\Vote reflects
the growing
support for
Irish unity

BY TONY HUNT AND
OGMUNDUR JONSSON

An end to the British rulers’ domina-
tion and centurylong partition of Ireland
has been thrust back onto the agenda
following the emergence of Sinn Fein as
the leading party in both Northern Ire-
land and the Republic of Ireland. This is
an opening for workers and farmers on
both sides of the Irish Sea.

For decades Sinn Fein, a bourgeois
nationalist party, led the struggle to
liberate Ireland from British rule. It be-
came the largest party in the May 5 elec-
tions to the Northern Ireland Assembly
for the first time ever. Two years ago it
won the most first preference votes in
parliamentary elections in the Repub-
lic of Ireland, but rival parties formed a
coalition government. According to the
Sunday Times, Sinn Fein is “well placed
to win elections in the republic, which
are due by 2025.” The party demands a
referendum on a united Ireland.

The partition of Ireland was imposed

Continued on page 12
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Moscow’s troops out now!
Defend Ukraine independence!

Un|te Ukralnlan Russian Workers agalnst Putln s War|
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Militant/Laura Anderson

May 22 protest in Hallandale Beach, Florida, initiated by Russian immigrants against Moscow’s
invasion of Ukraine. Putin regime is trying to crack down on opposition to war inside Russia.

BY ROY LANDERSEN

In the first three months of the wide-
spread and fierce resistance by Ukrai-
nian working people against Moscow’s
invasion, they have succeeded in repel-
ling the ill-prepared and increasingly

Socialist Workers Party campaigns
across Minnesota, fights for ballot
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SWP Minnesota governor candidate Gabrielle Prosser and supporter Vincent Auger, right, talk
with meatpacker Daniel Romero at JBS packinghouse in Worthington, Minnesota, May 23.

BY ALYSON KENNEDY

MINNEAPOLIS — During the
first week of the drive to get the So-
cialist Workers Party’s ticket of Ga-
brielle Prosser for Minnesota gover-
nor and Kevin Dwire for lieutenant
governor on the ballot, supporters
of the SWP from across the country
have talked to thousands of working
people on doorsteps in working-class
neighborhoods, at plant gates, at
transit stops and in shopping center
parking lots.

Minnesota election law requires

parties that don’t already have ballot
status to collect over 2,000 signatures
within a tight May 17-31 window.

As of May 24, 1,633 people have
signed to help put the party’s ticket
on the ballot, 53 got subscriptions to
the Militant and 29 are now reading
Pathfinder books on the revolutionary
lessons of working-class struggles.

“We are going to the hilt to bring
the SWP program broadly to the ex-
ploited classes in Minnesota. This is

a national effort to get on the ballot,”
Continued on page 3

demoralized Russian forces who sought
to take Kyiv, the capital, and Kharkiv,
Ukraine’s second largest city, as well as
the regions around Sumy and Chernihiv.
They did so despite murderous bom-
bardment that reduced parts of these cit-
ies and their suburbs to rubble.
Withdrawing in defeat, Moscow has
focused its war in the south and east of
Ukraine. Russian forces have consoli-

Defeat Moscow’s invasion!
End US sanctions on Russia!

dated their occupation of Kherson and
Mariupol and are now battling with
so far only modest success to conquer
ground in Donetsk and Luhansk in the

midst of more bloody destruction.
The price Moscow is paying for Presi-
Continued on page 6

Montreal casino
dealers strike for
wages that cover
Inflation, safety

BY KATY LEROUGETEL
MONTREAL — Over 500 dealers
walked off the job at the Montreal Ca-
sino in their first strike ever, marching
from the Ile Ste-Helene Metro station to
the casino and setting up a large, loud
and lively picket line May 21. They are
members of Canadian Union of Pub-
lic Employees Local 3939. The casino,
the largest in Canada, is run by Loto-
Quebec, which manages all four gov-
ernment-run casinos in the province, as
well as the lottery and sports betting,
“At the blackjack table, we deal be-
tween 6,000 and 8,000 cards in a shift,”

croupier Patrick Gagné told this Militant
Continued on page 5
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As capitalist
Crisis deepens,
workers need
road forward

BY TERRY EVANS

Since the 2008 financial crash, living
and working conditions in the U.S. have
starkly declined for workers and our
families, exacerbated by the effects of
government lockdowns during the pan-
demic. Class inequalities have widened.
Today, skyrocketing inflation, coupled
with a slowdown in production and
trade, poses more sharply the need for
workers to organize and use our unions
to defend ourselves from this spreading
capitalist social crisis.

Federal Reserve Chairman Jay Pow-
ell says the bank will tackle inflation by
continuing to raise interest rates, while
acknowledging this will likely push up
unemployment. Former Reserve Chair-
man Bernard Bernanke predicts we'’re
stuck with both higher prices and job
losses. The bosses call this “stagflation.”

The capitalist rulers have no answer
to the ups and downs of their “business
cycle.” To them the only figure that truly
matters is the bottom line — are they

Continued on page 12

Biden Asia trip
seeks allies for
US imperialism

against Beljing

BY VIVIAN SAHNER
President Joseph Biden’s May 20-
24 trip to Asia comes amid increasing
calls in the press and Congress for the
White House to return to making its
top foreign-policy priority countering
Beijing’s rising economic clout and
the growing reach of its military. This
puts discussion with the rulers of Ja-
pan, South Korea, Australia and other
Asian allies high on their agenda.
Democrats and Republicans both
present their foreign policies as a de-
Continued on page 7
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Working class needs to lead fight %

agalnst racist violence, Jew-hatred

BY SETH GALINSKY

A horrific mass shooting by a lone
racist and antisemite left 10 dead at a
supermarket in the Black community
of Buffalo, New York, May 14.

This tragedy is being used by the
Democratic Party and liberal media
to promote their view that the biggest
problem in the U.S. and the world today
isn’t capitalism in crisis — tearing at
the jobs, conditions and rights of work-
ers and our families — but right-wing
violence and “white supremacy.”

“The Socialist Workers Party con-
demns the shooting in Buffalo in the
strongest way possible,” Sara Lobman,
SWP candidate for Senate from New
York, told the Militant. “Anti-Black vio-
lence as well as Jew-hatred are a deadly
danger to all working people and need
to be fought. The answer to all those
who seek to divide working people by
skin color, religion or sex is to stand to-
gether, to build fighting unions, to fight
for working people to take political
power into our own hands.”

The liberals hope to parlay outrage
over the massacre into votes for Demo-
crats by claiming Republicans are rac-
ist proponents of the reactionary “white
replacement” theory espoused by Pay-
ton Gendron, the 18-year-old Killer.

Gendron’s ravings blame Jews for
seeking to “replace” Caucasians with
Blacks and immigrants. He says that
a key goal of his attack was to incite
“retaliation and further divide” Blacks
and immigrants from Caucasians.
These rightist views can be found
widely on the internet.

Democratic Party politicians from
President Joseph Biden to New York

Gov. Kathy Hochul and Sen. Charles
Schumer are also using the killings to
push through measures that undermine
political rights in the name of combat-
ing “domestic terrorism.”

To promote these steps, the liberals
cover up basic facts, including by try-
ing to block access to the vile 180-page
manifesto written by Gendron.

Jew-hatred permeates Gendron’s
manifesto. As the crisis of capitalism
deepens, the rulers will increasingly
use Jew-hatred to divert attention from
the real source of the problems working
people and the middle class face, which
is capitalism. The fight against Jew-
hatred is crucial to the working class.

Buffalo shooter calls for war on Jews

“The real war I'm advocating for
is the gentiles vs the Jews,” Gendron
wrote. “Jews are the biggest problem
the Western world has ever had. They
must be called out and Killed, if they
are lucky they will be exiled.”

While articles in the press referred
to Gendron’s “antisemitism,” few, if
any — outside of the Jewish press and
some media in Israel — quote what he
actually said. That’s because to do so
doesn’t advance their “narrative” that
the targeting of Blacks by white su-
premacists is the biggest problem in
the U.S. today.

The New York Times ran an entire
article May 16 on Gendron’s writings
without mentioning Jews or antisemi-
tism even once! Yet Gendron’s mani-
festo refers to Jews more than any
other group.

The intertwining of Jew-hatred with
attacks on the fight for Black rights
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Workers are increasingly
using their unions to fight
for wages that keep up with
inflation, for safety on the
job and for work schedules
that allow workers to have
a family life. Every week
the ‘Militant’ covers and
builds support for these
important fights.

Unions fight rising inflation, unlivable schedules
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Above, demonstrators attacked by police in Birmingham, Alabama, 1963, during massive na-
tional movement that overthrew Jim Crow segregation. Fight against discrimination and racist
violence is key part of working-class fight for political power, as is the fight against all manifes-
tations of Jew-hatred. Inset, New York 2020 march of 25,000 after series of antisemitic attacks.

is nothing new. Hatred whipped up
against their Jewish lawyers was a big
part of the racist campaign against the
Scottsboro Boys — nine Black teenag-
ers framed up on charges of rape of two
Caucasian women in the 1930s.

Racism is an integral part of capital-
ism — used by the rulers today to try
to divide the working class and drive
down wages. But the mass Black rights
movement of the 1950s and ’60s that
overthrew Jim Crow segregation trans-
formed working people and social rela-
tions, and cannot be overturned with-
out a bloody counterrevolution.

The horrific massacre in Buffalo is
far from the only recent mass shoot-
ing over the last several years. They’ve
come from both left, right and people
destroyed by capitalism who have no
political motivation.

In 2017 a fan of Democratic Sen.
Bernie Sanders shot up a baseball prac-
tice by Republican congressmen, near-
ly killing Rep. Steve Scalise. Quick
action by two of Scalise’s security pre-
vented a worse disaster.

That same year, for motives still un-
known, a lone gunman killed 58 people
and wounded 489, mostly Caucasians, at
a country music festival in Las Vegas.

The liberal press prints article after
article blaming supporters of former
President Donald Trump and other
Republicans for the Buffalo massa-
cre, claiming their anti-immigrant

views are equivalent to “replacement
theory” and that this is at the root of
Gendron’s actions.

In fact it is a wing of the Democrat-
ic Party that openly calls for getting
as many immigrants as possible to
become citizens, hoping they’ll vote
Democrat and tip elections that way
for years to come. That’s the heart of
a widely circulated 2002 book The
Emerging Democratic Majority by
liberal pundits John Judis and Ruy
Teixeira. They call Democrats “the
party of transition” as “white Ameri-
ca is supplanted by multiracial, multi-
ethnic America.”

Using immigration for partisan po-
litical advantage with the aim of manu-
facturing anti-Republican voters un-
dermines the fight for amnesty and the
rights of undocumented workers. And
it gives anti-immigrant, anti-worker
forces a handle for their reactionary
conspiracy theories.

More gov’t power a threat to workers
Just as dangerous for the working
class are attempts to use the massacre
to undermine constitutional protec-

tions embodied in the Bill of Rights.
The day after the Buffalo Killings,
U.S. Attorney General Merrick Gar-
land said he hopes to charge Gendron
with a federal “hate crime,” which
would make possible the death penal-
Continued on page 3
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SWP campaigns in Minnesota

Continued from front page

Dave Prince, a member of the party’s
National Committee, told those at a
special Militant Labor Forum here
May 19. “Workers are interested in
the party’s program and the class
questions we pose.”

