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By terry evans
With hundreds of thousands of 

workers continuing to lose their jobs 
every week and millions more still 
laid off from earlier this year, Presi-
dent Donald Trump and his Demo-
cratic challenger, Joe Biden, accuse 
each other of being responsible for 
this. 

Biden blames Trump for failing to 
shut down society even more to limit 
coronavirus. Trump says Biden is 
controlled by radicals who will de-
stroy the economy. Neither advances 
a concrete program to create the mil-
lions of jobs workers need, nor a seri-
ous plan to keep jobless benefits flow-
ing for those without work. 

Most importantly, neither sees 
action by working people and our 
unions to fight for jobs as the founda-
tion for combating the impact of the 
protracted economic and social crisis 
we’re living through. 

In contrast to Biden and Trump, 

By janet POst
In a sharp expansion of punishing 

U.S. government sanctions against 
Cuba’s revolutionary people, the State 
Department Sept. 23 announced a list 
of 433 hotels and housing properties 
U.S. tourists are now barred from 
using. The ban is justified by saying 
these properties are “owned or con-
trolled” by the Cuban government or 
members of the Cuban Communist 
Party leadership or their relatives. 

Almost all of the hotels in Cuba are 
state run, some in cooperation with 
foreign companies. In 2017 the Donald 
Trump administration restricted U.S. 
travelers from using 80 Cuban hotels. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Cuban government has only just be-
gun opening some airports and hotels 

By neD MeaseL
LOUISVILLE, Ky. — As National 

Guard tanks rolled through downtown 
streets here Sept. 23, Kentucky At-
torney General Daniel Cameron an-
nounced the decisions of the grand jury 
he convened on whether, and what, 
charges should be issued in the March 
13 police killing of Breonna Taylor. 

For months protests have taken 
place protesting the killing of Taylor, a 
26-year-old African American medical 
worker, who was shot to death in a mid-
night raid in her apartment.

One cop — Brett Hankison, who 
has been fired by the police depart-
ment here — was charged with felony 
wanton endangerment, not for killing 
Taylor, but for firing recklessly into a 
nearby apartment in the raid. The two 
other cops who shot at Taylor — Jona-
than Mattingly and Myles Cosgrove — 
were not charged at all.

Thousands here and across the coun-
try are outraged at the killing of Taylor 
and want to see someone held account-
able for her death. The fight is not over.

In the days before the grand jury’s 
announcement, government buildings 
were closed in Louisville, downtown 
business windows boarded up, and 
heavy concrete police barriers were 
placed in streets to cordon off a large 

By anthOny DutrOw
MIAMI — “Our party alone puts 

forward a program to address what 
working people are going through,” 
Socialist Workers Party presidential 
candidate Alyson Kennedy told a 
Sept. 25 Militant Labor Forum here, 
pointing to the deepening capitalist 
economic and social crisis working 
people face today.

“We call on workers and our unions 
to fight for a government-financed 
public works program putting people 
to work at union-scale pay — building 

By Brian wiLLiaMs
Supporters of both the rights of 

prisoners and freedom of the press 
are stepping up their efforts to urge 
Florida prison officials to reverse the 
banning of four recent issues of the 
Militant. The state’s Department of 
Corrections Literature Review Com-
mittee rejected the Militant’s appeal 
over the banning of the first of these 
issues, Vol. 84, No. 30. 

“The impoundment and rejection 

Continued on page 2

Fight continues to 
overturn Florida 
prison officials’ 
ban on ‘Militant’

By rOy LanDersen
After 50 straight days of protests, 

100,000 people marched in Minsk, 
the capital of Belarus, Sept. 27, de-
manding an end to the authoritarian 
and repressive regime of Alexander 

Lukashenko. Many more mobilized 
in more than 20 other cities. 

Over 200 protesters were arrested 
at the Minsk march, as the regime 
continues to try to suppress the pro-

Militant/Alyson Kennedy

From left, retired farmers John and Robert St. Martin, and farmer Karl Butts discuss crisis 
facing working farmers with SWP vice presidential candidate Malcolm Jarrett and presi-
dential candidate Alyson Kennedy, who took the picture, in Plant City, Florida, Sept. 28. 

Through our battles, workers 
can unite, transform ourselves

SocialiSt WorkerS 
Party Statement

This statement was issued by Aly-
son Kennedy, Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for president, Sept. 30.

My main opponents — President 
Donald Trump and Democratic chal-
lenger Joe Biden — both claim they 

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 4

Tut.By via Reuters

Mass protest Sept. 27 in Minsk demands ouster of repressive regime of Alexander Lukashenko.

Demand gov’t-financed public 
works program to create jobs
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Taxi and app-based driv-
ers alike are hard hit by gov’t 
shutdowns imposed after  
coronavirus outbreak. Yellow 
cab drivers, forced into debt 
to pay for medallions, are 
fighting to wipe out the debt. 
Battles like this can unite all 
drivers, whether cab, Uber or 
car service, in one union!

NY taxi drivers demand ‘Forgive the debt!’
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Striking grocery workers 
in Canada win solidarity 

Militant/Sara Lobman
Cab caravan organized by New York Taxi 
Workers Alliance Sept. 17 in New York City.
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after shutting them down in March. 
Secretary of State Michael Pompeo 

said in a statement, “Authorized travel-
ers should instead stay in private accom-
modations, or casas particulares, owned 
and operated by legitimately indepen-
dent entrepreneurs.” 

The Treasury Department also an-
nounced it will restrict “participating 
in and organizing certain public per-
formances, clinics, workshops, com-
petitions and exhibitions in Cuba,” 
unless you can get a special license 
from the government. 

In addition, the new measures restrict 
importation of Cuban alcohol and tobac-
co products into the U.S. 

The goal of the U.S. rulers’ attacks 
is to make Cuban workers and farm-

ers pay for their overwhelming sup-
port to their revolution.

The expanded government restric-
tions were publicly announced by 
President Trump, who appeared along 
with Vice President Mike Pence at an 
event in the White House to present 
awards to 23 Cuban American mer-
cenaries. They had been members of 
Brigade 2506, part of the U.S.-orga-
nized counterrevolutionary forces who 
invaded Cuba at Playa Girón (Bay of 
Pigs) in April 1961, seeking to over-
throw Cuba’s revolutionary govern-
ment. The invasion was organized by 
the Democratic administration of Pres-
ident John Kennedy and the CIA, and 
was defeated in less than three days by 
a mobilization of the Cuban people.  

Cuban President Miguel Díaz-
Canel responded that the U.S. rul-
ers’ tightened sanctions “violate the 
rights of Cubans and Americans. Its 
cruel and criminal policy will be de-
feated by our people, who will never 
renounce their sovereignty.” 

Washington’s decadeslong economic 
war against the workers and farmers of 
Cuba has been carried out by all 12 of 
the Democratic and Republican admin-
istrations since the victory of the revolu-
tion. Fidel Castro and the July 26 Move-
ment toppled the U.S.-back Fulgencio 

By BEVERLy BERNARdO
Striking Dominion grocery store 

workers — on the picket lines for over 
a month — held a noon-hour rally at the 
Quidi Vidi Dominion store in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, Sept. 24. Members of 
the Longshoreman’s Protective Union, 
Canadian Union of Public Employees, 
$15 and Fairness and others joined the 
striking Unifor Local 597 members on 
the line to show their support.

The strike is for higher wages, more 
full-time jobs and better benefits. It is 
one of the most important labor battles 
in North America today.  

The 1,400 members of Unifor Local 
597 at 11 Dominion stores across the 
Canadian province of Newfoundland 
went on strike Aug. 22. More than 80% 
of workers are classified as part time, 
with limited access to benefits, and they 
haven’t received a raise since 2018. 

They’re fighting to reverse an insult-
ing attack on their wages. In June the 
bosses at Loblaw Companies Limited — 
who own the Dominion grocery chain 
— cancelled a 2 Canadian dollar an 
hour raise ($1.52) given to workers when 
coronavirus exploded. The three-year 
contract bosses offered workers would 
only restore half that amount. The strik-
ers also demand sick pay. “This is es-
pecially important with the pandemic,” 
Local 597 President Carolyn Wrice said. 
Less than half of workers in Canada are 
entitled to paid sick days. 

Loblaw’s profits have soared by 
almost 21% in the first quarter com-
pared to last year. 

The largest private employer in Cana-
da, Loblaw is owned by Galen Weston, 
the third richest person in the country. 

The strike is being watched by work-
ers nationwide because Loblaw has 
contract talks coming up elsewhere. In 
Alberta, United Food and Commercial 
Workers Local 401 is in negotiations for 
some 8,500 workers at Real Canadian 
Superstore, also owned by Loblaw. 

