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BY SUSAN LAMONT
ATLANTA — “We’re keeping up our 

weekly solidarity rallies,” striking War-
rior Met coal miner Otis Sims told the 
Militant in a phone interview May 29. 
“They’re important. Now we have them 
outside UMWA Local 2397’s union 
hall in Brookwood every Wednesday at 
5 p.m. to hear about what’s happening 
with our strike and new support.” 

Sims, who has worked underground 
in the mines for 43 years, was a long-
wall operator at Warrior Met Coal’s 
No. 4 mine in Brookwood, Alabama, 
when the strike began last April 1, 14 
months ago. 

At the May 25 rally, Sims said, Unit-
ed Mine Workers of America officials 
reported that in recent negotiating ses-
sions between the union and Warrior 
Met, the company insisted that a con-
tract settlement can’t be reached unless 
the UMWA agrees that the company 
can fire 37 miners for picket line activ-
ity. “We won’t go on that,” said Sims. 
“That won’t do. Everyone needs to go 

BY TErrY EvANS
The horrifying mass shooting that 

killed 21 children and teachers at the 
Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, 
Texas, has sparked heated debate 
and mutual accusations of blame on 
the left and right of capitalist politics. 
None address the root cause of the 
massacre carried out by Salvador Ra-
mos on May 24, nor the one just days 
earlier of 10 people at a supermarket 
in a Black neighborhood in Buffalo, 
New York. Nor the daily violence that 
takes place in Black communities 
across the country. 

Mass shootings like this are part of 
the violence that increasingly confront 
working people. In 2020, 45,222 peo-
ple were shot dead in the U.S. That’s 
123 people a day. Shootings grew in 
most major cities, rising 70% in New 
York City alone. That year was also 
the worst for killings in Chicago in 
three decades. And cops make no se-
rious attempt to stop gang violence in 
many workers’ neighborhoods. Their 

BY JOHN HAWKINS
MINNEAPOLIS — During two 

weeks of daily campaigning through 
May 31, supporters of the Socialist 
Workers Party’s ticket of Gabrielle 
Prosser for governor and Kevin Dwire 
for lieutenant governor collected 2,566 
signatures — well over the state’s re-
quirement of 2,000 — to be placed on 
the ballot. And while doing so they in-
troduced the SWP’s program to thou-
sands of working people on doorsteps, 

at plant gates and political protests. They 
sold 89 subscriptions to the Militant and 
52 books by party leaders and other 
revolutionaries, and collected $418 in 
contributions.

“We took on the ruling parties’ chal-
lenge of doing this in two weeks, and 
turned it into an opportunity to reach 
out broadly to the working class and its 
allies,” said Naomi Craine, the party’s 
candidate for governor of Illinois, who 

BY vIvIAN SAHNEr
An arsonist damaged a family 

planning and women’s health center 
under construction in Casper, Wyo-
ming, May 25. Wellspring Health 
Access, a national health care non-
profit that provides reproductive care 
in rural areas, plans to offer a range 
of services, including abortion if 
a woman needs one, the only facil-
ity providing the procedure in Wyo-
ming. Casper is a working-class city, 
a hub of oil drilling, uranium mining 
and cattle ranching. 

The person who called in the fire 
said they saw someone “running away 
from the building with a gas can and 
black bag,” which was captured on 

US gov’t, Seoul 
announce new 
provocations 
against NKorea

BY rOY LANDErSEN
Moscow’s invasion and murderous 

bombardment of Ukraine has been 
resisted tenaciously by the Ukrainian 
people for over three months, opening 
a new stage in the decline and disinte-
gration of the capitalist “world order” 
set up after World War II. The war is 

the Russian rulers’ war has been re-
focused and narrowed on extending 
areas they hold aloung with pro-Mos-
cow separatists in the Donbas region 
of Donetsk and Luhansk, and on de-
fending areas seized in the south of 
Ukraine, like the cities of Mariupol 

BY SETH gALINSKY
President Joseph Biden embarked on 

his first visit to South Korea May 20-22, 
where he and newly elected South Kore-
an President Yoon Suk Yeol announced 
plans to expand provocative joint war 
games and to push increased economic 
sanctions against North Korea. 

Biden’s trip to South Korea, then Ja-
pan, was aimed at shoring up U.S. im-
perialism’s interests in the region and 

Atom Trade Union of Ukraine

Students, teachers in Rivne, Ukraine, organize June 1 fundraising race to help rebuild Chernihiv, 
hard hit by Moscow’s assault. Speakers included head of union at nuclear power plant there.

Militant/Carole Lesnick

Minnesota’s Faribault Daily News reporter Kristine Goodrich interviews SWP candidates 
Gabrielle Prosser and Kevin Dwire while they campaign in Walmart parking lot there May 26. 

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 11

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 6

End US sanctions on Russia!

exacerbating the worldwide economic 
crisis coming down on workers’ backs 
and sharpening conflicts among rival 
imperialist powers as they rearm and 
search for the best way to defend their 
conflicting national interests. 

After facing defeat and loss of 
morale at the outset of the invasion, 
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Arson at family planning clinic
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Greg Hirst/Oil City News

Riata Little Walker, backer of Wellspring Health Access family planning clinic damaged in 
arson attack in Casper, Wyoming, speaks at pro-choice rally there May 14. Women who face 
medical problems in a pregnancy “are the only ones who can make those decisions,” she said.

surveillance video. No one has been 
apprehended. 

“I’m angry that people would take it 
upon themselves to try to shut us down 
this way,” Julie Burkhart, a founder 
of the clinic, told the press. The clinic 
plans to make needed repairs, but its 
scheduled opening in June will likely 
have to be pushed back. 

Since 1977 there have been 11 
murders and 26 attempted murders of 
doctors who provide abortions as part 
of their practices, 42 bombings of 
clinics and homes, and 194 incidents 
of arson. It’s a history that Burkhart 
knows firsthand. She worked with Dr. 
George Tiller, a doctor who offered 
abortion in Kansas. He was shot dead 
in the foyer of his church by a rightist 
in 2009.  

Needed discussion on access to fam-
ily planning was cut short by the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade rul-
ing that decriminalized most abortions, 
before millions had been convinced that 
access to the procedure was necessary 
as a part of family planning.

Fight for women’s emancipation
The heart of the discussion has to 

begin on a broader basis: how can 
working people start a family and hold 
one together. This includes the fight 
for jobs with better wages and work 
schedules that allow family time. 

“Working people need access to af-
fordable child care, health care and 
programs that make it easier to adopt,” 
Candace Wagner, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for governor in Penn-
sylvania, told the Militant. “We need 
access to family planning, contra-
ception and safe and secure abortion, 
the types of services that Wellspring 

Health Access is bringing to Casper.” 
Buffeted by today’s crisis of capi-

talism that puts more and more pres-
sure on working-class women and 
their families across the U.S., they find 
themselves with less and less choice 
about how to live their lives. 

Among the backers of the Well-
spring Health Access clinic in Casper 
are Riata Little Walker and her hus-
band Ian. She told the Associated Press 
that she had considered herself “pro-
life,” but when she got pregnant two 
years ago she was diagnosed with fetal 
heart and chromosomal abnormali-
ties that doctors told her would likely 
cause her a traumatic miscarriage. She 
decided to get an abortion at a facility 
in Colorado. 

“Not all aborted babies are unwant-
ed,” she said. “This needs to be avail-
able for people when they need it, even 
if they wanted their baby and they have 
to make the hardest decision that any 
parent could possibly make.” 

“When you find yourself in a dif-
ficult position, you just want to have 
choices,” she said. 

Today’s shortage of baby formula is 
another stark example of what workers 
face trying to raise a family. Anxious 
parents are hunting from store to store 
and paying skyrocketing prices if they 
are lucky enough to find the formula 
their babies need. 

In February — three months ago 
— the Federal Drug Administration 
ordered Abbott Laboratories to shut 
down its main plant due to contamina-
tion. The company accounts for some 
48% of baby formula production in 
the U.S. There was no backup plan 
in place, no reserves, and President 
Joseph Biden’s administration didn’t 
think the problem was important 

enough to address until babies started 
being admitted to hospitals and the is-
sue became a national scandal.

Moves to restrict family planning
Rightists and state governments 

aiming to eliminate the ability of 
women to make their own decisions 
on family planning confront the wide-
spread availability of pills used for 
medication abortions. More than half 
of all abortions in the U.S. are now car-
ried out this way, including from drugs 
that can be ordered online. Manufac-
turer GenBioPro has filed a federal 
lawsuit challenging a Mississippi law 
that requires women take the pill in the 
presence of a doctor and only obtain 
the drug through an in-person visit. 

But no matter what the Supreme 
Court decides on Roe, the underly-

ing questions facing women and their 
families will continue to spur public de-
bate. It’s a much-needed discussion that 
working people should welcome and 
join. That’s what the Walkers decided. 

Growing numbers of working wom-
en and men, from nurses to autoworkers 
and coal miners, are standing together 
on picket lines around the country over 
the economic and social conditions the 
working class faces today. 

“These union battles include fights 
against cuts to real wages, forced over-
time, life-draining schedules and other 
obstacles to family life,” Wagner said. 
“Such struggles also provide a founda-
tion for the broader fight for women’s 
emancipation. That is central to orga-
nizing a working-class movement that 
is united, capable of taking power out 
of the hands of the capitalist class.” 

Woman’s Evolution: From Matriarchal Clan 
to Patriarchal Family   by Evelyn Reed
An examination of prehistory from cannibalism to culture that 
uncovers the world of the ancient matriarchy. Reed reveals women’s 
leading and still largely unknown contributions to the development of 
civilization, and offers fresh insights on the struggle against women’s 
oppression and for the liberation of humanity.  $25

Cosmetics, Fashions, and the Exploitation of Women
by Joseph Hansen, Evelyn Reed and Mary-Alice Waters
Why do ever-changing standards of beauty, as well as moral values, al-
ways reflect those of the ruling class? How do the wealthy owners of the 
cosmetics and fashions “industries” play on women’s insecurities to sell 
products and rake in profits?  $12
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SWP campaigns in Minnesota
Continued from front page
chaired a Militant Labor Forum here 
May 28 celebrating the gains won by the 
Socialist Workers Party. 

“We’ve been to the Red River Valley, 
to Worthington, Owatonna, Austin, 
Faribault, New Prague, the Iron Range, 
and many smaller towns,” Prosser told 
forum participants. “Articles about our 
campaign have appeared in two local 
newspapers, with promises of more to 
come, as a result of our campaigning 
throughout the state.”

“One of the things we’ve been raising 
with workers and others we meet is the 
stakes involved in organizing opposition 
to Russia’s war on Ukraine,” said David 
Rosenfeld, the party’s candidate for 
U.S. Congress, at the forum. “The war 
reflects the unraveling of the capitalist 
world order put in place by Washington 
after the second imperialist slaughter. 

“Our call for independence of 
Ukraine, withdrawal of all Russian 
troops, opposition to U.S. and EU sanc-
tions against Russia that hit working 
people there the hardest gets a hearing 
from workers we’ve met,” he said. 

Meeting workers on Iron Range
In Hibbing, on the Mesabi Iron Range 

in north Minnesota, Dwire met Ryan 
Maki at his home on May 28. Maki, 
a member of the United Steelworkers 
union, has worked for 13 years as a heavy 
equipment operator at the Minntac open 
pit iron ore mine in the nearby city of 
Virginia. He wanted to know about the 
SWP’s view toward unions.

“We’re for organizing unions,” said 
Dwire, “and supporting struggles like 
the United Mine Workers 13-month 
strike against Warrior Met Coal in 
Alabama and the United Auto Workers 
strike against Case New Holland in 
Wisconsin and Iowa.” 

“And what about gun control?” 
Maki asked. 

“The SWP supports the Bill of 
Rights — the first 10 amendments to 
the Constitution, including the right to 
bear arms — and the 13th, 14th and 15th 
amendments adopted to wipe out the 
vestiges of slavery after the Civil War, 
and other protections against govern-
ment abuse won by workers in strug-
gle,” Dwire said. 

“But workers today don’t need access 
to assault rifles and military grade weap-
ons,” he continued. “We need organiza-
tion, solidarity and class independence 
in the face of the dog-eat-dog morality 
and violence of the capitalists. Through 
collective struggle we will discover our 

fighting capacities and self-worth.
“When our unions and other fight-

ing organizations come under attack 
from vigilantes and fascist gangs as 
the class struggle deepens, we will 
need to take decisive steps to organize 
a disciplined defense.” 

“I support you, and you’re going to 
get a good reception in this area,” Maki 
said, taking extra campaign flyers to 
“get around in the mine.”

Maki liked the SWP’s call for a labor 
party and for workers control of produc-
tion. He subscribed to the Militant and 
bought Teamster Rebellion. 

On her doorstep in Monticello May 
29, Sarah Burman, a 31-year-old mother 
of three with another on the way, and 
chef at a nursing home for Alzheimer 
patients, spoke with Dwire. He pointed 
to the devastating impact rising prices 
are having on workers’ real wages. “The 
government is for the rich, not the work-
ing class,” Burman said. “Even though 
my fiancé and I make a decent pay-
check, it’s not enough. We still have to 
go to food pantries to make ends meet.” 

