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by brIan wIllIaMS
Members of the Socialist Workers 

Party and the Communist Leagues 
in Australia, Canada, New Zealand 
and the U.K. have taken over the top 
the international Militant drive to 
win new readers and raise $165,000 
to keep getting the paper out. They 
won 1,692 readers to the Militant, got 
out 1,981 books by SWP leaders and 
other revolutionaries, and collected 
contributions totaling $169,561 for the 
Militant Fighting Fund!

Welcome to all new readers and 
congratulations to everyone who 
participated. 

The response shows the expanding 
interest among working people in the 
SWP’s program and activity. Every 
party branch made their goals, which 
were higher than other recent efforts.

Throughout the drive party mem-
bers and supporters distributed the 
SWP’s statement “Defend Ukraine’s 
independence! For defeat of Mos-
cow’s invasion! U.S. troops, nuclear 

by naOMI CraInE
STURTEVANT, Wis. — “Your job 

shouldn’t be your whole life,” Mario 
Palacios told the Militant as he walked 
the picket line outside the Case New 
Holland plant in this suburb of Racine 
May 10. “The last thing you want to 
do is tear families apart.” 

Palacios has worked at Case for 25 
years, building tractors and industrial 
equipment. He and the other mem-
bers of United Auto Workers Local 
180 have been on strike since May 
2. They’re demanding pay raises to 
keep up with inflation and schedules 
that allow workers to spend time with 
their families. 

Members of UAW Local 807 at the 
Case plant in Burlington, Iowa, are 
also part of the strike, bringing the 
total to over 1,000 workers at the two 
locations. 

Chris Steward, with four years 
at the Burlington plant, told the lo-
cal Hawk Eye, “We’d like to be able 
to plan a family vacation for when 

by jOhn STEElE
Over 7,000 residential and com-

mercial drywall workers downed 
their tools, joining the ongoing strike 
of 36,000 Ontario construction work-
ers. This brings the total on strike as 
of May 14 to 43,000. They are fight-
ing for higher wages in face of gal-
loping inflation. 

Other workers are threatening to 
join the strike movement. On May 11, 
8,000 members of the painters’ union 

voted overwhelmingly to give union 
negotiators a strike mandate. 

The strikes began after workers in 
several of the bargaining units voted 
down new contract agreements with 
the construction bosses. Contractors 
had agreed to raise pay over a three-
year contract by a total of 9.5% in the 
Toronto area and 9% in the rest of 
Ontario. 

However, in the middle of negotia-

by TErry EvanS
Numerous demonstrations took place 

across the country May 14 following 
the leak of a draft Supreme Court rul-
ing that would overturn the court’s 1973 
Roe v. Wade decision on abortion. 

Justice Samuel Alito’s draft holds 
the Roe decision was not constitu-
tional, and hands decision-making on 
abortion and related questions to state 
legislatures and public debate. It would 
mean that in states where abortion is 
legal those laws would continue to 
stand. Some state governments have 
passed or are considering legislation 
to impose restrictions on access to the 
procedure. Nationally the door would 
be open to a widespread debate. 

Cattle rancher 
describes crisis 
facing working 
farmers in Texas
by jOSEFIna OTErO

FAIRFIELD, Texas — Alyson Ken-
nedy, SWP candidate for governor of 
Texas, party member Dennis Richter 
and the author of this article met Na-
thaniel Turner on a recent campaign trip 
here. We were eating lunch in a local 
diner where he is the manager. As we 
were paying our bill, he asked us why we 
were in town. “I’m the Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for governor and we’re 

by rOy lanDErSEn
In a successful counteroffensive, 

Ukrainian forces pushed the invad-
ing Russian army back from Kharkiv, 
Ukraine’s second-largest city, reach-
ing the Russian border May 16. Mos-
cow’s plans to capture more of the 

pull out of Ukraine from around Kyiv, 
Sumy and other northern centers.

The U.S. imperialist rulers had the 
same expectations as Putin, shutter-
ing their embassy in Kyiv when the 
fighting started.

But the courageous resistance of 

Defend independence of Ukraine! 
End US sanctions on Russia!

Donbas have stalled. 
The Vladimir Putin regime had 

insisted it would achieve a quick and 
easy victory over Ukraine, seize the 
capital, Kyiv, oust the government 
and take other major cities. This en-
tire scheme failed as Russian forces, 
badly beaten and demoralized, had to 

Anna Zaitseva with infant son in Zaporizhzhia after evacuation from Mariupol‘s Azovstal steel-
works April 30. Her husband stayed behind to aid soldiers resisting Moscow’s intense assault.

Ukraine fighters push back 
invasion - Moscow out now!
Unite workers in Ukraine, Russia against Putin’s war!

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 2
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Striking construction workers on picket line in Ontario May 10. Then some 7,000 drywall 
workers downed their tools, joining 36,000 carpenters and other workers already on strike.
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Texas there are 11,741 Black producers, 
more than in any other state nationwide, 
almost a quarter of all Black farmers. 

Fight for workers, farmers alliance
“It’s important for the working class 

to have alliances with small farmers 
to change this society,” Kennedy said. 
“There will have to be a revolution in 
this country so working people can take 
power and, in alliance with producers on 
the land, create a different kind of gov-
ernment, a workers and farmers govern-
ment. That’s what the SWP fights for. 

“This won’t happen overnight,” Ken-
nedy said. “But we will begin to see 
growing struggles by working people 
in response to a deepening world crisis 
of the capitalist system today.” 

“How is this going to happen?” Turn-
er asked. Richter pointed to the example 
of the Teamsters union in Minneapolis 
in the 1930s. “Conditions facing coal 
haulers led them to fight for big changes. 
To stand up and fight starts with people 
like those workers in Minneapolis.” 

“Unions are good because you have a 
voice,” Turner said. “I’ve been reading 
Teamster Rebellion, and I was impacted 
when the author said, ‘Do you want to 
live your whole life as a coward?’”

 “To keep your farm here you have to 
show the federal tax agency you made a 
profit,” Turner said. A farmer can only 
report losses for three consecutive years. 
“Now they’re trying to make into law 
that a rancher can’t administer antibiot-
ics. Instead, you’ll need to get a vet, so 
more comes out of a rancher’s pocket.” 

“Just a few months after the Janu-
ary 1959 Cuban Revolution, Fidel 
Castro and the new revolutionary 
government nationalized the land, 
guaranteeing that those who farm or 
ranch would never lose their land as 

long as they worked it,” Richter said.   
After eating, Turner took us to see his 

73 cattle several miles from here.
“I grew up in Fairfield where my fa-

ther was a minister,” Turner said. “I 
moved to Indiana where I worked in the 
restaurant and entertainment industry 
hosting banquets. I moved back 10 years 

ago and was going to buy some land to 
ranch until I found out it costs $3,000 an 
acre. You need to purchase more than 
100 acres to get a price break, so it’s in-
evitable big businesses buy up the land. 
I rented 90 acres for $27.77 an acre. Be-
ing a rancher made me a better person. It 
made me think about other people.” 

By SETh gALINSKy
The Socialist Workers Party is hosting 

its annual International Active Workers 
Conference at Wittenberg University in 
Springfield, Ohio, June 9-11. 

The conference will bring together 
members and supporters of the commu-
nist movement and others from around 
the world who are interested in building 
a revolutionary working-class party ca-
pable of leading working people in their 
millions to take political power. The 
three days of presentations, classes and 
other activities will take up key ques-
tions facing workers and farmers today. 

Last year’s conference was held un-
der the banner “Leading the Working 
Class to Take Power: Join the Social-
ist Workers Party! Build the Commu-
nist Vanguard!” 

The gathering will feature talks and 
classes by Socialist Workers Party lead-
ers addressing Moscow’s invasion of 

Ukraine and the courageous resistance 
of Ukrainian workers and farmers, as 
well as opposition to growing imperial-
ist militarization and the threat of new 
and wider wars; the state of the class 
struggle in the U.S. and building a fight-
ing alliance of workers and farmers; the 
importance of the example of Cuba’s 
socialist revolution amid capitalism’s 
growing world disorder; the challenges 
facing working-class families and wom-
en as the crisis of capitalism deepens; 
and the place of Jew-hatred in the im-
perialist epoch and how to fight it. Plans 
for bold use of the Socialist Workers 
Party’s 2022 campaign will be laid out.

If you’re interested in building a 
working-class party and want to learn 
more about the communist move-
ment, and would like to discuss at-
tending the conference, contact the 
SWP or Communist League branch 
nearest you listed on page 8.

Militant/Josefina Otero

Alyson Kennedy, SWP candidate for governor, and Dennis Richter discuss challenges facing 
ranchers amid capitalist crisis with Nathaniel Turner, center, at his Fairfield ranch May 9.

Continued from front page
here to find out about what ranchers and 
farmers face and write an article about it 
for the Militant,” Kennedy said. 

Turner said he’s a small-scale rancher 
and invited us to come back for more 
discussion. He subscribed to the paper 
and bought a copy of Teamster Rebel-
lion, where SWP leader Farrell Dobbs 
describes how party members in Min-
neapolis in the 1930s helped organize 
and lead a fighting class-struggle labor 
movement in the Upper Midwest. 