Local 597 has been getting solidarity 
from other unions in the area, includ-
ing the Memorial University of New-
foundland Faculty Association, which 
encouraged its members to join striking 
workers on the picket line. Messages of 
support and donations to the Dominion 
workers strike should be sent to Unifor 
Local 597 at 301-55 Bond St., P.O. Box 
922 Station C, St. John’s, NL A1C 5L7, 
Canada, and info@unifor597.ca. 

Batista dictatorship Jan. 1, 1959. A trade 
embargo was imposed by President 
Dwight Eisenhower in 1960, expanded 
by Kennedy in 1962, and has been en-
forced ever since. 

Díaz-Canel spoke for Cuba at the U.N. 
General Assembly’s 75th session, Sept. 
22. “The aggressiveness of the blockade 
has reached a qualitatively higher level 
that further confirms its role as a con-
crete, determinant impediment to the 
functioning of our economy and the de-
velopment of our country,” he said. 

“We call for the unconditional end to 
the U.S. economic war against Cuba, 
for an end to all travel restrictions, and 
demand Washington get out of Guan-
tánamo,” Socialist Workers Party presi-
dential candidate Alyson Kennedy told 
the Militant. “The Cuban people have 
resisted the U.S. rulers’ efforts to over-
throw their revolution for over 60 years, 
and will continue to do so. 

“What the capitalist families that run 
the U.S. fear most is the example the 
Cuban Revolution sets for workers and 
farmers everywhere, especially in the 
U.S.,” Kennedy said. “The workers and 
farmers of Cuba showed us that with 
class solidarity and leadership, like they 
have in Cuba, it is possible to stand up 
to enormous might and seemingly im-
possible odds and to win.

Unifor Local 597

Grocery store workers, members of Unifor Local 597, picket Dominion store in Newfoundland, 
Canada. Some 1,400 have been on strike over past month against wage cut, for full-time work.

End Washington’s economic war against Cuba!
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25, 50, and 75 years ago

October 16, 1995
WARREN, Ohio — Failing to break 

the resolve of steelworkers on the picket 
line here, bosses at Warren Consolidated 
Industries announced September 29 it 
would temporarily suspend production. 
This is a major setback to the company’s 
efforts to run the mill with scab labor.

WCI’s announcement came after es-
calating violence by company goons in-
creased workers determination to stand 
up and fight. The violence itself was an 
indication of the increasingly desperate 
situation of the company, as its attempt 
to bust the unions have faltered.

Solid unity and the overwhelming 
support steelworkers have received in 
this highly unionized industrial town 
forced the company to retreat from its 
assault on the union. The WCI bosses 
have been taken aback by the unexpect-
edly strong resistance they have gotten 
from the workers and their supporters. 

October 16, 1970
NEW YORK— Four rat-infested, 

overcrowded municipal jails, their cells 
jammed with Black and Puerto Rican 
inmates most of whom are awaiting 
trial, became the setting last week for 
a full-fledged prison revolt as several 
thousand embittered prisoners seized 
hostages and laid down demands for 
lower bails, speedier trials and an end 
to intolerable conditions.

The rebellion erupted in the Long 
Island City branch of Queens House 
of Detention Oct. 1 and spread like a 
chain-reaction to jails in Brooklyn, 
Manhattan and Rikers Island.

Three thousand community residents 
demonstrated at the Brooklyn jail Oct. 
3 and it was clear that large segments of 
the community sympathized with their 
brothers inside. Some 80 percent of the 
residents of New York’s massive jail sys-
tem are Black or Puerto Rican. 

October 13, 1945
The drive of Allied imperialism to 

crush the rising colonial movement for 
independence in the Far East contin-
ued on the two fronts of Indo-China 
and Java. In both lands the imperialists 
sought a “truce” with nationalist forces.

In Java, the British made four land-
ings at Batavia. Some 1,700 liber-
ated Dutch prisoners of war have been 
armed. Another 10,000 Dutch troops 
are now en route from “Europe and 
America.” Dutch officials are shipping 
43,000 troops for action against the In-
donesian nationalists.

The picture in Indo-China is essen-
tially the same. A “truce” was negotiat-
ed with the Annamese nationalists. Be-
fore the “truce” was reached, the British 
in Saigon, using mortars, machine-guns 
and rifles drove the Annamese from the 
outskirts of the city. Two French battle-
ships arrived at Saigon October 3. 

NJ Militant Labor Forum 
discusses Belarus uprising

Militant/Roy Landersen

Hanna Sharko, spokesperson for Belarus Together, explained mass opposition to Lukashenko 
regime at New Jersey Militant Labor Forum Sept. 26. Joanne Kuniansky, left, spoke for SWP. 

By ROy LaNdeRseN
UNION CITY, N.J. — “I am here on 

political asylum. I was forced to leave 
because of repression in Belarus eight 
years ago,” Hanna Sharko, one of the 
leaders of Belarus Together, told a 
Militant Labor Forum here Sept. 26. 
Joanne Kuniansky, from the Socialist 
Workers Party, and John Studer, editor 
of the Militant, also spoke. 

Sharko’s parents had received a 
threatening visit by the KGB, the 
secret police, after she wrote an ar-
ticle critical of the dictatorial regime 
of Alexander Lukashenko. “I am too 
young to remember any other presi-
dent besides Lukashenko,” Sharko 
said, since the autocrat has held onto 
power for 26 years. In this year’s elec-
tion, his government “suppressed the 
rival candidates,” then claimed “80% 
voted for him, when in fact 80% were 
protesting against him.” 

“It is important for working people in 
the U.S. to support the protests to get rid 
of Lukashenko,” Kuniansky said. “We 
have common class enemies.” She noted 
that this capitalist ruler had called work-
ers “sheep” with no right to participate 
in politics and claimed “women have no 
place in public affairs. But today we see 
them leading the protests.”

“One of the ways the Belarus govern-
ment tries to control workers is through 
bonuses,” Kuniansky said, which for 
many make up almost half their wages. 
These payments can be “withheld if 
workers go on strike or otherwise op-
pose the government.” 

“I led a Militant reporting team to 
Ukraine in 2014 when the working-class 
Maidan revolution brought down the re-
gime,” Studer said. “We met and keep in 
touch with many fighters, coal miners, 
Crimean Tartars and others.” 

The team also visited Chernobyl, the 
scene of the 1986 nuclear meltdown. 
“Some 70% of the radioactive fallout 
from Chernobyl fell on Belarus,” Stud-
er said. “The Cuban government re-
sponded by organizing for over 25,000 
children with cancers from Chernobyl 
to come for free medical care over de-

cades.” This program “survived the 
collapse of the Soviet Union and Cu-
ba’s Special Period” of extreme short-
ages, because the Cuban people saw it 
as their internationalist duty. 

In the forum discussion, Aleksandr 
Khomchenko described Chernobyl’s 
“huge underlying impact on us, with 
so many getting sick or dying from 
it.” He said he worked in Belarus near 
the nuclear plant as an engineer for 
six months after the explosion. The 
government suppressed news of what 
had happened. But when he decided 
to protect his wife, who was pregnant, 
by leaving the area, he was told he had 
to turn in his Communist Party book. 
Khomchenko was blacklisted from 
any state employment after that, and 
left the country a few years later. 

Studer said the Chernobyl disas-

Protests across Belarus press to bring down regime

ter was a product of Stalinist disdain 
for working people, and the cover-up 
“helped strip bare people’s confidence 
in the government that supposedly rep-
resented working people.” 

Sergei Yermak, another participant 
originally from Belarus, said that while 
Lukashenko once had popular support, 
today it has shrunk to 5% or 10% and “a 
new generation has appeared.” 

tests since Lukashenko declared him-
self victor in Aug. 9 rigged presiden-
tial elections. 

Days earlier, thousands demon-
strated when news emerged of Lu-
kashenko’s behind-closed-doors inau-
guration. Drivers slowed or stopped 
cars to cause traffic jams, impeding 
police from breaking up the protests. 
Riot cops eventually used water can-
non and tear gas on demonstrators. 

“The inauguration didn’t really 
change anything,” Hanna Varsotskaya 
told the Militant in a Sept. 26 email from 
Minsk, “yet it gave an incentive to con-
tinue” the protests. It was also “a reason 
for laughter,” lifting up the spirits of 
those fighting to rid the country of the 
regime, she said. At the Sept. 27 march 
crowds of people chanted “Impostor!” 
Some mocked Lukashenko’s 26-year 
rule by wearing cardboard crowns. 

“For some time there has been a grad-
ual increase in violence” inflicted on 
demonstrators, she noted.

Thousands of demonstrators have 
been detained this year. The govern-
ment claims only five people have died 

at the hands of the cops. But more have 
“died after they returned home from de-
tention centers, because of gangrene or 
serious internal injuries, or in the hospi-
tals,” Hanna Sharko, a leader of Belarus 
Together in the New York region, told 
the Militant Sept. 28. “The exact num-
ber now is still hidden.” 

