
Cuba solidarity 
brigade in Puerto 
Rico demands end 
to FBI harassment
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BY SUSAN LAMONT
ATLANTA — “We’re keeping up our 

weekly solidarity rallies,” striking War-
rior Met coal miner Otis Sims told the 
Militant in a phone interview May 29. 
“They’re important. Now we have them 
outside UMWA Local 2397’s union 
hall in Brookwood every Wednesday at 
5 p.m. to hear about what’s happening 
with our strike and new support.” 

Sims, who has worked underground 
in the mines for 43 years, was a long-
wall operator at Warrior Met Coal’s 
No. 4 mine in Brookwood, Alabama, 
when the strike began last April 1, 14 
months ago. 

At the May 25 rally, Sims said, Unit-
ed Mine Workers of America officials 
reported that in recent negotiating ses-
sions between the union and Warrior 
Met, the company insisted that a con-
tract settlement can’t be reached unless 
the UMWA agrees that the company 
can fire 37 miners for picket line activ-
ity. “We won’t go on that,” said Sims. 
“That won’t do. Everyone needs to go 

BY TErrY EvANS
The horrifying mass shooting that 

killed 21 children and teachers at the 
Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, 
Texas, has sparked heated debate 
and mutual accusations of blame on 
the left and right of capitalist politics. 
None address the root cause of the 
massacre carried out by Salvador Ra-
mos on May 24, nor the one just days 
earlier of 10 people at a supermarket 
in a Black neighborhood in Buffalo, 
New York. Nor the daily violence that 
takes place in Black communities 
across the country. 

Mass shootings like this are part of 
the violence that increasingly confront 
working people. In 2020, 45,222 peo-
ple were shot dead in the U.S. That’s 
123 people a day. Shootings grew in 
most major cities, rising 70% in New 
York City alone. That year was also 
the worst for killings in Chicago in 
three decades. And cops make no se-
rious attempt to stop gang violence in 
many workers’ neighborhoods. Their 

BY JOHN HAWKINS
MINNEAPOLIS — During two 

weeks of daily campaigning through 
May 31, supporters of the Socialist 
Workers Party’s ticket of Gabrielle 
Prosser for governor and Kevin Dwire 
for lieutenant governor collected 2,566 
signatures — well over the state’s re-
quirement of 2,000 — to be placed on 
the ballot. And while doing so they in-
troduced the SWP’s program to thou-
sands of working people on doorsteps, 

at plant gates and political protests. They 
sold 89 subscriptions to the Militant and 
52 books by party leaders and other 
revolutionaries, and collected $418 in 
contributions.

“We took on the ruling parties’ chal-
lenge of doing this in two weeks, and 
turned it into an opportunity to reach 
out broadly to the working class and its 
allies,” said Naomi Craine, the party’s 
candidate for governor of Illinois, who 

BY vIvIAN SAHNEr
An arsonist damaged a family 

planning and women’s health center 
under construction in Casper, Wyo-
ming, May 25. Wellspring Health 
Access, a national health care non-
profit that provides reproductive care 
in rural areas, plans to offer a range 
of services, including abortion if 
a woman needs one, the only facil-
ity providing the procedure in Wyo-
ming. Casper is a working-class city, 
a hub of oil drilling, uranium mining 
and cattle ranching. 

The person who called in the fire 
said they saw someone “running away 
from the building with a gas can and 
black bag,” which was captured on 

US gov’t, Seoul 
announce new 
provocations 
against NKorea

BY rOY LANDErSEN
Moscow’s invasion and murderous 

bombardment of Ukraine has been 
resisted tenaciously by the Ukrainian 
people for over three months, opening 
a new stage in the decline and disinte-
gration of the capitalist “world order” 
set up after World War II. The war is 

the Russian rulers’ war has been re-
focused and narrowed on extending 
areas they hold aloung with pro-Mos-
cow separatists in the Donbas region 
of Donetsk and Luhansk, and on de-
fending areas seized in the south of 
Ukraine, like the cities of Mariupol 

BY SETH gALINSKY
President Joseph Biden embarked on 

his first visit to South Korea May 20-22, 
where he and newly elected South Kore-
an President Yoon Suk Yeol announced 
plans to expand provocative joint war 
games and to push increased economic 
sanctions against North Korea. 

Biden’s trip to South Korea, then Ja-
pan, was aimed at shoring up U.S. im-
perialism’s interests in the region and 

Atom Trade Union of Ukraine

Students, teachers in Rivne, Ukraine, organize June 1 fundraising race to help rebuild Chernihiv, 
hard hit by Moscow’s assault. Speakers included head of union at nuclear power plant there.

Militant/Carole Lesnick

Minnesota’s Faribault Daily News reporter Kristine Goodrich interviews SWP candidates 
Gabrielle Prosser and Kevin Dwire while they campaign in Walmart parking lot there May 26. 

Continued on page 2
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End US sanctions on Russia!

exacerbating the worldwide economic 
crisis coming down on workers’ backs 
and sharpening conflicts among rival 
imperialist powers as they rearm and 
search for the best way to defend their 
conflicting national interests. 

After facing defeat and loss of 
morale at the outset of the invasion, 
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by bRian WilliamS
“I was born in 1995,” Luke Win-

nicki told Chris Hoeppner, Social-
ist Workers Party candidate for U.S. 
Congress, June 26 in south Philadel-
phia. “My first memory was Sept. 11, 
2001, then there was the 2008 finan-
cial crash. My family survived but a 
lot of people didn’t and since 2016 it’s 
been one thing after another. That’s 

why people are looking for solutions.” 
“The crisis of capitalism is acceler-

ating,” Hoeppner replied, pointing to 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. “The 
stakes for working people are very 
high. We need to form a labor party 
independent of the Democrats and 
Republicans to organize to take politi-
cal power into our own hands.” 

by teRRy evanS
Facing a spreading economic cri-

sis and soaring inflation, especially 
in things workers need, the U.S. rul-
ers have launched steps that will fuel 
a deeper downturn in production and 
jobs. In a model of understatement, 
Federal Reserve Chair Jay Powell 
told Congress June 22 that the central 
bank’s interest rate hikes meant a re-
cession was “certainly a possibility.” 

Former Treasury Secretary Law-
rence Summers was more explicit 
than Powell. “We need five years of 
unemployment above 5% to contain 
inflation,” he said June 20. The “we” 
both Summers and Powell speak for 

Un commission: 
end US colonial 
rule in Puerto Rico
by maRtÍn KOPPel

UNITED NATIONS — “U.S. laws 
dealing with Puerto Rico have one 
purpose — to perpetuate the colony,” 
said Richard López, speaking for the 
Puerto Rican Nationalist Party. He 
was one of two dozen pro-indepen-
dence petitioners at the annual hear-
ing of the U.N. decolonization com-
mittee. 

Calling for support to the fight for 
independence from U.S. rule, López 
added, “We know it’s not by begging 
the masters in Washington that we’ll 
achieve equality and justice.” 

by ROy landeRSen
In one of his most brazen acts of 

murder of innocent civilians in his 
invasion of Ukraine, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin sent cruise mis-
siles that hit a busy shopping mall 
June 27 in Kremenchuk, far from 
the front lines of combat in Donbas, 
killing 20 and injuring dozens more. 
These attacks on civilian urban ar-
eas, from Kyiv to Kharkiv to Odesa, 

US rail workers fight for 
right to strike, new contract

40,000 rail workers in UK 
strike against wage freeze 

by CandaCe WagneR
After working for nearly three 

years under an expired contract on 
the nation’s Class 1 freight rail lines, 
23,000 engineers received strike bal-
lots from their union, the Brotherhood 

by jOnathan SilbeRman
LONDON — In the first national 

strike here by an industrial union in 
decades, 40,000 rail workers stopped 
work for three days last week. Strik-
ing members of the Rail, Maritime 
and Transport Union included station, 
signal, maintenance and track work-
ers, and train crews. Halting work 
every other day, their action disrupt-
ed the rail network for a week. More 
strikes are planned. 

The workers are fighting 13 rail 
operating companies, which have im-
posed a pay freeze on workers over 
the last two years, and Network Rail, 
the state-run company responsible for 
rail infrastructure, which refused any 

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 9
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Continued on page 11
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Solidarity with workers in Ukraine, 
Russia! End US sanctions on Russia! 

are a growing part of Moscow’s war 
to destroy Ukraine as a country and 
reimpose its domination. 

Moscow claimed that the target had 
been a military installation and the 
mall was abandoned. Or, they said, 
the attack was carried out by Ukraine 
authorities to make Putin look bad. 

Russia’s deputy United Nations 

SWP statement:

Defend the 
working class, 
our families, 
women’s rights

This statement by Alyson Kennedy, 
Socialist Workers Party candidate 
for governor of Texas and the party’s 
2020 presidential candidate, was re-
leased June 25.

The Socialist Workers Party plans 
to redouble our efforts — our elec-
tion campaigns, expanding the reach 
of the Militant and the work of party 
members in the unions — in defend-
ing the working class and our families 
amid today’s capitalist crisis and by 
fighting for women’s emancipation as 
an essential part of that struggle.

Workers and farmers face an on-
slaught by the bosses and their gov-
ernment, who are determined to try 
to solve their crisis — a combination 
of soaring prices and a downturn in 
production, trade and jobs — on our 
backs. All this is exacerbated by the 
effects of Moscow’s attempt to crush 

Falls County Sheriffs Office

Freight train derails June 23 in Texas. Four days later Amtrak train hit truck, derailed in Missouri, 
killing four, injuring 150. Bosses’ profit drive endangers workers, nearby communities.

Militant/Beverly Bernardo

Chris Hoeppner, SWP candidate for U.S. Congress from Philadelphia, discusses party’s 
program, activities with Ammie Moralez during block party in his neighborhood June 26. 
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by terry evans
The retrial of two men ensnared by 

FBI agents in an alleged “plot” to kid-
nap Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer ended in their conviction Aug. 23 
on frame-up conspiracy charges. The 
scheme never came close to being acted 
on. The government had failed to con-
vict the two — Adam Fox and Barry 
Croft — in an earlier trial on the same 
charges when the jury was deadlocked 
after acquitting two other defendants.

The government brings conspiracy 
charges in cases where they want to nail 
someone but have no evidence they ac-
tually did anything illegal.

Democrats, anti-Trump Republicans 
and the liberal media hailed the convic-
tion. They don’t care if it was a frame-
up. They lump the case together with 
the Democrat-run show-trial hearings 
in Congress on the Jan. 6 break-in at 
the Capitol. Their goal is to find a way 
to bar former President Donald Trump 
from ever running for office again and, 

by seth galinsky
The June 29 banning of two issues of 

the Militant by the warden at the Fed-
eral Correctional Institution in Phoenix 
is a blatant violation of constitutional 
rights. It tramples on the Militant’s right 
to reach its readers behind prison walls, 
and on the right of workers behind bars 

who’ve subscribed to the paper to read 
material of their choosing. 

“Constitutional rights only have 
meaning if they are defended,” Militant 
editor John Studer said Aug. 29. “That’s 
why the letters from organizations and 
individuals demanding the ban be over-

by Roy Landersen
Moscow’s murderous assault on 

Ukraine, aimed at destroying the coun-
try as an independent nation, annexing 
large hunks of it, especially its resources 
and productive capacity, and destroying 
the government in its capital, Kyiv, and 
other key cities, like Kharkiv, has been 
prevented by the courageous resistance 
of the Ukrainian people. 

But Moscow’s forces took and still 
hold hunks of eastern and southern 
Ukraine. The regime of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin continues its drive 
to subjugate as much of Ukraine as pos-
sible, with devastating consequences for 
Ukrainian troops and civilians, as well 
as the lives of tens of thousands of work-
ing-class Russian troops. 

by seth Galinsky
FBI agents have been using a variety 

of ploys since Aug. 23 to try and inter-
rogate more than 35 people in the U.S. 
colony of Puerto Rico who were part 
of a recent solidarity brigade to Cuba. 
The FBI has a long and sordid history of 
frame-ups and harassment of support-
ers of independence, defenders of the 
Cuban Revolution, union militants and 
others on the island. 

Some 90 people took part in the 
monthlong Juan Rius Rivera Brigade to 

By Candace Wagner
PITTSBURGH — Over 115,000 

rail workers across the U.S. — mem-
bers of 12 operating and maintenance 
unions — can legally go on strike 
Sept. 16. These workers have spent 

two years trying to negotiate a con-
tract against a bloc of five Class 1 
rail companies and 30 local railroads. 
Under the anti-working-class 1926 
Railway Labor Act, the unions were 
barred from striking and forced into 
mandatory mediation with the bosses. 