David Rosenfeld and other party cam-
paigners visited a picket line and rally 
May 24 by SEIU Health Care workers 
on a one-day strike here for better pa-
tient care and working conditions. He 
met Joe Rick, who has worked in hos-
pital psychiatric care for 32 years. “I feel 
like I’m part of a corrupt system,” Rick 
said. “I feel like I’m expected to be more 
like a beat cop than someone providing 
care to a patient.”

Health care is run as a business to 
maximize profits, he said. “We face 
short staffing. There are teenagers 
being housed in parking garages. 
Patients know they are not receiving 
the kind of care they deserve and that 
makes them angry.”

‘Hire more people’
“There’s a simple solution to short 

staffing,” Rosenfeld said, “hire more 
people. Change will only come from the 
action of our class, the working class, 
and we have to organize to use union 
power to win that. We also need to do 
that on the political plane — break with 
the two parties of big business and form 

our own party, a labor party.” 
Rick signed to put the SWP candi-

dates on the ballot, subscribed to the 
Militant, got Are They Rich Because 
They’re Smart? and contributed $10 to 
the campaign.

Prosser was one of the speakers at a 
May 29 rally in Minneapolis demand-
ing an end to Washington’s economic 
war against Cuba and to lift the U.S.-
imposed travel ban. The socialist gu-
bernatorial candidate recently returned 
from Cuba, where she was part of a 
team of SWP and Communist League 
members at the Pathfinder Press booth 
at the Havana International Book Fair. 

“In 1959 the workers and farmers 
of Cuba made a socialist revolution,” 
Prosser said. “Under Fidel Castro’s lead-
ership, they took political power. Despite 
all the obstacles, the revolution contin-
ues as a living, fighting revolution. 

“Some of the Cubans I talked with,” 
she said, “were surprised when I told 
them that members of the Socialist 
Workers Party in the United States cam-
paign door to door and on picket lines 
explaining to workers the need for a so-
cialist revolution in the United States.

“I showed them a 1961 statement by 
Fidel Castro that is published on the 
back cover of the Pathfinder book, Cuba 
and the Coming American Revolution. 
Castro expressed confidence in the 
U.S. working class, saying, ‘There will 

be a victorious revolution in the United 
States before a victorious counterrevolu-
tion in Cuba.’”

In New Jersey, Joanne Kuniansky 
and Lea Sherman, SWP candidates for 
U.S. Congress, filed petitions May 24 at 
the Department of Elections in Trenton 
for ballot status. Each filed petitions 
with more than 150 signatures, triple the 
number required. 

After filing, Sherman visited the pick-
et line of striking nurses and technicians 
fighting for better wages and staff-to-
patient ratios at St. Michael’s Medical 
Center in Newark. “Solidarity from 
workers and our unions is crucial to the 
outcome of this struggle,” she said. 

The SWP is planning to expand cam-
paigning all across the country, includ-
ing efforts to put the party on the ballot 
for U.S. Congress from Philadelphia. If 
you want to find out more about the par-
ty, or join SWP supporters in taking the 
party’s program to workers and farmers, 
contact the SWP campaign office near-
est you, listed on page 12.

Socialist Workers Party  
2022 candidates

California 
Eleanor García, US Senate
Joel Britton, Governor
Florida
Rachele Fruit, Governor
Georgia
Lisa Potash, US Senate
Sam Manuel, Governor
Illinois
John Hawkins, US Senate
Naomi Craine, Governor
Minnesota
Gabrielle Prosser, Governor
Kevin Dwire, Lt. Governor
David Rosenfeld, US Congress

Nebraska
Joe Swanson, US Congress
New York
Sara Lobman, US Senate

New Jersey
Joanne Kuniansky, US Congress
Lea Sherman, US Congress
Ohio
Samir Hazboun, US Senate
Jacquie Henderson, US Congress
Pennsylvania
Osborne Hart, US Senate
Candace Wagner, Governor
Chris Hoeppner, US Congress
Texas
Alyson Kennedy, Governor
Gerardo Sánchez, US Congress

Washington, DC
James Harris, Mayor
Arlene Rubinstein, Delegate to House

Washington state
Henry Dennison, US Senate

Militant/Carole Lesnick

SWP campaigner Michael Najim, right, talks to Michael Hamer as he signs up for a Militant 
subscription in Minneapolis May 28, part of statewide effort to put party on the ballot.

by gale SHangold
NEWARK, N.J. — The 350 nurses 

and technicians at St. Michael’s Medi-
cal Center here, members of JNESO 
Council 1 International Union of Op-

Newark nurses strike over safety, staffing levels
erating Engineers, struck May 23 for 
a decent contract. 

“During negotiations, management 
has demonstrated a lack of willingness 
to respond to issues such as safety, 
staffing levels, health insurance and 
pensions,” Virginia Treacy, negotia-
tor for JNESO, told the press. “They 
have demanded more than 
20 different givebacks.” 

“They want to throw us 
on any floor without regard 
to training or experience, 
remove our weekend dif-
ferential, reduce our wages 
and all our benefits, which 
are already lacking,” Mar-
garita Prodon, a nurse with 
17 years at the hospital, told 
the Militant. “They already 
pay so low that they can’t 
hire enough nurses.” 

“Replacement” nurses 
from an outside agency 
have taken the strikers’ 
jobs. 

For-profit California-
based Prime Healthcare 
Services bought the 358-

bed hospital out of bankruptcy in 
2016, getting $190 million in debt re-
lief from the state. “Solidarity from 
workers and our unions is crucial to 
the outcome of this struggle,” said 
Lea Sherman, SWP candidate for U.S. 
Congress from New Jersey, when she 
joined the nurses’ picket May 24.

Militant/Lea Sherman

Striking New Jersey nurses rally May 24. Margarita 
Prodon, with sign, explained conditions nurses face.
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Cuban farmers celebrate 1959 
agrarian reform, revolution
by róger Calero 

From very early in the morning farm-
ers in Cuba held political events and fes-
tivities around the island to celebrate the 
63rd anniversary of the First Agrarian 
Reform law. The May 17, 1959, act, more 
than any other, defined the character of 
the workers and farmers government 
established by Cuban toilers after over-
throwing the U.S.-backed dictatorship 
of Fulgencio Batista five months earlier, 
and heightened U.S. imperialism’s hos-
tility toward the Cuban Revolution.  

“The revolution dignified the men and 
women of the countryside,” said Rafael 
Santiesteban, president of the National 
Association of Small Farmers (ANAP), 
in his remarks at the main celebration 
held at a farm cooperative in Cienfuegos 
province. “It gave the land to its rightful 
owners, eliminated evictions, injustice 
and desperate living conditions” for mil-
lions of peasants and rural toilers, San-
tiesteban told the farmers at the event, 
which also marked the 61st anniversary 
of ANAP’s founding in 1961.  

The First Agrarian Reform national-
ized millions of acres of large planta-
tions owned by foreign — primarily 
from the U.S. — and Cuban capitalists, 
guaranteeing use of the land to those 
who work it and abolished the debt slav-
ery of capitalism the peasantry lived un-
der. Over 100,000 peasant families were 
granted land deeds.  

There were other revolutionary mea-
sures carried out by the new popular 
government in the opening years of the 
revolution, but “the [agrarian reform] 
law for the benefit of the peasantry was 
enough for imperialism to mobilize 
against our country,” Fidel Castro said 
in 1962, referring to the deepening class 
war opened by the law. 

‘Crossing the rubicon’
It was a step from which there was 

no retreat. “It sealed the pact of the re-
actionary alliance of the big landowners 
and imperialism,” explained Castro. But 
“it also sealed the pact of the alliance of 
the Cuban workers and peasants.” To 
abandon the land reform would have 
meant betraying the interests and aspi-
rations of the Cuban people.  

The signing of the law by Fidel Cas-
tro in the Sierra Maestra mountains was 
followed by a broad effort to explain its 
significance and win even deeper sup-
port for the worker-farmer alliance at the 
heart of the revolution. This prepared 
the population as a whole to combat 
landowners who resisted the agrarian 
reform and were counting on Washing-
ton’s intervention to stop it. 

A sharpening class polarization en-
sued, with a big majority of peasants and 
workers supporting the measure, while 
big landowners did all they could to try 
to block it, waging a campaign of sabo-
tage and terror. Washington responded 
with organizing a mercenary military 
invasion in April 1961 at Playa Girón. 
The strength of the worker-farmer alli-
ance, and the socialist revolution unfold-
ing in Cuba, was demonstrated decisive-
ly when the assault was crushed by the 
mobilization of Cuba’s popular militias 
and armed forces in less than 72 hours. 

The revolutionary leadership carried 
out the agrarian reform, and a series 
of far-reaching nationalizations of in-
dustry and utilities, through to the end. 
Millions of farmers, workers and youth 

were involved in city and countryside, 
transforming social relations and them-
selves. They understood they were car-
rying out the first socialist revolution in 
the Americas, and were proud of it.

They understood this new social sys-
tem was created to serve the interests of 
farmers and workers instead of the for-
mer capitalist rulers, including guaran-
teeing land, cheap credit and prices that 
gave farmers a livable income. 

The Rebel Army and the July 26 
Movement under Castro’s leadership 
were central in leading the implementa-
tion of the agrarian reform. The measure 
was accompanied by a series of other 
mass mobilizations that wiped out illit-
eracy; built schools, housing and medi-
cal centers in rural areas; and brought 
electricity to rural Cuba — all steps to 
bridge the political and cultural gap be-
tween the urban and rural toilers. 

Defending socialist revolution gains 
“The founding of ANAP could not 

have come at another time,” said San-
tiesteban, “two years after the enact-
ment of the law, and after having dealt 
imperialism its first great defeat in Latin 
America at Playa Girón.” 

Since its creation, ANAP has played a 
central role in working with small farm-
ers to participate and mobilize in de-
fense of the revolution. The fact that the 
nationalization of the land meant farm-
ers in Cuba cannot lose their land as 
long as they work it has had a big impact 
on farmers in the U.S. who have learned 
about Cuba’s socialist revolution.

A message was sent to ANAP mark-
ing the anniversary of the agrarian re-
form from 16 farm families in the U.S., 
including some who have visited Cuba 
and seen what farmers have won first-

US farmers send solidarity message to Cuban farmers  
on 63rd anniversary of agrarian reform law

Below is a letter initiated by farmer Willie Head 
from Pavo, Georgia. It was signed by farmers and 
farm families in the U.S. and two from Canada.

May 10, 2022
Greetings to National Association of Small Farmers 

of Cuba (ANAP) from farmers in the United States.
We send you warm greetings and solidarity from 

farmers in the United States on the 61st anniversary 
founding of ANAP and the 63rd anniversary of the 
First Agrarian Reform of the Cuban Revolution. The 
courage of Fidel Castro going forward with the work-
ers and farmers and galvanizing them in unity, for six 
decades that historic accomplishment has been the 
foundation of the Cuban Revolution since January 1, 

1959. Some of us have travelled to Cuba, talked with 
Cuban farmers, and have been able to see firsthand 
what a difference a revolution makes. The agrarian 
reform put an end in Cuba to the debt driven exploi-
tation farmers are facing with intensifying effects here 
in the U.S. and around the world.

Farmers in the U.S. are facing farm foreclosures; 
rising prices for seeds, fertilizers, and other inputs; to 
soaring inflation that makes it impossible to make a 
living. Farmers who are Black are disproportionately 
being driven off the land by continuing government 
discrimination. What the rulers here fear most is your 
example of what can be accomplished by workers and 
farmers in a united struggle. We salute your example!

Congratulations on your anniversaries!

Willie M. Head
Cattle, vegetable farmer, Pavo, Georgia

Eddie Slaughter
Cattle, hay, vegetable farmer, Buena Vista, Georgia

Ben Burkett
Vegetable farmer, Petal, Mississippi

Larry Ginter
3rd Generation crop, livestock farmer (retired), 

Rhodes, Iowa
Will Scott Jr.

Vegetable farmer, row crops, Fresno, California
Paul Buxman

Stone fruit farmer, Dinuba, California
Bernard Bates Family Ava, Karla, Theo, Terrie, and 
Brad Sr.

Nicodemus Descendant Legacy Black Farmers,
Nicodemus, Kansas

Robert J. Smith
Produce farmer, Petal, Mississippi

Byron Travis
Produce farmer, New Augusta, Mississippi

Darnella Winston
Cow, vegetable farmer, Church Hill, Mississippi

Daniel Teque
Row crop farmer, Sallas, Mississippi

Willie E. Adams
Dairy, poultry, livestock farmer, Greensboro, 

Georgia
Karl Butts

Vegetable farmer, Plant City, Florida
Paul Plouffe

11th Generation Dairy Farmer, Bridport, Vermont
George Naylor

Organic corn, soybeans, oats, and apples farmer,
Churdan, Iowa

Morris and Linda Varcoe
Grain farmers, Clavet, Saskatchewan, Canada

hand (printed on this page). “Excel-
lent message, and we’re very happy for 
it, and reknitting contact with farm-
ers in the U.S.,” said Rilma Roman of 
ANAP. The greetings will be included 
in the June issue of Revista ANAP, their 
magazine. What the U.S. rulers “fear 
most is your example of what can be 
accomplished by workers and farmers 
in a united struggle. We salute your ex-
ample!” the U.S. farmers said. 

