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Democrats, FBI 
push assaults on 
political rights 
workers need 

‘Workers need a labor 
party based on the unions’
SWP launches California campaign for US Senate

Militant//Deborah Liatos

Laura Garza, left, SWP candidate for U.S. Senate from California in 2024, at May 26 union 
rally in Los Angeles. Garza says workers need to break from the Democrats, Republicans.

by terry evans
In their factional drive to hound for-

mer President Donald Trump out of pol-
itics, the Democrats for over six years 
have done serious damage to crucial 
constitutional freedoms. Free speech, 
assembly, protection against unreason-
able searches and seizures, the right to 
a speedy and public trial, to be informed 
of the nature and cause of the accusation 
— all of these rights have been tossed 
aside. And the assault has deepened as 
the 2024 elections approach.

The real target of this campaign is 
working people, who the Democrats 
blame for Trump’s election, the people 
Hillary Clinton called “deplorables.”

Last summer President Joseph Biden 
branded so-called MAGA-Republicans 
as “semi-fascists” who “threaten the 
very foundations of our Republic.” Lib-
erals use that label to describe all Trump 

Help build labor involvement in the  
East Palestine fight over derailment

Jordan Miller News

Fire blazes among damaged rail cars filled with toxic chemicals in East Palestine, Ohio, Feb. 4, 
day after derailment. Disaster was caused by rail bosses’ drive for profits over everything else.  

By Dave Ferguson
COLUMBIANA, Ohio — What is 

the way forward in the fight to gain con-
trol over the cleanup and access to long-
term health care in East Palestine? That 
was the topic when Ashley McCollum 
set up a meeting with five area residents 
and Socialist Workers Party members 
and unionists May 26. The five are all 
involved with the newly formed Unity 
Council for the East Palestine Train De-
railment. 

The massive release of toxic chemi-
cals, including vinyl chloride, and fires 
caused by the Feb. 3 derailment of 20 
rail cars has upended lives in the area. 

“The Socialist Workers Party explains 
that in order for the fight in the East Pal-
estine area to be sustained for the long 
haul, to take control over telling Norfolk 
Southern and the government what to 
do here, it’s necessary for the unions to 
get involved front and center,” Candace 
Wagner said. “My union, SMART-
Transportation Division, the rail conduc-
tors’ union, put the struggle here on the 
front page of its national union maga-
zine.”

The article quotes Jeremy Ferguson, 
the union president, who says, “This 
derailment didn’t have to happen.” He 

By PETER THIERJUNG
NEW YORK — The May 1 death 

of Jordan Neely on the subway here 
followed by the district attorney 
charging Daniel Penny with second-
degree manslaughter generated a 
wide-ranging debate and discussion 
on what happened and why.

Neely, a 30-year-old African Amer-
ican, had been homeless for more 
than a decade. Reports from family 
and police records indicate Neely’s 
spiral into mental illness, aggravated 
by drug abuse, accelerated and deep-
ened over that time, especially after 
his mother was murdered by his step-
father in 2007. By 2023, Neely had 
been accused of physically assault-
ing several people and had a record 
of 42 arrests, including for punching a 
67-year-old woman in the head. 

Little is known about Penny, a 

Continued on page 3

Defend Ukraine 
independence! 
Frictions grow in
Moscow over losses

Continued on page 11

Workers in Iran:
‘No way to win 
our desires except 
with our unions’
by seth galinsky

In the wake of the “Women, Life, 
Freedom” protests in Iran over the death 
of Zhina Amini, there is a marked in-
crease in labor and other social protests. 
Amini, a Kurdish woman, died after her 
arrest by the hated “morality” police, 
charged with violating the reactionary 

by Roy Landersen
Moscow’s forces are exhausted and 

hemmed in as they try to maintain their 
tenuous occupation of the destroyed 
eastern Ukrainian city of Bakhmut. 
They incurred heavy losses during 
the 10-month-long effort to take the 
city. This is sharpening conflicts in the 
Kremlin’s military command and fuel-
ing opposition at home to Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s war. 

Ukrainian forces on hills around 
Bakhmut threaten counterattacks on 
the Russian units that are taking over 
from the decimated Wagner mercenary 
troops that led Moscow’s assault there. 

In a May 24 interview with pro-war 
commentator Konstantin Dolgov, Wag-
ner chief Yevgeny Prigozhin vented his 
rage at the Russian high command for 
its failure to provide enough ammuni-

By Deborah Liatos
LOS ANGELES — At a May 26 la-

bor rally here, Laura Garza, a rail worker 
and member of the SMART-Transporta-
tion Division union, and her campaign 
supporters distributed hundreds of fly-
ers announcing she was running as the 
Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
U.S. Senate in California in 2024. 

“The power of the labor movement 
can be felt in a mobilization of our num-
bers. That strength needs to be extended 
to politics by having an independent 
working-class voice. My campaign calls 
for the formation of a labor party based 
on the unions,” Garza’s campaign flyer 

said. Unions are the key organizations 
workers have, millions strong.

Many unionists she talked to there 
responded positively to the need for a la-

Continued on page 12

Editorial
Why you should join  
the SWP campaign

 — see page 12

bor party, as opposed to supporting the 
parties of the ruling rich — the Demo-
crats and Republicans. 
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24-year-old veteran of the U.S. Ma-
rines, other than a May 20 interview 
he gave to the New York Post. 

On May 1, Neely got on the F train. 
Witnesses report he was aggressive, 
screaming at other passengers, saying 
he was fed up and demanding food 
and water. They said he shouted that 
he didn’t care about going to jail or 
dying. Juan Alberto Vasquez, another 
passenger, told the media at one point 
Neely threw his jacket to the ground 
in a way that he thought was a prelude 
to violence.

Within seconds, Vasquez said, Pen-
ny had grabbed Neely from behind 
and the two fell to the ground. An-
other man joined Penny in restraining 
Neely and a third sought to help. Pen-
ny reportedly told other passengers to 
call police.

While passengers kept the train 
stopped at the next station, it took sev-
en minutes before authorities arrived. 
By then, Neely had died. 

The subway has become one point 
where this city’s homeless, mental 
health and drug abuse crises converge 
and the consequences for working 
people are sometimes devastating. 
Millions of workers head to and from 
work on the subway every day, 24 
hours a day, with its 472 stations and 
hundreds of miles of track.

By some estimates, there are more 
than 70,000 homeless people here. 
Some 13,000 of them suffer from se-
vere mental illness, including schizo-
phrenia, bipolar disorder and depres-
sion. In a city that is the capitalist 
world’s financial capital, the absence 
of safe shelter and medical attention 
is a fact of life for thousands, and a 
symptom of the deep crisis working 

people face. Many who are homeless 
find their way to the subway looking 
to escape inclement weather, a place 
to sleep or a handout to survive.

In 2021, 2,668 people died here of 
drug overdoses, an increase of 78% 
since 2019. Fentanyl and opioids, 
among other all-too-often fatal drugs, 
flow freely on the streets. Now, stores 
are popping up in droves in a heated 
drive for profits from the sales of mari-
juana, recently legalized by the state. 
This comes just as medical studies 
show cannabis use has been tied to 30% 
of schizophrenia cases in adolescents.

The rate of felonies in the subway 
system was twice as high in 2022 as 
in 2019. Ten people were murdered 
that year, including Michelle Go, a 
40-year-old who was pushed in front 
of an oncoming subway train in Times 
Square. Ten people were wounded 
when Frank R. James unleashed gun-
fire on an N train in Brooklyn.

On May 28, 2022, a man attacked 
a woman in a Manhattan subway sta-
tion, shoving her head into a moving 
train causing severe injuries. This 
year alone, subway riders have re-
ported 450 incidents of harassment 
and assault. Many more have gone 
unreported.

Democratic Congresswoman Al-
exandria Ocasio-Cortez, City Comp-
troller Brad Lander, Rev. Al Sharpton 
and others were quick to call Penny 
a murderer and vigilante, without 
a shred of evidence. Some called 
Neely’s death an example of “white 
supremacy” on the rise and a “lynch-
ing.” These claims echo the speech 
President Joseph Biden delivered May 
13 at Howard University, where he as-
serted the “poison of white suprema-
cy” is the “most dangerous terrorist 

threat to our homeland.”
In the Post interview, Penny said, 

“This has nothing to do with race. I 
judge a person based on their char-
acter. I’m not a white supremacist.” 
He said it had everything to do with 
a broken system “that so desperately 
failed us.” 

“The smear against Penny by 
Democrats, the middle-class left and 
liberal capitalist media is especially 
pernicious,” Róger Calero, Social-
ist Workers Party candidate for New 
York City Council in District 48, 
told the Militant. “Underneath it is 
their disdain for the facts, contempt 
for working people, including our 
daily acts of solidarity and humanity 
that keep us going and help us avoid 
harm.

“The brutality and rawness of life 
— the mental health, drug and home-
less crises,” Calero said, “pose wheth-
er we just become numb, callous 
or cynical about what’s happening 
around us and to us. Or we face it, act 
on our self-worth, guard against the 
demoralization and ruin of our class, 
and chart a working-class road for-
ward that defends life and the future.

“The capitalist parties — both Dem-
ocrats and Republicans — that run this 

city and country are responsible.”
“It’s a lie that racism and white su-

premacy are on the rise,” Calero said. 
“After decades of struggle, including 
the mighty battle that tore down Jim 
Crow segregation, there is more po-
tential today to unite working people, 
regardless of skin color, in a struggle 
to protect our interests as a class, the 
working class.”

Calero said it is especially impor-
tant to insist that Penny’s constitu-
tional rights be protected. “He must 
be presumed innocent, and the onus 
is on District Attorney Alvin Bragg 
to prove beyond a reasonable doubt 
he is guilty of a crime. 

“There is no such thing as a fair 
trial under the capitalist justice sys-
tem. Bragg’s tossing constitutional 
rights aside in a drive to bring down 
former President Donald Trump is 
proof of that.”

Photo above, J.C. Rice

Increase in drug abuse, homelessness, crime are 
result of dog-eat-dog capitalism. Inset, New York 
marijuana store. Cannabis use is actively promoted 
by state government, making conditions worse.
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‘We need a labor party,’ SWP California candidate says
Continued from front page

Garza’s campaign supporters set up a 
table, with a sign in front reading, “For 
a labor party based on the unions. Laura 
Garza, Socialist Workers Party can-
didate for U.S. Senate.” It featured the 
Militant and books by SWP leaders and 
other revolutionaries. 

Unions participating in the rally 
represent more than 200,000 work-
ers with collective bargaining agree-
ments expiring in 2023. 

The protest included members of 
SAG-AFTRA, the actors’ union; IA-
TSE, the stagehands; Teamsters; ho-
tel workers in UNITE HERE; United 
Teachers Los Angeles; Service Em-
ployees International Union; United 
Food and Commercial Workers; and the 
American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees. Writers 
Guild strikers postponed regular picket-
ing to join the rally. 

The rally was held across the street 
from the California Democratic Con-
vention meeting. The Democratic Party 
holds the governorship, both U.S. sena-
tors and both houses of the state legisla-
ture, and has done so since 2011. 

Garza met Mikey Gilmore, who 
works in the entertainment industry. 
“We need to have decent wages, health 
care and a life, not just make money for 
the bosses,” she said.

“We are all here for a common cause,” 
Gilmore responded. “There’s a camara-
derie on the set.” 

“Everything is done for profits,” Gar-
za said. “All of this is about going from 
where we are today to workers taking 
power out of the hands of the ruling 
rich. That requires a big social move-

ment. We have more 
in common with work-
ers in China than with 
bosses here. Democrats 
are leading the charge 
against political rights. 
Wages are set by how 
much workers fight.”

“Unions need to 
come back,” said Writ-
ers Guild striker Monty 
Russo. “I grew up with 
unions in Lake Charles, 
Louisiana. The bosses 
wanted ‘the right to 
work’ for dirt cheap. 
Louisiana was a very 
union state and that has 
got pushed back.”

