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by brIan wIllIaMS
From protests against Moscow’s in-

vasion of Ukraine, to strike picket lines, 
truck stops, at workers’ doorsteps and 
with co-workers, Socialist Workers Par-
ty members are discussing the party’s 
statement: “Defend Ukraine’s indepen-
dence! For defeat of Moscow’s inva-

sion! U.S. troops, nuclear 
arms out of Europe, all 
of Europe!”

Through this ef-
fort they’re making a 
good start on the nine-
week drive to sell 1,600 
Militant subscriptions 
and the same number 
of books on working-
class and revolutionary 
struggles. And to raise 
$165,000 for the Militant 
Fighting Fund. 

Some 3,000 people 
demonstrated in New 
York City’s Times Square 
March 5 in defense of 
Ukraine’s sovereignty. 
Members and supporters 
of the SWP participated 
in the action, selling 13 
Militant subscriptions, 
153 copies of the paper 
and seven books, in-
cluding two copies of 
The Jewish Question: A 
Marxist Interpretation by 
Abram Leon. 

“All over the world 
people support the Ukrainian people,” 
Zura Parkoja from the country of Geor-
gia told Joanne Kuniansky, SWP can-
didate for Congress in New Jersey. The 
Putin regime invaded Georgia in 2008, 
seizing territory and setting up two 
pro-Moscow state-lets of South Ossetia 

by Dan FeIn
DAVENPORT, Iowa — Members 

of the International Association of 
Machinists on strike at Eaton Cor-
poration’s Mission Systems Divi-
sion here voted March 4 to reject for 
a second time a company takeback 
contract. The vote was 97% against. 
IAM Local 388 and Local 1191 went 
on strike Feb. 18 after voting by 98% 
to turn down the bosses’ demands. 

There are 269 IAM members among 
the 360 hourly employees. Because Iowa 

by Terry evanS
President Joseph Biden’s State of the 

Union speech March 1 kicked off an ef-
fort to use Moscow’s bloody invasion 
of Ukraine to justify strengthening the 
U.S. imperialist war machine. “We, the 
United States of America, stand with 
the Ukrainian people,” he claimed. But 
there is no “we,” the class interests of 

by rOy lanDerSen
Two weeks into their invasion of 

Ukraine, Moscow’s forces are widen-
ing their assaults — slaughtering hun-
dreds and devastating cities, leading 
to a fast-growing refugee crisis. At the 
same time, President Vladimir Putin’s 
forces confront courageous resistance 

forces some 2,000 people demonstrated 
against the occupation, defying a cur-
few. One man, cheered by onlookers, 
jumped on a passing Russian armored 
vehicle and waved a Ukrainian flag. The 
crowd stood their ground as Russian 

by vIvIan Sahner
On the eve of Russia’s invasion 

of Ukraine, Vladimir Putin issued a 
warning, “Anyone who tries to inter-
fere with us … must know that Rus-
sia’s response will be immediate and 
will lead you to such consequences 
as you have never before experienced 
in your history.” In case anyone mis-
understood, he added that Russia 
remains, “one of the most powerful 
nuclear powers.” He upped the threat a 
few days later, announcing he had put 
Russian nuclear weapons on high alert. 

Just prior to Moscow’s murderous 
invasion, the Pentagon had doubled the 
flights of its E-6 aircraft — a vital part 
of its nuclear command-and-control net-
work. The French government respond-
ed to Moscow’s nuclear alert by putting 
to sea a second nuclear-armed subma-
rine for the first time since 1997.  

Ever since these weapons of destruc-

Biden State of the 
Union talk hypes 
US war machine, 
shows rulers’crisis

Militant/Mike Shur

Sara Lobman, left, Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
U.S. Senate, campaigns at protest of thousands in solidar-
ity with Ukraine in New York’s Times Square March 5.  

Continued on page 6Continued on page 3

ua.tribuna.com

“Kherson is Ukraine,” says sign at March 5 protest that confronted Moscow’s troops oc-
cupying city of Kherson. Even after soldiers shot in the air, protesters stood their ground. 

 class-struggle road 
to end war in ukraine 

 — see page  9

all across the country, including from 
Ukrainians in the few cities Moscow 
has been able to occupy. It has inspired 
solidarity from working people world-
wide, including in Russia. 

In Kherson, in southern Ukraine, 
two days after the city fell to Putin’s 

by arlene rUbInSTeIn
HAGERSTOWN, Md. — Hundreds 

of “big rig” tractor trailer trucks and an 
estimated 1,000 vehicles overall — cars, 
pick-ups, motorcycles, and RVs — are 
crammed into the Speedway, an auto 
race track here, for People’s Convoy 
protests. More were still coming when 
a Socialist Workers Party team came to 
express solidarity March 8. 

Since arriving two days earlier, the 
truckers organized nightly rallies, morn-
ing meetings, and daily drive-arounds 
over the beltway and other highways 
surrounding the Washington, D.C., met-
ropolitan area to draw attention to their 
demands. They call for an end to govern-
ment COVID-19 mandates that attempt 
to force people to get vaccinated or face 
losing their jobs and other restrictions. 

The protests also express truckers’ an-
ger at action by the government, truck-
ing bosses and brokers that threaten 
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women’s rights fighter Jennifer Swayne. 
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By jANET POST
Louisiana state prison inmate Bran-

don Jackson was released on parole 
Feb. 11 after serving 25 years of a 40-
year sentence. He had been charged 
with robbing an Applebee’s restaurant 
at gunpoint in 1997. Jackson’s origi-
nal conviction was tainted, but that 
was not the reason the parole board 
gave for freeing him. 

Despite the Bill of Rights’ require-
ment of a unanimous jury — which is 
key to ensuring the constitutional right 
not to be imprisoned unless found guilty 
“beyond a reasonable doubt” — Jack-
son, who is Black, was convicted by a 
split-jury vote of 10 to 2. The two dis-
senting jurors were Black. 

At the time, Louisiana, Oregon and 
the U.S. colony of Puerto Rico allowed 
nonunanimous verdicts in criminal cas-
es. In all of the other 48 states, a split 
jury — often called a “hung jury”— 
means the accused must be freed or 
given a new trial.

In April 2020 the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled the Sixth Amendment to the Con-
stitution’s “right to a speedy and public 
trial, by an impartial jury” — including 
a unanimous verdict — applies not only 
to federal trials but also to the states. 
Under public pressure, Louisiana had 
finally banned nonunanimous verdicts 
in 2019. But the court’s ruling was not 
made retroactive, and Jackson’s petition 
for a new trial is still pending. 

Sheila Earls, whose son Brandon was 
nearing 10 years prison in 2021 after 
being convicted of murder in 2009 in a 
split verdict, spoke to the New Orleans 
Advocate after the Supreme Court rul-

ing. “The people [who’ve] served 10, 
20, 30 years they shouldn’t have served, 
you’re just going to leave them in the 
dungeon,” Earls noted. “They’re done. 
That doesn’t even logically make sense. 
Justice should not have a time limit.” 

There are currently 1,500 prison-
ers in Louisiana, 80% of whom are 
Black. Hundreds in Oregon were 
convicted by split juries, 40% of all 
felony jury verdicts. 

Split verdicts rooted in jim Crow 
The Louisiana state government au-

thorized guilty verdicts if at least nine 
out of 12 jurors approved — it was 
later changed to at least 10 — in 1898 
in the wake of the 1877 overthrow of 
Radical Reconstruction and the deep-
ening imposition of brutally enforced 
Jim Crow segregation. 

It was adopted by a Louisiana state 
constitutional convention, in their 
words, to “perpetuate the supremacy of 
the Anglo-Saxon race in Louisiana.” 

The dominant sectors of rapidly ex-
panding industrial and financial capital 
in the U.S. brokered a deal to withdraw 
Union troops from the South, setting in 
motion an accelerating reign of terror by 
vigilante groups like the Ku Klux Klan. 
The bloody defeat of Radical Recon-
struction in 1877 was the worst setback 
for African Americans and the entire 
working class in U.S. history. 

In Oregon the split jury-verdict was 
enacted in 1934, during the Great De-
pression when there was a wave of an-
ti-immigrant, antisemitic, anti-Catho-
lic and anti-Asian reaction. In Puerto 
Rico the split-jury verdict was enacted 

in 1948, when the colonial govern-
ment launched a wave of repression, 
including prosecutions against lead-
ers of the revolutionary independence 
movement there. 

Allowing split juries makes it easier 
for prosecutors to win convictions with-
out convincing evidence. It undermines 
the democratic and constitutional rights 
of all working people, disproportionate-
ly affecting the accused who are Black.

Jackson, now 50, finally walked 

out of jail in Louisiana a free man af-
ter the unanimous vote by the parole 
board members, who pointed to his 
record of good behavior in prison. But 
he was shackled with onerous condi-
tions, including a curfew, check-ins 
with his parole officer and monthly 
community service. 

As a precondition for the parole 
board to free Jackson, he had to say he 
was guilty, even though he has always 
claimed his innocence. 