We returned a couple weeks later and 
he invited us to have lunch in another 
restaurant where he works as a server. 
We talked for a couple hours. 

Fairfield is in Freestone County, 
about 100 miles southeast of Dallas-Fort 
Worth. With a population of 19,500, over 
2,000 work on the land, producing live-
stock, poultry, other animal products, 
hay and other crops. The 2017 U.S. Ag-
riculture Census says there were 1,799 
Caucasian and 440 Black producers on 
the land there. Some 97% are family 
farms, and only 22% hire labor. 

 “Taking your cow to be processed at 
a slaughterhouse costs 99 cents a pound, 
about $660 to butcher and package. And 
it must be USDA inspected or the ranch-
er can’t sell the meat,” he said. “The al-
ternative is to sell your cow to a feed lot. 
The feed lot fattens the cow and sells it 
to a packing plant.” Naturally, payments 
to ranchers are kept as low as possible. 

“The price of fuel has doubled,” he 
added. “Diesel went from $2.20 a gal-
lon to over $5. Fertilizer is up $125 a ton. 
The cost of hay has more than doubled.” 

“Black people have a long history 
in the area, many coming to farm and 
ranch after the Civil War. I think be-
cause of this history there is less racism 
against Blacks here,” Turner said. In 
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‘Militant’ drive for new readers over the top!
Continued from front page

Continued from front page

Country
Sub 

quota
Subs 
sold

Books 
quota

Books 
sold

Fund 
quota

Fund 
received

UNITED STATES
Albany 35 38 60 62 $8,500 $8,553
Atlanta 90 106 90 100 $11,600 $11,839
Chicago 125 126 125 130 $14,000 $14,291

Cincinnati* 90 91 90 92 $5,800 $5,944
Dallas-Ft. Worth* 70 81 70 100 $4,700 $4,980
Lincoln 15 18 15 21 $400 $504
Los Angeles* 130 145 155 177 $14,500 $15,160
Miami 35 36 35 58 $5,000 $5,250
Minneapolis 70 81 70 86 $5,500 $5,640

N. New Jersey 90 92 90 96 $7,250 $7,697
New York 125 126 125 147 $17,500 $17,649
Oakland 100 100 100 108 $14,000 $14,380
Philadelphia 40 41 40 44 $4,250 $4,885
Pittsburgh 50 54 50 56 $5,000 $5,016
Seattle 70 82 70 71 $13,000 $13,681
Washington 65 68 65 68 $5,000 $5,042
Other 40 229 $1,300
Total U.S. 1200 1324 1250 1645 $136,000 $141,811

Prisoners 45 76

UNITED KINGDOM
London* 55 57 60 70 $4,000 $5,170
Manchester* 50 52 50 76 $2,000 $2,050
Total U.K. 105 109 110 146 $6,000 $7,220

Canada 110 110 110 120 $13,670 $13,830

New Zealand 35 37 35 35 $4,000 $4,100

Australia 35 36 35 35 $2,500 $2,600

Total 1,530 1,692 1,540 1,981 $162,170 $169,561
SHOULD BE 1,600 1,600 1,600 1,600 $165,000 $165,000
*Raised goal. Other includes 39 subs, 229 titles at book fairs

March 12-May 17 (final chart)

Campaign to expand reach 
of ‘Militant,’ books, fund  

‘Schedules that don’t tear families apart’
it’s convenient for us, when it’s con-
venient for our family, not around 
the company’s time.” Workers with 
less than five years seniority get just 
one week of vacation per year, which 
they’re required to take during the 
plant’s summer shutdown. 

Steward’s wife, Ashley Lee, who 
also works at Case, said they need 
raises. “We want to be able to sup-
port a family, not live week to week,” 
said Lee, a mother of two. 

Workers at both plants also ob-
ject to forced overtime and irregular 
schedules. 

The company has been bringing in 
vanloads of scabs to both plants, try-

ing to continue production. Strikers 
in Wisconsin held a rally at the union 
hall May 9, one week into the walk-
out, followed by mass picketing by 
over 100 workers at the plant

UAW members at Case struck for 
nearly three weeks in 2004, and the 
company responded with a lockout 
lasting four months. 

On the picket line here in Wiscon-
sin, Palacios recalled that fight. “The 
company built up inventory, and 
locked us out when they were ready,” 
he said. “This time we didn’t leave 
them a lot of finished tractors.” 

The strikers welcome visits to their 
picket line and donations of supplies 
to the two union halls. 

Militant/Valerie Edward

High School student Linda Bolster, left, subscribes 
to Militant after speaking with SWP supporter Holly 
Harkness at May 14 rally for women’s rights in Atlanta. 

arms out of Europe, all of Europe!” It 
was issued March 3 by Jack Barnes, 
the party’s national secretary, on be-
half of the SWP’s National Commit-
tee. We explained why Washington’s 
sanctions on Russia are an obstacle 
to building unity and solidarity be-
tween working people in Ukraine 
and working people in Russia, in-
cluding Russian soldiers, against 
Moscow’s invasion. 

We also found widespread interest 
in discussing how workers here can 
defend ourselves against attacks by 
the bosses and their government. In 
addition to subscribing, many work-
ers that party members met when they 
knocked on their doors kicked in extra 
cash to the fund. 

As the drive was coming to a close, 
sizable actions were organized in a 
number of cities after a leak from the 
Supreme Court indicated a majority of 
justices intend to overturn Roe v. Wade. 

In Atlanta, some 3,500 people ral-
lied May 14. SWP members set up 
two literature tables at the action to 
discuss defending workers and our 
families, charting a working-class 
course for women’s emancipation and 
the stakes for working people in op-
posing Moscow’s war. 

“The corporation where I work has 
no idea what we workers face,” re-
tail worker Kimberlee Dor said as she 
signed up for a Militant subscription. 
She said bosses push them to unload 
trucks with too few workers. 

“Workers face this in every indus-
try,” said SWP member Janice Lynn. 
“It’s part of the capitalists’ drive to 
increase their profits.” She said work-
ers and our unions need to fight to 
take control of production from the 
bosses, so we decide how all aspects 

of the job are organized. 
At the rally 23 people signed up for 

Militant subscriptions and 14 books 
were sold. Several youth brought 
friends over to the table so they could 
also subscribe. 

Heightened interest among truckers
Around the country party mem-

bers visited truck stops to discuss the 
conditions truckers face, including the 
threat to their livelihoods from rising 
fuel prices. Drivers were eager to talk 
about the protests earlier in the year in 
Ottawa. The Canadian government ar-
rested hundreds of truckers, seized their 
rigs and bank accounts, and carried out 
other attacks on their political rights. 

SWP members from Dallas-Fort 
Worth visited 17 Texas truck stops, 
selling 23 subscriptions, 24 books and 
collecting $59 in contributions for the 
Militant Fighting Fund. Teamster Re-
bellion by SWP leader Farrell Dobbs 
was one of the most popular titles. 
Dobbs recounts the story of the battles 
he helped lead of coal haulers fighting 
for union recognition in Minneapo-
lis in the 1930s and the over-the-road 
campaign to organize drivers into the 
Teamsters union across the Midwest. 

Some 20 people rallied at the county 
courthouse in Fort Worth May 10 to 
protest abuse and neglect of prisoners 
being held at the Tarrant County Jail. 
SWP members joined the action. 

Kristina Salinas described the treat-

ment of her sister, Kelly 
Masten, who had a seizure. 
Instead of being taken to 
a hospital Masten was in-
carcerated at the Tarrant 
County Jail for 10 days. 
“There are no neurologists 
on staff there,” Salinas told 
the rally. Several former 
prisoners attended the dem-
onstration. Three protesters 
subscribed to the Militant, 
and one bought the title Are 
They Rich Because They’re 
Smart? Class, Privilege, and 
Learning Under Capitalism. 

Interest in the Militant and 
books by revolutionaries was 
high at book fairs in Los An-
geles and Berkeley, Califor-
nia. A total 91 subscriptions 
and 319 books were sold. 

As they campaigned 
with the party’s program 
and literature, members 
and supporters in New Jer-
sey collected signatures to get SWP 
candidates for U.S. Congress, Joanne 
Kuniansky and Lea Sherman, on the 
ballot. More than 150 people signed 
up in each district where the SWP is 
running, more than triple the number 
required for ballot status.

A similar ballot drive is underway in 
Minnesota May 17-31. In June the SWP 
will campaign to get its candidate for 
Congress on the ballot in Philadelphia. 

The openings for the SWP to use its 
campaigns to get the word out about 
its program and activities was shown 
by a May 16 feature in the Sacramento 
Bee entitled “Meet the Socialist Work-
ers Party candidate running in Califor-
nia to be a US senator,” describing the 
campaign of Eleanor García.

To get involved, contact the SWP 
or Communist League branch nearest 
you listed in the directory on page 8. 

Sri Lanka protesters stand firm against gov’t attacks 
by vivian SaHner

Public anger exploded in Sri Lanka 
May 9 after several hundred support-
ers of Prime Minister Mahinda Raj-
apaksa, many armed with iron bars, 
attacked peaceful protesters camped 

out in Colombo, the coun-
try’s capital. Police did 
little to stop the attack that 
left nine hospitalized and 
up to 150 injured. Two of 
the main campsites were 
burned down.  

