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Memphis strike ‘standing 
strong’ against IFF bosses
Strike deserves support of all working people!

Militant/Amy Husk

Members of Bakery Workers Locals 57 and 19 from Ohio join BCTGM Local 390G strike 
picket at International Flavors and Fragrances plant in Memphis, Tennessee, Aug. 13.  

By AMy HuSk
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — When we went 

on strike “some of the supervisors told 
us we would only last a week. Here we 
are 10 weeks later, still strong, still to-
gether,” Zandra Lee, a member of Bak-
ery, Confectionery, Tobacco Workers 
and Grain Millers Local 390G at the In-
ternational Flavors and Fragrances plant 
here, said on the picket line Aug. 13.  

Nearly 200 members of the union 
have been on strike since June 4 after 
working for almost a year under an ex-
pired contract. The workers make soy 
protein products that are used by Nestle, 
Nestle Purina, Kind Bars, Abbott Nutri-
tion and other companies to manufac-
ture baby formula, pet foods, soy-based 

nutritional powders and other goods.
IFF has 158 plants worldwide and 51 

laboratories. Its annual net sales were 
$11.7 billion in 2021.

Lee was talking with union members 
from BCTGM Local 57 at Klosterman 
Bakery in Cincinnati and a BCTGM 
Local 19 member from Schwebel’s Bak-

By SETH gAlInSky
In a sign of increasing tensions and 

the dangers of new wars between ma-
jor capitalist powers in today’s world, 
11 Russian and Chinese warships con-
ducted joint maneuvers off the coast of 
Alaska near the Aleutian Islands at the 
end of July and beginning of August. 
According to the Wall Street Journal, it 
is the “largest such flotilla to approach 
American shores.” 

In September 2022, when three Chi-
nese and four Russian naval vessels 
carried out similar actions near Kiska 
Island in the Aleutians, Washington sent 
just one U.S. ship to observe. This time 
the Pentagon rapidly sent four destroy-
ers and a P-8 Poseidon aircraft to shad-
ow the Russian-Chinese flotilla. 

The Russian Defense Ministry said 
the joint Chinese-Russian exercises in-

ny forum: ‘Defense of constitutional 
freedoms is key issue in class struggle’

By TErry EvAnS
The indictment of Donald Trump by 

the Biden administration’s Department 
of Justice “is a head-on assault on free 
speech,” Steve Clark told a Militant La-
bor Forum organized by the New York 
and Northern New Jersey branches of 
the Socialist Workers Party Aug. 12. 
Clark is a member of the party’s Nation-
al Committee.

“Working people fight to defend ev-
erything that provides us space to orga-
nize and act,” he said. “The criminaliza-
tion of political differences, led by the 
Democratic Party, is dangerous. The 
indictment is not just part of an intra-
ruling-class faction fight. It’s a frame-

up. Class-conscious workers should de-
mand the charges be dropped.”

“Lying has never been a disqualifica-
tion to be a bourgeois politician,” Clark 
told the 55 people at the meeting. “More 
important, it’s not a disqualification for 
free speech. The indictment is based 
entirely on what Trump said about the 
2020 elections.” On those grounds, the 
SWP would be high on the list of parties 
subject to disqualification, Clark added. 
We know that all elections under capi-
talism are rigged in favor of the bosses’ 
parties and against the working class 
and workers’ parties such as the SWP.

Clark drew attention to the ruling 
Continued on page 7

Above, AP/Terry Renna; inset, African People’s Socialist Party 

Armed Secret Service agents guard former President Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate in 
Palm Beach, Florida, during FBI raid, Aug. 8, 2022. Inset, throwing flash bang grenades, FBI 
agents attacked Uhuru Center, African People’s Socialist Party, in St. Louis 10 days earlier. 

By TErry EvAnS
Gen. Abdourahmane Tchiani over-

threw the government of President Mo-
hamed Bazoum in Niger July 26, amid 
deteriorating conditions facing millions 
of workers and farmers as well as at-
tacks by Islamist terrorist groups. 

The takeover sharpened tensions be-
tween the French imperialist rulers, who 
had been allied with Bazoum, and Mos-
cow, which has been increasing its mili-
tary presence across the Sahel region. 

Continued on page 9

Military coup in 
niger heightens 
tensions in Africa

SWP campaigns 
for a program to 
unite workers and 
farmers in struggle
By nOrTOn SAnDlEr

FRESNO, Calif. — Laura Garza, So-
cialist Workers Party candidate for U.S. 
Senate from California, addressed a 
meeting of the African American Farm-
ers of California at a local restaurant 
here Aug. 11. Thirteen people took part.

In brief remarks, Garza noted the 
increase in trade union strikes and the 
importance of workers and farmers sup-
porting each other’s struggles. Workers 
and farmers need to defend constitu-
tional freedoms, including the right to 
free speech, she said, which is under at-
tack from the Democratic Party admin-
istration in its multipronged attempts to 
muzzle and to jail Donald Trump. 

Garza distributed her campaign flyer 
and explained the Socialist Workers Par-

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 6

By JOHn STuDEr
A rapidly moving wildfire ram-

paged across Lahaina, a historic town 
on Maui in Hawaii Aug. 8, laying 
waste to over 2,000 buildings, mainly 
residences, and causing the death of 
over 100 people to date, all but two 
unidentified, with more expected. It is 
the deadliest wildfire in modern U.S. 
history, surpassing the 2018 Camp 
Fire in Paradise, California, which 
wiped out the town leaving 19,000 
buildings destroyed, 85 dead and dis-
placing hundreds more. 