Socialist Workers Party  
2022 candidates

California 
Eleanor García, US Senate
Joel Britton, Governor

Florida
Rachele Fruit, Governor

Georgia
Lisa Potash, US Senate
Sam Manuel, Governor

Illinois
John Hawkins, US Senate
Naomi Craine, Governor

Minnesota
Gabrielle Prosser, Governor
Kevin Dwire, Lt. Governor
David Rosenfeld, US Congress

New Jersey
Joanne Kuniansky, US Congress
Lea Sherman, US Congress

New York
Sara Lobman, US Senate
Ved Dookhun, Governor

Ohio
Samir Hazboun, US Senate

Texas
Alyson Kennedy, Governor
Gerardo Sánchez, US Congress

Washington, DC
James Harris, Mayor
Arlene Rubinstein, Delegate to House

Protest last May in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, calling for new trials for 1,500 prisoners con-
victed in split-jury verdicts — a product of the rise of Jim Crow segregation and terror.
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Campaign against Moscow war
Continued from front page

Continued from front page

Militant/Josefina Otero

Dvhonte Jackson, right, discusses Ukraine war, challenges facing truckers with SWP member 
Dennis Richter in Hurst, Texas. Jackson got a Militant subscription, three Pathfinder books.

Truckers demand end to gov’t mandates, attacks on livelihood
their livelihood — soaring diesel prices, 
wage theft, and mandatory federal mon-
itors in truck cabs that restrict driving 
hours, and more.

The convoy was inspired by Cana-
dian truckers and other participants in 
protests in Ottawa, that country’s capi-
tal, demanding an end to government 
vaccine mandates that bar truckers from 
making trips to and from the U.S. The 
Liberal government of Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau responded by invoking 
the draconian Emergencies Act, break-
ing up their protests, carrying out hun-
dreds of arrests, seizing truckers’ rigs 
and bank accounts, and other violations 
of basic political rights.

Peaceful protest
The protest here has been entirely 

peaceful. Organizers have not taken the 
convoy into the District in order to avoid 
provocation or government attacks. Re-
gardless, area authorities have mobilized 
as if a war was brewing. D.C. cops have 
mobilized their Civil Disturbance Unit. 
President Joe Biden — who claims to 
be a “friend” of working people — had 
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin grant 
requests from local cops to deploy 700 
National Guard troops. Cops from New 
York City have come to town. 

The liberal media here, like in the 
case of the truckers’ convoy in Canada 
last month, have smeared the protest-
ers as ultra reactionary and dangerous. 
The Washington Post is full of quotes 
from “extremism researchers” who call 
convoy participants “anti-government” 

and “right wing conspiracy theorists.” 
They’re slandered as having “connec-
tions” with “January 6 insurrectionists.”  

“Everybody is welcome. This is not 
a right-wing movement,” Lee Schmitt, 
a northern Wisconsin owner-operator 
and former dairy farmer, told the SWP 
team. Schmitt also participated in a 
three-week national action in Washing-
ton, D.C., in 2020 that called attention to 
owner-operators’ demands for an end to 
restrictions on their livelihood and pro-
tested brokers slashing their rates. 

“Those demands are still important. 
But so is speaking out because govern-
ment regulations are diminishing our 
freedoms,” Schmitt told us, explaining 
participants seek an end to the national 
emergency declaration in response to 
the pandemic — first issued by Presi-
dent Donald Trump in March 2020 and 
later extended by President Biden — 
and for Congress to hold hearings inves-
tigating the government’s overreaching 
response to the pandemic. “The Demo-
crats and the Republicans are both to 
blame,” Schmitt said. 

“We are living in a world the like of 
which none of us have known before 
in our lives,” I said, explaining I am a 
leader of the SWP in Washington and 
the party’s candidate for delegate to 
U.S. Congress. “Rising prices — gas, 
food and other necessities are wreaking 
havoc on the lives of millions. Growing 
social crises affect our families. A war 
in Europe has exploded. We need activi-
ties like this to be able to discuss a road 
forward for the working class.”  

“I’m glad I came here to learn what 

you are trying to accomplish. Your 
peaceful protest is being vilified in the 
press. Now, I can explain better why 
the unions need to be part of this fight,” 
party member Glova Scott told Schmitt. 

Schmitt, who first saw the Militant at 
the 2020 truckers’ protest, signed up for 
a subscription. “This is a very good pa-
per,” Schmitt told Joyce Rice, a partici-
pant from Bells, Tennessee, where she 
hauls tractor trailers in need of repair. 
She also subscribed. 

“I didn’t agree with everything in 
Canada, but truckers took a stand. It 
was powerful, and it gave U.S. truckers 
pride and motivation,” Fred Bowerman 
told the Militant. Bowerman, a former 
trucker who works at the Jeep plant in 
Toledo, Ohio, and is a member of United 
Auto Workers Local 12 there, took time 
off to make the over 2,500 mile trip 
with the convoy that began in Adelanto, 
California. “The outpouring of support 
along the way has made this a once in 
a lifetime experience. But you also real-
ize, we need discipline and leadership.” 

Craig Brown, a trucker from Idaho 
who joined the convoy in California, 
told the Washington Post that the trip 
has been more exciting than he could 
have imagined. Everywhere they’ve 
gone, he said, people have turned out 
to cheer them on and brought food for 
them to eat. 

The convoy clearly touched a nerve 
for working people who feel the U.S. 
rulers and their politicians have little 
concern for the challenges workers face 
from the economic, political and moral 
crisis of the capitalist system today.

and Abkhazia. “It’s not a fight just for 
Ukraine. It’s the world’s fight.” 

Parkoja said he backs the call for the 
U.S. government to impose a no-fly zone 
over Ukraine. Kuniansky disagreed. 
“Washington and other imperialist 
governments are no friend of working 
people. They just want to advance the 
interest of their own capitalist class,” she 
said. Parkoja got a Militant subscription. 

“I don’t want another Afghanistan in 
Ukraine,” Travon Brown, a 28-year-old 
veteran of the war in Afghanistan, told 
SWP member Janice Lynn at a March 5 
protest in Atlanta against Moscow’s war. 
“If we get the U.S. military involved that 
would start another world war.” 

“The only thing that will stop a world 
war is for working people in Ukraine, in 
this country, and elsewhere to take po-
litical power into our own hands,” Lynn 
said. “And carry out a foreign policy in 
the interests of the working class.” 

At a rally of some 75 people in Dallas, 
SWP leader Dennis Richter was among 
the speakers who addressed the crowd, 
March 5. “We support the courageous 
fight of the Ukrainians to take back their 
country,” Richter said. “This fight is 
with Moscow not the Russian people,” 
he said to applause. He said opponents 
of Moscow’s war should also demand 
U.S. troops and arms out of Europe. 
This was controversial, but many want-
ed to discuss it after he spoke. 

Discussions at Texas truck stop
The following day at the Pilot truck 

stop in Hurst, Texas, Gerardo Sánchez, 
SWP candidate for U.S. Congress, 
spoke with truck driver Gerry Turner. 
“I’m just returning from the convoy in 
Utah and Wyoming,” he said, where 
truckers were protesting government 
vaccination mandates. “There were a 
lot of people on both sides of the road 
cheering us on.” 

“After fuel and operating expenses,” 
Turner said, truckers have “hardly 
anything left.” He told Sánchez he op-
posed Moscow’s war, picked up a copy 
of the Militant and donated $4 toward 
the paper’s fund. 

At a truck stop in California’s Cen-
tral Valley, SWP members talked with 
driver Otis Youngblood. “Russia should 
get out,” he said. “The U.S. should get 
out of there as well. Both are just out for 
their own selves.”

Youngblood is a part-time trucker 
who farms on a small plot near Fres-
no. After hearing the Militant is cov-
ering the fight of farmers to keep their 
land, he decided to subscribe, reports 
Betsey Stone. 

In Cincinnati over 150 people rallied 
on the steps of City Hall Feb. 28. The 
action was organized by two Ukrainian 
women, Nazly Mamedova and Jane 
Nemic, who have been winning sup-
port from workers in the U.S. and get-
ting material aid to relatives fighting in 
Ukraine. Members of the Amerian Jew-
ish Committee participated in the rally. 

“Ukrainians have been fighting for 
their own identity,” said Mamedova at 
the demonstration. “They’re a sover-
eign nation.” 

Samir Hazboun, SWP candidate for 
U.S. Senate from Ohio, joined the dis-
cussions at the rally. “Socialists? Aren’t 
you guys supposed to be on the side of 
Russia?” asked Sergiy Fesenko, a for-
mer Olympic swimmer for Ukraine. 

“The SWP has an unbroken history 
fighting to defend Lenin’s course for the 

right to self-determination for oppressed 
nations and against the ‘Great Russian 
chauvinism’ of the czars and of Stalin,” 
Hazboun said. He described how Stalin 
destroyed the voluntary federation of 
Soviet republics that existed in Lenin’s 
time. Fesenko wasn’t convinced, but he 
subscribed to the Militant and purchased 
a copy of Labor, Nature, and the Evolu-
tion of Humanity. 

On March 5 Hazboun addressed a 
crowd of 300 protesting Moscow’s inva-
sion in Mason, Ohio. 

‘My world turned upside down’
At a protest of 1,000 in London March 

5, members of the Communist League 
attracted a lot of interest in the Militant 
and a display of revolutionary literature. 

“Three weeks ago I supported Pu-
tin. My world has been turned upside 
down,” Iryna Usenko, a young woman 
originally from Ukraine, told CL mem-
ber Jonathan Silberman. She signed 
up for a Militant subscription and pur-
chased Labor, Nature, and the Evolu-
tion of Humanity. 