“They started destroy-
ing everything,” Kasumi 
Ranasinghe Arachchige 
told the media, describ-
ing the damage to the 
tents, including temporary 
showers and a library. “It 
seemed as if they knew 
what and who to look for.” 

Within hours of the at-
tack, the prime minis-
ter was forced to resign. 
Three other members of 
the Rajapaksa family have 
resigned from the cabi-
net since April. A central 
demand of the weekslong 
upsurge has been for the 
ouster of President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa, the prime 
minister’s brother, and his 
government. 

Soaring inflation, 
spreading power outages 
and shortage of food and 
fuel are devastating the 
lives of millions in Sri 
Lanka. The country’s infla-
tion was 30% in April, with 
food prices up nearly 50% 
from a year earlier. Weeks 
of largely peaceful protests 
by tens of thousands of 
workers, farmers and youth 

have demanded change. On April 28 
more than 100 trade unions carried out 
a one-day nationwide strike. 

Hundreds of protesters remain in 
what is dubbed, “Gota-Go Village,” de-
manding that President Rajapaksa step 
down. A coalition of labor unions has 
set up a tent next to a group representing 
the deaf. Political groups, disabled vet-
erans and students fill other tents. There 
are booths of artists and photographers, 
a tent for discussing constitutional is-
sues, and vans with lawyers and medi-
cal volunteers. 

The COVID-19 pandemic, which gut-
ted the country’s tourist trade; skyrock-
eting inflation, including the fuel price 
hikes exacerbated by Moscow’s war 
against Ukraine; and billions in high 
interest loans from China negotiated 
by the former prime minister have left 
the country on the brink of bankruptcy. 
Nearly $7 billion of its $25 billion in for-
eign debt is due for repayment this year. 

The pro-government attack un-

leashed a widespread response of vio-
lence and anger overnight, with pro- and 
anti-government supporters clashing 
for the first time since protests began in 
March. At least eight people died, more 
than 200 people were wounded and 
over 100 houses damaged, including 
several government officials’ homes. 
The government authorized the mili-
tary and police to arrest people without 
warrants and approved shoot-on-sight 
orders against anyone they deem in-
volved in violent protests. 

The government had reimposed a 
state of emergency May 6 after police 
fired tear gas and arrested students pro-
testing near parliament. 

The president appointed Ranil Wick-
remesinghe as the new prime minister 
— it would be his sixth term in office. 
“We have a president who has lost the 
legitimacy of the people,” a spokesman 
for the Tamil National Alliance told the 
press, “and now a prime minister who 

Continued on page 9
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‘COVID clinics in socialist 
Cuba show what is possible’
BY ClauDIa KaIser-lenOIr

HAVANA — I had been here two 
days in late April as part of an interna-
tional team of volunteers, helping set up 
the Pathfinder Books stand at the Ha-
vana International Book Fair, when I 
developed COVID-19 symptoms.

Had I been a Cuban, I would have 
been seen by my family doctor and 
nurse, either through a house call or at 
their office a few blocks from my home. 
They would know my medical history 
and that of my household, and be fa-

ministered to COVID patients. Now it is 
only given to high-risk patients or those 
whose immune system reacts slowly to 
overcome the infection.

On day 13, I finally tested nega-
tive for COVID and was released. My 
nurses and doctors gave me an affec-
tionate farewell.

The health workers I got to know at 
the clinic were proud of their role in 
helping combat the pandemic. They 
were proud that Cuba has created ef-
fective COVID vaccines, and that bri-
gades of Cuban medical volunteers 
have helped fight the pandemic in 
other countries. Today some 90% of 
Cuba’s population, including children 
2 years and older, are fully vaccinated, 
and over 50% are boosted.

At the same time, the country’s health 
care system is sharply strained under 
the impact of the world capitalist crisis, 
compounded by Washington’s brutally 
tightened economic sanctions. Many ba-
sic medicines have to be imported, from 
painkillers to blood pressure drugs, and 
today are nearly impossible to find. In 
face of this crisis, over the past several 
months some Cuban medical workers 
have left for other countries.

How Cubans fought COVID
For the first year of the pandemic, a 

well-organized system of contact trac-
ing and quarantine centers, and visits 
to the homes of people for whom it was 
harder to get around, together with other 
public health measures, helped slow 
down the spread of the virus. The sharp 
surge in infections in mid-2021 receded 
once vaccines were rolled out, and the 
country was able to lift many restric-
tions by the end of last year. As of May 
15, only two COVID deaths had been 
reported in two weeks.

Because of the enormous costs in-
volved in maintaining the quarantine 
centers — from food, air condition-
ing and supplies to workers’ wages 
— today only young children (with 
their mothers), the elderly and people 
with potential medical complications 
are isolated in medical facilities. Most 
COVID patients and their contacts 
quarantine at home.

I called Moraima López MacBean, 
a leader of the Paulo Freire Communi-
ty Center in La Lisa, a large working-
class district of Havana. She told me the 
neighborhood-based Committees for 
the Defense of the Revolution (CDRs) 
have helped organize to bring food to 
those isolating at home, especially those 
living alone or with disabilities.

Nonetheless, the forced social isola-
tion over two years of the pandemic has 
taken a toll, especially among the elder-
ly. With a life expectancy comparable 
to the most developed imperialist coun-
tries, Cuba has the oldest population in 
the Americas, and more older Cubans 
are living alone than ever before.

López MacBean noted the many ini-

tiatives in Cuba to draw older adults 
into social and productive activity. 
These include the Casas del Abuelo 
(Grandparents’ Circles), day care cen-
ters for the elderly; the University for 
Older Adults, for continuing educa-
tion; and the tai chi exercise sessions 
held in neighborhoods across Cuba. 
Under the pandemic protocols, these 
programs were largely suspended.

“For me, the hardest was the end of 
the daily tai chi exercises,” said María 
Eugenia Quintana, 86, a resident of La 
Lisa and leader of the University for 
Older Adults.

The prolonged social isolation has 
had an impact on mental health for 
many older Cubans. Yudeysi Aguilar, 
a nurse at the Camilo Cienfuegos Clin-
ic, told me she has seen a greater de-
mand for geriatric and mental services 
at Havana clinics.

The health care workers who took 
care of me were particularly inter-
ested to hear about the situation in the 
United States. Jesús, a nurse, was sur-
prised when I described how working 
people in the U.S., where the medical 
system is a for-profit capitalist busi-
ness, with sharp class differences in 
how they and their bosses are treated, 

have been left to fend for themselves 
in face of the pandemic.

Some I spoke with have had firsthand 
experience with the conditions working 
people face under capitalism. Dr. Sil-
vio Saya, an anesthesiologist in his 30s, 
served for three years on an interna-
tionalist medical mission in a village in 
southern Bolivia. “It was disturbing for 
me to have to charge patients for surgery 
or tests,” he said about the clinic where 
he worked.

“I loved the work I did and learned a 
lot. But I never got used to it. I grew up 
instilled with socialist values, not capi-
talist ones.” Those values are the product 
of a socialist revolution, through which 
Cuba’s working people overturned 
capitalist rule, took state power, and for 
more than six decades have fought to 
transform society.

Before my release, I gave Dr. Saya a 
copy of Red Zone, by Cuban journalist 
Enrique Ubieta, one of the most popu-
lar books at the Pathfinder stand during 
the book fair. It’s an eyewitness account 
of how Cuban internationalist medical 
volunteers and their revolutionary gov-
ernment were decisive in ending the 
2014–15 Ebola epidemic in West Africa. 
He was delighted.

Join May 29 protests against US embargo of Cuba!
 For the last two years, car caravans and protests calling for an end to 

the U.S. economic war on Cuba have taken place on the last Sunday of 
every month across the United States and around the world. For more 
than 60 years — under Democratic and Republican presidents alike — 
Washington has done everything within its power to punish the Cuban 
people for overthrowing the U.S.-backed Fulgencio Batista dictatorship 
and carrying out the first socialist revolution in the Americas. 

The worldwide economic crisis, disruptions caused by measures taken 
around the COVID-19 pandemic, and the impact of Moscow’s invasion 
of Ukraine have all made it even more difficult for Cuba to import food, 
fuel and many other basic necessities, as well as parts and supplies to 
keep things running. 

This month one of the main caravans will be in Miami, home to the 
largest number of people of Cuban descent in the U.S. Far from being a 
monolithic bloc of opponents of the Cuban Revolution, large numbers 
of Cubans in Miami oppose the cruel U.S. embargo. The caravans there 
against the U.S. embargo are often the largest held each month. 

Opponents of the embargo will assemble at 11 a.m. on Ponce de Leon 
Blvd., between Salamanca and Calabria avenues in Coral Gables May 
29. This month opponents of the Cuban Revolution have called for a 
counterprotest at the same time and place. 

The Miami Caravan Against the U.S. Blockade of Cuba and Bridges of 
Love are organizing to ensure a large, peaceful protest, including encour-
aging participation from around the country. 