In June and early July there will be
another national effort, organized in
Philadelphia to put Chris Hoeppner,
SWP candidate for U.S. Congress in the
3rd C.D., on the ballot there.

David Rosenfeld, the SWP congres-
sional candidate from the Minneapo-
lis area, described the party’s plans to
introduce workers and farmers to the
program and activity of the Socialist
Workers Party and reknit ties with union
fighters in the Red River Valley, Austin,
the Iron Range and other cities, small
towns and farming areas. Nearly $1,400
was raised toward this effort.

Among those Prosser met while cam-
paigning at a local shopping center was
Nicholas Mckusik, a fencing worker.
“I'm making $20 an hour. That’s not
bad money, but with inflation it’s just
not enough,” he said. McKusik ex-
plained he was conservative and voted
Republican in the last election. “When
Republicans were running things, we
didn’t have all this inflation.”

Prosser said the Socialist Workers
Party pushes for the labor movement
to fight for cost-of-living escalator

clauses in union contracts, pension
plans and all social benefits, along
with a shorter workweek with no cut
in pay to create jobs.

“Neither the Democrats nor the Re-
publicans ever have working-class in-
terests in mind, because they govern for
the benefit of the superrich families who
own the big banks and corporations and
most of the land in this country. Work-
ing people need to break with the two
capitalist parties and build an indepen-
dent labor party based on a fighting
union movement,” she said. Mckusik
signed the SWP petition and bought a
subscription to the Militant.

Fighting to defend workers, farmers

The rising cost of living and dete-
riorating conditions facing working
people was on the minds of many that
the socialist campaigners met. “Peo-
ple have left the workforce. It’s not
that people are lazy. | cringe every
time | hear that,” Micky Neuffer, who
works at a casino, told party supporter
Mindy Brudno. “Seniors who’ve re-
tired over the last two years have had
to go back to work at low wages just
to make it.” Neuffer said young people
are in the same situation, because jobs
at low wages are oftentimes the only
thing they can get, and “you can’t pay
rent on those wages.”

One campaign team visited the Red

e
Militant/John Hawkins

Gabrielle Prosser, left, Socialist Workers Party candidate for Minnesota governor, discuss-
es with Krista Kleinboehl at her Twin Cities’ apartment May 22. Kleinboehl told Prosser
she was hit with a $50,000 hospital bill when her baby was born prematurely before her
health insurance kicked in. “Workers need to fight for universal health care,” Prosser said.

NEW INTERNATIONAL
A MAGAZINE OF MARXIST POLITICS AND THEORY

Amid Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine, it is important to understand
what is driving world events in order to chart a working-class way
forward. New International explains what is behind growing trends
toward new imperialist wars and class confrontations in today’s world.

Buffalo shooting

Continued from page 2
ty. Gendron has already been indicted

for first-degree murder by a New York
grand jury. A federal indictment would
be double jeopardy under the Bill of
Rights, which bars being charged for
the same crime twice.

Maya Wiley, president of the Lead-
ership Conference on Civil and Hu-
man Rights, backs some of the gov-
ernment’s measures. But she told the
Washington Post she opposes asking
for the death penalty because Blacks
and other oppressed minorities are
disproportionately targeted by capi-
tal punishment.

Gov. Hochul used the massacre as a
pretext to sign an executive order cre-
ating domestic terrorism units in the
state police, giving the cops even more
leeway to go after working people. The
Justice Department had already done
the same earlier in the year.

River Valley in the western part of the
state where an important union battle
took place in 2011-12 when American
Crystal Sugar bosses locked out their
workers. “I read about the lockout of
your union in the Militant. The bosses
locked you out for almost two years,
right?” SWP member Samir Hazboun
asked Vernon Lebby, a member of the
Bakery, Confectionery, Tobacco Work-
ers and Grain Millers International
Union, outside the American Crystal
Sugar plant in Grand Forks.

“Twenty-two months,” Lebby said,
explaining the lessons he learned dur-
ing that fight and how he got a feel for
what other workers were going through.
“I started working at an Amazon ware-
house during the lockout. At first it
wasn’t that bad of a job but over time
they started speeding things up and
pushing for more and more,” he said.

Lebby said he’s encouraged that
Amazon workers are fighting for a
union now. He signed to get the SWP
on the ballot, bought a Militant sub-
scription and got a copy of Malcolm
X, Black Liberation, and the Road
to Workers Power by SWP National
Secretary Jack Barnes.

Campaigning in a working-class
apartment complex near the Twin Cit-
ies airport, Prosser knocked at the door
of Krista Kleinboehl, who works from
home doing customer service and sales.
She responded enthusiastically when
Prosser explained she was running
against both the Democratic and Repub-
lican parties’ candidates and putting for-
ward a program to advance the interests
of the working class.
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Michael Norville, left, signs petition to put SWP candidates on Minnesota ballot May 19 after
discussion with Danielle Snyder about the party’s support for workers’ rights and unions.

“What’s your opinion about abor-
tion?” Kleinboehl asked and went on
to explain, “I personally wouldn’t do
it, but | think women must be able to
make that choice for themselves.”

Prosser responded, “The fight for the
right to abortion is only part of the fight
for reproductive rights and family plan-
ning, which is in turn only one facet of
the fight for the emancipation of women.
And the fight for women’s emancipa-
tion is totally bound up with the fight to
strengthen working-class families, an
important refuge workers have in this
crisis-ridden capitalist system.

“Working people need to organize
and fight for a significant increase
in the minimum wage, for universal
health care from cradle to grave, for
affordable child care and elder care,
for job training and jobs, for elimi-
nation of the obstacles to adoption,”
she said, “and in that framework for
reproductive rights and family plan-
ning, including abortion.”

“You're right,” said Kleinboehl.
“The truth is we need to change the
entire system from top to bottom.”

“That’s exactly what we’re campaign-
ing for, to organize workers and our al-
lies to do just that,” said Prosser. Klein-
boehl signed the SWP petition.

The campaign has been getting press
coverage. The Globe in Worthington
interviewed Prosser May 24. “Ensuring
the solidarity of the working class, fight-
ing for jobs, and protecting against infla-
tion are a few of the SWP’s priorities,”
Globe reporter Emma McNamee wrote.

Anyone who would like to help get
Socialist Workers Party candidates on
the ballot can contact supporters of the
SWP listed in the directory on page 4.
The drive to get the party on the ballot
in Philadelphia begins June 17.

4 N
Socialist Workers Party
to host Int’l Conference

The  Socialist ~ Workers
Party is hosting its annual
International Conference June
9-11 in Wittenberg, Ohio. If
you're excited by what you
read in the Militant about the
program and activities of the
party, and if you are consid-
ering joining in to help build
a party that works to advance
working-class struggles today
and fights to emulate Cuba’s
socialist revolution here in the
U.S., you should think about
asking to come.

Contact the SWP branch
nearest you, listed on page 4.
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Women played the leading role in prehistoric society

Woman’s Evolution: From Matriar-
chal Clan to Patriarchal Family by Ev-
elyn Reed is one of Pathfinder’s Books
of the Month for June. Reed (1905-79)
was a leading member of the Social-
ist Workers Party and participant in
the women’s liberation movement of
the 1960s and ’70s. She also wrote
Problems of Women’s Liberation, Is
Biology Woman’s Destiny? and oth-
er titles. She was one of the authors
of Cosmetics, Fashions, and the Ex-
ploitation of Women. This excerpt is
from the introduction by Reed to the
book. Copyright © 1975 by Pathfinder
Press. Reprinted by permission.

BOOKS OF
THE MONTH

BY EVELYN REED

The early history of half the human
species — womankind — has largely
been hidden from view. To bring it
to light requires a reinvestigation of
anthropology, where the role and ac-
complishments of women in prehis-
toric society are buried. This book
is a contribution to unveiling that re-
markable record.

The resurgence of the women’s
liberation movement has thrown the
spotlight on certain dubious assump-
tions and disputed questions regard-
ing the past. Foremost among these
is the subject of the matriarchy. Was
there a period in history when women
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held a highly esteemed and influ-
ential place? If so, how did they
lose their social eminence and
become the subordinate sex in
patriarchal society? Or is the ma-
triarchy, as some say, a myth that
has no historical basis?

The matriarchy is one of the
most hotly contested issues in
a hundred-year controversy be-
tween contending schools in an-
thropology. This book affirms
that the maternal clan system
was the original form of social
organization and explains why. It
also traces the course of its de-
velopment and the causes of its
downfall. Such partisanship on
the side of the matriarchy would
alone make this book controver-
sial. But it contains other chal-
lenges to long-held opinions on
prehistoric society.

Disagreements are to be ex-
pected in a field that covers so
vast a stretch of human evolu-
tion, extending from the birth of
our species to the threshold of
civilization, and where the avail-
able data derived from biology,
archaeology, and anthropology is
fragmentary and uncoordinated.

Anthropology was founded
as a distinct science in the mid-
dle of the nineteenth century.
Most of the founding fathers
(women entered the profession
only later) had an evolutionary ap-
proach. Morgan, Tylor, and other
pioneers regarded anthropology as
the study of the origin of society
and the material forces at work in
its progress. They made brilliant
beginnings in illuminating the main
stages in human development.

Morgan delineated three great ep-
ochs of social evolution — from sav-
agery through barbarism to civiliza-
tion. Each was marked off by deci-
sive advances in the level of econom-
ic activity. The most rudimentary
stage, savagery, was based on hunt-
ing and food-gathering. Barbarism
began with food production through
agriculture and stock raising. Civili-
zation crowned the development of
the ancient world by bringing it to
the point of commaodity production
and exchange.

These three epochs were of extreme-
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The sole statue of a woman in the Iraq National Museum
in Baghdad’s Neo-Assyrian galleries, which cover 911-612
B.C. Featured instead are massive statues and carvings of
kings and their male servants during this period. In the gal-
leries of the museum dedicated to earlier millennia there
are numerous images of women, reflecting the dominance
of the matriarchy. This vividly reflects how the develop-
ment of class society led to the subjugation of women.

ly unequal duration. Savagery lasted
far longer than either of its successors.
Although savagery is sometimes dif-
ferentiated into an earlier “primeval”
and a later “primitive” stage, both of
these rested upon a hunting and gath-
ering economy. Savagery had a span
of a million-odd years, comprising
more than 99 percent of human exis-
tence. Barbarism began about eight
thousand years ago; civilization only
three thousand years ago.

The early investigators of savage
society, to their own surprise, came
upon a social structure totally differ-
ent from ours. They found a clan and
tribal system based on maternal kin-
ship and in which women played a
leading role. This stood out in sharp
contrast with modern society which
features the father-family and male su-
premacy. Although they were unable
to tell how far back the maternal sys-
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tem went, we propose to show
that it dates from the beginning
of humankind.

They made other astonish-
ing discoveries. They observed
that savage society had egalitar-
ian social and sexual relations,
arising from collective produc-
tion and communal possession
of property. These features too
were at odds with modern soci-
ety, based on private property
and class divisions. Thus the ma-
ternal clan system, which gave
an honored place to women, was
also a collectivist order where
the members of both sexes en-
joyed equality and did not suffer
oppression or discrimination.