As a “cooling off” period under the 
act expired in July, President Joseph 
Biden appointed a Presidential Emer-
gency Board to avert a strike. The 
board published recommendations for 
a five-year contract Aug. 16, proposals 
that are widely viewed by rail workers 
as unacceptable. 

Three of the rail unions, representing 
some 15,000 workers — the Internation-

Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employees

Rail workers protest in Galesburg, Illinois, July 30. Main rail unions say Aug. 16 proposal of 
Presidential Emergency Board doesn’t meet workers’ needs on key “quality of life” issues.

The two issues of the Militant that were banned at the U.S. prison 
in Phoenix and a sampling of letters sent to the Federal Bureau of Prisons calling 
for overturning suppression of the paper. Outcry against ban drew protests from 
Arizona newspaper association and constitutional rights groups nationwide.

Unions are organizing Labor Day 
marches, rallies and picnics around 
Sept. 5 across the country, an important 
opportunity to spread the word about 
union struggles and build solidarity that 
is vital to bringing home victories. 

Workers today face a wide range of 
attacks by the employers and their gov-

Editorial
ernment in Washington. The crisis of 
the propertied rulers’ capitalist system 
— wracked by skyrocketing inflation 
at the same time as a slowdown in pro-
duction — drives them to target work-
ers and our unions to try and protect 
their profits and power. This has led to 
a growing number of strikes, battles that 
have big stakes for all working people.

Labor Day actions provide us an 
opening to better prepare to join these 
struggles. One key nationwide conflict 
pits tens of thousands of freight railroad 

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 6

Back rail workers’ fight over 
pay, time off, right to strike
Board offer doesn’t meet workers’ need for livable schedules
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by HUGO WILS
MANCHESTER, England — The 

drive by bosses and their government 
in the U.K. to put the burden of the 
capitalist crisis on the backs of working 
people is fueling union actions across 
industry, as well as widespread discus-
sion among workers about what we can 
do to defend ourselves. Workers and our 
families are being battered by inflation 
that has soared to 11.7%. 

Following several one-day walkouts 
by 40,000 rail workers in July and Au-
gust, 115,000 postal workers struck 
Aug. 26 after Royal Mail bosses im-
posed a meager 2% pay increase. Three 
more strike days are planned. 

“More people understand why we are 
taking action now with how hard things 
are for everyone,” Jimmy Jacob, Com-
munication Workers Union shop stew-
ard at the Royal Mail sorting depot on 
Oldham Road here, told the Militant on 
the picket line. “It’s important that we 
stick together and build solidarity.” 

A strike by refuse workers in Ed-
inburgh has spread across Scotland. 
Dockworkers in Liverpool’s container 
port have voted to strike in the wake 
of an eight-day strike at the end of Au-
gust by workers at the U.K.’s largest 
container port in Felixstowe. 

Household energy bills increased a 
whopping 54% in April and a further 
rise is due in October. The government 
has lifted the cap it imposes on what en-
ergy companies can charge from 1,971 
pounds ($2,286) per household per year, 
to 3,549 pounds, blaming Moscow’s in-
vasion of Ukraine and a worldwide rise 
in natural gas prices. Energy companies 

have jacked up their prices accordingly. 
“On my current wages, I will have 

to work for a whole week just to pay 
the energy company’s monthly bill,” 
Tatiana Maylett, a worker at the Pil-
grim’s meat-processing plant here, 
told the Militant. 

The government estimates inflation 
will rise to 18.6% by January. The price 
of many necessities is already much 
higher — milk, cheese and eggs went 
up 19.4% in July; meat by 13.1%. The 
U.K. has the highest inflation rate with-
in the G-7, a group of governments of 
the largest imperialist nations. 

In the face of this crisis, capitalist 
politicians of all stripes are offering 
palliatives to soften the blows, as they 
defend the bosses’ drive to profit at 
our expense. 

After Boris Johnson quit as prime 
minister amid a scandal in July, acrimo-
nious debate about economic policy has 
flared among Conservative Party can-
didates vying to replace him. Foreign 
Secretary Elizabeth Truss calls for re-
moving the “green levy,” a Johnson-im-
posed tax on energy bills, and reversing 
a recent increase in National Insurance, 
an income tax. Her main rival, former 
Chancellor of the Exchequer Rishi Su-
nak, claims her plans will force millions 
into destitution and says the govern-
ment should instead borrow 10 billion 
pounds to subsidize energy bills. La-
bour Party leader Keir Starmer calls for 
extra taxes on energy companies and 
freezing the government’s energy price 
cap at under 2,000 pounds per year. 

Scotland’s First Minister Nicola Stur-
geon calls for nationalizing the energy 

companies. Her proposal has nothing to 
do with putting the control of vital en-
ergy resources in the hands of working 
people and our unions, but safeguard-
ing them for the capitalist class as a 
whole through state ownership. 

None of these proposals offer hope 
to workers and their families. “I’m 
worried about this energy price rise,” 
former coal miner Tom Graham told 
Communist League member Pete 
Clifford when CL members cam-
paigned in his neighborhood here in 
Manchester. “I think Labour is right 
to put a cap on price rises and increase 
taxation on the energy companies.” 

Clifford disagreed. “We call on the 
unions to fight for automatic cost-of-liv-
ing adjustments in every contract,” he 
responded. “When inflation goes up our 
wages should go up automatically to 
match every price rise. Our proposal is 
to rely on our own strength as workers 
using our unions.” There is 
no way to prevent bouts of 
inflation under capitalism, 
he added, but by joining to-
gether workers can fight for 
protection from its effects. 

Graham wasn’t con-
vinced that unions would 
lead a fight for cost-of-liv-
ing adjustments. “Maybe, 
not yet,” replied Clifford, 
“but as our struggles 
deepen this course will 
gain a broader hearing. 

“And this is a question for our class 
worldwide,” he said. “Working people 
across Europe, the U.S. and elsewhere 
also face skyrocketing prices.”

Thomas O’Sullivan, a handyman 
in Manchester, told Clifford he “sup-
ported strikes by bus drivers near me. 
They won 11% through their action, 
but with inflation rising that can still 
end up as a cut in real pay. The system 
is rigged against us.” 

“The capitalist ruling class needs to 
go after our wages and working condi-
tions,” Clifford replied. “Today’s union 
fights help workers see ourselves as 
part of a class with common interests. 
We need to break from the bosses’ 
Conservative and Labour parties, and 
build a party of labor that can fight for 
all working people, a necessary step on 
the road to overturning capitalist rule 
and replacing it with workers power.” 

ASLEF/Jim Hopkins

Public and Commercial Services unionists bring solidarity to picket of train drivers in Associated 
Society of Locomotive Engineers and Firemen during one-day walkout in Manchester Aug. 13.
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workers can be overcome, but 
that with proper leadership, 

they can overcome.” 
 $16 each or all four for $50

pathfinderpress.com



The Militant   September 12, 2022            3

Communist League candidates in Canada push to get on ballot

Militant/Beverly Bernardo

Félix Vincent Ardea, left, Communist League candidate for Quebec National Assembly in 
Marquette, and Gabrielle Prosser, SWP candidate for governor of Minnesota, join picket line 
in solidarity with striking maritime workers at Ocean Towing in Sorel, Quebec, Aug. 16.

Socialist Workers Party  
2022 candidates

California 
Eleanor García, US Senate
Joel Britton, Governor
Deborah Liatos, US Congress
Florida
Rachele Fruit, Governor
Steve Warshell, Senate
Georgia
Lisa Potash, US Senate
Sam Manuel, Governor
Illinois
Naomi Craine, Governor
Minnesota
Gabrielle Prosser, Governor
Kevin Dwire, Lt. Governor
David Rosenfeld, US Congress
Nebraska
Joe Swanson, US Congress
New Jersey
Joanne Kuniansky, US Congress
Lea Sherman, US Congress

New York
Sara Lobman, US Senate
Willie Cotton, Governor

Ohio
Samir Hazboun, US Senate
Jacquie Henderson, US Congress

Pennsylvania
Osborne Hart, US Senate
Candace Wagner, Governor
Chris Hoeppner, US Congress

Texas
Alyson Kennedy, Governor
Gerardo Sánchez, US Congress

Washington, DC
James Harris, Mayor
Arlene Rubinstein, Delegate to House

Washington state
Henry Dennison, US Senate

BY BEVERLY BERNARDO
MONTREAL — The Commu-

nist League candidates in the Oct. 3 
Quebec provincial elections — Katy 
LeRougetel and Félix Vincent Ardea 
— are winning a hearing from work-
ing people who are looking for a road 
forward in the face of today’s deepen-
ing capitalist crisis. 

LeRougetel, a bakery worker and 
member of the Bakery, Confection-
ery, Tobacco Workers and Grain Mill-
ers International Union, is running in 
the riding of Anjou-Louis Riel for the 
Quebec National Assembly. Vincent 
Ardea, a train conductor at Canadian 
National Railway and a Teamsters 
union member, is running in Mar-
quette. Supporters of the Communist 
League campaign are organizing to 
turn in well over the 100 signatures 
needed in each riding by Sept. 1 to be 
on the ballot. 

Gabrielle Prosser, Socialist Work-
ers Party candidate for governor of 
Minnesota, and Sara Lobman, SWP 
candidate for US. Senate from New 
York, joined in campaigning here over 
the Aug. 13-14 weekend. By Aug. 28, 
campaigners had already collected 92 
signatures for LeRougetel and 104 for 
Vincent Ardea. 

The CL candidates are using the 
campaign to promote solidarity with 
workers on strike around the coun-
try, including some 530 Rolls-Royce 
workers here who have been locked 
out for five months fighting for a de-
cent pension for all the workers in 
the plant. They are also champion-
ing the strike of maritime workers in 
Sorel, Quebec. They explain that out 

of struggles like these, workers will 
see the need and gain the confidence 
to form our own party, a labor party 
based on the unions, and point the 
way to bringing to power a workers 
and farmers government in Canada. 

“I was expecting lots more negative 
comments, but people could see the 
common sense of what we’re saying,” 
CN train conductor Alexandre Jacob 
told the Militant after his first experi-
ence campaigning door to door with 
LeRougetel in Anjou Aug. 26. In a 
little under an hour, six people signed 
to put LeRougetel on the ballot, one 
bought a copy of the Militant, and 
they got almost $10 in donations for 
the campaign. 

Solidarity with Rolls-Royce strikers
The next day, LeRougetel met 

Merite Lubeya, a worker for a clean-
ing company who is also going to 
school. LeRougetel described the 
League’s working-class program, in-
cluding the importance of building 
solidarity with workers in struggle 
like those at Rolls Royce. Lubeya 
said she had worked at the Rolls-
Royce plant cleaning the building 
before the strike. “For real, I support 
that strike,” Lubeya said. 

LeRougetel proposed they go to the 
picket line together. “Sure, I could go 
but I’m nobody,” Lubeya said.

“That’s the most powerful weapon 
the bosses use against us, to convince 
us we aren’t worth anything and that 
we can’t change anything,” LeRouge-

tel said. The two are organizing to 
visit the Rolls-Royce picket line to-
gether Sept. 2. Lubeya signed to put 
LeRougetel on the ballot and got a 
copy of the Militant. 

When CL campaigner Philippe 
Tessier met Ben Ahmed, a meatpack-
er in Drummondville, originally from 
Tunisia, on his doorstep and handed 
him the League’s campaign leaflet, 
Ahmed read it and said he didn’t agree 
with the plank that called for solidar-
ity with the Ukrainian peoples fight 
to defend their independence against 
Moscow’s invasion of their country. 
“I don’t want any of this, I’m for Rus-
sia in the war,” he said. “Why should 
I pay high gas prices for the sanctions 
that Canada, the U.S. and others are 
putting on Russia?”

“The U.S. and Canada are ruled 
by the capitalists, who are looking 
out for their own pocket. But who is 
Putin ruling for? The same class of 
people,” Tessier said. “Workers need 
our own independent working-class 
foreign policy.” 

“At the same time our campaign is 
completely with you on the sanctions. 
They hurt workers and farmers hard-
er than anyone else, making it more 
difficult to win Russian soldiers and 

workers to join with Ukrainian toilers 
to fight to stop Putin’s war.”

“Whose side are you on? The presi-
dent of Ukraine who is banning oppo-
sition parties?” asked Ahmed. 