For more information on caravans in your area visit the National Net-
work on Cuba at nnoc.info or contact Militant distributors listed on page 8. 

— Seth GalinSky

RepoRteRs 
notebook

miliar with my general living situation. 
As with other Cubans, my medical care 
wouldn’t cost me a penny.

But being a visitor from abroad, 
friends took me to the Cira García In-
ternational Clinic. After testing positive 
for COVID, I was taken by ambulance 
to the much larger Camilo Cienfuegos 
International Clinic.

This clinic, a renowned ophthalmo-
logical treatment center, has been con-
verted into a COVID isolation center for 
foreign visitors like me. Although it con-
tinues to serve its original function on a 
more limited basis, it has already housed 
more than 2,500 COVID patients since 
the start of the pandemic. The day I 
checked in, 27 COVID-positive adults 
and three children accompanied by their 
mothers were staying there.

My check-in was prompt, X-rays were 
taken and an electrocardiogram per-
formed to assess lungs and heart, and 
I was assigned a simple, spotless room 
with a private bathroom. My expenses 
there were entirely covered by health 
insurance included in the price of my 
airline ticket to Cuba with an extra fee 
of $3 a day. All I was asked for by clinic 
workers was my passport, boarding pass 
and proof of return ticket.

I remained in isolation for 13 days. 
Unfortunately, I missed the entire book 
fair. Fortunately, I was well cared for 
and I learned a lot, including much of 
the information in this article.

Twice daily a nurse checked my vital 
signs, and I had two daily visits by the 
physician on duty. I was served three 
simple, well-balanced meals daily.

After 10 days of testing, my doctors 
determined that my antigen levels were 
not rising enough to fight the infection, 
and prescribed Nasalferon, a low-dose 
form of interferon administered as nose 
drops. Interferon has been used in Cuba 
as an antiviral drug since it was first de-
veloped here in the early 1980s.

During the early stages of the pan-
demic in Cuba, before vaccines became 
available, Nasalferon was widely ad-

Escambray/Vicente Brito

Food delivery during peak of pandemic in May 2020. health care workers and other Cubans 
are proud of role they played in combating pandemic and at Cuba’s 90% vaccination rate.

new YOrK
new York
Film Documentary: ‘sankara’s Or-
phans.’ Part of New York African Film 
Festival. Discussion with film’s director, 
Géraldine Berger, following screening. 
Sat., May 21, 4:30 p.m. Donation: $15. 
Maysles Documentary Center, 343 Mal-
colm X Boulevard.
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on the picket line

25, 50, and 75 years ago

June 2, 1997
CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand 

— Anzac Day celebrations here were 
seized on by capitalist politicians and 
media to glorify past military adven-
tures of New Zealand imperialism, and 
to gain support for the government’s 
push to refurbish the country’s armed 
forces in preparation for future conflicts. 
Anzac Day commemorates the Gallipo-
li campaign, a bloody eight-month con-
flict in Turkey during World War I.

New Zealand’s armed forces are de-
signed to operate in partnership with 
those of Australian imperialism and 
have been “involved internationally” in 
many imperialist interventions under 
the banner of the United Nations since 
the Gulf War, just as they were involved 
in the aggression against Korea and 
Vietnam in previous decades.

For the ruling class, joining with 
Washington in major conflicts re-
mains the lodestar of its foreign and 
military policy. 

June 2, 1972
MONTREAL — The massive 

strike wave continues across Quebec 
in the wake of the jailing of the three 
presidents of major labor bodies. 
More than 100,000 workers in private 
and public sectors have walked off 
the job. Their demands are: free the 
jailed union leadership; repeal Bill 19, 
which broke the strike of the 210,000 
public service workers; and amnesty 
for all unionists fined or jailed for ig-
noring injunctions that violated their 
right to strike.

The strike began May 9. By May 12, 
a dozen cities and towns were totally 
strikebound. Roving squads of strikers 
patrolled the streets.

The capitalist press expresses deep 
unease. Typical is the Toronto Globe 
and Mail, “We are witnessing a new 
surge of a third political force, one out-
side the normal political structure of 
government and opposition; one in fact 
dedicated to their destruction.”  

May 31, 1947
The Taft-Hartley slave labor legis-

lation hangs over the American trade 
union movement like a razor-sharp 
sword. The trade union bureaucrats 
have sent appeals to [President] Tru-
man to please reject this legislation. 
The AFL officials have ear-marked 
$1,500,000 for an advertising and radio 
campaign to inform the public.

But this is utterly inadequate. The 
great mass of workers want to exert real 
pressure on Truman and Congress. This 
can come only from demonstrations and 
mass actions involving millions of par-
ticipants. Resolutions passed by union 
bodies throughout the country show that 
the union ranks want a 24-hour nation-
wide protest strike.

They want a definitive answer to the 
Taft-Hartley legislation. The way to 
do that is to organize an independent 
Labor Party! Mobilize on the political 
field and put labor’s own representa-
tives in office! 

Striking refinery workers 
picket Chevron headquarters

SAN RAMON, Calif. — Dozens of 
striking refinery workers and family 
members picketed the Chevron corpo-
rate headquarters here May 10, wav-
ing signs saying, “Enough is enough, 
bargain in good faith,” “Safe refineries 
save lives,” and “500 strong striking at 
Chevron.”

With fuel prices skyrocketing, 
Chevron’s profit-hungry bosses just an-
nounced the highest quarterly earnings 
in almost a decade. Yet management 
has not budged on the strikers’ de-
mands for sustainable work schedules, 
better safety procedures and wages that 
can keep up with inflation.

“For years they’ve taken bite after 
bite out of us,” refinery operator Jose 
Chavez told this Militant worker-corre-
spondent. “Cuts in safety. Giving us a 
raise and then taking more money back 
in out-of-pocket medical expenses. 
And the overtime. They definitely need 
to hire more people!”

Refinery operator Elvira Figueroa 
came to the protest dressed as a rat, 
displaying her opinion of the com-
pany. This is her first time on strike 
and she is a regular volunteer at strike 
headquarters. “For me, the big issue 
is short staffing and being on call 
even when you have a day off,” she 
said. Long hours and stress from job 
combinations lead to a high turnover, 
making things worse.

The strikers, members of United 
Steelworkers Local 5, are maintaining 
picket lines 24/7 at the refinery gates 
in Richmond. These workers need soli-
darity in their fight with this oil giant.

— Betsey Stone

UK rail cleaners strike 
for higher wages, sick pay

LONDON — “Our living expenses 
are increasing so we need better pay,” 
striking train cleaner Rositsa Tomova 
told the Militant outside St. Pancras 
International railway station here April 
30. Tomova led other strikers, members 
of the Rail Maritime and Transport 
union, chanting the workers’ demands 

as passengers went by. 
Hundreds of cleaners, working for 

contractor Churchill on the Govia 
Thameslink Railways, HS1, Southeast-
ern Railways and Eurostar went on 
strike April 27, demanding 15 pounds 
an hour ($18.30) and sick pay.

Rose-Mary Afirim-Anturi has 
worked as a cleaner on Eurostar for 
18 years. “When Churchill took over, 
they lowered my wages,” she said. “I 
lost 200 pounds a month.” The fact 
that Churchill only allows two weeks 
holiday at a time is also an issue for 
workers who want to visit their fami-
lies abroad. 

“There’s not enough staff so they 
expect us to do more work,” Tomova 
said, “which makes more money for 
Churchill.” On May 7 the cleaners went 
back to work after bosses said they 
would negotiate. 

— Tony Hunt and Catharina Tirsén

Quebec bakery workers fight  
for wage increase, safety

BOUCHERVILLE, Quebec — Over 
300 workers have been locked out at 
the Bridor industrial bakery plant here 
since April 25 for demanding a wage 
hike to keep up with the cost of living.

Bridor locked out the members of 
the Confederation of National Trade 
Unions (CSN) after they held a two-
hour work stoppage. The workers then 
voted to go on strike.

The company also has plants 

tions the federal government agency 
Statistics Canada released its monthly 
inflation numbers, reporting a 6.7% 
increase in March alone, a rise from 
5.7% the month before. 

Workers said the proposed wage 
increase agreed to by the bosses and 
union officials would be more than 
wiped out after the first year of the 
contract. 

The strike is the largest in the resi-
dential construction industry in over 
20 years. On May 1, 15,000 residen-

tial skilled workers walked off the 
job paralyzing high-rise and low-rise 
housing construction. About 6,000 
operating engineers, who operate 
cranes and other heavy machinery, 
struck at the same time. The follow-
ing week 15,000 members of the car-
penters’ union joined the strike. 

The contracts of the many unions 
involved expired April 30. 

There are about 570,000 construc-
tion workers in Ontario, many of them 
workers who have emigrated to Cana-
da relatively recently. Almost half live 

and work in the Greater Toronto Area. 
The strikes are taking place amid 

a construction boom. There are more 
than 200 high crane sites in the To-
ronto area alone and thousands more 
housing units are under construction 
throughout the province. 

As of May 12, negotiations between 
the bosses and carpenters’ union offi-
cials had “stalled,” Mike Yorke, presi-
dent and director of public affairs 
and innovation for the Carpenters’ 
District Council of Ontario, United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join-
ers of America, told the press.  