Some of those joining the Sept. 27 
action in Minsk chanted “Sviata is 
our president,” demonstrating their 
support for Sviatlana Tsikhanous-
kaya, the opposition candidate who 
is widely recognized as having won 
the election. Lukashenko jailed most 
opposition candidates to prevent them 
from running against him. 

His rule has become a political and 
social disaster for working people. 
Tsikhanouskaya, who ran after Lukash-
enko jailed her husband, calls for fresh 
elections and ran on a program of capi-
talist reforms. In the course of deepen-
ing struggles working people will have 
openings to forge their own leadership. 

In an interview posted on YouTube 
Sept. 25, miners’ leader Yuri Korzun, 
from the giant potash mining and pro-
cessing complex of Belaruskali, said 

strike actions around the country at 
the end of August pushed the regime 
back and “stopped the violence, tor-
ture and killings” for a time. 

But “shortly afterwards threats from 
the factories’ directors started,” he said. 
Bosses threatened they would make 
workers “financially responsible” for 
all the losses claimed by enterprises as 
a result of the strike action. When a ma-
jority of the workers went back to work, 
many organized to slow down produc-
tion by working to rule. 

Imperialist powers, Moscow rivalry 
On Sept. 29 French President Em-

manuel Macron met Tsikhanouskaya 
in Lithuania, where she is currently in 
exile. Macron, who is seeking to bolster 
French imperialism’s position in Eu-
rope, said he would press for the release 
of political prisoners in Belarus. 

Tsikhanouskaya has called for sanc-
tioning Lukashenko’s business con-
nections. She opposes sanctions aimed 
at the country as a whole, saying “ordi-
nary people will suffer most.” She has 
also emphasized that the protests are 
“not against Russia.” 

Russia is both the main market for 
products made in Belarus and Belarus’ 
main source for obtaining raw materi-
als and oil. Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has denounced European Union 
“meddling” in what he sees as the Rus-
sian rulers’ sphere of influence. 

For years Lukashenko ruled by play-
ing off European imperialist powers 
and Moscow against each other. Now 
the deep political crisis has forced him 
to rely more heavily on Moscow to help 
prop up his widely detested regime. 

Around 1,000 Russian paratroopers 
began exercises with Belarusian troops 
in Brest, near the Polish border, and in 
Grodno, near the Lithuanian border, 
soon after Lukashenko met with Putin 
in Sochi, Russia, Sept. 14. 

Moscow sees Belarus as a buffer 
against the expansion of the Washing-
ton-led NATO military alliance in East-
ern Europe. U.S. troops and tanks are in 
neighboring Lithuania and Estonia as 
part of long-term NATO exercises. The 
Pentagon also heads a NATO force sta-
tioned in Poland. 

Miners’ leader Korzun in his You-
Tube video said he wanted “our country 
to remain independent, and not be an-
nexed by Russia or any other country.” 
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or repairing hospitals, child care cen-
ters, schools that are safe for children 
and teachers, and public transporta-
tion. And for unemployment benefits 
for everyone who is out of work until 
they can find a job,” she said. 

Kennedy and running mate Malcolm 
Jarrett spent six days campaigning in 
Florida, talking to workers and farmers 
here and in small towns and rural areas. 

A lively discussion followed the can-
didates’ presentations. One participant 
noted that New York Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo forced nursing homes to accept pa-
tients infected with COVID-19, rapidly 
infecting other residents.

“Over 40% of the deaths from the 
coronavirus across the country have 
come from poorly maintained and un-
derstaffed nursing homes,” said Ken-
nedy. “This shows how the ruling class 
views those of us who they can no lon-
ger exploit as wage workers. We have no 
value to them.

“The bosses could care less whether 
we live or die. In Cuba, where workers 
and farmers took power in 1959, life is 
valued for workers at any age,” she said. 

Another participant asked Jar-
rett what he thought about reopening 
schools. “What’s called online educa-
tion isn’t education at all when there’s 
no live back-and-forth,” he replied. Jar-
rett pointed to Are They Rich Because 
They’re Smart? by Jack Barnes. The 
book explains, “The purpose of educa-

tion in class society is not to educate. It 
is to give ‘the educated’ a stake in think-
ing they are going to be different than 
— better than — other people who work 
all their lives.” 

“Unless teachers and their unions 
lead a fight to make schools safe,” Jarrett 
said, “there will be no way to guarantee 
the safety of children and teachers.” 

The day before the forum, Kennedy 
and Jarrett spoke with Walmart worker 
Cynthia Landy. Kennedy told Landy, a 
Militant subscriber, that she had heard 
about the fight cashiers waged for over 
two years at the store for floor mats. 

“‘They’re on order’ the bosses would 
say,” Landy reported, “but they never 
came.” Workers persisted and the mats 
arrived at the end of last year. “Fights 
like these give workers more confidence 
to fight,” Kennedy said. “It opens the 
door to organize a union.”

The key thing, Landy said, is workers 
“have to be able to trust each other.”

While campaigning in Lake Worth, 
Jarrett spoke with Tarris Iverson. “The 
police want to be right all the time, but 
they aren’t,” Iverson said. Iverson, a 
disabled laborer, pointed to the case of 
Corey Jones, a local musician killed in 
2015 by a plainclothes cop while Jones 
was waiting for a tow truck. The cop 
was convicted of manslaughter in 2019. 

“People setting fires, breaking win-
dows, and looting give the police an 
excuse to use violence against protest-
ers,” Iverson said, referring to actions by 

antifa, Black Lives Matter leaders and 
others. “The demonstrations would be 
larger without that because people don’t 
want to be shot by the police with rubber 
bullets or anything else.”

Jarrett agreed. “To put an end to po-
lice brutality will take a gigantic strug-
gle,” the vice presidential candidate said, 
“one that will not only take on police 
violence but the system that it originates 
from. Our campaign points to this as the 
road for working people — the road to 
a government of workers and farmers.” 

Amanda Ulman contributed to this ar-
ticle.

Communist League candidates 
reach out to prisoners
By MIKe TuCKer

AUCKLAND, New Zealand — An-
nalucia Vermunt, Communist League 
candidate for parliament for Manurewa, 
a working-class district in South Auck-
land, is taking advantage of a recent 
election law change to reach prisoners.

Inmates serving sentences of less than 
three years have the right to vote again. 
There are four prisons in the electorate, 
which is two-thirds Maori, Pacific Is-
lander or Asian. The CL is also running 
Patrick Brown, in Panmure-Otahuhu.

Vermunt asked to visit and speak to 
inmates about her campaign. Officials at 
one prison told her she could not speak, 
but they would distribute campaign lit-
erature. The campaign sent them 100 
copies of the election platform, which 
includes an ad for a half-price offer for 
prisoners to a subscription for the Mili-
tant and for Malcolm X, Black Libera-
tion, and the Road to Workers Power. 

Going door to door in Manurewa, 
Vermunt told Eileen Heremaia that the 
Communist League says workers need 
to build unions out of their struggles. 
“We needed a union where I was work-
ing,” said Heremaia, who was laid off 
during the coronavirus lockdown. 

“My campaign calls for the workweek 
to be reduced without any loss in pay, to 
counter layoffs,” Vermunt said.

Heremaia subscribed to the Militant. 
“My partner will like this,” she said. He 
works at a steel mill where the company 
is talking of laying off 200 workers. 

Militant/Ruth Harris

“I like the idea of workers acting together,” Michael Little, right, told  Socialist Workers 
Party campaigner Dan Fein Sept. 26 in Kankakee, Illinois. Little renewed his subscrip-
tion to the Militant and bought two books by SWP National Secretary Jack Barnes. 

By MAGGIe TrOWe
The Militant’s eight-week drive to 

sell 1,200 subscriptions kicked off 
Sept. 26. This effort to expand the 
reach of the paper during and after the 
2020 election is coupled with selling 
an equal number of books by Social-
ist Workers Party leaders and other 
revolutionists. Simultaneously, the 
Socialist Workers Party has launched 
its annual Party-Building Fund, with 
a goal of $120,000.

Party members are introducing the 
Militant and books to workers on their 
doorsteps in big cities, small towns 
and farm areas; on strike picket lines; 
at protests against police brutality; 
and to co-workers on the job.

Party branches are discussing high-
er, more ambitious quotas than in last 
spring’s drive to take advantage of the 
increased openness to the party’s po-
litical program. This was registered 
over the summer when party support-
ers met thousands of workers as they 
campaigned and won ballot status for 
the SWP presidential slate of Alyson 
Kennedy and Malcolm Jarrett in Col-
orado, Louisiana, Minnesota, Ten-
nessee, Vermont and Washington. If 
anything, there is more interest now. 