“There has to be a 
fight, a social move-
ment. We need a labor 

pion the rights of immigrant work-
ers, an essential stance to unite the 
working class to better fight for the 
rights of all.

Russo agreed. “It’s slave labor. This 
nationalist bulls--t needs to come to an 
end. There are exemptions for 10-year-
olds to work in the fields. If the ones on 
the bottom are not united they totally get 
taken advantage of.” 

He said he’s been a writer since 
1995, but didn’t qualify to get in the 
Writers Guild until 2014. “I was over 
at the Warner Brothers picket line. It 
seemed like every car that passed by 
honked in support.”

“Something is changing in the 
working class,” Garza said. “Rail 
workers, workers at Nabisco and Fri-
to-Lay, teachers and others are fight-
ing back a little more, pushing back 
against the bosses’ attacks and gain-
ing confidence in the process.”

“When we were suffering in the 
pandemic, all the billionaires got 
richer. At the top of the caste system 
in this country is wealth,” Russo said. 
“You don’t become a billionaire if you 
care about others.” 

“A labor party can fight to put in 
power a workers and farmers govern-
ment to rebuild society in the interests 
of all working people,” Garza said. 
“With power in our own hands, we 
can end the system of wage slavery 
once and for all and join in the world-
wide fight for socialism.”

SWP on ballot in Washington, 
candidates file in New Jersey

Militant/Gale Shangold

Lea Sherman, center, SWP candidate for New Jersey General Assembly, and Joanne Kuniansky, 
party’s candidate for State Senate, filed for ballot status in Trenton May 26. From left, cam-
paign supporter Rich Ariza and Osborne Hart, Philadelphia SWP City Council candidate.

by brian williams
Socialist Workers Party campaigners 

are introducing the party’s candidates 
and the working-class road forward — 
on workers’ doorsteps, at strike picket 
lines, and at protests in defense of work-
ers’ interests, like actions called to op-
pose Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. 
Through these efforts the party is gain-
ing ballot status for its candidates.

In Trenton, New Jersey, May 
26, SWP candidates in District 33, 
Joanne Kuniansky for State Senate 
and Lea Sherman for General Assem-
bly, filed over 150 signatures each, 
three times the requirement. Kunian-
sky recently joined protests by nurses 
at Clara Maass Hospital in Belleville, 
New Jersey, who are fighting for their 
first union contract. She also attend-
ed a rally by members of the Writers 
Guild of America on strike for a liv-
able wage and against attacks by the 
bosses. (See article on page 4). 

“We discuss with all the workers we 
meet the need for unions to chart an in-
dependent political course, to form their 
own party, a labor party based on the 
unions,” Kuniansky told the Militant, 
“and we’re getting a good response.” 

In Washington state, Rebecca Wil-
liamson, SWP candidate for City Coun-
cil District 5 in Seattle, was certified for 
the ballot May 18. 

The May 26 Seattle Times reported 
on the views of the 10 District 5 can-
didates. Williamson is the only work-
er among them. “The crisis we face 
comes from what the bosses’ class 
does to solve the crisis of their system 
on the backs of workers and farmers,” 
the paper quotes her. 

“At the heart of US politics is the de-
fense of Constitutional freedoms won in 
struggle,” Williamson stated. “Regard-
less of the target of unconstitutional 
searches and seizures, frame-ups and 
FBI spying and violations of due pro-
cess, these are rights that we need, and 
must be defended unconditionally.” 

In Philadelphia, SWP candidate for 
mayor Chris Hoeppner met Maurice 
Fleming May 28. Fleming is a home-
care worker. “We don’t get days off for 
holidays, our clients need round-the-
clock care,” he said. 

“I haven’t voted since Obama and 
probably shouldn’t have voted for him 
either,” he said. “Neither party has 
done anything for us.”

“Workers need to break from the 
Democrats and Republicans,” Hoeppner 
responded. “We need to build a labor 

party based on the unions.” 
Fleming described the difficulties he 

and others have experienced since the 
COVID-19 pandemic. “I know a lot of 
people who have had to move back in 
with their parents because they can’t af-
ford to live on their own.”

“Or start a family!” Hoeppner added. 
“We need a massive public-works pro-
gram to create jobs at union-scale pay 
to build the roads, bridges, hospitals, 
schools and housing that we need.” 
Fleming expressed interest in attending 
an upcoming campaign rally. 

Abby Tilsner in Philadelphia contrib-
uted to this article. 

Militant/Abby Tilsner

Chris Hoeppner, Socialist Workers Party candidate for may-
or of Philadelphia, introduces the party’s working-class pro-
gram to Maurice Fleming, a home care worker, May 28. 
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party,” Garza said.
“Those who are in power are out for 

themselves,” said Russo.
“I’m a rail worker,” Garza told him. 

“Despite the fact that the majority of 
the members of our union voted it 
down, both Democrats and Republicans 
rammed a contract down our throats that 
doesn’t address the right for rail workers 
to have time off. The crew size is down 
to two and the bosses still want to try to 
cut it down to one engineer on an up to 
3-mile-long train.”

“Yes, you really got screwed,” said 
Russo. “I didn’t like Trump, but don’t 
like Biden either. I’d like to see the 
unions pushing back against the em-
ployers.”

“Trump won because of the devasta-
tion workers face, including in the rural 
areas,” said Garza. “In over 200 coun-
ties that were carried by Obama twice, 
voters went for Trump. Workers need an 
independent road forward.” 

Things are changing
Garza said a growing number of 

workers are saying “enough is enough” 
and using their unions to fight for bet-
ter conditions. This includes the recent 
strike by school workers in Los Angeles, 
the unfolding nationwide fight by Team-
sters at UPS, the contract struggle by 
International Longshore and Warehouse 
Union members, the ongoing Writers 
Guild strike and many others. But when 
it comes to election day, we are con-
fronted year after year with calls to vote 
for a “lesser evil.” 

“I am running for Senate so there 
will be a working-class voice in the 
elections. I propose that we break 
with the capitalist rulers’ two-party 
shell game and organize our own par-
ty, a labor party based on the unions. 
No one will do it for us,” she said. 
“We can begin by discussing this with 
fellow workers and in the unions. De-
cades of experience tell us that the 
Democrats and Republicans will de-
fend the interests of the ruling class, 
which is responsible for today’s eco-
nomic, social and moral crisis.” 

“A labor party can speak and act in 
the interests of the working-class, work-
ing farmers and all those oppressed and 
exploited by capital, in the cities and 
rural areas,” Garza told those she met. 
“One that will tell the truth — that all 
political questions, from how the bosses 
run the factories and economy to their 
predatory foreign policy and wars are 
class questions. Class vs. class.” 

She said the unions need to cham-
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‘It’s tough for small farmers,’ 
Black farmers in Georgia say

Washington, D.C.

Biden, take Cuba  
off the list of ‘state  

sponsors of terrorism’!
Lift all U.S. sanctions!

Join us at the White House 
or at local protests across the country

Sunday, June 25
Sponsored by National Network 

on Cuba, visit nnoc.org

By Joanne Kuniansky
NEW YORK — Over 500 members 

and supporters of the striking Writers 
Guild of America union rallied out-
side Rockefeller Center here May 23. 
Mike Karnell, who has been a writer 
for seven years, told the Militant that 
he believes striking now is the right 
thing because “the labor movement 
has more momentum today. People 
are more connected.” 

Solidarity from other unions was evi-
dent with delegations carrying signs and 
wearing union T-shirts. All of the enter-
tainment industry unions participated 
— actors, stagehands, makeup artists, 
scenic designers, musicians and oth-
ers. Organized contingents were there 
from the United Food and Commercial 
Workers; Retail, Wholesale and Depart-
ment Store Union; Teamsters; Laborers’ 
Local 79; Communications Workers of 
America; Service Employees Interna-
tional Union Local 32BJ; and more. 

“With the industry’s shift from broad-
cast television to streaming, we have 
lost pay and benefits that were hard won 
over years,” Ian Bieberman, a writer 
for over 20 years, told the Militant. “It’s 
difficult to make a living working as 
a writer today. We had to strike to get 
what we deserve. Unite and stand up or 
they will roll over you.” 

The handwritten signs captured 
the spirit of the strike: “Do the write 
thing! Miss your show — let them 
know! No wages, no pages!” 

Joe Opio, a young New York co-
median and Writers Guild member, 
spoke at the rally. He explained that he 
was one of the four writers who shut 
down production on the Paramount+ 
series “Evil” by picketing outside the 
Brooklyn studio for eight hours. 

“The only reason we succeeded is 
because the Teamsters and the IATSE 
crew members refused to cross our 
picket line the whole night,” he said to 

cheers. “So I learned a very valuable 
lesson that night — the other unions 
are willing and ready to stand in soli-
darity with us. All we have to do is 
turn up and form a picket line.” 

The solidarity came through 
strongly from the unions on the 
speakers platform. RWDSU President 
Stuart Appelbaum said, “Whether 
we’re fighting for the rights of writ-
ers, teachers, nurses, retail workers, 
warehouse workers or construction 
workers — we are all in this togeth-
er.” New York State AFL-CIO Presi-
dent Mario Cilento and New York 
City Central Labor Council leader 
Vinnie Alvarez also spoke. 

The Guild is picketing outside stu-
dios and other production facilities in 
New York, New Jersey, Hollywood, 
California, everywhere shows are 
being done. Locations and times are 
posted on the Writers Guild website. 
Show your support!

Blue Bird workers vote in United Steelworkers union
BY JANICE LYNN

FORT VALLEY, Ga. — Socialist 
Workers Party members from At-
lanta traveled 90 miles south to talk 
with workers here about the union-
organizing drive victory at the Blue 
Bird Corp. school bus assembly plant. 
Workers voted 697-435 to be repre-
sented by the United Steelworkers 
union May 12. Blue Bird is the largest 
manufacturer of school buses in the 
country and has 1,400 workers. 

“The union is going to be a good 
thing,” James Huton told Marklyn 
Wilson. He worked at Blue Bird for 14 
years, but left due to back problems. 
“With the union, it won’t be as easy to 
get fired. The money we got was not 
enough and we got no vacation time 
to speak of.” He bought a copy of the 
Militant newspaper.

Most people we met door to door 
had heard about the union victory. 
“I’m happy for them,” Jaketa Lucas, 
an insurance worker, told Lisa Pot-
ash. “When I was little, you would 
hear about people dying in there in 
the summer.”

“They needed a union to get more 
pay. They do all that hard work and 
need to be treated fairly,” Belinda El-
lison, a former medical technician, told 
me. She bought a copy of the Militant.

Across the street, I met Elton Britt, 
67, who had worked at Blue Bird for 

23 years and retired two years ago. 
He said there had been several earlier 
union-organizing efforts that “didn’t 
go anywhere.” He said he got frustrat-
ed with management when they would 
blame the workers for not finishing 
work, when it was management’s fault 
that they didn’t have enough parts.

He noted the long hours. “It used to 
be 10 hours and you could go home. 
Then it became you would often have 
to stay 12 hours to finish the work.” 
Nevertheless, he said he liked work-
ing there, and wasn’t sure a union 
would make a difference.

Next door we met a Blue Bird logis-
tics lead who asked his name not be 
used. A 10-year veteran in the plant, he 
said he did not vote in the election be-
cause he didn’t see how a union would 
benefit him. “It will just help the new 
workers, who want more pay and more 

vacation time. After five years you get 
two vacation days,” he said. The start-
ing wage is just $16 an hour. 

After discussing how workers 
have been using their unions in fights 
around the country for better working 
conditions, he got a copy of the Mili-
tant and gave a donation.

Jimille Rumph, a retired utilities 
worker, said his brother had worked at 
Blue Bird and told him about the long 
hours and grueling pace of work. “He 
called it a ‘hot box,’” Rumph said. 
“The union is a long time coming. 
They need a better work environment. 
Those who didn’t vote for the union 
because they didn’t think it would 
help them need to understand how 
it will benefit others.” He got a Mili-
tant subscription to follow other labor 
struggles and to learn more about the 
road forward for the working class.