“The livelihoods of our members 
are being impacted and we demand 
that the employers get back to the 
bargaining table as soon as possible,” 
Yorke said.  

Under the anti-worker Ontario La-
bor Relations Act, strikes in the hous-
ing sector must end within six weeks 
— in this case by June 15 — or the 
disputed issues are turned over to a 
government-appointed arbitrator. 

The six-week limit, however, does 
not apply to workers in the commer-
cial sector. A longer strike by these 
workers could cause significant de-
lays in the construction of hospitals, 
office towers, light rail transit, as well 
as holding up the multibillion-dollar 
renovations to government buildings 
in Ottawa. 

The strikers need and deserve the 
solidarity of all working people. Send 
messages to LiUNA Local 183, 1263 
Wilson Ave., Suite 205, East Wing, 
Toronto ON, M3M 3G2, Canada; 
IUOE Local 793 Business Manager 
Mike Gallagher at (905) 469-9299, 
ext. 2202; Carpenters’ District Coun-
cil of Ontario and Drywall Acoustic 
Lathing & Installation Local 675, 222 
Rowntree Dairy Road, Woodbridge 
ON L4L 9T2. Tel.: (905) 652-4140. 

Militant/Betsey Stone

Striking refinery workers picket entrance to Chevron corporate headquarters in San Ramon, 
California, May 10. Workers are fighting for wage raises, safety, sustainable work schedules. 

across the river in Montreal and in 
New Jersey. 

Jean-Baptiste LaGuerre, the local’s 
vice president for health and safety, told 
this worker-correspondent that work-
ers want an immediate wage increase 
of 17% and cost-of-living adjustments 
over the life of the contract. Bridor 
bosses are offering 2.5% to 3.5%. The 
inflation rate in Canada is 6.7%. The 
unionists have been without a contract 
since Dec. 31, 2020. 

Bosses had been running the bakery 
prior to the lockout with 300 workers, 
but 400 are needed, said striker Karine 
Morisseau, the local’s business agent. 
“They do a lot of overtime as well as 

working on the production lines at a 
very high speed with less workers. 
This increases the risk of accidents and 
exhaustion,” she said. Workers have to 
work on holidays and can be made to 
take their vacation during the annual 
plant shutdown. 

“We are seeking a better reconcili-
ation between work and family life,” 
said striker Laila Hajby, the local’s vice 
president for grievances. 

On May 2 the workers protested at 
an event in Montreal where Bridor 
bosses were given a prize by the 
Chamber of Commerce “for excel-
lence in management.” 

— Joe Young
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Ukraine pushes back invasion

Putting Russian soldier on trial for ‘war 
crimes’ weakens fight against Putin’s war

Ukrainian prosecutors rushed to put 21-year-old Russian Sgt. Vadim 
Shysimarin on trial May 13, charging him with having committed “war 
crimes.” This is the first of what authorities there say will be hundreds 
of such prosecutions. If convicted Shysimarin faces 10 to 15 years in 
prison. He’s accused of shooting an unarmed civilian Feb. 28, four 
days into Moscow’s invasion. Both he and the prosecution agree that 
he acted under orders from above. 

This is a blow to forging solidarity between working people in both 
Ukraine and Russia in the fight against Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine.

The youthful troops, often conscripts from rural areas, are the cannon 
fodder in the Russian capitalist rulers’ war. Many have refused to fire on 
civilians or rendered their equipment nonfunctional. The responsibil-
ity for any inhuman conduct by Moscow’s forces lies squarely with the 
Kremlin, President Vladimir Putin and his military high command. 

By launching these trials, Kyiv also stymies any fraternal appeals to 
rank-and-file Russian soldiers, and ignores reports of deadly miscon-
duct among its own forces. 

The imperialist rulers of the U.S., U.K. and others use the highly pub-
licized horrors of Moscow’s war to help mobilize bourgeois public opin-
ion at home behind their own drives to expand their military forces and 
deepen economic sanctions that fall hardest on working people in Russia. 

The Nuremburg trials of Nazi leaders at the end of World War II 
were imposed by Washington, Moscow and their allies, the victors in 
that bloody conflict. Comparable or worse war crimes by the “Allies,” 
such as firebombing working-class areas of Hamburg and Dresden in 
Germany and dropping atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 
Japan, were not put on trial. 

“While using the Nuremberg trial to cover up the real roots of Ger-
man fascism, the main aim of the Allied imperialists was to establish, 
through a pretended impartial juridical procedure, the exclusive ‘war 
guilt’ of Germany,” the Oct. 12, 1946, Militant reported. “Thus, Allied 
imperialism hoped to conceal its equal complicity with German im-
perialism in unleashing the Second World War.” 

“If we’d lost the war, we’d all have been prosecuted as war crimi-
nals,” said Gen. Curtis LeMay, wartime head of the U.S. Air Force. 

Taking the moral high ground, with a fraternal class appeal by Ukraini-
an working people to the sons of Russian workers and farmers in uniform 
and their families in Russia would speed the disintegration of the invad-
ing army’s discipline, hastening the end of the war — and Putin’s regime. 

— R. L.

The Militant   May 30, 2022            7

by seTh galinsky
Workers and their unions in Ukraine 

are joining in the fight to defeat Mos-
cow’s invasion of their country, while 
standing up to assaults on jobs, wages 
and working conditions by bosses 
who are backed by the government of 
President Volodymyr Zelensky.

Working people have been at the 
forefront of resistance to the Russian 
invasion, from protests in occupied 
cities like Kherson to signing up as 
combatants in the Ukrainian army and 
territorial defense forces. 

“At least 15% of miners volunteered 
for the military,” Mikhailo Volynets, 
president of the Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions of Ukraine, told the Mili-
tant by phone from Kyiv May 2. At the 
Pavlograd coal mine in the Donbas area 
owned by billionaire Rinat Akhmetov, 
800 out of 4,000 workers are now in the 
army fighting the invasion. 

“The war has destroyed a large part 
of the economic and social infrastruc-
ture of Ukraine,” Volynets said. “Rail 
lines, communications and bridges 
were destroyed by Russian forces. 
There is increasing inflation.” Gross 
national product has fallen by 50%, he 
says, and millions lost their jobs. 

While fierce resistance by working 
people has pushed Moscow’s troops 
out of large parts of the country, Pu-
tin’s forces have doubled the area they 
control since the invasion, especially 
in parts of southern Ukraine. 

Workers fight on two fronts
Oleksandr Skyba, a rail worker 

from Kyiv and a member of the Free 
Trade Union of Railway Workers and 
Transport Builders, described the 
work his union is doing at a solidarity 
conference held in Lviv May 5-6. 

Rail lines and depots are being 
bombed as Moscow tries to disrupt 
the movement of Ukrainian weap-
ons and troops, and many rail work-
ers have been killed by the invaders. 
Nonetheless, workers continue to 
move supplies to front line troops, the 
hardest hit cities and contested areas, 
Skyba said, as well as transporting 
those displaced by the war. 

Yurii Samoilov, a mineworker union 
leader who addressed the conference 
via Zoom from Kryvyi Rih, described 
efforts there. He noted that unions have 
been crushed in the Moscow-controlled 
“People’s Republics” of Donetsk and 
Luhansk in eastern Ukraine. Health 
care workers there have been forced to 
join Moscow’s state-controlled unions 
and take serious pay cuts. 

Pavel Oleshchuk, spokesperson of 
the Atomic Workers Union, told the 
gathering that the Zaporizhzhia nuclear 
power plant — the largest in Europe — 
and the adjoining town of Enerhodar, 
are still under Russian occupation. 

Ukraine has three uranium mines 
and a processing facility. Now the 
mines are closed. But to prevent them 
from flooding, water has to be continu-
ously pumped out. As of early May, 
Oleshchuk reported, workers at the 
mines had still only been paid part of 
what they were owed for March. 

Martial law and curfews imposed 
by Zelensky — including the banning 
of some meetings and protests — have 
increased the challenges. 

The youth organization of one of 
the nuclear workers unions in Cher-

nobyl issued a statement on May 
Day, noting that the martial law mea-
sures suspending union contracts has 
“greatly and negatively affected the 
financial situation and quality of life” 
of workers. Working conditions have 
deteriorated along with cuts in wages. 
“We are against any violations and 
restrictions of workers’ rights!” the 
youth organization said. 

On May 12 parliament passed a new 
labor relations bill that makes it easier 
for bosses to reassign workers, as well 
as to fire those unable to get to work 
because of Moscow’s invasion.

In a statement released that day, 

Volynets noted the authors of the law 
seek “to please employers by signifi-
cantly reducing the rights of workers.” 

According to the law, laid off work-
ers and those who have been displaced 
by the war “have a right to get social 
benefits,” Volynets told the Militant. 
“But because of the heavy burdens on 
the budget due to the war, there is a 
delay in getting payments. And some 
employers act like real capitalists. 
Even in wartime they want to get not 
only profits, but extra profits. That’s 
why a strong trade union is needed.” 