“I knew nothing about what you’ve 
told me about the course of Lenin and 
the Bolsheviks in the Russian Revolu-
tion, or about the Cuban Revolution’s 
internationalism,” Mathew Parsons, a 
young photographer, told Silberman. 
“I need more.” He also got a Militant 
subscription. 

In Toronto a dozen Communist 
League members and supporters joined 
several thousands protesting in front of 
the Russian Consulate March 6, reports 
Katy LeRougetel. 

Office worker Tetiana Burdyna, orig-
inally from western Ukraine, said she 
was in touch with relatives back home 
and a friend who is part of the volunteer 

forces fighting in Chernihiv, north of 
Kyiv. “They say demonstrations and ral-
lies like this one help,” she said. “They 
also need help from governments — 
they need weapons.”

When LeRougetel asked her what 
she thought needed to be done, Bur-
dyna replied, “It won’t help to call for 
a no-fly zone. That will involve more 
countries in war.” As the discussion 
continued, she added, “I agree with 
you that the governments in Canada 
and the U.S. just want to make their 
own power base when they intervene 
somewhere. But if the Russians keep 
on, they will get an empty country or 
a constant fight.” 

When Felicity Coggan and Janet Roth, 
members of the Communist League in 
New Zealand, knocked on the door of 
Alofaaga Taiki, they got an immediate 
response, March 5. “We don’t need this 
war. Putin shouldn’t be shooting down 

people,” Taiki said. She worked as a 
sewing-machine operator but now stays 
at home taking care of her family. 

“Capitalism is run by wealthy own-
ers of the factories,” Roth said. “They 
are always searching for ways to make 
more profits, including by trying to ex-
ploit other countries.” 

Coggan pointed to the triumph of 
the socialist revolution in Cuba and the 
transformation of workers and farmers 
there. “You can see this with the will-
ingness of Cuban medical workers to 
travel anywhere to assist in fighting dis-
eases,” she said. 

“They have a heart for humanity, not 
just in one country but anywhere in the 
world,” Taiki responded. She subscribed 
to the Militant. 

The SWP’s statement can be down-
loaded at www.themilitant.com. To join 
campaigning with the SWP, contact the 
nearest branch listed on page 8. 
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Debt crisis in Argentina comes 
down hard on working people

in November parliamentary elections, 
losing control of the Senate to a coali-
tion of center-right parties. 

Now, vice president — and former 
president — Cristina Fernández de 
Kirchner has threatened to lead a vote 
against the IMF package if “better 
terms” are not reached, seeking to dis-
tance herself from the president. 

Since the end of World War II, when 
former Col. Juan Domingo Perón came 
to power, the Peronist party has been 
the political mainstay of capitalist rule 
in Argentina. While claiming to cham-
pion the interests of working people, it 
has served to subordinate workers’ in-
terests to the bosses, tie the union move-
ment to the state, and act as a brake on 
working-class struggles.  

The government of Néstor Kirchner 
furthered this course between 2003 
and 2007 by co-opting practically the 

entire middle-class left into govern-
ment posts and programs. This has 
continued today. Leaders of left-wing 
groups, including those who took over 
unemployed workers’ organizations 
that emerged during the crisis of the 
1990s, are now in charge of a multitude 
of government-funded services and co-
operatives. The orientation of all these 
groups, from the Communist Party to 
various Trotskyist formations, is to get 
elected to government office. 

The acute economic and social 
crisis, however, has increasingly dis-
credited the Peronist-led government 
among broad layers of working people. 
While there are no big labor struggles 
today, skirmishes continue to break 
out, from shipyard workers in La Plata 
fighting for back pay to construction 
workers in Córdoba striking for health 
care and pension benefits. 

Despite enduring one of the world’s 
longest and harshest lockdowns, Ar-
gentina has had 2,765 COVID-related 
deaths per 1 million inhabitants. 

The government’s measures did not 
change the underlying social causes of 
the pandemic’s devastating impact — 
from lack of drinking water, reliable 
electric service and decent housing in 
many working-class neighborhoods to 
child malnutrition, which affects about 
40% of the country’s children. 

Many workers faced the bitter choice 
of either buying internet data so their 
children could attend “virtual school-
ing” or feeding their family. “We had 
to start going to a food pantry because 
we couldn’t afford to pay for it and 
continue buying food,” Romina Cejas, 
an unemployed housekeeper and baby-
sitter, told Global Press. 

On Feb. 16, nurses hired on a tempo-
rary basis at hospitals and vaccination 
centers marched in Buenos Aires to 
demand they be hired permanently, as 
the end of their employment contracts 
neared. In response, the city govern-
ment announced a “contest” to keep 
1,200 of the 3,800 nurses. Protesters 
noted that hospitals were already short 
5,000 nurses before the pandemic. 

Peronist government crisis
Pressure to meet demands of the im-

perialist creditors by imposing more 
belt-tightening measures on broad lay-
ers of the population is fracturing the 
governing Frente de Todos (Front for 
Everyone) coalition, made up of the dif-
ferent factions of the Peronist party and 
middle-class radical organizations. 

The coalition was dealt a setback 

Teachers in Jujuy, northern Argentina, are fighting for wage raise to keep up with skyrocketing 
price increases. Sign says, “No to the miserable 19% increase,” referring to the government’s 
offer. They went on strike March 1 to demand increase to match Argentina’s 50% inflation.

by róger cAlero 
AnD MArTín koPPel

A deal between the government of 
Argentine President Alberto Fernán-
dez and the International Monetary 
Fund to refinance $44.5 billion in debt 
owed to wealthy bondholders awaits 
the approval of the country’s legisla-
ture. If adopted, the unending cycle 
of paying off part of the staggering 
foreign debt with yet more loans will 
start again, making another default 
inevitable down the line, with ruinous 
consequences for working people. 

The government was expected to 
pay the IMF $19 billion this year and 
a similar amount next year on a $57 
billion three-year bailout loan grant-
ed in 2018. The latest deal would be 
the 22nd such arrangement in the 
country’s history. 

Fernández claimed Jan. 28 the agree-
ment “will allow us to grow and meet 
our obligations through growth.”

A new postponement of debt pay-
ments will not bring capitalist growth 
and stability in Argentina — much less 
relief for working people. Over decades, 
every loan “restructuring” move by fi-
nance capital has only reinforced debt 
slavery, making the economy of Argen-
tina and other semicolonial nations ever 
more dependent on the imperialist pow-
ers. The purpose of such “relief” mea-
sures is simply to make sure the debt 
repayments, with interest, don’t stop 
filling the imperialist coffers. 

Argentina’s debt to imperialist banks 
and financial institutions is now $323 
billion. That vast amount approaches 
what the foreign debt was for all of Lat-
in America in the mid-1980s. 

One of the IMF’s requirements for the 
deal is that Buenos Aires cut spending 
on programs that millions of working 
people rely on. The agreement includes 
cuts to government subsidies for electric 
and gas rates and public transportation.

As part of the deal, Argentina’s cen-
tral bank raised its interest rates Feb. 
17. That will mean steeper payments 
on individual mortgages, credit cards, 
and car loans, and an even higher over-
all household debt. All this as working 
people face the scourge of rising prices. 

Workers face acute conditions
The official unemployment rate is 

more than 10%, and inflation has been 
running above 50% a year, dealing 
blows to workers’ real wages. Today, in 
a country of 45 million people, 10 mil-
lion rely on food assistance. 

The effects of a recession that be-
gan in 2018 were aggravated by the 
COVID-related lockdowns, which left 
millions without jobs and income for 
much of the past two years.

People are concerned “not about 
eating well, but about simply hav-
ing enough to eat,” Dina Sánchez, 
spokesperson of the Darío Santillán 
Popular Front, told the Global Press 
Journal in August. 

Her organization runs soup kitch-
ens. In Villa 21-24, one of the many 
shantytowns that ring Buenos Ai-
res, the city government supplies the 
group’s kitchen with food to feed 160 
people a day. But over the course of the 
lockdowns demand has skyrocketed, 
and they’ve have had to “do magic” to 
try to stretch the food to serve nearly 
500 meals daily, Sánchez said. 

Amazon workers in Alabama rally for pro-union vote
by SUSAn lAMonT

BESSEMER, Ala. — “It’s an atroc-
ity that we, the laborers, generate 99% 
of the income, yet we get less than 1% 
of the cut,” Amazon worker Dale Wy-
att told 150 unionists and others here 
Feb. 26. They had turned out to show 
solidarity with workers fighting for a 
union at the nearby Amazon fulfillment 
center. “I come here to say that now is 
the time for working people to stand 
together against the megarich, to make 
things better not only for ourselves, but 
for future generations to come.” 

Over 6,100 Amazon warehouse work-
ers here are in the midst of a second vote 
to decide whether they can win union 
recognition by the Retail, Wholesale, 
and Department Store Workers Union. 

The rally drew groups of unionists 
from around Alabama, including some 
15 members of the United Mine Work-
ers, who represented the 1,100 miners 
waging a hard-fought strike at Warrior 
Met Coal in nearby Brookwood. That 
strike entered its 12th month March 1. 

“The battle at Amazon needs to be 
won,” United Mine Workers Interna-
tional District 20 Vice President Larry 
Spencer told the crowd. “We hope every 
worker votes ‘yes’ for the union!” 

AFL-CIO President Liz Shuler also 
brought greetings to the rally. 

Representatives from the United 
Steelworkers and the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, the RWD-
SU, and a group of nearly 20 Georgia 
unionists brought by the Atlanta Central 
Labor Council also participated. 