BY SUSAN LAMONT
QUITMAN, Ga. — “It was good to 

discuss some of our problems,” Edward 
Collier told the Militant, after a May 20 
gathering of Black farmers in the com-
munity of Dixie. Held at the Friendship 
AME Church, the forum drew 20 peo-
ple, about 12 of whom were farmers, as 
well as a representative from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

“But what is going to come from it? 
That’s what we’ll have to see.” 

Collier, who has a small herd of 
cattle now, spent 15 years working for 
the University of Georgia Extension 
office in Lowndes County and the 
next 15 years as a material handler at 
a nearby textile mill, before it closed 
its doors in 2015, all while farming 
row crops near Valdosta.

Like the others present, he has been 
to many meetings of Black farmers de-
termined to find a way to stay in farm-
ing and overcome the challenges they 
and other small farmers face. 

As the capitalist crisis deepens, giant 
food processing monopolies and gro-
cery chains chip away at the prices they 
give farmers while prices for fuel, fer-
tilizer and other farm inputs soar.

Representing the statewide AME 

church, Stan Smith was the featured 
speaker at the meeting. He explained 
that Democratic Sen. Raphael War-
nock had approached the church about 
holding meetings with Black farmers 
around the state to learn more about 
what kind of help farmers need. One 
aim was to get farmers’ input on what 
should be included in the 2023 Farm 
Bill and their support for it. 

The farmers described problems 
they have had and are still having 
with various USDA agencies and pro-
grams and the mountain of red tape 
they face getting any assistance in a 
timely way. Two young farmers at-
tended, including a 20-year-old hop-
ing for some guidance about how he 
could get a start in farming. When the 
USDA representative had little to say, 
farmer Charles Brooks said, “Come 
out to my place and let’s talk.”

“It’s tough for any small farmer,” 
Brooks told the Militant. “The white 
farmers aren’t getting the help they 
need either. We all need to work to-
gether, Black, white, Latino, every-
one. Black farmers can’t do it alone,” 
adding that he and several nearby 
Caucasian farmers often help each 
other out and share information.

Brooks grows vegetables on 35 
acres and sells his crops in grocery 
stores all over the area.

In answer to farmers who described 
the continuing problems they face get-
ting assistance from the USDA, govern-
ment representative D’Vonte Lamons 
blamed farmers themselves. “Apply, but 
don’t do anything until you hear from 
us,” he said. “An application doesn’t 
mean you’ve been approved.”

Toward the end of the meeting, I ex-
plained that Janice Lynn and myself 

had come to the event from the Socialist 
Workers Party in Atlanta to learn more 
about what small farmers face.

Participants were glad to hear about 
the recent union-organizing victory at 
Blue Bird bus company, where work-
ers voted to join the United Steelwork-
ers May 12. The plant is in nearby 
Fort Valley, north of Quitman. 

“It is important for farmers of all 
backgrounds to work together and to 
reach out to workers, who also face 
crisis conditions,” I said. “We need 
to build an alliance between workers 
and farmers, a movement of working 
people independent of the capitalist 
parties. We need a working-class par-
ty, a labor party based on the unions. 
Such a movement could fight for na-
tionalization of the land, so no farmer 
has to face the threat of foreclosure.” I 
invited farmers to speak with us fur-
ther after the meeting.

When the meeting wrapped up, 
almost everyone who was still there 
stayed around to talk. Eight farm-
ers got copies of the SWP statement 
“Building an alliance of workers and 
farmers.” Four bought subscriptions 
to the Militant and several others said 
they wanted to stay in touch. “I’m in-
terested in what you said about a la-
bor party,” said Collier. “There isn’t 
a dime’s bit of difference between the 
Democrats and Republicans.”

A follow-up meeting is planned for 
Aug. 19 at the same location. 

Janice Lynn contributed to this article.

Militant/Susan LaMont

Melvin DeShazoir, right, other Black farmers met at Friendship AME Church in Quitman, 
Georgia, May 20, along with, second from right, speaker Stan Smith and Rev. Ingram.
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on the picket line

25, 50, and 75 years ago

June 15, 1998 
Working people everywhere should 

support the fight by 5,300 transit work-
ers in Philadelphia to push back the city 
government’s attempt to deal blows to 
the Transport Workers Union.

This fight is another example of 
the increasing numbers of work-
ing people who are willing to fight. 
They join the ranks of other workers 
engaged in battles, such as the strik-
ing unionists at Titan Tire in Des 
Moines, and coal miners on strike in 
western Pennsylvania.

Broader layers of workers want to 
stand up to the bosses’ demands for 
“management rights” and other at-
tempts to run roughshod over our 
wages, working conditions, and rights. 
Many working people can identify 
with the opposition to the two-tier 
wage system and part-time work. In 
fighting for greater class solidarity, the 
transit workers show how all working 
people can defend our interests. 

June 15, 1973
LOS ANGELES — King-sized bor-

der patrol vans are cruising the main 
streets of Chicano barrios here. They 
pull up at bus stops and simply arrest 
people unable to produce proof of citi-
zenship or legal residency. Immigration 
patrol squadrons comb the sweatshops 
of the garment district, taking out work-
ers without papers. In a 10-day period 
nearly 3,000 people have been dumped 
across the border.

The central force in the efforts to 
stop the roundups is CASA Herman-
dad General de Trabajadores. Leader 
Bert Corona urged massive marches, 
demonstrations, and other protests 
against the Immigration and Natural-
ization Service.

He expressed the hope that all work-
ing people would see the need to come 
to the defense of the Spanish-speaking 
and other foreign-born being victim-
ized. “We can’t let them divide us by go-
ing first after one group, then another.” 

June 14, 1948
While Hitler’s barbarous uprooting 

of whole peoples in Europe is generally 
known to the public, not much atten-
tion has been paid to a similar page in 
recent American history. This was the 
shameful forced evacuation of 120,000 
persons of Japanese ancestry from the 
Pacific coast and Alaska in 1941.

Americans of Japanese descent were 
torn from their homes, shipped to con-
centration camps and separated from 
their families. They could take with 
them only those possessions they could 
carry on their persons.

Real estate and business interests 
put the pressure on the Army to de-
port the Americans of Japanese de-
scent. While they were incarcerated 
in the “relocation” camps their farms 
were sold for unpaid taxes, furniture 
seized for unpaid rents, their once-
flourishing businesses in wholesale 
fruits, vegetables and fishing were 
seized by competitors. 

Delta airline workers rally for 
the right to unionize

ATLANTA — Delta airline workers 
here fighting for union representation 
held a spirited rally at the Hartsfield-
Jackson airport May 25. In-flight 
crew members are seeking represen-
tation from the Association of Flight 
Attendants; ramp and cargo workers 
from the International Association of 
Machinists; and mechanics from the 
Teamsters. Workers from all three 
unions, as well as supporters from oth-
er area unions, came together, present-
ing a united effort for the campaign to 
win union recognition.

Over 100 unionists participated, 
spread out at several arrival gates. They 
chanted, “Who’s got the power, we got 
the power, union power.”

“I’m helping to win union support,” 
Kara Dupuis, who has worked as a Delta 
flight attendant for eight years, told the 
Militant. “We need a voice and to win 
respect. Delta management has no idea 
what our working conditions are like.”

A flyer distributed by the three unions 
noted some of the issues they are fight-
ing for: “A fair sick pay policy; Respect 
for our days off; Scheduling protections; 
Safe equipment; Affordable, compre-
hensive healthcare.”

“For decades management has used 
union-busting tactics to create divi-
sion and cool organizing,” the flyer 
pointed out.

“I’m for a union because it’s impor-
tant that we be treated with equity. 
It’s our legal right to organize, and we 
won’t be intimidated,” Gameli Ap-
piah, who has worked as a ramp agent 
since 2018, said.

Among those who came to support 
the union effort were Teamster mem-
bers who work for UPS, who are in the 
midst of a fight to win a decent contract. 
Jimmi Hadley, a UPS package car driv-
er, told the Militant, “It’s important that 
organized labor is coming together to 
fight for what’s fair for workers.”

Wheelchair attendants, members of 
the Service Employees International 
Union, came out to show their sup-
port. Union pilots also joined the rally. 

Jennifer Bennett, a member of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, said, “I’m out here 
to support my fellow workers. It’s im-
portant we have each other’s backs, to 
know we are not alone.”

—	 Janice Lynn

Medical supplies workers strike 
in Sydney, win pay raise

SYDNEY — “We are striking for 
more wages,” said Joe Matthews on the 
picket line outside the Onelink distribu-
tion center here May 23. “All we want 
is a fair go.” United Workers Union 
members at the warehouse first walked 
out May 15 and have held a series of 24-
hour strikes.

“Look at expenses with inflation. Ex-
penses are getting so high and people 
are struggling,” he added. “We’re low 
income. We need to keep up in these 
testing times.”

After five days of strike action the 
unionists returned to work May 24. 
They won a 7% wage increase for the 
first year, 3% for two subsequent years 
and improvements in severance pay.

Onelink is one of a number of com-
panies owned by EBOS Group. Some 
80 workers are employed at its large 
warehouse here. A UWU media release 
points out at other EBOS sites “workers 
were paid $4 to $7 an hour more than 
the Onelink workers. In the meantime, 
EBOS recorded a profit of almost $150 
million in 2022.”

Onelink’s main contract is to supply 
gloves, masks and other medical goods 
to public hospitals. “The government 
pays EBOS to distribute to hospitals,” 
said Matthews. It made 150 million 
Australian dollars ($98 million) profit 
“at the taxpayers’ expense. They get all 
the profits and we get no appreciation.”

Adrian Mares, another striking 
worker, pointed to how the company 
had chained up the front gate beside 
the picket. “As though we’d go in and 
sabotage it!” he exclaimed. “They’re 
disrespectful. They treat us like sec-
ond-class citizens.”

The workers were also striking for 
more severance pay. Matthews said the 

government contract “will run out in 
two years and we don’t know if we will 
have a job after that.”

“Workers join the union because of 
the unity and support they can get,” 
he said.

— Janet Roth

Over 300 Montreal Steelworkers 
strike Owens Illinois over wages

MONTREAL — “There’s nothing 
moving in the plant,” striker Serge La-
tendresse told the Militant on the picket 
line in front of Owens Illinois, Quebec’s 
only glass factory, May 27. Over 300 
United Steelworkers Local 206G mem-
bers walked out May 10 after rejecting 
an insulting company offer of merely 1% 
each year of a three-year contract, well 
below inflation. 

Strikers warmly greeted three Bak-
ery, Confectionery, Tobacco Workers 
and Grain Millers Local 55 members as 
we brought donuts and solidarity. It was 
noisy, as passing drivers — everyone 
from firemen in their truck to cyclists 
with bike bells — sounded their sup-
port. “A lot of locals have come to see 
what we’re doing out here, and when we 
explain, they say, ‘keep it up!’” Christo-
pher Dupuis told us. 

“In the last two years, we’ve fallen 
6% behind on wages,” Latendresse said. 
“During the pandemic, we got pizza 
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Medical supplies workers in Sydney, members of United Workers Union, picket Onelink 
distribution center May 23 during strike for wage raise and improved severance pay.  

once — and half of us got sick from it. 
We got no raise, no extra pay during 
COVID. Now they’ve offered us what 
they think we’re worth — 1%.” 

He explained the tradition among 
Steelworkers locals of mutual sup-
port, including regular financial 
backing. “With all the unions who are 
contributing, we can thumb our noses 
at the company.” USW locals at Arce-
lorMittal and other companies in the 
region have already sent thousands of 
dollars in support. 

Owens Illinois is the world’s biggest 
glass manufacturer, operating in over 20 
countries. This is the first strike at the 
Montreal plant in 40 years. 