“In the course of a 16-day ballot 
drive in Tennessee in July and Au-
gust, campaigners not only gathered 
810 signatures, we sold 67 Militant 
subscriptions, 104 single copies of 
the Militant, 38 Pathfinder books, and 
won 11 endorsers for the Socialist 
Workers Party campaign, as well as 
getting $166 in contributions,” Susan 
LaMont from Atlanta told the Mili-
tant. “And we’re staying in touch with 
a number of the people who supported 
and helped us.” 

SWP: voice of working class
The SWP candidates are the only 

voice of the working class in the 2020 
elections. Their campaign platform 
— reprinted on page 5 — can be used 
by fellow workers to advance building 
a powerful working-class movement 
to fight against boss attacks on wages, 
safety and working conditions. The 
fall subscription drive and the elec-
tion campaign reinforce each other 
and help fellow workers see the need 
to break from the political parties of 
the capitalist rulers.

Every financial contribution to the 
fall Party-Building Fund — large and 
small — makes it possible to carry 
out the work of the SWP. Workers and 
working farmers are the bedrock of 
financing everything the party does.

On the first day of the fall drive 
Ruth Harris and Dan Fein knocked on 
the door of Michael Little in Kanka-
kee, Illinois, an hour south of Chica-

go. “The Militant? Am I glad to see 
you!” said Little. “I got a subscription 
a year ago and read the paper.” Little 
is a member of the AFSCME govern-
ment employees union and a patient 
assistant in a mental health facility. 

They discussed the importance of 
the fight that nurses and other hospital 
workers at the University of Illinois 
hospital complex waged, winning 
their strike for hiring more nurses and 
some wage increases for other hos-
pital employees. “Solidarity works,” 
Harris said. 

“I like the idea of workers acting 
together,” Little replied. “We can 
change things.” 

Little renewed his subscription to 
the Militant and got two books by 
SWP National Secretary Jack Barnes 
— Are They Rich Because They’re 
Smart? and Malcolm X, Black Libera-
tion, and the Road to Workers Power.

Little smiled and said, “You may 
have noticed my last name, I’m relat-

ed to Malcolm.” Malcolm X was born 
Malcolm Little. 

“I like your energy and enthusi-
asm,” he said. 

Little’s reaction is not unusual.
“We got off to a strong start selling 

five subscriptions to workers we met 
during the visit to Florida by Alyson 
Kennedy and Malcolm Jarrett,” An-
thony Dutrow from Miami told me 
Sept. 28. “Campaigning among agri-

SWP candidates 
tour schedule

Sept. 29 - Oct 4 
Kennedy - Atlanta; Jarrett - D.C.

Oct. 6 - 10 
Kennedy - Phila.; Jarrett - Pittsburgh

Oct. 13 - 18 
New York City/N. New Jersey

Oct. 20 - 24 
Kennedy - Louisville; Jarrett - Albany

Oct. 27 - Nov. 1 
Kennedy - Chicago;  Jarrett - Twin Cities
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on the picket line
Help the Militant cover labor struggles around the world!  

This column is dedicated to spreading the truth about workers’ struggles for a union 
movement in every workplace today. It gives a voice to those engaged in battle and 
helps build solidarity. We need your help to make it a success. If you are involved in 
a skirmish or strike or know other workers who are, please contact me at (212) 244-
4899 or themilitant@mac.com. We’ll work together to ensure your story gets told.

— Roy Landersen

Militant/Steve Penner

Day care workers rally at Quebec Families Ministry Sept. 21 in support of 10,000 at-home 
day care workers on province-wide rotating strikes since Sept. 1 for better pay, conditions.

Socialist Workers Party updated 2020 platform
workers need a union MoVe-

MenT in eVery workplace. The 
Socialist Workers Party presents a 
fighting working-class program to 
build and use our unions to defend the 
interests of all working people. We 
need to fight growing employer at-
tacks on our jobs, wages and working 
conditions. Build solidarity with work-
ers’ struggles to organize and defend 
themselves. Use union power on our 
own behalf, and for all those suffering 
blows by the bosses and their govern-
ment. One union for all drivers — taxi, 
Uber, Lyft and other app-based and car 
service drivers! 

Millions need JoBs Today! 
Our unions need to fight for a federal 
government-financed public works 
program to put millions to work at 
union-scale wages building hospitals, 
schools, housing, mass transportation 
and much more that workers need. 
Fight for a sliding scale of hours and 
wages to stop layoffs and the effects 
of runaway prices. Cut the workweek 
with no cut in pay! For cost-of-living 
clauses in every contract that raise pay 
and retirement benefits to offset every 
rise in prices!

Demand immediate national govern-
ment unemployment benefits at union 
scale for all those thrown out of work 
as long as they need it.

workers need THeir own par-
Ty, a laBor parTy. For our  unions to 
lead a class break from the parties of the 
bosses, the Democrats and Republicans. 
A labor party can organize workers in 
our millions to fight in our own interest 
and in the interests of all those exploited 
and oppressed by capital. It can chart a 
course to take political power out of the 
hands of the capitalist rulers and estab-
lish a workers and farmers government.

workers conTrol oF produc-
Tion. Workers need to fight to wrest 
control of production out of the hands 
of the bosses. Employers care about 
profits, not the dangerous conditions 
we’re forced to work under. This is the 
only road to take control of and enforce 
safety and health on the job. Demand 
the bosses open their books for inspec-
tion by workers and consumers. Work-
ers control of production is a school for 
learning to run the economy ourselves, 
in the interests of all producers, a cru-
cial step alongside building a labor 
party to fight to take political power.

FarMers — workers allies on 
THe land. To put a halt to farm fore-
closures, bankruptcies and skyrocket-
ing rural debt, we support demands for 
nationalization of the land. This puts 
the soil at the service of the farmers 
who till it, as opposed to monopoliza-
tion by the banks and landlords. We de-
mand the government guarantee farm-
ers their costs of production, including 
their living expenses.

aMnesTy For all undocuMenT-
ed iMMiGranTs in the US, a life-and-
death question for the unions to unite 
workers and cut across divisions the 
bosses use to drive down wages. For 
access to driver’s licenses for all.

oppose wasHinGTon’s wars. 
US hands off Iran, Venezuela and 
Cuba. US troops out of Afghanistan, 
Korea, the Middle East. End US colo-
nial rule in Puerto Rico.

For recoGniTion oF israel & oF 
a conTiGuous palesTinian sTaTe. 
The leaders of Arab states, of Israel and 
Palestinian leaders need to meet and 
recognize both the state of Israel and 
an independent Palestinian state. For 
the right of Jews to return to Israel as 
a refuge in the face of capitalist crisis, 

Jew-hatred and murderous violence.
cuBa’s reVoluTion — an eXaM-

ple. The Cuban Revolution in 1959 
showed it is possible for workers and 
farmers to transform themselves in 
struggle, to take political power and 
uproot capitalist exploitation. End the 
US rulers’ economic war against Cuba; 
US out of Guantánamo. 

HealTH care For all. Fight for 
universal, government-guaranteed 
cradle-to-grave health care, and retire-
ment income for all.

FiGHT police BruTaliTy! Demand 
that cops who kill and brutalize people 
be prosecuted. Fight racist discrimi-
nation and the entire capitalist injus-
tice system, with its frame-ups, “plea 
bargains,” onerous bail and “three 
strike” prison sentences, all of which 
disproportionately hit workers who 
are Black. For the right to vote for ex-
prisoners and all workers behind bars.

woMen’s riGHT To aBorTion. 
Defend women’s right to unrestricted 
access to family planning services, in-
cluding the right to safe, secure abor-
tions.

deFend poliTical riGHTs. De-
fend the right to vote, to free speech 
and assembly and to bear arms, under 
attack from Democrats and Repub-
licans alike. Defend freedom of wor-
ship. Stop FBI and other government 
spying, harassment and disruption. No 
to middle-class radical “cancel cul-
ture” and their efforts to shut up people 
they deem “politically incorrect.” 

deFend riGHTs oF prisoners. 
End solitary confinement. End sup-
pression of the Militant, books and 
other newspapers by prison authori-
ties. Abolish the death penalty, an an-
ti-working-class weapon in the hands 
of the rulers.

10,000 Quebec day care workers 
strike for better wages, conditions

MONTREAL –— Some 1,000 day 
care workers from across Quebec ral-
lied in front of the offices of Family 
Minister Mathieu Lacombe here Sept. 
21. Ten thousand  at-home day care 
workers were forced out in a province-
wide strike. They chanted in French, 
“So- so- so-solidarity” and “The battle 
will continue.” 

The Federation of Early Childhood 
Workers of Quebec, the strikers’ union, 
calculates its members make 12.42 Ca-
nadian dollars an hour ($9.32), below 
Quebec’s minimum wage of CA$13.10, 
but the government is offering an in-
crease of only 41 cents. Workers are de-
manding CA$16.75. 

Some 2,500 day care workers’ jobs 
are vacant today, as many have quit over 
the low pay and poor conditions. 