“We are on the sides of workers and 
farmers in Ukraine fighting for their 
independence. We are also on the side 
of those in Russia fighting against the 
war. They are the ones used as cannon 
fodder.  A new revolutionary leader-
ship will be born out of those fight-
ers,” Tessier said.

Ahmed noticed the campaign flyer 
promotes solidarity with the Rolls-
Royce strikers. He told Tessier that he 
supports them and honks every time 
he passes their picket line. By the end 
of the discussion he took the CL cam-
paign leaflet, the Socialist Workers 
Party statement backing the fight to 
defend Ukraine’s independence and 
bought a copy of the Militant. He also 
bought a copy in Arabic of Capital-
ism’s Long Hot Winter Has Begun by 
Socialist Workers Party National Sec-
retary Jack Barnes. 

To find out more about the Commu-
nist League campaign and to get in-
volved, contact the League at 7107 St. 
Denis #204, Montreal, Quebec H2S 
2S5, Tel: (514) 272-5840. 

Gibsons win 
another round!

The Ohio Supreme Court in a 
4-3 decision announced Aug. 30 
that it had rejected hearing an ap-
peal by Oberlin College and for-
mer Dean of Students Meredith 
Raimondo from lower court 
judgments holding them liable 
for a malicious race-baiting slan-
der campaign against the Gibson 
family and their store that has 
brought the store owners to the 
brink of bankruptcy. This means 
the court judgment of $36 mil-
lion against the college stands.  

w
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CL candidate Katy LeRougetel campaigning 
to get on ballot Aug. 27 in Anjou-Louis Riel 
where Mohammed Traoré signed petition.

Join fall drive to get out the ‘Militant’
by john studer

In two weeks members of the So-
cialist Workers Party and the Com-
munist Leagues in Australia, Canada 
and the U.K. will launch an ambi-
tious drive to further expand the 
reach of the Militant. 

Coupled with the bold use of SWP 
election campaigns, SWP support-
ers plan to sell 1,750 subscriptions 
and 1,850 books by SWP leaders 
and other revolutionaries. The eight-
week drive — Sept. 17 to Nov. 15 — 
will run alongside the SWP’s annual 
Party-Building Fund, with a goal to 
raise $145,000 to finance the work of 
the party. 

The goals, modestly higher than 
those for the paper’s spring cam-
paign, reflect new openings to discuss 
a working-class road forward in the 
midst of spiraling prices and worsen-
ing conditions bearing down on mil-
lions, the Joe Biden government’s 
assault on constitutional rights, and 
Ukrainians’ courageous resistance to 
Moscow’s invasion. The Militant and 
SWP candidates will be campaigning 
to build solidarity with union strike 

struggles across North America and 
around the world. 

Help get out the Militant and books 
that explain why capitalist rule is the 
root of the crisis workers and farm-
ers face and what we can do to build 
our own party, a labor party, to fight 
to take political power into our own 
hands! Contact the nearest party 
branch listed on page 6. 
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FBI frame-up blow to rights 
Continued from front page

Continued from front page
turned are so important. And it’s why 
we’re getting a good response from 
groups like the Reporters Committee 
for Freedom of the Press, civil rights 
groups, union members and more.” 

“Pushing back this ban will be a vic-
tory not just for the Militant and our 
subscribers,” Studer said. “It will be a 
victory for all those who believe in free 
speech and freedom of the press, and the 
fights of people behind bars to follow 
and debate the big political questions of 
the day, to be part of the world.”

In banning Militant issue no. 23, the 
warden violated the U.S. Bureau of Pris-
on’s own rules, which state that a pub-
lication may not be rejected “solely be-
cause its content is religious, philosophi-

cal, political, social or sexual, or because 
its content is unpopular or repugnant.” 

The rules also state that the rejec-
tion “notice must contain reference to 
the specific articles(s) or material(s) 
considered objectionable.”

But the warden didn’t cite a single 
word, phrase or article in the issue. In-
stead the notice states, “this publication 
contains political extremism and is det-
rimental to the security, good order, or 
discipline of the institution.” And issue 
no. 25 was returned to the Militant with-
out any notice or explanation at all. 

The front page of no. 23 features an 
article opposing Moscow’s invasion of 
Ukraine and another titled “Gun vio-
lence, crime are result of today’s crisis 
of capitalism.” Inside is a feature ex-
plaining the importance of working 
people in opposing antisemitism. There 
is also coverage of a strike by members 
of the United Mine Workers in Ala-
bama, who have been on strike at War-
rior Met Coal for 16 months, and other 
labor battles. Are these what the warden 
considers “political extremism”? 

The Militant’s lawyer David Gold-
stein, of the prominent constitu-
tional rights law firm of Rabinowitz, 
Boudin, Standard, Krinsky & Lieber-
man, appealed the ban, but as of Aug. 
31, hasn’t received a response from 
the Bureau of Prisons.

Goldstein noted in the appeal that the 

Militant has had inmate subscribers in 
numerous federal prisons for over 60 
years without incident. An attempt to 
ban the Militant in a federal facility in 
Colorado in 2014 was reversed. 

Justin Mazzola, deputy director of re-
search for Amnesty International, wrote 
the Bureau of Prisons Aug. 31 that the 
ban on two issues of the paper “infring-
es upon prisoners’ rights to freedom of 
expression” and violates United Nations 
standards on treatment of prisoners. 

PEN America, the U.S. branch of the 
international literary and human rights 
organization; the National Coalition 
Against Censorship, an alliance of na-
tional nonprofit groups; and the Arizona 
Newspapers Association, representing 
more than 80 newspapers across the 
state, are among the organizations that 
have sent letters calling for the ban of the 
socialist newsweekly to be reversed. 

The Reporters Committee for Free-
dom of the Press posted its letter 
prominently on its website.

Help get letters protesting the ban 
on the Militant! Raise this fight with 
your union or union officials, and 
other groups and individuals. Send 
the letters to Melissa Rios, Western 
Regional Director, Federal Bureau of 
Prisons, 7338 Shoreline Dr., Stockton, 
CA 95219, or via email to WXRO-Ex-
ecAssistant@bop.gov. Send copies to 
themilitant@mac.com.

if possible, to put him in prison.
Their real target is the working 

class, famously described by Hillary 
Clinton as “deplorable,” who they de-
spise and increasingly fear. Their cen-
tral weapon in the Michigan case, like 
in their six-year-long campaign against 
Trump and the unconstitutional raid at 
his Mar-a-Lago Florida home, is the 
FBI, Washington’s political police. 

The question for working people 
in these cases has nothing to do with 
Trump, or the political views of Fox 
and Croft. It has to do with defense 
of fundamental constitutional rights, 
rights that working people fought and 
died for, rights that are crucial for our 
ability to fight for our class interests.

Officials in Michigan claimed Fox 
and Croft, and those who were acquit-
ted earlier, were affiliated with an “anti-
government, anti-law-enforcement” 
militia, the Wolverine Watchmen. 

But this wasn’t a group run by right-
ist terrorists. Unknown to Croft, Fox 
and the others, dozens of undercover 
FBI agents and snitches were members 
and leaders of the outfit. They led in 
discussing how to abduct Whitmer, a 
Democrat, just weeks before the 2020 
presidential election.

The group’s second-in-command 
was Daniel Chappel, an FBI infor-
mant, who prodded Fox to run sur-
veillance on one of Whitmer’s homes, 
promoted firing a shot through her 
window, and offered Fox a credit card 
with $5,000 on it to get anything he 
needed. Fox rejected the “offer.” 

Another FBI-run spy offered to 
provide the group with explosives. 

Government snoops recorded thou-
sands of hours of the group’s discus-
sions, but only an hour and a half was 
played to the jury. Fox’s lawyer, Chris-
topher Gibbons, called the judge’s rul-
ing to restrict the playing of the snoops’ 
tapes “limited and manipulative.” The 
FBI “shook them up, popped the top 
and nothing happened,” Gibbons said 
of the “conspiracy.”

Most of the time, defense lawyers 
explained, the men were stoned and 
dreamed up fantastical plans like getting 
hold of a helicopter to carry out their 
scheme. No kidnapping ever took place 
and no date was ever set for one. 

Despite this, Judge Robert Jonker 
instructed the jury not to consider 
this a case of entrapment by the po-
litical police agents as long as the de-
fendants were “willing to commit a 
crime.” And he told them they could 
find Croft and Fox guilty “even if it 
was impossible for them to success-
fully complete the crime.” 

Croft and Fox were convicted for 
what they thought and said, under 
urging from FBI plants, not anything 
they did. 

Without mentioning the conviction, 

President Joseph Biden told a Demo-
cratic Party fundraiser Aug. 25 that the 
“philosophy” of Trump and his sup-
porters was “semi-fascism.” Liberals 
and the middle-class left throw around 
charges of “fascism” as if it meant 
“bad.” They don’t explain that fascism 
is a bloody movement aimed at crush-
ing the working class when the capital-
ist rulers become convinced their sys-
tem is threatened by a working-class-
led revolution. This is a far cry from the 
reality of the class struggle. There is no 
serious fascist movement — “semi” or 
otherwise — in the U.S. today.

Conspiracy charges target workers
Thought-control conspiracy frame-

ups, like those used to convict Croft and 
Fox, have long been used to victimize 
union militants and communists. 

Eighteen leaders of the Social-
ist Workers Party and the Teamsters 
union were framed up under the 
thought-control Smith Act, charged 
with conspiracy “to advocate the 
overthrow of the U.S. government” 
in 1941. Their actual “crime” was op-
posing the Franklin Roosevelt admin-
istration’s drive to take Washington 
into the second imperialist world war 
over markets, resources and profits.  

Other victims of U.S. government 
conspiracy charge frame-ups include 
Oscar López, a fighter against U.S. co-
lonial rule in Puerto Rico, and the Cu-
ban Five — revolutionaries imprisoned 
by the U.S. government for defending 
Cuba from violent attack by rightist 
groups operating out of Florida. 

An FBI covert operation was key to 
setting up Croft and Fox. Underhanded 
methods are necessary when the gov-
ernment deploys its political police 
against those it believes stand in its 
way. This was underlined by the release 
of the “redacted” affidavit used to get 
a warrant for the FBI raid on Trump’s 
Florida residence. The core of the docu-

ment containing Attorney General 
Merrick Garland’s justifications for the 
break-in is nearly all blacked out. 

This opens the door for liberal me-
dia insiders to claim to have the real 
story, leaked by nameless “people in 
the know.” Just hours after the af-
fidavit’s release, the editors of the 
Washington Post alleged documents 
Trump held contained material “from 
surveillance of foreign spies.”

The warrant used in the raid cites 
probable crimes under the 1917 Es-
pionage Act, a law to suppress consti-
tutional rights that was used to target 
opponents of Washington’s entry into 
World War I and supporters of the Bol-
shevik-led Russian Revolution.

None of what Trump is accused of 
comes close to what was done by for-
mer Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
during her presidential run in 2016. She 
set up a private email server to handle a 
mass of classified material she appropri-
ated, but her home was never raided and 
she never faced the threat of charges.

When the FBI discovered the setup, 

Clinton and her team destroyed tens of 
thousands of emails, as well as phones 
and other devices that held government 
communications, many classified. No 
FBI investigations were launched. In 
fact, FBI Director James Comey took it 
upon himself to foreclose any investiga-
tion of the whole affair, after admitting 
what she did was likely criminal. 

No matter who the FBI targets, a 
capitalist politician like Trump, or 
people like Croft and Fox, such as-
saults inevitably set a precedent for 
government attacks and frame-ups 
against workers and our unions. In a 
social system based on the exploita-
tion of workers and farmers by the 
handful of propertied ruling families, 
the FBI — their political police — 
with its spies, informers, provocateurs 
and compliant allies on the courts, is 
vitally important for the rulers. 

Working people need to speak out 
against FBI assaults on constitutional 
rights, no matter who they target. This 
is key to defending rights we need and 
will have to use. 

Carole Kabrin/for Michigan Radio

Michigan frame-up trial found Barry Croft, seated left, and Adam Fox, next to him, guilty of 
“conspiracy” Aug. 23. In attack on constitutional rights, FBI undercover agents entrapped 
them. Rulers’ political police use precedents like this to frame up working-class fighters.