“The company says it’s ‘green.’ 
That’s their battle horse, but it’s more 
of a Trojan horse,” said striker Anthony 
Bocquet. “This is a fight employees are 
going to have to wage inside the plant.” 
Glass is infinitely recyclable, strikers 
said, but the Quebec government has not 
implemented this program at the plant. 

“Instead, it’s brought in from On-
tario. That’s more pollution with truck 
and train transport,” Latendresse added. 
“And the bottles in your green bin here 
end up in the landfill.” 

“We don’t even get gloves that pre-
vent burns,” Bocquet said. “And we 
work with glass at a melting point of 
1,400 degrees C.” 

The picket line is up 24/7. Drop by 
2376 Wellington St. in Montreal, or 
the warehouse in LaSalle. Help get 
out the word! 

—	 Katy LeRougetel

Union leader in Cambodia  
jailed over casino strike

A court in Cambodia jailed union 
leader Chhim Sithar for two years May 
25 for leading a strike at NagaWorld, the 
country’s only casino. She and eight oth-
er current and former union members 
of Labour Rights Supported Union of 
Khmer Employees of NagaWorld were 
convicted of “incitement to commit a 
felony or disturb social security.” 

In April 2021 bosses at NagaWorld 
announced they were firing over 1,300 
workers, about half of them union 
members. Sithar was arrested during a 
protest there in January 2022. She was 
charged with “incitement” and incar-
cerated for two months. She was then 
rearrested in November. 

“This is a clear case of the Cambo-
dian government waging an anti-union 
campaign against Chhim Sithar and her 
union,” Michele O’Neil, president of 
the Australian Confederation of Trade 
Unions, said in a statement, demanding 
she be released immediately. 

— Brian Williams
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Help build fight in East Palestine
explains the direct tie between the fight 
of rail workers against the consequences 
on us of the bosses’ profit drive and this 
disaster. We have a common fight.”

Wagner described how rail unionists 
have been fighting against dangerous 
conditions on the job — cuts in crucial 
maintenance, layoffs and more work 
pushed on the backs of the remaining 
workers, crew cuts, longer hours, work-
ing on call 24/7 and more. These en-
danger not just the workers, but all those 
who live or work by the tracks.

Rail locals in Nebraska have adopted 
statements in solidarity with the fight in 
East Palestine and plan to send them to 
their international unions and others. Of-
ficers of a Teamsters local in California 
sent a message endorsing the rail unions’ 
support of East Palestine residents.

This perspective made sense. “I know 
a rail union member I can talk to,” Shel-
by Walker, who lives a block from the 
derailment site, said. McCollum said, 
“My boyfriend works at a pipe mill and 
is a member of the United Steelworkers 
union. I’ll talk to him about the idea of 
them inviting me to speak to their union 
meeting about supporting us.” 

Daren Gambla said he’s retired after 
30 years as a union bricklayer, but still 
has contacts. 

“What’s possible and can bring the 
most needed help is for union locals here 
to organize their members to bring their 
weight to bear. And they can call on 
their national organizations to publicize 
the fight and explain how the health and 
safety of workers is directly linked to the 
health and safety of these communities,” 
Wagner said. 

“Another connection is oil and chemi-
cal plants, which are organized by the 
United Steelworkers union. Three major 
fires have broken out in refineries and 
chemical plants in Texas in the last three 
weeks. One is in the town of Deer Park, 
where the vinyl chloride that was spilled 
and burned here came from,” she said.

Mary Martin, visiting from Minneap-
olis, pointed to the upcoming June 21-23 
meetings of the National Transportation 
Safety Board in East Palestine as an op-
portunity to mobilize support, particu-
larly union members, for the fight. 

The NTSB announcement says they 
are holding a special June 21 commu-
nity meeting at the East Palestine High 
School for area residents from both Ohio 
and Pennsylvania to ask questions about 
its “safety investigation to determine the 
probable cause of the Norfolk Southern 
Railway train derailment, hazardous 
materials release and fires.” 

“Both rail workers and people here 
would have a lot to say about that!” Mar-
tin said.

Media, government disdain
“The National Review recently pub-

lished an editorial complaining that the 
East Palestine derailment was an ‘isolat-
ed and sensationalized’ event,” Wagner 
said. “What they mean by ‘sensational-
ized’ is that you guys won’t go away and 
shut up. That’s important. And of course, 
we’ve all seen the continuing stream of 
derailments since, including in Ohio.”

The meeting took place at a hotel here 
where a number of people displaced by 
the derailment are staying. “My family 
saw the fire from our porch and left town 
that night,” McCollum said. She and her 
son have been living in a hotel since. “I 
feel like a prisoner.” 

“The Environmental Protection Agen-

cy says that testing results of the soil take 
six to eight weeks,” Gambla said. “How 
was it that they deemed it safe for us to 
return to our homes in 48 hours after they 
burned off the vinyl chloride? When my 
wife spends a half hour in town, she gets 
sick. My foster kids get sick.” 

Zsuzsa Gyenes and her 9-year-old son 
have tested positive for vinyl chloride. 
“But my doctor doesn’t know what to do 
about it,” she said. One of the demands 
raised by their group is for the railroad 
to pay for independent medical attention 
by doctors, chosen by the residents, who 
are experienced in treating chemical ex-
posure.

Several expressed frustration in trying 
to get aid the rail bosses say they’ll pro-
vide for relocating or reimbursement for 
expenses. “There’s no consistency,” Gy-
enes explained. “One person goes in the 
Norfolk Southern Help Center and gets 
aid. The next one they deny it.” 

Geordan Reynolds explained she lives 
near Sulfur Run Creek where the runoff 
from the chemical spill and water used 
to fight the fires flowed into. The rainwa-
ter that gets into her basement has rain-
bows of chemical sheen. “They intimi-
date you, especially if you’re a woman 
going in alone,” she said. “They tell you 
to put out the money for a hotel and later 
you’ll get reimbursed. But my husband 
and I don’t have the money to do that.” 

“And all the extra expenses we have 
laid out that the railroad reimburses are 
set as taxable income!” Gambla added.

Jami Wallace, who took the initia-
tive to organize the Unity Council, 
called Wagner later. She is a former 
executive board member of Service 
Employees International Union 1199 
at Ohio State University in Cleveland. 
“There were five different unions 
there, but we all faced the same is-
sues,” Wallace said. “I organized a 
Unity Council so we could act togeth-
er. That’s where I got the idea for the 

East Palestine Unity Council.” 
She said she’s organizing to get let-

ters to Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine signed 
by union officers supporting the demand 
that he declare a state of emergency in 
East Palestine. This would free up more 
funding for area residents. “I’ve started 
contacting SEIU officers I know about 
getting that union on board,” Wallace 
explained. 

“East Palestine is a union issue com-
pletely connected to the fights for health 
and safety on the job,” Wagner said. 
“The fight here needs union power.” 
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Rail worker and SWP member Candace Wagner, left, speaks with Nancy Felger, a retired health 
care worker and former SEIU shop steward, at her home in East Palestine, Ohio, May 25.

Workers in East Palestine discuss politics, derailment
by Mary Martin

EAST PALESTINE, Ohio — At the 
street fair going on here, Nancy Felger, 
a retired health care worker and former 
shop steward of her Service Employees 
International Union local, told Socialist 
Workers Party member Candace Wag-
ner that she heard that Norfolk Southern 
paid for the kids’ rides at the fair.

“Here’s an idea,” Felger said, “How 
about the CEO of Norfolk Southern gets 
in the dunk tank — where you hit the 
target with a softball and he goes down 
in the tank — but fill the tank with water 
from Leslie Run!” Leslie Run is a creek 
in East Palestine now thoroughly con-
taminated by vinyl chloride and other 
chemicals that got into area waterways 
after the Norfolk Southern derailment, 
fires and chemical leaks in February.

Felger was one of many working peo-
ple Wagner and two other SWP mem-
bers met on their doorsteps May 25. Fel-
ger’s comments reflect the widespread 
disgust with the rail bosses and govern-
ment agencies that refuse to listen to the 
workers and farmers and make light of 
concerns about their homes, medical 
care, and the situation facing people 
who were forced to leave home, some 
suffering ongoing effects from toxic 
contamination. We heard many stories 
of the contempt and bureaucratic red 
tape workers face  when they try to ap-
ply for housing, medical testing and oth-
er programs they were promised.

Many were interested in discussing 
how their situation is similar to what rail 
workers, chemical refinery workers and 
others face.

Candace Wagner, a railroad conduc-
tor in Pennsylvania and member of the 
SMART-TD union, told Felger that what 
they face from the rail bosses and the 
government — which barred them from 
striking last fall — reflects their laser-
focused concern for profits and disdain 
for our rights and our lives.

She pointed to attacks on constitu-
tional rights by the Joseph Biden ad-

ministration and its use of the FBI as a 
partisan assault force against its politi-
cal opponents. This includes the armed 
FBI raid on former President Donald 
Trump’s Florida home and the growing 
mountain of charges filed against him. 
“My party doesn’t support Trump, or 
any capitalist politician, but we know 
these assaults will always come back on 
the working class,” Wagner said.

Felger agreed, saying, “You know I 
voted for Trump but I won’t vote for him 
again. But yes, the raid on his home and 
now these charges against him are all 
being overdone.” Felger took a copy of 
the Militant to read more and said she 
would consider getting a subscription.

Scott Mason, a 53-year-old machinist 
at a nonunion plant in the area, lives two 
blocks from the site of the derailment 
and fires. He’s an army veteran from 
Washington’s Desert Storm war against 
Iraq in 1991. Mason said his brothers 
were among the soldiers deployed dur-
ing the ‘turkey shoot” on the road to 
Basra there. He said they described hor-
rific scenes they can’t forget and that he 
didn’t want to learn about.

Mason said he has little faith in the 
policies put forward by Democrats and 
Republicans, at home or internationally. 
He was raised to think the Democrats 

were somehow better for the working 
man, he said, “but it seems the two par-
ties have changed places and done a 180 
degree turn as far as what they push for.”

Party member Dave Ferguson told 
him we think working people need to 
break with the Democrats and Republi-
cans and form a labor party based on the 
unions. “Yes, that really sounds like the 
right idea,” Mason said.

Ferguson showed him the Militant’s 
coverage of the struggle by working 
people in East Palestine since the derail-
ment. Ferguson said the paper is helping 
get the word out and their fight is part 
of increased labor resistance we are see-
ing. He told him about numerous strikes 
by his union, the Bakery, Confectionery, 
Tobacco Workers, and Grain Millers.

Mason decided to subscribe, and 
looked over the book The Low Point of 
Labor Resistance Is Behind Us: The So-
cialist Workers Party Looks Forward. 
Pointing to the photo on the book’s cov-
er of crowds at a cemetery in Iran gath-
ered to protest the death of Zhina Amini 
at the hands of the hated morality police, 
he said, “The killing of that woman in 
Iran over her headscarf was terrible. We 
have come way too far in history to keep 
things the same as they were in another 
century. It is just not right.”

Toxic chemical fires poison East Texas
by john studer

Since the beginning of May there 
have been three fires at refineries and 
chemical plants near Houston, with one 
worker dead and over a dozen injured. 
Like the disaster in East Palestine, Ohio, 
these dangers are a product of the drive 
for profit by the bosses and the help they 
get from the government. 

For years a string of fires, explo-
sions and toxic releases have affected 
the highly industrial area near subur-
ban Houston residential neighborhoods 
where many workers live. 

On May 5 a massive heavy oil fire 
and black plume of particulates broke 
out at the Pemex-Shell complex in Deer 
Park, sending nine workers to the hospi-
tal. It took three days for area firefighters 
to finally extinguish the flames. 

Black plumes over a chemical fire, 
there as well as in East Palestine, mean 
that chemical particles settle down in 
nearby working-class neighborhoods. 
The Deer Park fire burned olefins, which 
include the carcinogen 1,3-butadiene. 