Subsequently, these discover-
ies evoked doubts and resistance
from the schools of anthropol-
ogy that became dominant in the
twentieth century. There arose a
deep division between evolution-
ists and anti-evolutionists that
has persisted to the present day.
It is only through the evolution-
ary approach, however, that the
concealed history of women —
and of men — can be uncovered.

The principle of universal evo-
lution had already been applied
to the problem of the genesis of
Homo sapiens with the publica-
tion in 1871 of Darwin’s book The
Descent of Man. [H]e demonstrat-
ed that the earliest subhumans, the hom-
inids, arose out of the anthropoids. ...

The question of the matriarchy is
decisive in establishing whether or
not the modern father-family has al-
ways existed. The very structure of
the maternal clan system precluded it.
Instead of being the basic social unit
from time immemorial, as most an-
thropologists contend, it is a late ar-
rival in history, appearing only at the
beginning of the civilized epoch. ...

This is especially true when we con-
sider the outstanding role played by
women in ancient times. The knowl-
edge that female inferiority today is
not biologically determined, that it has
not been a permanent fixture through-
out history, and that our sex was once
the organizers and leaders of social
life, should heighten the self-confi-
dence of women who are today aspir-
ing for liberation.
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Casino strike in Montreal

Continued from front page
worker-correspondent. This has led to a
high number of repetitive motion inju-
ries, workers say. This issue, as well as
abusive scheduling and the bosses’ de-
mand to cut wages for new dealers, is at
the heart of the strike.

Up to half the workforce has suffered
injuries due to repetitive motion or back
strain, said Denis Galy, local union pres-
ident, who worked 21 years as a dealer.
He said the government-run insurance
board refuses to recognize many of
them as work-related. Many strikers
carried signs reading, “I’m wagering on
my health.”

During the pandemic, dealers won
the right to a half-hour break after one
hour of work — time needed to rest
their bodies. The casino now proposes
to dock them 30 minutes pay daily for
continuing these breaks. The union is
demanding the half-hour breaks af-
ter every hour worked be maintained
with no pay cut.

On top of a long-term decline in busi-
ness, the COVID-19 pandemic hit the
casino hard. “They’ve gone from 120 ta-
bles to under 60, and from a 24-hour op-
eration to 18 hours a day,” Patrick Roux
said. “They’ve replaced a lot of games
with electronic tables or they’ve elimi-
nated them. After 12 years of service,
I’m back to the same schedule that | had
when I started, working weekends.” At
its height in 1995 the casino employed
1,200 dealers.

This didnt prevent Loto-Quebec
from turning a profit. In fact, the com-
pany announced it netted 900 million
Canadian dollars ($703 million) in the
last three months of 2021.

“I have 12 years seniority,” Gagné
said. “I just came back last month af-
ter two years of not working during
the pandemic, and I’m on call now.
They give you three hours’ notice.”
Better schedules are a key issue in
the strike.

“The casino cut the workday,” Galy
said. “You work more days now for
the same pay.” Dealers often work six
days just to go over 30 hours of work
on their paycheck.

One of the casino bosses’ demands
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TEHRAN, Iran — More than one
million people attended the 10th Teh-
ran International bookfair, held April
26-May 5. Most of the books presented
were in Farsi, Arabic, and English, in-
cluding titles from more than 1,300
Iranian publishers and 400 English-
language publishers. More Romance-
language foreign publishers took part
this year as well. The booth set up by
Pathfinder Distribution, London, got a
good response.

The bookfair was covered in the na-
tional press as an important cultural and
educational event. Busloads of people
came to the fair from all over Iran.
Schools and colleges organized trips
for students, bringing hundreds of thou-
sands to buy books at rates subsidized
by the government.

This is the sixth year Pathfinder books
have been presented at the fair. There
was a heightened interest in books on
Malcolm X, Cuba and U.S. politics.

is to slash the wages of new dealers by
10%. “Young people are already quit-
ting because there’s no hope of im-
provement,” said Gagné. Strikers all
stressed their determination to refuse
the proposed 10% reduction in new
workers’ pay. The current starting wage
is CA$18.40.

Loto-Québec rammed through
a 2% raise with employees at other
government casinos, and refuses to
negotiate anything different here. But
this is well below the rate of inflation.
Some picket signs read, “IPC 6.8, it’s
not 2.5,” referring to the government’s
official consumer price index.

The strikers deserve widespread sup-
port from other workers. Drop by the
picket line, which is up from 10 a.m. to
8 p.m. every day in front of the casino.
Send solidarity messages and contribu-
tions to SCFP/CUPE Local 3939 care of
denis.galy@sccm3939.com.

Refuse collectors, street cleaners
in Rugby strike for wage raise

RUGBY, England — Some 70 street
cleaners, lorry drivers and loaders here
have been on strike since April 26 for
higher pay.

“The 1.75% wage offer from the
Local Government Association is a
wage cut when you think inflation is
standing at 9%,” Paul Hancox, a Unite
union shop steward, told the Militant.
“We have people who are using food
banks to get by.”

The union estimates that council
workers have faced a 22% drop in wag-
es over the last 11 years.

“When we tried to negotiate a bet-
ter deal with Rugby Borough Council
they offered us ‘employee loans.” Who
wants to work all week then ask the
employer for a loan? It was an insult,”
Hancox said.

Seven out of nine agency workers
employed by the council have joined
the strike.

“It had to be all of us,” Hancox said.
“The agency lads, they’re part of the
team and we’ll make sure they’re not

ON THE PICKET LINE

Graham Hughes/The Canadian Press via AP

Canadian Union of Public Employees members picket Montreal casino May 21 in strike over
working conditions that cause repetitive motion injuries. Sign at right says, “I bet on my health.”

laid off as a result of striking. We don’t
go back without them.”

Dozens of strikers picket the waste
depot early in the morning then move to
the Town Hall. “People see us out here
every day, with our union flags and bar-
becues, and they wonder what’s Kick-
ing off. This is the first major strike in
Rugby since the 1970s,” Darren Hunter,
another Unite steward, said.

Refuse lorry drivers in nearby Cov-
entry have been on strike since Jan. 31
for higher pay. “We went to their march
and rally,” Hunter said. “And they joined
us here yesterday. We’ll be going back
there.”

— Julie Crawford
and Pamela Holmes

British Columbia hotel workers
win new contract, make gains

BURNABY, British Columbia —
Hotel workers at the Hilton Metrotown
here, who had been fighting a lockout
by the bosses for 391 days, voted over-
whelmingly to ratify a four-year con-
tract May 11.

The workers, members of UNITE

PUBLISHED: WKLY M THE BNTIREITE OF il WORKNG  PRORE

THE MIL!TANT

June 9, 1972

BUENOS AIRES — A crowd of
3,000 jammed into a theater here on
May 26 to hear Socialist Workers Party
presidential candidate Linda Jenness.
This meeting was the highlight of sev-
eral gatherings in Argentina, part of
the candidate’s speaking tour of several
Latin American countries. Jenness ad-
dressed crowds of more than 1,000 peo-
ple in the cities of Tucuman, Rosario,
and Mar del Plata.

The response demonstrates the wide
interest in socialist ideas. Jenness’s
speech, delivered in fluent Spanish,
was interrupted repeatedly by cheers,
chants, and showers of confetti from
the balcony.

She expressed the solidarity of those
fighting against Yankee imperialism in
the United States with those who fight
to free their own country from U.S. ag-
gression. She said that a victory for the
Vietnamese revolution will be a victory
for the workers of the entire world.
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CHICAGO, May 30 — Representa-
tives of over 20 labor, civil liberties and
civic organizations launched a united
campaign to end the discriminatory
policies in the hiring of sales clerks that
prevail in the department stores in the
downtown Loop. The conference orga-
nized a United Committee to direct the
campaign and mobilize labor and com-
munity support.

The campaign was started in April
by CORE after the rejection of Doris
Dixon, who applied at Goldblatt’s De-
partment Store.

Miss Dixon, a graduate of the Chica-
go Public Schools and Tennessee State
College, had been informed that Gold-
blatt’s was hiring sales clerks. She was
told that no jobs were available and was
refused an application. Ethel Weiss, a
white girl who entered the employment
office a few minutes after Miss Dixon,
was given an application and urged to
have an immediate interview.

HERE Local 40, won full recall rights
for 97 terminated workers without
loss of seniority or wages. The new
agreement restores housekeeping jobs
and daily room cleaning that the boss-
es had previously eliminated. Also
won were wage increases, protection
of union health and pension benefits
and gratuities, and stronger recall
protections.

“We have shown Hilton Metrotown
and other hotels in B.C. that hotel
workers will stand up for respect and
justice to raise standards in the in-
dustry,” Liza Secretaria, a night audi-
tor and union bargaining committee
member, said in a union statement.
“We went through so much together
during the lockout and the pandemic,
but we’re stronger than ever now that
we have fought for our co-workers to
return and won a fair contract.”

At the nearby Pacific Gateway Hotel,
May 12 marked one year on the picket
line. The bosses terminated 143 staff
and the fight to win back their jobs, ben-
efits and pensions continues.

— Dan Grant
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“Unionism and politics cannot
be separated. Power generated
at the trade-union level can be
shattered by government blows.
Workers must enter the political
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Back Ukraine independence!

Continued from front page

dent Vladimir Putin’s war of conquest is
substantial. Troops and their weaponry
have been badly damaged and their
moral standing demolished.

Workers strikes and protests continue
to take place, and, despite new laws with
heavy penalties against all forms of pro-
test, opposition to the war and its effects
at home are widespread.

Moscow’s war — the largest fought
on European soil since the second
imperialist world war in the 1940s —
has intensified the growing capital-
ist world disorder, as each country’s
predatory rulers seek new armaments
and recalibrate alliances to best de-
fend their own national economic and
political interests.

Claims by Washington that it has put
together a large, bipartisan and united
coalition of nations against Moscow are
unraveling, a casualty of the rival capi-
talist rulers’ conflicting interests.

“The Socialist Workers Party hails
the courageous resistance by Ukrainian
working people to defend their country’s
national sovereignty and independence,”
Osborne Hart, Socialist Workers Party
candidate for U.S. Senate in Pennsylva-
nia, said May 23. “We are for the defeat
of Moscow’s invading forces and their
complete withdrawal.

“We also oppose the U.S.-led sanc-
tions, which, whoever they target, fall
heaviest on Russian working people,” he
said. “They erect obstacles to develop-
ing the class solidarity needed between
workers and farmers of Ukraine, Russia,
here in the U.S. and worldwide against
this invasion.”

Kissinger tells Ukraine ‘call a halt’

Henry Kissinger, a former U.S. sec-
retary of state, was a featured speaker
at the annual gathering of capital-
ist politicians and glitterati in Davos,
Switzerland. He told the crowd it
would be disastrous “for the West to
get swept up in the mood of moment
and forget the proper place of Russia
in the European balance of power,” the
May 23 Telegraph reported him say-
ing. He lectured the Ukrainian people
that “the proper role for the country is
to be a neutral buffer state.”