Unions are finding ways to push back.
Some 2,700 workers at the Cher-

by seTh galinsky
Russian President Vladimir Putin 

claims Moscow had to invade Ukraine 
to “denazify” the country. He propa-
gates through his rigidly government-
controlled media the charge that “neo-
Nazis” and “far-right nationalists” took 
over Ukraine in 2014 in a “coup” backed 
by Washington and are carrying out 
“genocide” against Russian speakers in 
the Donbas region in eastern Ukraine. 

But his accusations are false to the 
core. The government of Ukraine is 
elected and not much different than oth-
er liberal capitalist regimes around the 
world. Russian speakers are a significant 
part of the Ukrainian population. They 
overwhelmingly back Ukraine inde-
pendence and are proud members of the 
fierce resistance to Moscow’s invasion.

In the United States, calling anyone 
you disagree with “Nazis” or “fascists” 
has become the stock in trade of many 
middle-class radicals, who use it as a 
way to shut down debate and discus-
sion and silence opposition. 

For Putin, his slander has an addition-
al purpose. In World War II, Moscow’s 
resistance to Nazi Germany’s invasion 
of the Soviet Union was a key part of de-
feating Hitler, at a huge cost of millions 
of lives of Russian, Ukrainian and other 
peoples there. By invoking the spec-
ter of fascism, Putin hopes to convince 
working people in Russia to support the 
war effort or at least keep quiet. 

What is fascism?
Fascism is a mass movement of reac-

tion set in motion by the capitalist class 
at times of deep crisis, when they fear 

losing power to a rising working-class 
movement. To prevent the working class 
from advancing on the road to power, 
the capitalists turn to fascist forces to 
smash the unions and all working-class 
revolutionary organizations. They turn 
despairing middle-class layers — who 
face being crushed by the capitalist cri-
sis — into a battering ram aimed at beat-
ing down the working class. 

The Nazis also sought to convince 
working people that the problems 
they faced were not caused by capital-
ism, but by the Jews. Hitler sent fas-
cist bands to physically assault trade 
union meetings and demolish syna-
gogues. They carried out mass arrests 
of political opponents and murdered 
millions of Jews — along with com-
munists, Romas and others — to save 
the “purity” of the “master” white 
race. At the same time, his regime 
took over the remnants of the unions, 
turning them into tightly controlled 
instruments of the state to police the 
workers. This led to the Holocaust. 

Putin’s charge Ukraine gov’t is ‘fascist’ is a lie

nobyl Nuclear Power Plant continue to 
make sure the radioactive disaster site 
is carefully monitored to prevent fur-
ther leaks and other related tasks and 
to repair extensive damage caused by 
Moscow’s troops who occupied it for 
over a month. 

After Moscow’s forces were driv-
en out of the site and the nearby 
town of Slavutych, where most of the 
workers live, bosses at the plant an-
nounced that under martial law they 
were terminating 314 workers who 
had not come in to work. 

The union proposed some 160 of the 
workers who live in nearby Cherni-
hiv, and could not commute because 
of the effects of the war, be kept on 
the payroll. The union proposed they 
join in the cleaning up and rebuilding 
of Chernihiv, which has been hard 
hit by bombings by Moscow’s forces. 
The bosses agreed. 

solidarity by belarus unions
Unions in Ukraine have been get-

ting solidarity from unions in Belarus, 
which is ruled by a dictatorial regime 
closely allied to Moscow. Rail union-
ists there organized to disrupt the 
movement of Russian troops and ma-
teriel into Ukraine. At least 14 leaders 
of the independent union movement 
in Belarus have been arrested for op-
posing the invasion. 

“We are grateful to our courageous 
and principled Belarusian brothers and 
sisters,” Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions of Ukraine said in statement, 
demanding their immediate release. 

Railwaymen and Transport Construction Workers Union of Ukraine

Rail workers load up rail car May 3 in Lviv with food, medicine and other supplies for union 
members, fellow workers and Ukraine combatants, in areas hardest hit by Moscow’s invasion.     

Ukraine workers fight Moscow invasion, boss attacks at home
working people in Ukraine has turned 
these expectations on their head. 

Moscow’s war has accelerated the 
breakdown of the imperialist “world 
order” that came out of Washington’s 
victory as top dog in the second im-
perialist world war. Today there is 
growing world disorder, as each ma-
jor capitalist power seeks a road to 
defend its own national interests first 
and foremost. Rulers from Sweden 
to Germany to Australia have an-
nounced plans to beef up their mili-
tary. The threat of new wars grows.

Under a deal between Kyiv and Mos-
cow, close to 1,000 Ukrainian troops 
and volunteers, some wounded, surren-
dered to Russian forces and were evac-
uated by May 18 from the Azovstal 
steel works in Mariupol. They’ve been 
sent to Russian-held towns in Donetsk 
and are supposed to be exchanged for 
Russian prisoners of war. 

They’re being held and interrogated 
as part of a probe by Moscow into al-
leged “Ukrainian regime crimes.” 
The Azovstal fighters have often been 
smeared by the Russian government 
as Russian-hating “neo-Nazis.” 

Civilians, including many relatives 
of workers at the steel mill who escaped 
from the plant to Ukrainian-controlled 
Zaporizhzhia, said these soldiers were 
responsible for saving their lives.

The Ukraine government told the 
fighters holding out in Azovstal’s tun-
nels to lay down their arms. Their re-
sistance tied down Russian forces for 
almost three months. 

Moscow’s most significant gains have 

come in Ukraine’s south, where they 
now occupy territory from Kherson to 
Enerhodar to Mariupol, connecting the 
“People’s Republics” of the Donbas with 
Russian-occupied Crimea.

Putin denies Ukraine is a separate 
country and claims the right to sub-
jugate the Ukrainian people. Like 
other oppressed nations incarcerated 
in the czarist prison house of nations, 
Ukraine established independence 
in the 1920s after the Bolshevik 
Revolution, when its native culture 
and language flourished. But it was 
once again reduced to servitude as 
part of the counterrevolution led by 
Joseph Stalin. It won independence 
again following the disintegration of 
Stalinist regimes in the former So-
viet Union in 1991. 

Working people in Ukraine joined 
the popular 2014 Maidan uprising 
that overturned the brutal pro-Mos-
cow regime of Viktor Yanukovych. 
That rebellion deepened the con-
fidence of millions that they could 
defend their country’s sovereignty 
against Moscow.

“The desire to defend one’s moth-
erland … really does exist and they 
intend to fight to the last,” Mikhail 
Khodaryonok, a retired Russian col-
onel said on the widely viewed “60 
Minutes” Russian talk show May 16. 
The situation “will get worse” for 
Moscow, he warned, “practically the 
whole world is against us.”  

State media has mostly repeated 
the Putin regime’s rationalizations 
for its murderous onslaught. The fact 
that views like Khodaryonok’s are 

now openly expressed reflects deep-
ening opposition toward the regime 
over its conduct of the war.  

This was underlined by failed river 
crossings by Russian forces in the 
Donbas, timed around Putin’s May 9 
Victory Day celebration in Moscow. 
They planned to cut off Severodo-
netsk, the easternmost town held by 
Ukrainian forces. 

But Ukrainian artillery fire destroyed 
them. Hundreds of Russian troops were 
killed and more than 70 tanks and other 
armored vehicles destroyed. 

In response to the series of Rus-
sian setbacks, Putin purged top com-
manders of the army and navy. He 
yanked Moscow’s FSB intelligence 
service out of Ukraine, replacing it 
with military intelligence. 

Impact of war in Ukraine, Russia
Moscow’s brutal war has almost 

halved the size of Ukraine’s economy. 
Its naval blockade of Black Sea ports 
has prevented Ukrainian imports of 
fuel and exports of grain. Its bombard-
ment across the country has targeted 
rail connections, fuel storages, grain 
silos and other vital infrastructure. 

A wing of the U.S. rulers is now 
urging Washington to pressure Kyiv 
to shelve plans for further advances 
and reach a peace deal with Putin on 
terms that allow him to “save face.” 
Their view of what’s best for U.S. im-
perialism — including future collab-
oration with Moscow against Beijing 
— comes before Ukraine sovereignty. 

Due to sanctions by Washington 

and other imperialist powers, the 
Russian economy has already con-
tracted sharply, with working people 
getting hit hardest. 

Workers in Russia are finding 
ways to resist the impact of the cri-
sis deepened by Putin’s war and U.S. 
sanctions. At the Hemont construc-
tion complex in Nizhnekamsk, in 
Russia’s Tatarstan region, owned by 
Turkish capitalists, workers walked 
out March 5. Hundreds of work-
ers, who are flown in from Turkey, 
marched off the job after their wages 
were reduced following the sharp 
collapse of the ruble under the im-
pact of Washington’s sanctions. 

The strikers demanded the cuts to 
their salaries be reversed. The strike 
ended after bosses agreed to pay 
them at a higher rate. 

Some Russians are offering soli-
darity to Ukrainians living in Russia 
or in Moscow-occupied territories 
in Ukraine. Risking interrogation 
or arrest, Russian volunteers have 
formed networks to help thousands 
of Ukrainians get out of Russia. They 
help with money, transport, putting 
Ukrainians up in their homes and 
providing visa advice. 