A week later a Marathon Petroleum 
Continued on page 11
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‘A genuine revolution means leading the millions’
Class struggle in the US today, the Cuban Revolution and building a proletarian party

The following are the remarks by 
Mary-Alice Waters at an April 25 pre-
sentation in Havana of the book The 
Low Point of Labor Resistance Is Be-
hind Us: The Socialist Workers Party 
Looks Forward by Jack Barnes, Steve 
Clark and Waters. Waters is a member 
of the National Committee of the So-
cialist Workers Party and president of 
Pathfinder Press.

Held amid preparations in Havana 
and across Cuba to celebrate May 1, 
International Workers Day, the event 
was sponsored by the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of Cuba 
and held at the national headquarters 
of the Cuban Institute for Friendship 
with the Peoples (ICAP). Participants 
were welcomed by Leima Martínez, 
ICAP’s director for North America. 
Noemí Rabaza, first vice president of 
ICAP, spoke along with Waters and 
chaired the meeting (see news article 
in the May 22 issue of the Militant).

Copyright © 2023 by Pathfinder 
Press. Reprinted by permission.

Steve Clark and myself — is about the 
political manifestations of the sharpen-
ing class struggle in the U.S. today. The 
centerpiece of the book is a document 
drafted six months ago by the SWP lead-
ership. After three months of discussion 
and votes by party members in branches 
across the country, it was adopted in De-
cember 2022 by delegates to the party’s 
49th constitutional convention.

The book is now being used from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, as well as 
internationally, to educate and win 
workers and youth to a 
revolutionary working-
class course of action.

The imperialist epoch
The class struggle in the 

United States, as in every 
country, doesn’t begin with 
its own historical, cultural 
and political idiosyncrasies. 
It begins as an integral part 
of the world.

We begin with the con-
sequences of the fact that we live in 
the imperialist epoch, at a time when 
the seeming stability of the world order 
imposed by the victors of World War II 
continues to unravel. That process has 
been accelerated by the first major land 
war in Europe in almost eight decades. 
Trade, capital, and currency wars — 
often harbingers of armed conflicts to 
come — have sharpened. A renewed 
arms race, including nuclear weapons, 
is unfolding. Jew-hatred is once again 
on the rise worldwide, in word and deed. 
And the dominant imperialist power is 
in relative decline, with no replacement 
in the wings.

Amid the breakdowns, conflicts and 
wars that are coming, only one thing is 
certain. Unless the working class and its 
allies develop the confidence and con-
sciousness that we must take the power 
to wage war out of the hands of the capi-
talist rulers in the U.S. and around the 
globe, there will be another world war. 
A war of unimaginable consequences.

For the Socialist Workers Party this 
historical truth is not cause for despair. 
Such an apocalypse is not inevitable. 
It depends on the actions of the inter-
national working class and its political 
vanguard. It depends on us — all of us.

What’s more, we have one important 

advantage today over previous genera-
tions. The victorious socialist revolution 
in Cuba, made possible by workers and 
farmers under the leadership of Fidel, 
gives us a living example we can learn 
from. Fidel’s recognition in action from 
January 1959 onward that a genuine 
revolution — and the forging of a com-
munist leadership — required reaching 
far beyond the thousands of men and 
women in uniforms of the Rebel Army 
and July 26 Movement. It meant leading 
the millions being won to the revolu-
tion. It meant organizing and mobilizing 
those whose uniforms, in Fidel’s words, 
“were the work shirts of workers and 
farmers and other men and women of 
the people.”

No leadership since Lenin and the 
Bolsheviks has understood and acted on 
that fact so confidently and so unswerv-
ingly as the leadership of Cuba’s social-
ist revolution. Fidel first and foremost.

These are historical facts that guide 
the political course of the Socialist 
Workers Party.

Response to intensified exploitation
Briefly, I want to point to four of the 

political assessments at the center of 
this book.

First. As the title affirms, in the past 
two years we’ve seen a small but im-
portant increase in the number and 
geographical distribution of industrial 
strikes, job actions and acts of prole-
tarian solidarity. More significant than 
their size and number, however, is 
what’s driving them.

In many cases the issue for the 
workers on strike is not only, or even 
primarily, wages. They are demand-
ing changes in the intolerable and dan-
gerous conditions of work that take a 
heavier and heavier toll on health and 
family relations. 

●● issues of job safety, for example, 
when the bosses disable or refuse to 
install protective features on machin-
ery, and demand workers perform 
jobs for which they have not received 
adequate training.

●● 12-hour workdays of intense labor 
with few breaks, sometimes six or even 
seven days a week.

●● contracts that penalize workers 

if they are absent even one day due to 
sickness.

●● forced overtime and irregular 
shifts leaving no time for family, for 
rest, recreation, union or social activity. 
Workers call them “divorce shifts,” and 
“suicide shifts.”

To give this reality its proper name — 
it’s the result of the owners’ intensifica-
tion of the exploitation of labor. Some 
of the social consequences of this profit-
driven assault are shown by charts you’ll 
find in this book.

Inflation-adjusted wages have been 
almost flat for half a century and have 
begun sliding again the past three years. 
Life expectancy in the U.S. has fallen to 
the lowest level in a quarter century. The 
birthrate stands at less than half of what 
it was in 1950. Suicide rates have soared 
among adolescents, working farmers, 
and veterans of Washington’s wars in 
Afghanistan, Iraq and elsewhere. Drug 
use is now the leading cause of death for 
men in their prime working years, while 
alcoholism is again increasing, and 
gambling addiction is at all-time highs.

Starting and maintaining a family is 
increasingly beyond the reach of young 
men and women in the working class 
and among other exploited and worse-
off middle layers. Apartment rents and 
mortgage payments are on the rise, as 
are prices for food, gas, health care, 
schooling, child care and other basics.

The freight train derailment last Feb-
ruary in East Palestine, Ohio, which was 
widely reported here in Cuba and else-
where around the world, captures many 
elements of today’s social catastrophe: 
tens of thousands of gallons of toxic 
chemicals were spilled over a huge area, 
endangering the lives and livelihoods of 
many thousands of working-class and 
farm families. It was not an “accident.” 
It was due to nothing but the rail owners’ 
drive to increase their profit rate. One of 
the safety features, a heat sensor, which 
would have warned crew members of 
a problem in time to stop the train, had 
been calibrated to render it useless.

More and more workers are saying 
“Enough!” to the unbridled power of the 
capitalist owners. They’re finding each 
other increasingly ready to fight back, 

Socialist Workers Party 
leader speaks 

at Havana meeting

Militant photos by Martín Koppel 

April 25 book presentation in Havana at headquarters 
of Cuban Institute for Friendship with the Peoples. 
Inset, from left, Mary-Alice Waters; ICAP leader Noemí 
Rabaza, who chaired and spoke. In Cuba, Rabaza said, 
the government represents workers’ class interests not 
those of the capitalists. “What Noemí says is important,” 
Waters noted in discussion period. Cuba’s socialist revo-
lution is a beacon worldwide and set the example for 
working people in the U.S., too. “Alone we’ll be defeat-
ed. Fighting together, we can win,” Waters ended. 

BY MARY-ALICE WATERS
Thank you Noemí and Leima for 

your warm welcome and introductory 
remarks.

And a heartfelt thanks to all our 
compañeros and compañeras here at 
ICAP for hosting this special event to-
day. On behalf of both Pathfinder Press 
and the Socialist Workers Party leader-
ship, I also want to convey our apprecia-
tion to the comrades here representing 
the Central Committee of the party for 
their initiatives and efforts that made 
this meeting possible.

It’s a privilege to have an opportunity 
to discuss the class struggle unfolding in 
the United States and the revolutionary 
course open to us with an audience like 
this of young people, workers and com-
munist leaders. We look forward to your 
observations, questions and opinions.

The book Pathfinder Press is pre-
senting here this afternoon — The Low 
Point of Labor Resistance Is Behind Us: 
The Socialist Workers Party Looks For-
ward, whose authors are Jack Barnes, 

AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana

Dec. 13, 2022, rail workers rally in Washington for national contract. Small but impor-
tant increase in job actions has taken place as workers fight intolerable and dangerous 
job conditions and inhumane shifts, not just for wage gains in face of rising inflation. Continued on next page
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and eager to discuss how to win. The 
idea that safety and job conditions — 
questions of life and death — should be 
under the control of the workers them-
selves gets a broader hearing.

To say the low point of labor resis-
tance is behind us is not a prediction 
about the pace or scope of new battles 
on the horizon. It tells us what has al-
ready happened, the political opportu-
nities that are opening up, and what to 
prepare for.

I’ll give one other concrete example 
that registers what has changed. Last 
weekend members of the Socialist 
Workers Party participated in the an-
nual Los Angeles book fair, which 
draws tens of thousands of working 
people and youth. In the course of two 
days, they sold almost 90 subscriptions 
to our weekly newspaper, the Militant, 
and some 235 books. The best seller 
was the title we’re discussing here today 
in Havana. In short, they sold as many 
books and subscriptions in two days 
as they had sold in two months a year 
earlier. And the numbers would have 
been higher had they not run out of both 
books and papers.

Sharpening class divisions
Second. There is a deepening social 

and political polarization in the U.S. on 
numerous questions. These divisions 
register above all sharpening class di-
visions. The well-remunerated profes-
sional and middle-class meritocracy is 
pressing to impose its class values and 
meeting strong resistance from broad 
layers of working people. To mention a 
few examples:

●● The burdens spawned by capital-
ist-fueled social ills often fall heaviest 
on women, especially in the exploited 
classes. There can be no road to ending 
women’s oppression without dealing 
with the social crises bearing down on 
families of the working class and ad-
dressing the challenges and responsibil-
ities women shoulder for care of family 
members and as the bearers of new life. 
The bourgeois and leftist middle-class 
misleaders of organizations claiming 
to defend women’s rights, however, ob-
fuscate the roots of women’s oppression 
in class society. They ignore the family 
and social issues that must be addressed 
and largely reduce the fight for women’s 

‘A genuine revolution means leading the millions’
equality to abortion access. They then 
further reduce it to an electoral is-
sue in hopes of winning votes for the 
Democratic Party. Women’s emanci-
pation — which is impossible without 
a woman’s access to medically safe 
and legal control over reproduction — 
is inseparable from the working-class 
fight to create the material and social 
conditions that will enable women and 
men to realize our full humanity. That 
is the political battle we must win.

●● Fueled by horrendous mass 
shootings in schools, churches, syna-
gogues and shopping centers in recent 
years, many who call themselves “pro-
gressives” blame “backward” workers 
and farmers for clinging to their guns. 
They campaign against individual gun 
ownership as the cause of mass shoot-
ings and demand new restrictions or 
outright bans on the purchase and 
possession of guns. But guns are not 
the cause of these events. They are a 
product of the social crises produced 
by capitalism and the stresses that tear 
apart tens of millions of families.

●● There are heated confrontations 
between parents and school administra-
tors over the imposition of classroom 
programs that separate children by skin 
color and teach those whose skins are 
white that they are racists by birth. On 
the panel at the front here displaying 
photos from the book we’re discuss-
ing, you’ll find a picture of two young 
girls holding up signs saying, “I’m not 
an oppressor!” It captures the political 
content and intensity of these clashes.

●● Another flashpoint is the expan-
sion of “gender-fluid” schooling for 
children — even as young as kindergar-
ten — teaching them that the sex they 
were supposedly “assigned” at birth is 
irrelevant. They are neither male nor fe-
male, they’re told, and can choose what 
they want from a long list of “genders.” 
Teenagers in the throes of the sexual 
misery of adolescence are urged to un-
dergo “gender reassignment” surgery 
and hormone therapy. Confrontations 
over male transgender athletes compet-
ing in women’s sports have become an-
other battlefront. Anyone defending the 
biological fact that there are two sexes 
risks becoming the target of social 
media mobs libeling them as “trans-
phobes.”

●● These conflicts, and many oth-

ers, are not primarily an expression of 
divisions within bourgeois politics, al-
though they are often exploited by bour-
geois politicians hoping to divert atten-
tion from the fundamental issues and 
rustle votes. As the SWP resolution un-
derscores, “Whatever the camouflage,” 
these conflicts “ultimately reflect class 
divisions.”