A New York Times editorial May
19 had a similar theme, saying a pro-
tracted war is “not in America’s best
interest,” and that Ukraine “will have

BOOKS WORKERS
NEED TODAY...

to make the painful territorial deci-
sions that any compromise will de-
mand.” It urges Biden to conduct U.S.
policy accordingly.

Kissinger said Russia had been a key
guarantor of the balance of power in Eu-
rope for the last 400 years. This refers to
the reactionary role played by the czarist
dictatorship, by the Soviet Union under
anti-working-class Stalinist rule, and by
Putin today in helping police the capital-
ist world order.

These recent statements show the
predatory self-serving interests behind
imperialist claims to support Ukrainian
independence. They stand poised to use
the flow of arms as leverage to force
Kyiv to “compromise.”

Working-class resistance

It is working people who are at the
heart of Ukraine’s successful resistance
to Putin’s invasion.

As well as keeping essential sup-
plies flowing for the war effort, “many
rail workers volunteered to join the
fighting in the territorial defense mi-
litia,” Volodymyr Kozelskyiv, chair
of the Free Trade Union of Railway
Workers of Ukraine, told an ASLEF
conference in London by video link
May 19. ASLEF is Britain’s trade
union for train drivers.

He spoke of resistance being orga-
nized in Russian-occupied Melitopol.
On May 18 and again on the 23rd par-
tisans there disabled rail tracks and
blew up Russian trains carrying ar-
mor and troops.

Nearly 2,500 Ukrainian fighters
emerged from the destroyed Azovstal
steel works in Mariupol by May 20.
Many had held out underground for
86 days before yielding on orders
from Kyiv. Russian forces took the
wounded to hospitals, the rest to a
prison interrogation camp in Russian-
occupied Donetsk.

Kyiv hopes to secure their exchange
in a prisoner swap. But this was under-
mined by a Ukrainian court decision
May 23 to impose a life sentence on
a 21-year-old Russian soldier for “war
crimes.” Under direct orders, he shot
and killed a civilian in northeastern
Ukraine in the first days of the war.
But it is Putin and his high command
who bear responsibility for Moscow’s
brutal conduct of the war, not Russian
workers in uniform.

...ABOUT BUILDING THE ONLY KIND OF PARTY
WORTHY OF THE NAME “REVOLUTIONARY”

TURNTO
“\iliiﬂlmﬂi

L=
e |

I ns
ﬁ%‘:;ﬂ?ﬁ El'%ﬁﬁ;uu;

$8 with subscription $7 with subscription

$35 for ALL FIVE books above with A MILITANT SUBSCRIPTION

_!n'. juh
Diestion

6 The Militant June 6, 2022

$5 with subscription

$10 with subscription

$10 with subscription
SEE DISTRIBUTORS PAGE 4 OR VISIT PATHFINDERPRESS.COM

ey
LT

ment in Kerch.

$7 with subscription

Stalin’s 1944 exile of Crimean Tatars
commemorated despite Russian occupation

May 18 was the 78th anniversary of Moscow’s forced deportation of the en-
tire Crimean Tatar people from their homeland to Central Asia in 1944. Soviet
dictator Joseph Stalin said the Tatars were all agents of the Nazis. The date is
marked annually by Tatars in Crimea and across Ukraine. Despite a ban on
Tatar actions imposed for the past eight years since Russian troops seized and
occupied the peninsula, hundreds gathered solemnly at a memorial monu-

Over two days in 1944 over 200,000 Tatars were herded into cattle cars,
locked in, and taken by rail deep into Russia, above. Over half died during the
journey and by privation over the next two years.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, waves of Tatars began re-
turning home, to discover their homes had been seized under Moscow’s
attempts to “Russify” the population. Today the Tatars, the native people of
Crimea, make up some 12% of the population. With Ukraine’s independence
in 1991, Tatar culture flowered and identification with Ukraine expanded.

But in 2014, after the popular Maidan uprising, Putin responded by using
his thousands of naval troops — stationed in Crimea under an earlier agree-
ment with Kyiv — to take power, oust Ukrainian forces and crush indepen-
dent mobilization by Tatars. Their organizations, like the Mejlis, their national
council, and its leaders, were banned. Newspapers and schools were closed
down and cultural institutions shuttered. The Russian government cracked
down on all opposition, arresting and framing up any Tatars who spoke out.

Moscow has doubled down on its repression since its invasion of Ukraine.
“Since the beginning of Russia’s total war against Ukraine, a large number of
Crimean Tatar civic activists and journalists” have been sentenced to 12-to-
19 years in jail on fabricated criminal charges, Halya Coynash of the Kharkiv
Human Rights Protection Group, said.

— ROY LANDERSEN

Kyiv’s “war crime” prosecutions
of prisoners of war aid the Kremlin’s
plans to put Azovstal defenders on tri-
al and charge them with “war crimes.”
Moscow especially targets members of
the Azov National Guard unit, who led
the resistance to the Russian takeover
of Mariupol. Putin falsely brands them
as “neo-Nazis.”

In the occupied parts of Luhansk
and Donetsk, spontaneous protests by
family members of young men forcibly
conscripted by pro-Moscow separatists
broke out May 16-17.

The leaking of sober
views by Kremlin support-
ers on Russian state TV
continues. lgor Markov, a
former Ukrainian parlia-
mentarian who backs the
Kremlin, told Moscow’s
Channel One that Russia
might lose, not win, the
war. He said, “l don’t see
how we’re going to do it.”

Toilers inside Russia
continue to find ways to
protest Putin’s invasion of
Ukraine. In a number of
areas, posters have gone
up with pictures of a dog
named “Peace.” “PEACE
lost,” it reads. “He was kind
and fun and didn’t cross
our neighbor’s border. He
gave comfort and hope. We
need our PEACE back.”

In occupied Enerhodar
in southern Ukraine, doz-
ens of firefighters went on

strike May 20, standing outside their
station, demanding their chief, Vitalii
Troian, who was seized from his office
two days earlier, be released.

Dozens of Russian immigrants pro-
tested in Hallandale Beach, Florida,
May 22. When Socialist Workers Party
members, including Rachele Fruit, the
party’s candidate for governor, came,
two protesters asked if they could carry
her sign, “No war! No sanctions! Defend
Ukraine independence!” A statement by
the SWP was read to the protesters.

[NPOMA/T MUP!
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In order not to be charged, fined and possi-
bly imprisoned for “discrediting the Russian
army,” protesters against Putin’s war spread
photos of their pets with captions saying
“PEACE lost. He was kind and fun and didn’t
cross our neighbor’s border. He gave com-
fort and hope. We need our PEACE back.”
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tions, dozens of union bus drivers

Protests sweep Iran over rlsmg prices, effects of rulers’ wars abroad

Demonstrations against govern-
ment moves to lift subsidies on basic
foods, which touched off a torrent of
rising prices, erupted across Iran in
mid-May. They spread to dozens of
cities and towns. Protesters in many of
the actions raised political slogans, de-
manding “Down with [Supreme Lead-
er Ayatollah Ali] Khamenei, down
with dictator” and “We don’t want
mullahs ruling.”

The actions reflect mounting oppo-
sition by working people to the bour-
geois-clerical regime’s counterrevolu-
tionary rule, including its military and
political interference across the Gulf
region, from Iraq and Syria to Leba-
non and Yemen.

The actions responded to the Ira-
nian  government’s announcement
May 11 cutting state subsidies on es-
sential items, including cooking oil,
eggs, milk and chicken. This resulted
in price hikes by as much as 300% for
a variety of flour-based staples like
bread and 400% on pasta, a staple
of the Iranian diet. Eggs and chicken
nearly doubled. Cooking oil increased
by over 400% overnight.

Prices rising ‘by the hour’

Prices were rising “by the hour,”
Mohammad, a 40-year-old private
sector worker, told Agence France-
Presse in Tehran. “How can people
live like this?”

Promises by the administration that
prices would be reduced have not qui-
eted protesters, who are fed up with
years of anti-working-class govern-
ment attacks.

The protests quickly spread to prov-
inces of Isfahan, Khuzestan, Lorestan,
Ardebil, Charmahal and Bakhtiari,
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad. In an
effort to stifle the demonstrations, Ira-
nian officials cut off internet in areas
with ongoing protests. Demonstrators
have faced attacks by the notorious
Basij militia, which has been used in
the past to crack down on protests.

Iranian authorities have yet to re-
port any deaths. However, Al Arabi-
ya, Saudi Arabia’s semi-official TV
network, reported May 18 at least
six people have been Killed since the
protests began.

One of the largest actions was in
Dezful, in the oil-rich southwestern
province of Khuzestan, where the
IRNA, Iran’s official news agency,
reported cops dispersed hundreds of
people and arrested 15.

“There were lots of anti-Khamenei

—CALENDAR—

Protests to end the U.S.
economic war against Cubal
Sunday, May 29

FLORIDA

Miami

Meet 11 a.m. on Ponce de Leén Bou-
levard, between Salamanca and Ca-
labria avenues in Coral Gables.

NEW YORK

New York

Meet 1 p.m. in front of José Marti
statue at W. 59th Street and Center
Drive in Manhattan.
www.us-cubanormalization.org

For more information on actions in
your area, check the National Net-
work on Cuba Facebook page.

slogans simply because he’s the one
responsible for our situation,” said a
Twitter message from a protester at
the action. “His politics over the past
30 years have brought us here — use-
less uranium enrichment, interfer-
ing in internal affairs of neighboring
countries, stupid enmity with Israel,
the list is long.”

Iran’s workers and farmers are fac-
ing the impact of the worldwide capi-
talist economic crisis, compounded by
the economic sanctions imposed by
Washington and other imperialist pow-
ers that hit working people the hardest.

Anadolu Agency
Protests across Iran erupted in mid-May over government lifting of subsidies on basic foods, ef-
fects of rulers’ war moves in the region. Angry demonstrators raised political demands: “Down
with [Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali] Khamenei!” and “We don’t want mullahs ruling!”

The official inflation rate is about 40%.
Almost half Iran’s of 82 million popu-
lation live below the government’s of-
ficial poverty line.

It’s getting harder and harder to get
and hold down a job, with the value of
wages eroding. According to Iranian
government statistics, over 22% of
Iran’s youth are unemployed. In some
provinces, like Khuzestan, it’s up to
33%. And growing numbers of young
people have to move in with their par-
ents because they can’t afford to make
it on their own.

Amid these spreading demonstra-

in Tehran walked off the job May
16 demanding payment of overdue
wages and a substantial raise that had
been approved by the Supreme Labor
Council more than two months ago.
The Syndicate of Workers of Tehran
and Suburbs Bus Company reported
that a dozen of its members were de-
tained the next day. The unionists
have vowed to keep up the fight until
their demands are met.

The strike follows weeks of strikes
and protests by teachers in cities across
Iran earlier this year.

Iranian toilers overthrew the pro-
Washington regime of the shah in 1979
in a popular revolutionary upsurge.
Workers committees — *“shoras” in
Farsi — were set up in factories, oil
refineries and more; women joined in
the struggle demanding equal rights;
and oppressed nationalities like Kurds
and Arabs fought for greater freedom.
Over years these struggles were put
down by the reactionary clerical rul-
ers, but deep sentiments remained.