A small group of workers from the 
nonunion Hyundai auto assembly plant 
in Montgomery came with handmade 
signs to show support and to tell fellow 
workers about their own situation. 

“We need a union at Hyundai,” said 
Dee, who asked that her last name not 
be used. “I’ve worked at Hyundai for 
17 years. We work for slave wages and 
in slave-like working conditions. It’s 
time for a change!” 

Several NAACP members from 
Athens, Alabama, also attended, in-
cluding Leon Steele. “The NAACP has 
always supported labor and workers’ 
rights,” he said, recalling he was fired 
from a ConAgra plant in 1975 for par-
ticipating in a union-organizing drive. 

Several Amazon workers told the 
Militant the organizing drive is stronger 
this time than in the fall of 2020. Union 
volunteers are holding house meetings 
with Amazon workers to answer ques-

tions and seek their involvement, and 
helping workers be more outspoken at 
the “captive audience” in-house anti-
union meetings Amazon forces work-
ers to attend. Union supporters are also 
going into local neighborhoods to ex-
plain the stakes in the union drive. 

The National Labor Relations Board 
approved this second election earlier 
this year, after finding that the notori-
ously anti-union Amazon bosses had 
intimidated workers and corrupted the 
2021 vote. Voting, which ends March 
28, is now underway by mail-in ballot. 

The RWDSU lost the first election 
last April by a more than a 2-to-1 mar-
gin, with 738 votes for the union, 1,798 
against, and 2,759 not voting. Nearly half 
of the workers at the warehouse have 
been hired since the first union vote. 

Lisa Potash and Valerie Edwards con-
tributed to this article.

Socialist Workers Party statement

Defend Ukraine’s independence! 
For defeat of  

Moscow’s  invasion!
US troops, nuclear arms  

out of Europe, all of Europe! 

Read online or download at

themilitant.com



The Militant   March 21, 2022            5

Continued from front page

on the picket line

25, 50, and 75 years ago

March 24, 1997
HAVANA — More than 130 people 

from 55 countries met here for the Sec-
ond International Coordinating Com-
mittee meeting for the 14th World Fes-
tival of Youth and Students.

The festival, which will be held in 
Cuba July 28-August 5, will discuss 
and debate a range of political questions 
confronting the working class, includ-
ing: anti-imperialist struggles, the envi-
ronment, the fight for women’s libera-
tion, national liberation struggles, em-
ployment, education, labor resistance, 
and how to fight against fascism.

The meeting reaffirmed the slogan of 
“Anti-imperialist solidarity, peace and 
friendship” as the theme of the event.

Preparatory committees have 
formed in over 40 countries so far. The 
U.S. Organizing Committee is holding 
a national preparatory meeting March 
15 that will discuss the organizing ef-
forts for the U.S. delegation. 

March 24, 1972
The reverberations of the Bangladesh 

national liberation struggle continue to 
shake both India and Pakistan as other 
oppressed nationalities demand their na-
tional rights. The most significant mo-
tion is among the Pathans of Pakistan. 
Occupying the Baluchistan and North-
West Frontier provinces, the Pathans are 
excluded from many areas of Pakistani 
life by the dominant Punjabi minority.

Pathan complaints include de-
mands for language rights — the Pa-
thans speak Pushtu, while most offi-
cial business is done in Urdu, a tongue 
spoken by a small minority.

On Feb. 27 an armed demonstration 
was held in Peshawar, calling for the 
end of martial law and for Pathan self-
government within Pakistan. The Pa-
thans are traditionally a military peo-
ple and even in normal times highly 
armed with modern weapons made in 
small factories in their country. 

March 22, 1947
Wall Street’s offensive against the 

American working class is part and 
parcel of U.S. imperialism’s intensified 
drive toward war and subjugation of the 
rest of the world. [President] Truman’s 
proclamation of economic and military 
intervention against the Greek people 
has brought with it the immediate threat 
of further militarization, regimentation 
and repression at home.

This need to regiment the work-
ers for war and to foist on them new 
onerous economic burdens dictates the 
need of American capitalism to cripple 
the labor movement. The standard of 
living of the masses must be driven 
down further to feed the war machine.

Wall Street’s war against the revolu-
tionary peoples of other countries who 
are fighting capitalist reaction, is be-
ing waged simultaneously against any 
attempts of the American workers to 
break the rule of monopoly capital. 

Haiti garment workers strike for higher wages

Reuters/Ralph Tedy Erol

Thousands of garment and other workers, above, took to the streets of 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti’s capital, Feb. 17 demanding higher wages. Police fired 
into a Feb. 23 protest after the workers went on strike. Maxihen Lazzare, a 
reporter for Roi des Infos, was killed and five workers were injured. 

It was the first day of a three-day strike by factory workers demanding a pay 
raise. Wages have been about 500 gourdes ($4.80) for a nine hours’ workday. 
The action followed weeks of protests over pay and working conditions at fac-
tories that export to U.S. retailers. There has been double-digit inflation in the 
country for the last four years. Strikers said salaries haven’t been raised in three 
years. The government’s offer of a 185 gourdes increase only enraged strikers. 

“People can’t do anything with this miserable salary,” said Jean Wilkens 
Pierre. The 39-year-old worker said it barely covers food and transportation. 
Dominique St. Eloi, a coordinator for the National Union of Haitian Workers, 
said the strikers are demanding a daily minimum of 1,500 gourdes. 

More than 53,000 people work in Haiti’s garment factories, which account 
for three-quarters of Haiti’s exports. At least 62 U.S.-owned companies have 
factories there, making clothes for Target, Under Armour, Hanes and others. 

— ViVian Sahner

Striking Machinists reject takeback offers, win support
is a so-called right-to-work state, unions 
are barred from negotiating as a closed 
shop. Some nonunion workers walked 
out and are helping staff the picket lines. 

The company is demanding higher 
costs for health care, elimination of 
overtime pay after eight hours, forced 
overtime, attacks on pensions, and 
wage increases below inflation. 

“The new proposal is the same con-
tract we voted down before we began 
the strike, with the exception that it’s 
for five years instead of three,” striker 
John Fox told the Militant by phone 
March 7. “Why would I vote down 
a contract that includes cutbacks in 
the pension plan plus cutbacks in the 
401(k) for three years and then vote for 
the same cutbacks for five years?” 

“If Eaton’s belief was that support 
within the two bargaining units is wan-
ing after two weeks on the strike line, 
this vote outcome should answer that 
question,” John Herrig, IAM District 6 
business representative, told the press. 

The company announced it would 
begin hiring replacement workers and 
wouldn’t be available to meet with the 
union again until March 14 or later. 

“The strike brought us together,” said 
striker Tony Johnson on the picket line 
March 3. “We have UAW workers from 
John Deere every day and other unions 
have joined us. Our picket lines remain 
strong.” Over 6,000 United Auto Work-
ers at John Deere in the Quad Cities area 
here went out on strike last fall. 

“The company cut off our health 
insurance,” assembler Susan Brew 
told the Militant. Maintenance worker 
Glen Carr said, “The company has 
hired Hometown Plumbing to do 
some of the work we usually do.” 

Some salaried workers have begun 
leaving the company, citing unsafe con-
ditions in the plant without the union 
workers and in solidarity with their 
fight. “Several of them have stopped by 
the strike line to say their ‘goodbyes,’” 
the union told the media. 

“It’s sad to see some good people from 
the salaried side leave because of con-
ditions inside,” James Anderson, shop 
chair for Local 1191’s bargaining unit, 
told WQAD news. “I certainly hope that 
we can reach an agreement that is com-
petitive with the cost of living instead of 
Eaton’s lowest-paid facilities.” 

To join the strikers’ picket line or 
offer support to their fight, call IAM 
Local 388 at (563) 383-6289. 

‘We are fighting for those to 
come,’ Quebec co-op strikers say

JOLIETTE, Quebec — Some 30 
workers at the Novago Cooperative 
here are approaching their sixth month 
on strike, fighting against the bosses’ 
demands for pay cuts of 14% to 29%; 
cuts in sick days, vacation days and 
paid holidays; unstable work sched-
ules; and for management to be able 
to hire nonunion workers to do work 
previously done by union people. They 
have been on strike since Sept. 30.  

Novago was formed in 2018 by 
the fusion of four smaller coopera-
tives. It has 400 employees at differ-
ent locations, providing farmers with 
agricultural and technical advice ser-
vices, sales of agricultural products 
and hardware sales and other services 
throughout Quebec. 

“In the midst of a labor shortage, the 
employer wants to impose a drastic re-
duction of $22 to $15 per hour for certain 
employees, which could push many of 
us to simply quit our jobs,” said Nicole 
Lambert, president of the Syndicat des 
travailleurs et travailleuses de la Coop 
Lanaudiere CSN. Some of these work-
ers, like Lambert,  have been working at 
the cooperative for decades. 

When this worker-correspondent 
joined the strike line on Feb. 22, pickets 
included some with high seniority and 
others with just two or three years. 

The bosses have used intimidation 
tactics, including closing down of the 
BMR hardware store that was part of 
the cooperative Feb. 15, where five 
union members had worked. 

“When they say it wasn’t profitable 
anymore, we don’t believe them. In a 
meeting of the members a few days 
before the shutdown, they said that the 
retail sector was doing fine,” Lambert 
told the Militant. 