“We know that we deserve better,” 
Khadija Bounit, a day care worker, told 
the Militant at the rally. “We find this 
unjust, to receive less than the mini-
mum wage, given the contribution that 
we make to society.” 

Anne Dionne, a vice president of 

the Centrale des Syndicats du Quebec 
(CSQ), spoke at the rally. She told the 
Militant that home day care workers 
“work up to 55 hours a week from 7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.” with each one looking after as 
many as six children. 

Workers have been without a contract 
for 18 months. On Sept. 1 they began a 
series of rotating strikes. “We want to be 
respected and have our work be recog-
nized at its fair value,” Lili Illoul told the 
Militant at a Sept. 11 picket in front of 
the minister’s office. 

The union is demanding arbitration 
but the government has refused. 

— Steve Penner

Southern Indiana casino workers 
fight for new contract

ELIZABETH, Ind. — Members of 
UNITE HERE Local 23, Teamsters 
Local 89 and International Union of 
Operating Engineers Local 399, all of 
whom are in contract negotiations with 
Caesars casino here, carried out a march 
through the casino as well as informa-
tional picket lines Sept. 4.

The workers are demanding a wage 
raise and improved health care cover-
age. They were laid off when the casi-

nos were shut down in March because of 
coronavirus and then reopened June 15.

“After our contract expired Feb. 1,” 
David Moore, 47, a slot machine rep for 
23 years at Caesars, told the Militant, the 
bosses “offered us a 13-cent raise!” 

Another big issue for workers is the 
expensive medical insurance, since 
many “can’t afford to go to the doctor 
because the deductible is several thou-
sand dollars,” Moore said. “In 2001 I 
had cancer and went through surgery 
and treatments and I only paid $2,000 
out of pocket. But a few years ago I had 
my gall bladder removed and it took me 
two years to pay for it.” 

The same day, the unionists held an 
all-day honk-and-wave informational 

picket in the parking lot of Daisy’s 
Country Kitchen, a popular eatery in 
New Albany, which most people drive 
past on their way to the casino.

— Maggie Trowe

Norway bus drivers strike 
demands living wage

OSLO, Norway — “We are on strike 
because we can’t live on our low wag-
es,” Rauf Husain, a local bus drivers’ 
union leader here, told the Militant. “Ev-
erything we buy has gone up, and our 
wages haven’t kept up.”

In the most important national strike 
in over 20 years, 8,500 bus drivers in 
four unions shut down bus transporta-
tion Sept. 26 in Norway. They are fight-
ing for a living wage and more time to 
check the safety of the buses they drive. 

The various employers under the na-
tional NHO Transport federation say 
that declining income due to the coro-
navirus means they cannot give the bus 
drivers a wage increase. They threat-
ened the unions with layoffs. 

Ninety percent of bus drivers in Oslo 
are immigrants, from 87 countries. 
Strikers here at the Jernkroken bus ter-
minal, base for 450 drivers, were eager 
to tell the Militant Sept. 26 about the 
myriad problems they face on the job. 

Inamulhaq Inam, a bus driver for four 
years, said the unions won agreement 
from employers in 2007 to gradually in-
crease bus drivers’ wages to the level of 
industrial workers. “They have not lived 
up to the agreement,” he said. “With 
three children, I can’t live on” wages of 
only 24,000 kroner a month ($2,600). 

The drivers work split shift, and those 
that live outside of Oslo have to pay tolls 
four times a day to drive to and from 
work in the morning and afternoon, 
Ahmed Abdelkefi, an immigrant from 
Tunisia, pointed out. 

In response to the employers’ claim 
of budget woes, Husain said that the 
company bosses make “over 3 million 
kroner a year. It is we who do the work. 
They believe we are slaves.” He con-
cluded, “We are going to hold out until 
we win our demands.” 

— Greg McCartan

$16

pathfinderpress.com

$16

Teamster 
Rebellion  
by Farrell Dobbs 
How a class-struggle 
leadership of the 
Teamsters union in 
Minneapolis in 1934 
showed how to fight 
— and win — strike 
battles in midst of 
depression.  $16

pathfinderpress.com
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Continued from front page

Dire forebodings about Senate confirmation of President Donald 
Trump’s nomination of Amy Coney Barrett for the U.S. Supreme Court 
fill the pages of the liberal media. Liberals insist she would cement a 
conservative majority on the court that would form an impenetrable 
barrier to social progress and destroy workers’ access to government-
funded health care, Social Security and the right to have an abortion. 

But whether it is filled with liberals or conservatives, the high court 
will continue doing what it has always done — defending the class 
interests of the ruling capitalist families.

The attitude working people should take towards the Supreme Court 
was taken up by Socialist Workers Party leader James P. Cannon after 
then-President Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 1937 moved to greatly ex-
pand the number of Supreme Court judges and stack it so they would 
rule as he told them. This is something Democratic Party leaders say will 
have to be done if they win both the presidency and the Senate. 

“We are 100% against the ridiculous illusion that the addition of a half 
dozen more exponents of the capitalist system to that judicial body will do 
away with the class struggle or materially affect the relationship between 
the workers and their exploiters in any way whatever,” Cannon wrote. 

“The Supreme Court, like all other political and judicial institutions in 
modern society, is a class instrument, pure and simple,” he said. Its rulings 
are shaped by “the nature of its essential function as a protecting barrier of 
the system of private property and private profit.” 

Working people cannot win concessions “without the most determined 
struggle,” Cannon said. “And a genuine rectification of the gross inequali-
ties and injustices of capitalism is to be attained only by the development 
of these struggles to their logical and inevitable climax — the revolution-
ary overthrow of capitalism. A ’liberal’ Supreme Court can’t and won’t aid 
these struggles. And a ‘reactionary’ Supreme Court can’t stop them.” 

Cannon wrote these words as the class struggle was on the rise and 
millions of workers were building and using unions in strikes, sit-ins 
and other battles. That made it easier for workers to see that continu-
ing on this course was the road forward.

Today, horror stories about what will happen if the Republicans 
win the presidency and fill Supreme Court justice seats that arise is 
stock in trade for liberals looking for any way to get workers to hold 
their nose and vote for the “lesser evil.”

“The development of the workers’ power to attain their historic aims — 
the abolition of capitalism and all its institutions, including the Supreme 
Court — that is the real business of the intelligent workers,” Cannon said. 

Working people have no stake in the outcome of Barrett’s confirma-
tion. As Cannon points out, what is key for us is strengthening our 
own struggles and learning to rely on our own forces — not arguing 
over how we can turn the black-robed robbers for the ruling class that 
sit on the court into an ally of the working class.

— terry evans

Biden, Trump defend bosses
and to Democrats and Republicans of 
every stripe, “jobs are needed now,” 
Alyson Kennedy, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for president, told the 
Militant, “as well as ample govern-
ment aid for all who need it, as long as 
they need it. 

“My campaign calls for workers and 
our unions to fight for a government-
funded public works program that can 
put millions back to work at union-scale 
pay to build homes, hospitals, schools 
and other things working people urgent-
ly need,” Kennedy said. 

“And wherever bosses are threaten-
ing yet more layoffs, like on the air-
lines, Amtrak and elsewhere, workers 
need to fight for a shorter workweek 
to spread jobs around, with no cut in 
pay,” she added.

Tens of millions of workers also face 
loss of job-related health care, with the 
burden falling heaviest on the backs of 
workers who are Black and Hispanic. 
Bosses claim they can’t afford to keep 
paying the giant insurance monopolies 
— whose profits have soared as their 
payouts fell, as hospitals and clinics 
cancelled surgeries and procedures to 
make insufficient beds available for 
coronavirus patients. Insurance com-
pany bosses refuse to give anyone a 
break, especially small businesses. 

Biden says he wants to resurrect 
Obamacare, which was passed when he 
was in office. Trump says the free mar-
ket will solve the problem. Neither is a 
solution, nor touches the real problem.

“In the U.S. there is no such thing 
as health care, there is only health in-
surance, a big and profitable capitalist 
industry,” Kennedy said. “The bosses 
have closed hospitals, turned nursing 
homes deadly, and now are shutting off 
insurance to millions.

“The Socialist Workers Party fights 
for universal, government-guaranteed 
cradle-to-grave health care, and re-
tirement income for all, as a human 
right,” she said.

Inflation — especially the cost of 
food, home supplies and other neces-
sities — eats deeper into the purchas-
ing power of working people. The gov-
ernment lies about this, averaging out 
these crucial rising costs with other 
prices that working people aren’t us-
ing, like air travel and hotel rates, to 
claim inflation is just 1.3%. 

“We say workers and our unions 
should fight for escalator clauses in 
every contract to assure that our wag-
es go up each and every time prices 
rise,” SWP vice presidential candi-
date Malcolm Jarrett said. “And for 
similar protections to cover all work-
ers who are retired, on pensions or 
Social Security.”