Defend constitutional freedoms
Third. Defending protections and 

freedoms enumerated in the U.S. 
Constitution, as the SWP resolution 
explains, “is at the center of the class 
struggle today.” These protections — 
under assault by the federal govern-
ment, its political police such as the 
FBI, and both ruling political parties — 
are freedoms won by working people in 
class battles over two and a half centu-
ries, including one of the bloodiest civil 
wars in history.

The U.S. Constitution originated as 
the constitution of a mercantile bour-
geois republic. The working-class van-
guard doesn’t politically defend or sup-
port it. Inscribed in that constitution, 
however, are hard-won written protec-
tions against abuses and the abridg-
ment of a number of freedoms by the 
capitalist state.

The First Amendment incorporated 
in the Constitution states, “Con-
gress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or 
of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble and to peti-
tion the government for a redress of 
grievances.”

“A well regulated militia, being 
necessary” the Second Amend-
ment says, “the right of the people 
to keep and bear Arms shall not be 
infringed.”

Other amendments guarantee the 
“right of the people to be secure in 
their persons, houses, papers, and ef-
fects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures.” In criminal proceed-
ings, the Sixth Amendment guar-
antees the right to trial by a jury of 
one’s peers, the right to a defense at-
torney, and the right to confront your 
accusers and see the evidence being 
presented against you.

Whenever these freedoms are 

abused — whether the target is a former 
U.S. president, or a small family shop 
owner victimized for affirming their re-
ligious beliefs — class-conscious work-
ers must speak out. No matter who is 
the target to begin with, we know from 
history that the precedent set by any 
breach of such protections will be used 
sooner or later to go after trade unions, 
workers on strike, working-class parties 
and organizations of the oppressed.

In the 1930s, when genuine fascist 
forces with world connections were 
growing in the U.S. and demanding the 
right to assemble, the Socialist Workers 
Party defended their right to do so. And 
when 20,000 Nazi supporters filled 
Madison Square Garden in New York 
City in February 1939, some 50,000 
workers responded to the call issued by 
the SWP to answer that threat — not by 
reinforcing illusions in capitalist courts 
and legislative bodies, but in action and 
on the streets.

Contrary to what some on the left 
light-mindedly claim, there is no grow-
ing fascist movement in the U.S. right 
now. Constitutionally protected free-
doms are under assault above all today 
by the capitalist state, as well as privi-
leged but relatively insecure profession-
al and middle-class layers who consider 
themselves “progressives.”

University campuses have become 
breeding grounds for activities aimed at 
silencing fellow students and professors 
who disagree with your views. Wheth-

er under the flag of “cancel culture,” 
“critical race theory,” the anti-Jewish 
“Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions” 
movement or something else, these are 
reactionary forces alien to the working 
class and its allies.

Another registration of class polar-
ization and unraveling of the bourgeois 
rule of law is the criminalization of po-
litical differences within the ruling class 
and its political parties. The Democratic 
Party majority of the House of Repre-
sentatives voted twice to impeach Don-
ald Trump during his presidency. Now 
the first of what will likely be multiple 
indictments of Trump for other alleged 
crimes or civil suits has been handed 
down. The House of Representatives, 
today Republican controlled, is prepar-
ing payback for President Joseph Biden 
and members of his family. And it won’t 
stop there. We’ve seen the consequenc-
es of this criminalization of opponents 
in bourgeois politics elsewhere in recent 
years. The example of Brazil is one that 
most of us are familiar with.

Building a working-class vanguard
Fourth. Forging a proletarian party.
In a discussion with a young visitor 

to the Pathfinder stand at the Havana 
book fair two months ago, I was asked: 
“Why do you put so much emphasis on 
the working class? Isn’t that exclusion-
ary? Doesn’t it diminish the impor-
tance of the struggle against racism, 
patriarchy, transphobia, destruction of 
the environment?”

The answer I gave her was not com-
plicated.

The working class itself is the most 
inclusive social formation in the U.S. 
or any other capitalist state. Tens of 
millions of working people are targets 
of racism, sexism and/or every other 
prejudice and form of oppression fo-
mented by capitalist society and used 
to divide us, to set us against each 
other. Workers are actively engaged in 
defending themselves and each other, 
on and off the job, every day.

But that’s just the beginning of an an-
swer. Only the working class, created by 
capitalism itself, has the social weight, 
economic power — and absence of any 
class stake of its own in capitalist ex-
ploitation and rule — to lead the politi-
cal battle necessary to take state power 
and establish a government that defends 
the interests of working people, the vast 
majority of humanity.

Only the working class, leading its 
allies — “los humildes,” to borrow Fi-
del’s words — can build a new econom-
ic foundation for all social relations. A 
foundation that for the first time in mil-
lennia is not built on private ownership 
of the land and productive property, 
exploitation, and oppression by a small 
minority of wealthy ruling families. 
That’s the course presented in Labor, 
Nature, and the Evolution of Humanity: 
The Long View of History, a recently 
published companion to the book we 
are discussing today. 

And — as the socialist revolution 
made by the workers and farmers of 
Cuba confirmed — it is only through 
what will be titanic class battles to take 
power out of the hands of today’s rulers 
and begin the transformation of soci-
ety that a vanguard of millions can be 
forged. Only along that road will mil-
lions of human beings, shaped by capi-
talist society, transform themselves as 
they fight to transform their world.

The greatest obstacle working people 
face is overcoming the view of our-
selves drummed into us by capitalist 
society from the day we are born. As 
Malcolm X expressed it, we don’t need 
to be awakened to our oppression. We 
need to be awakened to our worth. To 
what we are capable of achieving.

A socialist revolution in the U.S. is 
inconceivable without organizing work-
ers to build, extend, and strengthen 
the basic defense organizations of our 
class, the trade unions. It is impossible 
without learning how to use that union 
power to advance the interests of work-
ing people. It is impossible without the 

fight to transform the unions into in-
struments of class struggle, wielded by 
class-conscious, battle-tested workers.

As part of that growing conscious-
ness, the working class needs not only 
union democracy and solidarity. Above 
all, we need to break from subordina-
tion to the parties of capital — in the 
U.S., the Democratic and Republican 
parties first and foremost — and find 
our own political voice. We need a la-
bor party built on the unions. A party 
that advances a working-class for-
eign policy too, one starting not from 
class-collaborationist loyalty to one 
or another of the conflicting capitalist 
states, but from the needs of our class 
at home and abroad.

These are not tasks for the future. 
They are tasks for today that can only 
be accomplished by a party that is pro-
letarian in composition and social mi-
lieu as well as program and leadership.

Communist continuity
The course of the Socialist Work-

ers Party has not been invented by 
us. It goes back to the founding of the 
modern working-class movement. Our 
continuity is rooted in the material-
ist dialectics and historical outlook of 
Marx and Engels and their leadership 
of the working class from 1847 on. It’s 
a continuity that runs through Lenin’s 
leadership of the October Revolution 
and the opening years of the Third In-
ternational. A continuity defended by 
Trotsky in his work to stay on Lenin’s 
course, forging a world communist 

movement based on truth not lies, in 
face of Stalin’s reversal of independent 
working-class politics and proletarian 
internationalism.

It’s a continuity that runs through 
Cuba’s socialist revolution led by Fidel. 
Through leaders of the working masses 
like Che, Maurice Bishop and Thomas 
Sankara, who acted on that example. 
And through lessons learned across 
our own century of class-struggle ex-
perience in the United States, from the 
founding of the first Communist Party 
there in 1919, to today.

For us, the defense of Cuba and 
Cuba’s socialist revolution is not only 
an act of international working-class 
solidarity, as important as that is. It 
is inseparable from our revolutionary 
course in the U.S. We must win sub-
stantial sectors of the working class in 
the imperialist bastion to see that the 
bosses’ hatred, fear and lies about the 
Cuban Revolution are in fact an ex-
tension of their hatred, fear and lies 
about toilers inside the U.S.

The revolutionary capacities of work-
ers and farmers in the United States 
today are as utterly discounted by the 
ruling families who control Washing-
ton as were those of the Cuban toilers 
who defeated them at the Bay of Pigs on 
the shores of Playa Girón. A lesson they 
will never forgive or forget.

The Low Point of Labor Resistance Is 
Behind Us: The Socialist Workers Party 
Looks Forward is a contribution to or-
ganizing and mobilizing those revolu-
tionary capacities in action.

AP Photo/Harold Valentine

Colón, Cuba, Jan. 7, 1959. Crowd greets Freedom Caravan and Rebel Army combatants who stopped in 
town after town across island in wake of overturn of U.S.-backed dictatorship. Like Lenin and Bolsheviks, 
Fidel Castro acted on fact that a genuine revolution, and forging of a communist party, requires mobiliz-
ing, organizing and leading the millions of workers and farmers being won to that course.

AFP/Andrew Cabellero-Reynolds

Leesburg, Virginia, June 2021, parents clashed with school officials over programs separating chil-
dren by skin color and teaching students who are white, like those in photo, they are racist by birth.

Service Employees International Union Local 99

Child care workers protest in Sacramento, California, February 2020 as part of fight for union 
recognition. There can be no road to ending women’s oppression, Waters said, without dealing 
with social crises bearing down on families of working class, and responsibilities women shoulder.

Militant/Deborah Liatos

Socialist Workers Party candidate for U.S. Senate from California, Laura Garza, cam-
paigns at May 26 labor rally in Los Angeles. SWP explains that working people need a 
labor party built on the unions, their basic class organization with millions of members. 
A party that breaks from those of the capitalist bosses, the Democrats and Republicans, 
and acts politically on behalf of working people at home and abroad.

Source: National Center for Health Statistics

Growing epidemic of drug abuse is a major reason life expectancy has declined. Back-
ground photo, marijuana store in New York, where government promotes its use.

Life Expectancy in the United States
1980-2021
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The First Ten Years of Ameri-
can Communism: Report of a Par-
ticipant by James P. Cannon is one 
of Pathfinder’s Books of the Month 
for June. Cannon describes his ex-
periences as a founding leader of 
the Communist Party in the United 
States in 1919, charting a course 
to emulate the example of the Rus-
sian Revolution. But, as revolu-
tions from Europe to China went 
down to defeat, the isolated Soviet 
government and the parties of the 
Communist International were 
transformed as Joseph Stalin led 
a bureaucratic counterrevolution. 
Expelled from the CP in 1928 for 
supporting Leon Trotsky’s fight to 
continue Lenin’s proletarian inter-
nationalism, Cannon led the com-
munist current that became the So-
cialist Workers Party. The excerpt 
is from “Part 1: Letters to a Historian. 
My Thesis,” written March 2, 1954. 
Copyright © 1973 by Pathfinder Press. 
Reprinted by permission. 

by James P. Cannon
The Communist Party originally was 

a revolutionary organization. All the 
original leaders of the early Communist 
Party, who later split into three perma-
nent factions within the party, began as 

American revolutionists with a perspec-
tive of revolution in this country. Oth-
erwise, they wouldn’t have been in the 
movement in the first place and wouldn’t 
have split with the reformist socialists to 
organize the Communist Party.

Even if it is maintained that some of 
these leaders were careerists — a con-
tention their later evolution tends to sup-
port — it still remains to be explained 
why they sought careers in the commu-
nist movement and not in the business 
or professional worlds, or in bourgeois 
politics, or in the trade-union official-
dom. Opportunities in these fields were 
open to at least some of them, and were 
deliberately cast aside at the time.

In my opinion, the course of the lead-
ers of American communism in its pio-
neer days, a course which entailed de-
privations, hazards and penalties, can be 
explained only by the assumption that 
they were revolutionists to begin with; 
and that even the careerists among them 
believed in the future of the workers’ 
revolution in America and wished to 
ally themselves with this future.