The company has been using scabs 
to do union clerical work. “With remote 
work it’s harder to identify the scabs. 
The anti-scab law isn’t adapted to the 
current situation anymore,” Lambert 
said, referring to a 1977 law that was 
won by Quebec workers through a se-
ries of hard-fought strikes. 

The Novago workers have received 
solidarity from a number of unions. On 

Feb. 22, a busload of CSN-organized 
workers from the Firestone tire plant 
in Joliette marched on the picket line. 
Solidarity has also come from Krueger 
paper workers and striking Hilton hotel 
workers from Quebec City. 

Both Novago and Hilton Quebec City 
strikers organized a joint demonstration 
Feb. 17 in front of the cooperative offices 
and the BMR hardware outlet in Joliette. 

“It warms our heart, even when it’s 
only two or three people. It pushes us to 
keep going, even under these hard con-
ditions,” Lambert said. “Our fight isn’t 
personal, we do it because we must. You 
have to look back at those that fought for 
us in the past. They fought so we could 
have good working conditions, so we 
have to do the same for those to come.” 

At the present time, no negotiations 
are taking place. The Quebec City Hil-
ton strikers face a similar situation. 

Solidarity messages for the Novago 
strikers can be sent to sttcooplanaud-
iere@gmail.com.

— Franklin Victor Antonelli

New Zealand CHEP pallet  
workers strike wins gains

AUCKLAND, New Zealand — 
Workers at the CHEP pallet com-
pany’s service center here celebrated 
March 4 after voting unanimously to 
accept a new contract following a two-
week strike. The FIRST Union mem-
bers had kept up a round-the-clock 
picket line, successfully turning back 
many trucks from entering the plant. 

Most workers will get a raise, earn-
ing at least 22.75 New Zealand dollars 
($15.53) an hour, a NZ$2.75 increase 
over the old starting rate. Overtime rates 

will be time and a half for Saturday 
work and double for Sunday. The con-
tract included a NZ$500 signing bonus 
and further pay raises later this year. 

Union Secretary Mark Muller said on 

Facebook that it had taken “guts and re-
solve” for the workers to go out on strike, 
attributing their victory to “solidarity 
and this kind of firm commitment.” 

— Felicity Coggan
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Ivan Dzyuba, Marxist fighter 
for the sovereignty of Ukraine
by seTh galInsky

Ivan Dzyuba died Feb. 22 at the age 
of 90, ironically on the eve of Moscow’s 
invasion of Ukraine. Dzyuba was a lit-
erary critic and Marxist who was jailed 
by the then-Stalinist Soviet government 
of Ukraine in 1973 for his defense of 
political rights and of V.I. Lenin’s views 
on the right of Ukraine and other op-
pressed nations to self-determination. 
Lenin was the central leader of the 1917 
Bolshevik Revolution that overthrew 
the czarist regime in Russia. 

“I have always endeavored to con-
sider nationality problems — just as, 
in fact, all other problems — from the 
viewpoint of the principles of scientific 
Communism and of the teaching of 
Marx, Engels and Lenin,” Dzyuba said 
in 1969 when he published his book 
Internationalism or Russification? 
“perceiving the prospects for their suc-
cessful solutions to lie along the road to-
wards the fulfillment of Lenin’s legacy 
and Communist construction.” 

Dzyuba was born in 1931 in the 
Donbas coal-mining region of eastern 
Ukraine, which is currently under the 
control of Moscow-backed separatist 
gangs. By 1962 he was a well-known 
writer and head of literary criticism at 
Vitchyzna magazine, but was removed, 
accused of “ideological mistakes.” 

Crimes of stalin
By that time he had joined with oth-

ers fighting to recover the cultural and 
literary heritage of Ukraine, as part of 
a growing anti-Stalinist revolutionary 
movement in Ukraine and across Rus-
sia. This came on the heels of Commu-
nist Party leader Nikita Khrushchev’s 
1956 revelations of the tip of the iceberg 
of Joseph Stalin’s crimes in power, as 
well as the powerful working-class re-
bellion in Hungary that year. 

Layers of working people, writers 
and artists in the Soviet Union, in-
cluding Ukraine, were chafing at the 
oppressive policies and actions of the 
bureaucracy that came to power in the 
Stalinist counterrevolution in the So-
viet Union after Lenin’s death.

On Sept. 4, 1965, at the premiere of 
“Shadows of Forgotten Ancestors,” a 
film that broke with the Stalinist-im-
posed historiography of Ukraine, Dzyu-
ba, Vyacheslav Chronovil and Vasyl 
Stus spoke to a packed theater. They 
denounced the arrests earlier that year 
of more than 100 young people and “in-
tellectuals” across the country for their 
anti-Stalinist political views. 

That December Dzyuba wrote to 
the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of Ukraine and the 
Council of Ministers of the Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic to call for an 
end to the “most frightful injustice” of 
this political persecution. 

Dzyuba wrote, “It is no secret that 
during recent years a growing number 
of people in the Ukraine, especially 
among the younger generation (not 
only students, scientists and creative 
writers and artists, but also now quite 
often, workers), have been coming to 
the conclusion that there is something 
amiss with the nationalities policy 
in the Ukraine.” In fact, he said, the 
people of Ukraine face “perpetual, fla-
grant violations of Marxism-Leninism 

on the nationalities question, and the 
abandonment of scientific principles in 
communist national construction.” 

To further an open discussion and de-
bate on these questions he sent them the 
manuscript of his book Internationalism 
or Russification? later published in Rus-
sian, English and Ukrainian editions. 

That book — distributed in English 
at the time by Pathfinder Press — is 
a cogent explanation of Lenin’s view 
of the necessity for communists to 
support the right of oppressed nations 
in the Soviet Union and elsewhere to 
self-determination, including inde-
pendence if they so choose.

Dzyuba describes the flowering of 
culture in Ukraine during the early 
years of the Bolshevik Revolution 
under Lenin’s leadership. He notes 
that “the Ukrainian language was in-
troduced into all spheres of social, 
civic and industrial life, knowledge 
of Ukrainian history and culture was 
fostered; there developed a sense of 
national belonging and of the national 
duties of a Ukrainian communist.” 

He described how the bloody Stalinist 
counterrevolution overturned the gains 
made by the Bolshevik Revolution in re-
lation to Ukraine and other nations. 

standing up to Jew-hatred
Dzyuba also played a key role in 

speaking out against antisemitism. On 
Sept. 29, 1966, he joined a spontane-
ous action of thousands at Babyn Yar 

in defiance of Stalinist authorities to 
commemorate the 25th anniversary of 
the beginning of the Nazi massacre of 
100,000 Jews and tens of thousands of 
others in that ravine in Kyiv. 

When participants realized that 
Dzyuba and other writers were there, 
they demanded they speak. “Babyn Yar 
is a tragedy of all mankind but it hap-
pened on Ukrainian soil. And therefore, 
a Ukrainian has no right to forget it 
anymore than a Jew,” Dzyuba told the 
crowd. “It seems that Lenin’s instruc-
tions concerning the struggle against 
antisemitism are forgotten in the same 
way as his precepts regarding national 
development of the Ukraine.” 

In 1972 Dzyuba was expelled from 
the Writers’ Union, arrested and sen-
tenced to prison. After 18 months in 
jail he signed a statement saying his 

writings were the work of a “mistak-
en man,” and appealed for clemency, 
which he was granted. He was able to 
get work as a proofreader of the factory 
newspaper at the Kyiv Aviation Plant. 

After getting out of jail Dzyuba was 
less politically active, focusing more on 
literary projects. But after the implo-
sion of the Stalinist regime in the Soviet 
Union in 1991, he became minister of 
culture of an independent Ukraine from 
1992 to 1994. He wrote a preface in 2018 
to a forthcoming translation into Ukrai-
nian of Capital by Karl Marx. 

In the last chapter of International-
ism or Russification? Dzyuba wrote 
that Stalin “destroyed several million 
Ukrainians but did not destroy the na-
tion. And no one ever will.” Words 
that remain true to this day. 

The book is well worth reading today.

Cuban unions set mass May Day march, solidarity conference
by seTh galInsky

The Central Organization of Cuban 
Workers (CTC) is inviting workers 
around the world to the million-strong 
May Day parade in Havana — which 
celebrates International Workers Day 
and puts on display the determination of 
Cuban workers to defend their socialist 
revolution. The huge parade had been 
suspended the last two years because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The call, issued by the CTC and 
Cuban Institute for Friendship with 
the Peoples (ICAP), includes a series 
of activities from April 30 to May 2 
for international delegations to take 
part alongside Cuban workers. 

Since November Cuba has made 
tremendous progress in returning to 
“normality.” It reopened its borders 
and schools and restarted suspended 
economic activities. Cuba is number 
two in the world in vaccinations to pro-
tect against COVID-19. Nearly 90% of 
the population is fully vaccinated with 
one of five highly effective vaccines 
developed and produced there. 

Cuba’s exemplary success in over-
coming the virus took place despite the 
brutal intensification of the U.S. eco-
nomic war on Cuba under the admin-
istrations of Donald Trump and Joseph 
Biden. The U.S. rulers have never for-
given the people of Cuba for overthrow-
ing the U.S.-backed dictatorial regime 
of Fulgencio Batista in 1959, and replac-
ing it with a government of workers and 
farmers. Under the leadership of Fidel 
Castro, they showed toilers around the 
world that a socialist revolution is both 
possible and necessary.