At the Cienfuegos celebration, San-
tiesteban spoke about the challenges 

working people in Cuba face. After 
two years of COVID pandemic, a 
deepening worldwide capitalist eco-
nomic crisis, and tightening of Wash-
ington’s economic war against the 
Cuban people and its socialist revo-
lution, agricultural production and 
all aspects of Cuba’s economy have 
been impacted. ANAP’s central task 
is working with small farmers’ coop-
eratives in the battle to increase food 
production and reduce hard-to-come-
by imports. 

Protests demand ‘End US economic war against Cuba!’

Militant/Laura Anderson

Over 100 people rallied at the Miami International Airport, above, May 
29, after participating in a 42-car caravan through the city demanding an 
end to the U.S. economic war against Cuba and for lifting Washington’s 
restrictions on travel to the island. A smaller rightist counteraction was or-
ganized across the street, but failed to disrupt the protest. A large number 
of Cubans living in the city oppose the U.S. embargo. 

Similar actions took place in New York, Seattle, Minneapolis and more 
than 20 other cities around the world. In Canada, caravans and rallies 
were organized in at least eight cities, including Montreal, Toronto and 
Vancouver. 

— Brian Williams
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on the picket line

25, 50, and 75 years ago

June 23, 1997
In his recent travels, president Wil-

liam Clinton has been touting the 
Marshall Plan between 1948 and 1951 
as a model for peace and economic 
development. Under this scheme, the 
U.S. rulers provided $13 billion in 
loans to restart industry and rebuild 
the infrastructure of the war-torn cap-
italist countries in Europe.

The Marshall Plan represents the 
most finished and thought-out scheme 
of American imperialism to bend ru-
ined and prostrate Europe to its needs 
and realize hegemony of the continent. 

The Marshall Plan bases itself on 
the new relationship of forces: Not 
only America’s military and indus-
trial superiority vis-a-vis Russia, but 
the disintegration of the British Em-
pire and its inability to maintain the 
pretensions of a first-rate power; the 
helplessness of the European capital-
ist classes; and the out-and-out bank-
ruptcy of Europe. 

June 23, 1972
Three B-52s can obliterate an area 

more than half a mile wide and nearly 
two miles long. There are more than 
100 B-52s and over 1,000 U.S. war-
planes altogether now striking North 
and South Vietnam daily. 

The aim is “sealing off North Viet-
nam’s coast and harbors with mines, 
followed by the systematic and rela-
tively unrestricted destruction of 
military and industrial targets,” New 
York Times correspondent Neil Shee-
han reported June 9.

In an effort designed to conceal U.S. 
control of the “pacification” program in 
South Vietnam, the U.S. Public Affairs 
Office — which headed “psychological 
and political warfare” — is being closed 
out. It organized a “campaign of selec-
tive terror,” Times correspondent Mal-
colm Browne reports,” seeking to kill 
known Vietcong agents in ambushes or 
in their beds and making sure the les-
sons were not lost on local residents.” 

June 21, 1947
JUNE 17 — With only three days 

left before the veto deadline, [Presi-
dent] Truman has not yet broken his 
silence on the Taft-Hartley Bill, the 
most ruthless piece of anti-labor leg-
islation this country has seen in de-
cades. Every worker must recognize 
that both the Democratic Party and 
the Republican Party are political or-
ganizations of Wall Street.

The policy of permitting Wall Street 
to exercise a monopoly of politics is 
suicidal. The bill will be followed by 
other legislation even more dangerous 
in character. In the struggle against 
Taft-Hartley, the labor bureaucrats 
gave aid to the capitalist class by sabo-
taging effective mass protest action.

If workers make up their mind that 
no more delays can be countenanced 
in organizing an independent La-
bor Party, then Wall Street’s success 
in pushing the Taft-Hartley bill will 
prove a hollow victory. 

Apple workers in Shanghai protest brutal lockdown

Fed up with strict COVID-19 lockdown restrictions imposed in Shang-
hai by the Chinese rulers over the past two months, workers at Quanta, 
a Taiwanese-owned plant that makes MacBook laptops, have organized 
protests against the conditions they face. This has included hundreds of 
workers clashing with factory guards in hazmat suits and jumping across 
plant barriers to get out and buy basic supplies. China Times reports 
workers chanted “Down with capitalism.”  

Like many other bosses in the city, Quanta has adopted what they call 
a “closed loop” production system to keep factories going and profits 
rising during the lockdown. Workers are banned from leaving company 
property even during off hours and are forced to live and sleep in the 
factory or crammed into adjacent dormitories. They are forbidden to see 
other people, including their families.  

“People are getting frustrated and tired of these controls,” one worker 
at the locked-down Apple facility told Bloomberg News. “That’s inevi-
table, especially when there is no timeline on when all this will end.”  

They’re also demanding raises. One worker told Bloomberg they’re 
paid just $450 per month.  

Typical housing conditions for workers at the Quanta plant under the 
lockdown include packing 12 workers in bunk beds per dorm room.  

— brian williams

United Auto Workers on strike 
against Case fight boss takebacks

After four days of negotiations, talks 
between Case New Holland Industrial 
and the United Auto Workers on strike 
at the agricultural implement and 
heavy equipment manufacturer ended 
without an agreement May 19.

Workers at the company’s factories in 
Sturtevant, Wisconsin, and Burlington, 
Iowa, members of UAW locals 180 and 
807, walked off the job May 2.

“We have been bargaining in good 
faith. But it turns out that they really are 
not interested,” Rich Glowacki, chair-
man of UAW Local 180 and president of 
the UAW-Case New Holland Council, 
told the Militant in a phone interview. 

“The conversations we were hav-
ing with the company and their verbal 
agreement on many of the issues led 
us to believe that we were approach-
ing a proposal that would meet the 
needs and concerns of our members,” 
he said. “But the written proposal 
they came back with contained none 
of what we thought had been agreed 
to. In fact, in some ways it contained 
provisions that are worse than what 
we have already.” 

Among concerns workers want ad-
dressed are schedules and excessive 
overtime that wreak havoc with fam-
ily life and vacations, and a big enough 
wage hike to keep up with inflation.

“Morale on the picket line is high,” 
Glowacki said. “CNH is in for a sur-
prise when this thing is settled. Every-
body who went out is not coming back. 
Already a good number have quit for 
higher-paying jobs with better benefits 
and working conditions.”

— John Hawkins

UK rail workers vote to strike for 
better pay and to stop job cuts

MANCHESTER, England — A 
large majority of the 40,000 union 
members at 15 train operating com-
panies across the U.K. and Network 
Rail, the company responsible for rail 
infrastructure, voted May 25 to au-
thorize a strike over wages, job cuts 
and work conditions. 

“There’s such a great buzz about 

the solid ballot results,” said Clay-
ton Clive, a train conductor at Picca-
dilly station here and secretary of the 
Manchester South Rail Maritime and 
Transport union branch. 

Many rail workers are in the third 
year of a pay freeze and inflation is 
now 9%, according to the official 
consumer price index. Gas and elec-
tricity costs have risen by 53.5% and 
95.5% respectively over the last year; 
car fuel by a third and supermarket 
“low-cost” food items are up 50%. 
The government-run Network Rail is 
also cutting 2,500 maintenance jobs, 
which will impact rail safety. 

Workers who voted to strike in-
clude conductors, station workers, 
signalers, track maintenance workers 
and some drivers. 

In an attempt to divide rail workers 
from other working people and under-
cut support for a strike, the London 
Times claimed the union is “not just 
against the rail companies but also the 
traveling public and the taxpayer.” 

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps 
threatened legislation to require some 
rail workers to break any strike so 
that bosses can keep a “minimum” 
of operations going, and to ban strike 
action by rail workers altogether if 
that level is not met. 

Tens of thousands of rail workers 
employed by contractors and agencies 
were not included in the union’s ballot. 
The union is pressing for talks and says 
it will hold daylong walkouts beginning 
in mid-June. Strikes would take place in 
both freight and passenger rail. 

— Ólöf Andra Proppé

UK rail workers demand bosses rehire fired unionist
By Ólöf AndrA ProPPé

MANCHESTER, England — Rail 
bosses’ attempt to fire union fighter Pe-
ter Clifford here is being met by a strong 
response from workers and their union 
determined to win his job back.

A statement from Clifford’s Rail, 
Maritime and Transport union branch 
explains he was removed from his job 
as a train dispatcher for TransPennine 

Express by the subcontractor he works 
for, Carlisle Support Services, at the 
behest of TPE. Bosses allege this is due 
to Clifford’s “attitude and behaviour,” 
the union says, with no due process to 
allow Clifford to challenge the allega-
tions. Carlisle Support Services says it 
will sack him unless he takes a different 
job at another business where CSS has 
a contract. He has worked at his current 

position for three years and has no disci-
plinary record. 

“Why is this happening?” asks the 
union statement. “Is it because he is a 
well-known RMT union activist across 
the station?” Clifford has organized soli-
darity among rail workers for strikes by 
Chep pallet workers and bus drivers.

Eleven of the 14 Carlisle-employed 
dispatchers at the station joined a special 
union branch meeting May 19. It urged 
the union’s national executive to autho-
rize a ballot for strike action in Clifford’s 
defense. Along with four other dispatch-
ers, Clifford joined a May 22 picket line 
by TransPennine Express conductors at 
the station. They were part of a one-day 
walkout across northern England to pro-
test working conditions. 

The support Clifford is winning “is 
not surprising,” said station worker 
Kissle Cowie. Union branch officers 
are circulating the union’s statement, 
with over 700 people signing an on-
line petition. 

Up to half the workers hired at the sta-
tion are employed by contractors. They 
face lower pay rates, worse conditions, 
and longer hours than workers employed 
by train operating companies, alongside 
the threat of summary dismissal. 

Clifford is also well known as a dis-
tributor of the Militant. Last year he was 
the Communist League’s candidate for 
Greater Manchester mayor. 

Subscribe, 
contribute to the 

‘Militant’ online at
themilitant.com
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Back Ukrainian independence!

Chevron oil workers vote to end California strike
BY BETSEY STONE

RICHMOND, Calif. — After 10 
weeks on strike, hundreds of workers 
at the Chevron refinery here voted May 
27-28 to accept the latest company of-
fer and return to work. The contract 
was similar to the one they rejected 
twice, before going on strike in March. 

“Chevron has never bargained se-
riously on the big issues we’re rais-
ing,” Justin Gilmore, a striker with 15 
years at the refinery, told this Militant 
worker-correspondent May 21. The 
demands of the strikers included end-
ing dangerously inadequate staffing 
and the long hours of overtime that 
leave little time for family. They also 
called for an extra one-time wage 
increase of 5% to address the high 
cost of living in the Bay Area and the 
rising cost of health care. Many op-
erators at the refinery work 60 to 70 
hours a week.  

“Chevron preaches we are family. 
But how they really see us is more 
like we’re robots,” Gilmore said. 
“They look at our wages not as some-
thing we need, but as a minus num-

ber from their profits.” 
According to B.K. White, vice pres-

ident of United Steelworkers Local 5, 
the contract passed by a slim majority.

On the last day of the vote no one 
on the picket line was defending the 
new contract. Those who voted yes 
told the Militant they did so because 
they didn’t think they could win more 
by staying out longer.

While refusing to meet the strik-
ers’ demands, Chevron announced the 
highest quarterly earnings in almost a 
decade. The price of gasoline in Cali-
fornia has been raised to a point where 
the oil companies are profiting by as 
much as 70 cents on a gallon, accord-
ing to an article in the Mercury News. 

The union reached a national pattern 
agreement with the oil industry Feb. 
25. Workers at the Chevron refinery 
here were the only bargaining unit to 
strike over local issues. 

Workers will get a 12% wage in-
crease over four years set in the na-
tional pattern. In February, Chevron 
offered a one-time signing bonus of 
$2,500 to workers at the Richmond re-

finery. This was reduced to $1,500.
Chevron organized managers, en-

gineers, contract workers and strike-
breakers from their nonunion Missis-
sippi refinery to operate the refinery 
during the strike. Over time dozens of 
the 500 workers at the plant crossed 
the picket line.  

Boss strikebreaking threatens safety
Workers feared for safety when 

forced to turn over the refinery units to 
strikebreakers unfamiliar with them. 
According to the Contra Costa County 
Hazardous Materials Programs, there 
were nine flaring incidents at the re-
finery during the strike, a sign of mal-
functions. Such flaring often involves 
releases of toxic chemicals. 

Several expanded picket lines were 
organized during the strike, where 
members of Bay Area unions, including 
grocery workers, machinists, teachers 
and others rallied in solidarity.