It is needless to add that the rank and 
file of the party, who had no personal in-
terests to serve, were animated by revo-
lutionary convictions. By that I mean, 
they were believers in the perspective 
of revolution in this country, for I do not 
know any other kind of revolutionists.

The American Communist Party did 
not begin with Stalinism. The Staliniza-
tion of the party was rather the end result 
of a process of degeneration which be-

gan during the long boom of the Twen-
ties. The protracted prosperity of that 
period, which came to be taken for per-
manence by the great mass of American 
people of all classes, did not fail to affect 
the Communist Party itself. It softened 
up the leading cadres of that party, and 
undermined their original confidence in 
the perspectives of a revolution in this 
country. This prepared them, eventual-
ly, for an easy acceptance of the Stalinist 
theory of “socialism in one country.”

For those who accepted this theory, 
Russia, as the “one country” of the vic-
torious revolution, became a substitute 
for the American revolution. Thereafter, 
the Communist Party in this country 
adopted as its primary task the “defense 
of the Soviet Union” by pressure meth-
ods of one kind or another on American 
foreign policy, without any perspective 
of a revolution of their own. All the sub-
sequent twists and turns of Communist 
policy in the United States, which ap-
pears so irrational to others, had this 
central motivation — the subordination 
of the struggle for a revolution in the 
United States to the “defense” of a revo-
lution in another country.

That explains the frenzied radical-
ism of the party in the first years of the 
economic crisis of the Thirties, when 
American foreign policy was hostile 
to the Soviet diplomacy; the recon-
ciliation with Roosevelt after he recog-
nized the Soviet Union and oriented to-
ward a diplomatic rapprochement with 
the Kremlin; the split with Roosevelt 

during the Stalin-Hitler pact; and 
the later fervent reconciliation 
and the unrestrained jingoism 
of the American Stalinists when 
Washington allied itself with the 
Kremlin in the war.

The present policy of the Com-
munist Party, its subordination of 
the class struggle to a pacifistic 
“peace” campaign, and its deci-
sion to ally itself at all costs with 
the Democratic Party, has the 
same consistent motivation as all 
the previous turns of policy.

The degeneration of the Com-
munist Party began when it aban-
doned the perspective of revolu-
tion in this country, and converted 
itself into a pressure group and 
cheering squad for the Stalinist 
bureaucracy in Russia — which it 
mistakenly took to be the custodi-

an of a revolution “in another country.”
I shouldn’t neglect to add the final 

point of my thesis: The degeneration of 
the Communist Party is not to be ex-
plained by the summary conclusion that 
the leaders were a pack of scoundrels to 
begin with; although a considerable per-
centage of them — those who became 
Stalinists as well as those who became 
renegades — turned out eventually to be 
scoundrels of championship caliber; but 
by the circumstance that they fell victim 
to a false theory and a false perspective.

What happened to the Communist 
Party would happen without fail to any 
other party, including our own, if it 
should abandon its struggle for a social 
revolution in this country, as the realistic 
perspective of our epoch, and degrade 
itself to the role of sympathizer of revo-
lutions in other countries.

I firmly believe that American revo-
lutionists should indeed sympathize 
with revolutions in other lands, and try 
to help them in every way they can. 
But the best way to do that is to build a 
party with a confident perspective of a 
revolution in this country.

Without that perspective, a Com-
munist or Socialist party belies its 
name. It ceases to be a help and be-
comes a hindrance to the revolution-
ary workers’ cause in its own country. 
And its sympathy for other revolu-
tions isn’t worth much either.

That, in my opinion, is the true and 
correct explanation of the Rise and Fall 
of the American Communist Party.

Delegates at founding convention of Communist Party of America in Chicago, September 1919. James 
P. Cannon, one of the party’s founding leaders, said that their perspective was to build a Bolshevik-style 
party in United States like V.I. Lenin had constructed that led workers and peasants to power in Russia.
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‘Win our desires with our unions’

Capitalist crisis drives birth rate, life expectancy down

Continued from front page
government’s dress code.

The Shiite-based bourgeois-clerical 
regime has offered concessions in 
some cases and arrests and repression 
in others to try to tamp down workers, 
youth and oppressed nationalities. On 
the eve of a May 22 nationwide strike 
by truck owner-operators, the govern-
ment announced a 30% increase in 
freight rates. Truckers in Arak, Bandar 
Abbas, Isfahan and Bandar Khomeini 
went on strike for several days. 

“Although we did not reach all our de-
mands, we were able to make our words 
and demands heard by everyone,” the 
Union of Truckers and Drivers Organi-
zations said May 27, announcing the end 
of the strike. “The authorities gave in out 
of fear of the drivers.” 

But the regime has taken a heavy-
handed approach to thousands of oil 
project contract workers — including 
welders, pipefitters and scaffolders 
— who have held over 70 rallies or 
strikes over the last year. They work 
jobs that might last only three or four 
months and can face layoffs of six 
months at a stretch.

“The workers say they are discrimi-
nated against even in water,” reported 
the Iranian Labour News Agency, affili-
ated to the government-allied Workers’ 
House. “Officials and contract bosses 
receive mineral water, but the workers 
themselves are given unsanitary water 
from tankers,” the agency said. Workers 
also complain that deductions from their 
salary were made for food but all they 
got “was simple potatoes or eggs.” 

Oil project workers on strike
Thousands began a strike April 15, 

which rapidly spread to over 100 work 
sites. They are demanding a 79% wage 
increase — with inflation now running 
over 50% — and a more humane work 
schedule of 20 days followed by 10 days 
off instead of the more debilitating 24 
days in a row with six days off. 

“If we can fulfill these two urgent de-
mands with the power of unity, we will 
have more power to continue our strug-
gle to dismantle the contractor system,” 
the Organizing Council of Oil Contract 
Workers said. The union wants to get rid 
of the exploitative middlemen and be 
employed directly by the oil companies, 
taking a step to overcome one of many 
divisions employers foster. 

After the governor of Bushehr prov-
ince announced a crackdown May 14, 
the Iranian Labour News Agency ran 
an article headlined “Protest against the 

arrest of eight South Pars workers. Hear 
the voice of the contract workers.”

A week later the Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps, the regime’s main re-
pressive force, said it had arrested “the 
main leader of the strikes, who has been 
leading the disturbances since 2019.” 
Since then there has been no news on 
whether or not the strike continues. 

The faction-ridden capitalist gov-
ernment in Tehran is trying to roll 
back the belief by millions in Iran that 
the wearing of a hijab or not should be 
a woman’s personal choice.

The parliament is debating a bill re-
quiring police to send text messages to 
women violating the dress code. Repeat 
“offenders” would face ever increasing 
fines and eventually the possibility of 
jail time. Some in the government claim 
the proposed bill is too “lenient.”

Daily protests, across Iran
None of this has stopped workers 

from taking to the streets. Almost ev-
ery day there are new rallies or strikes 
by rail workers, nurses, steelworkers, 
municipal workers, miners and others 
over unpaid wages and poor working 
conditions or for higher wages. For 

months retirees have held weekly and 
at times daily protests demanding an 
increase in pensions. 

Mozhgan Baheri, a teachers union 
activist in Fars province, was recently 
released from prison. He wrote that “the 
sentence ‘we turn prisons into universi-

ties’ should be written in gold,” referring 
to what union and political prisoners 
have been learning behind bars. 

“We do not believe in any other way 
to achieve our desires except trade union 
activity,” he said. “We have chosen our 
way, the government must also choose.” 

by brian williams
As prices continue to rise, es-

pecially on necessities like food, 
housing and health care, and as the 
worldwide decline in capitalist pro-
duction and trade threatens layoffs, 
insistence by Joseph Biden adminis-
tration officials that the economy is 
doing well ring hollow.

Over a third of households were 
worse off financially in 2022 than a year 
earlier, reports a May 22 Federal Re-
serve survey. Some 18% of workers said 
that higher prices force them to work 
more hours or add on another job. And 
37% said they wouldn’t be able to cover 
a $400 unexpected expense like a car 
breakdown or medical emergency.

At the same time, the Fed has been 
jacking up interest rates monthly, add-
ing rising rates on credit cards and other 
debts workers are saddled with.

The economic crisis facing work-
ing people in Europe is just as bad, 
and in some countries even worse. 
In the U.K. food prices in April were 
19.3% higher than a year ago. In 
France households have cut their food 
purchases by more than 10% since 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. 

The German economy, the larg-
est in Europe, is now officially in a 
recession, with declining industrial 
production and falling retail sales. In 
Spain working people face an unem-
ployment rate of 13.3%. 

Today’s double whammy hitting 
working people points to a strong 
likelihood of an extended period of 
stagflation, where rising prices are 
combined with stagnating capital-
ist production and hiring, both in the 
U.S. and worldwide. 

This comes as the bosses’ response 
to rough conditions and increased com-
petition is to take it out on their work-
ers, pushing to cut workers and jack up 
the line speed, reduce wages, increase 
hours, impose divisive two-tier wage 
schemes and other attacks.

With the administration’s pro-
nouncement that the COVID-19 pan-
demic is over, hundreds of thousands 
of lower-income workers have been 
cut off from Medicaid. 

Earlier this year, 93 million people — 
over 25% of the U.S. population — were 
enrolled in Medicaid or the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, up from 71 
million before the pandemic. Budget 

cuts projected by the federal govern-
ment would eliminate another 15 mil-
lion people from coverage. 

Debra Miller, of Bullhead City, Ari-
zona, lost Medicaid coverage in April 
because officials said her $25,000 annu-
al wage at Burger King made her ineli-
gible. A single mother with diabetes and 
hypothyroidism, she was told she had 
to buy her own insurance now through 
Obamacare at a $70 monthly premium. 

“You have a car, mortgage, kids, 
food,” she told the New York Times. 
“You really don’t have that much left to 
pay that much for health insurance.” 

At the same time, government of-
ficials have made it increasingly dif-
ficult for workers injured on the job to 
get Social Security disability benefits. 
Over the past couple of years federal 
judges hearing appeals ruled against 
denying benefits in 60% of the cases 
they heard. These cases were sent back 
to be reviewed. But the burden of a 
drawn-out fight to get the benefits lies 
on the back of the workers. 

“They’ve done everything to prolong 
this to get me to quit,” Michael Sheldon 
told the Washington Post. He was hurled 
off a road-paving machine in 2006 and 
has been fighting for benefits since. 

High rents and mortgage rates have 
made it difficult for young workers in 
particular to be able to afford getting 
their own place to live and raise a fami-
ly. Many are forced to move in with their 
parents, other relatives or friends. 

The birth rate has plummeted from 
24 per 1,000 people in 1950 to about 11 
today. Looked at another way, if fertil-
ity rates had stayed even at their 2007 
level, there would be 9.6 million more 
children alive in the U.S. today. 

“Young Americans Are Dying at 
Alarming Rates,” headlined a May 17 
Wall Street Journal article. It’s now 
at its highest level in nearly 15 years, 
from drug overdoses, suicides, homi-
cides and car crashes. 

Despite significant gains in medi-
cal care, life expectancy in the U.S. has 
fallen to 76 years today, its lowest level 
in over a quarter century. 

Toxic chemical fires poison working people in East Texas
Continued from page 6

National Union of Iranian Retirees

Miners protest at Chadormalu iron ore mine in Yazd province, Iran, May 19. Like oil project 
workers, miners are fighting for union rights, end to hiring system controlled by contractors.

plant fire erupted in Texas City, 40 miles 
away. One worker was killed, the sec-
ond worker to die there this year. Gov-
ernment and Marathon officials claimed 
the fires “were not cause for concern”! 

A fire broke out May 17 at Valero 
West Refinery in Corpus Christi, shoot-
ing another chemical plume into the air. 

“I have grown up here and watched 
neighborhoods near the refineries be-
come too toxic to live in and people 
forced to leave their homes,” Kris-
tina Land from Corpus Christi told the 
Washington Post. “Our local govern-
ment doesn’t ever want us to know how 
bad things really are,” she said. “They 
just sweep everything under the rug and 
never talk about it again.” 

