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By seth GalinsKy
As the vitriol between the two main 

capitalist candidates for U.S. presi-
dent — Donald Trump and Joseph 
Biden — heats up with two months 
until the election, the Socialist Work-
ers Party presidential ticket of Alyson 
Kennedy and Malcolm Jarrett offers 
the only voice in defense of the inter-
ests of working people.

SWP campaigners have put  Ken-
nedy and Jarrett on the ballot in six 
states. They are getting a wide hearing 
for the party’s platform, which urges 
a fight for a union movement in ev-
ery workplace, for workers control of 
production and for our own political 
party, a labor party. And it presents ur-
gently needed demands to win protec-
tion from the biggest problem working 
people face now — devastating high 
unemployment. The party calls for 
immediate unemployment payments 
to all who need them and a federally 
funded jobs program to put millions 
back to work at union-scale pay. 

None of the capitalist parties have any 
solution to the devastation working peo-
ple confront — homelessness, speedup 
on the job, dangerous work conditions, 
cop violence, drug addiction, low wages 
and many more problems. These con-
ditions are exacerbated by lockdowns 

By seth GalinsKy
Despite firings, large-scale arrests 

and beatings by police, working peo-
ple continue to join daily protests and 
take strike action across Belarus. They 
are fighting to bring down the regime 
of President Alexander Lukashenko, 
who fraudulently proclaimed himself 
the winner in the Aug. 9 elections. 

They are also demanding new elec-
tions, the release of political prison-
ers and prosecution of those respon-
sible for the killing and torture of his 
opponents. 

The regime blocked 50 news web-
sites covering an Aug. 23 demonstra-
tion in Minsk and closed subways to 
prevent people from joining it, but to 
no avail. About 200,000 people joined 
the action in the capital. Demonstra-
tors chanted, “Leave, leave” and “Put 
Lukashenko in a police wagon.” 

Over the last few weeks workers 
from at least 145 companies across 
the country have gone on strike de-
manding Lukashenko’s resignation. 
This includes some of the largest fac-
tories that in the past had been bas-
tions of support for the regime. Even 
300 employees of Belarusian state TV 
went on strike, joined by journalists 
from the daily Zvyazda, calling for an 
end to censorship. 

Protesters at the spirited actions 
sing the anthem for the movement 

By Brian williams
After the Florida Department of 

Corrections Literature Review Com-
mittee upheld the banning of Militant 
issue no. 30, David Goldstein, the pa-
per’s attorney, filed an appeal Aug. 24 
challenging the ruling. The Militant 
was also informed that authorities at 
the same state prison in Raiford, Flor-
ida, had banned issue no. 31.  

“Prison officials are targeting the 
Militant because of its political view-
points,” writes Goldstein in his ap-
peal, “in violation of the First Amend-
ment rights of both subscribers and 
publishers.” Their suppression of is-
sue no. 30 “is arbitrary, capricious, 
discriminatory, unconstitutional.”  

Prison authorities had informed 
the Militant Aug. 8 that issue was 
impounded because of an article en-
titled, “Prisoners Demand Release 
from Overcrowded Jails.” It’s a news 
story about efforts in California to 
press for the release of inmates in 
the overcrowded state prison system, 

As 2020 vote nears, working 
people face capitalist crisis

Demand gov’t pay benefits 
to those without jobs now!

SocialiSt WorkerS 
Party Statement

where over 5,800 inmates statewide 
have contracted COVID-19. Similar 
coverage has appeared in newspapers 
in Florida and nationwide. 

Prison authorities claim this article 

By ilOna Gersh
KENOSHA, Wis. — Protests broke 

out here after city cops pumped at 
least seven shots into the back of 
29-year-old Jacob Blake Jr., at close 
range as he attempted to get into his 
SUV Aug. 23. A video made by an 
eyewitness showed the cop grabbing 

Blake by his tank top with one hand, 
and firing a gun with the other. Blake 
was unarmed. His three young sons 
were in the back of the car. 

Addressing a news conference in the 
Civil Center Park across from the Keno-
sha County Courthouse Aug. 25, Blake’s 

Alyson Kennedy and Malcolm Jar-
rett, Socialist Workers Party candidates 
for president and vice president, issued 
the following statement Aug. 25.

Join us in demanding government ac-
tion now to protect working people from 
the spreading scourge of mass unem-
ployment. Workers need to be working 

J.C. Rice

Quarter-mile-long line outside food bank in Queens, N.Y., Aug. 22, as bosses cut jobs, hours.

By terry evans
As the nominating conventions of 

the Democratic and Republican parties 
meet, working people face depression-
like conditions with mounting job cuts, 
the scourge of “for profit” health care in 
a pandemic and employers’ attacks on 
wages and working conditions. 

Another 1.1 million filed for unem-
ployment pay last week. Only once in 
the last five months has that number 
dipped below a million. Nearly 30 mil-
lion workers are drawing on unemploy-
ment programs. At least 4 million work-
ers who are still on the job have had their 

Militant/Naomi Craine

Julia Jackson, mother of Jacob Blake Jr. who was shot in back by cops in Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
addresses press Aug. 25. She said she supports continuing protests, but called out those respon-
sible for arson and destruction, saying they don’t reflect the values “of my son or my family.”

Continued on page 2Continued on page 9
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The opening of full diplo-
matic relations between the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Israel opens the door to other 
Arab regimes doing the same. 
It underlines the need for Is-
rael, Arab governments and 
Palestinian groups to jointly 
recognize Israel and an inde-
pendent Palestinian state.

For recognition of Israel and a Palestinian state!
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Belarus workers protest, strike

Koach La Ovdim
Jewish and Arab bus drivers demand bet-
ter working conditions in Jerusalem in July.
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“Tear Down the Prison Walls.” Its lyr-
ics include “You want freedom, take 
it. The wall will soon collapse and 
bury the old world.” 

The demonstrations began the eve-
ning of Aug. 9, when the regime claimed 
Lukashenko was being reelected to a 
sixth term with 80% of the vote. Cops 
viciously attacked the protesters. 

Opposition presidential candidate 
Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, whose ral-
lies attracted tens of thousands lead-
ing up to the election, challenged the 
results. When the arrests and beatings 
began she fled to Lithuania. 

Tikhanovskaya, a 37-year-old former 
English teacher, became the opposi-
tion candidate after her husband, Sergei 
Tikhanovsky, was arrested in May and 
barred from the ballot. Other candidates 
from bourgeois opposition parties were 
also ruled off the ballot. 

The first protests were attacked by 
police firing stun grenades and rub-
ber bullets. At least three people were 
killed. But the repression intensified 
outrage at the regime, fueling even 
larger actions, forcing the government 
to release most of the 7,000 protesters it 
had arrested. The latest round of dem-
onstrations took place for the most part 
without police interference. 

Protest leaders arrested
The day after the Aug. 23 dem-

onstration, police detained at least 
four protest leaders, including Sergei 
Dylevsky, a worker at the Minsk Trac-
tor Works; Alexander Lavrinovich, 
a worker at the MZKT truck plant; 
Anatoly Bokun, a leader of striking 
potash miners in Soligorsk; and Olga 
Kovalkova, a member of Tikhanovs-

kaya’s election campaign staff.  
Bokun was released within hours. 

The potash miners strike commit-
tee gave cops an ultimatum that if he 
wasn’t freed by 2.30 p.m. that day, 
“The time is up, we are going to the 
police station.”  

The fall of Lukashenko would 
open up greater political space for 
working people to discuss and debate 
a way forward. 

Demonstrations of support for the 
movement to oust Lukashenko have 
been organized in neighboring coun-
tries. Tens of thousands formed a 
20-mile-long human chain from the 
Lithuanian capital, Vilnius, to the Be-
larus border, Aug. 23. The action was 
backed by Lithuanian President Gi-
tanas Nauseda. In Ukraine, where a 
mass working-class revolt toppled the 
pro-Moscow regime of Victor Yanu-
kovych in 2014, hundreds marched to 
the Belarus Embassy in Kiev in soli-
darity with Belarusian protesters. 

The Russian rulers station military 
forces in Belarus as a buffer against the 
expansion of Washington-led NATO 
troops into Poland and other Eastern 
European countries. Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov said that Be-
larus opposition forces should resolve 
their conflicts with Lukashenko by en-
gaging in talks with the government. 

While Moscow is Belarus’ main 
trading partner, Lukashenko has also 
clashed at times with the Russian rul-
ers. He has made significant trade 
deals with West European govern-
ments and with Beijing. 

Just as in other countries, the govern-
ment and the bosses in Belarus have 
worked to push down wages in a bid to 
boost profits. Wages are so low in rural 

areas — with some workers making 
as little as $200 a month — that many 
farmworkers, especially in eastern Be-
larus, work and live most of the year in 
Russia, where wages are higher. 