One “industry” where bosses are 
engaged in a hiring spree is for “repo” 
men. As governments at all levels are 
shutting down special programs that 
have deferred evictions, the rulers are 
gearing up to collect outstanding loans 
and repossess housing and more. 

‘Don’t let deplorables do it again’
Liberals are determined to prevent 

working people, those that Hillary 
Clinton labeled a “basket of deplora-
bles” for putting Trump in the White 
House in 2016, from doing the same 
again this November. They consider 
working people not only worthless, 
but increasingly dangerous.

“Tens of thousands” of Trump sup-
porters will stand outside polling 
booths Nov. 3, “to create a climate 
of menace,” warns New York Times 
columnist Frank Bruni. This simply 
can’t be a fair election, he says, be-
cause “a metastasizing segment of 
the population” lacks any “decency.” 
They’re putting the country “on the 
precipice of being ungovernable.” 

Another Times pundit, Thomas Ed-
sall, points to one special group of de-
plorables he blames for Trump’s elec-
tion, those he calls “missing whites” 
— workers who are Caucasian and who 
can’t usually stomach voting for either 
Democrats or Republicans. 

AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar

Food banks, like Pittsburgh Community Food Bank volunteers, above, have been overwhelmed 
as exploding unemployment, cuts in gov’t aid, put workers against the wall. socialist Workers 
Party campaign backs workers’ struggles to defend jobs, wages, safe working conditions.  

The liberals are becoming more 
hysterical as each day passes, deter-
mined to use all means necessary to 
deny Trump a second term. Their 
course threatens the political rights 
working people have conquered in 
centuries of struggle.

“Neither the Democrats nor Repub-
licans point a way forward for work-
ers and farmers. They can’t. They are 
the twin parties of the capitalist rul-
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ers. They exist to defend the power 
and privilege of the ruling families,” 
Jarrett said.

“That’s why working people need to 
build our own party, a labor party, based 
on our fighting unions,” Jarrett said. “To 
speak in the interests of all those who 
are exploited and oppressed by capital-
ism and to use to organize millions of 
working people to take political power 
into our own hands.”

History comes from class struggle, not the Supreme Court
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Midwest farmers face crisis of mounting debt, bankruptcies
By JOe SwanSOn

LINCOLN, Neb. — Rising debts and 
plummeting incomes are forcing more 
farmers to file for bankruptcy, despite 
the likelihood that federal payments 
supposedly to compensate farmers will 
hit record levels. 

About 580 farmers filed for Chap-
ter 12 bankruptcy protection in the 
12-month period that ended June 30 — 
8% more than a year earlier.

Vernon Jantzen, a leader of the Ne-
braska Farmers Union and president of a 
council that operates a hotline for farm-
ers in distress, told the Militant, “I’ve 
have had a tremendous increase in calls 
in the last few months from farmers.

“The small amount of federal aid 
farmers received has wound up for per-
sonal family needs with little or nothing 
left for payment to lenders and other 
farm expenses,” he said. “A large per-
centage of the government aid went to 
the agriculture production companies 
and big landowners.” 

Like most small farmers, Jantzen de-
pends on working a job to supplement 
the income he gets from a 200-acre farm 
near Beatrice. He drives a school bus 
and a grain delivery truck part time.

“Farmers have struggled with the low 
prices of farm commodities for the last 
six years,” he said. “Then the pandemic 
hit. There are two tracts that farmers 
supply: one, to all the grocery stores, 
and the other to schools and restaurants. 
When they both were shut down, it was 
a double whammy.” 

Earlier in the year, some farmers 
were forced to euthanize livestock when 
packinghouse owners shuttered plants 
after bosses failed to do anything to pre-
vent the spread of coronavirus to work-
ers on the shop floor. 

“It was a blow to farmers with the 
slowdown in production,” Jantzen said, 
“but it was criminal what the govern-
ment and the packing plant employers 
did, forcing workers to produce with-
out strict safety measures for protection 
against the virus.” 

According to the American Farm Bu-
reau Federation, farm income from the 
sales of crops and livestock has fallen 
by $12 billion since last year. Moreover, 
farm debt and debt-to-asset levels con-
tinue to climb. 

The Department of Agriculture is to 
hand out a second round of “pandemic” 
aid amounting to $13 billion. But some 
two-thirds of the previous round of pay-
ments ended up in the pockets of the top 
10% of recipients. 

Betty Lennington, 74, a retired farm-
er who lives near Tekamah, is concerned 
about the increasing drought conditions 
on her now rented-out bottomland farm 
of almost 300 acres. It stands near the 
Missouri River and was flooded in 2019. 

“Flooding, low corn prices, a world 
pandemic, and now drought conditions 
on unirrigated land is becoming a disas-
ter,” Lennington told the Militant. 

The drought “can upset the pollina-
tion cycle and ruin the corn harvest,” she 
pointed out. 

Damage to farmers’ land, crops and 

livestock as a result of storms, floods 
and drought happens many times over. 
But these natural disasters have nothing 
to do with the ruin working farmers face 
as a result of their exploitation by capi-
talist bankers and monopolies.

In order to buy land and meet the 
rising costs of seed, livestock, ma-
chinery and other operating expens-
es, farmers must borrow to have any 
chance of making it. Farmers’ “own-
ership” of the land becomes a form of 
their exploitation. Interest payments 
to the bankers holding their mort-

gages is the principal way they are 
squeezed by the capitalist class. 

They also face the big-input food pro-
cessing and distribution companies that 
dictate to farmers the price they will pay 
for seed and fertilizer, and the price they 
will get for what they produce. 

If little profit is made in a given year, 
the farmer will be forced to use some 
of the money normally spent carrying 
out farm production for personal con-
sumption. If this situation persists for 
any period of time, working farmers 
are forced off the land.

In the face of conditions that are 
driven by capitalism’s debt and mort-
gages system, the Socialist Workers 
Party 2020 campaign demands imme-
diate government relief to fully cover 
farmers’ production costs, including 
living expenses for themselves and 
their families.

The party’s platform calls for an end 
to all foreclosures and the nationaliza-
tion of the land, guaranteeing its con-
tinuing use by those who live on and till 
it, not “repo” seizures by absentee bank-
ers, landowners or capitalist farmers.

“This is the only way farmers can 
protect themselves and ensure they can 
work the land,” Alyson Kennedy, the 
SWP’s candidate for president, told the 
Militant. “Any movement by the work-
ing class to defend our own interests 
must be based on forging an alliance 
with farmers — who are exploited by 
the same capitalists as we are.” 

anger at lack of charges in Taylor killing fuels debate
Continued from front page
part of downtown to traffic. The day 
before the announcement, Louisville 
Mayor Gregory Fischer enacted a 9 p.m. 
to 6:30 a.m. curfew that lasted five days. 
Every night every cellphone in Louis-
ville received a loud alarm signal and an 
order to obey the curfew. 

After Cameron’s announcement, 
small groups organized to break win-
dows and vandalize shops in the High-
lands neighborhood. Two police officers 
were shot and wounded at an action 
downtown. Most working people re-
spected the curfew and stayed away, be-
cause of the record of vandalism, loot-
ing, shootings and harassment of diners 
and others in the city associated with 
protests over the past months. Black 
Lives Matter Louisville organizer Reece 
Chenault threatened, “There is going to 
have to be an increased level of discom-
fort” for people here going forward. 

The grand jury decisions
The laws are written, and were pro-

moted by the attorney general, first and 
foremost to protect the cops at all costs.

When the Louisville cops broke down 
Taylor’s door, and busted their way into 
her apartment, her boyfriend, Kenneth 
Walker, was convinced they were in 
danger. He picked up his gun, which he 
was carrying legally, and fired, hitting 
Mattingly. The cops responded with a 
hail of 32 bullets, killing Taylor.

In Kentucky, like in most states, the 
law stipulates that if someone fires a gun 
at police, no matter the circumstances, 
the police are justified in returning fire, 
no matter how lethal the results.

This is why the attorney general said 
no charges were filed in Taylor’s killing.

There remain many questions about 

the killing, about the conduct of the cops 
and about how the attorney general pre-
sented the findings of the grand jury. 
One grand jury member filed a suit Sept. 
28 charging that Cameron misrepresent-
ed their deliberations and did not, as he 
claimed, offer them the option to indict 
the two cops who killed Taylor. She said 
she wanted the transcript of their delib-
erations made public and to be freed to 
speak about what happened. Taylor’s 
family also called for it to be released.

Cameron said he would grant both 
requests, but then announced he want-
ed to wait at least a week to protect 
witnesses’ identities.  

a case watched across the country
Rightly so, Breonna Taylor has be-

come a household name and symbol of 
the fight against police brutality, partic-
ularly toward African Americans, and a 
focus of anger against police impunity. 
The fight for justice around her killing 
has won international attention.