The theme of this year’s events is 
“United, those who love and cre-
ate.” A key aspect of the activities is 
to demand the lifting of the criminal 
economic, commercial and financial 
embargo of Cuba that has been main-
tained by Washington — every Dem-
ocratic and Republican administra-
tion alike — for more than 60 years. 

Events this year will include visits 
and community gatherings across Ha-
vana and a conference of international 
solidarity with Cuba the day after. 

Ulises Guilarte, general secretary of 
the CTC, met with representatives of 
building-trades unions from France, 
Panama, Belgium and the Philippines 
visiting Cuba March 3 to invite them 

and other unions worldwide to send 
delegations. Among the trade union-
ists at the meeting were Ambet Yuson, 
general secretary of the Building and 
Wood Workers’ International union 
federation, and Bruno Bothua, secre-
tary general of the General Confedera-

tion of Labor in France, who joined in 
denouncing the U.S. embargo. 

International guests can help by de-
nouncing the “extraterritorial” character 
of the U.S. economic war, the CTC call 
says, “which is the main obstacle to the 
country’s economic and social develop-

ment.” Participants will have the chance 
to “learn about the Cuban reality and ex-
change ideas about conditions through-
out the world” that confront working 
people, including the pandemic and the 
policies of all capitalist governments, in-
cluding Washington, “that put the mar-
ket ahead of the lives of human beings.” 

The U.S. economic war effects ev-
ery aspect of life in Cuba, from food 
to health care to factory production. 
There are shortages of fertilizer and 
pesticides, many medicines, and a 
wide variety of normal foodstuffs.

The mass activities around May 
Day will come on the heels of the 
30th Havana International Book Fair 
April 20-30, which attracts hundreds 
of thousands of Cubans. 

The Socialist Workers Party and 
Pathfinder Press are organizing an in-
ternational team to participate in both 
events. They will be presenting Path-
finder’s two newest titles, The Jewish 
Question by Belgian Marxist Abram 
Leon, who died in a Nazi concentra-
tion camp in 1944, and Labor, Nature, 
and the Evolution of Humanity: The 
Long View of History by Frederick En-
gels, Karl Marx, George Novack and 
SWP leader Mary-Alice Waters. 

Defeat Moscow’s war on Ukrainian independence!

tion were first used against the people 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki by the U.S. 
rulers in 1945 — immediately kill-
ing an estimated 120,000 men, women 
and children, with tens of thousands of 
deaths later from radiation poisoning — 
the risk exists that the capitalist rulers 
who possess them will wipe humanity 
off the face of the earth. 

Putin’s declaration led some to say 
Ukraine’s decision to give up its nu-
clear weapons in 1994 was a mistake. 
In an opinion piece in the Wall Street 
Journal, two former U.S. officials ar-
gue that “without them, a peaceful na-
tion is at the aggressor’s mercy.” They 
say that the U.S. and all other govern-
ments that hold nuclear weapons must 
recognize that. 

The Socialist Workers Party calls 
for a different course. The SWP de-
mands Washington’s immediate uni-
lateral nuclear disarmament and has 
done so since these weapons were 
first developed. Like Cuba’s commu-
nist leadership, the SWP calls on all 
governments with these weapons to 
disarm and to reject development of a 
nuclear weapons program. 

Washington and Moscow — both 
prior to the collapse of the Soviet Union 
and under capitalist rule since then — 
have engaged in an escalating nuclear 
arms race. Agreements reached be-
tween them limiting these arsenals al-
ways left both with more than enough 
to destroy human life on the planet sev-
eral times over. A growing number of 
countries have acquired nuclear weap-
ons, and enduring national and class 

soldiers fired into the air to try to scare 
them away. 

In nearby Nova Kakhovka, Russian 
forces opened fire on an anti-occupation 
protest of 2,000, injuring at least five.

Days after invading forces seized the 
mostly Russian-speaking city Melito-
pol, thousands of residents protested 
the occupation, waving Ukrainian 
flags and chanting at Russian soldiers, 
“Go home! Go home!” Despite a ban 
on demonstrations, protests have been 
held there daily since and are growing 
in size. Residents approach Russian sol-
diers and ask them what they are doing 
in Melitopol and challenge Putin’s pre-
texts for his military invasion. 

“The Socialist Workers Party hails 
their resistance and calls for the defeat 
of Putin’s invading forces,” Socialist 
Workers Party National Secretary 
Jack Barnes said in a March 3 pub-
lic statement on behalf of the party’s 
National Committee. It is available on 
the Militant website. 

Protests in Russia against the war
At a March 5 rally in New York, 

Sasha Nazintseva, 28, held a sign in-
dicating she was Russian and opposed 
Putin’s war. Her family is in Russia 
and she told the Militant many Rus-
sians are against the invasion, but were 
“intimidated from protesting by Pu-
tin’s new laws.” Penalties include up to 
15 years’ imprisonment for spreading 
“fake news” about the war. 

“But things are escalating very 
quickly,” she said. 

Chanting “No to war!” tens of thou-
sands rallied in 147 cities across Russia 
the next day. More than 5,000 people 
were detained and many beaten. Since 
the invasion almost 13,500 protesters 
have been arrested. Some 12,000 Rus-
sian health care workers signed a letter 
to Putin calling for an end to the war. 

A March 6 video shows Sergei Tsivi-
lev, the pro-Putin governor of southwest 

Siberia’s Kuzbass region, confronted by 
an angry crowd of soldiers’ mothers. He 
urged the women not to criticize until 
the war “ends, which it will soon.” 

A woman retorted, “When every-
one dies!” 

“Why did they send our boys 
there?” a woman can be heard asking 
Tsivilev. “They were sent as cannon 
fodder,” one responds, while another 
says authorities “lied to everyone.”  

Moscow’s invading troops are mainly 
conscripts and disproportionately from 
rural areas of Russia or non-Russian. 

Putin threatened March 3 that his 
artillery and missile bombardment 
of urban areas would “get worse if 
the Ukrainians do not accept surren-
der terms.” He demands recognition 
of the Kremlin’s 2014 seizure of the 
Crimean Peninsula and areas in east-
ern Ukraine that were captured by 
pro-Moscow separatist groups.  

Kyiv and Kharkiv, the two largest 
Ukrainian cities, have been besieged by 
Moscow with indiscriminate shelling 
since ground assaults failed to lead to 
their rapid capture. People in Kharkiv, 
Mariupol and elsewhere are hiding in 
underground shelters, without heating, 
water or electricity, as Ukrainian forces 
hold Russian troops off. Food and medi-
cines are running out. 

Mariupol is a special target since 
Ukrainian government forces de-
feated an attempted takeover by pro-
Moscow separatists there in 2014, fol-
lowing the popular Maidan uprising 
that toppled the pro-Moscow regime 
of President Viktor Yanukovych. 

By March 9 over 2 million peo-
ple, mainly women, babies and chil-
dren as well as the elderly, had fled 
Ukraine across its western and south-
ern borders. Of these, 1.2 million have 
crossed into Poland. 

“But there are no border refugee 
camps because families are taking peo-
ple in,” Zofia Lipton, a Polish American, 
told the Militant at the New York rally 

March 5. Her mother told her that “in 
the streets of Warsaw, you hear more 
and more Russian spoken,” the common 
language that many Poles and Ukraini-
ans use to talk with each other. 

No-fly zone? 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 

Zelensky’s call for Washington to 
impose a “no-fly zone” over Ukraine 
was echoed by some at solidarity ral-
lies in cities in the U.S. and elsewhere. 
The administration of President Jo-
seph Biden says it will not do so. 

No-fly zones were imposed by the 
U.S. rulers and allied air forces in the 
1990s over Iraq just after the first Iraq 
war. The intervention was used by 
Washington to unleash deadly assaults, 
weaken the Saddam Hussein regime’s 
air defenses, and pave the way for the 
second Iraq war in 2003. 

Putin warned that he would view 
any acts by governments to police 
such a zone as “participation in the 
armed conflict.” 

Expanding sanctions targeting Rus-
sia by Washington and other imperialist 
powers have been reinforced by a ban 
on Russian energy imports imposed by 
both Washington and London March 8. 
In reality these measures hit working 
people in Russia, already facing years 
of worsening conditions of life and 
work, complicating efforts to mobilize 
opposition there to Moscow’s war. 

“The Socialist Workers Party op-
poses the broadly aimed economic and 
financial embargo imposed on Rus-
sia by the U.S., European, and other 
imperialist ruling classes, as well as 
military maneuvers by these govern-
ments,” the SWP statement explains. 

Join the fight to rid the world of threat of nuclear war
conflicts under capitalism make their 
use by any of these regimes possible. 

“The only way to forestall that pos-
sibility … is to build a revolutionary 
working-class movement powerful 
enough to overthrow the U.S. capital-
ist rulers and disarm them,” explains a 
1990 SWP resolution, “U.S. Imperial-
ism Has Lost the Cold War,” available 
in New International no. 11. 

In a 2005 interview, Fidel Castro, the 
central leader of Cuba’s socialist revo-
lution, said, “We have never considered 
the idea of fabricating nuclear weapons, 
because we don’t need them.” 

“What’s the purpose of producing 
a nuclear weapon when your enemy 
has thousands of them?” Castro asked. 
“Who are you going to use it against? 
Against the American people? No! 
That would be unfair and absurd!” He 
added, “We will never apply methods 
that sacrifice innocent people.”  