Lukashenko is hoping he can roll 
back the protests, making some appear-
ances at state-owned factories around 
the country and threatening to close the 

plants where protests are strong. Just 
before the latest large demonstration in 
Minsk he went to Grodno near the Pol-
ish border. “If a factory is not working 
then let’s put a lock on its gates,” he said. 

But protest organizers are not 
backing down. They are calling on 
workers to “create strike committees 
in every plant.” 

AP Photo/Sergei Grits

Thousands of demonstrators demand resignation of Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko 
Aug. 25 in Minsk. Workers at over 145 plants have gone on strike since Aug. 9 rigged election.

Prosecute the cops who killed Breonna Taylor!

Militant/Maggie Trowe

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Several hundred people marched here Aug. 25 in the 
latest action calling for prosecution of the cops who killed emergency room 
technician Breonna Taylor during a “no-knock” break-in to her apartment 
March 13. The action was organized by New York-based Until Freedom. 
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For a union in every workplace
Continued from front page

Socialist Workers Party updated 2020 platform
workers need a union in every 

workplace. We need to fight grow-
ing employer attacks on our jobs, wages 
and working conditions. Build solidar-
ity with workers’ struggles to organize 
and defend themselves. Use union pow-
er on our own behalf, and for all those 
suffering blows by the bosses and their 
government. One union for all drivers 
— taxi, Uber, Lyft and other app-based 
and car service drivers! 

workers need THeir own 
parTy, a laBor parTy. For a class 
break from the parties of the bosses, 
the Democrats and Republicans. A 
labor party can organize workers in 
their millions to fight in our own in-
terest and in the interests of all those 
exploited and oppressed by capital. 
It can chart a course to take political 
power out of the hands of the capi-
talist rulers and build a workers and 
farmers government.

workers conTrol oF 
producTion. Workers need to fight 
to wrest control of production out of 
the hands of the bosses. Employers 
care about profits, not the dangerous 
conditions we’re forced to work un-
der. This is the only road to take con-
trol of and enforce safety and health 
on the job. Demand the bosses open 
their books for inspection by work-

ers and consumers. Workers control 
of production is a school for learning 
to run the economy ourselves, in the 
interests of all producers, a crucial 
step alongside building a labor party 
to fight to take political power.

Millions need JoBs Today! 
Fight for a federal government-fi-
nanced public works program to put 
millions to work at union-scale wages 
building hospitals, schools, child care 
centers, mass transportation, quality 
affordable housing and much more 
that workers need. Set the minimum 
wage to allow workers to have a home 
and support a family.

aMnesTy For all 
undocuMenTed iMMiGranTs in 
the US, a life-and-death question for the 
unions to unite workers and cut across 
divisions the bosses use to drive down 
wages. For access to driver’s licenses 
for all.

oppose wasHinGTon’s wars. US 
hands off Iran, Venezuela and Cuba. US 
troops out of Afghanistan, Korea, the 
Middle East. End US colonial rule in 
Puerto Rico.

For recoGniTion oF israel & oF 
a conTiGuous palesTinian sTaTe. 
For the right of Jews to return to Israel 
as a refuge in the face of capitalist crisis, 
Jew-hatred and murderous violence.

cuBa’s revoluTion — an 
eXaMple. The Cuban Revolution in 
1959 showed it is possible for workers 
and farmers to transform themselves in 
struggle, to take political power and up-
root capitalist exploitation. End the US 
rulers’ economic war against Cuba; US 
out of Guantánamo. 

HealTH care For all. Fight for 
universal, government-guaranteed cra-
dle-to-grave health care, and retirement 
income for all.

FiGHT police BruTaliTy! 
Demand that cops who kill and brutal-
ize people be prosecuted. Fight racist 
discrimination and the entire capitalist 
injustice system, with its frame-ups, 
“plea bargains,” onerous bail and out-

rageous prison sentences, all of which 
disproportionately hit workers who 
are Black. For the right to vote for ex-
prisoners and all workers behind bars.

woMen’s riGHT To aBorTion. 
Defend women’s right to unrestricted 
access to family planning services, 
including the right to safe, secure 
abortions.

deFend poliTical riGHTs. Defend 
the right to vote, to free speech and as-
sembly and to bear arms, under attack 
from Democrats and Republicans alike. 
Defend freedom of worship. Stop FBI 
and other government spying, harass-
ment and disruption. No to middle-
class radical “cancel culture” and their 
thuggery against people they deem “po-
litically incorrect.” 

deFend riGHTs oF prisoners. 
End solitary confinement. End sup-
pression of the Militant, books and 
other newspapers by prison authori-
ties. Abolish the death penalty, an an-
ti-working-class weapon in the hands 
of the rulers.

FarMers — workers allies on 
THe land. To put a halt to farm fore-
closures, bankruptcies and skyrocketing 
rural debt, we demand nationalization of 
the land. This puts the soil at the service 
of the farmers who till it, as opposed to 
monopolization by the banks and land-
lords. We demand the government guar-
antee farmers their costs of production, 
including their living expenses.Join the Socialist Workers Party campaign in 2020!

Campaign for what you are for, not who you’re against!
q	 I want to endorse the Socialist Workers Party ticket of Alyson Kennedy 

for president and Malcolm Jarrett for vice president. 
q	 I want to join in campaigning or host a house meeting for the 

candidates. Pleases contact me.
q	 Here is my contribution of $___________ to help spread the word.  

(Make checks to Socialist Workers National Campaign)
q	 Send me a 12-week subscription to the Militant, a socialist 

newsweekly.  ($5 enclosed, checks payable to the Militant.)

Send in along with your name, address, phone # and e-mail address to: 
Socialist Workers Party 2020 Campaign, 306 W. 37th St., 13th Floor, NY, NY 

10018. Tel: 347-871-0282 f Email: socialistworkers2020@gmail.com

KENNEDY-JARRETT 
campaign schedule

Washington State
August 28 - Sept. 1

SF Bay Area
Sept. 3 - 7

Los Angeles
Sept. 9 - 13

imposed following the outbreak of coro-
navirus. 

Among those interested in discussing 
the SWP’s fighting program are work-
ing people campaigners meet on their 
doorsteps in cities and towns, large and 
small, at protest marches, as well as on 
strike picket lines. Some are interested 
in finding out more about a party whose 
members act as union organizers, to-
gether with co-workers, at the retail 
stores, rail yards and other sites where 
they work, all year round.

There is interest too when campaign 
supporters explain that only disciplined 
action by working people can push 
back the brutal assaults cops inflict on 
working people and why the arson and 
destruction after cops shot Jacob Blake 
Jr. in Kenosha, Wisconsin, is a serious 
obstacle to that. 

“Given what has been learned as the 
capitalist economic and social crisis un-
folds, we updated our 2020 platform,” 
national campaign director John Studer 
told the Militant. “The platform is print-
ed in this issue.”

“The first paragraph now says ‘Work-
ers need a union in every workplace.’ 
We need to fight growing employer at-
tacks on jobs, wages and working con-
ditions. Our campaign explains why 
workers need a labor party to speak for 
all those exploited and oppressed by 
capitalist rule.”

‘Get involved in SWP campaign!’
“Kennedy and Jarrett will be tour-

ing coast to coast heading into the 
homestretch of the campaign, starting 
this weekend in Seattle,” Studer said. 
“Get involved!”

“Introduce them and the party’s local 
candidates to your friends, family mem-
bers, co-workers and neighbors. Set up 
house meetings where the candidates 
can exchange views with fellow work-
ers and discuss the road forward. Join 
candidates bringing solidarity to other 
workers’ struggles.”

Maggie Trowe, a Walmart worker 
and SWP candidate for U.S. Senate in 
Kentucky, joined a picket line of strik-
ing DSI Tunneling workers in Louisville 
Aug. 21, to show solidarity with their 

fight for a contract. The workers voted 
to join Teamsters Local 89 last year and 
have been on strike since early August. 

Striker Ted Franzman told Trowe 
that the company has “taken so much 
from us, we need to stop them from 
taking more.”

Trowe described the conditions that 
she and her co-workers face. “We’re 
getting crushed by speedup. Walmart 
tells us ‘we’re all in this together.’ Mean-
while, they’re making record profits off 
our backs. We need a union.” 

Discussions like this, about the com-
mon challenges workers face and what 
can be done to change worsening condi-
tions, provide the foundation for build-
ing the fighting working-class move-
ment we need. Union struggles like the 
Teamsters’ fight in Louisville set an ex-
ample for workers elsewhere.  