“We have solid members who held 
the line,” striker Colt McKonvile told 
the Militant. “Now we have to go in 
and keep building the union.”

and Kherson. 
Under cover of continual and dead-

ly artillery bombardment, Moscow’s 
forces fought their way into the city of 
Severodonetsk, in Luhansk province. 
Ukrainian forces are inflicting heavy 
losses on the invaders, but lacking 
long-range artillery were pushed out 
of the city. 

About 13,000 civilians remain in 
shelters there, out of a prewar population 
of 100,000. Many hundreds have been 
killed and large swathes of buildings 
and infrastructure obliterated. 

Ukrainian forces launched a lim-
ited counterattack in the southern re-
gion around occupied Kherson. This 
has forced Moscow to divert troops 
from their Donbas offensive. Mos-
cow also canceled plans to stage a 
rigged “referendum” to incorporate 
the area into Russia. Kherson resi-
dents held daily protests in March 
until the occupiers savagely clamped 
down, but still find ways to express 
support for Ukraine. 

Protesters in Melitopol against the 
Russian occupation May 29 held signs 
saying, “Melitopol is Ukraine,” part of  
broader actions organized by the “Yel-
low Ribbon” movement.

Resistance by Ukrainians in other oc-
cupied areas is also causing problems 
for Moscow. Networks of thousands 
inform the Ukrainian military about the 
movements of enemy troops and equip-
ment. Some stage guerrilla attacks on 
warehouses and occupying forces. 

With depleted infantry reserves, the 
Russian government is recalling troops 
from Syria and elsewhere. The Kremlin 
has been forced to merge depleted army 
units, many exhausted with low morale 
and short of officers. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin scrapped the upper age 
limit of 40 for recruits May 28. Russian 
casualties from three months of war in 
Ukraine are estimated to be higher than 
those suffered by soldiers from the So-
viet Union during Moscow’s 10-year 
invasion and occupation of Afghanistan. 

The Ukrainian people’s defense of 
their country’s sovereignty has deep 
roots. Putin seeks to force back under 
Moscow’s domination peoples that 
had previously been conquered by the 
czars, whose empire was known as a 
“prison house of nations.” Ukraine 
won its independence in the early 
1920s after the Russian Revolution led 

by V.I. Lenin and the Bolsheviks over-
turned capitalist rule and established 
a workers and farmers government. It 
drew widespread support from Ukrai-
nians and other oppressed peoples. 

A counterrevolution led by Joseph 
Stalin from the mid-1920s overthrew 
Lenin’s policy supporting national self-
determination and drove working peo-
ple from power. It once again imposed 
Moscow’s domination of Ukraine. In-
dependence was secured again after 
the disintegration of the Soviet Union 
in 1991. Millions of working people 
took to the streets of Ukraine in 2014 
to oust the brutal pro-Moscow regime 
of Viktor Yanukovych.

Divisions among imperialist powers 
While Washington is the biggest 

provider of weapons to Kyiv, it does 
so to advance its own imperialist inter-
ests, not to defend working people in 
Ukraine. The U.S. rulers aim to reassert 
their place as the dominant power in Eu-
rope, at the same time as they seek ways 
to check the rise of Beijing, their main 
economic and military competitor to-
day. This has further destabilizing con-
sequences for the capitalist world order. 

Washington has assured the Krem-
lin that it won’t provide Ukraine with 
weapons that will provoke Moscow. 
“We are not going to send to Ukraine 
rocket systems that can strike into 
Russia,” President Joseph Biden told 
the media May 30. 

The next day, Biden announced 
advanced rocket-launching systems 
with medium-range missiles would 
be supplied to Kyiv. But Washington 
refused to provide the longer-range 
missiles they can fire. 

Divisions among Washington and 
other capitalist powers in the NATO al-
liance are sharpening. The governments 
of the U.K. and Poland, for their own 
interests, are pushing for more arma-
ments for the Ukrainian army. Those of 
Germany, France and Italy are holding 
their own discussions with Putin, hop-
ing to draw Moscow into negotiations 
with Kyiv to wind down the war. They 
fear deepening instability in Europe and 
are worried about more economic dislo-
cation and a growing crisis at home. 

After decades of refraining from 
doing so, the rulers of Sweden and 
Finland have applied to join the Wash-
ington-led NATO military alliance, 
fearing threats from Moscow. Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Tur-
key, a NATO member, is threatening 
to veto their applications, demanding 
they drop all criticism of the Turkish 
rulers’ assaults on the Kurdish people’s 
struggle for national rights in Syria. 

Sanctions hit working people
Under severe U.S.-led sanctions, 

everything from paper and buttons to 
airline spare parts are in short supply 
in Russia. Unemployment is grow-
ing as bosses from factories to retail 
chains are forced to close them. A 
thousand brand-name foreign com-
panies have cut production and sales 
in Russia. Soviet-era style shortages, 
shoddy locally produced goods, and 
inflation are on the rise. 

A March 3 statement issued by Jack 
Barnes, national secretary of the So-
cialist Workers Party, on behalf of the 
SWP’s National Committee, explains 
the party “opposes the broadly aimed 
economic and financial embargo im-
posed on Russia by the U.S., European 
and other imperialist ruling classes, as 
well as military maneuvers by these 
governments.” Those sanctions, who-
ever they target, worsen the economic 

crisis in Russia and end up imposing 
the greatest hardships on working peo-
ple. They cut across forging working-
class solidarity between the toilers of 
Ukraine, Russia and around the world, 
including in the U.S. 

Opposition to the war by working 
people in Russia, including in the ranks 
of Moscow’s army, continues. One hun-
dred fifteen members of one domestic 
security force were fired after refusing 
to go and fight in Ukraine. A court re-
jected a lawsuit brought by the national 
guardsmen in their defense May 25. 

Many hundreds more have been dis-
missed for refusing to fight, the Wall 
Street Journal reported June 1. Seek-
ing to avoid publicizing the issue, the 
Kremlin hasn’t charged them. 

The highest-ranking Russian dip-
lomat to quit so far, Boris Bondarev, 
resigned from the country’s mission 
to the U.N. in Geneva May 25, saying 
the invasion was a “disaster.” He said, 
“Never have I been so ashamed of my 
country as on Feb. 24.” 

Putin’s war has aggravated the eco-
nomic and political contradictions 
that drove the Kremlin to use its mili-
tary might in the first place. Now the 
Russian rulers face not only a deeper 
economic crisis at home, but the chal-
lenge of imposing their rule against 
the wishes of Ukrainians in parts of 
the country they occupy. 

Lenin’s Final Fight
Speeches and Writings, 

1922-23
“I declare war to the death on 

Great Russian chauvinism.”
V.I. Lenin, 1922

pathfinderpress.com

$17

In Russko-Vysotskoye, eight hours north of 
Moscow, shopkeeper Dmitry Skurikhin, in-
set, painted “Peace to Ukraine, Freedom to 
Russia!” on his shop wall. In blood-red paint he 
has listed Ukrainian towns that were ravaged 
by Moscow’s assault, like Mariupol, Bucha, 
Kherson and Chernihiv. Roof is giant yellow and 
blue Ukrainian flag. Fined by police, he refuses 
to take the sign down, saying “people are start-
ing to realize what’s happening is a calamity.”
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Iran-backed terror, Israeli retaliation increase Mideast tension
by brIan wIllIaMs

The assassination in Tehran May 
22 of Col. Hassan Sayyad Khodaei, 
an operative of Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guard Quds Force, widely believed 
to have been carried out by Israel’s 
spy and counterterrorism agency 
Mossad, has ratcheted up tensions in 
the Middle East. 

Khodaei — previously a senior aide 
to Qassim Suleimani, the Quds Force 
head killed in a U.S. attack in Baghdad 
in 2020 — was shot and killed in broad 
daylight while sitting in his car in front 
of his home. 

The Israeli press says Khodaei was 
a leader of the Quds Force’s Unit 840, 
which plans the group’s foreign opera-
tions. These include terrorist attacks 
along the Israeli border in the Golan 
Heights, as well as on Jewish and Is-
raeli targets in Turkey, South America, 
Asia and Europe.

The Quds Force is central to the 
bourgeois-clerical regime’s counter-
revolutionary actions abroad, shor-
ing up the dictatorial regime in Syria 
and aiding reactionary forces in Iraq 
and Lebanon. 

The Iranian regime openly calls 
for the destruction of Israel and ex-
pulsion of all the Jews. These are not 
idle threats, given Tehran’s station-
ing of Iranian forces in Syria close 
to Israel’s border, its patronage of 
Hezbollah in Lebanon, its deepen-
ing ties with Hamas in Gaza, and its 
long-term efforts to develop a nuclear 
weapons capability. 

In the midst of growing antisemitic 
attacks in countries worldwide, Israel 
serves as a refuge.

Iranian drones have been deployed 
in attacks against Israel, as well as in 
Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, 
and Yemen, and against a U.S. base 
in Syria.

Unit 840’s most recent operation was 
an assassination attempt on the Israeli 
consul in Turkey. That plot was report-
edly uncovered by Mossad agents who 
abducted an officer of the Revolution-
ary Guard in Tehran and interrogated 
him for hours before releasing him. 

The Israeli government refuses to 
confirm or deny responsibility for kill-
ing Khodaei. The New York Times re-
ported that Israeli officials informed 
Washington that Mossad carried out 
the attack. Israeli officials were furious. 

Former Mossad Deputy Chief Ram 
Ben Barak said the leak “violated” its 
relationship with the U.S. government, 
while Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi 
vowed to take “revenge.” 

Three days after the assassination, 
drones launched from inside Iran — 
with little doubt also by Israeli agents 
— hit the Parchin military complex run 
by the Iranian army, 37 miles southeast 

of Tehran, killing an engineer. The fa-
cility develops missile, nuclear and 
drone technology. 

That Mossad can operate like this 
inside Iran is an indication of the 
weakness of the bourgeois-clerical re-
gime. Many of the Israeli operations 
in Iran — like the assassination of key 
nuclear scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh 
in November 2020 — are aimed at un-
dermining the regime’s drive to devel-
op a nuclear weapons capability.

Tehran’s nuclear ambitions
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei claims that Iran’s nuclear 
program is solely for “peaceful pur-
poses,” but its nuclear weapons plans 
are no secret. That is a problem not 
just for Israel but for Tehran’s rivals 
in Saudi Arabia and elsewhere in the 
Middle East.

Since Washington withdrew from 
the nuclear pact with Tehran in 2018, 
the time it would take for the Iranian 
regime to produce enough nuclear fuel 
for a bomb “has shrunk to about one 
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Us gov’t, seoul announce provocations against nKorea
pushing back against Beijing’s drive to 
expand its influence. 

Biden and Yoon’s announcement 
marks a shift from the Donald Trump 
administration’s attempts in 2019, 
backed by then South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in, to reach an agreement 
with Pyongyang to ban nuclear weap-
ons from the Korean Peninsula. Trump 
sharply scaled back joint military ex-
ercises with South Korea in the course 
of face-to-face negotiations with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un. 

Biden and Yoon claim “their common 
goal is the complete denuclearization of 
the Korean Peninsula.” But Biden also 
said Washington is committed to “using 
the full range of U.S. defense capabili-
ties, including nuclear,” in any confron-
tation with North Korea. 

The joint statement by the two presi-
dents also challenged Beijing. It claimed 
they stood for “freedom of navigation” 
in the South China Sea and “a free and 
open Indo-Pacific.” But for decades the 
U.S. imperialist rulers have considered 
the South Pacific as one of the prizes 
of their bloody victory in the Second 

World War. They aim to push back Bei-
jing’s efforts to establish new “security 
alliances” and bases in the region. 

For all of Biden’s bombast against 
North Korea, Washington is the only 
government to ever launch nuclear 
weapons. In 1945 it dropped two atomic 
bombs on Japan, obliterating the over-
whelmingly civilian cities of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, killing 110,000 people 
almost instantly and another 230,000 
within five years. During the 1950-
53 Korean War the U.S. military high 
command recommended using nuclear 
weapons again, but Washington decided 
the political cost would be too high. 

The government of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea has repeat-
edly stated that it would end its nuclear 
program if Washington signs a peace 
treaty to formally end the Korean War 
and pledges not to attack North Korea. 

The Korean War grew out of the di-
vision of the peninsula into North and 
South by Washington following World 
War II, with the connivance of the 
Stalinist rulers in Moscow, despite op-
position by the Korean people. Korean 
workers and farmers had risen up in 

mass struggles for indepen-
dence and social gains after 
decades of Japanese occu-
pation of their country. 

U.S. troops countered 
with ruthless repression, 
installing the dictatorship 
of Syngman Rhee in the 
South. Before the start of 
the Korean War, Rhee’s 
regime had killed 100,000 
workers and peasants fight-
ing for land, unions and 
democratic rights. 

In the North, working 
people ousted the capital-
ist landlords, placed fac-
tories under workers con-
trol and by 1948 brought 
to power a government of 
workers and farmers. 