“You’ll ruin yourself — a nuclear 
weapon is a good way to commit 
suicide at a certain point,” he said. 
“You’re going to do that against the en-
tire world’s public opinion.” 

In 1991 Cuba also made the deci-
sion to end work on the Juraguá nuclear 
power plant that was begun in 1983, 
with Soviet collaboration. The plant had 
been planned to augment and replace 
much of the island’s electrical system 
that relied on oil, a scarce commodity 
in Cuba. But after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, Castro said, “Who were 
we going to depend on for nuclear fuel? 
Yeltsin? Putin? We had no alternative. 
We decided to halt the work.” 

“We possess a weapon as power-
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ful as nuclear power and it is the im-
mense justice for which we are strug-
gling,” Castro said. 

Leaders of the revolution start with 
the capacities of millions of working 
people to fight to change their condi-
tions, and the fact that they made a so-
cialist a revolution worth defending, an 
example for toilers worldwide to emu-
late. It’s this weapon that has allowed 
Cuba — a country of 11 million, 90 
miles off the coast of the U.S. — to suc-
cessfully fend off relentless attacks by 
the U.S. rulers for more than 60 years. 

Ivan Dzyuba speaks in Kyiv at 1965 premiere of famed film, “Shadows of Forgotten Ancestors.” 
It celebrated Ukrainian culture, in sharp break with Stalinist orthodoxy. Dzyuba spoke out 
against arrests of over 100 youth and intellectuals for their anti-Stalinist views and activity. 

Juvenal Balán

Huge march in Havana May 1, 2018. May Day parade this year will be first for two 
years, followed by conference of international solidarity with Cuba organized by Cuban 
Confederation of Unions. The activities follow the Havana International Book Fair, April 20-30.
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Nazi stormtroopers occupy union offices in Berlin 1933. Stalinist line that Social Democrats were “social fascists,” refusal to 
collaborate with them in fight against Hitler, allowed fascists to come to power without facing serious working-class combat.

Stalinism bears main responsibility for Hitler’s rise to power

Books of 
the month

The Struggle Against Fas-
cism in Germany by Russian 
revolutionary leader Leon 
Trotsky is this week’s Books 
of the Month selection. Writ-
ten during the heat of battle 
against the rising Nazi move-
ment in the early 1930s, he ex-
plains the counterrevolution-
ary course of the Stalinized 
Communist Party, which 
split the workers’ movement 
enabling Hitler to come to 
power without firing a shot. 
Trotsky insistently called for 
a united front and defense 
guards by workers on the 
road to power by the working class and 
its allies. The excerpt is from his March 
14, 1933, article, “The Tragedy of the 
German Proletariat — The German 
Workers Will Rise Again — Stalinism, 
Never!” Copyright © 1971 by Pathfind-
er Press. Reprinted by permission. 

from which to proceed in subsequent 
strategic calculations. …

Before decisive battles will become 
possible, the proletarian vanguard 
will have to reorient itself; that is to 
say, it will have to understand what 
has happened, assign the responsibil-
ity for the great historical defeat, trace 
out the new road, and thus regain con-
fidence in itself.

The criminal role of the Social De-
mocracy requires no commentary: the 
Comintern was created fourteen years 
ago precisely in order to snatch the pro-
letariat from the demoralizing influence 
of the Social Democracy. If it has not 
succeeded up to now, if the German pro-
letariat found itself impotent, disarmed, 
and paralyzed at the moment of its 
greatest historic test, the direct and im-
mediate blame falls upon the leadership 
of the post-Leninist Comintern. That is 
the first conclusion which ought to be 
drawn immediately. …

Since 1923 … the Stalinist leadership, 
although indirectly, assisted the Social 
Democracy with all its strength to de-
rail, to befuddle, to enfeeble the German 
proletariat: it restrained and hindered 
the workers when the conditions dic-
tated a courageous revolutionary offen-
sive; it proclaimed the approach of the 
revolutionary situation when it had al-
ready passed; it worked up agreements 
with petty-bourgeois phrasemongers 
and windbags; it limped impotently at 
the tail of the Social Democracy under 
cover of the policy of the united front; 
it proclaimed the “third period” and the 
struggle for the conquest of the streets 
under conditions of political ebb and the 
weakness of the Communist Party; it re-
placed the serious struggle by leaps, ad-

ventures or parades; it isolated the Com-
munists from the mass trade unions; it 
identified the Social Democracy with 
fascism and rejected the united front 
with the mass workers’ organizations in 
face of the aggressive bands of the Na-
tional Socialists; it sabotaged the slight-
est initiative for the united front for local 
defense, at the same time it systemati-
cally deceived the workers as to the real 
relationship of forces, distorted the facts, 
passed off friends as enemies and ene-
mies as friends — and drew the noose 
tighter and tighter around the neck of the 
party, not permitting it to breathe freely 
any longer, nor to speak, nor to think.

Out of the vast literature devoted to 
the question of fascism it is enough to 
refer to the speech of Thaelmann, offi-
cial leader of the German Communist 
Party, who, at the plenum of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Communist 
International in April 1931, denounced 
the “pessimists.”… Referring to the 
creation of defense groups by the So-
cial Democracy, Thaelmann demon-
strated in the same speech that these 
groups differ in no respect from the 
shock troops of the National Socialists 
and that both of them are likewise pre-
paring to annihilate Communism.

Today, Thaelmann is under arrest. 
Faced with triumphant reaction, the 
Bolshevik-Leninists are in the same 
ranks as Thaelmann. But the policy of 
Thaelmann is the policy of Stalin, that 
is, the official policy of the Comintern. 
It is precisely this policy which is the 
cause of the complete demoralization 
of the party at the moment of danger, 
when the leaders lose their heads, when 
the party members, unaccustomed to 
thinking, fall prostrate, when the prin-

cipal historic positions 
are surrendered without 
a fight. A false political 
theory bears within itself 
its own punishment. The 
strength and the obstina-
cy of the apparatus only 
augment the dimensions 
of the catastrophe.

Having surrendered to 
the enemy everything that 
could be surrendered in 
such a short space of time, 
the Stalinists are trying to 
rectify the past by means 
of convulsive acts, which 
only more brightly illu-

minate the whole chain of crimes com-
mitted by them. Now that the press of 
the Communist Party is stifled, now the 
apparatus is destroyed, now the bloody 
pennant of fascism waves with impuni-
ty over the Karl Liebknecht House, the 
Executive Committee of the Comintern 
is starting out on the road of the united 
front not only from below but also from 
above. The new zigzag, sharper than 
all that preceded it, has not, however, 
been effected on the impulse of the 
ECCI itself; the Stalinist bureaucracy 
has abandoned the initiative to the 
Second International. …

In a special appeal of the ECCI on 
March 5, “To the Workers of All Coun-
tries,” the Stalinists do not say a word 
about social fascism as the main enemy. 
They no longer speak about the great 
discovery of their leader: “The Social 
Democracy and fascism are not antipo-
des but twins.” They no longer insist on 
saying that the struggle against fascism 
demands as a preliminary the defeat 
of the Social Democracy. They do not 
breathe a word about the inadmissibil-
ity of the united front from above. On 
the contrary, they carefully enumer-
ate those cases in the past where the 
Stalinist bureaucracy, unexpectedly for 
the workers and for itself, found itself 
forced to improvise proposals for the 
united front to the reformist summits. 
Thus do artificial, false, and charlatan-
esque theories founder in the fury of the 
historical tempest….

The German proletariat will rise 
again, Stalinism — never. Under the ter-
rible blows of the enemy, the advanced 
German workers will have to build up a 
new party. The Bolshevik-Leninists will 
give all their forces to this work.

by Leon TroTSky
The most powerful proletariat of Eu-

rope, measured by its place in produc-
tion, its social weight, and the strength 
of its organizations, has manifested no 
resistance since Hitler’s coming to pow-
er and his first violent attacks against the 
workers’ organizations. This is the fact 
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Editorial Biden ‘State of Union’

Verdict for Amtrak engineer is victory for workers

Continued from front page

By ChriS hoeppner
PHILADELPHIA — It took less than 90 minutes 

March 4 for a Philadelphia jury to find Brandon Bos-
tian, the engineer during the 2015 Amtrak derailment 
where eight people died and more than 200 were in-
jured, not guilty of all charges brought against him. 

Amtrak had previously agreed to pay $265 million 
to settle claims filed by victims and their families.

The district attorney’s office in Philadelphia had 

An expert on train accidents testified for the defense 
and described several other crashes where investiga-
tors reached similar conclusions. The prosecution 
pressed its case, arguing Bostian was trained for just 
such situations as rocks being thrown at the engine.

rail bosses, Congress cut safety
The prosecuting attorney from the attorney gen-

eral’s office tried to paint Bostian as a villain, while 
disregarding the contempt for safety shown repeatedly 
by Amtrak and Congress. Amtrak bosses cut engine 
crew size over years. Today there is only one work-
er on the engine for much of the time, such as in the 
Washington,  D.C., to New York City run, and if any-
thing happens to him no one else can step in.

At the time of the 2015 crash, Dennis Pierce, presi-
dent of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers 
and Trainmen, and John Previsich, president of the 
SMART Transportation Division, pointed out in a 
joint statement, “Safe transportation service demand[s] 
a crew of at least two fully trained and qualified em-
ployees in the control cab of every train.” This is as 
relevant today as ever. 