Books on working-class struggles
An integral part of the campaign is 

promoting the Militant and books by 
leaders of the SWP and other revolu-
tionary struggles. Malcolm X, Black 
Liberation, and the Road to Work-
ers Power and The Turn to Industry: 
Forging a Proletarian Party, both by 
SWP National Secretary Jack Barnes, 

Militant/Kaitlin Estill

Maggie Trowe, Socialist Workers Party candidate for U.S. Senate from Kentucky, visits picket 
line of members of Teamsters Local 89 on strike at DSI Tunneling, in Louisville Aug. 21.

parties here and around the world and 
point to the living example of the Cuban 
Revolution, where working people have 
shown it is possible to take power into 
our own hands and to successfully de-
fend our conquests.

To join in, contact the campaign of-
fice nearest you, listed on page 8.

and Tribunes of the People and the 
Trade Unions are three of the books 
campaigners use a lot. 

These titles draw on the long re-
cord of courageous and self-sacrificing 
struggles by working people and the op-
pressed in the U.S. and elsewhere. They 
document work to build proletarian 

Teamster Rebellion
by Farrell Dobbs 

The 1934 strikes 
that built the 
industrial union 
movement in 
Minneapolis and 
helped pave the 
way for the CIO, 
as recounted by a 
central leader of 
that battle. — $16 

pathfinderpress.com
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Iowa storm deepens social 
crisis facing family farmers

to be: ‘No more farm foreclosures,’” 
Ginter said. “Anyone who wants to 
farm should be able to. No one de-
serves to have their farm or their 
home taken away from them.” 

Samir Hazboun, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for U.S. Congress in the 
3rd District in Kentucky, drove through 
Iowa and witnessed the damage. He 
calls for immediate relief with the gov-
ernment covering farmers’ costs of pro-
duction, including living expenses. “To 
immediately halt farm foreclosures,” he 
said, “my party demands nationaliza-
tion of the land, putting the soil at the 
service of the farmers who till it.”  

Hazboun contrasted the conduct of 
the government here to what he had seen 
during a solidarity trip to Cuba after a 
hurricane had hit there. The revolution-
ary government mobilized the popula-
tion to evacuate from dangerous areas 
prior to the hurricane’s arrival. 

It “organized brigades of construction 
workers and electricians to quickly re-
store power and repair structures,” Haz-
boun said. “They also had volunteers 
replant crops in damaged areas that 
could be ready for harvest. These kinds 

of initiatives build a stronger alliance 
between workers and farmers.  

“This shows what the working class 
can accomplish when we are organized 
to use our labor to serve our class inter-
ests,” he added.  

Militant/Zena Jasper

Grain silos in Linn County smashed by powerful Aug. 10 windstorm that battered Iowa. 
Government has left farmers, workers on their own, turning natural disaster into a social crisis. 

By KaITlIn ESTIll 
CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa — With 

little warning, a severe windstorm tore 
through the Midwest Aug. 10 destroying 
homes and farmland. But the devasta-
tion it left was turned into a social di-
saster by state and federal governments, 
whose one message to workers and 
farmers has been, “you’re on your own.” 

From South Dakota to Ohio, winds of 
over 100 mph leveled corn and soybean 
cropland, toppled trees and power lines, 
and smashed grain silos and farm build-
ings. Three people died in Iowa and 
more than 60 were injured. One person 
died in Indiana. Hundreds of thousands 
were left without power for days. 

Much of Cedar Rapids, Iowa’s sec-
ond largest city with a population of 
more than 130,000, was devastated. 
Over 1,000 homes were destroyed 
and some 4,000 damaged. Nowhere 
did government officials mobilize 
resources to swiftly deal with the im-
pact of the disaster.

“A week later we don’t even have 
food,” Genevieve Adams, a Nordstrom 
fulfillment center worker, told the Wash-
ington Post. Adams left her damaged 
home in Cedar Hills, near Cedar Rap-
ids, with her 15-year-old son and has 
been surviving on a single meal a day. 

In Marion, another town near Cedar 
Rapids, a food pantry staffed by vol-
unteers, including from local churches, 
distributed foodstuffs and water to 10 
times the normal number of people.  

“The government is too slow,” 
Amanda Cooley told the Minnesota 
Star Tribune Aug. 23 as she headed 
to a friend’s home to help clear debris. 
“It’s the community that is respond-
ing.” Working people from near and 
far came to help clear the rubble, cut-
ting up and removing fallen trees. 

Some 14 million acres of corn and 
soybeans, more than a third of Iowa’s 
cropland, were heavily damaged. Tens 
of millions of bushels from last year’s 
harvest, kept in storage by farmers hop-
ing for higher prices, were lost when 
metal silos were ripped apart.  

Farmers face ruin
For working farmers throughout 

the region, the storm “has really been 
the straw that broke the camel’s back,” 
Larry Ginter, a retired hog farmer in 
Rhodes, told the Militant Aug. 23.  

“There has also been a drought 
right now in Iowa, so we won’t see 
the damage to the soybean crop un-
til harvest time.” The havoc wreaked 
by the storm came on top of govern-
ment-imposed lockdowns that shut-
tered meatpacking plants, restricting 
demand for farmers’ animals. 

Family farmers, forced continuously 
into debt to the banks, are facing more 
bankruptcies and losing their land to-
day. Farm debt has grown to levels not 
seen since the 1980s. 

Two days after the storm, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture announced 
it would make assistance available for 
farmers. But according to the National 
Farmers Union, when funds were previ-
ously distributed under the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program the largest 
capitalist farmers pocketed more than 
60% of the disbursements. The bottom 
10%, struggling family farmers, re-
ceived an average of only $300.  

“One of our first demands needs 

father, also named Jacob Blake, thanked 
everyone for coming out in support of 
his son. “They shot my son in the back. 
Like he didn’t matter,” he said. “But my 
son matters. He’s a human being, and he 
matters.” 

Blake Jr. is now paralyzed from the 
waist down in a Milwaukee hospital, 
where he was airlifted two days ago. 
Attorney Patrick Salvi, one of several 
lawyers representing the Blake family, 
told the news media Blake’s injuries 
included a severed spinal cord, some 
shattered vertebra, damage to his 
kidneys and liver, several holes in his 
stomach, and most of his large colon 
and small intestine had been removed. 

Blake’s mother, Julia Jackson, and 
three of his sisters also spoke. “So many 
people have reached out to say, ‘I’m 
sorry.’ But don’t be sorry. I’m not sorry. 
I’m angry,” Letetra Wideman, one of the 
sisters, said. “I’ve been watching police 
kill people who look like me for years. 
Kill members of my family. Emmett 
Till was my family. Michael Brown was 
my family. George Floyd was my fam-
ily. I’m not sad. I don’t want your pity. I 
want change.” 

Following the shooting, hundreds 
of protesters marched from the shoot-
ing site to the Kenosha County Court-
house. A second march took place 
the next day. Hundreds of protesters 
stretching several blocks marched 
ahead of a caravan of honking cars 
through the streets of Kenosha in the 
evening of Aug. 24 to denounce police 
abuse, according to the Chicago Sun-
Times. Protests have continued. 

Later in the night, opportunist anar-
chists and others turned 
to destruction, includ-
ing burning down small 
businesses in Uptown 
and other working-class 
and Black neighbor-
hoods. Four blocks in 
Kenosha’s Uptown dis-
trict were almost lev-
eled. This reporter saw 
smoke still rising from 
some of the rubble. 

On Aug. 24 Wiscon-
sin Gov. Tony Evers 
declared a state of emer-
gency and called in 125 

members of the state National Guard. 
A dawn-to-dusk curfew was imposed, 
which is still in place. Armed vigilante-
type groups have shown up. 

The Kenosha County Board Aug. 26 
wrote to the governor asking for 1,500 
more National Guard. 

Blake’s father said the police were 
responsible for the violence and dam-
age, not his son. “My son is not re-
sponsible for it. My son didn’t have a 
weapon. He didn’t have a gun,” he told 
the Chicago Sun-Times.

Debate over violence, destruction
Naomi Craine, Socialist Workers 

Party candidate for U.S. Senate from Il-
linois, drove to Kenosha to participate 
in the protests and talk with workers 
there. She attended the news confer-
ence. One big topic of debate and dis-
cussion is the question of the late-night 
destruction and violence as opposed to 
disciplined mass action.

Blake’s family has been firm in 
speaking out both for protests and 
against destruction and looting. “As 
I was riding through here, through 
this city, I noticed a lot of damage that 
doesn’t reflect my son or my family,” 
Julia Jackson told the press. “If Jacob 
knew what was going on as far as that 
goes, the violence and destruction, he 
would be very unpleased.” 

The family has a history in the fight 
against racial discrimination and po-
lice violence. Jacob Blake Sr., Jacob’s 
grandfather, was a minister and leader 
of civil rights protests against housing 
discrimination in Evanston, Illinois, in 
the 1960s. 