After the war began and 
the Korean people succeed-
ed in nearly pushing U.S. 
forces off the peninsula, 
Washington launched a 
counterattack. Using carpet 

bombing and napalm to level large parts 
of the country, U.S. troops advanced al-
most all the way to China’s border. 

With the aid of Chinese volunteers, 
the U.S.-led forces were pushed back 
to the 38th parallel. The war ended in a 
stalemate in 1953, the first military de-
feat of U.S. imperialism. Despite sign-
ing an armistice, the U.S. rulers have 
never agreed to sign a peace treaty and 
keep over 25,000 troops on Korean soil.

Increased rivalry, shifting alliances
The Biden administration’s moves oc-

cur amid increasing rivalry and shifting 
alliances between capitalist powers as 
the imperialist “world order” imposed 
by Washington after its victory in the 
second imperialist world war unravels.

Biden’s trip is a reflection that the 
Indo-Pacific region has become “a veri-
table chessboard where South Korea, 
the US and Japan, are facing off against 
North Korea, China and Russia,” wrote 
South Korean daily Hankyoreh. 

In 2006 Washington pushed harsh 
sanctions on North Korea through 
the United Nations Security Council. 
This included banning the selling of 
coal, the country’s key export, or im-
porting natural gas, on the pretext of 
forcing North Korea to get rid of its 
nuclear weapons. Similar strictures 
were passed over the next decade, 
with the complicity of Beijing and 
Moscow. Those measures threw thou-
sands out of work and increased scar-
cities of basic necessities. 

But on May 26 — on the heels of 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine — Rus-
sian and Chinese representatives to the 
U.N. Security Council vetoed Washing-
ton’s latest resolution to strengthen sanc-
tions, the first such veto in 15 years. 

After his three-day stay in South Ko-
rea Biden headed to Japan for a meeting 
on moves against Beijing with govern-
ment officials from Japan, Australia and 
India, the so-called Quad alliance.

Showing their displeasure with U.S. 
moves, Beijing and Moscow flew six 
bombers capable of carrying nuclear 
weapons into South Korea’s air defense 
zone in the East Sea between Korea and 
Japan on May 24, precisely while the al-
liance was meeting. 

Iran’s Natanz underground “missile city” houses large quantities of missiles, other weapons. 
Iran’s counterrevolutionary rulers continue efforts to develop nuclear arms, back terrorist at-
tacks on Israeli and Jewish targets from the Golan Heights to South America, Europe, Asia. 

Continued on page 13
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Following are the remarks Martín 
Koppel gave to the April 27 Havana 
International Book Fair presenta-
tion of Pathfinder Press’s new edition 
of The Jewish Question: a Marxist 
Interpretation by Abram Leon. The 
event was held in Old Havana at the 
Palacio del Segundo Cabo. Koppel, a 
member of the Socialist Workers Par-
ty, is the editor of the Spanish transla-
tion of this new edition. Copyright © 
2022, reprinted by permission.

by MarTín Koppel
It’s a pleasure to share this panel with 

compañeros and friends here to discuss 
The Jewish Question: A Marxist Inter-
pretation by Abram Leon. My co-pan-
elists draw on a lot of knowledge based 
on their work and their experiences here 
in Cuba and elsewhere.

I’d like to focus my remarks on why 
Pathfinder Press has published this 
new edition of the book — in English, 
Spanish, and French. And how com-
munist workers in the United States, 
Canada, United Kingdom and other 
countries are using it broadly as a po-
litical, educational tool to reach work-
ing people and youth.

As Dave Prince, a leader of the Social-
ist Workers Party in the U.S., explains 
in the new introduction, Jew-hatred and 
the fight against it are central questions 
for the working class the world over. 
Abram Leon describes the roots of an-
tisemitism over 2,000 years of class 
society. He explains how it became and 
remains intrinsic to capitalist rule.

Reaffirming a programmatic foun-
dation of the communist movement to 
which he had been won, Leon wrote, 
“There is no solution to the Jewish 
question under capitalism, just as there 
is no solution to the other problems 
posed before humanity — without pro-
found social upheavals,” revolutionary 
upheavals. “Unless the deep roots of 
the Jewish question are eliminated, the 
effects cannot be eliminated.”

The fight against Jew-hatred is an 
indispensable part of building revo-
lutionary working-class parties in the 
U.S. and the world over. Parties capa-
ble of leading tens of millions of work-
ing people to overturn capitalist rule 

and take state power. Only along that 
road can the class exploitation, oppres-
sion and unending wars bred by capi-
talism be ended for all time.

rise in Jew-hatred today
Today we see a rise in anti-Jewish 

violence and other attacks on Jews 
in many countries. They are fueled 
by growing class polarization, as the 
economic and social crises of world 
capitalism multiply. The world order 
imposed by the victors of World War 
II, by U.S. finance capital above all, is 
in decline, wracked by sharpening and 
explosive ruling-class rivalries.

We see that breakdown today with 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine and 
assault on its national self-determina-
tion — on Ukraine’s very right to ex-
istence. We see it in the accelerating 
militarization drive by rival imperial-
ist powers in North America, Europe, 
Asia and the Pacific. We see it in the 
two decades of wars that have torn 
apart countries from Afghanistan to 
Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Libya.

Many of you have read about mur-
derous incidents in recent years, from 
the shootings in synagogues in Pitts-
burgh and Los Angeles to the assault 
on a kosher supermarket in Paris. 
These have been actions by individu-
als. Organized fascist-type forces are 
still very small in the U.S. today.

Anti-Jewish actions are not aberra-
tions, however. And they do not come 
from ultra-rightists and jihadists alone.

Antisemitism and acceptance of ex-
pressions of Jew-hatred are widespread 
and growing among the left, including 
among Democratic Party politicians and 
the liberal media in the U.S. This is of-
ten carried out under the cloak of “anti-
Zionism.” I’ll mention a few examples:

First, the “Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions” campaign to exclude Israeli 
musicians, athletes and academics from 
international events and performances, 
and to boycott Israeli-made products 
and companies that do business with 
Israel. This campaign used to be largely 
confined to university campuses but has 
now spread much more widely.

In contrast, I should note, here in 

by paTrICK broWn 
anD rÓGer Calero

HAVANA — “The Jewish Question: 
A Marxist Interpretation is an important 
contribution by the revolutionary fighter 
Abram Leon,” said José Altshuler. “He 
wrote it to explain the foundations of an-
ti-Jewish hatred in the imperialist epoch 
and the road to its eradication, as David 
Prince tells us in the introduction.”

Altshuler, president of the Cuban 
Association on the History of Science 
and Technology for many years and 
frequent speaker on Jewish and Cuban 
history, was speaking on a panel that 
launched Pathfinder Press’s new edi-
tion of that book during the Havana 
International Book Fair. 

He was joined on the panel by 
Maritza Corrales, author of The Cho-
sen Island: Jews in Cuba; Adriana 
Hernández, a professor at Havana’s 
San Gerónimo College; and Martín 
Koppel, a member of the Socialist 
Workers Party and editor of the Span-
ish-language translation of the book. 

Among the 50 people attending the 
April 27 event were members of the lo-
cal Jewish community, including lead-
ership delegations from the three syna-
gogues in Havana: the Sephardic Jewish 
Center, Adath Israel, and Beth Shalom, 
known as the Patronato. Others pres-
ent included retired brigadier general 
Gustavo Chui; longtime revolutionary 
combatant Víctor Dreke; José Ramón 
Cabañas, former Cuban ambassador to 
the United States and director of Cuba’s 
International Policy Research Center; 
and Graciela Chailloux, historian and 
editor of De dónde son los cubanos 
(Where Cubans Are From).  

eager to understand today’s world
The Jewish Question was the high-

est-selling Pathfinder title at the book 
fair and sold out before the end of the 
10-day event. One person after anoth-
er remarked, “I know very little about 
this subject, but I’m really interested 
in learning about it.”

Those sales registered a broader in-
terest expressed by many about un-
derstanding the sharpening social and 
political turmoil in the world today, 
from Moscow’s war on Ukraine to the 
capitalist economic crisis and its im-
pact on Cuba and beyond. The most 
sought-out titles at the Pathfinder 
stand included “Capitalism’s Long 
Hot Winter Has Begun,” “U.S. Im-
perialism Has Lost the Cold War,” 
and “Washington’s Assault on Iraq: 
Opening Guns of World War III,” all 
published in New International mag-
azine, as well as Labor, Nature, and 
the Evolution of Humanity, which 
was also launched at the Havana fair.

The fight against Jew-hatred re-
mains a central question today, Alt-
shuler emphasized. “The fact that 
during World War II, the Nazis ex-
terminated 6 million Jews in con-
centration and death camps, includ-
ing the author of this book, is a clear 
indication of the importance of this 
question.” Many of Altshuler’s own 
close relatives in Poland were mur-
dered by the Nazi regime.

He noted how Leon describes the 
evolving place of Jews as a com-

mercial “people-class” before the rise 
of capitalism. The book explains how 
modern-day antisemitic demagogues 
distort that history to create a myth of 
“Jewish capitalism” in order to “divert 
the masses from their real enemy,” the 
capitalist ruling class. 

In Cuba, Altshuler said, antisemi-
tism was never deeply rooted in the 
population, but during the 1930s 
depression, rightist figures like the 
editor of the newspaper Diario de la 
Marina decried a “Jewish invasion” 
by European refugees. Altshuler 
highlighted a 1939 “Cuban Manifesto 
Against Antisemitic Racism” signed 
by prominent figures such as Fernan-
do Ortiz and others associated with 
the Popular Socialist Party, of which 
Altshuler was a longtime member.

record of Cuban revolution
The leadership of Cuba’s socialist 

revolution has opposed and combated 
antisemitism from the start, Altshul-
er concluded. He noted that Enrique 
Oltuski, son of Polish Jewish immi-
grants, “was named the revolution’s 
first minister of communications” 
at age 28. Altshuler, an electrical en-
gineer, worked with Oltuski in that 
ministry and played a prominent part 
in the development of scientific insti-
tutions in Cuba, including as president 
of Cuba’s National Space Commission.

Both Fidel Castro and Raúl Castro, 

he emphasized, made a point of visit-
ing the main synagogue in Havana on 
more than one occasion, part of the 
revolutionary leadership’s record of 
safeguarding the religious and cultural 
rights of Jews in Cuba.

Maritza Corrales recalled that when 
she first read an earlier Spanish-lan-
guage edition of The Jewish Question 
many years ago, she was impressed with 
Abram Leon’s record as a communist. 
While still in his 20s, she said, Leon 
had the “theoretical maturity” to write 
this book and the political capacity “to 
serve as political secretary of the Rev-
olutionary Communist Party in Bel-
gium, become editor of the newspaper 
La voie de Lénine [Lenin’s road], and 
undertake extremely dangerous under-
ground work among the working-class 
soldiers” of the German occupation 
army during World War II.

She said Leon reminded her of Ju-
lio Antonio Mella, a co-founder of the 
early Cuban Communist Party in 1925. 
Both, she noted, “were murdered when 
they were only 26 years old by totalitar-
ian regimes, those of Gerardo Machado 
[in Cuba] and Adolf Hitler.”

Jew-hatred by rightists, among left
Today, Corrales said, “it is of deep 

concern that 2021 has seen the high-
est number of antisemitic incidents in 
a decade,” from France and the United 
Kingdom to the United States. That in-

cludes “a 100% increase in New York 
City, which has a large Jewish popula-
tion, compared to last year.” 

“A particularly troubling develop-
ment,” she said, “is evident on U.S. 
university campuses and among left 
groups in the U.S. and Europe who, in 
their just defense of Palestinian rights, 
equate the state of Israel with Jews, pro-
voking attacks and harassment against 
Jewish students on those campuses” 
and elsewhere. She also cited the re-
cent example of liberal TV personality 
Whoopi Goldberg, who dismissed the 
Holocaust as a dispute between “two 
white groups of people.” 

“I want to thank the compañeros of 
Pathfinder for publishing this very time-
ly book,” Corrales concluded, and “for 
remaining true to their revolutionary 
convictions against all odds and for their 
determined, unconditional support over 
the years” to the Cuban Revolution.

Adriana Hernández, author of El an-
tisemitismo en Europa (Antisemitism 
in Europe), said, “One of the things that 
motivated me to study antisemitism af-
ter World War II was that people tended 
to think it was a thing of the past. But 
nothing is further from the truth.”

The book’s introduction, Hernández 
said, “points out that antisemitic posi-
tions have sometimes been adopted by 
the left,” including under the cover of 
criticizing policies of the Israeli govern-
ment. “That’s something very danger-
ous we must be alert to,” she said.

Hernández praised the quality of 
the new edition of The Jewish Ques-
tion, including “its very useful maps 
and photos.”

Martín Koppel underscored that the 
new book is an important tool to un-

‘Fight against Jew-hatred is 
indispensable to building 
revolutionary workers parties’
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tive secretary of Beth Shalom synagogue in Havana. Only when governments in the region 
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lively Havana book fair meeting discusses 
roots of antisemitism, road to its eradication

derstand why “Jew-hatred and the fight 
against it are central questions for the 
working class the world over.” Today’s 
rise in anti-Jewish violence and persecu-
tion is “fueled by growing class polar-
ization, as the economic and social cri-
ses of world capitalism multiply.” 