Taking the Socialist 
Workers Party’s 
program to the toilers
Conference discusses 
working-class response 
to capitalist crises, sets 
party convention 
Feature reprint available in 
English, Spanish and French 

Download at themilitant.com
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25, 50, and 75 years ago

on the picket line

September 15, 1997
A long list of railroad accidents has 

made national news over the last several 
months. In response, the U.S. Federal 
Railway Administration announced it 
would step up investigations, putting 
the CSX and Union Pacific under par-
ticular scrutiny. Why the rail industry is 
becoming increasingly unsafe, and what 
to do about it, is a growing discussion 
among rail workers and others.

From 1993 through 1996, UP had 
28 derailments, collisions, or other 
accidents involving chemical spills or 
releases. CSX has had 14 more report-
able accidents than it had for the com-
parable period last year.

Reflecting workers’ concern over 
safety, members of the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers demonstrated in 
Washington, D.C., April 28 to protest 
the rising number of deaths of rail work-
ers and the intransigence on the part of 
the rail bosses to the safety question. 

September 15, 1972
From the Mekong Delta in South 

Vietnam to the Chinese border of North 
Vietnam, 1,000 miles away, the U.S. is 
pounding the Vietnamese countryside.

President Nixon is exerting immense 
pressure on Hanoi. This includes not 
only the heaviest bombing in the his-
tory of warfare and the naval blockade 
of North Vietnam but also pressure on 
Hanoi achieved in the summit agree-
ments with Moscow and Peking. Nev-
ertheless, a settlement acceptable to 
Washington has not yet been achieved.

“Unless there is progress on the 
negotiating front,” Nixon stated Aug. 
29, “I am not going to put any limi-
tation on when the U. S. activities in 
the air would stop.” Their inability 
to crush the North Vietnamese revo-
lutionary offensive in five months 
of ferocious warfare has led to U.S. 
bombing at its most intense level in 
the history of the war. 

September 15, 1947
The spotlight in Great Britain re-

mained on 140 miners at Grimethorpe, 
a colliery in Yorkshire. The miners were 
holding out in a wildcat strike that began 
Aug. 11. What gave this strike dynamic 
impact was the rank and file solidar-
ity of miners in other pits. As many as 
60,000 downed tools in sympathy.

The strike began when the bu-
reaucrats heading the union agreed 
to a Coal Board decision to increase 
the daily “stint” of the miners from 
21 feet of coal face to 23 feet. These 
miners had already had their “stint” 
increased to the maximum.

The widespread sympathy shows 
how dissatisfied the miners are with 
the Attlee government. All they have 
given the workers is a bureaucracy 
intent on carrying out the will of the 
British capitalist class. But the miners 
want the people to derive the benefits 
from Britain’s coal resources. 

LA unionists bring solidarity 
to Corn Nuts strikers in Fresno
by Bernie Senter

FRESNO, Calif. — Striking bakery 
workers at Corn Nuts got an important 
boost of solidarity when nine fellow 
Bakery, Confectionery, Tobacco Work-
ers and Grain Millers union members 
from Los Angeles traveled here Aug. 27 
to join their picket line.

“You did the first and best part,” Elvia 
Castillo, who had been on strike for 113 
days at the Rich’s Jon Donaire Desserts 
plant in the L.A. area earlier this year, 
told the strikers. “You stepped out. You 
are human beings, not machines. You 
have rights. Feel proud of yourselves. 
Fight for what is right and don’t be 
afraid. You’re going to win.” Four others 
on the trip were also veterans of the Jon 
Donaire strike.

Jerry Gil, financial secretary of 
BCTGM Local 85, explained that all 
48 workers at the Hormel-owned Corn 
Nuts plant went on strike Aug. 15. 

“In June 2021 Hormel bought Corn 
Nuts and changed the medical plan,” 
he said. Workers are being charged 
$420 a month and thousands in de-
ductibles and copayments for medical 
care. “Hormel has refused to recog-
nize the union or the contract we had 
with Kraft Heinz. They said you ei-
ther accept our terms and conditions 
or don’t come to work.”

“We make 2 million pounds of Corn 
Nuts a week,” Oscar Tabarez, a main-
tenance mechanic at the plant, told the 
Militant. The Fresno facility is the only 
location where the snack is made.

Apolinar Marquez said he had been 
working at the factory for four months 
doing packing and sanitation, and he 
decided to join the strike. Castillo told 
him, “We had a lot of people like you 
who had the courage to come out with 
us. It made our strike strong.”

“When you go on strike you see 
things you don’t see otherwise,” striker 
Curtis Williams said. “You see how you 
are treated badly, aren’t appreciated. The 
strike has changed us big time, woke us 
up. We’ve become better people and 
proved to ourselves we could do better.”

Roxana Rosales, a striker from Jon 

Donaire, said, “When I talked with them 
on strike at Corn Nuts, it was like a mir-
ror. The same things happened to me.”

Lourdes Chavez, who organized the 
delegation from L.A., also was a striker 
at Jon Donaire. She now works at Bim-
bo in Orange County and brought a co-
worker with her. She told the Corn Nuts 
strikers how important it is that they 
have everyone out on strike and the fac-
tory isn’t operating. “We had 80% out 
and the company was able to keep pro-
ducing,” she said.

Join the picket line at 4343 E. Flor-
ence Ave. in Fresno! Get out the word 
and send support to Jerry Gil at Jerry@
BakersUnion85.com. Follow the strike 
on the BCTGM website, its Facebook 
page and #CornNutsStrike.

Calif. mental health workers: 
‘We fight for our patients’

OAKLAND, Calif. — More than 
2,000 mental health care workers, in-
cluding therapists, psychologists and 
social workers, went on strike Aug. 15 
at the HMO giant Kaiser Permanente in 
northern California. The key issue is in-
adequate staffing.

A California law that took effect in 
July requires health care providers to of-
fer timely appointments to mental health 
and addiction patients, including sched-
uling follow-up visits within 10 days. 
The striking workers, members of the 
National Union of Healthcare Workers, 
say patients may wait as much as two 
months for follow-up appointments.

After years of protesting understaff-
ing, union members voted by 93% to go 
out on strike, determined to stay on the 
picket lines until Kaiser agrees to ad-
dress their concerns.

“We are fighting for our patients and 
our patients overwhelmingly support 
us,” Jesus Solorio, a therapist at Oakland 
Kaiser, told this Militant worker-corre-
spondent while picketing at the San Le-
andro hospital Aug. 24.

The mental health workers have been 

working under an expired contract for 
close to a year. The union has agreed to 
Kaiser’s offers on pay and benefits, but 
the bosses haven’t budged on staffing.

Kaiser Permanente bosses claim 
they’ve addressed this issue by hiring 
200 therapists since January 2021. Strik-
ers say many are leaving Kaiser due to 
the conditions. 

At a San Francisco rally the first day 
of the strike, Willow Thorson, a clini-
cian in Santa Rosa, told the Militant it 
was understaffing that led therapists to 
unionize in 2010. “Now the situation is 
worse,” she said. “Patients are getting 
hospitalized when more timely care 
would have avoided this. This is taking 
place when we need more mental health 
treatment and hospital beds, as well as 
housing and jobs.” 

Some 22,000 registered nurses and 
nurse practitioners will begin holding 
informational pickets at 22 Kaiser fa-
cilities Sept. 1 to protest short staffing 
and other issues.

Stationary engineers carried out a 90-
day strike at Kaiser hospitals last year, 
but still don’t have a contract. Some 
joined the National Union of Healthcare 
Workers’ picket at the San Leandro Kai-

ser hospital Aug. 24. “Union solidarity 
is important. Put that in the paper,” en-
gineer Nelson Ocampo said.

— Betsey Stone

After nine-day strike Maryland 
transit workers win wage raise

FORESTVILLE, Md. — After nine 
days on the picket line, striking Amal-
gamated Transit Union Local 689 Me-
troAccess workers voted 91% to ap-
prove a new three-year agreement with 
Transdev Aug. 11. Transdev is one of 
four contractors that Washington Met-
ropolitan Area Transit Authority hires 
to provide services for people whose 
disability prevents them from taking 
public transportation. 

Strikers fought for higher pay and 
against forced overtime. The union re-
ported the company has been 100 work-
ers short for over year. 

The strike was fueled in part by un-
safe and inhuman work rules and lack of 
respect by bosses for workers and pas-
sengers alike. One rule denies bathroom 
breaks to drivers and to disabled passen-
gers once a trip is in progress. Another 
gives passengers six minutes to get to 
the van or they’re denied service. 

Two days before the agreement 
was reached, some 200 striking driv-
ers, dispatch, maintenance and utility 
workers and their supporters held a 
spirited rally at union headquarters, 
then filled the auditorium there where 
an open bargaining session with Trans-
dev negotiators took place. 

Despite the hardships the strike im-
posed on passengers, the union won 
solidarity. “You make it possible for 
my friends to participate in the com-
munity — to go to school, to work, to 
see the doctor, to see our friends and 
family,” Carol Tyson, an activist with 
the Senior and Disability Community 
Group, told the rally. 

The workers won wage increases, 
with starting pay now $20.75 an hour, 
up from $17 under the old contract. Most 
senior workers now top out at $33.05, an 
increase of $9 an hour. 

“You can drain your body, and have 
no life, with as many as 12- to 13-hour 
shifts if you want, but what about time 
with your family?” Mischelle Wood-
fork, a paratransit driver with 12 years 
on the job, told the Militant. “I feel proud 
of everyone, uniting, and participating 
the way we did. I was surprised to see 
how strong we were.” 

— Arlene Rubinstein

Militant/Bernie Senter

Bakery workers on strike against Corn Nuts in Fresno. They’ve won solidarity, including Aug. 
27 visit from BCTGM members who struck Rich’s Jon Donaire Desserts earlier this year in L.A.
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FBI targets Puerto Rico brigade
Continued from front page
Cuba this July, including students and 
other youth, trade unionists, profession-
als and retired workers. It was the 31st 
annual brigade from Puerto Rico — af-
ter a two-year hiatus because of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. 

“We go every year,” Milagros Rivera, 
president of the Committee in Solidarity 
with Cuba, which organizes the brigade, 
told the Militant by phone from San Juan 
Aug. 26. “Everything we do is public.” 

Rivera received a phone call from 
Darío Ortiz, after two FBI agents 
knocked on his door at 8 a.m. Aug. 23. 
He refused to talk to them. 

“It’s now 35 or 40 people,” Rivera 
said. Some were visited at home, the 
FBI called others by phone. Some were 
asked if they know Rivera. Others were 
told that “Cuban security agents” infil-
trated in the brigade. When the agents 
told one of the activists that the FBI was 
investigating a “violation” of the law, the 
person asked, “What law?” 

“We can’t tell you over the phone,” the 
political-police agent said. “But if you 
meet us for coffee we’ll tell you more.” 

This year’s brigade met with a num-
ber of Cuban mass organizations to 
learn more about the socialist revolution 
there and to discuss the fight against 
the colonial status of Puerto Rico. They 
joined Cubans in voluntary work and 
brought medical supplies to help over-
come shortages caused by Washington’s 
economic war on Cuba. 

Like numerous brigades from the 
U.S. and worldwide, participants from 
Puerto Rico were hosted by the Cuban 
Institute for Friendship with the Peoples. 

“The Cuban Revolution is a hope for 
the entire world, especially for Puerto 
Rico where the situation is very bad,” 
Rivera told the press in Cuba. “For 124 
years we have been under the boot of 
U.S. imperialism.” Cuba shows it is pos-
sible to win real independence. 

“We let everyone on the brigade 
know that they shouldn’t talk to the FBI. 
Period,” she said. “Tell them to talk to 
your lawyer or get the agent’s name and 
tell them you’ll give it to your lawyer.” 
And when the FBI puts on airs of “super 
cordiality,” don’t let them fool you. 

“The FBI is an instrument to per-
petuate colonialism in our country,” 
Rivera said. “They are trying to in-
timidate and frighten us and to crimi-
nalize our solidarity with Cuba.” 

Protests demand: ‘End US embargo against Cuba!’

This attack comes as protests are tak-
ing place in Puerto Rico over worsen-
ing power outages, she said, since U.S-
Canadian owned Luma was given a 
lucrative contract by the government to 
run the island’s electrical grid. The U.S. 
rulers fear any move that strengthens the 
fight against U.S. colonial rule. 

“We can’t be quiet in the face of this 
harassment,” Rivera said. “We have to 
let people know what is happening.” 

FBI’s history in Puerto Rico
In the 1930s the FBI was used to 

help frame up and jail Nationalist 
leader Pedro Albizu Campos. 