Craine met Colesha Lyttle, who 

works as a dialysis technician, and Do-
reen Wright, her mother, in the park 
where the press conference was held. 
“The first night I came out to protest. 
I got so angry, I said I had to be part 
of protesting,” Lyttle said. “I went to 
where the shooting happened and then 
we marched to the police station. I left 
before the craziness started.” 

“This affects us all,” she said. “I have 
an 18-year-old son. I’m scared for my 
kid. The police don’t ask questions, they 
shoot first. Black people have to live 
with heightened fear.” 

Wright, who is originally from Jamai-
ca, said, “A journalist asked me what I 
thought about them burning things 
down. I don’t condone it, but people 
need to start speaking out. 

“I don’t think this [the burning] is 
the protesters. It’s opportunists. Why 
do they burn down the neighborhood? 
The people who live here don’t own 
anything. They need education, good 
jobs,” she said. “It’s not like when 
Martin Luther King was marching and 
people stuck together.” 

“Yes, we need to build a disci-
plined mass movement like the civil 
rights movement of the 1950s and 
’60s,” Craine said. “The breadth of 
the response to the killing of George 
Floyd and the recent labor strikes 
over wages and working conditions. 
like the 63-day strike by shipbuilders 
in Bath, Maine, show the potential to 
build such a movement. That would 
make growing numbers of working 
people feel comfortable to join our 
actions and push aside the small mi-
nority that want confrontational vio-
lence against police, wanton destruc-

tion and looting.” 
“We need a labor 

party to mobilize work-
ing people, including in 
protests against police 
brutality,” said Craine. 
“It could chart a course 
towards taking political 
power out of the hands of 
the capitalist rulers, and 
building a workers and 
farmers government. 
We need to replace the 
capitalist system, that 
breeds both racism and 
exploitation.”

Continued from front page

Kenosha News/Dan Truttschel

Hundreds in Kenosha, Aug. 24, demand arrest of the cops who shot Jacob 
Blake Jr. the day before. Antifa, others used cover of protests to spread havoc.
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25, 50, and 75 years ago

on the picket line
Help the Militant cover labor struggles around the world!  

This column is dedicated to spreading the truth about workers’ struggles for a union 
movement in every workplace today. It gives a voice to those engaged in battle and 
helps build solidarity. We need your help to make it a success. If you are involved in 
a skirmish or strike or know other workers who are, please contact me at (212) 244-
4899 or themilitant@mac.com. We’ll work together to ensure your story gets told.

— Roy Landersen

September 11, 1995
Some 60 combat aircraft, 48 of them 

from the United States, launched wide-
spread bombing raids against positions 
held by Serb troops loyal to Belgrade 
around Sarajevo and elsewhere in Bos-
nia August 29. The NATO air strikes, 
spearheaded by Washington, deepen 
military intervention by the imperialist 
powers in the former Yugoslav republic, 
escalate the bloody war, and threaten a 
broader Balkan conflict.

The military action began the day 
after Serb gunners shelled a crowded 
market in central Sarajevo. Wash-
ington latched onto the marketplace 
slaughter as a pretext to use military 
might to partition Bosnia and widen its 
influence in the region.

The U.S. government and the big-
business media sounded a unified voice 
in support of the decision by president 
Bill Clinton to order the air strikes.  

September 11, 1970
LOS ANGELES — The National 

Chicano Moratorium antiwar demon-
stration here was the target of an ap-
parently planned, bloody police riot. 
The attack led to the murder of Chicano 
journalist Ruben Salazar, numerous 
injuries, and the arrest on trumped-up 
felony charges of several leaders and 
candidates of the Colorado Crusade for 
Justice and La Raza Unida Party.

A minimum of 20,000 and as many 
as 40,000 marched peacefully through 
the East Los Angeles barrio. The Los 
Angeles County sheriff’s department 
took a provocative stance.  Taking a mi-
nor incident near the rally as a pretext 
and with no warning, the crowd was at-
tacked by a rampaging, club-swinging 
army of at least 500 cops.

A severe police repression is under 
way. An organized response by the Chi-
cano Moratorium is being formulated. 

September 8, 1945
NEW YORK, N.Y., Aug. 29 — More 

than fifty thousand workers packed into 
the streets here today in a gigantic dem-
onstration against unemployment.

It was a militant army of workers in a 
fighting spirit. The great numbers who 
responded to the CIO call exceeded 
all expectations. “Jobs For All!” was 
the demand on the majority of banners 
and signs. “Vets Demand Full Employ-
ment!” and “Make Congress Act Now!” 
were slogans carried by many sections.

Suddenly a union band broke out with 
“Solidarity Forever.” The crowd waved 
their signs and banners and sang louder 
as new, young workers picked up the 
words to this powerful labor song.

This was the first mass action since 
Pearl Harbor. It gave promise that in the 
days to come the New York workers will 
come out on the streets in fighting for-
mation—and for a fighting program. 

Newfoundland grocery workers 
strike for full-time jobs, wages

MONTREAL — Some 1,400 union-
ized grocery workers at 11 Dominion 
stores across the Canadian province of 
Newfoundland went on strike Aug. 22. 
The members of Unifor Local 597 set up 
pickets at stores from St. John’s to Ste-
phenville. They’ve been without a con-
tract since October 2019. 

Workers want reinstated the full-time 
jobs that were lost in 2019 as 60 full-time 
positions were eliminated in the com-
pany’s Newfoundland stores. Unifor 
Local 597 President Carolyn Wrice told 
the media Aug. 23 that more than 80% 
of workers are part time, with low pay, 
limited access to benefits, and haven’t 
received a raise since the spring of 2018. 

Workers began calling for a strike  in 
June — in the middle of contract talks 
— when Dominion’s parent compa-
ny, Loblaw Companies Limited, ended 
a 2 Canadian dollar-an-hour wage in-
crease ($1.52) for “essential workers” 
during the coronavirus pandemic. “The 
majority of our workers are barely mak-
ing over minimum wage,” Wrice told 
CBC News. “We have a lot of single 
parents who are trying to raise families. 
It’s hard to do,” she added.

The company’s latest proposal, which 
workers rejected July 31, offered to re-
store only half of the CA$2 increase 
over the life of a three-year contract. 

The strikers are starting to receive 
support from fellow workers. “We 
completely understand what you are 
going through and hope that you keep 
up the fight,” said a message sent by 
Nain Martinez, who works at the West 
Kelowna Walmart in British Colum-
bia. “Retail stores across the country 
have united in order to defend their 
acts of injustice and take away our 
pandemic pay. Now it is our turn to 
stand together and support each other 
in this time of crisis.” 

— Beverly Bernardo

Louisville: DSI Tunneling workers 
strike for first union contract

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Driving down 
East Chestnut Street Aug. 21, we could 
hear a steady stream of honking cars, 
expressing solidarity with members of 
Teamsters Local 89 on strike at DSI 
Tunneling for a contract. The unionists 
walked out Aug. 4. 

DSI, which operates in 70 countries 
worldwide, manufactures steel beams 
and girders for tunneling and mining 
operations. It’s owned by Triton, an in-
ternational investment operation. “We 
focus on companies with the potential to 
create sustainable, long-term value,” the 
company boasts on its website.

The workers won a bitter fight last 
November to win union representa-
tion, and then began negotiating for 
their first contract. But bosses brought 
in an anti-union law firm to run the 
negotiations, the same firm they used 
to try and block the union. Their law-

Militant/Kaitlin Estill

Teamsters Local 89 members on strike against DSI Tunneling in Louisville, Kentucky, picket  
Aug. 21 for their first contract. Workers won bitter fight for union representation last November.

yers stalled, and the company refused 
to allow workers on the negotiating 
committee to take time off work, so 
the meetings took place after they had 
worked a 10- or 12-hour shift. After 
months of this, the unionists voted 
unanimously to strike. 

The bosses’ lawyers are from Nation-
al Labor Relations Advocates, which 
says its specialty is “union avoidance.” 

“The major thing is sticking to-
gether. The one worker who crossed 

the line doesn’t realize we’re doing 
this for everyone,” Jimmy Koloe, a 
33-year-old striker, told the Militant 
on the picket line. “The most impor-
tant thing is just getting a contract,” 
striker Ted Franzman said. “They’ve 
taken so much from us, we need to 
stop them from taking more.” 

Send contributions and messages of 
solidarity to Teamsters Local 89, 3813 
Taylor Blvd., Louisville KY 40215.

— Kaitlin Estill

By VeD DookHuN
BATH, Maine — Shipbuilders at Bath 

Iron Works voted by 87% to approve 
a three-year contract and returned to 
work Aug. 24 following a hard-fought 
63-day strike after rejecting the bosses 
“last, best and final” anti-union con-
tract offer. The workers are members 
of Machinists Local S6. 