Amtrak, like almost all major freight railroads, 
fought to delay installing Positive Train Control, a 
braking safety device that automatically slows or stops 
trains that exceed speed limits. At their urging, Con-
gress continually put off deadlines for them to do so. 

At the time of the crash, these protections were not 
installed on the track Bostian was on. They were de-
ployed only after the deaths from this derailment made 
it politically impossible to avoid doing so any longer. 
The bosses consider safety just another cost.

Currently freight railroads include an engineer and 
conductor in the cab of most trains. While Positive 
Train Control can help ensure safer operation, it can’t 
replace two crew members. Many rail workers have 
no set schedule of hours, work on call 24/7, and work 
12-hour shifts or more. These schedules wreak havoc 
on rail workers’ families. Fatigue is a major challenge.

The freight bosses are trying to eliminate the con-
ductor. The jury verdict in Philadelphia shows that 
safety on the rails can’t be left to the rail bosses and 
their backers in Congress. Two crew members in the 
cab of a passenger train at all times are no less neces-
sary than on a freight train.

As I’m writing this article I hear on the news that a 
freight train with 20 coal cars has derailed just north 
of Baltimore, shutting down Amtrak from Washing-
ton, D.C., to Philadelphia. Rail workers need to use our 
unions to fight to take control over the working con-
ditions we face. This is the only way to ensure safer 
conditions on the job, for rail passengers, and for the 
communities we travel through.

as i see it
declined to prosecute Bostian for the deadly acci-
dent. But Democratic Pennsylvania Attorney General 
Joshua Shapiro filed over 200 charges against the rail 
worker. The case had been dismissed twice. 

In September 2017 Judge Thomas Gehret ruled 
Bostian had no criminal responsibility for the derail-
ment, which, he said, appeared to be an accident. That 
didn’t stop the state, which filed the same case in a 
different court. But in 2019 Judge Barbara McDermott 
made the same ruling, saying, “The law recognizes 
we’re all human.” 

Shapiro appealed, and the case was sent to this 
third trial. Bostian’s attorney, Brian McMonagle, 
said the former engineer had lived through seven 
years wondering whether he would ever get his life 
back. “Today this jury gave him his future back,” 
McMonagle said after the verdict. 

As a conductor on a freight railroad out of Philadel-
phia, I applaud the verdict. Brother Bostian had guts to 
refuse to break and accept the plea deal they made to 
him on charges of involuntary manslaughter, reckless 
endangerment and of causing a catastrophe. If he had 
been convicted he would have faced years in prison. 
Even when innocent, many workers take a plea “bar-
gain” when faced with draconian sentences. 

Bostian’s acquittal is a victory for rail workers, our 
unions and all workers.

The derailment happened after Bostian was 
alarmed and distracted by reports over his train radio 
that a nearby SEPTA commuter train made an emer-
gency stop after it was struck by rocks, shattering the 
windshield. That SEPTA engineer testified about that 
at Bostian’s trial this week, as did a passenger on an 
Amtrak Acela train going in the opposite direction, 
who said a projectile struck his window moments be-
fore Bostian’s train went careening off the rails.

The National Transportation Safety Board investi-
gated the derailment and concluded Bostian lost what 
they call “situational awareness.” Thinking he was on 
a long straightaway, the engineer accelerated, when 
the train was actually approaching a sharp curve.

workers and farmers are sharply counterposed to the 
interests of the U.S. capitalist rulers. Biden made that 
clear, saying, “We use every tool at our disposal to 
protect American businesses.” 

For working people here, the toilers in Ukraine 
are our class allies, and their fight for national in-
dependence is our fight. For Biden and both main 
capitalist parties, the plight of Ukraine is an oppor-
tunity to find new ways to strengthen their hand for 
future wars over markets and profits. 

While Biden made it clear that the U.S. rulers have 
no intention of backing Ukraine on the ground, he did 
say, “We have mobilized American ground forces, air 
squadrons, ship deployments” worldwide. This is part 
of significant shifts underway as all the imperialist 
powers reassess their military and take steps to better 
prepare to defend their national interests. 

As they gear up for coming wars abroad, U.S. boss-
es and their government are fighting to extract greater 
profits out of working people at home. Biden present-
ed nothing to offer workers any protection from this 
assault. Nor did anyone else in the “rebuttals” that fol-
lowed from both Republicans and Democrats.

While workers and farmers confront falling real 
wages and persistent unemployment, Biden claimed 
that on his watch “more jobs [were] created in one 
year than ever before.” In fact, this just reflects the vast 
number of workers tossed out of work during pan-
demic shutdowns pushed by both Biden and Donald 
Trump before him. 

There are still 2.3 million less workers in the labor 
force than before the pandemic. And the percentage of 
women participating in the workforce today has fall-
en, amid skyrocketing costs for child care and declin-
ing choices about how to raise a family. Over 4 million 
workers, especially in retail and restaurants, wanted 
full-time work but could only get part-time hours. 

Seeking to maximize profits, bosses over the last 
year at Kellogg’s and elsewhere forced strikes on 
workers across the country, as they pushed mandatory 
overtime, 12-hour shifts and life-draining schedules. 

Biden lamented his failure to get enough support 
from fellow Democrats to pass a $2 trillion “Build 
Back Better” bill loaded with largesse for the employ-
ing class and “climate control” schemes. He repack-
aged pieces of it in his March 1 address, including 
funding to build 500,000 electric car charging stations. 

Biden blames Trump for putin’s war
The day after the State of the Union address, Biden 

claimed the Jan. 6, 2021, break-in at the U.S. Capitol 
by some supporters of former President Trump en-
couraged Russian President Vladimir Putin to launch 
his murderous assaults on the Ukrainian people. 
“How would you feel if you saw crowds storm and 
break down the doors of the British Parliament and 
kill five cops, injure 145 — or the German Bundestag 
or the Italian Parliament?” Biden said.  

Democrats are using the Jan. 6 break-in to portray 
the former president as a criminal, hoping to bring 
charges that will prevent him from running in 2024. A 
wing of the Republicans share these goals, convinced 
Trump is a barrier to them reaping the benefits of 
Biden’s unpopularity. 

In a step reflecting Democratic Party divisions, the 
president’s State of the Union speech was followed 
by three “rebuttals” from Democrats. Rashida Tlaib, 
from the Democrats socialist wing, demanded the par-
ty push the entire stalled Build Back Better plan, and 
blamed other Democrats for its failure. Letting Tlaib 
respond to Biden was like “slashing your own tires,” 
Democratic Rep. Josh Gottheimer  complained. 

These divisions reflect the political crisis facing the 
capitalist rulers, who see neither party capable of run-
ning a stable government, nor steering a self-confident 
course for their interests at home or abroad. At the 
same time, they increasingly fear that working people 
will less and less look to them for solutions. 

“Workers need our own party, a labor party, 
based on our unions,” Lea Sherman, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for Congress from New 
Jersey, told workers as she campaigned against 
Moscow’s war on Ukraine independence. 

“It would organize and educate all the exploited and 
oppressed, to take on the attacks of the bosses and 
their government and to fight to replace their rule with 
a workers and farmers government,” she said.

Angered at the death and destruction raining down 
on the people of Ukraine by Moscow, and inspired by 
the ferocious resistance of the Ukrainian people, many 
protesters support calls for the U.S. rulers to impose 
ever-tightening sanctions and no-fly zones. 

But regardless of their crocodile tears, the U.S. capi-
talist rulers and their government aren’t motivated by 
the fight of the Ukrainian people for sovereignty. Ev-
erything they do abroad is aimed at advancing their 
class interests in a ceaseless conflict with rivals for 
markets and political domination. U.S. government 
foreign policy — under Democrats and Republicans 
— is an extension of the bosses’ insatiable drive for 
profits at home in a class struggle to drive down work-
ers’ wages, conditions and rights. 

Imperialist intervention will not create better con-
ditions for struggles against the war by workers and 
farmers in Ukraine, or Russia. That is not the U.S. rul-
ers’ goal. The last thing they want is to strengthen the 
self-confidence and power of working people. 

Reviewing past struggles against imperialist war — 
like the fight against the U.S. rulers’ war against the 
Vietnamese people who were fighting for national in-
dependence — is highly instructive. The courageous 
struggle by the Vietnamese, and the carnage inflicted 
both on them and on the U.S. workers sent as cannon 

fodder there, fueled growing mass protests here and 
worldwide that won more and more workers, includ-
ing those in uniform, to oppose that slaughter. At a 
certain point, the U.S. rulers had to back off or face a 
growing class struggle at home.

Punishing sanctions against Moscow, however, 
land hardest on workers and farmers. They’re an 
obstacle to building the unity of working people 
in Ukraine and Russia, and growing collaboration 
against capitalist exploitation and war.

However the course of Putin’s murderous war on 
Ukraine unfolds, as long as capitalists hold power in 
the U.S., Russia, or anywhere, there will be no peace. 
Their declining system, based on oppression and ex-
ploitation, will breed deeper, more violent conflicts, 
with a greater danger nuclear weapons will be used. 

Only the working class and its allies are capable 
of waging a struggle to wrest power from the rul-
ing class, disarm them, and end the threat of more 
wars. The Socialist Workers Party exists to educate 
and organize working people to carry that out. Join 
SWP members campaigning with the statement by 
Jack Barnes, the party’s national secretary: “De-
fend Ukraine’s independence! For defeat of Mos-
cow’s invasion! U.S. troops, nuclear arms out of 
Europe, all of Europe!” 
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