In the 1960s the U.S. government 
launched Cointelpro — Counter Intel-
ligence Programs — that targeted the 
political activities of millions of people. 
These FBI disruption operations target-
ed Black rights organizations, the anti-
Vietnam War movement, Communist 
Party, Socialist Workers Party, women’s 
rights groups and others. Its operations 
in Puerto Rico and against Puerto Ri-
can independentistas in the U.S. were 
among the largest FBI Cointelpro cam-
paigns, launching at least 37 disruption 
programs. This included participation in 
the entrapment operation and police ex-
ecution of two young independentistas 
at Cerro Maravilla in 1978. 

The FBI still refuses to release all 
its records on the 1979 assassination in 
San Juan of Carlos Muñiz Varela, who 
was part of a group of young Cubans in 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. who promoted 
normalizing relations with Cuba. What 
has been released revealed that the FBI 
had informants in the rightist group that 
planned the killing. 

In 2000, in the midst of sustained 
protests against the U.S. military oc-
cupation of the island of Vieques and 
a campaign to release pro-indepen-
dence political prisoners, then-FBI 
Director Louis Freeh was pressured 
to release thousands of previously 
classified documents. 

Freeh admitted the documents 
showed the FBI violated the constitu-
tional rights of Puerto Ricans and en-
gaged in “egregious illegal action, may-
be criminal action.” Freeh and the Bill 
Clinton administration tried to claim 
FBI operations like this were a thing of 
the past, that there was a “new,” “clean” 
FBI. But that was a lie. 

In 2004 the FBI and IRS agents raid-
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NEW YORK — Some 80 people participated in a spirited march and rally 
in East Harlem Aug. 27, protesting the over 60-year U.S. embargo of Cuba. 
The rally met at the First Spanish Methodist Church, known as the People’s 
Church, and marched to the “Dos Alas” mural seven blocks away. 

The mural, dedicated to friendship between the peoples of Cuba and Puer-
to Rico, features paintings of pioneering Puerto Rican independence fighter 
Pedro Albizu Campos and of the Argentine-born Cuban revolutionary Che 
Guevara, along with a stanza from a poem by “Lola” Rodriguez de Tio, which 
refers to Cuba and Puerto Rico “as two wings of the same bird.” Opponents of 
the Cuban Revolution have defaced the mural several times. As the event was 
closing a team of volunteers began repairing the most recent damage. 

The event also protested FBI harassment of participants in a recent Puerto 
Rican solidarity brigade to Cuba and celebrated the life of Frank Velgara, a 
long-time New York activist in defense of the Cuban Revolution and for Puerto 
Rican independence, who died the day before after a long illness. 

Milagros Rivera, president of the Committee in Solidarity with Cuba in 
Puerto Rico, spoke to a rally at the end of the march by phone from Puerto 
Rico. She said that more than 30 people had been contacted by FBI agents 
seeking to interrogate them, including participants in the brigade, friends and 
family, and other activists. “No one is required to speak to the FBI. We are tell-
ing everyone to contact us right away if the FBI visits or calls them,” she said. 

John Melendez from El Frente Independista Boricua  pointed at the mu-
ral and told participants, “no one can tell the Puerto Rican community who 
our heroes are.” Other speakers included Pastor Dorlimar Lebrón Malavé of 
the People’s Church; Estela Vasquéz, retired executive vice president of Local 
1199 SEIU in New York; Ike Nahem from the Cuba Sí Coalition; Marina Ortiz, 
from East Harlem Preservation; Gail Walker and Rosemari Mealy from IFCO/
Pastors for Peace; and Jaime Mendieta from Casa de las Américas. 

Similar successful protests against Washington’s economic war against 
Cuba took place in Miami, Chicago and other cities.

— SARA LOBMAN

ed the headquarters of the water workers 
union during of a strike by 4,300 work-
ers. In 2005 the FBI raided a farmhouse 
in Hormigueros, where they shot Fili-
berto Ojeda Ríos, a longtime figure in 
the struggle for Puerto Rico’s indepen-
dence. They waited a day before enter-
ing the premises. He was dead. 

The Committee in Solidarity with 
Cuba is calling on defenders of demo-
cratic and political rights from around 

the world to demand the FBI cease its 
latest round of harassment. Send mes-
sages protesting FBI harassment in 
Puerto Rico to cscpr2020@gmail.com, 
attention Milagros Rivera. 

Speak out against FBI harassment
Edgardo Román Espada, a spokes-

person for the Committee for Human 
Rights of Puerto Rico, said the FBI visits 
“are measures of intimidation that seek 
to stop the historic solidarity between 
the people of Puerto Rico and Cuba.” 

Cuban President Miguel Díaz-Ca-
nel said, “We denounce the harass-
ment of our brothers and sisters of 
Puerto Rico, members of the Juan 
Rius Rivera Solidarity Brigade with 
Cuba who just visited us. History has 
united us for 150 years. There is no 
force capable of dividing us.” 

The latest FBI harassment of the 
Cuba solidarity brigade participants in 
Puerto Rico is not an isolated incident. 
It’s part of a series of attacks on con-
stitutional protections against govern-
ment interference, including the armed 
FBI raid on the Florida home of former 
President Donald Trump in Mar-a-La-
go; the raid on the offices of the African 
People’s Socialist Party in St. Peters-
burg, Florida, and St. Louis. And U.S. 
Sen. Marco Rubio from Florida call-
ing on the FBI to investigate Bridges 
of Love — which organizes monthly 
protests against the U.S. government’s 
economic war against Cuba — for pros-
ecution as “foreign agents.” 

Where to find distributors of the 
Militant, New International, and a full 
display of Pathfinder books.
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Inflation, production slowdown 
hit workers, families in Europe
by brian williams

The capitalist economic crisis unfold-
ing today — rising prices combined with 
a downturn in manufacturing produc-
tion — is heightening conflicts among 
rival powers that comprise the European 
Union and sharpening the strains tear-
ing at the bloc of 27 governments. 

The EU was established out of the 
carnage of the Second World War in 
hopes of rivaling Washington, which 
emerged as the world’s dominant impe-
rialist power. But prospects for forming 
a common European superstate were al-
ways a pipe dream given the intractable 
conflicts among the continent’s ruling 
capitalist classes, which have sharply di-
vergent interests in their competition for 
markets, resources and profits. 

The establishment of the euro as a 
common currency — today used by 
19 EU members — strengthened the 
ability of the rulers of Germany and 
France to use their superior economic 
and political clout to squeeze rivals, as 
well as the working classes in eastern 
and southern European nations where 
there is a lower level of industrial and 
economic development. 

Annual inflation hit a record 9.1% in 
August within the eurozone, the high-
est since records began. But inflation 
varied widely among EU countries, up 
25.2% in Estonia, 11.3% in Greece and 
8.8% in Germany. This only tells part 
of the story about its impact on work-
ers’ lives. Throughout the eurozone 
essentials like energy prices surged 
38.3% in August. Food, alcohol and 
tobacco rose 10.6%.  

For the first time since 2011, the Euro-
pean Central Bank raised interest rates 
July 21 in an attempt to rein in inflation. 
This makes it more difficult for the more 
indebted capitalist powers in southern 
Europe, such as Italy, Greece and Spain, 
to repay their loans. 

Leading European Central Bank offi-
cials are calling for greater “sacrifices,” 
which governments and the bosses will 
impose on working people through job 
cuts as production slows. 

Each EU member state can accumu-
late ballooning amounts of debt. But 
none of the capitalist rulers of these 
countries have the option of buffering 
economic crises by devaluing their cur-
rencies as they try to fuel exports and 
production, since only the European 
Central Bank can print money. 

Being saddled with the debts of their 
weaker rivals conflicts with the drive of 
the dominant powers in the EU — Ber-
lin and to a lesser degree Paris — to 
maximize profits off workers’ backs. 

Manufacturing production across the 
eurozone is falling with the biggest in-
crease in inventories of unsold products 
from factories in over 25 years. 

Some of the sharpest drops are con-
centrated in Germany, Europe’s largest 
and most powerful capitalist economy. 
The country’s biggest oil refinery has 
cut production at its Rhineland facility, 
and BASF, the country’s largest chemi-
cal producer, is discussing similar steps. 

The Handelsblatt, Germany’s lead-
ing financial paper, says recession is 
not a matter of “if” but “for how long.” 
Left unsaid is the impact this will have 
on working people who will face mas-
sive job losses at the same time that 
price rises escalate. 

Some 12,000 dockworkers at three 

by vivian Sahner 
Albert Woodfox, a former Black Pan-

ther who emerged from nearly 44 years 
in solitary confinement as still a deter-
mined political fighter, died Aug. 4. He 
was 75. 

Released from jail in 2016, Woodfox 
published a book, Solitary: My Story of 
Transformation and Hope, and toured 
the U.S. and worldwide, speaking out 
against the savagery of the U.S. “jus-
tice” system and calling for an end to 
solitary confinement, a brutal punish-
ment used to torture 75,000 prisoners in 
the U.S. today. 

Woodfox was open in his book about 
his youth. As a teenager in 1965, he was 
convicted for a series of petty crimes 
and sent to Angola, a notoriously racist 
prison in Louisiana. After his release, 
he was arrested again and convicted 
for armed robbery. “I stole from people 
who had almost nothing, my people, 
Black people,” he said. 

The turning point for him came in 
1969 after he escaped from a courtroom 
and fled to New York, where he was 

caught and sent to “The Tombs” prison 
in Manhattan. There he met members of 
the Black Panther Party, who organized 
political discussions, treating people re-
spectfully and intelligently.  

“It was as if a light went on in a room 
inside me that I hadn’t known existed,” 
he wrote. “I had morals, principles and 
values I never had before.” 

He was sent back to Angola in 1971, 
where he helped set up a prison chap-
ter of the Panthers with fellow inmates 
Herman Wallace and Robert King. “We 
were concerned with oppressed people,” 
he told the Militant after his release, “not 
just oppressed Blacks and Hispanics.” 
At the time Angola prison was segre-
gated. “The one area where Blacks and 
whites were allowed altogether was in 
sports. “We came over with the idea that 
we could have football games and use 
that to communicate with each other.” 

Their political activities did not go un-
noticed by the prison authorities. When 
prison guard Brent Miller was stabbed 
to death in a cell in 1972, prison officials 
framed Woodfox and Wallace for the 
killing, even though they knew neither 
man had anything to do with it. 

“They pinned it on us, because we 
were militants,” King told the Militant 
after Wallace’s death. “We wanted to 
bring consciousness to our fellow pris-
oners that we are protected by due pro-
cess, the 14th Amendment and other 
constitutional grounds.” 

King was framed up by prison offi-
cials and convicted of killing a fellow 
inmate in 1973. 

Together they became known as the 
Angola Three, and opponents of in-
justice and prison brutality worldwide 
fought for their release. They spent de-
cades in solitary confinement. 

To confront their conditions, “we 
turned toward society, not away,” 

Woodfox wrote. He became a voracious 
reader, reading everyone, including 
Frantz Fanon, Malcolm X, Mao Zedong, 
Fidel Castro and Che Guevara. “These 
books helped shape and change my way 
of looking at the world,” he said. Wood-
fox studied law to be better able to fight 
and help others. 

He organized games played up and 
down the line of solitary cells by shout-
ing down the tier or banging on pipes 
— a way they held math tests and quiz-
zes about Black history. Woodfox took 
special pride in helping several other 
prisoners learn how to read. “Our cells 
were meant to be death chambers but 
we turned them into schools, into debate 
halls,” he told the press. 

King was released after his conviction 
was overturned in 2001. Wallace died in 
October 2013, three days after he was re-
leased. Over the course of four decades, 
Woodfox’s conviction was overturned 
three times.

After being released, Woodfox went 
on tour in 2019. “They say this system 
is democracy. Really it’s all about class 
warfare,” he told people. “They have 
perfected a way to get people to fight 
against their own interests. This eco-
nomic system divides everyone by race, 
gender, class and sexual orientation.” 

At every speaking engagement 
Woodfox urged audiences to join in call-
ing for an end to solitary confinement. 

When back home in New Orleans, he 
enjoyed time with his daughter, grand-
children and great-grandchildren, and 
with his partner, Leslie George. 