The voting was done online after a 
week of discussion at the union hall.  

The shipyard builds destroyers for the 
Navy. It is one of the larger military con-
tractors in the country, employing 6,800 
workers, 4,300 of whom are in Local S6. 

The bosses had counted on being able 
to play hundreds of newer hires against 
veteran union members. Their goal 
was to increase the number of non-
union contract workers in the shipyard 
and undermine the union’s control 
over seniority in filling jobs and mak-

ing shift and overtime assignments.
Faced with a unified strike and gov-

ernment pressure to resume production, 
the bosses agreed to federal mediation, 
leading to new negotiations. Difficulties 
in hiring strikebreakers or getting work-
ers to cross the picket line meant they 
couldn’t keep production running.

“We got what we wanted,” Local S6 
member Laurie Dorr told the Militant 
at a union-organized pig roast Aug. 22. 
“Seniority and subcontractors were the 
main issues for us.” Over 100 workers, 
family members and strike supporters 
gathered at the union hall to celebrate 
what many here described as a victory. 

“We won and this is what solidarity 
looks like,” Robert Martinez, president 
of the international union, said at the 
rally. He praised the unionists for stand-
ing strong in face of company pressure. 

The three-year contract has a 3% an-

nual wage increase with a signing bonus 
of $1,200, as well as protecting seniority 
and a limit on nonunion contractors. 

There were some concessions. Health 
care costs will go up, but less than boss-
es wanted. The “last, best” company 
offer had a 5% annual increase, but the 
contract passed has a 4% increase in the 
first year and 3% in each of the next two. 

While the agreement allows the com-
pany flexibility to catch up with produc-
tion until the end of 2020, subcontrac-
tors will be phased out then.

As part of the arrangement to end 
the strike, union officials agreed to take 
down the pickets before the contract 
vote. This led to a lively debate at the 
union hall as strikers came in to discuss 
the agreement and qualify for strike pay. 

‘unity and solidarity key’
“Solidarity was key,” said Marc 

Bubar, a 34-year veteran at the shipyard. 
He described how the union organized 
to reach out and won support from 
unions, workers and local businesses 
in the area. “Many took signs and dis-
played them in their windows.” 

“Community support and an unwav-
ering organized membership were the 
decisive elements to the success of the 
strike,” shipbuilder Andy James said. 
He described his activity in the strike ac-
tion committee, organizing a food pan-
try through the union hall and outreach 
to local businesses to find jobs strikers 
could take to help cover expenses and 
keep the strike solid. 

“It was solidarity among union mem-
bers which won the strike,” Laura Saf-
ford agreed. “Newer members like me 
learned we can fight, and we can win. 
We are a stronger union going back.”

“Some thought we should keep 
fighting around wages and benefits,” 
she said. “But we gained strength and 
can win those battles when the right 
time comes.”

“We stand taller going back into the 
shipyard,” said Tiffany Briggs, a newer 
worker at the shipyard. “A lot of people 
will have more confidence in the union.”
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‘Fidel led working people to be changers of the world, not victims’
The following talk by Mary-Alice 

Waters was given in response to an 
invitation to take part in an online Cel-
ebration of the Life of Fidel Castro Aug. 
13. Waters is a member of the Socialist 
Workers Party National Committee and 
president of Pathfinder Press. She has 
edited or written some 30 books on the 
Cuban Revolution and its communist 
example. A news article appears on the 
facing page. Waters’ remarks are copy-
right © Pathfinder Press 2020, reprint-
ed by permission.

BY MARY-ALICE WATERS
Fidel Castro’s leadership of the toilers 

of Cuba and the world is unlike that of 
any other man or woman in the twenti-
eth or twenty-first centuries. With one 
exception. That is Vladimir Lenin, the 
principal leader of the Bolshevik Rev-
olution of October 1917 in Russia. The 
central leaders of the two great social-
ist revolutions of the twentieth century 
stand apart from all others.

The respect Fidel enjoyed was un-
paralleled both because it was earned 
and never abused, and because  Fidel 
earned it by shouldering leadership 
responsibility over decades of class 
combat.

Fidel used the trust he enjoyed 
not simply to administer but to lead 
— to lead politically. He was fa-
mous — some, of course, would say 
infamous — for his speeches lasting 
many hours, presented to assemblies 
of hundreds of thousands of Cuban 
working people, who hung on every 
word, sometimes under blazing tropi-
cal sun or torrential rain.

That rapport between Fidel and 
the toiling masses of Cuba, normal 
women and men, was something the 
revolution’s enemies were never able 
to comprehend. In those moments, Fi-
del drew from his own experience and 
understanding of the laws of history, 
of science and of the class struggle 
in order to broaden the horizons of 
the Cuban masses — the real mean-
ing of the word “culture.” He led them 
to recognize themselves as actors not 
subjects —  changers of the world, not 
victims of it, accomplishing what oth-
ers deemed impossible.

He awakened them to “their worth” 
— to use the words of Malcolm X. 
To what they were and are capable 

of achieving, but only by fighting to-
gether, with discipline and class con-
sciousness.

Transform themselves in struggle
Most important was Fidel’s ability to 

convey to the working people of Cuba 
— and to all of us — what we need 
to be willing to confront and change 
in ourselves in order to organize and 
fight effectively against a powerful rul-
ing class and its spokespeople, who try 
to teach us the opposite. Those who 
try to convince us that our worth and 
capacities are so limited that we must 
accept the exploitation, oppression and 
compulsion on which the maintenance 
of capitalist rule depend. That we must 
submit to its dog-eat-dog norms.

The devastation facing working peo-
ple the world over — precipitated by the 
coronavirus pandemic, which sharply 
accelerated the already deepening capi-
talist crisis — serves to underscore the 
fact that the Cuban Revolution cannot 
be reduced to the example it sets in the 
fields of health care and education. Its 
working people and government uphold 
those human rights. And they uphold 
them in practice, not just in words, as 
Ambassador Vidal1 explained so well.

As we see our loved ones condemned 
to die alone in nursing-centers-turned-
death-chambers, as well as in over-
whelmed hospital wards, however, we 
are taught once again that health and 
education are class questions. They 
register the values of the ruling class, 
the class that holds state power.

Cuba’s example today is possible 
only because of the revolutionary so-

cialist victory conquered sixty years 
ago by Cuban working people under Fi-
del’s leadership. That, above all, is why 
we pay tribute to him tonight.

Rectification, political consciousness
There have been many moments 

over the decades when Fidel’s lead-

ership of the Cuban Revolution was 
decisive. Each of us might pick a dif-
ferent one. But no turning point was 
more important than 1986 when Fi-
del, at the third congress of the Cu-
ban Communist Party, initiated what 
became known as the Process of 
Rectification of Errors and Negative 
Tendencies.

That historic effort over a period 
of five years remobilized, and remor-
alized, Cuban working people across 
the island, as they enthusiastically 
volunteered for work brigades that 
built tens of thousands of homes, 
clinics, schools, child care centers 
and much more. In doing so, they 
proved to themselves that they could 
reverse the erosion of political confi-
dence that had accompanied spread-
ing reliance on forms of capitalist 
administrative methods copied from 
what was falsely labeled “actually 
existing socialism.”2

The accomplishments in Cuba 
during those years were inseparable 
from the confidence that made pos-
sible the historic victory of Cuito Cu-
anavale and the defeat of the South 
African apartheid regime.3

But not only that.
The conquests of the Rectification 

process were equally decisive in the 
capacity of the Cuban toilers to con-
front and overcome the hardships of 
the Special Period of the 1990s, when 
many around the world had come to 
believe that Cuba and its leadership 
were simply tropical versions of what 
had long existed in the Soviet Union 
— and would suffer a similar fate.4

In her opening remarks this eve-
ning, the chairperson quoted Fidel’s 
words to the closing session of the 
2016 congress of the Cuban Commu-
nist Party. I want to point to another 
passage from that brief talk, given 
only a few months before his death. 
Fidel posed a question to the dele-
gates: “Why did I become a socialist, 
or more plainly, why did I become a 
communist?”

It was not simply from studying 
books, he answered. He went on, 
sketching a few of the pressing cri-

BY jAnET poST
The political legacy of Cuban revolu-

tionary leader Fidel Castro was celebrat-
ed in an online program Aug. 13 orga-
nized by supporters of the U.S. National 
Network on Cuba, Canadian Network 
on Cuba, and Table de Concertation de 
Solidarité Québec-Cuba. The co-chairs 
were Tamara Hansen of the Canadian 
Network and Ike Nahem, a leader of the 
Cuba Sí coalition in New York.