The latest actions reflect this, as well
as growing anger against the regime
in recent years based among poorer
working people in cities and rural ar-
eas. This includes Iran-wide mobili-
zations in December 2017 and 2018
that swept some 90 cities and towns;
mass protests in 2019 over gas price
hikes and the effects of the regime’s
war moves abroad; as well as protests
in 2021, initially in response to wide-
spread water shortages.

Biden trip seeks allies for US imperialism against Beljing

Continued from front page

fense of “American interests.” In fact,
they act to safeguard the interests of
the U.S. capitalist rulers who are pre-
paring for sharper conflicts with ri-
vals and future wars to defend their
profits and strategic interests in the
face of the growing capitalist world
disorder following Moscow’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Over recent decades the Chinese
rulers’ massive expansion of capi-
talist production and trade has chal-
lenged Washington’s domination of
markets and investments, especially
in Asia and the Pacific. Tariffs on
China, imposed by former President
Donald Trump, are slowing Beijing’s
rise. They have been continued by the
Biden administration.

Though far short of the military
armaments and capabilities of Wash-
ington, China’s rulers have poured
huge sums into expanding their mili-
tary in the region. In April, Beijing
secured a deal with the rulers of the
Solomon Islands that could allow it
to station troops there. For years the
Solomon Islands have been a semico-
lony of the Australian rulers, punc-
tuated by occasional detachments of
troops led by Canberra.

Beijing is also negotiating deals
with the governments of additional
island nations, including Kiribati, lo-
cated just 1,800 miles from Hawaii,
the home to the U.S. Indo-Pacific
Command.

Biden’s trip highlighted the chal-
lenges facing the U.S. rulers. The
centerpiece of his visit was launching
the Indo-Pacific Economic Frame-
work, a Washington-dominated trade
pact that includes the governments of
Australia, India, Japan and nine other

countries in the region.

Aimed at strengthening economic
ties among them and countering Bei-
jing, the deal offered little that was
tangible to the ruling classes signing
onto it. It doesn’t provide any of them
with greater access to U.S. markets,
nor lay out proposals aimed at reduc-
ing their own tariffs. As part of the
deal the White House dangled $150
million for clean energy and infra-
structure projects in the region — a
pittance compared to recent invest-
ments by Beijing.

Beijing has extended massive loans
for giant infrastructure projects in
countries across the region aimed at
expanding trading routes and gain-
ing access to markets for the Chinese
capitalists’ commodities. Chinese
trade with nations making up the As-
sociation of Southeast Asian Nations
dwarfs that of the U.S.

A May 24 meeting of officials from
Awustralia, India, Japan and the U.S.
during Biden’s tour exposed some of
the differences in their national inter-
ests. A joint statement released follow-
ing the meeting referred to “a tragic
conflict raging in Ukraine,” without
condemning Moscow’s invasion.

Moscow-Beijing joint war games

On the final day of Biden’s trip, Chi-
nese and Russian armed forces held
their first joint military exercise since
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine, send-
ing bombers over the seas of northeast
Asia in a show of force. A U.S. offi-
cial condemned the war games, saying
they threatened countries in the region
that had territorial disputes with Bei-
jing. Over the last decade Beijing has
conducted dozens of joint military ex-
ercises with Moscow, including mock

seizures of islands, patrols by long-
range bombers over the Sea of Japan
and East China Sea.

At a meeting between Russian
President Vladimir Putin and Chinese
President Xi Jinping last February,
they declared a “no limits” partner-
ship. Putin reaffirmed Moscow’s sup-
port for Beijing’s claim that Taiwan is
part of China. Xi has refused to con-
demn Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine.

Biden kicked off the Southeast Asia
tour in South Korea, where the U.S.
stations 28,500 troops. With newly
elected President Yoon Suk Yeol,
Biden agreed to discuss expanding
provocative joint U.S.-South Korean
military exercises. These war games
threaten North Korea and worsen ten-
sions across the Korean Peninsula.

In Tokyo May 23, Biden pledged to
use the U.S. military to defend Tai-
wan, remarks the White House quick-
ly walked back, insisting that the U.S.
decades-old policy toward Chinese
claims on Taiwan remained in place.
Under the policy of “strategic ambi-
guity” Washington sells arms to Tai-
wan and at the same time acknowl-
edges Beijing’s claim that Taiwan is
part of China.

Despite their rising regional power
in recent years, the Chinese rulers
also face difficulties. Industrial pro-
duction in China fell sharply last year
and many cities remain under harsh
pandemic lockdowns, stirring an-
gry protests among residents. Loans
made by Beijing to governments
across Asia, as part of its expansionist
Belt and Road Initiative, have become
difficult, if not impossible, for some
debtor nations to repay amid spread-
ing social and economic crisis.
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‘Capitalism won’t disappear by itself, it must be disappeared’

Havana book fair panel discusses importance of scientific, Marxist understanding of history

BY RACHELE FRUIT
AND MARTIN KOPPEL

HAVANA — “We all know, or at
least sense, that the first large land war
on the European continent in more
than 75 years signals a new stage in the
unraveling of the imperialist world or-
der established by the victors of World
War I1,” said Mary-Alice Waters at a
book launch during the Havana Inter-
national Book Fair.

“The politics we are discussing here
today have everything to do with our
ability to chart a working-class course
in this unknown future.”

Waters, a leader of the Socialist Work-
ers Party and president of Pathfinder
Press, was speaking as part of a panel
that presented Pathfinder’s newest title,
Labor, Nature, and the Evolution of Hu-
manity: The Long View of History. (For
the text of Waters’ remarks, see page 9.)

A new and urgent sense of the need
to understand the roots of sharpening
class conflicts in the world today is
what attracted many people at the fair
to that book and other titles available
at the Pathfinder booth. It also marked
the April 24 book presentation, which
drew some 50 people.

The panel included Fernando
Gonzalez, president of the Cuban In-
stitute for Friendship with the Peoples
(ICAP); Zuleica Romay, director of
Afro-American Studies at Casa de las
Américas; Pedro Pablo Rodriguez, lead
editor of the complete works of José
Marti; and longtime revolutionary com-
batant Victor Dreke. Pathfinder editor
Roéger Calero chaired the meeting.

Labor, Nature, and the Evolution of
Humanity includes writings by Freder-
ick Engels, Karl Marx, and George No-
vack, along with an opening article by
Waters that takes up the importance of
those fundamental works of Marxism in
today’s class struggle. They are the real
answer, she stressed in her remarks, to
the “anti-working-class, anti-science,
race-baiting ‘identity politics’ and ‘can-
cel culture’ that increasingly permeate
privileged middle-class layers” in U.S.
universities and far beyond.

“This is a much-needed book,”
said Zuleica Romay in her remarks.
“We are living through a time of con-
tention between struggles to bring
about a better future for the human

species and a system, capitalism, that
refuses to disappear.”

“People can go out and fight around
everyday problems,” she said. “But
they need clear reference points to
be able to transcend these individual
situations as they fight. That’s exactly
what this book is about.”

A scientific understanding of history

A scientific, Marxist understanding
of history helps provide that broader
perspective, Romay said. In Cuba,
for example, with all the lessons of
its revolutionary struggles, how can
you fight for a better future “if you
don’t have knowledge about the his-
tory of your country? What values are
you going to defend if you don’t know
how much it has cost to be able to en-
joy the things we have won?”

She pointed to how the politics of
“identity fundamentalism,” pervasive
in Latin American academic and left
circles today, obscures a class under-
standing of the world, and that “in
Cuba we’re not exempt from that.”

Romay cited several examples. She
told of attending international confer-
ences where some argued “that the
problems of sexism can only be ad-
dressed by women, that the problems of
racial discrimination can only be dealt
with by those of African heritage.”

The capitalist rulers around the

-

Two books on long view of history
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world “are very happy” with such
views because it means “we’re fight-
ing among ourselves while the status
quo remains unchanged.”

Similarly, there are those who claim
that the Marxism of the founders of
the communist movement in the 19th
century was “European and racist.”
They counterpose it to what they call
“black Marxism” today. “No, there is
only one Marxism,” Romay replied.
“It is a great river enriched by many
different tributaries flowing into it.”

Referring to arguments that slavery
and racism have been the driving force
of history, Romay said, “You can’t ig-
nore the place of slavery in U.S. histo-
ry,” or in the history of Cuba and the en-
tire Caribbean. “But you also can’t say
that everything begins and ends with
that. History didn’t begin with slavery.
Capitalism already existed.”

Victor Dreke also addressed this
question, arguing against those who
call for tearing down historical statues
and buildings because they are identi-
fied in some way with slave owners.

He pointed to the beauty of the newly
restored 18th century Spanish colonial
building in Old Havana where the meet-
ing was being held, known as the Palacio
del Segundo Cabo (Palace of the Second
Lieutenant, the Spanish vice governor).

‘What, tear down this building?’

“As I was climbing the stairs to en-
ter this building,” Dreke said, “another
compafero told me, ‘These stairs are
impressive.” And I told him, ‘Yes, and
they weren’t built by the Spanish slave
owners. They were built by Black slaves
and Chinese indentured laborers.’

“So, what are we going to do?” he
asked the audience. “Should we tear
down this building? No, we should
preserve, defend it, make it even
more beautiful.”

He underscored that revolutionaries
in Cuba have contributed to the com-
munist movement, from Carlos Balifio
and Julio Antonio Mella, founders of
the early Cuban Communist Party in
1925, to Fidel Castro and Ernesto Che
Guevara. He noted that the book launch
was being held April 24, the anniver-
sary of the day in 1965 when a forward
detachment of revolutionary Cuban
combatants set foot in the Congo to join
national liberation fighters there. Dreke

Militant/Samir Hazboun
April 24 panel at Havana International Book Fair. From left, Réger Calero, Pathfinder editor; Mary-Alice Waters, a leader of Socialist Workers Party and
president of Pathfinder Press; Fernando Gonzalez, president of Cuban Institute for Friendship with the Peoples; Zuleica Romay, director of Afro-American
Studies at Casa de las Américas; Pedro Pablo Rodriguez, lead editor of complete works of José Marti; and Victor Dreke, longtime revolutionary combatant.

was second-in-command of the 128 Cu-
ban volunteers led by Guevara.

Books like Labor, Nature, and the
Evolution of Humanity are important in
the world today, Dreke said, “and they’re
important for us in Cuba today.”

He recalled his work over the years
with the Socialist Workers Party, includ-
ing a 2002 speaking tour in the United
States to present the book From the
Escambray to the Congo, an account
of Dreke’s revolutionary course over
decades, published by Pathfinder. He
described how SWP members, leading
others, defended a public meeting in Mi-
ami where he and Ana Morales spoke,
preventing counterrevolutionary Cuban
Americans from storming the platform
and busting up the meeting,

Fernando Gonzalez picked up on
Romay’s comments about “identity
politics” and joked that he happened
to be a “white male” who was going
to talk about the fight for women’s
liberation. Gonzalez is one of the five
Cuban revolutionaries who spent up to
16 years in U.S. prisons for their work
to protect the Cuban people against
violent attacks by U.S.-based counter-

Continued on page 11
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In class society, steps to expand world commerce and revolutionize means of production
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Cuban Council of State

% Thousands demonstrate August 1960 in Havana, backing revolutionary government’s nation-
alization of U.S. and other imperialist-owned companies. Coffins bearing names of imperialist

have simultaneously transformed such progress “into means of destruction of land and companies were tossed into sea. Cuba’s socialist revolution shows that working people can take
labor,” says Waters. Above, deforestation in colonial Brazil, early 1800s.