He remained an optimist to the end. “I 
have hope for humankind,” he wrote in 
his book. “It is my hope that a new hu-
man being will evolve so that needless 
pain and suffering, poverty, exploita-
tion, racism, and injustice will be things 
of the past.” 

ports across Germany’s northern sea-
board struck for 48 hours in July, their 
longest strike in 40 years. With goods 
from Europe’s biggest exporting nation 
tied up, bosses got compliant courts to 
ban further strikes until Aug. 26. Last 
week the union announced a deal, giv-
ing container workers a 9.4% increase 
this year, with a pay raise linked to infla-
tion for 2023. If inflation is above 5.5% 
next year, the agreement says, the union 
has the right to rip up the contract so it 
can fight for more.

Rising energy prices 
The crisis facing EU countries’ ruling 

families is deepened by Moscow’s inva-
sion of Ukraine and rising prices of oil 
and natural gas. But Germany’s capital-
ist rulers have been especially hard hit. 
They’re planning to close all of their nu-
clear power plants, becoming dependent 
on natural gas from Moscow. The Nord 
Stream pipeline from Russia is currently 
delivering just 20% of its capacity. Ger-
man officials are already discussing ra-
tioning gas supplies this winter. 

During a sweltering summer heat 
wave, the Spanish government banned 
anyone from setting air-conditioning 
units below 80 degrees Fahrenheit in an 
attempt to save energy. In Portugal and 
Italy, privately operated textile mills are 
cutting back production, reported the 
Wall Street Journal. 

The euro hit a 20-year low against 
the dollar Aug. 23, dropping to 98 
cents. While Washington has been the 
EU’s largest trading partner, this drop 
makes imports by EU countries from 
the U.S. more expensive. Last year the 
EU imported $271.4 billion of goods 
from the U.S. 

Conflict over Italy’s unpayable debt
The huge unpayable debts facing 

the rulers of Italy are at the center of 
tensions between EU’s rival powers. 
Italy’s total government debt is now 
up to $2.52 trillion, 150% of the coun-
try’s gross domestic product. It’s larger 
than combined government debts of 

Greece, Portugal, Ireland and Spain, 
all of which were given loans by the 
European Central Bank following the 
2008 financial crash on the condition 
they threw workers out of their jobs 
and slashed social services. 

The political crisis facing Italy’s rul-
ers was highlighted by the July 21 resig-
nation of Prime Minister Mario Draghi 
and the likelihood that a coalition of 
conservative parties more hostile to the 
EU will win elections set for Sept. 25.

These pressures are deepening the 
centrifugal forces inevitably pulling the 
EU apart. And they lead the capitalist 
rulers of each European power to deep-
en attacks on the working class.

AP Images/Georg Wendt

Dockworkers in Verdi union protest in Hamburg, Germany, June 10, demand wage in-
crease. Capitalist rulers in Europe call for “sacrifice” by working people as prices skyrocket.

Militant/Seth Galinsky

Albert Woodfox speaks in New York, March 
28, 2019. To confront prison conditions, “we 
turned toward society, not away,” he said.
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How the SWP forced out the truth 
about Washington’s political police
by Vivian Sahner

There are stepped-up attacks today 
by the capitalist rulers, their political 
parties — the Democrats and Repub-
licans — and the FBI against constitu-
tional rights, rights that are crucial for 
the struggles of working people. These 
attacks can be defeated, and these rights 
can be used, as we go into combat to ad-
vance our own class interests. 

The origins and character of the rul-
ers’ use of the FBI as their key political 
police force was most clearly revealed 
by the Socialist Workers Party’s his-
toric 15-year political battle, combined 
with legal action, from 1973 to 1988. 
Federal Judge Thomas Griesa ruled 
in 1986 that decades of spying, ha-
rassment, frame-ups and disruption 
against the party by the FBI and other 
federal agencies violated the party’s 
fundamental right to carry out politics 
free from government interference. 

The FBI violated the SWP’s rights 
under the First Amendment to the Con-
stitution, which guarantees freedom of 
speech and association, and the Fourth 
Amendment, which protects the privacy 
of groups and individuals against arbi-
trary search and seizure by government 
agents. It was an unprecedented victory, 
one that can be used today.  

Griesa, a Republican appointed to 
the bench by President Richard Nixon, 
ruled that the FBI’s use of informers 
against the SWP violated the rights of 
the party, and that covert wiretaps and 
break-ins of SWP offices and its Coin-
telpro disruption operation against the 
party were unconstitutional.  

Government claims of legal authority 
— defended during the trial by top gov-
ernment officials — for their campaign 
of spying, disruption and provocation 
against the party were rejected by the 
court. This is a ruling that is of increas-
ing importance today.

Shining a spotlight on this genuinely 
totalitarian expansion of executive pow-
er, and laying bare its deep roots, was 
one of the major accomplishments of the 
SWP’s case.  

Gov’t fights for right to spy, disrupt
The government spared no effort 

in trying to win a different outcome. 
Robert Keuch, deputy assistant attor-

ney general and the third-ranking of-
ficial in the Justice Department at the 
time, took the stand and testified that 
FBI operations against the party were 
constitutional because the president 
authorized them. 

In September 1939 World War II 
broke out in Europe. President Frank-
lin Roosevelt authorized the FBI to go 
after the SWP and other “subversives,” 
Keuch testified, above all those “who 
were trying to influence public opinion 
to keep the United States out of war.”  

Within weeks of Roosevelt’s decree, 
FBI agents simultaneously descended 
on the homes of Teamsters’ union lead-
ers in Des Moines and Sioux City, Iowa, 
and in Omaha, Nebraska. Seven union 
leaders were framed on charges of burn-
ing a bakery truck and sentenced to pris-
on for two years.  

“The FBI is systematically persecut-
ing the labor movement as part of the 
Roosevelt government’s preparations for 
dragging America into war,” Thomas 
Smith, secretary-treasurer of Teamsters 
Local 554 in Omaha, said in the union’s 
newspaper, the Northwest Organizer. 
“Roosevelt wants first to crush the labor 
movement, especially its most success-
ful and progressive sections.”  

In June 1941, FBI agents and U.S. 
marshals raided the branch offices of the 
Socialist Workers Party in Minneapolis 
and St. Paul, Minnesota, and arrested 
leaders of the party, many of them mem-
bers of Local 544, under the newly ad-
opted Smith Act, a gag law making the 
expression of ideas a crime. The gov-
ernment’s goals were to purge the labor 
movement of those who would not go 
along with imperialist war goals, erase 
the stronghold of union power and de-
mocracy represented by the Minneapo-
lis Teamsters and try to drive the SWP 
into functioning underground.  

They completely failed on this last 
goal. One of the party’s first responses 
was to nominate James P. Cannon, its 
national secretary and one of those fac-
ing trial, for mayor of New York City. 
The SWP used that campaign to pub-
licize its revolutionary working-class 
program and, when the frame-up case 
went to trial, turned the Minneapolis 
courtroom into a platform from which 
to explain the party’s views on the war 

and initiate a nationwide defense effort 
that continued until the last of the 18 de-
fendants was released from prison.  

The SWP was not the only target of 
these government attacks, then or to-
day. When Black newspapers, including 
the Pittsburgh Courier, launched the 
“Double V” campaign — calling for a 
fight for Black rights here at home at the 
same time as the war abroad — Attor-
ney General Francis Biddle summoned 
several editors of Black weeklies to 
Washington, D.C., threatening “to shut 
them all up” on charges of sedition. 

As the war continued, the FBI ex-
panded its army of informers and pro-
vocateurs in the labor and Black move-
ments. By the end of 1942, there were 
nearly 24,000 stool pigeons reporting on 
union and political activities in almost 
4,000 factories, mines, and mills.  

The government’s use of the FBI to 
go after workers and others contin-
ued after World War II. In 1956, as the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott caught the 
nation’s attention, the White House and 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover launched 
its Cointelpro operations, first against 
the Communist Party, then against the 
SWP, Black organizations fighting Jim 
Crow segregation, and others.  

FBI forced to admit spying on SWP
During the trial, the FBI admitted 

to maintaining 10 million pages on the 
SWP and YSA, files that contained 
evidence of thousands of unlawful acts 
committed by the FBI and its inform-
ers, including at least 208 burglaries 
of offices and homes of the SWP and 
its members, 12,000 days of listening 
“bugs” and 20,000 days of wiretaps — 

but didn’t reveal a single instance of 
lawbreaking by the party.  

Why was it the Socialist Workers 
Party that took the lead in this initia-
tive, with no fear of what would be 
uncovered? Why not the Communist 
Party, which had suffered more than the 
SWP from the FBI’s illegal campaigns 
of spying, harassment and disruption?  

The SWP could take this step be-
cause, like any genuine communist or-
ganization, it has no program or policies 
kept secret from the working class. The 
party doesn’t say one thing in public and 
something different in its closed meet-
ings. The SWP’s fight was widely cov-
ered in the press and won wide-ranging 
support from those of all stripes who 
supported constitutional rights. It in-
spired others — from Black Panthers 
to anti-Vietnam War fighters — to file 

suits of their own aimed at forcing out 
evidence of FBI spying and disruption 
against them and barring such actions.

From the onset, one of the most im-
portant issues in the SWP’s case was 
whether or not the FBI had the right 
to use covert informers to spy on and 
disrupt the party. To prove its case the 
party asked Judge Griesa to order the 
FBI to turn over files on government 
informers in the SWP. When the judge 
ordered a sample of 18 informers be 
produced, Attorney General Griffin 
Bell told the judge he was refusing to 
obey. The judge responded by finding 
him in contempt of court, the first such 
ruling in U.S. history.  

Herbert Brownell, who had served 
as attorney general in President Dwight 
Eisenhower’s cabinet, also took the 
stand. He argued that when “intelli-
gence” is involved, the government had 
the authority to ignore the Bill of Rights. 
Glaring at Judge Griesa, he said point-
edly, “So far there has been no court de-
cision which prohibited such activities 
in the field of intelligence.”  

That ended with the ruling in the 
SWP’s case finding the FBI’s conduct il-
legal and codifying in court for the first 
time constitutional rights and liberties 
fought for over many years. 

After Griesa’s ruling, which included 
damages to the party of $264,000, there 
was one more chapter in the fight. The 
FBI and other government cop agencies 
claimed they had a need to be able to ri-
fle through the files they had assembled 
illegally if they suspected they would 
shed light on a crime in the future. The 
judge issued an injunction barring them 
from ever doing so.

“Lawyers are accustomed to describ-
ing cases in which they have been suc-
cessful as ‘historic,’” Leonard Boudin, 
the SWP’s lead attorney, said of the 
fight. “But no one could challenge that 
description of Socialist Workers Party 
vs. Attorney General.”  
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SWP leader discusses Constitution during trial against the FBI 
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 special feature:
FBI on trial

Our book feature this week is FBI on 
Trial: The Victory in the Socialist Work-
ers Party Suit Against Government Spy-
ing. Readers will find it of special inter-
est in light of the latest assault on consti-
tutional rights by the Biden administra-
tion authorizing an armed FBI raid on 
former President Donald Trump’s Flor-
ida residence Aug. 8. Ten days earlier 
federal prosecutors in Florida sent FBI 
agents to raid the homes of Black rights 
groups Uhuru and the African People’s 
Socialist Party in Florida and Missouri. 

The excerpt from FBI on Trial 
contains federal court proceedings 
from the 1973-88 political and legal 
battle waged and won by the Social-
ist Workers Party and Young Social-
ist Alliance against decades of spying, 
harassment and disruption by the FBI 
and other federal agencies. This cam-

writing of the Constitution.
I leave aside the complexities. There 

were big differences among the framers 
of the Constitution.

I am especially saying yes in the 
sense of taking the Constitution as 
amended with the Bill of Rights, with 
the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth 
amendments, the amendments on the 
franchise, on the poll tax and so forth, all 
of which substantially in our opinion de-
mocratize the Constitution. Some took 
mighty struggles. Three took a civil war 
of the most horrible kind to accomplish.

Without an extension of those con-
quests all talk about socialism is a 
mockery.

But the answer has to also be no in 
this sense. The Constitution was writ-
ten with the philosophy which did not 
see a contradiction between the repub-
lican forms and checks and balances of 
the Constitution and chattel slavery for 
millions of human beings; for property 
requirements for the electorate; for the 
lack of franchise for more than half the 
population, the female half, until the 

twentieth century; for no rights for the 
original native residents of the conti-
nent; the original absence of the Bill of 
Rights itself; the absence of even direct 
elections of senators; and a number of 
things like that.

