population 
with spreading the virus. 

Millions of us have been tossed out of work, over 30 
million in the last six weeks. And that’s the “official” 
figure, not counting temp and contract workers, work-
ers without government-approved papers and many 
others who aren’t on the books.

Workers need to be back at work, joining with 
co-workers to strengthen struggles against the 
bosses’ attacks. Workers stuck at home longer and 
longer face economic disaster, social atomization 
and demoralization.

My campaign urges workers to organize to fight for:
●● A massive government-funded pub-

lic works program to put millions to work 
at union-scale wages to build hospitals, 
schools, affordable housing and other things 
we badly need. Getting more of us into work 
now undercuts the bosses’ ability to pit em-
ployed against unemployed and make condi-

tions for all workers worse.
●● We also fight for amnesty for undocu-

mented workers to prevent bosses using the 
threat of deportation against immigrants to 
drive down wages and conditions for the en-
tire the working class.

The bosses use their monopoly over production to 
build products with built-in “planned obsolescence,” 
with utter disregard for the safety of both workers and 
those who buy their shoddy products, with a morality 
built on maximizing their profits at the expense of all 
who toil for a living.

●● The SWP explains workers need to fight to 
wrest more and more control over production 
from the bosses’ grasp. That struggle requires 
building committees of all workers in the facto-
ries and other job sites, and of consumers who 
have a real stake in this effort. These commit-
tees can fight to reveal to all how the bosses 
cook their books and organize to exploit us. As 
one worker at Debenhams in Ireland thrown out 
of work by the bosses’ claims of debt said, “We 
need to see their books.”

●● As workers take control of production, we 
learn that only our class is capable of deciding 
priorities and running society in the interests of 
human needs. Workers control is a school for 
taking political power into our own hands.

●● Workers must break from the bosses’ two 
parties, the Democrats and Republicans. We 
need our own political party, a labor party, that 
gives a voice to every struggle workers and our 
allies wage today. A labor party would increase 
our readiness for sharper class battles to come 
and lead a fight for workers and farmers to take 
political power into our own hands.

Join us!

Leaders of the CTC and the Communist Party in 
Ciego de Ávila addressed May Day gatherings at 
apartment complexes and worksites across the city. 
These became “tribunes of revolutionary reaffirma-
tion,” Trabajadores reported. 

Because of shortages of transportation, workers at 
the La Bombonera candy factory in Camagüey are 
“all getting out our bicycles to come to work,” admin-
istrator Odalys Palmero Valera told Trabajadores. 

Among those on 17 CTC agricultural brigades in 
Santa Clara province are letter carriers and workers 
from the Etecsa phone company. “It is us Cubans who 
have to plant, produce and harvest our own food,” said 
brigadista Pedro Rodríguez. 

Even with strict measures to prevent the spread of 
coronavirus, including setting up hand-washing sta-
tions at factory entrances, many workplaces have met 
or surpassed their production quotas. 

As of May 4 there were 1,685 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Cuba, but not a single case reported on 
the job. This is in sharp contrast to the imperialist U.S., 
where bosses organize production with utter disregard 
for workers’ safety to squeeze out maximum profit, 
with hundreds of workers getting infected. 

Residents of the Buenos Aires-Bellavista neighbor-
hood of Camagüey, which is under quarantine be-
cause of the virus there, cleared a garbage-filled area 
and turned it into an urban garden for local consump-
tion. They put up a sign “Long live May Day.” 

Revolutionary Cuba continues to send health care 
workers around the world — now more than 2,000 in 
at least 23 countries — to fight COVID-19. 

“I am sure that if the current United States govern-
ment asks us for assistance to confront COVID-19, 
Cuba would provide it,” Josefina Vidal, Cuba’s ambas-
sador to Canada, told the Progressive, despite Wash-
ington pressuring governments to reject Cuba’s help. 

Washington is “trying to divert attention from its 
own privatized health system, which is not capable 
of guaranteeing the health of its population in normal 
times and even less now in the context of the pandem-
ic,” Vidal said. “Health should not be a business, and 
access to medical care is a human right.” 

Cuban embassy attack
BY ARLENE RUBINSTEIN

WASHINGTON — At least 30 rounds from an 
AK-47 assault rifle were fired at the Cuban Embassy 
here April 30 shortly after 2 a.m. Seven people were 
inside at the time. None were injured. The bullets 
were sprayed over the front of the building, damaging 
the statue of Cuban independence leader José Martí. 
Some 10 ricocheted inside the building, Cuban Am-
bassador José Ramón Cabañas reported. 

Washington is tightening its economic war against 
Cuba and its revolution. U.S. authorities have made no 
condemnation of the attack nor provided information 
to Cuba since the arrest of the alleged shooter. 

The next day, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
ramped up Washington’s slanders against Cuban med-
ical volunteers — who go anywhere they’re asked to 
offer solidarity — as a Cuban brigade arrived in South 
Africa. “The regime in Havana has taken advantage of 
the COVID-19 pandemic to continue its exploitation 
of Cuban medical workers,” he told reporters. 

“When you see every day, absolutely every day, 
high-level officials of the U.S. government attacking 
Cuba, tightening the blockade,” Cabañas said in a 
May 4 interview with Prensa Latina, “and the U.S. of-
ficials gruesomely and immorally attack our brigades 
and our medical doctors, well, the verbal terrorism 
only lacked armed terrorism, and it has happened.” 

The D.C. Metro Coalition in Solidarity with the 
Cuban Revolution condemned the attack and said 
it is organizing to stand in solidarity with Cuba in 
front of the embassy May 7. 

“The Socialist Workers Party defends the Cuban 
Revolution as an example for working people in the 
U.S.,” said James Harris, Socialist Workers Party can-
didate for D.C. delegate to U.S. Congress. “I will be 
campaigning to build the May 7 protest.” 

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY STATEMENT
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