This year marks the 60th anniver-
sary of the Cuban Institute for Friend-
ship with the Peoples, said Fernando 
González, ICAP’s president, in a video 
from Havana. The organization was 
founded at Fidel’s initiative in 1960, he 
said, “when the U.S. embarked on a hos-
tile policy of isolation against Cuba. A 
policy that, as you very well know, con-
tinues today.”

This year, said González, the U.S. 
government is blocking Cuba’s efforts 
to purchase medical supplies to treat 
COVID and escalating its campaign of 
lies against Cuba’s internationalist bri-
gades of doctors and medical workers in 
some 40 countries.

Others making remarks as part of 
the program included Cuba’s ambas-
sadors to the U.S., Canada and United 
Nations — José Ramón Cabañas, Jo-
sefina Vidal and Ana Silvia Rodriguez 
— as well as Adán Chávez, Venezu-
ela’s ambassador to Cuba.

Ambassador Dang Dinh Quy of 
Vietnam’s U.N. mission said that Cuba 
had been a “pioneer” in its support of 
the Vietnamese people’s revolutionary 
struggle against U.S. imperialism’s bru-

tal war to block the country’s national 
sovereignty and unification. “We will 
never forget Fidel’s declaration,” Dang 
said, that “For Vietnam, Cuba is willing 
to shed its blood.”

Dang displayed photographs of Fi-
del’s September 1973 trip to liberated 
areas in U.S.-occupied south Vietnam 
— the first and only head of state from 
anywhere in the world to visit there. 
The pictures showed Fidel meeting with 
Vietnamese working people, soldiers 
and leaders of the government and na-
tional liberation forces.

Clever Banganayi of the Friends of 
Cuba Society in South Africa paid trib-
ute to the 425,000 Cuban internation-
alist combatants who volunteered in 
Angola between 1975 and 1991. Banga-
nayi, who studied in Cuba in the 1990s, 
explained that the Cuban international-
ists had come to “help safeguard the ter-
ritorial integrity of Angola, to pave the 
way for the independence of Namibia 
and the defeat of apartheid” in South 
Africa itself.

Banganayi recalled the 1978 mas-
sacre of some 600 Namibians by the 
South African Defense Force at a refu-
gee camp at Cassinga, in southern An-
gola. Only a few weeks later, he said, 
hundreds of surviving Namibian chil-
dren arrived in Cuba for medical care 
and schooling. “Cuba opened its doors 
widely and generously to the Namibian 
refugees,” he said.

“Cuba has undertaken solidarity not 
as a means of foreign policy,” Banga-
nayi added, “but as a moral and fraternal 
commitment to the people of Africa.”

Don Rojas, press secretary to Prime 
Minister Maurice Bishop during the 
1979-1983 revolution in the Caribbe-
an island of Grenada, also paid trib-
ute to the “principled internationalist 
solidarity demonstrated by Fidel and 
the Cuban Revolution.” He recalled 
Castro’s statement in 1980 that the 
revolutions in Cuba, Nicaragua and 
Grenada were “three giants rising up 
to defend their independence, sover-
eignty and justice on the very door-
step of imperialism.”

Rojas said he would never forget 
the day in early 1980 when a Cuban 
freighter arrived in Grenada “with 
brand new construction equipment — 
from bulldozers, to cranes, to earth-
moving trucks.” When Castro had 
asked Bishop in 1979 what Grenada 
needed most to advance its economic 
development, Bishop replied: an inter-
national airport. And there, only a few 
months later, was the equipment! Cuba 
also sent volunteer construction work-
ers, engineers, architects, doctors, den-
tists and teachers, Rojas said.

Other speakers included Mary-Alice 
Waters, a leader of the U.S. Socialist 
Workers Party and president of Path-
finder Press (Waters’ remarks are re-
printed here), and Vijay Prashad, execu-
tive director of Tricontinental: Institute 
for Social Research. Among the cultural 
readings and musical performances was 
a video of acclaimed Cuban poet Nancy 
Morejón reading her work, “For Fidel.”

Gail Walker, executive director of 
IFCO/Pastors for Peace, closed the 
presentations.

1 Josefina Vidal, Cuba’s ambassador to 
Canada, had spoken earlier.

2 Instead of the “many manuals” from the 
Soviet Union and elsewhere being used 
in Cuba to help guide the organization 
of economic and social relations, Fidel 
Castro in October 1987 urged Cubans to 
read a new book entitled The Economic 
Thought of Ernesto Che Guevara. Che’s 
views, Fidel said, had been “largely ig-
nored in our country” for too many 
years and were “different from many 
paths already taken.” Che “was radi-
cally opposed to using and developing 
capitalist economic laws and catego-
ries,” Fidel said. “He advocated some-
thing I have often insisted on: Building 
socialism and communism is not just 
a matter of producing and distributing 
wealth but is also a matter of education 
and consciousness.” As Fidel had said 
many times, “Building socialism is the 
task of free men and women.”

The book Fidel was recommend-
ing is published under the title Che 
Guevara: Economics and Politics in 
the Transition to Socialism by Carlos 
Tablada.

3 In 1988, during the battle of Cuito Cu-
anavale, a crushing military defeat was 
dealt to the South African apartheid 
regime by a combined force of Cuban 
internationalist volunteer combatants 
and those from Angola and Namibia. 
The U.S.-backed white supremacist re-
gime had invaded Angola in late 1975 
soon after it had won its freedom from 
Portuguese colonial rule, and the Cu-
ban leadership responded to the newly 
independent government’s appeal for 
international help in resisting the as-
sault. Some 425,000 Cubans volun-
teered for duty in Angola between 
1975 and 1991, helping to secure the 
country’s sovereignty, win Namibia’s 
independence and give a powerful 
boost to the overturn of apartheid in 
South Africa. 

Program celebrates political legacy of Fidel Castro

ses facing humanity today, including 
the expanding deserts and droughts 
across Africa and especially the “de-
structive power of modern weapon-
ry,” which “could make human life 
on earth’s surface impossible.”

On this seventy-fifth anniversary 
of US imperialism’s barbarous atom-
ic bombing of Hiroshima and Naga-
saki, Fidel’s words couldn’t be more 
timely.

“We have never considered pro-
ducing nuclear weapons,” Fidel had 
told a gathering at the University 
of Havana in 2005. “It would mean 
joining the game of nuclear confron-
tation.”

And this decision, he added, is not 
because the revolution faces no en-
emies or military threats.

The reason, Fidel said, is that we 
already “possess a weapon as power-
ful as nuclear power, and that is the 
immense justice for which we are 
struggling.”

“Who are you going to use [a nu-
clear weapon] against?” Fidel asked 
in a book-length interview, first pub-
lished in 2006. “Against the Ameri-
can people? No! That would be unfair 
and absurd.” For a country in conflict 
with US imperialism, he said, “A nu-
clear weapon is a good way to com-
mit suicide at a certain point.”

But “there is one weapon we 
haven’t renounced,” and will not, Fi-
del said in that interview. That is the 
“war of the entire people.”5

‘never renounce what we’ve won’
I’ll end on one point.
Several weeks before the 2016 Cu-

ban Communist Party congress, Fidel 
had penned a powerful reply to then 
US president Barack Obama, who 
had told the Cuban people at the close 
of his March 22 speech in Havana 

that “it is time now for us to leave the 
past behind.”

“I suppose all of us were at risk 
of a heart attack upon hearing these 
words,” Fidel wrote. “Leave the past 
behind” … after Washington’s un-
relenting economic war against the 
Cuban people for six decades, “mer-
cenary attacks on Cuban ships and 
ports, an airliner full of passengers 
blown up in midair, mercenary inva-
sions, multiple acts of violence and 
coercion.”

Fidel continued:
“Nobody should be under the illu-

sion that the people of this dignified 
and selfless country will renounce 
the glory, the rights, or the spiritual 
wealth they have gained with the de-
velopment of education, science, and 
culture.”

Our strongest tribute to Fidel this 
evening is to affirm that support-
ers of the Cuban Revolution around 
the world, in whatever country we 
find ourselves, will be guided by the 
course embodied in those words.

‘Lenin and Fidel, leaders 
of the two great socialist 
revolutions of the 20th 
century, stand apart’
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Cuba and Angola: Fighting for 
Africa’s Freedom and Our Own 
by Fidel Castro, Raúl Castro, Nelson 
Mandela and others  $12    also in Spanish

Cuba and the Coming American 
Revolution  by Jack Barnes  $10  
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$17 

$12

Josefina Vidal, Cuba’s ambassador to 
Canada, spoke on health care in Cuba.

Clever Banganayi, leader of South Africa’s 
Friends of Cuba Society.

Fernando González, president of Cuban 
Institute for Friendship with the Peoples.