‘A book about forging a working-class vanguard of all
nationalities, religions, skin colors, and both sexes’

state power out of hands of capitalist class and build a new state created by the working class.

Following are the remarks Mary-Al-
ice Waters gave to the April 24 Havana
International Book Fair presentation
of Pathfinder Press’s recently released
book, Labor, Nature, and the Evolution
of Humanity by Frederick Engels, Karl
Marx, George Novack, and Mary-Alice
Waters. The book has been published in
English, Spanish and French. The event
was held at the Palacio del Segundo
Cabo in Old Havana.

Waters is a member of the Socialist
Workers Party National Committee and
president of Pathfinder Press. Copy-
right © 2022, reprinted by permission.

BY MARY-ALICE WATERS

As its title suggests, the book we’re
presenting here today is about hu-
manity’s long journey, about how we
have arrived where we find ourselves,
through a millennia-long process full
of contradictions, dialectical leaps,
unanticipated combinations and in-
evitable unevenness.

For all that, it is not a book primar-
ily about the past.

This is a book that contains and cites

L]
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Participants visit book table after panel discussion on Labor, Nature, and the Evolution of Humanity.
During Havana book fair it was one of Pathfinder’s best-selling titles.

extensively from the most profound and
clarifying works by Karl Marx, Freder-
ick Engels, and other communist lead-
ers, rooted in materialist dialectics.

Yet for all that, it is not a book pro-
duced by or for philosophers. ‘“Philoso-
phy” was something Marx and Engels
left behind them going on two centuries
ago when they issued the Communist
Manifesto, the program of the world’s
first revolutionary workers party. As
they wrote there, communism is not an
idea or a doctrine “invented or discov-
ered by this or that would-be universal
reformer.”” Insofar as it is a theory, it
“merely expresses in general terms, ac-
tual relations springing from an existing
class struggle, from a historical move-
ment going on under our very eyes.”

So what is this book about? It’s pri-
marily about the class struggle today.
A book for working people searching
for a way forward politically, and for
youth attracted to the battles of the
working class and its allies.

It is about understanding history, un-
derstanding that we both live and labor
as part of nature, live and labor as bio-
logical beings, live and labor in history.
In the words of anthropologist Peter W.
Wood that our chairperson just read, it
is a book that tells us “what a truly radi-
cal reading of the human past looks like,
and how both biological evolution and
social evolution have a major claim to
our attention.” [See box on this page.]

Without that knowledge, we remain
prisoners of the present. We remain
unable to see beyond the relations of
capitalist exploitation and oppression
that warp every aspect of our lives, so-
cial relations, personal values, obser-
vations ... and “theorizing.”

Without that knowledge, we eas-
ily fall victim to pseudoscience and
pseudohistory. We will never be able
to chart a course toward the higher
— that is, proletarian — moral stan-
dards that Fidel [Castro], Che [Gue-
vara], Armando Hart and other histor-
ic leaders of the Cuban Revolution led
the toilers of Cuba to make your own.
And offered to revolutionists through-
out the world to make our own.

Let me cite just one example of the
“contemporary” observations you’ll
find in the book. It is a short passage

from Engels’ well-known polemic Anti-
Dihring, which he wrote in 1877

It is very easy to inveigh against slav-
ery and similar things in general terms,
and to give vent to high moral indig-
nation at such infamies. Unfortunately
all that this conveys is only what ev-
eryone knows, namely, that these in-
stitutions of antiquity are no longer in
accord with our present conditions and
our sentiments, which these conditions
determine. But it does not tell us one
word as to how these institutions arose,
why they existed, and what role they
played in history. ...

When, therefore, Herr Diihring
turns up his nose at Hellenism [Greek
civilization] because it was founded on
slavery, he might with equal justice re-
proach the Greeks with having had no
steam engines or electric telegraphs.

Those are words that could have
been written yesterday or today.
Words that arm us against the Diih-
rings of the here and now.

‘Social media,” rulers’ weapon

As we all know and have been dis-
cussing this afternoon, one of the chal-
lenges the working-class vanguard now
confronts has to do with the technologi-
cal advances introduced by the internet
and its interrelated extensions.

Across human history, all great sci-

entific discoveries and advances in
technology that have increased the pro-
ductivity of human labor — from the
invention of the wheel and the lever on-
ward — have come with contradictory
consequences for the toiling masses.
Not only is the greater material wealth
that’s created distributed unevenly,
but the rate of exploitation of working
people is also brutally intensified. Un-
der capitalism, the introduction of new
means of production simultaneously
transforms them into means of destruc-
tion of land and labor.

If the internet and its associated
technologies had been developed un-
der the control of the working class,
the future would be brighter for us all.
In the hands of the capitalist rulers,
however, it has been born as a perni-
cious weapon to advance their class
interests against workers and farmers.

Not only has it extended, to previ-
ously unimaginable lengths, the hours
of the day during which our labor is ex-
ploited. It is a weapon used to penetrate
every aspect of our lives from infancy
on, every minute of our day. It works to
batter down all resistance to the petty-
bourgeois social relations it promotes.

Far from the “social media” it claims
to be, it atomizes and divides us. It cel-
ebrates the epitome of petty bourgeois

Continued on page 10

claim to our attention.

‘What a truly radical reading of the

human past looks like’

Below is a review by Peter W. Wood of the new Pathfinder title Labor,
Nature, and the Evolution of Humanity. Wood is the author of 1620: A
Critical Response to the 1619 Project; president of the National Associa-
tion of Scholars and former professor of anthropology at Boston University.

Labor, Nature, and the Evolution of Humanity is a timely and somewhat
unusual anthology of writings by Marx, Engels, the late American com-
munist leader George Novack, and the contemporary Mary-Alice Waters.
As an anthropologist and political conservative, this is not the company |
would ordinarily keep, but as someone concerned about the rise of pseu-
do-history and pseudo-science in American society today, | find the frank
materialism of the old-fashioned Marxist left refreshing, especially in its
recognition of institutional progress through continuous social struggle.

Readers who have been inundated with identity politics and post-
modern counterfactual fabrications would do well to refresh them-
selves on what a truly radical reading of the human past looks like,
and how both biological evolution and social evolution have a major

As an introduction to an important but now neglected side of one of
the great debates of our age, this short book genuinely deserves attention.
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Working-class vanguard

Continued from page 9
self-promotion and self-interest. Un-
der the banner of promoting individual
“freedom,” its masters are the conscious
enemy of social solidarity of the work-
ing class and our allies. These servants
of capital do everything possible to un-
dermine and destroy such solidarity.

In short, in the hands of the capi-
talist class, it is a new and poisonous
counterrevolutionary force.

Armed with the knowledge and the
political course the writings in this book
offer us, however, a working-class van-
guard of all nationalities, religions, skin
colors, and both sexes — engaged in
struggles together with millions of other
working people — can overcome these
obstacles. They can develop the expe-
rience, fighting capacities and politi-
cal confidence to chart a revolutionary
course. That is a road along which they
can lead the toilers to take state power
out of the hands of the propertied rulers
and build governing institutions and a
new state created by the working class.

That was the lesson of the Paris
Commune and of the Bolshevik Rev-
olution under Lenin’s guidance. It is
the lesson the working people of Cuba
led by Fidel have given us.

A long view of history

I want to say a few words about how
this book was born. Looking at its beau-
tifully designed cover, when | see my
name in the same size type as the names
of the historic founders of the modern
working-class movement and a decades-
long leader of the Socialist Workers
Party at whose knee I first learned about
scientific socialism, [ admit to being un-
comfortable. It feels pretentious.

The two articles by George Novack

included in the book — “How Human-
ity Climbed to Civilization” and “The
Main Course of American History”
— were written almost 70 years ago
as classes he taught to members and
young recruits to the Socialist Work-
ers Party. Then as now, young people
attracted to the communist movement
knew nothing about the scientific
foundations of Marxism.

Novack’s classes, to which he gave
the title “The Long View of History,”
were directed toward “newly awak-
ened minds.” His purpose was to offer
“a popularized account of the main line
of evolution from fish to mankind,” he
wrote, and then from the origins of hu-
man society “to contemporary capital-
ism in the United States.” As he insisted,
those classes presented “an extremely
simplified outline of the immense and
complex range” of that process.

The articles were first produced on a
mimeograph machine — the advanced
technology of the day — as an internal
educational bulletin for Socialist Work-
ers Party members. They were then
published as a pamphlet in 1960, as a
tool to win new members to the SWP
and Young Socialist Alliance. The re-
cruitment of a new generation was then
accelerating under the impact of the vic-
torious Cuban Revolution and growing
mass proletarian-led struggle against
apartheid-like racial segregation in the
U.S. Novack’s classes have been kept in
print ever since by Pathfinder Press and
its predecessors, educating generations
of workers and students.

But we didn’t have the pamphlet in
Spanish. A couple years ago our long-
time friend and compafiera Esther Pérez
—who planned to be with us here today,
but was unable to for medical reasons —

e
Top, lerary ofCongress Bottom Harpers Week[y

New book sheds light on Second American Revolution and popular class character of
largely Black-led governments during post-Civil War Radical Reconstruction. Top: Gen.
Ulysses S. Grant (in front of tree) and staff in Virginia, less than a year before slave-
holders’ rebellion was crushed in April 1865. Bottom: election meeting in former slave
state, 1868. Reconstruction governments barred race discrimination; established public
schools and universal male suffrage; expanded women’s rights and medical access.

Ukrainian South

Whatever views participants at the book presentation might have on Moscow’s military as-
sault on Ukraine, Waters said, “We all sense that the first large land war on the European
continent in more than 75 years signals a new stage in the unraveling of the imperialist
world order.” Above, March 21 protest in Kherson, Ukraine, against Moscow’s occupation.

told us she had some time available and
would like to translate something. This
excellent Spanish translation of “The
Long View of History” was born.

Our plan was to get a new edition out
quickly in both English and Spanish, for
which | would write a new, short pref-
ace. But as often happens when we start
working on a book, like all things in na-
ture and society, it evolves. We soon real-
ized that too much had transpired in the
class struggle the last 70 years to simply
reprint the original without updating,
amplifying, and reinforcing some of the
material in Novack’s articles.

By the time we went to press, we had
added Engels’ “The Part Played by La-
bor in the Transition from Ape to Man”
and the opening section of the Commu-
nist Manifesto, “The Epoch of the Bour-
geoisie and the Forging of Its Gravedig-
gers.” As well as excerpts from writings
by longtime SWP leader Jack Barnes on
the vanguard role in the U.S. class strug-
gle of workers who are Black.