“It’s a miracle we got out,” Bogdan 
Goncharov, a former builder in Mari-
upol, told Reuters. He, his wife and 
7-year-old daughter managed to es-
cape “thanks to the volunteers.” 

In the long run, this is the key to 
defeating Moscow’s intervention — 
the solidarity of working people in 
Ukraine and Russia.

Can anyone seriously argue that 
this describes Ukraine today, where 
President Volodymyr Zelensky, 
whose family is from Kryvyi Rih in 
the east of Ukraine, is himself Jewish, 
has relatives who were killed in the 
Holocaust and others who fought as 
part of the Red Army, and where the 
union movement continues to openly 
organize to demand better wages and 
work conditions against the bosses? 

Little hostility toward Jews
“During the years of my life in Ode-

sa, I have never met hostility anywhere 
just because I am a Jew,” Rabbi Abra-
ham Wolf, the chief rabbi there, told 
Dumskaya.net, a Ukrainian news site, 
after the Russian invasion began. 

“I used to love and respect the 
Ukrainian people,” Wolf added. “But 
now, after the war has started, I just 
adore them! I could not even imagine 
how strongly people would unite, how 
determined they would be defending 
their homeland.” 

Ukrainian Presidential Press Office

Remains of Russian pontoons, tanks, weapons at river in Donbas May 11 after being destroyed 
by Ukrainian artillery. In several attempts to cross pontoon bridges, hundreds of Moscow’s 
troops were killed and over 70 Russian armored vehicles, foreground and inset, were destroyed. 

Lenin’s Final Fight
Speeches and Writings, 1922-23

“Internationalism must consist not only in 
the observance of the formal equality of na-

tions but even in an inequality, through which 
the oppressor nation, the great nation, would 

compensate for the inequality which obtains in 
real life. Anyone who does not understand this 
has not grasped the real proletarian attitude to 

the national question.” 
— V.I. Lenin, 1922 
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by Fidel casTro
In Grenada, we followed the same 

principle we apply to all revolutionary 
nations and movements, full respect for 
their policies, criteria, and decisions, ex-
pressing our views on any matter only 
when asked to do so. Imperialism is in-
capable of understanding that the secret 
of our excellent relations with revolu-

tionary countries and movements in the 
world lies precisely in this respect.

The U.S. government looked down on 
Grenada and hated Bishop. It wanted to 
destroy Grenada’s process and obliterate 
its example. It had even prepared mili-
tary plans for invading the island — as 
Bishop had charged nearly two years 
ago — but it lacked a pretext.

Socioeconomically, Grenada was ac-
tually advancing satisfactorily. The peo-
ple had received many benefits, in spite 
of the hostile policy of the United States, 
and Grenada’s Gross National Product 
was growing at a good rate in the midst 
of the world crisis.

Bishop was not an extremist; rather, 
he was a true revolutionary — conscien-
tious and honest. Far from disagreeing 
with his intelligent and realistic policy, 
we fully sympathized with it, since it 
was rigorously adapted to his country’s 
specific conditions and possibilities.

Grenada had become a true symbol 
of independence and progress in the 
Caribbean. No one could have fore-
seen the tragedy that was drawing 
near. Attention was focused on other 
parts of the world. …

It was impossible to imagine anyone 
more noble, modest, and unselfish. He 
could never have been guilty of being 
authoritarian. If he had any defect, it was 
his excessive tolerance and trust.

Were those who conspired against 
him within the Grenadian party, 
army, and security forces by any 
chance a group of extremists drunk 

on political theory? …
In our view, Coard’s group objectively 

destroyed the revolution and opened the 
door to imperialist aggression. Whatev-
er their intentions, the brutal assassina-
tion of Bishop and his most loyal, closest 
comrades is a fact that can never be jus-
tified in that or any other revolution. As 
the October 20 statement by the Cuban 
party and government put it, “no crime 
must be committed in the name of the 
revolution and freedom.”

In spite of his very close and af-
fectionate links with our party’s lead-
ership, Bishop never said anything 
about the internal dissensions that 
were developing. …

Coard’s group never had such rela-
tions nor such intimacy and trust with 
us. Actually, we did not even know that 
this group existed.

It is to our revolution’s credit that, 
in spite of our profound indignation 
over Bishop’s removal from office 
and arrest, we fully refrained from 
interfering in Grenada’s internal af-
fairs. We refrained even though our 
construction workers and all our other 
cooperation personnel in Grenada — 
who did not hesitate to confront the 
Yankee soldiers with the weapons 
Bishop himself had given them for 
their defense in case of an attack from 
abroad — could have been a decisive 
factor in those internal events. Those 
weapons were never meant to be used 
in an internal conflict in Grenada and 
we would never have allowed them to 

Fidel castro: ‘Maurice bishop was a true revolutionary’
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Maurice Bishop Speaks: The Grena-
da Revolution and Its Overthrow 1979-
83 is one of Pathfinder’s Books of the 
Month for May. Inspired by the Cuban 
Revolution, Bishop mobilized working 
people on this small Caribbean island, 
in their majority Black and English-
speaking, to take political power in a 
popular revolution in 1979. Less than 
five years later, a Stalinist-inspired coup 
led by Bernard Coard murdered Bishop 
and others, overthrowing the revolu-
tionary government and paving the way 
for a U.S. invasion a week later. 

This was a heavy blow to Cuba’s 
socialist revolution, as the Grenadian 
workers and farmers government un-
der Bishop’s leadership was a powerful 
reinforcement. This excerpt is from Fi-
del Castro’s speech to a million people 
in Havana, Nov. 14, 1983, honoring 24 
Cuban volunteers killed during the U.S. 
attack. Copyright © 1983 by Pathfinder 
Press. Reprinted by permission. 

be so used. We would never have been 
willing to use them to shed a single 
drop of Grenadian blood.

On October 12, Bishop was removed 
from office by the Central Committee, 
on which the conspirators had attained 
a majority. On the thirteenth, he was 
placed under house arrest. On the nine-
teenth, the people took to the streets and 
freed Bishop. On the same day, Coard’s 
group ordered the army to fire on the 
people and Bishop, [Unison] Whiteman, 
Jacqueline Creft, and other excellent 
revolutionary leaders were murdered.

As soon as the internal dissensions … 
became known, the Yankee imperialists 
decided to invade. …

We could not accept the idea of leav-
ing the Grenadians without doctors or 
leaving the airport, which was vital to 
the nation’s economy, unfinished. Most 
certainly, our construction workers were 
to leave Grenada when that project was 
completed, and the weapons that Bishop 
had given them were to be returned to 
the government. It was even possible 
that our very bad relations with the new 
government would make it necessary 
for us to leave much earlier.

The thing that placed Cuba in a mor-
ally complex, difficult situation was 
the announcement that Yankee naval 
forces were en route to Grenada. Un-
der those circumstances, we couldn’t 
possibly leave the country. If the im-
perialists really intended to attack 
Grenada, it was our duty to stay there. 
To withdraw at that time would have 
been dishonorable and could even have 
triggered aggression in that country 
then and in Cuba later on. In addition, 
events unfolded with such incredible 
speed that if the evacuation had been 
planned for, there would not have been 
time to carry it out.

In Grenada, however, the government 
was morally indefensible. And, since the 
party, the government, and the army had 
divorced themselves from the people, it 
was also impossible to defend the na-
tion militarily, because a revolutionary 
war is only feasible and justifiable when 
united with the people. We could only 
fight, therefore, if we were directly at-
tacked. There was no alternative.

It should nevertheless be noted 
that, despite these adverse circum-
stances, a number of Grenadian sol-
diers died in heroic combat against 
the invaders. [Applause]

Maurice Bishop, left, and Cuban President Fidel Castro at May Day rally in Havana, 1980. 
Coup against Bishop, overthrow of workers and farmers government was a blow to Cuba.
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Editorial Rolls-Royce workers 
strike to raise wages

US rulers’ assault on families, women’s rights

Continued from page 3

Continued from front page

BY FÉLIX-VINCENT ARDEA
MONTREAL — Some 530 strikers at the Rolls-

Royce aircraft engine maintenance plant here rejected 
another company “final offer” by a vote of 94% at 
a well-attended union meeting May 11. The work-
ers, members of the Confederation of National Trade 
Unions (CSN), walked out March 15 over needed 
wage raises as prices soar and bosses demand to cut 
retiree benefits and double costs for health benefits for 
current employees. 

“We’re prepared to stay out until the end to win what 
we need,” Claude Lemay, an inspector for 25 years, 
told the Militant on the picket line May 12. “That in-
cludes a decent pension, not only for my generation 
but for the next one. Workers are entitled to them.” 

Trying to intimidate the strikers, the bosses had 
locked them out while the union was meeting in 
March. The unionists responded with an overwhelm-
ing vote to strike. The contract expired in March 2020.

“We’re all motivated to stay mobilized as long as 
needed to get a respectful contract,” Steve Mayer, an 
inspector for 22 years in the plant, said. 

The Rolls-Royce bosses are trying to get rid of 
the defined-benefits pension plan workers won in 
the past, replacing it with a less secure defined-
contribution scheme, with no guarantee on what 
the company payment would be. 