But to that degree the philosophy is 
in contradiction completely with the 
philosophy of Marxism, which would 
define a workers’ and farmers’ repub-
lic, our concept of democracy, as being 
combined in a constitution which would 
be in contradiction to chattel slavery, 
property requirements, restriction of 
franchise for any reason of sex or age or 
anything like that. It would also include 
the fact that the prerogatives of the larg-
est property owners, the largest produc-
tive property owners, the owners of the 
big mines, mills, and factories would 
be subordinate to the development and 
extension of the democratic rights of the 
great majority of the citizenry.

In some ways maybe the Civil War 
is the best example of this — the blood 
that was necessary to eliminate chat-
tel slavery and get the thirteenth, four-
teenth, and fifteenth amendments. But 
the fact that it took until 1964 to get 
the poll tax to be unconstitutional [the 
24th Amendment to the Constitution] 
and 1965 to, by law [the federal Voting 
Rights Act], guarantee the franchise 
without any restrictions because of 
anything to do with color to the adult 
citizens of the American South —

Judge Griesa: Look, I respect those 
views, you know. I mean we are re-
ally not here debating about slavery or 
anything like that and let’s bring this 
to a close.

Barnes: All right.
The yes and no can be indicated 

maybe in one other thing. That’s the 
evolution toward greater and greater 
concentration of executive power, 
which has been a tremendous change 
since the drafting of the Constitution 
and the original first ten amendments. 
We feel there is a growing contra-
diction from even the constitutional 
viewpoint — talking politically, not 
as a lawyer — between executive de-
cision, orders, even up to a declara-
tion of war and the total protections 
guaranteed by the amendments to the 
Constitution.

paign helped educate millions about 
class “justice” under capitalism. 

The FBI was tasked as the capital-
ist rulers’ political police in the late 
1930s as the Democratic administra-
tion of Franklin Roosevelt drove to 
take Washington into the second world 
imperialist war. Roosevelt signed into 
law the thought-control Smith Act and 
launched FBI raids and federal prosecu-
tions against the SWP and leaders of the 
Teamsters union in the Midwest, seek-
ing to silence their campaign for labor 
opposition to Washington’s war aims. 

Freedom of speech and assembly, as 
well as protection from unreasonable 
search and seizure, are rights conquered 
in the American Revolution, registered 
in the Constitution, and extended by 
struggles of working people since. The 
use of these rights by millions in hard-
fought class battles has been integral to 
building unions, organizing opposition 
to Washington’s wars, bringing down 
Jim Crow segregation and fighting for 
women’s emancipation. 

The excerpt is from the testimony by 
Jack Barnes, national secretary of the 
SWP, at the close of the 1981 trial of 
the party’s lawsuit, which had been un-
derway for three months. Barnes was 
questioned by Margaret Winter, chief 

counsel for the SWP. FBI on Trial also 
contains excerpts from the testimony 
of Farrell Dobbs, Barnes’ predecessor 
as national secretary, who in the 1930s 
was the central leader of the Teamsters 
organizing drive and anti-war cam-
paign mentioned above.

Copyright © 1988 by Pathfinder 
Press. Reprinted by permission. 

v

Margaret Winter: Mr. Barnes, I 
hand you the copies of the Constitu-
tion of the United States and the Dec-
laration of Independence.

Does the Socialist Workers Party be-
lieve that their ideas are consistent with 
the philosophy underlying the United 
States Constitution?

Jack Barnes: Yes, in the sense that a 
republican form of government — in the 
sense of a rule of law, which has elected 
officials that govern — is the only pos-
sible basis for socialist democracy, for 
the extension of democracy, as counter-
posed to any authoritarian and totalitar-
ian mode of functioning.

That philosophy is similar to the phi-
losophy of those who held that in the 

Part of 1883 painting by Howard Pyle, “The Mob in Shays’ Rebellion in Possession of a Courthouse”

In 1786, Massachusetts farmers staged Shays’ Rebellion. Many, like their leader, Daniel Shays, 
were veterans of Revolutionary War. Their uprising opposed unfair tax burden imposed by 
new government. Such plebian revolts helped force addition of amendments, known as the Bill 
of Rights, that strengthened the Constitution and its protections against government intrusions.
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The 1988 victory in 15-year SWP 
political and legal battle against the 
FBI expanded space for practicing 
politics and using constitutional 
rights. These books describe that 
fight, and those that came before it — 
from the American Revolution, to the 
Civil War, and in the building of the 
modern working-class movement. 
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Visy workers in New Zealand 
strike for pay raise, shorter hours
by felicity coggan

AUCKLAND New Zealand — 
Some 75 workers from two packaging 
companies here — Visy Board New 
Zealand and its subsidiary, Charta 
Packaging — picketed outside the 
Visy plant Aug. 24, while cars and 
trucks honked their horns in solidar-
ity on this busy industrial road. 

The workers, members of the E tu 
union, struck for 24 hours after the 
company refused their demand for a 
one-year contract with a 10% pay raise. 

“At the end of the day their offer 
wasn’t enough,” union delegate Donnie 
Tuhi told the Militant. Official figures 
show inflation running at 7.3% in New 
Zealand. “Everybody is feeling the 
pinch at the moment.” He said this is the 
first strike in his 20 years at the plant. 

Many workers put in over 60 hours 
over a six-day week, and are asking 

that overtime rates of time and a half 
kick in after 40 hours worked, rather 
than 50, as it is now. 

“We are doing long hours to survive. 
I work around 64 hours to 70 hours a 
week,” delegate Manu Filimoekava 
said in a union press release. “We’ve 
got no time with family, no time with 
friends, no happy hour. It’s no life.” 

Owned by one of Australia’s rich-
est men, billionaire Anthony Pratt, 
and his two sisters, Visy is one of the 
world’s largest packaging and recy-
cling companies. It has 120 opera-
tions in Australia, New Zealand and 
Thailand, employing 900 people in 
New Zealand alone. 

“I saw from the company magazine 
that they made millions in profits last 
year. But they are crying to us that 
they are poor,” Tuhi said. “People 
have just had enough.”
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Lenin led the fight for Ukrainian self-determination

Defend Ukraine independence!

When Russian President Vladimir 
Putin launched Moscow’s invasion of 
Ukraine over six months ago, he argued 
that the country was never a sovereign 
nation at all, but a “creation” of V.I. Len-
in, central leader of the Bolshevik Party 
that led millions to overturn capitalist 
rule, bringing to power a workers and 
farmers government in 1917.

What the revolutionary government 
Lenin led actually did was recognize 
that a Ukrainian nation — along with 
a number of other peoples who suf-
fered under czarist domination — had 
been forged over centuries in struggles 
against foreign occupation, including 
against the Russian czars. Lenin fought 
for their right to self-determination. 

Lenin “was the most ardent adherent 
to the real equality of nations not only 
during his prerevolutionary activities, 
but also during his work as head of the 
Soviet government,” wrote Christian 
Rakovsky, a leader of the Bolshevik 
Party, in a 1924 tribute to Lenin after his 
death. Rakovsky headed the Soviet gov-
ernment in Ukraine from 1919 to 1923. 

“It is due to his firm leadership,” Ra-
kovsky wrote of Lenin, “that the old 
Russian empire, which was previously 
strangling scores of nationalities, has 
now been transformed into the Union of 
independent autonomous republics.” 

Those conquests — and Ra-
kovsky’s position — were overturned 
in a counterrevolution led by Joseph 
Stalin after Lenin’s death.

Below are excerpts from the Novem-
ber 1919 draft resolution of the central 
committee of the Russian Communist 
Party (Bolshevik) on Soviet rule in the 
Ukraine and the “Letter To The Workers 
and Peasants of the Ukraine Apropos of 
the Victories over Denikin,” written by 

Lenin Dec. 28, 1919, marking the defeat 
of the army of czarist general Anton De-
nikin. The two pieces are in Vol. 30 of 
Lenin’s Collected Works.

v

The C.C., R.C.P.(B.), having dis-
cussed the question of relations with 
the working people of the Ukraine now 
being liberated from the temporary 
conquest of Denikin’s bands, is pursu-
ing persistently the principle of the self-
determination of nations and deems it 
essential to again affirm that the R.C.P. 
holds consistently to the view that the 
independence of the Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic be recognized. … 

In view of the fact that Ukrainian 
culture (language, school, etc.) has been 
suppressed for centuries by Russian 
tsarism and the exploiting classes, the 
C.C., R.C.P. makes it incumbent upon 
all Party members to use every means 
to help remove all barriers in the way of 
the free development of the Ukrainian 
language and culture. Since the many 
centuries of oppression have given 
rise to nationalist tendencies among 
the backward sections of the popula-
tion, R.C.P. members must exercise 
the greatest caution in respect of those 
tendencies and must oppose them with 
words of comradely explanation con-
cerning the identity of interests of the 
working people of the Ukraine and 
Russia. R.C.P. members on Ukrainian 
territory must put into practice the right 
of the working people to study in the 
Ukrainian language and to speak their 
native language in all Soviet institu-
tions; they must in every way counter-
act attempts at Russification that push 
the Ukrainian language into the back-
ground and must convert that language 

into an instrument for the communist 
education of the working people. Steps 
must be taken immediately to ensure 
that in all Soviet institutions there are 
sufficient Ukrainian-speaking employ-
ees and that in the future all employees 
are able to speak Ukrainian. …  

v

We Great-Russian Communists 
must repress with the utmost sever-
ity the slightest manifestation in our 
midst of Great-Russian nationalism, 
for such manifestations, which are a 
betrayal of communism in general, 
cause the gravest harm by dividing 
us from our Ukrainian comrades and 
thus playing into the hands of Deni-
kin and his regime. …  

And what the bourgeoisie of all 
countries, and all manner of petty-
bourgeois parties — i.e., “compromis-
ing” parties which permit alliance with 
the bourgeoisie against the workers — 
try most of all to accomplish is to dis-
unite the workers of different nation-
alities, to evoke distrust, and to disrupt 
a close international alliance and in-
ternational brotherhood of the work-
ers. Whenever the bourgeoisie suc-
ceeds in this the cause of the workers 
is lost. The Communists of Russia and 
the Ukraine must therefore by patient, 
persistent, stubborn and concerted ef-
fort foil the nationalist machinations 
of the bourgeoisie and vanquish na-
tionalist prejudices of every kind, and 
set the working people of the world an 
example of a really solid alliance of the 
workers and peasants of different na-
tions in the fight for Soviet power, for 
the overthrow of the yoke of the land-
owners and capitalists, and for a world 
federal Soviet republic.  

Putin signed a decree Aug. 25 to ex-
pand the million-strong Russian mili-
tary by over 10%. He is trying to replen-
ish his depleted forces and demoralized 
ranks after a six-month conflict that 
Moscow expected to win within weeks 
if not days. He still hopes to reimpose 
the Russian prison house of nations that 
existed for centuries under the czars, 
with himself as the ruler. 

Moscow’s relentless bombardment of 
industrial areas and ports in Ukraine’s 
southeast has cut the country’s eco-
nomic production in half. The Kremlin 
hopes that drawn out economic and po-
litical pressures will, over time, lead to 
increased conflicts among and between 
Washington and imperialist powers in 
Europe, especially Berlin and Paris, 
and sap their resolve to back Ukraine. 
Moscow has further constricted its gas 
supplies to Europe as energy costs there 
are soaring. 

In addition to conquering Ukraine 
and crushing its people, the Russian 
rulers hoped to seize the country’s re-
sources, like the rich iron ore depos-
its and immense ArcelorMittal steel 
plant at Kryvyi Rih in south central 
Ukraine. Moscow’s forces were driven 
back there as Ukrainian forces rein-
forced by volunteer detachments of 
steelworkers and miners used heavy 
construction equipment to block air-
port runways and roads and dig defen-
sive lines. Russian rockets still target 
the city from 30 miles away. 

Moscow’s war has ensured the near-
total shutdown of the steel mill and 
mines. Coal imports to the plant from 
Kazakhstan via Russian rail lines end-
ed, while Moscow’s naval blockade of 
Black Sea ports prevents exports from 
the plant. And bosses cut wages by a 
third to workers there idled by the war. 

Russian protests against the war
Despite the mass arrest of opponents 

of Putin’s war inside Russia, protests 
among soldiers and others continue, 
highlighting openings that exist to forge 
unity against the war among working 
people in Russia and Ukraine. 

The Aug. 24 detention of Yevgeny 
Roizman, former mayor of Yekaterin-
burg, Russia’s fourth largest city, was 
met with protests by a handful of the 
city’s residents. Roizman was charged 
with “discrediting the Russian army” 
for stating the war was an “invasion,” 
and not “a special military operation” 
— the Putin-sanctified doublespeak 
for the war. 