Vietnam News Agency

Fidel Castro with independence fighters in Quang Tri, during 1973 visit to liberated areas 
in U.S.-occupied south Vietnam. “We will never forget Fidel’s declaration that for Vietnam, 
Cuba is willing to shed its blood,” said Vietnam U.N. Ambassador Dang Dinh Quy, inset.

4 With the fall of the Soviet Union and 
its allied regimes in Eastern and Cen-
tral Europe at the opening of the 1990s, 
Cuba confronted an abrupt collapse of 
85 percent of its foreign trade. 

 5 Fidel Castro, My Life (Simon & Shus-
ter, 2006, 2007).

Launching of the “Rectification” process in 1986, at Fidel Castro’s initiative, was a turn-
ing point in the Cuban Revolution. Working people answered the call to join volunteer 
brigades, like above, to build homes, clinics, schools and child care centers. The historic 
effort “remobilized and remoralized” working people, Mary-Alice Waters said.

Courtesy Gen. Moisés Sío Wong

Havana, 2004: Mary-Alice Waters with Gen. 
Moisés Sío Wong, then head of Cuba’s urban 
farm program, begun in 1990s to meet food  
needs during hardships of “Special Period.” 
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From the Escambray to the Congo: 
In the Whirlwind of the Cuban Revo-
lution by Víctor Dreke is one of Path-
finder’s Books of the Month for Septem-
ber. Dreke joined Cuba’s revolutionary 
movement as a high school student and 
became a Rebel Army fighter. He went 
on to be an internationalist combatant 
at the side of Che Guevara in the Congo. 
For years he has been a political leader 
at home and a representative of the Cu-
ban Revolution throughout Africa. Some 
of those who came to power in Escam-
bray after the triumph of the revolution 
became enemies of the new workers and 
farmers government. Dreke served as a 
commander of the volunteer battalions 
that defeated these counterrevolution-
ary bands. The excerpt is from “‘Lucha 
Contra Bandidos’ in the Escambray.” 
Copyright © 2002 by Pathfinder Press. 
Reprinted by permission. 

BY VICTOR DREKE
In Cuba at the triumph of the revo-

lution there were a half million illit-
erates, and there were another half 
million who were only semiliterate. 
That was the concrete situation. If 
one were to go to Pinar del Río or to 
the Escambray the situation was terri-
ble. There was no electricity, no run-
ning water — what little water there 
was came from wells. There were no 

Granma

Militia members in the Escambray learning to read and write in 1961. Land reform and 
literacy campaign benefited peasants, helping the volunteer fighters defeat counterrevo-
lutionary bandits, and deepened support to Cuba’s socialist revolution and its leaders.

stores. There were few radios, since 
you couldn’t even receive radio sig-
nals throughout much of these moun-
tainous areas. All this made the en-
emy’s job easier. ...

These counterrevolutionaries were 
concentrated in the Escambray. They 
worked on some peasants and man-
aged to recruit a few. At the same 
time, they also committed abuses 
in the areas where they functioned. 
They murdered peasants, they raped 
peasant women. They burned down 
schools and homes. So the peasants 
were terrorized; they were deathly 
afraid of the counterrevolutionaries. 
Some peasants joined them con-
sciously, of course, but others joined 
out of fear. This is how the counter-
revolutionary movement was built. …

One of those in charge of the agrarian 
reform there, for example, was the coun-
terrevolutionary Evelio Duque. Duque 
headed up INRA [National Institute of 
Agrarian Reform] in Sancti Spíritus, 
and he removed the compañeros who 
were revolutionaries from the agrarian 
reform and its leadership. He removed 
people like Commander Julio Castillo, 
a revolutionary who was highly re-
garded in Sancti Spíritus. Then Duque 
recruited others who, like himself, 
weren’t revolutionaries.

What did Duque do? He committed a 
series of injustices. He expropriated land 
that shouldn’t have been taken. Or else 
he extorted money in exchange for not 

expropriating someone’s land.
So the agrarian reform wasn’t im-

plemented as the commander in chief 
[Fidel Castro] and the revolutionary 
leadership had laid out in the Agrarian 
Reform Law. Nor as Che [Guevara] and 
the compañeros of the [Revolutionary] 
Directorate had done during the war. …

The conscious revolutionaries at 
that time were not yet Marxists or 
Leninists — and I’m not just speak-
ing about myself — but at least we 
wanted a revolution. We wanted to 
prevent the bourgeoisie from return-
ing to power. We wanted the poor to 
be in charge. We wanted racial equal-
ity. That’s what we were then.

But the fact is we gave the Escambray 
to the bandits as a gift during the first 
stage. That has to be said.

When the first clean-up operation 
began in 1960, when the army arrived, 
when Fidel arrived, the peasants re-
sponded, and entire battalions of peas-
ant militias from the Escambray were 
formed. The peasants asked for weap-
ons and they defended the Escambray. 
So what the enemy thought was going to 
be a den of thieves was, by determined 
revolutionary combat, turned into a bul-
wark of the revolution. …

The first clean-up operation in the 
Escambray ran from the end of 1960 
through the first months of 1961. But we 
had to withdraw our troops with a few 
bands still remaining. And then in April 
came Playa Girón.

We withdrew our troops early on in 
1961 because they had already been mo-
bilized for months. They were workers 
and peasants who had voluntarily left 
their workplaces and were absent from 
their jobs. Since they were taking part 
in the clean-up operation, they weren’t 
producing. It’s important to remember 
that the enemy used the counterrevolu-
tionary bands in the Escambray to try to 
drain the resources of the fledgling revo-
lution, which was fighting to resolve the 
country’s economic problems.

Most militia volunteers weren’t 
getting paid anything. For those who 
had jobs, their factories and work-
places continued to pay their wages 
to their families. …

All of them were there by their own 
choice. They were the volunteer forces 
of the people. …

These bandits were dependent on im-
perialism. We can’t look at the bandits 
in isolation, on their own, as just some 
group of crazies who took up arms. No, 
no, no. This was organized. They were 
being organized as a fifth column to 
back an invasion by the United States. 
An important mission was assigned to 
these bandits by Washington.

At the time of the first clean-up, the 
mission for which the bandits were be-
ing prepared was to attack and seize the 
main towns when the invasion came — 
Trinidad and all those little towns there 
— and to take the highways. In addition, 
within the cities it was expected that or-
ganized counterrevolutionaries would 
take up arms when the moment came.

In other words, all this was being di-
rected by imperialism.

What happened?
The commander in chief, Fidel, led 

the process of eliminating the bands pri-
or to Girón. The murder and harassment 
of peasants had to be stopped. What’s 
more, we knew an attack was coming. 
There had already been various types of 
sabotage actions by the bandits in differ-
ent regions. For example, near Trinidad 
they blew up fuel tanks.

We made the effort to rapidly clean 
up the Escambray, so we wouldn’t face a 
fifth column already armed and trained.

When the landing came at Girón, 
very few of the bandits remained. 
They were in flight. They were in hid-
ing. They controlled nothing. This 
was part of defeating the U.S. inva-
sion plan. The invaders were left 
without a rear guard. 
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Lift ban on ‘Militant’

As vote nears, working people face capitalist crisis

Continued from front page
is “dangerously inflammatory in that it advocates 
or encourages riots, insurrection, rebellion, organized 
prison protest, disruption of the institution, or the 
violation of the federal law, state law or Depart-
ment rules.” 

“The justification offered for the ban is unsupport-
ed by the article’s content,” Samuel Morley, general 
counsel of the Florida Press Association, wrote in an 
Aug. 18 letter to the Literature Review Committee op-
posing the banning of issue no. 30. “We do not believe 
it advocates any facility disruption or violation of the 
law,” he adds. “Rather, the decision appears to be arbi-
trary and irrational.” 

In response to a question from the Militant, Morley 
said he was not aware of impoundments of any other 
papers, like the Miami Herald and Orlando Sentinel 
that had carried coverage of COVID-19 outbreaks in 
Florida prisons. The Herald’s coverage included a re-
port of a prisoner on a hunger strike. It wasn’t banned. 

Florida state prison authorities gave the same reason 
for impounding issue no. 31, claiming the objection-
able article was “Workers Oppose Federal Cops, An-
tifa Violence in Portland.” The article opposes looting 
and violent attacks by groups like antifa in Portland, 
Oregon, and explains how this is an obstacle to build-
ing a broad-based movement to press for prosecu-
tion of cops who brutalize and shoot working people. 
Again, this is a topic the media has covered extensive-
ly. The Militant plans to appeal this suppression also. 

Word about recent impoundments of the Militant 
has gotten around among prisoners. “I am an inmate 
currently housed with a recipient of your newspaper,” a 
prisoner from Florida wrote to the Militant. “However, 
issue no. 30 was denied. I am a prison legal advocate 
and will grieve this issue at this institution,” he said, 
adding, “I would also like to receive the newspaper.”  