We added many illustrations and what
we call “text boxes.” Some focused on
the Second American Revolution, com-
monly known here in Cuba as the War
of the Secession, the name the slavocra-
cy gave one of the bloodiest wars in his-
tory. Others pointed to the revolution-
ary class character of largely Black-led
governments in the former slave states
during the post-Civil War decade of
Radical Reconstruction. We integrated
the Cuban Revolution into these pages
as well. And brought in the writings of
Evelyn Reed on the importance of wom-
en’s productive labor in forging the first
social bonds of humanity.

In the process, the “brief preface” by
me was also transformed. Through col-
lective work, the introduction evolved
into a more substantial article, “With-
out Materialist Dialectics There Can
Be No Working-Class Revolution,”
placing these historical lessons in the
context of the class struggle today.

We believe the book we’re discuss-
ing this afternoon, the product of this
extended effort, is a more powerful
weapon.

Anti-science, anti-working-class politics

In my remaining time, let me focus
on just one of the dozens of questions
dealt with in this book — one of the rea-
sons we expanded its scope to include
what Peter W. Wood refers to as the
refreshingly “frank materialism of the
old-fashioned Marxist left.”

He’s correct. The course advanced in

these pages is the only possible counter
to the poisonous anti-working-class,
anti-science, race-baiting, “identity
politics” and “cancel culture” that in-
creasingly permeates privileged mid-
dle-class layers in U.S. universities,
media, arts, NGOs, the tech world, the
legal, medical and other professions, to
say nothing of the entire “left.” And it
is increasingly dominant in the Demo-
cratic Party leadership.

For this meritocracy, who consider
themselves an intellectual elite, the vast
majority of the working class are, as
Hillary Clinton blurted out during her
2016 presidential bid, *“a basket of deplo-
rables,” a “racist, sexist, homophobic,
xenophobic” enemy, “irredeemable.”

Countless books have been pub-
lished the last few years claiming to
“reexamine” the history of the United
States to show that slavery and anti-
Black racism — not capitalism, as
Novack, building on Marx and En-
gels, so cogently explains — has been
the driving force of U.S. history. This
“new origin story” teaches that any-
one born with light-colored skin car-
ries the incurable “disease of white-
ness.” And that “white supremacy”
is the underpinning of all Western
civilization, whose history and con-
tributions to the cumulative culture
of humanity must be eradicated from
schools, universities, the arts, and li-
braries worldwide.

Primary and secondary school ad-
ministrations have attempted — over
increasing parental resistance — to
introduce textbooks for children as
young as kindergarten teaching them
that they might not be a boy or a girl,
that there are not two sexes determined
by biology. Instead, there is suppos-
edly a near infinite number of genders,
with no biological foundation, from
which they can “choose.”

Anyone — such as J.K. Rowling, au-
thor of the popular Harry Potter books
— who dares to state simple scientific
facts is charged with being “trans-
phobic” and becomes the target of a
modern-day lynch mob orchestrated
over social media. Book contracts are
broken, speaking engagements and
performances canceled, firings handed
down and lives torn apart.

The most important thing we hope
you’ll take away from this event is the
recognition that the political offensive
of this privileged middle-class layer is
hated and resisted by the working class
in the U.S. — of all skin colors. It is this
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class polarization that underlies all poli-
tics in the U.S. Moreover, this polar-
ization has been accelerated by the
consequences of the pandemic and
its economic repercussions, includ-
ing a now soaring inflation, with
worse yet to come.

Three brief examples capture the re-
actionary character of the 21st century
book burners and witch hunters.

Howard University, the oldest and
most prestigious Black university in
the U.S., announced a year ago that it
is eliminating its classics department.
One of the most prominent intellectu-
als in the U.S. who is Black, Cornel
West, at that time a professor at the
Harvard University Divinity School,
wrote a searing opinion piece in the
Washington Post denouncing this de-
cision for its “deep intellectual narrow-
ness,” a sign of the moral decline “run-
ning amok in American culture.”

He reminded readers that the fa-
mous abolitionist and former slave,
Frederick Douglass, began his “great
journey of emancipation” by defying
the slave owners’ laws that forbade
him to learn to read and write, risking
death to get hold of and read the likes
of Socrates, Cato, and Cicero. That
Martin Luther King refers to Socrates
three times in his famous 1963 “Let-
ter from Birmingham Jail.”

And we must add Malcolm X, who
began his self-transformation not only
by reading every word in the dictionary
he found in the prison library, but every
book he could get his hands on there
— from W.E.B. Du Bois and Carter G.
Woodson, to works by Homer, Shake-
speare, as well as Spinoza, Kant, and
others “of the old philosophers, Occi-
dental and Oriental,” as Malcolm put it
in The Autobiography.

A second example. The Princeton
University Ballet, a student-run bal-
let club, recently drafted a document
— circulated by the university’s Dean
of Students and its Office of Diversity
and Inclusion — denouncing the “per-
fect white standard” of ballet, declar-
ing it to be “an imperialist, colonialist
and white supremacist art form.”

The author who brought this infor-
mation to light responded, “Gosh, bet-
ter not tell these woke dingbats about
Alicia Alonso, the Cuban prima balle-
rina, founder of the Ballet Nacional de
Cuba, and ardent Castroite.”

Third. A so-called climate activist
in Washington, D.C., recently showed
up at a meeting of the DC Metro Co-
alition in Solidarity with the Cuban
Revolution, which was planning a pub-
lic meeting to which they had invited
as a speaker the Cuban ambassador to
the United States, Lianys Torres Rivera.
It was the first time this person had at-
tended a coalition meeting. She imme-
diately demanded that the invitation be
withdrawn. Why? Because she said she
had information that the ambassador’s
grandfather had owned slaves.

None of this is about teaching the
real history of the United States or the
world. The Socialist Workers Party and
Pathfinder Press have been doing that
for decades. But there is no separate
“Black” history, or “women’s” history,
or labor history for that matter. Our his-
tories, our social relations are dialecti-
cally and inseparably interwoven.

Of course racism is systemic in the
United States. That’s been true since
the first European settlers arrived.
But the contradictory social system
of production and reproduction that

has evolved from that time to this is
not “white supremacy.” It is capital-
ism. Just as the social system respon-
sible for women’s second-class status
is not sexism, or patriarchy, let alone
“the family.” It is private property, on
which all class society is built.

It is only a strong, increasingly
class-conscious and  battle-tested
working class, united across lines of
race, sex, nationality, religion, and
language, that can change these rela-
tions of exploitation and oppression.

That knowledge is what brings us
together here today.

K/ R/
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I will end on one final point.

It is safe to say that for all of us here,
the war that is devastating Ukraine is
never far from our minds, even as we
talk of other burning issues, as we're do-
ing right now. We undoubtedly have a
range of different positions on the roots
of Moscow's military assault, which
we're not here today to discuss.

But we all know, or at least sense,
that the first large land war on the Eu-
ropean continent in more than 75 years
signals a new stage in the unraveling of
the imperialist world order established
by the victors of World War 11.

None of us will be able to ignore the
consequences, which have barely be-
gun to unfold.

The politics we are discussing here
today have everything to do with our
ability to chart a working-class course
in this unknown future.

That is why the opportunity to have
these kinds of discussions at the Havana
International Book Fair with comrades-
in-arms is so vital for those of us who
feel the weight of our responsibilities in
the class struggle on the other side of
the Florida Straits — the bastion of im-
perialism, where the future of humanity
will ultimately be settled.

That is why we thank all of you
here today, and especially the mem-
bers of our panel, for this opportunity.

Gracias.

killed in the conflict.

imminent starvation.

prices have gone up.”

Sri Lanka action unites all nationalities

Working people of all nationalities demonstrated in Sri Lanka’s
capital, Colombo, above, May 18 to commemorate those who died
in the country’s 1983-2009 civil war. The victims included tens of
thousands of Tamils, an oppressed minority in the majority Sinhalese
country. The government has long denied that Tamil civilians were

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the target of mass protests in recent
weeks as workers and farmers suffer the worst economic crisis in the
country since independence in 1948, had organized to put the Tamil
rebellion down in blood during the civil war.

As the capitalist country’s crisis deepens, its currency has fallen
40% against the dollar. Food prices are up 46.6% this year. Hospitals
are short of lifesaving medicines and officials warn many people face

The government has been forced to suspend a $7 billion payment
on its massive foreign debt. Newly installed Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe said it “could not find even $5 million to import
gasoline,” so fuel tankers remained anchored offshore.

Farmers cut back production and organized protests last year af-
ter the government barred the use of chemical fertilizers. Under this
pressure, the ban was reversed. Many can't afford to plant this year,
rice farmer Niluka Dilrukshi said, “as the yield has gone down, while

Moscow’s war on Ukraine has severely exacerbated this crisis. Sri
Lanka imports 45% of its wheat from Russia and Ukraine.

Hundreds of students from the Inter University Students’ Federation
protesting against the government marched on Colombo’s central Fort
area May 19. The police pushed them back with tear gas and water
cannons. The president has given cops the power to shoot to kill.

: AP/Eranga Jayawardena

— JANET POST

‘Capitalism won’t disappear by itself’

Continued from page 8
revolutionary groups.

During those years in prison,
Gonzélez said, “I was a beneficiary
of many Pathfinder books. “I had a
lot of time to read,” he joked, and “I
came out of prison more revolution-
ary than when | went in.” One of the
books he studied there was George
Novack’s The Long View of History,
“which gave me a historical perspec-
tive about the advance of humanity.”
That pamphlet is now incorporated as
two of the chapters in Labor, Nature,
and the Evolution of Humanity: The
Long View of History.

Holding up a copy of Woman’s
Evolution, by Evelyn Reed, Gonzalez
said it was one of his favorite books
while in prison. He noted that Labor,
Nature, and the Evolution of Human-
ity cites Reed’s work on the centrality
of women’s social labor in the rise of
civilization. He also highlighted the
importance of the chapter by Freder-
ick Engels, “The part played by labor
in the transition from ape to man.”

‘Capitalism won’t disappear by itself’

Studying these books, he concluded,
“is essential for understanding the world
in which we live. Capitalism will not

disappear by itself. It must be disap-
peared, through the struggles of men
and women to transform society.”

Pedro Pablo Rodriguez said that
in the course of preparing an edi-
tion of the complete works of José
Marti, leader of Cuba’s 19th century
independence struggle and opponent
of slavery, he had previously stud-
ied writings by George Novack that
“opened my horizons” to a materialist
explanation of U.S. history.

Novack’s articles in the new book, he
noted, began as classes he gave in 1955
“to young people at a socialist summer
school,” part of the SWP’s work to edu-
cate new generations of youth attracted
to the communist movement. Today,
he said, the party is continuing that po-
litical work with the most recent books
published by Pathfinder.

Chatting with audience members
after the meeting, Rodriguez recount-
ed how he had been confronted by a
participant in an activity organized
by the José Marti Studies Center who
chided him, “How can you defend
Marti? He wasn’t black!”

Labor, Nature, and the Evolution
of Humanity “is not a book primarily
about the past,” said Mary-Alice Wa-
ters in her closing remarks. It’s above

all “about the class struggle today.”