The workers are demanding a 23.5% wage in-
crease over the life of a seven-year contract. The 
Rolls-Royce bosses have offered only 17%, with no 
raise at all in the first two years. 

Strikers marched through the aerospace district here 
May 12 to make their demands known. “In a context 
of a labor shortage in aeronautics, we deserve respect, 
and respect comes with a good work contract,” Mayer 
told the crowd to applause. 

The strikers are winning much-needed support. 
“The rulers want to see us divided,” Alexandre Jacob, 
a train conductor at Canadian National Railways and 
member of the Teamsters Canada Rail Conference 
union, told the Militant after visiting the picket line last 
month. “That is why it is so important that we unite 
beyond union lines and job types. We have to instill 
this habit among workers that when one of us gets at-
tacked, we all come to their defense.” 

Join the strike picket line. Send solidarity mes-
sages to Rolls-Royce strikers at CSN, 1601 av-
enue De Lorimier, Montreal, Quebec H2K 4M5. 
Tel (866) 646-7760. 

Sri Lanka protesters

But the heart of the discussion has to be put on a 
broader basis. The key question isn’t abortion. It’s how 
to organize working people to defend ourselves and 
make gains amid a broader capitalist crisis that is mak-
ing it harder to start a family and to hold one together. 
This includes the fight for jobs, adequate wages, pro-
tection against soaring inflation, accessible and afford-
able health care, child care, access to family planning, 
including adoption, as well as access to contraception 
and safe and secure abortion when needed.

Liberals and middle-class radicals, however, op-
pose this course. They think working people are “de-
plorables” and fear a fight to win public opinion. They 
want to shut down discussion and show disdain for the 
rights and opinions of others. 

“To put the right to have an abortion up for debate,” 
New York Times columnist Jamelle Bouie says, “de-
grades” women. But it’s the liberals’ refusal to discuss 
this and all the related questions that have aided op-
ponents of women’s rights in systematically restrict-
ing access to the procedure ever since Roe was pushed 
through in 1973. 

Harder today to set up a family
Millions are out of work today, or unable to get suf-

ficient hours to provide for their families. The bosses 
are imposing longer workdays, forced overtime and 
speedup, leaving less and less time for family life. This 
is a central issue in most strikes today, alongside relief 
from the crushing impact of rampant inflation. 

Living paycheck to paycheck, millions were strug-
gling to pay bills even before recent price hikes. Infla-
tion is running officially at 8.3%, but prices are actu-
ally far higher on the essentials that make up a greater 
part of workers’ expenses. 

Average mortgage payments are now $1,800 a 
month, 70% higher than before the pandemic and the 
highest since 2007. If the bubble in house prices bursts, 
millions of home “owners” will owe more in outstand-
ing loans than the value of “their” house. Defaults on 
mortgage payments and foreclosures loom. 

At the same time, workers who rent face large in-
creases as landlords seek to boost profits. Evictions 
are on the rise. More young workers and students are 
moving back in with their parents. And so too are the 
elderly, especially after the horrors they faced in the 
capitalist death traps called nursing homes during the 
pandemic. The possibility of young people putting a 
family together is harder and harder. 

In the past weeks parents in large parts of the U.S. 
have been forced on a desperate hunt for baby formula 
as an acute shortage unfolds. Abbott Laboratories is 
a key supplier, having crushed its competition. It re-
called several products, and the government had no 
provision for reserves to make up the shortfall. 

Under capitalism, the family is one of the key in-
stitutions workers have to defend ourselves and our 
loved ones, in the face of all the assaults of bosses, 
landlords and government regulators. In the face of the 
long-term capitalist crisis, many workers are putting 
off forming families. Women face harder and harder 
decisions about when and whether to bear a child and 
how many to have. 

Today, growing numbers of workers are stricken 
with drug addiction, alcoholism and mental problems. 
Then they run into the cops, courts and capitalist “jus-
tice” system. These burdens fall on all workers, but 
especially on workers who are Black.

The wealthy capitalist rulers face none of these 
pressures. As long as they have sufficient labor to 
exploit, they have no interest in making it easier for 
workers to maintain a family. Their concern is to 
find ways to undermine solidarity among working 
people and pit us against each other, as they drive to 
profit off our backs. 

The consequences of the crumbling of working-
class families was described by New York Sen. 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan in the early 1990s. He 
spoke out against then-President Bill Clinton’s de-
cision to “end welfare as we know it,” which in-
cluded slashing government programs for single 
mothers and their children. Families in Black com-
munities headed by single mothers, without jobs 
and with less and less federal assistance, Moynihan 
said, would be unable to provide stable support for 
children, with disastrous consequences. 

What Moynihan described for African American 
families then is what increasingly faces the working 
class as a whole today. It is the inevitable consequence 
of a social system based on capitalist exploitation.

“All of these questions are class questions,” said 
Sara Lobman, Socialist Workers Party candidate 
for U.S. Senate from New York. “The road for-
ward is to organize a working-class battle to de-
fend our livelihoods, our families and control over 
the conditions we live in. This is the framework to 
advance the fight for access to child care and fam-
ily planning, including when a woman finds herself 
with the need to have an abortion.”

never had the legitimacy of the people.” 
Attempting to shift the blame for the crisis onto 

the protesters, President Rajapaksa said on Twitter, “I 
urge all Sri Lankans to reject the subversive attempts 
to push you toward racial and religious disharmony.” 
But the fact is, he was the defense secretary, and his 
brother, Mahinda, was president, during the final 
phase of Sri Lanka’s three-decade-long civil war that 
ended in 2009 with the crushing of the Tamil Tigers. 
According to a United Nations report, 40,000 Tamil 
civilians were killed in the final months of that war.  

Some 70% of Sri Lanka’s 22 million people are 
Buddhists; 12.6% are Hindus, mostly ethnic Tamils; 
9.7% are Muslims; and 6.1% Christians. 

In 2019 Islamist terrorists carried out a series of 
bombings, killing nearly 270 people, an action de-
nounced by Muslims across the country. The Go-
tabaya Rajapaksa-led government shut down more 
than 1,000 Islamic schools and banned the wearing 
of the burqa.  

The recent protests have been marked by rejection 
of religious and ethnic divisions. “Nobody brought 
us here. We organized ourselves,” tea farmer Charith 
Weliwatta told the press at the tent camp. “Tamils, 
Muslims, Burghers, Sinhalese, we are all here. They 
can’t divide us any more.” 

The government continues efforts to seek a finan-
cial bailout with the International Monetary Fund and 
elsewhere. Wickremesinghe met with Indian officials 
May 13. New Delhi is battling China for influence in 
the strategically important country, which lies on key 
shipping lanes between Asia and Europe. 

Soaring prices on basic necessities are wreaking 
havoc with the lives of working people and our fami-
lies, at the same time millions remain out of work and 
bosses are pushing pay cuts, “suicide schedules” and 
speedups that damage our bodies.

Construction workers in Ontario, Canada, are 
striking for a large enough pay raise in each year 
of their three-year contract to defend their wages 
from being eroded. 

“We want to be able to support a family, not live 
week to week,” Ashley Lee, a striking United Auto 
Workers member at Case New Holland in Sturtevant, 
Wisconsin, told Militant reporters last week. “Your job 
shouldn’t be your whole life,” striker Mario Palacio 
said. Refinery workers at Chevron in Richmond, Cali-
fornia, are striking for higher wages, safer conditions 
and sustainable work schedules. “They definitely need 
to hire more people!” striker Jose Chavez said. 

Each of these strikes needs solidarity from workers 
and our unions to bring home a victory. 

The labor movement needs to organize workers to 
fight for a sliding scale of wages and hours. There is no 
way to prevent inflation under capitalism, but workers 
can fight to protect ourselves and others from having 
our lives ripped apart.

Every time consumer prices go up we need wage 
increases to match. In past decades the United Auto 
Workers and other unions won automatic cost-of-
living adjustments in contracts covering millions of 
workers. They can be fought for again. These protec-

tions should be extended to all workers, unionized or 
not, and in federal programs like Social Security. 

The capitalist rulers have countless tricks to mask 
the real rate of inflation. Workers need to form con-
sumer committees on prices to monitor the real ef-
fects of inflation on the goods we need. Our unions 
must demand the bosses open their books to workers 
inspection to find out the truth about company profits.

Workers need a shorter workweek with no cut 
in take-home pay to spread the available work and 
prevent layoffs. End the “suicide shifts,” forced 
overtime and extended working days that lead to 
injuries, deaths and broken families. This would 
ease the competition workers face to get hired and 
help unify the working class. 

The bosses won’t take any of these steps voluntarily, 
they fly in the face of capitalism’s dog-eat-dog drive for 
profits above all else. They’ll use wars like Moscow’s 
invasion of Ukraine, and trade wars with Beijing and 
other rivals, to try to convince working people “we” 
must sacrifice for “American interests.” But workers 
in the U.S. share common interests with fellow work-
ing people worldwide and have no common interests 
with the rulers who exploit us.

A labor movement fighting for this perspective can 
be the basis for a break with the bosses’ parties, the 
Democrats and Republicans. We need our own party, 
a labor party, that can lead millions in struggle to take 
political power, build a workers and farmers govern-
ment and join hands with workers around the world. 
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