But, in the absence of working-class 
leadership from unions, churches and 
other mass organizations, many protests 
here have targeted Caucasians, restau-
rant owners and others, as opposed to 
demanding the cops be held account-
able. The actions have been organized 
in ways that encouraged indisciplined 
and violent acts. Groups carrying arms 
have been allowed to participate, open-
ing the door to retaliation by cops and 
right-wing groups. 

Vandalism, looting, and attacks on 
police by protesters have occurred. 
Downtown Louisville, once a thriv-
ing center of restaurants, stores and 
museums, is a boarded-up, graffiti-
scarred ghost town.

There was the potential here to build 

broad, disciplined protests to involve 
tens of thousands of working-class 
people of all races and nationalities who 
oppose the police killing of Taylor and 
others. Examples of what was possible 
started to happen early on, before these 
actions were hijacked by petty-bour-
geois violence mongers and race-baiters 
who have contempt for working people. 
But the opening to mobilize the broad 
social pressure needed to hold the cops 
and city officials accountable has been 
badly damaged and squandered.

Middle-class radicals in and around 
organizations like Black Lives Matter 
have encouraged race-baiting, confron-
tations with police, and provocative 
armed bravado. And they have present-
ed this as revolutionary. 

This narrows the space for increas-
ing an understanding that police bru-
tality is an essential component of the 
continued rule of the capitalist class 
and its government. 

The rulers here recognize that the 
cop killing of Breonna Taylor aroused 
the attention of tens of thousands. 
This is reflected in the decision of the 
city government to settle a civil case 
brought by Taylor’s family and pay 
them $12 million and agree to some 
police-related reforms.

Charges against the cops and other 
authorities remain possible. A federal 
investigation continues, including the 
possibility of charges based on the 
cops’ violation of Taylor’s constitu-
tional rights. There are many ques-
tions about the killing that remain 
unanswered. The discussion of police 
brutality and the killing of Breonna 
Taylor is not over, and the need for 
the working class to put its stamp on 
whatever comes next isn’t either.

Kenneth Ferriera/Omaha World-Herald via AP 

Nebraska hog farmer Jim Bartling feared he would have to euthanize pigs like fellow farmers 
when packinghouse bosses shut plants in April. More farmers are filing for bankruptcy today. 
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Working Farmers 
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capital.”
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Burkinabe women building terrace to prevent spread of the desert, 1986. Revolution led by 
Thomas Sankara mobilized peasants, workers, women to take control of their lives, country.

Thomas Sankara Speaks is one of 
Pathfinder’s Books of the Month for 
October. Sankara was the exemplary 
leader of a revolution in Burkina Faso, 
one of the poorest countries in Africa, 
from 1983 to 1987. His speeches ex-
plain how the peasants and workers of 
this West African country established a 
popular revolutionary government and 
began to fight the hunger, illiteracy, and 
economic backwardness imposed by 
imperialist domination, and the oppres-
sion of women inherited from millennia 
of class society. The excerpt is from 
“Imperialism Is the Arsonist of Our For-
ests and Savannah,” a speech given by 
Sankara on Feb. 5, 1986, in Paris at the 
First International Silva Conference for 
the Protection of the Trees and Forests. 
Copyright © 2007 by Pathfinder Press. 
Reprinted by permission.  

BY THOMAS SANKARA
My homeland, Burkina Faso, is 

without question one of the rare coun-
tries on this planet justified in calling 
itself and viewing itself as a distil-
lation of all the natural evils from 
which mankind still suffers at the end 
of this twentieth century.

Eight million Burkinabè have pain-
fully internalized this reality for twenty-
three years. They have watched their 
mothers, fathers, daughters, and sons 

die, with hunger, famine, disease, and 
ignorance decimating them by the hun-
dreds. With tears in their eyes, they have 
watched ponds and rivers dry up. Since 
1973 they have seen the environment 
deteriorate, trees die, and the desert in-
vade with giant strides. It is estimated 
that the desert in the Sahel advances at 
the rate of seven kilometers per year.

Only by looking at these realities 
can one understand and accept the le-
gitimate revolt that was born, that ma-
tured over a long period of time, and 
that finally erupted in an organized 
way the night of August 4, 1983, in 
the form of a democratic and popular 
revolution in Burkina Faso. …

After having vaccinated throughout 
the national territory, in two weeks, 
2.5 million children between the ages 
of nine months and fourteen years 
— children from Burkina Faso and 
from neighboring countries — against 
measles, meningitis, and yellow fever; 
after having sunk more than 150 wells 
assuring drinking water to the 20 or so 
districts in our capital that lacked this 
vital necessity until now; after having 
raised the literacy rate from 12 to 22 
percent in two years — the Burkinabè 
people victoriously continue their 
struggle for a green Burkina.

Ten million trees were planted under 
the auspices of a fifteen-month Peo-
ple’s Development Program, our first 

venture while awaiting the five-year 
plan. In the villages and in the devel-
oped river valleys, families must each 
plant one hundred trees per year. …

I have come to join with you in de-
ploring the harshness of nature. But I 
have also come to denounce the ones 
whose selfishness is the source of his 
fellow man’s misfortune. Colonial plun-
der has decimated our forests without 
the slightest thought of replenishing 
them for our tomorrows. …

We are not against progress, but we 
do not want progress that is anarchic 
and criminally neglects the rights of 
others. We therefore wish to affirm that 
the battle against the encroachment of 
the desert is a battle to establish a bal-
ance between man, nature, and society. 
As such it is a political battle above all, 
and not an act of fate. …

We must fight to find the financial 
means to exploit our existing water 
resources — drilling operations, res-
ervoirs, and dams. This is the place 
to denounce the one-sided contracts 
and draconian conditions imposed by 
banks and other financial institutions 
that doom our projects in this field. 
It is these prohibitive conditions that 
lead to our countries’ traumatizing 
debt and eliminate any meaningful 
maneuvering room.

Neither fallacious Malthusian argu-
ments — and I assert that Africa re-

mains an underpopulated continent — 
nor the vacation resorts pompously and 
demagogically christened “reforestation 
operations” provide an answer. We and 
our misery are spurned like bald and 
mangy dogs whose lamentations and 
cries disturb the peace and quiet of the 
manufacturers and merchants of misery.

That is why Burkina has proposed 
and continues to propose that at least 1 
percent of the colossal sums of money 
sacrificed to the search for cohabitation 
with other stars and planets be used, by 
way of compensation, to finance proj-
ects to save trees and lives. We have not 
abandoned hope that a dialogue with the 
Martians might lead to the reconquest 
of Eden. But in the meantime, earth-
lings that we are, we also have the right 
to reject a choice limited simply to the 
alternatives of hell or purgatory.

Explained in this way, our struggle 
for the trees and forests is first and fore-
most a democratic and popular struggle. 
Because a handful of forestry engi-
neers and experts getting themselves all 
worked up in a sterile and costly man-
ner will never accomplish anything! 
Nor can the worked-up consciences of a 
multitude of forums and institutions — 
sincere and praiseworthy though they 
may be — make the Sahel green again, 
when we lack the funds to drill wells for 
drinking water a hundred meters deep, 
while money abounds to drill oil wells 
three thousand meters deep!

As Karl Marx said, those who live 
in a palace do not think about the same 
things, nor in the same way, as those 
who live in a hut. This struggle to de-
fend the trees and forests is above all a 
struggle against imperialism. Because 
imperialism is the arsonist setting fire to 
our forests and our savannas. …

Yes, the problem posed by the trees 
and forests is exclusively the problem of 
balance and harmony between the in-
dividual, society, and nature. This fight 
can be waged. We must not retreat in 
face of the immensity of the task. We 
must not turn away from the suffering 
of others, for the spread of the desert no 
longer knows any borders.

We can win this struggle if we choose 
to be architects and not simply bees. It 
will be the victory of consciousness over 
instinct. The bee and the architect, yes! 
If the author of these lines will allow me, 
I will extend this twofold analogy to a 
threefold one: the bee, the architect, and 
the revolutionary architect.
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Drive for new readers

Fight continues to overturn Florida prison officials’ ban on ‘Militant’

Continued from page 4

Continued from front page

Continued from front page

Fight prison ban on the ‘Militant’
Get letters of support from unions, churches 
and defenders of workers rights and free speech. 
Send to Dean Peterson, Literature Review Com-
mittee, Florida Department of Corrections, 501 
South Calhoun Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399, 
or email to Allen.Peterson@fdc.myflorida.com, 
with copies to themilitant@mac.com

Send a check  to the Militant, 306 W. 37th St., 
13th floor, New York, NY 10018, earmarked 
“Prisoners Rights Fight.” 

were upheld,” Dean Peterson, the committee’s ad-
ministrator, wrote Militant attorney David Gold-
stein. “As a result of that decision the issue will not 
be allowed into Florida correctional institutions.” 
This affects all of the state’s 143 prison facilities. 