The fire at Shell in Deer Park hap-

pened a day after a public Texas Com-
mission on Environmental Quality 
hearing at the high school gym there. 
Dozens of angry residents came to de-
mand state action regarding the massive 
2019 leak and fire at an Intercontinen-
tal Terminals Company tank farm that 
blanketed the area with toxic chemicals.  

ITC is seeking a renewal of its op-
erating permit, the subject of the hear-
ing, but organizers barred questions 
about the 2019 fire as “not within the 
scope” of the meeting. 

That smoke plume hung over the 
area for three days. Residents were 
ordered to shelter in place, the Hous-
ton Ship Channel was shut down and 
millions of gallons of hazardous mate-
rial, including the carcinogen benzene, 
spilled on the ground and leaked into 

area waterways. No government ac-
tion was ever taken on this disaster. 

While Texas has some regulations 
concerning underground storage facili-
ties, aboveground tanks are exempt. 

ITC is owned by the Mitsui Group. 
The only penalty the bosses ever paid 
was $900,000 in 2021 to settle a law-
suit from Harris County, which in-
cludes Houston and Deer Park. That 
figure was .01% of the $7.39 billion 
profit Mitsui made that year, the Texas 
Tribune pointed out. 

These — and worse — disasters 
are inevitable as long as the capital-
ist rulers’ thirst for profits drives the 
economy. More ITCs, more East Pal-
estines. Workers must use the unions 
to impose workers control over pro-
duction and planning.
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tion for his troops in Bakhmut. He admitted his private 
army of 85,000 had lost tens of thousands of fighters. 

Prigozhin also complained the invasion had 
turned “Ukraine’s army into one of the most pow-
erful in the world.” 

To win the war, he demanded the Russian govern-
ment enact martial law, which would give unlimited 
authority to military commanders; launch another 
wave of conscription; and institute forced labor 
to raise armaments production. The course he ad-
vances would be even more disastrous for working 
people than that carried out by Putin.  

Moscow fired interviewer Dolgov and then 
blocked Prigozhin’s access to state media.  

A Russian soldier named Ruslan, who arrived in 
Bakhmut May 8, was put under the command of a 
Wagner fighter who told him and others, “If you re-
fuse to fight, I will annihilate you.” 

The next day Ruslan decided to surrender. He saw 
a small Ukrainian drone hovering above him. He sig-
naled to the camera of  the drone operator, and the de-
vice led him across no man’s land to Ukrainian lines. 

The video of his desertion was widely reported. The 
Ukrainian “I Want to Live” hotline, for Russian sol-
diers wishing to surrender, was contacted 3,174 times 
in April, 10% more than the previous month. 

Some Russian soldiers are beginning to desert 
in groups. The Ukrainian army says that about 20 
conscripts from Moscow’s army deserted from 
Svatove in a truck May 25. 

Prigozhin threatens ‘revolution’
Putin justifies his bloody invasion with false 

claims that before the Soviet Union was formed 
“there was never any Ukraine.” He blames Bol-
shevik leader V.I. Lenin for its creation. In reality, 
the fight of the Ukrainian toilers for independence 
against the Russian czars began centuries before.  

Prigozhin said the impact of the war would deep-
en class polarization inside Russia that “could end 
as in 1917 with a revolution.” 

His comparison misses some decisive facts. In 
1917 working people forged a communist leader-
ship, steeled in battle and capable of leading mil-
lions to take power in the course of an immense 
revolt that swept the Russian Empire during the 
carnage of the First World War. 

The workers and peasants government that came 
to power in October 1917 was led by the Bolshevik 
Party. It defended the right to self-determination of 
oppressed nations, like Ukraine. The Soviet Union 
under Lenin’s lead was founded as a voluntary fed-
eration of autonomous republics. 

Nothing like that exists today. The only orga-
nized opposition to Putin is from the right, stand-
ing for even greater violence against Ukraine, in-
cluding nuclear attack.

Last year alone, the Putin regime arrested over 
20,000 people. Some 176 organizations and individ-
uals were listed as “foreign agents,” opening them 
up to criminal investigation. Still there are many ex-
amples of anti-war actions while Putin’s response is 
devastating Russian culture.

At the end of May, Olga Tsukanova and the 
Council of Soldiers’ Mothers and Wives that she 
leads were added to Putin’s list of “foreign agents.” 
The group held protests last fall demanding proper 
training and medical care for their conscripted rel-
atives, and for peace talks to begin. 

On both sides of the war, mothers of prisoners 
of war are helping each other locate and help cap-
tured soldiers. “We work under the understanding 
that all soldiers are someone’s children, so there is 
never any animosity between us,” Alla Makruch, 
who leads the initiative from the Ukrainian side, 
told conflictfieldnotes.com. Following her group’s 
proposal, the Ukrainian government now permits 
Russian mothers to visit their loved ones in Ukrai-
nian prisons. So far, none have made the trip. 

Makruch’s counterpart, Valentina Melnikova, 
is the director of the Union of Soldiers Mothers in 
Russia. She is pressing Moscow to allow the Inter-
national Red Cross to inspect conditions in Russian 
prisons where Ukrainians are held. 

The Putin regime fears that fraternization like 
this could lead to weakening support for a war that 
has never been widely popular. 

supporters, who they claim are white supremacists 
and reactionaries.

The trials of defendants from the Jan. 6, 2021, riot 
at the Capitol will run through the 2024 campaign, 
as will the investigations and prosecutions target-
ing Trump. All of these are being used to try to add 
weight to Biden’s insistence that he must be re-elect-
ed, winning support from the middle-class left. 

The Democrats claim that what took place at the 
Capitol Jan. 6 was nothing short of an insurrection. 
Convicted under unconstitutional seditious conspiracy 
laws, Stewart Rhodes, a founder of the Oath Keepers, 
had his sentence jacked up to 18 years with a “terror-
ism enhancement.” This is one of the many special-
case laws, like “three strikes” laws, that judges use to 
get around sentencing limitations set by law. 

The Justice Department didn’t prove Rhodes was 
involved in any actual plan to overthrow the govern-
ment, nor show he tried to execute one. Instead, it used 
statements he made — speech protected by the First 
Amendment — and pointed to the fact that the group 
maintained a weapons cache, to conjure up a “plot.” 

Sedition and conspiracy laws, like those Biden’s 
prosecutors are using, turn advocacy of ideas into 
a crime. These same laws have been used in the 
past to bring frame-up charges against leaders of 
the Socialist Workers Party, the Teamsters union 
and fighters for Puerto Rican independence.

Scope of the witch hunt
Ten Jan. 6 defendants have been convicted of se-

ditious conspiracy and four more pled guilty to the 
same charge. That is more than in any other event 
since these laws were adopted during the Civil War. 

More than 1,000 people have so far been charged 
in one of the most wide-ranging investigations by 
the Justice Department. Every single U.S. Attor-
ney’s office and FBI field office has been involved. 
The FBI says it has already opened 4 million files, 
while prosecutors say they expect to lay charges 
against 1,000 more people. 

Those brought before the judges in these cases 

— even those charged with the most insignificant 
infractions — face a rigged system. 

“The defendant was an acting participant in a mob 
assault on our core democratic values and our cher-
ished institution,” Senior Federal Judge John Bates 
told one defendant. “I cannot ignore that, cannot pull 
this misdemeanor [!] out of that context.” 

IRS joins attack on rights
Alongside the FBI and the courts, the Internal 

Revenue Service is increasingly being used in the 
Democrats’ assault on rights. IRS agents visited 
the home of journalist Matt Taibbi unannounced 
March 9, the same day that he spoke before a House 
Select Committee. He was questioned about his ex-
posé of cooperation between Twitter bosses and the 
FBI to censor users’ political comments, including 
some by “domestic extremists.” 

IRS agents began an investigation into Taibbi’s 2018 
tax return, even though they long ago processed it. 

The Democrats pushed through Congress an 
$80 billion boost to the IRS last year. It’s currently 
advertising vacancies in all 50 states for armed 
agents, who “must be willing to use force up to and 
including deadly force” in investigations seeking 
more tax revenue for government agencies. 

Government use of the IRS to attack political rights 
is not new. A 1976 congressional report into the FBI’s 
Cointelpro operation noted the FBI had “unlimited ac-
cess to tax returns: it never told the IRS why it wanted 
them, and the IRS never attempted to find out.” 

President John F. Kennedy’s administration had 
the IRS create an Ideological Organizations Audit 
Project in 1962, to go after groups the government 
targeted. One chosen for “auditing” was the Fair 
Play for Cuba Committee. The previous year Fair 
Play led protests across the country against the U.S.-
orchestrated failed invasion at the Bay of Pigs. 

In 2011 the IRS went after the Interreligious Foun-
dation for Community Organization, which brings 
solidarity and aid to the people of Cuba today, claim-
ing it violated Washington’s sanctions against Cuba. 

IRS operations, like those of the FBI, deal blows 
to the Constitution. As it was being written, mo-
bilizations by artisans and farmers forced the ad-
dition of a series of explicit limits — the Bill of 
Rights — on what the government can do. These 
protections are worth fighting for, regardless of 
who the government’s current target is. 

Statement by Seth Galinsky, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for New York City Council, May 31.

The Socialist Workers Party’s 2024 campaigns are 
beginning, with Laura Garza announcing her cam-
paign for U.S. Senate in California at a sizable labor 
rally in Los Angeles. More will follow. The 2024 
campaigns of the Democratic and Republican par-
ties — the bosses’ two main parties — began early 
because of the bitter partisan conflicts between them. 

The two capitalist parties are leading the assaults 
that today’s deepening crisis of capitalism impels 
them to take out on working people. While more 
than 5 million are unemployed, rising prices and 
interest rates are forcing millions of others to work 
longer and longer hours or take on another job. More 
young workers face difficulties getting a place of 
their own and starting a family. 

It’s only by building the unions that we can ad-
vance a working-class course to combat these con-
ditions and defend the interests of all those exploit-
ed and oppressed by capital.

“The right to employment is the only serious right 
left to the worker in a society based upon exploita-
tion,” the 1938 founding program of the SWP says. A 
union-led fight for 30 hours work for 40 hours pay can 
prevent layoffs by sharing the available work around, 
with no cut in pay. A government-funded public 
works program is needed to put millions to work at 
union-scale pay to build houses, child care centers, 
schools and other things working people need. 

The labor movement can champion demands for 
escalator clauses in all contracts and benefits, so 
when prices rise, our wages automatically match 
them. That takes the burden off workers’ backs and 
places it onto the capitalists, whose profit system is 
the root cause of the problems we face. 

Millions of families need income supplements to 
ensure they can meet their expenses and maintain 
steady employment, as the labor movement fights for 
universal child care and medical coverage. 

Nothing in the deal between President Joseph 
Biden and House Speaker Kevin McCarthy to 
boost the government debt ceiling addresses work-
ers’ needs. Democrats and Republicans joined to-
gether to bar rail workers from striking for livable 
schedules and conditions last year. With a new arms 
race underway after Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine, 
both parties place expanding the U.S. rulers’ mas-
sive arsenal for future wars above all else.

The capitalist class has two parties, but the 
unions — the largest and most powerful class or-
ganizations workers have — have none. Whatever 
gains workers make in hard-fought class battles will 
erode away unless labor charts an independent po-
litical course. That’s at the heart of what the SWP’s 
2023 and 2024 candidates present — the need to 
break from the Democrats and Republicans and 
build a labor party based on the unions that can be 
an instrument for working people marching toward 
the elimination of the wages system and replace 
capitalist rule with a government of our own.

‘Militant’ Prisoners Fund
The fund enables prisoners to get reduced rate subscriptions. 
To donate, send check or money order payable to the Militant, 
marked “Prisoners Fund,” to 306 W. 37th St., 13th Floor, New 
York, NY 10018. Donate online at www.themilitant.com

socialist workers party campaign statement Ukraine independence
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