Anti-Jewish actions “do not come 
from ultra-rightists and jihadists alone,” 
he said, but today are “growing among 
the left,” and “among Democratic Party 
politicians and the liberal media.” Of-
ten this “is carried out under the cloak 
of anti-Zionism.” As an example, Kop-
pel pointed to the Boycott, Divestment, 
and Sanctions campaign, which seeks to 
turn Israel and Israeli Jews into pariahs.

Working people, Koppel said, need to 
recognize the fact of Israel’s existence 
“and unconditionally support the right 
of Jews to seek refuge in Israel.” He 
pointed to Fidel Castro’s leadership over 
the years in unambiguously explaining 
the need to oppose Jew-hatred as well as 
recognize Israel’s right to exist.

“The way forward,” he concluded, “is 
to emulate the example of Cuba’s social-
ist revolution. That is, to build proletar-
ian parties, in the U.S. and other coun-
tries, that can lead working people in 
struggles toward taking state power and 
joining the fight for a socialist world.”

Discussion on Israel, Jew-hatred today
The presentations were followed by 

a lively exchange of views.
“I am proud to be a Jew living in 

Cuba, where we can take part in an 
event like this, where we enjoy freedom 
and peace that we sometimes take for 
granted, because we don’t face antisem-
itism,” said Esther Jequin, president of 
Havana’s Sephardic Center.

But, she added, “I’m alarmed at 
the situation we hear about in other 
countries. We know many Jews are 

facing difficulties in other countries.” 
She pointed to the thousands of Jews 
fleeing Ukraine in face of Moscow’s 
invasion, and noted that many are 
seeking refuge in Israel.

Fernando García Bielsa, who for years 
served as a Cuban diplomat in the U.S., 
said he came to the book presentation to 
learn more, but didn’t understand how 
the international campaign to boycott Is-
rael could be called antisemitic. He said 
it seemed comparable to the 1980s sanc-
tions campaign waged against the apart-
heid regime during the revolutionary 
democratic movement in South Africa. 
García said he supported the existence 
of both an Israeli and Palestinian state, 
but that “to be anti-Zionist is not neces-
sarily to be antisemitic.”

In reply, Koppel said the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions campaign 
paints all Israeli Jews as the enemy, and 
often targets Jewish-owned businesses 
abroad. Israel is a class-divided society, 
he noted, and what is needed there, as 
in other countries, is a perspective to 
unite working people — Jews, Arabs, 
Christians, Druze, and immigrants — 
in struggles for their common interests.

“I am in favor of a Palestinian 
state” along with Israel, said Hella Es-
quenazi, who serves as executive sec-
retary of the Patronato. “But there is 
a very thin line between anti-Zionism 
and antisemitism.” 

She condemned the Iranian govern-
ment’s support for terrorist attacks on 
Israel, “which also harm the Palestin-
ian cause.” Only when other govern-
ments in the region recognize Israel 
“will it be possible to open a road to 
peace” in the Mideast, Esquenazi said.

Rafael Cheni Camps, a biology 
professor who is a leader of Havana’s 
Sephardic community, added that 
Hamas, the governing party in Gaza, 
calls for the “elimination of Israel and 
of Jews there.” He endorsed a sugges-
tion by Esquenazi that broader forums 
to discuss these issues be organized 
in which representatives of the Jewish 
community in Cuba can participate.

The exchange and debate continued 
after the program, as audience mem-
bers bought copies of The Jewish 
Question and browsed other books at 
the Pathfinder table.

Afterward, representatives of the 
Sephardic Center and the Patronato 
were delighted to receive copies of a 
Pathfinder photo display used during 
the book fair to illustrate the themes of 
The Jewish Question.

Estudios Revolución

“Nothing compares to the Holocaust,” Fidel Castro told Jeffrey Goldberg in 2010 interview. Castro, 
left, with Goldberg, right, and Jewish community leader Adela Dworin in Havana, August 2010.
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Cuba there is not a boycott of interna-
tional sports competitions with Israeli 
teams and athletes, and there are cul-
tural exchanges with Israel.

Second, the spreading acceptance 
of the slogan, “From the river to the 
sea, Palestine will be free.” That 
means free of Jews. It means the 
expulsion of all Jews from Israel — 
from the Jordan River to the Mediter-
ranean. That is the proclaimed goal of 
the reactionary Hamas government 
in Gaza — the “obliteration” of Is-
rael, as its 1988 Charter declares. And 
Hamas, as we know, is allied with and 
armed by the government of Iran.

Third, the widespread antisemitism 
in the leadership of the British Labour 
Party, especially under its recent lead-
er Jeremy Corbyn.

Fourth, the refusal of the Demo-
cratic Caucus in the U.S. Congress to 
condemn antisemitic statements by 
some of its own members.

Members of the Socialist Workers 
Party in the U.S. and of our sister par-
ties in other countries seek every way 
possible to reach workers, farmers and 
young people to present a revolution-
ary working-class perspective, includ-
ing the fight against Jew-hatred.

We use this book and others, like the 
ones on the table outside this room, and 
the weekly Militant newspaper. We go 
door to door to meet and talk with work-
ers of all backgrounds and nationalities. 
We join fellow workers in strikes and 
other union actions. We participate in 
demonstrations against anti-Jewish vio-
lence and other social protest actions. 
In election campaigns, the candidates 
of the Socialist Workers Party reach the 
broadest audience possible.

Most working people are repelled 
by Jew-hatred. Many want to discuss 
where it comes from and what can be 
done about it. Some are interested in 
the revolutionary working-class per-
spective we present, and we encourage 
them to join us in political activity and 
to join the Socialist Workers Party.

Record of communist movement
In opening the meeting, the chairper-

son told you a little about Abram Leon, 
and you will learn more in the book. 
Leon was a leader of a revolutionary 
workers party in Belgium during World 
War II. He fought for the communist, in-
ternationalist course carried out by the 
Bolsheviks under Lenin’s leadership.

The Bolshevik-led government that 

came to power in the Russian Revolu-
tion of October 1917 put an end to the 
long history of anti-Jewish pogroms in 
the former czarist empire. It defended 
the political rights of Jews and fostered 
a revival of Yiddish theater, literature, 
and other Jewish culture. Under Len-
in’s leadership, it set an example for the 
working class worldwide.

Leon was murdered in the Nazi gas 
chambers at Auschwitz in 1944. But 
his book was published, first in France 
in 1946, then in English in 1950 by the 
forerunner of Pathfinder Press, which 
has kept it in print ever since. A Span-
ish edition, long out of print, was first 
published in Argentina in 1953. And 
now we have this new edition.

Material roots of Jew-hatred
Leon’s understanding of the Jew-

ish question is rooted in the materialist 
dialectics and history of class society 
of Karl Marx. “We must not start with 
religion in order to explain Jewish his-
tory,” Leon wrote. “To the contrary, the 
preservation of the Jewish religion or 
nationality can be explained only … by 
the Jew in his economic and social po-
sition.” He examines how that position 
evolved over two millennia.

Jews were a trading people in an-
tiquity and became a commercial 
class in feudal society, serving an ir-
replaceable economic function. For 
many centuries they were the link 
between Europe and Asia. As a mer-
chant capitalist class began rising in 
Europe from the 11th century on, it 
ruthlessly displaced Jews, unleashing 
mass persecution and expulsions.

Under modern industrial capitalism 
and finance capital, Leon explains, the 
ruling classes take that centurieslong 
history and twist it to scapegoat Jews 
and try to divert the masses from the 
real source of their exploitation and 
oppression — the capitalist system of 
production and trade.

Antisemitic demagogues blame 
“Jewish bankers” for the social inequal-
ities created by capitalism. They try to 
turn Blacks against Jews, saying that 
“Jewish landlords” are to blame for high 
rents in U.S. cities like New York. They 
falsely assert that powerful Jews con-
trol the media and are out to control the 
world. They claim that a “Jewish lobby” 
dominates U.S. foreign policy.

Jew-hatred is not just one more form 
of prejudice. A rise of antisemitism 
doesn’t come initially from the ruling 
class. It originates in the insecure mid-

dle classes, who in times of acute social 
crisis fear being ruined and pushed into 
the working class. We see this today 
both in ultra-right politics and in the 
anti-capitalist demagogy of privileged 
middle-class layers in the U.S.

Only when the capitalists see their 
rule threatened by a powerful, or-
ganized, and politically conscious 
working class do they increasingly 
finance and foster fascist gangs, with 
the aim first and foremost of smash-
ing workers’ organizations and the 
communist vanguard.

Israel as refuge for Jews
What happened during the last 90 

years of imperialist history that made 
inevitable the creation of Israel as a 
refuge for Jews? I encourage you to 
read the book’s introduction for a 
fuller explanation.

In imperialist Germany in the 1930s, 
the Nazi party was able to impose its 
fascist regime without firing a shot. 
The German Communist Party, under 
Stalinist leadership, was on an ultra-left 
course and rejected closing ranks with 
its Social Democratic rival and form-
ing a workers united front to defeat fas-
cism. As a result, the Nazis crushed the 
working-class movement and prospects 
for socialist revolution there.

By the end of that decade Hitler’s 
regime unleashed what he called the 
“Final Solution,” the Holocaust. Forty 
percent of the world’s Jews, 6 million 
human beings, were slaughtered. That 
included 90% of the Jews in Poland.

Washington under the Roosevelt 
administration, London, and other im-
perialist powers slammed their doors 
on Jewish refugees between 1933 and 
1948. Many Cubans know about the 
story of the St. Louis, the ship carry-
ing more than 900 Jewish refugees 
from Germany that was turned away 
from Cuba, the U.S., and Canada in 
1939. The exclusion of Jews by the 
imperialist powers continued during 
and after World War II.

Revolutionary opportunities for 
the working class to take power in 
Greece, France, Italy, and other coun-
tries were blocked by the Communist 
Parties, which backed Moscow’s line 
of subordinating the struggles of 
working people to the effort to extend 
the wartime alliance with imperialist 
governments in the name of “peace-
ful coexistence.”

Under those conditions, Jewish 
survivors of the Nazi extermination 
looked to Palestine as a shelter from 
misery and persecution.

The class struggle takes unexpect-

‘Fight against Jew-hatred’

ed turns. The existence and necessity 
of the Israeli state as a refuge for Jews 
— established nearly 75 years ago — 
has been settled by history.

As Dave Prince explains in the 
book’s introduction, working people 
and the oppressed everywhere need to 
recognize that fact and uncondition-
ally support the right of Jews to seek 
refuge in Israel.

This necessity is underscored today 
as we see thousands of Jews fleeing 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine and 
seeking sanctuary in Israel. And thou-
sands fleeing Russia to Israel as well.

We also call for the establishment 
of a sovereign Palestinian state on 
contiguous territory.

The perspective presented in the in-
troduction to this new edition of The 
Jewish Question is the road that will 
allow working people throughout the 
Mideast — Jews, Palestinians, Kurds, 
Druze, Muslims, Christians — to be-
gin to break down the hate, prejudice, 
and divisions fostered by the imperi-
alist and local ruling classes alike. To 
begin to fight together in defense of 
their common class interests.

On a display here that illustrates 
the book’s main themes, you’ll see a 
photo from Haifa, Israel, in May of 
last year. A group of health care work-
ers is standing in front of the hospital 
where they work, with signs in He-
brew and Arabic that say, “Jews and 
Arabs refuse to be enemies.” That ac-
tion is still an exception today, but it 
shows the potential.

Calling for the unconditional rec-
ognition of Israel as a refuge for Jews 
does not mean supporting the Israeli 
government and its policies, domes-
tic or foreign. Israel is a bourgeois 
state. It defends the interests of the 
capitalist ruling class, not of work-
ing people, whether Jewish, Arab or 
others. That class character of the Is-
raeli state undermines even its ability 
to provide protection for Jews, as the 
crisis of the imperialist order today 
becomes more violent.

The revolutionary workers’ move-
ment gives no political support to 
the government of Israel or capital-
ist parties there, nor to those in any 
other country in the region, from 
Palestine to Iraq, Syria, Egypt, Tur-
key and Iran.

There are two roads in today’s 
world: bourgeois and proletarian. The 
only road forward is one of struggle 
by working people, independent of 
all capitalist parties, a road that can 
lead to growing confidence and con-

Rambam Health Care Campus

Hospital workers in Haifa, Israel, with signs in Hebrew and Arabic that say “Jews and 
Arabs refuse to be enemies,” May 2021. It’s an example, said Koppel, of potential for 
working people — Jews, Arabs, others — to break down divisions fostered by the capi-
talist ruling classes throughout the Middle East and to fight together.

“Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions” campaign seeks to exclude Israeli musicians, athletes and 
professors from international events and targets businesses trading with Israel. Above, June 
2010 action in Melbourne, Australia. Antisemitism, often under the cloak of “anti-Zionism,” 
said Koppel, “is widespread among the left, including among Democratic Party politicians.”
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sciousness of the need to take power, 
establish a workers and farmers gov-
ernment, and open the road to social-
ist revolution.

Fidel Castro’s leadership
Let me conclude by underlining 

Fidel Castro’s leadership in opposing 
Jew-hatred.

“I don’t think anyone has been 
slandered more than the Jews,” Fidel 
said in a 2010 interview he gave U.S. 
journalist Jeffrey Goldberg published 
in the Atlantic magazine. “They are 
blamed and slandered for everything.”

“There is nothing that compares 
to the Holocaust,” the Cuban leader 
said. He was responding to antisemit-
ic statements by the then-president of 
Iran, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, deny-
ing that the Holocaust ever happened.

Iran’s government, Fidel empha-
sized, “would better serve the cause 
of peace by acknowledging the 
unique history of anti-Semitism and 
trying to understand why Israelis fear 
for their existence.”

When Goldberg asked him if the 
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State of Israel has a right to exist, Fi-
del replied: “Yes, without any doubt.”

Today, Cuba is the only country in 
the world where Jews do not face dis-
crimination or the threat of violence. 
That is because working people here, 
with a revolutionary internationalist 
leadership, overturned capitalist rule 
and made a socialist revolution.

As the world crisis of capitalism 
deepens, the rise of fascist move-
ments is inevitable. It’s a deadly il-
lusion to think we can rely on liberal 
“democracy” and capitalist parties to 
protect Jews in the U.S., Europe, the 
Mideast or anywhere else.

The way forward is to emulate the 
example of Cuba’s socialist revolu-
tion. That is, to build proletarian par-
ties, in the U.S. and other countries, 
that can lead working people in strug-
gles toward taking state power and 
joining the fight for a socialist world. 
That’s the only way to stop the catas-
trophe for humanity that imperialism 
is leading us toward.

That’s the battle Abram Leon was 
part of. I think you’ll find this book 
a valuable weapon in that fight today.

Fighting Jew-hatred is indispensable

Gun violence result of capitalism
attitude is “let them kill each other,” 
reflecting the capitalist rulers’ disdain 
for the “deplorable” working class. 

After multiple signs of serious psy-
chological problems — like self-muti-
lation and threats of rape — 18-year-
old gunman Ramos went on a killing 
spree. He shot his grandmother be-
fore driving her truck to the school in 
Uvalde. There he shot at people at a 
funeral parlor across the street for 12 
minutes. Then he walked past local 
cops while carrying his firearms, en-
tered the school, barricaded himself 
into a classroom and started killing 
students and teachers. Cops waited 
outside for an hour while students 
called 911 begging for help until final-
ly a Border Patrol tactical unit entered 
the school and shot Ramos dead. 

Long before the patrol arrived, par-
ents tried to rescue their children and 
berated cops for their refusal to go into 
the school to stop the killings. U.S. Mar-
shals instead handcuffed one parent to 
prevent her from trying to get into the 
school to rescue her child. 

President Joseph Biden lost no time 
attempting to make the issue Repub-
lican opposition to new gun control 
measures. “When in God’s name are 
we going to stand up to the gun lob-
by?” he demanded. 

For their part, Republicans largely 
respond with calls for sharply increas-
ing police forces on all levels, includ-
ing in schools, and for relaxing restric-
tions on their use of spies and weap-
onry. They blame liberal social laxity 
for killings like those in Texas.

“Check on the men in your life,” 
Democratic socialist Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez warned the day after 
the shooting, pointing to the fact the 
killer was male. She pinned blame for 
the deaths on “patriarchal values.” Like 
others in the middle-class left, she ad-
vances views that mask class divisions 
between the toiling majority and the 
exploiting capitalist class, which un-
derlie all social and political questions. 
Instead, they insist conflicts based on 
race, skin color and what they call “gen-
der” are the driving force of history. 

To bolster support for tighter gun con-
trol, Biden slammed Republicans who 

argue mass shootings are a product of a 
mental health crisis, as Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott said hypocritically days after the 
Uvalde killings. Only a month earlier 
Abbott had slashed $211 million from 
state mental health programs. 

People with mental illness are treat-
ed like all workers under capitalism 
— if you’re not working to make prof-
its for bosses, they would rather you 
didn’t exist and you’re left to fend for 
yourself. Treatment facilities and pro-
grams for the mentally ill have been 
systematically shut down, leaving its 
victims homeless or bound for prison. 
Ramos was clearly a sick person. 

But the abysmal lack of mental 
health care provisions under capitalism 
doesn’t alone explain the root cause of 
mass shootings and why violence is a 
perpetual feature of society today. 

Violence built into capitalist rule
Senseless murder and other anti-

social violence are a byproduct of a 
system based on the brutal exploitation 
of the toiling majority by the capital-
ist ruling families and the dog-eat-dog 
values it breeds. Saying this is not to 
excuse the inhuman rampage of Ra-
mos, and others who have laid waste 
to innocent lives. It is where we have 
to start in charting a working-class 
course to deal with this reality. 

All class societies based on private 
property have depended on oppression 
and state-organized violence to main-
tain the rule of the exploiting minority. 

Capitalist rulers are different only in 
so far as they take that violence to sav-
age new heights with their imperialist 
wars of the last century, their stockpil-
ing of an arsenal of nuclear weapons, 
and the brutal violence they unleashed 
against colonial peoples fighting for 
their independence. 

At home, the daily brutality of their 
drive to profit off our backs and their 
criminal “justice” system with its 
prisons and death penalty, all breed a 
system of “look out for number one” 
and violence. 

Despite workers’ hard-fought efforts 
to unite, to form unions and fight for 
gains for all, the capitalist class contin-
ues to drive production with complete 
disregard for workers’ lives and limbs. 

Every year more than 5,000 workers are 
killed on the job in the U.S. Many more 
die from work-related diseases. Other 
workers are sentenced to death by the 
capitalist rulers’ for-profit “health care” 
system and nursing homes. 

Working class is bearer of solidarity
But the working class can overthrow 

capitalism and its inherent brutality. 
Since capitalism emerged, the work-
ing class has grown massively, and, 
since the Second World War has be-
come a majority in every corner of the 
world. Along with it have grown habits 
of mutual trust, working-class solidar-
ity and opposition to racism and other 
forms of prejudice that workers learn 
through our common struggles. When 
we join together to defend ourselves 
we begin to recognize our self-worth 
and collective capacities.

During mass struggles, violent 
crime within the working class begins 
to diminish. That was true during the 
Black-led working-class movement 
that uprooted Jim Crow segrega-
tion, as millions discovered they had 
something worth uniting and fight-
ing for. That victorious struggle was 
made possible by our determination 
to stand up to the state power of the 

capitalist class. It involved both the 
power of our numbers and, when 
necessary, disciplined armed self-
defense against state-sanctioned vio-
lence and the terror from those trying 
to uphold racial segregation. 

In the course of coming class strug-
gles, workers and farmers will face 
violent assaults from the cops and fas-
cist thugs that the rulers unleash to try 
to crush our efforts to fight for the jobs, 
wages, conditions and rights we need. 

Ultimately it will take a fight to 
take political power out of the hands 
of the capitalist rulers to end the vio-
lence inherent in their system. That’s 
what workers and farmers in Cuba 
showed can be done. 

Through a revolutionary war led by 
Fidel Castro and the July 26 Move-
ment, working people took power, 
and did so with as little bloodshed 
as possible. They refused to mistreat 
or demean regime troops they cap-
tured. Their victory and the course 
charted by their communist leader-
ship laid the foundations for work-
ers and farmers to take the factories, 
land and banks from U.S. companies 
and native capitalists alike and for 
millions to begin transforming their 
conditions and themselves. 

Harvey Georges

Col. Maurice Tawes fails to get civil rights leader Gloria Richardson to call off July 15, 1963, 
picket of segregated drug store in Cambridge, Maryland. Crime rate in the city plunged 75% 
during 1962-63 fight against Jim Crow segregation there. Richardson led the struggle, with 
union backing, in face of attacks from racist thugs and National Guard occupation of the city.

For further reading ...
Capitalism’s World Disorder 

by Jack Barnes

“Better sex offenders programs, better 
substance abuse programs, better job 
training programs for prisoners — these 
reforms are all designed to do the same 
thing. Everything is organized to reinforce 
the worst, dog-eat-dog values of bourgeois 
society, to differentiate the incarcerated. The 
fight of the working class is the opposite.”

In New International no. 10

Imperialism’s March Towards 
Fascism and War
by Jack Barnes
“How the working class responds in the years 
ahead ... will determine whether or not 
imperialism’s march toward fascism and 
war can be stopped.”
Order from www.pathfinderpress.com  

    or a distributor listed on page 12

$20

$14



From prison, Cannon proposed SWP expand reach of ‘Militant’

Books of 
the month

Letters from 
Prison
A Revolutionary 
Party Prepares for 
Post-World War II 
Labor Battles
JAmes P. 
CAnnon
$20. Special 
price $14

Woman’s Evolution
From matriarchal Clan to Patriarchal 
Family
eveLyn Reed
$25. Special price $17.50

Cuba’s Internationalist 
Foreign Policy
FIdeL CAstRo
$23. Special price $16

Pragmatism versus Marxism
An Appraisal of John dewey’s Philosophy
GeoRGe novACk
$20. Special price $14

Racism, Revolution, 
Reaction, 1861-1877
the Rise and Fall of Radical Reconstruction 
PeteR CAmeJo
$17. Special price $12

Malcolm X habla a la juventud
(malcolm X talks to young People)
$12. Special price $8.50

Join the Pathfinder Readers 
Club for $10 and receive  
discounts all year long

ORDER ONLINE AT 
PAT H F I N D E R P R E S S . CO M 
OFFER GOOD UNTIL  June 30

June
BOOKS OF THE MONTH

Pathfinder 
Readers Club 
Specials

30%
DISCOUNT

12            The Militant   June 13, 2022

Letters from Prison: A Revo-
lutionary Party Prepares for Post-
WWII Labor Battles by James P. 
Cannon, a founding leader of the 
Socialist Workers Party, is one 
of June’s Books of the Month. 
Cannon, with 17 other cadres 
of the SWP and the Minneapolis 
Teamsters union, was framed up 
under the thought-control Smith 
Act. They were convicted in 1941 
and sent to prison three years 
later for opposing Washington’s 
imperialist aims and entry into 
the Second World War. Cannon’s 
letters take up questions of pro-
gram and perspectives key to 
preparing a communist party for 
explosive labor struggles after 
the war. The excerpts on expanding use 
of the Militant are from letters written 
from federal prison in Sandstone, Min-
nesota, in December 1944. Copyright © 
1973 by Pathfinder Press. Reprinted by 
permission. 

by JaMeS P. Cannon
What kind of a paper will best 

serve the needs of the new party in 
the next period which lies immedi-
ately before us? We used to think, 
or rather take for granted, that as we 
broke out of the narrow propaganda 
circle and began to get a hearing from 
the workers, we should aim at chang-

ing the weekly into a daily. …
It was also assumed that, as the pa-

per became a “mass” paper, it would be 
obliged to adapt itself to the political un-
derstanding of the average, if not to the 
lowest common denominator, among its 
new readers; leaving the more compli-
cated political and theoretical explana-
tions to the monthly magazine. …

But what we have to do next is to 
reach more and more new people, catch 
their attention at the moment when they 
are just awakening from political indif-
ference, and try to reach them with 
our message regularly. A big national 
weekly is ideally suited to this task. 
And this is a project within our means 
and potential resources, financial and 
physical. The whole situation cries out 
for concentration on the task of devel-
oping The Militant into an eight-page 
national paper, published at the cheap-
est price possible so as to facilitate 
not merely the expansion but the mul-
tiplication of its present circulation; a 
weekly which is not just another radical 
paper but the national paper, dominat-
ing the radical labor field. 

This is our central task. It is within 
our means and resources. And its suc-
cessful execution will help, not hin-
der, the symmetrical development of 
all other departments of party work 
— organization, publishing house and 
educational system. …

The decision to reduce the subscrip-
tion price to $1 per year was an impor-
tant and necessary step at the present 
time. The objection that this is “too 
cheap” would be well grounded only if 
it could be shown that we can’t afford to 

cut the price. …. In any case the experi-
ment will be a useful experience.