Protests against the impoundments have come 
from both prominent political rights groups like 
the American Civil Liberties Union in Florida and 
press freedom organizations like the Reporters 
Committee for Freedom of the Press.

“We urge Florida State Prison authorities to 
cease the arbitrary impoundment” of the Militant, 
wrote Justin Mazzola, deputy director of research 
for Amnesty International USA, in a Sept. 21 letter 
to the committee. 

Peterson’s letter informing the Militant of the 
committee’s decision was dated Aug. 28, but it 
wasn’t postmarked until Sept. 16. So the Militant 
didn’t even know about it until three weeks after 
it was made. 

As with the three subsequent impoundments of 
the paper — issue nos. 31, 33 and 34 — the com-
mittee’s decision give no clear reason what prison 
authorities found objectionable in Militant articles. 

They just claim that each of the four issues are 
“dangerously inflammatory” and “advocates or 
encourages riot insurrection, rebellion, organized 

prison protest, disruption of the institution, or the 
violation of the federal law, state law, or Depart-
ment rules.” 

Issue no. 30 was confiscated because of the arti-
cle “Prisoners Demand Release from Overcrowded 
Jails.” It describes a peaceful rally in California 
by inmates’ family members and supporters urg-
ing the state government take steps to relieve the 
dangerous overcrowding in prisons there amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It also reports on a letter 
from a prisoner describing conditions where he is 
incarcerated. 

The spread of coronavirus amid widespread 
prison overcrowding has been widely covered in 
Florida and nationwide. The Miami Herald, for ex-
ample, at the end of July — the same time that the 
Militant article appeared — ran articles focused on 
the abysmal conditions within Florida’s prison sys-
tem. The paper’s headlines included, “South Flor-
ida Prison Tallies Most Inmate COVID-19 Deaths 
Among Florida Facilities” and “‘It’s Apparent that 
They’re Failing’: As Florida Inmate Deaths Soar, 
Families Feel Dread.” 

Issue nos. 33 and 34 were banned for articles re-
porting on the Militant’s efforts to reverse the im-
poundment of issue no. 30. Issue no. 31, however, 
was banned for an article that opposed violence in 
Portland, Oregon, by both antifa and federal cops. 
These are also questions that have been widely 
covered in the press.  

The Militant has appealed the banning of these 
three issues also, but hasn’t yet received a response 
from the Literature Review Committee. 

The Militant has fought an ongoing series of 
battles against prison bans on the paper in the last 
few years, with growing support, and has won the 
vast majority. 

“I urge you to lift the ban on the Militant news-
paper in Florida prisons,” Martin Knaeble, a bag-
gage handler for Delta Airlines in Minneapolis, 
wrote Sept. 27. “I’m sure you value the constitu-
tional right of freedom of the press and freedom of 
speech. Please do the right thing!” 

American Civil Liberties Union - Florida
Amnesty International USA
African Diaspora Association of Canada
Florida Press Association
News Leaders Association
PEN America
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press
Charlie Hinton, writer, performer
Carl Jech, professor De Anza College
Martin Knaeble, airline worker
Chris Pennock, shop steward, National

Association of Letter Carriers
Dolores Piper, activist in fight against

police brutality 

Letters urging Florida prison 
officials to end ban on ‘Militant’

speak for the interests of working people. But the 
truth is they seek to wield power to advance the 
wealth and despotic power of the class whose in-
terests they defend — the ruling capitalist families. 
This is a proven fact, after four years of Trump and 
eight of Obama-Biden before him.

What working people face today is widespread job-
lessness, and attacks on our wages, hours and work-
ing conditions, health “care” and living conditions, as 
they try to shore up their crisis-ridden system at our 
expense. Workers and farmers are looking for ways to 
resist through on-the-job skirmishes and union battles, 
in fights against farm foreclosures, police brutality 
and more, and by engaging in other social struggles. 
Through these actions we are building solidarity and 
trust in each other.

Whatever concessions we wrest from the bosses, as 
long as the bosses and bankers hold power their dog-
eat-dog capitalist system drives them to push harder 
and harder to make profits on the backs of our labor.

A working-class movement to lead millions to put 
an end to the dictatorship of capital can and will be 
forged in the course of mounting struggles. Key is 
looking at all political questions from how they effect 
the irreconcilable class interests of the two main con-
tending classes — workers and bosses.

The Socialist Workers Party analyzes “all politics 
from the point of view of the historic goals of our 
class — the class we are simply the most conscious 
and organized part of and the most consistent fight-
er for,” writes Jack Barnes in The Turn to Industry: 
Forging a Proletarian Party. “The class whose task 
it is to govern, expropriate the exploiters and oppres-

sors, and lead a great social movement to reorganize 
society to eliminate oppression and lay the founda-
tions of a socialist society — changing ourselves ut-
terly in the process.” 

The book is essential reading and currently on spe-
cial with a subscription to the Militant.

The capitalists and their millions of enablers among 
the middle-class meritocracy try to convince working 
people we don’t have the “smarts” to take power and 
run society for ourselves. Their cops, courts, prisons 
and death penalty are all there to keep us in check. 

But a deeper capitalist crisis — that today’s strug-
gles foretell — will impel working people more and 
more to take our destiny into our own hands. We’ll 
come together to wage disciplined and united strug-
gles to defend ourselves, and to fight in the interests of 
all those exploited and oppressed by capital.

In the course of these struggles workers will in-
creasingly see ourselves as part of a class, and gain 
class-struggle experience. We will find ways to over-
come divisions between us — employed and jobless, 
Black and Caucasian, native-born and immigrant, 
women and men — that bosses try to foster and pro-
long to break our fighting capacities. We will discover 
our own worth, as Malcolm X explained, and advance 
battle-tested and proven leaders from our ranks. 

We will build and strengthen fighting unions and 
organize our own party, a labor party. And use it to 
reinforce our battles and to wage the decisive struggle 
to take political power into our own hands and build a 
workers and farmers government. 

The SWP 2020 campaign offers workers and youth 
the chance to advance that liberating perspective to-
day. Join us!

cultural field and packing workers in Lake Worth and 
outside the Walmart store where I work in Miami, we 
found many workers interested in learning more.” 

“The Chicago SWP branch set a target week 
for the first week with a goal of 30 subs and 30 
books,” Ilona Gersh told the Militant. “We’ve al-
ready collected $1,000 for the fund and have sold 
12 subscriptions and almost as many books. We’re 
preparing for our next target week.” 

SWP members and supporters in Louisville 
are using the Militant coverage to build support 
for the Dominion grocery workers strike in New-
foundland, Canada, and two local labor struggles 
— the strike by DSI Tunneling workers in Louis-
ville for a first contract and the contract struggle 
of union workers at Caesars Casino in nearby 
Elizabeth, Indiana.

Many workers want to discuss the police killing 
of Breonna Taylor, the destruction and looting con-
doned by some protest organizers, and the large na-
tional guard and police presence and curfew that city 
and state officials imposed after minor charges were 
brought against one of the cops.  

“Most workers we meet campaigning or on the job 
tell us they oppose racism and police brutality, but 
they also oppose burning and looting, shooting police 
officers and race-baiting against Caucasians,” Kaitlin 
Estill, the organizer of the drive in Louisville, told the 
Militant. “They agree when we say that such actions 
damage the struggle and alienate many who could be 
involved.

“In the intense debate around this and other political 
questions we have already sold 14 subscriptions and 
four books,” she said. “Four DSI strikers subscribed 
on the picket line Sept. 25.”  

Starting next week the Militant will run weekly 
charts on the progress of the subscription drive and the 
Party-Building Fund. To join in winning new readers 
or to make a contribution to the Party-Building Fund, 
see page 8 for the party branch nearest you. 

“More letters are needed to urge Florida pris-
on officials to overturn their bans,” said Militant 
editor John Studer. “What’s at issue here isn’t our 
reports on prison conditions — this is widely cov-
ered and hasn’t led to Florida officials carrying 
out wholesale suppression of the media. The fact 
is, Florida prison authorities don’t like our politi-
cal views.

“The Militant will never stop fighting for the 
right of prisoners to read different points of view 
and form their own opinions,” Studer said. “Our 
growing numbers of subscribers behind bars look 
to us to defend their rights.”

Other groups that have sent letters calling for 
lifting the ban include the Florida Press Associa-
tion, News Leaders Association and PEN Amer-
ica. A growing number of individuals have done 
so as well. 

Send letters to Dean Peterson, Literature Review 
Committee, Florida Department of Corrections, 
501 South Calhoun Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399 
or via email at Allen.Peterson@fdc.myflorida.com, 
with a copy to the Militant. 

Though our battles, workers unite 
SocialiSt workerS party Statement

ALYSON KENNEDY MALCOLM JARRETT
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