“I was saying that everywhere and I 
will say it now,” Roizman said defiantly 
after his arrest. He was released a day 
later, pending a trial. Courts had fined 
him three times for his outspoken oppo-
sition to Moscow’s war. 

Elmira Rahmatullina was arrested in 
early August after holding a one-woman 
protest in Ufa, in the Volga region. She 
carried a placard in the colors of the 
Ukrainian flag that read, “Give them 
peace, and us, freedom of speech.” 

Statements by Ukrainian leaders 

denouncing the entire Russian people 
as the enemy are a deadly obstacle to 
building solidarity between workers in 
the two countries and increasing pres-
sure on Moscow. So are the biting sanc-
tions imposed by Washington and other 
imperialist powers, which impose hard-
ships that are overwhelmingly inflicted 
on working people.

Now European Union foreign minis-
ters are debating whether to ban or re-
strict tourist visas to Russian citizens. 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky urges them to do so. The Estonian 
government has barred Russians who 
already have visas from entering the 
country. The German rulers say they’re 
opposed to a European-wide ban. 

In the early stages of the war almost 
a million Russians, horrified by the war 
and Putin’s repression, fled to Europe. 
Closing off this “escape route” by re-
stricting visas would just penalize “crit-
ics of the regime” and do “the Kremlin’s 
work for it,” Anna Arutunyan wrote in 
the Moscow Times. 

In early August Moscow’s forces in 
Russian-occupied Donbas in eastern 
Ukraine stepped up enforced conscrip-
tion of male residents of the region. 
Thousands have been rounded up to 
be used as cannon fodder. Just prior to 
the invasion, pro-Moscow authorities in 
Donetsk and Luhansk barred working 
people from leaving the cities. 

Since then company bosses have been 
ordered to provide the names of “vol-
unteers,” under threat of conscription 
of entire workforces. Bosses at the Al-
chevsk iron and steel plant have laid off 

3,600 workers, helping authorities fulfill 
their quotas. 

Moscow has unleashed masked 
gangs to carry out street ambushes on 
those local men who had stayed home 
for months to try to avoid being drafted. 
They also raid homes at night, beating 
those they capture as they cart them 
away. Draftees are routinely thrown into 
the most perilous areas at the front with 
little training and poor equipment. 

These parts of Donbas are the very 
regions where the Kremlin plans to 

hold sham referendums on “joining” the 
Russian Federation Sept. 14. Originally, 
Putin justified the Feb. 24 invasion of 
Ukraine days after recognizing the sep-
aratist Donetsk and Luhansk “people’s 
republics” as independent states. 

Similar referendums in Russian-oc-
cupied Kherson and Zaporizhzhia have 
been postponed, given the depth of pop-
ular opposition. The Ukrainian govern-
ment claimed Aug. 29 that a “grinding 
counteroffensive” to retake the Kherson 
region had begun. 

Activatica/Elmira Rahmatullina

Despite mass arrests against anti-war demonstrations across Russia, protests continue. In re-
cent public action in square in Ufa, in the Volga region, Elmira Rahmatullina holds sign in 
Ukrainian colors of blue and yellow, saying, “Give them peace, and us, freedom of speech.”

Socialist Workers Party  
statement

Defend Ukraine’s independence! 
For defeat of Moscow’s invasion!

US troops, nuclear arms out  
of Europe, all of Europe!
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Editorial

Support rail worker unions’ fight over pay, livable schedules, right to strike
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al Association of Machinists, Transportation Commu-
nications Union and Brotherhood of Railway Carmen 
— have reached tentative contracts with the carriers, 
including a 24% pay raise.  

But the largest rail unions, representing the operat-
ing crafts, as well as the majority of others, haven’t 
signed on. Jeremy Ferguson, president of the Inter-
national Association of Sheet Metal, Air, Rail and 
Transportation Workers — Transportation Division 
(SMART-TD), told the media that the Presidential 
Emergency Board didn’t agree with the unions’ call 
for “improvements to quality-of-life issues, including 
addressing the draconian carrier attendance policies 
and the need for more paid and scheduled time off.” 

 “A fair and appropriate contract would address 
what matters to us: quality of life,” Michael Paul 
Lindsey II, a 17-year employee of Union Pacific in 
Pocatello, Idaho, wrote in the online industry jour-
nal Railway Age. “At the end of the day, quality of 
life was the goal of this contract, not a 24% taxable 
pay increase that actually lowers our pay by 2% 
when adjusted for inflation.” 

Under the Railway Labor Act, the unions can strike 
or the bosses can lock out workers if no agreement is 
reached within 30 days after release of the Presiden-
tial Emergency Board’s recommendations. However, 
Congress has the power — which it used against rail 
workers in 1991 —to end a strike, order the union 

members back to work and impose a settlement. 
This meant workers had the rail companies’ de-

mands for a three-year-long wage freeze and other 
concessions shoved down their throat. 

“The raise recommended isn’t enough given the fact 
that our health insurance payments would rise consid-
erably under these recommendations. And the price of 
everything is going up,” Zack Jameson, a locomotive 
engineer working out of western Pennsylvania and 
member of Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and 
Trainmen, told the Militant. “And the companies claim 
that our labor makes ‘no contribution’ to their extraor-
dinary profits, and that we face none of the risks. But 
the profits don’t exist without us! And we’re risking 
our physical well-being and our lives out there.” 

Jameson also pointed to recently installed Positive 
Train Control technology, designed to automatically 
slow or stop a train under certain conditions. The rail 
bosses claim this makes it safe now to eliminate con-
ductors on road trains, and run them with an engineer-
only “crew.” Rail workers strongly oppose the bosses’ 
push to slash more jobs, putting profits over safety. 
Crew size isn’t addressed in the national contract. 

Even without imposing one-person “crews,” the rail 
bosses have cut the workforce by 29% over the last 
six years, leading to unlivable schedules and increased 
danger to workers and those who live near the rails. 

No relief from onerous schedules
“There are no paid sick days in the recommenda-

tions, which our unions had demanded,” Robin Smith, 
a locomotive engineer working out of Harrisburg and 
member of the SMART rail union, said. “The com-
pany claims that we don’t suffer fatigue. They claim 
that train service crews only worked an average of 33 
hours a week this year. This month I’ve worked an av-
erage of 51 hours per week! And they don’t take into 
account all the hours we spend ‘on call,’ waiting to 
come to work at any time of the day or night, and the 
hours we spend away from home. Last week I sat in 
the hotel for 23 hours and then got called to work for 
my seventh shift in a row. ” 

“I’ve heard that the unions are organizing rallies in 
other areas to gather support for our demands,” Smith 
said. “I’m dying to have one. I’m organizing a one-
woman rally with signs on my car denouncing the 

PEB’s pro-company recommendations.”
One of the bargaining unions, the Brotherhood of 

Maintenance and Way Employees, has led in organiz-
ing recent protest actions, drawing in other rail unions 
in Nebraska, Iowa, Illinois and Wyoming. Another 
rally has been called for Sept. 10 in Toledo. 

Rick Leschina, a locomotive engineer in the Chi-
cago area, said that he participated in the rally in 
Galesburg, Illinois, July 30 “to stand in solidarity with 
brothers and sisters in rail in all crafts. We show the 
companies that we’re standing in unity, that’s where 
we have our strength.” 

In response to the Presidential Emergency Board 
proposals, he said, “all the comments I’ve heard are 
negative, especially taking the cap off health premi-
ums. People are saying we don’t want more conces-
sionary contracts.” 

“I don’t think this contract will be ratified by rail 
workers,” Pete Gushwa, a conductor and member of 
the SMART-TD union in Spokane, Washington, told 
the Militant. “But it will go to Congress, who will im-
pose the final settlement.” 

“And I don’t think the PEB recommendations are 
going to stave off people quitting or attract new hires,” 
Gushwa added. “We’re all forced to work overtime 
whether we want it or not. Issues like that will now 
have to be fought out locally rather than nationally.”

“The problems we face, particularly the challeng-
es of having a life outside of work, of spending time 
with our families, is widespread in the working class,” 
Chris Hoeppner, a conductor working out of Philadel-
phia and member of the SMART union, told the Mili-
tant. Hoeppner is the Socialist Workers Party candi-
date for U.S. Congress from District 3. “Rail workers 
need to get our voices heard. The big-business media 
is only going to tell the companies’ side of the story, 
to try and cut us off from winning allies. There are 
already stories in the press about how a rail strike will 
threaten farmers.”

“A central way we can prepare to use our unions 
to fight the rail bosses is giving solidarity to other 
union strikes and social struggles,” Hoeppner add-
ed. “We’ll strengthen their fights, learn important 
lessons and gain allies. The strike of coal miners 
against the deep concessions demanded by the boss-
es at Warrior Met in Alabama, just like our fight on 
the railroad, is critical to the whole working class. 
They need more people to hear about what they face 
and to win more support. Our unions should step up. 
We’ll all be the stronger for it.”

Candace Wagner is a freight conductor and mem-
ber of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers 
and Trainmen.

workers against the nation’s biggest rail bosses, backed 
by the government and its notorious anti-working-
class Railway Labor Act. This conflict calls for the at-
tention — and active support — of all working people. 
While we can’t predict what will happen, these unions 
on Sept. 16 will be free to strike should workers 
decide to do so.

Labor Day events also provide an opportunity to 
meet other workers, discuss what we all face, and 
prepare for battles today and to come. You can help 
get out the word about the 16-month-long strike by 
the United Mine Workers of America at Warrior Met 
in Alabama; the strike by the Bakery, Confectionery, 
Tobacco Workers and Grain Millers at Corn Nuts in 
Fresno, California; by United Auto Workers union 
members at Case New Holland in Iowa and Wiscon-
sin; and other union struggles. Make plans with fellow 
workers and unionists to send messages of support, 
contribute to strike funds and visit the picket lines. 

As these fights continue, the bosses turn to their 
government, the National Labor Relations Board and 
the courts to attack our unions. The UMWA faces a 
$13.3 million fine by the NLRB for the “crime” of ex-
ercising its right to strike. Defeating this assault is in 
the interests of all unions. 

Employers are determined to make workers bear the 
brunt of the crisis of their system. Bosses face sharp-
ening competition, driving them to squeeze more out 
of us, through longer workdays, shift schedules that 
trample on family life and by cutting jobs. Striking 
mental health care workers at Kaiser in California are 
demanding bosses hire more workers to provide the 
care patients require. 

Bosses do everything possible to turn workers 
against each other, looking to divide and conquer. 
They try and set workers with jobs against 
those without, native-born workers against im-
migrants, Black against Caucasians, women 
against men, workers in the U.S. against fel-
low workers abroad. We are all part of the same 
working class and must stand together. Today’s 
battles are class against class.

Despite the hefty resources deployed by the 
bosses, and the support they get from the govern-
ment, we can be victorious. We have the advan-
tage of our far greater numbers and our power 
to bring production to a halt. Labor produces all 
wealth. We win when we are united, disciplined 
and organized, and have the backing of our en-
tire class and our natural allies — farmers, immi-
grants, independent producers and more. At the 

‘Inhumane capitalist prison’ 
Thank you for the Militant, which I look forward 

to each week and share with my neighbors here at 
Scotland Correctional Institution. It’s my primary 
source of information about what’s going on in the 
world outside.

Your reasoned and accurate reporting on events 
in Ukraine, the U.S.A. and elsewhere continues to 
surprise me. Recently, the U.S. Supreme Court is-
sued a couple of decisions in favor of Christians 
who had been victims of religious discrimina-
tion. While progressives ranted about separation 
of church and state (an organizational ideal that 
appears nowhere in the Constitution), you contin-
ued to support democracy and fundamental hu-
man rights. You maintain your focus on one issue: 
what’s best for workers.

Thank you from all of us in this inhumane capi-
talist imperialist prison.
A prisoner
Laurinburg, North Carolina

heart of that is using working-class solidarity — no 
worker fights alone. 

The labor movement needs to break with the Dem-
ocrats and Republicans — the parties of the bosses 
and bankers. We need our own party, a labor party, to 
chart a course forward toward taking political power 
into our own hands. To form a workers and farmers 
government and take control over the mines, mills, 
fields and factories and run them ourselves.

All out Labor Day!

Militant/Eric Simpson

Mental health workers strike Kaiser San Francisco hospital Aug. 15. 
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