Supporters of political rights have been contact-
ing the Literature Review Committee urging them 
to overturn these impoundments. Among those 
that have sent letters are the Florida American Civ-
il Liberties Union and The Reporters Committee 
for Freedom of the Press. 

Over the past several years the Militant has fought, 
and in most cases been victorious in overturning im-
poundments by Florida prison authorities. From mid-
2017 to August 2019 they impounded almost three 
dozen issues, more than one-third of Militant issues 
printed over that time. 

They then stopped banning the paper for about eight 
months, until May of this year when issue no. 13 was 
impounded. Prison authorities claimed pictures of 
workers protesting with raised fists were “gang signs.” 
This was reversed. “No explanation,” Goldstein wrote 
in the appeal, “let alone a reasoned one, is ever given 
by the censoring FDOC officials as to what they actu-
ally find objectionable and why.” 

“Workers behind bars have the right to read differ-
ent viewpoints, to think for themselves and form their 
own opinions about political questions,” said Militant 
editor John Studer. “And the Militant is guaranteed the 
right to freedom of the press, to be able to send our 
paper to subscribers behind bars.”

Studer urged workers, unions, church groups 
and civil liberties organizations to write to the Lit-
erature Review Committee asking that these im-
poundments be overturned.

Send letters to Dean Peterson, Literature Review 
Committee, Florida Department of Corrections, 501 
South Calhoun Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399, or via 
email at Allen.Peterson@fdc.myflorida.com, with 
copies to the Militant. 

Fight for public works program 
SocialiSt workerS party Statement

ALYSON KENNEDY MALCOLM JARRETT

Continued from front page
alongside their fellow workers, taking part in the fight 
against attacks on wages and working conditions by 
the bosses. Our campaign urges a fight for: 

A crash, government-funded public works pro-
gram to put millions back to work at union-scale 
pay, to build hospitals, homes, schools and other 
things working people need today. This would un-
dercut bosses’ efforts to pit workers trying to hold onto 
a job against those of us thrown out of work.

This competition is used by employers to press us to 
accept wage cuts and worse conditions. Every step we 
take to lessen that conflict — that gets workers back 
on the job — provides a stronger foundation for build-
ing the fighting union movement we need. 

Demand the government provide weekly union-
scale benefits to all jobless workers, and other 
exploited producers — regardless whether we’re 
“permanent,” “temporary,” “self-employed,” or hold 
“papers” the rulers consider “legal.” We need regular 
payments we can depend on for as long as necessary, 
not short-lived “stimulus” handouts that Democrats 
and Republicans are quarreling over today. 

As bosses threaten more layoffs, seeking to protect 
profits in their dog-eat-dog competition, our unions 
should demand a shorter workweek at no cut in pay 
to spread the work around. Workers should not have 
our wages slashed and bear the burden of a calamitous 
crisis in order to safeguard the bosses’ profits. 

We need a union movement in every workplace! 

Acting as union organizers and joining together with 
co-workers on the job is the only way to fight boss at-
tacks on our jobs, wages, and dignity.

We need to fight for workers control of production 
and safety. This can be a school for the working class 
to gain the knowledge and self-confidence to run the 
whole economy in the interests of the vast majority. 
All jobs can be done safely, if the workers take control. 

These struggles will develop our class consciousness 
and provide the foundation for building a party of our 
own, a labor party, to defend the interests of all work-
ing people. A labor party would speak out in defense 
of all exploited and oppressed by capital and build soli-
darity with strikes like the one conducted by shipbuild-
ers in Bath, Maine, and struggles like the fight to bring 
the cops who shot Jacob Blake to account. 

All our struggles against the brutalities and exploi-
tation of capital point to the need for working people 
to use their own political party to fight to take political 
power into our own hands.

We have a living example today that shows our class 
is capable of doing so — the Cuban Revolution. Led 
by Fidel Castro and the July 26 Movement, Cuban 
workers and farmers took political power in 1959 and 
have wielded it since in the interests of the vast major-
ity. They say, “No one in Cuba is left on their own.”

Join us introducing workers to the party’s platform. 
It offers a realistic road forward to mobilize working 
people in our millions — the only force capable once 
and for all of putting an end to capitalist exploitation.

Continued from front page
pay cut, and countless more face lower incomes with 
their hours slashed. Evictions and foreclosures are ris-
ing. Thousands of restaurants and other small busi-
nesses have been wiped out altogether. 

La Jordana food pantry in Queens, New York, used 
to get groceries to 1,000 families a week before the 
pandemic. Now it tries to serve 10,000. 

In the midst of this crisis there is no agreement be-
tween the two ruling parties on a new aid package. 

In contrast to President Donald Trump and Demo-
cratic Party candidate Joe Biden, the Socialist Work-
ers Party presidential ticket of Alyson Kennedy and 
Malcolm Jarrett demand immediate, emergency relief 
for the working class, farmers, small shop owners and 
other exploited producers. 

Workers need a union movement in every work-
place, to fend off daily attacks by the bosses. We need 
to build a powerful working-class movement to fight 
for a government-funded public works program to cre-
ate jobs at union pay for all those thrown out of work, 
building medical centers, housing and other things 
working people need.

This kind of fighting labor movement would be the 
basis for workers to organize our own political party, 
a labor party, to strengthen our struggles and fight to 
take political power into our own hands.

Democrats: ‘It’s Trump!’
At their convention, the Democrats promoted one 

central theme — the problem is Trump. They call on 
progressives, Republican Never-Trumpers, and demo-
cratic socialists to unite to drive him out of the White 
House. Once in office, Biden promised, his adminis-
tration will “rebuild our economy.” But he offered no 
proposals to reverse the ruinous impact of unemploy-
ment today. A few days later, he told ABC News he’s 
ready to “shut down” the entire economy until the vi-
rus goes away. 

The Democrats’ anti-Trump theme, backed by the 
middle-class left, glosses over deepening divisions 
in their ranks. Earlier this year, Rep. Alexandria Oc-
asio-Cortez, a member of the Democratic Socialists 
of America, told New York magazine, “In any other 
country, Joe Biden and I would not be in the same 
party, but in America we are.” 

The democratic socialist wing of the Democrats 

would like to take over the party — something the rul-
ing capitalist families the party serves will most cer-
tainly prevent. These forces will have to form a party 
of their own, equally loyal to defending capitalism but 
with a more radical and socialist “face.” 

The Trump campaign hopes to make his manage-
ment of the capitalist economy a central issue in his 
reelection campaign. At the Republican convention 
Aug. 24 Trump said he  had produced “the most suc-
cessful economy in the history of our country.” 

Another major theme for the Trump campaign was 
highlighted by Vice  President Mike Pence, who said, 
“Law and order is on the ballot.” 

The Democrats and the liberal media do damage 
to the movement against police brutality by trying to 
credit anarcho-radicals engaged in damage and loot-
ing as part of the “protesters.” 

In a recent speech, Kamala Harris, the Democrats’ 
candidate for vice president, prettified these forces, 
referring to them as “mothers and veterans.” But pro-
testers against cop brutality in Portland, Oregon, have 
been attempting to separate their actions aimed at win-
ning prosecution of cops from the destructive violence 
of antifa and other forces that alienate working people. 

Many workers are turned off by calls by liberals 
to “defund the police,” as they face gang warfare and 
murders in cities across the country. They are outraged 
by the cop killings of Breonna Taylor and many more, 
and are ready to fight for justice in those cases, but 
don’t want to be left on their own when bullets start 
flying in their neighborhoods.

The Republican Party has been changed by Trump’s 
presidency. He was elected in 2016 not as a Repub-
lican, but as an outsider campaigning against the 
“swamp” in Washington. His term in office has been 
marked by his politics, not those of traditional Repub-
licanism. If he loses in November, Republicans will 
need to rebuild the party.

Between now and November, SWP campaign sup-
porters will reach far and wide among working people 
to introduce its candidates and working-class pro-
gram. They will continue to work with co-workers on 
the job to organize a union movement and build soli-
darity with strikes and other struggles in the interest 
of working people. This is the road forward to build a 
working-class movement that can lead millions to take 
power into our own hands. 

Fight prison ban on the ‘Militant’
Get out the word. Distribute copies of 
Militant articles on this fight.

Get statements of support from unions, 
churches and defenders of workers rights 
and free speech. Send to the Florida Depart-
ment of Corrections Literature Review Com-
mittee: AllenPeterson@fdc.myflorida.com. 
Send a copy to themilitant@mac.com

Send a check  to the Militant, 306 W. 37th 
St., 13th floor, New York, NY 10018, ear-
marked “Prisoners Rights Fight.” 
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