The principle that readers must pay 
for the paper is a sound one; people are 
inclined to put a higher value on things 
they pay for, even if it is a very small 
amount, than on throwaway sheets 
which they get for nothing. I believe 
all experienced organizers recognize 
that throwaway leaflets are the most 
expensive and least productive of all 
propaganda methods. That, however, 
does not prevent some people, who 
have not yet formed the habit of think-
ing and weighing experience, from 
periodically making excited proposals 
for free leaflet distribution as a pana-
cea. But, nevertheless, experience has 
also shown that it is the principle of 
paying, not the amount paid, that is 
most important. The two should not 
be confused and lumped together. …

The [New York] Times circulation is 
subsidized by advertising revenue. We 
must do the same thing, on a more mod-
est scale, from voluntary contributions. 
At present, this subsidy permits us to 
sell the paper for $1 per year. If later we 
can make it cheaper yet, we will do so. 
We want circulation! …

I anticipate a great increase of fifty-
cent, six-month subs when the new rate 
goes into effect. The difference in price 
does not mean so much and is not neces-
sary for old Militant patriots and radicals 
who want to keep track of us. But for 
new people who are just beginning to be 
interested — and these are precisely the 
ones we are most anxious to reach — 
the cheaper price can easily be decisive 
in three cases out of four. …

Viewing The Militant as a 
tool, I should like to refine the 
definition by saying that, in the 
next period, it must serve us as 
a combination tool which can 
be used on several different 
jobs. I believe this qualification 
is very important.

The paper, for the first time, 
is getting a good reception 
from masses of workers with-
out previous political education 
or interest. The majority of its 
readers at the present moment 
are new people, and it is to be 
expected that this majority will 
become larger. The Militant 
must serve this new audience, 
adapt itself to the stage of their 

political development, under penalty of 
losing their interest. …

For the benefit of the new reader 
we must tell the history of the move-
ment over and over again, dramatiz-
ing the great events and personalities 
of the past, in order to build up one of 
the most powerful supporting ideas 
any movement can have — the idea 
of tradition. …

The Militant must strive to be a com-
bination paper; a paper which interests 
and serves the needs of the new reader 
who picks it up for the first time, the 
reader who is beginning to think … 
without yet thinking about the party, 
and the educated party militant — all 
at the same time. If we get this concep-
tion clearly in our heads we will be 
able to avoid some of the most costly 
errors of the past and close big gaps 
through which many thousands of po-
tential socialists slipped away from the 
movement in the past.

We can only afford to publish one 
paper. And we must address ourselves 
to the politically educated as well as to 
the uninitiated. And we must also re-
member that between the best posted 
party member of years of study and ex-
perience and the new reader there are 
numerous strata in different degrees of 
development. And we must publish a 
paper for all of them. Most important of 
all, we must bear in mind that the new 
reader does not remain a new reader all 
his life. The average intelligent worker 
quickly absorbs the few simple ideas 
which attracted him to the paper in the 
first place. Then he begins to feel the 
need of more substantial food.

Workers picket General Motors plant in Michigan, part of 1945-46 nationwide 113-day strike by 320,000 United 
Auto Workers members. Socialist Workers Party leader James P. Cannon, jailed for SWP’s revolutionary program,  
wrote to help prepare party for bold campaign with Militant as rising labor battles began as World War II ended.
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Editorial Mideast tensions grow

After a year, Warrior Met miners stand strong

Continued from page 7

Continued from front page
back to work if the strike is to be settled.” 

This is the latest effort by the company to violence-
bait the union for alleged incidents on the picket lines. 
Similar trumped-up charges resulted in a court injunc-
tion last October that barred all picketing for several 
months, a serious attack on union members’ constitu-
tional rights to free speech and assembly. That injunc-
tion has been lifted and the union now organizes pick-
eting at the two mines, the coal preparation plant and 
other sites of Warrior Met’s Brookwood operations. 

The company’s war of attrition against the union 
also includes hiring scab contract workers to work 
alongside company people and some union members 
who have crossed the picket line, ramping up produc-
tion at both the No. 4 and No. 7 mines. 

Warrior Met Coal took over the mines from Jim 
Walter Resources in 2015 when that company de-
clared bankruptcy. Formed by BlackRock, a multi-
trillion-dollar hedge fund, and other creditors, War-
rior Met bosses said the miners had to accept steep 
concessions in wages and working conditions or 
they would shutter the mining complex.

The contract slashed gains that miners had fought 
for and won over decades in wages, benefits, working 
conditions, union rights and dignity on the job.

Since then, Warrior Met has been making big 
profits from international sales of the metallurgical 
coal produced at the mines, which is used in making 
steel. Its price has risen 220% over last year, in part 
due to the war in Ukraine. But in talks over a new 
contract, bosses have refused union demands that 
they make good on earlier promises to restore the 
cuts that had been forced on the miners. 

Meanwhile, solidarity for the strike continues to 
grow as more unions and other working people learn 
about the strike and what the miners are fighting for. A 
spirited rally April 6 on its one-year anniversary held 
at Tannehill State Park near Brookwood drew 1,500 
United Mine Workers members, retirees and family 
members, and members of other unions. The action 
registered the miners’ determination to continue their 
fight. Union speakers brought messages of solidarity 
and contributions from around the country. 

The list of contributors to the UMWA strike fund 
for the Warrior Met miners lists hundreds of indi-
viduals; UMWA locals; AFL-CIO national, state, 
and local bodies; unions representing workers in a 
wide range of occupations; and others.

“At last week’s rally they also announced that there 
have been so many contributions to the strike fund 
that every miner is going to receive a special $2,000 

payment in addition to the weekly strike benefits,” 
Sims said. Most strikers have gotten other jobs to help 
keep their families going, he added, while maintaining 
their picket duty. 

Meanwhile, BlackRock management, at their share-
holders’ meeting in April, called for Warrior Met to 
“reach a resolution” to the strike. UMWA members 
from Alabama, West Virginia, Kentucky and other 
states have carried out informational protests at Black-
Rock’s offices in New York and other locations over 
the past year. Warrior Met’s owners announced re-
cently that they will develop a new longwall mine as 
part of their Brookwood operations, planning to spend 
$650 million to $700 million over the next five years. 

Help spread the word about the strike, one of the 
longest and most important taking place in the coun-
try! Visit Brookwood and walk the picket lines with 
the miners! All donation checks should be made out to 
UMWA 2021 Strike Fund and sent to UMWA Strike 
Fund, P.O. Box 513, Dumfries, VA 22026.

Messages of support can also be sent to District 20, 
21922 Hwy. 216, McCalla, AL 35111 or emailed to 
umwadistrict20@bellsouth.net. 

by JAneT posT
Oberlin College officials filed an appeal with the 

Ohio Supreme Court May 13 following two consec-
utive losses both in a jury trial and in the state Court 
of Appeals in the case brought by the Gibson family, 
owners of the bakery store in the campus town. The 
Gibsons’ case is part of a fight they have been wag-
ing against a defamatory assault and race-baiting 
smears by college administrators and staff that has 
crippled their business since 2016.  

Ohio’s Ninth District Court of Appeals unani-
mously upheld on March 31 a 2019 Lorain County 
trial court jury verdict awarding the Gibson family 
$31 million including $6.5 million in attorney’s fees. 
Daily interest accrued during the college’s appeal has 
added $4.5 million to the judgment. 

The district court’s ruling was a victory both for the 

Gibson family and for the rights of working people. “It 
is now time to honor the jury’s verdict. It is time to ex-
ecute on the judgment awarded by them,” said a state-
ment by the Gibsons’ lawyers addressing the wealthy 
college’s Supreme Court appeal. 

Due to a state limit on civil damages, the original 
jury award of $41 million was reduced by $10 million 
by the trial judge. After Oberlin College appealed to 
the state Supreme Court, the Gibsons filed their own 
appeal, seeking to have the cap declared unconstitu-
tional as applied to their case. 

As a condition of granting a stay on Oberlin hav-
ing to pay the judgment, the county court ordered the 
college to procure a $36 million bond, with interest, to 
guarantee the family would be paid if college officials 
lost the appeal. The bond is held by the Zurich Ameri-
can Insurance Company. Oberlin College’s appeal to 
the Ohio Supreme Court isn’t mandatory. The court 
will decide if the questions involved are unresolved 
and the issues at stake are weighty enough to require 
further review. It could refuse to hear an appeal.

The Gibsons filed a motion May 27 to make Zu-
rich pay the judgment now, pointing out the college 
had failed to file any motion to extend the stay pend-
ing the appeal to the state Supreme Court. 

Oberlin College tries again to overturn Gibsons’ victory 

month,” reports Foreign Policy. 
The Israeli government estimates, however, 

that it would still take another one to two years 
for the regime to be able to produce a functioning 
nuclear weapon. 

The Israeli daily Haaretz notes that “assassina-
tions and sabotage are only slightly delaying Iran’s 
nuclear program, and that Tehran very quickly re-
cruits new scientists and repairs and even improves 
the damaged installations.” 

Israel’s capitalist government has made progress 
in breaking out of diplomatic and political isolation 
in the Middle East. The governments of the United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Kosova, Sudan and Mo-
rocco — which also feel threatened by the Iranian 
regime’s military and political interference abroad 
— have established diplomatic and economic rela-
tions with Israel since 2020. Known as the “Abra-
ham Accords,” the agreements were brokered by the 
administration of President Donald Trump. 

In a further advance, the governments of Is-
rael signed a free-trade agreement May 31 with 
the United Arab Emirates, its first ever with an 
Arab country, eliminating customs duties on 96% 
of products. 

These moves create openings for working people 
in these Middle East countries and in Israel and the 
Palestinian territories to establish closer ties and 
widen possibilities to join together in struggles 
against the impact of the capitalist crisis. 

Tehran is trying to combat these growing rela-
tions with Israel. It won a symbolic victory May 
26 when Iraq’s parliament passed legislation that 
bans visiting or promoting normalization with 
Israel, punishable by death. “No antisemitic law 
this draconian exists anywhere else in the Arab 
world,” an Iraqi American journalist told the New 
York Sun. 

Iran’s revolution, counterrevolution
Iranian workers and farmers overthrew the U.S.-

backed regime of the shah in 1979. “Shoras” — 
workers committees — were set up in factories, oil 
refineries and other workplaces. Women joined in 
the struggle demanding equal rights, and oppressed 
nationalities, including Kurds and Arabs, fought 
for greater freedom. The clerical rulers succeeded 
over years in carrying out a counterrevolution but 
have not been able to crush the fighting capacity of 
the working class. 

Large protests have swept the country over 
the past several years. Workers and farmers have 
demonstrated against water shortages and rising 
gas and food prices, as well as raising political 
demands against the regime’s war moves abroad. 
Economic sanctions imposed by Washington and 
other imperialist powers since 2018 have also taken 
their toll, hitting working people the hardest. 

Without a political party of our own, working peo-
ple lack an essential instrument we need to defend our 
class interests on all the questions we face — from 
our struggles with the bosses to solidarity with Ukrai-
nian toilers against Moscow’s invasion. We need to 
use our unions to break from the Democrats and Re-
publicans and build our own labor party. 

Strikes by workers at Warrior Met Coal, Chevron 
and elsewhere are taking on efforts by the bosses to 
make us pay amid a deep crisis of their capitalist sys-
tem. Workers feel this crisis in today’s soaring prices 
that slash our real wages. More young workers are 
forced to put off forming families and pressures inten-
sify on those trying to hold one together. Organizing 
to use our unions to stand up to the bosses is crucial, as 
is building solidarity with fellow workers. 

We face a broader social crisis bred by dog-eat-dog 
capitalism. Years of mounting drug addiction is feed-
ing a staggering rise in deaths from overdoses. The 
coarsening of human relations and breakdowns in sol-
idarity are evident in mounting homelessness, mental 
illness and rising violent crime. The capitalist class has 
no interest in eradicating these deadly social ills. Any 
attempt to do so would eat into their profits. 

When the Democrats and Republicans say they aim 
to protect “all Americans,” it’s a lie. Like all capital-
ist countries, the U.S. is class divided, and the capital-
ist rulers are out to defend their class interests against 

those of workers and farmers, both at home and abroad. 
The capitalist rulers are driven today to cutthroat 

competition with rivals abroad to prevent going under. 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine has further fractured 
the imperialist “world order” that issued from Wash-
ington’s emergence as top dog from the carnage of the 
Second World War. All capitalist regimes worldwide 
are building up their military and seeking space to de-
fend their rulers’ property and power. This growing 
world disorder is feeding new wars — like Ankara’s 
announcement June 1 of plans to invade northern 
Syria to deal blows to Kurds there fighting for inde-
pendence. Capitalism is marching towards bloodier 
national conflicts and a third world war. 

Only the working class is capable of leading mil-
lions of the exploited and oppressed in revolutionary 
struggle. To do that we need to build a labor party, a 
party with a class-against-class road forward. Through 
our struggles, workers discover our own capacities for 
courageous, united and disciplined action and can 
forge an alliance with small farmers. We learn to rely 
on fellow toilers and unlearn what the rulers never 
cease telling us we’re incapable of doing.

Forging a tried and trusted revolutionary leader-
ship from the ranks of our own struggles is crucial to 
advancing along a road to replace capitalist rule with 
a workers and farmers government. That is what the 
Socialist Workers Party exists for.

‘Militant’ Prisoners’ Fund
The fund makes it possible to send prisoners reduced 
rate subscriptions. Send a check or money order pay-
able to the ‘Militant’ and earmarked “Prisoners’ Fund” to 
306 W. 37th St., 13th Floor, New York, NY 10018. 
Or donate online at www.themilitant.com
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