Without knowing how labor trans-
forms nature, how it is the motor
force of humanity’s advances, she
noted, “we remain prisoners of the
present. We remain unable to see
beyond the relations of capitalist ex-
ploitation and oppression that warp
every aspect of our lives, social rela-
tions, personal values, observations
— and ‘theorizing.””

It is only the perspective advanced
in this book, she said, that will allow
a working-class vanguard of all na-
tionalities, religions, skin colors, and
both sexes to “develop the experi-
ence, fighting capacities and political
confidence” to lead millions to over-
turn capitalist rule and build “a new
state created by the working class,”
Waters concluded.

Labor, Nature, and the Evolution of
Humanity was one of the highest-sell-
ing Pathfinder titles over the course of
the Havana book fair. Some 150 copies
were bought at the book stand and the
presentations. In addition, more than
100 were donated to various institu-
tions as well as the José Marti National
Library and the University of Havana
library for distribution to libraries in
every province across Cuba.
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—— EDITORIAL

Get Moscow out of Ukraine, all of Ukraine!

Workers worldwide have a big stake in the coura-
geous struggle waged by working people in Ukraine
to defend their country’s independence and defeat
Moscow’s invasion. But the people of Ukraine may
have a “peace” settlement forced on them that leaves
much of Ukraine under Russian occupation by
Washington and other imperialist powers who put
their own national interests over those of Ukrainian
freedom fighters.

Whatever the result, working people in Ukraine will
continue to fight to win back all the territory seized
by the Putin regime. They will aid fellow countrymen
mounting resistance under Moscow’s boot. Today they
face attacks on two fronts — from Moscow’s murder-
ous assault and from the capitalist Ukrainian govern-
ment that is using the war to attack political rights and
the labor movement.

The Russian government is weakened. Its army suf-
fered heavy losses in a war Putin believed would be
a pushover. Workers in Russia — in and out of uni-
form — are seeking ways to defend themselves from
a regime that has nothing but contempt for their lives,
demanding more sacrifices from them and their fami-
lies. Openings exist to forge bonds of unity and com-
mon struggle between workers in Russia and Ukraine
against the Putin regime and its war.

Moscow’s war marked a new stage in the growing

capitalist world disorder. Capitalist powers every-
where are rearming and reassessing their alliances in
preparation for new and more deadly conflicts. The
boss class is accelerating efforts to dump the spread-
ing economic and social crisis of their system on the
backs of workers and farmers.

Our future is in the hands of the working class —
the only class that is capable of stopping imperial-
ism’s march toward fascism and war. Key is building
a party of our own, a labor party, that fights uncom-
promisingly against capitalist exploitation and op-
pression. Workers need such parties in Ukraine, Rus-
sia and worldwide.

The Socialist Workers Party is “presenting an in-
dependent working-class foreign policy,” SWP Na-
tional Secretary Jack Barnes said in a statement for
the party’s National Committee. “A foreign policy
that starts from the interests of the toilers at home
and internationally.”

“Working people must see the necessity of taking
political power into our own hands — as toilers did in
Cuba at the opening of the 1960s, following a popular,
workers-and-farmers-based revolution — or we will
face a future of social devastation, reaction, world war,
and even nuclear catastrophe.

“Join us in this effort to raise an independent work-
ing-class voice in the United States.”

As crisis deepens, workers need road forward

Continued from front page
extracting enough profits off the backs of our labor.

These conditions aren’t just battering workers and
farmers in the U.S. Out-of-control inflation is a world-
wide phenomenon, spurring protests from Sri Lanka
to Iran. Vladimir Putin’s war against Ukraine, and the
sanctions and counter sanctions imposed by Washing-
ton and other capitalist governments that inevitably
fall hardest on working people, further erode the con-
ditions we face.

At the same time, industrial production in China,
whose leaders claim to head the world’s largest econo-
my, fell 3% year on year in April.

Global economic outlook is “challenging and uncer-
tain,” Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen admitted May
18. Since the start of the year, the stock market has
fallen 18%, with over $7 trillion going up in smoke.

As the central bankers raise interest rates, workers
feel the effects right away. Mortgage interest rates rose
to 5.2% last month, and average mortgage repayments
are now 70% higher than before the pandemic.

Credit card debt rose from $804 billion to $856 bil-
lion in the last three months of 2021, the biggest quar-
terly increase on record. The rise in the Fed’s rates will
increase credit card interest rates. In March, delin-
guencies on credit card and personal loans rose for the
eighth month in a row. Unpaid debt on auto loans and
leases hit an all-time high in February.

Workers need to organize

“Workers need to join together to fight for protection
from the impact of this crisis,” Lea Sherman, Socialist
Workers Party candidate for U.S. Congress from New
Jersey, told the Militant. “Strikes for better wages and
conditions by autoworkers in Wisconsin and lowa and
refinery workers in California point the way forward.

“Bosses push to get more work out of fewer of us.
Workers and our unions need to fight for 30 hours
work for 40 hours pay to spread the available work
around, to stop being saddled with longer and more
arbitrary schedules, and to combat bosses’ speedup.”

Today’s inflation hits hardest at the things workers
need most — food, fuel, electricity and other necessi-
ties. Rapid price rises mean more workers are strug-
gling to put food on the table. The Salvation Army re-

~

‘Militant’ Prisoners’ Fund
The fund makes it possible to send prisoners reduced
rate subscriptions. Send a check or money order pay-
able to the ‘Militant” and earmarked “Prisoners’ Fund”
to 306 W. 37th St., 13th Floor, New York, NY 10018.
Or donate online at www.themilitant.com
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ports an increase in people who previously used food
banks to supplement their shopping but now depend
on them as their primary source of food. Officials at
the Feeding America food bank network say 15%
more people used their facilities in March.

Some 36 million workers who depend on federal
food assistance programs are able to buy less and less.
Their benefits are calculated on the price of food last
summer, but food inflation in April rose 9.4% over the
past year.

“To protect our wages from inflation,” Sherman
said, “we need cost-of-living adjustments in every
contract and all government benefits, so that when
prices rise our wages and Social Security go up im-
mediately and automatically.”

Social crisis

Today’s fall in the living standards of workers and
farmers is part of a decadeslong broader social crisis
spawned by capitalism in decline. This breeds insecu-
rity and despair. Drug overdoses and suicide rates are
growing in rural areas and cities alike.

Deaths from drug overdoses soared in 2020. This
was partly a result of government pandemic shut-
downs that imposed social isolation and closed the 12-
step programs that provide vital human contact and
support for those battling alcoholism and addiction.

Among Blacks the drug mortality rate has quadru-
pled in less than eight years. Rising overdose deaths
have affected working people as a whole in small cities
and rural areas.

Overdose deaths rose again by 15% to nearly
108,000 in 2021, a record-breaking level. For the past
50 years overdose deaths have increased every single
year, except once, in 2018. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention attributes this to the growing
spread of fentanyl, a synthetic opioid, on the streets.
Fentanyl overdoses accounted for two-thirds of the 1
million drug deaths in the U.S. since 1999.

Democrats and Republicans of all stripes bemoan
this spreading crisis. But none have a solution, which
would mean an assault on the workings of the dog-eat-
dog capitalist system they are pledged to support.

“Only by joining together and fighting for what
we need can working people win protections from
unemployment, inflation and today’s social crisis. In
doing so we begin to discover our own capacities,”
Sherman said. “That’s the road to transforming our-
selves, gaining the class consciousness, discipline
and confidence we need to be able to build a move-
ment of millions that can put an end to the social ills
bred by capitalism. We need to take political power
into our own hands.”

Support for Irish unity

Continued from front page

by London in 1921 after a popular war of indepen-
dence liberated most of the country from British
control. Britain’s rulers clung onto the northern six
counties, seeking to shore up their dwindling world
role and entrench their domination over the profitable
industries there. Through divide and rule, pitting Prot-
estants against Catholics, London aimed to undermine
working-class solidarity and struggle in both Ireland
and Britain.

Massive struggles in Northern Ireland erupted at the
end of the 1960s against anti-Catholic discrimination
fostered by the British rulers in employment, housing,
education and representation. The civil rights move-
ment gained support of working people in the South
and internationally. In 1969 the U.K.’s Labour Party
government sent troops to the North in an attempt to
repress these mobilizations and prevent them from
threatening British rule. During the conflict, London
interned thousands without trial, tried to silence Irish
nationalist leaders and unleashed deadly violence, but
failed to crush the struggle for civil and national rights.

This led to the 1998 Good Friday Agreement be-
tween London, Dublin and parties in Northern Ireland.
The British rulers dismantled much of their repressive
apparatus and, over time, anti-Catholic discrimination
lessened. The deal established a Northern Ireland As-
sembly that would collaborate with the government of
the Irish Republic on cross-border issues.

The agreement kept Northern Ireland in the U.K.
But in subsequent years blows have been dealt to sec-
tarian divisions fostered by London among working
people. Bakery workers on strike last year at Hovis in
Belfast told Militant reporters that Catholic and Prot-
estant workers were united in their fight for better pay.

Sinn Fein: ‘Prepare unification’

Following this month’s election, Sinn Fein Deputy
President Michelle O’Neill called on the Irish gov-
ernment to establish an all-island citizens” assembly
tasked with planning for unification of the country.

The Democratic Unionist Party had been the larg-
est party in Northern Ireland prior to the election and
came in second. It favors continued “union” between
Northern Ireland and the U.K. Sinn Fein is now en-
titled to nominate the First Minister for Northern Ire-
land — a bitter pill to swallow for unionist parties.

The DUP says it will refuse to take its seats in the
power-sharing Northern Ireland Assembly, ensuring
the body can’t function. It demands U.K. Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson scrap a post-Brexit deal with the
European Union on custom checks in Ireland. Under
that agreement, customs checks on goods going to and
from the U.K. are not carried out at the border divid-
ing Ireland, but at Northern Irish ports, ensuring a free
flow of goods across the island. The Republic of Ire-
land remains in the EU.

Last week Johnson threatened to get rid of that cus-
toms arrangement. The conflict over this has exposed
a contradiction between unionist parties, like the
DUP, and the needs of many capitalists who operate in
Northern Ireland, Britain and elsewhere.

Alongside the aspirations of workers and farmers
for Irish unity, the operation of capitalism is propelling
moves toward the reunification of the country. Espe-
cially since 1998, cross-border trade, investment and
travel have mushroomed.

Paul Murnaghan, Northern Ireland Chamber of
Commerce and Industry chief, decried the Democratic
Unionist Party’s refusal to sit in the assembly. “While
this continues, the reputational damage to Northern
Ireland as a place to invest and work grows daily,” he
told the Belfast Telegraph.

EU officials threaten trade sanctions on the UK.
if London unilaterally ends current customs arrange-
ments and imposes new ones at the border between
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. Presi-
dent Joseph Biden called on Johnson to retreat on this.

“Britain should get out of Northern Ireland now,”
said Pamela Holmes, Communist League candidate
for mayor of Tower Hamlets in east London in U.K.’s
May 5 local elections. “This would strengthen unity
and struggles of working people in each country in
defense of their class interests. Championing Irish in-
dependence is vital to forging the working-class lead-
ership needed for a revolutionary struggle for a work-
ers and farmers government — both in Ireland and in
Britain. Ireland is one!”
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