Working people in Hawaii and else-
where have responded with solidarity 
and a mobilization of help. People on 
the island organized to gather and de-
liver food and other necessities, and 
across West Maui people have worked 
together to provide shelter, food, fuel 
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For first time ever, debt owed on 
credit cards in US tops $1 trillion

By BRIAN WILLIAMS
A small family-owned bakery with 

delicious pastries in Oberlin, Ohio, is 
in the news again, but not for anything 
they’ve done. After a six-year battle, 
the owners of Gibson’s Bakery finally 
defeated efforts by Oberlin College ad-
ministrators to destroy them through a 
slanderous race-baiting campaign. Now 
the college administration is suing four 
insurance companies to recover the 
multimillion-dollar award a trial jury 
ordered the college to pay the Gibsons. 

In the suit the college claims the 
insurance companies refused “to 
honor promises they made in their 
respective policies to protect the in-
terests of Oberlin College,” and its 
former vice president and dean of 
students, Meredith Raimondo. 

The fact is, in their unrelenting pro-
motion of slanders against the Gib-
sons, Raimondo and other college 
officials prolonged the losing litiga-
tion with years in appeals that almost 
forced the family into insolvency. 
They hired more and more lawyers, 
driving up costs and legal fees the in-
surance companies now refuse to pay. 

The suit, filed in Lorain County 
Common Pleas Court in April, targets 
Lexington Insurance Company of New 
York; United Educators Insurance of 
Bethesda, Maryland; Mount Hawley 
Insurance Company of Peoria, Illinois; 
and StarStone Specialty Insurance 
Company of Cincinnati. 

Oberlin College’s dispute with the 
Gibsons began Nov. 9, 2016, when a stu-
dent tried to use a fake ID to buy wine. 
After that failed, he put the bottle under 
his coat and walked out. Allyn Gibson 

damages originally awarded earned in-
terest, increasing it to $36.59 million, 
which the college finally paid to the 
Gibson family and bakery, and their 
lawyers, last December. 

In its current suit against the insur-
ance companies, Oberlin admits that 
shortly before the 2019 trial the case 
could have been settled for less than 
$10 million. The Gibsons were asking 
for an apology from college adminis-
trators for their race-baiting slanders. 
But college authorities were not will-
ing to do this, then or to this day. 

Jr., the grandson and son of the two 
co-owners, followed him outside and 
stopped him. The shoplifter and two 
friends, all students at Oberlin, started 
beating Gibson. The police arrived 
and arrested the three, all of whom are 
Black. They eventually entered guilty 
pleas and were convicted, with the Gib-
sons agreeing not to insist on jail time. 

The day after the shoplifting hun-
dreds of students demonstrated out-
side the store, along with Raimondo 
and other college administrators who 
helped organize the protest. They pro-
duced a flyer claiming Gibson’s Bakery 
was a “RACIST establishment with 
a LONG ACCOUNT OF RACIAL 
PROFILING and DISCRIMINA-
TION,” while never producing a shred 
of evidence to back up these slanders. 
Protests continued the next day. 

Oberlin College administrators re-
fused to retract their accusations, so 
store owners Allyn Gibson and his son, 
David, both now deceased, sued the col-
lege, charging they had been libeled by 
the school and their reputation and busi-
ness had been harmed. 

In June 2019, after a five-week trial, 
jurors unanimously found the college 
guilty and awarded the Gibsons $44 
million in compensatory and punitive 
damages. This was subsequently re-
duced to $25 million plus legal fees, un-
der an Ohio law that caps such awards. 

In their appeals, the college ad-
ministrators argued unsuccessfully 
they were just standing up for the free 
speech rights of their students. The in-
surance companies say they shouldn’t 
now be penalized for the college’s ex-
penses in pursuing these appeals.

Over the next three years, the admin-
istrators expanded their legal represen-
tation in driving forward with appeals, 
jacking up legal costs and placing undue 
hardship on the Gibsons and their bak-
ery. But last year, Ohio’s Ninth District 
Court of Appeals unanimously upheld 
the jury’s verdict and the Ohio Supreme 
Court that August refused to hear yet 
another appeal by the college. 

College officials assumed they could 
pummel the Gibsons forever, based 
on $75 million in insurance coverage. 
Through dragging out the appeal, the 

By BRIAN WILLIAMS
In a stark sign of the challenges 

facing working people as the crisis of 
capitalism deepens, credit card debt in 
the U.S. for the first time ever topped 
$1 trillion in the second quarter this 
year. That’s up 4.6% from the previous 
three months. “Compared to other debt 
categories this quarter,” the New York 
Federal Reserve said, “credit card bal-
ances saw the most pronounced wors-
ening in performance.” 

And it will keep rising as workers and 
farmers increasingly have to wrack up 
more and more debt for food, car re-
pairs, rising rents and mortgages and 
all kinds of family emergencies. Infla-
tion and sharply higher interest rates 

imposed over the past year have made 
paying down credit cards even harder.

According to Bankrate, 60% of those 
who carry a balance on their credit 
card — 54 million people — have been 
in debt for at least a year. These debts 
are assets for the bankers and capitalist 
investors who make big profits off the 
high interest rates they charge. The av-
erage interest rate on credit cards today 
is 20.53%, according to TransUnion.

Making minimum payments on a 
credit card balance of $5,733 will boost 
interest payments to $8,366 and keep 
you in debt for some 17 years. Nearly 
half of credit cardholders are perma-
nently in debt, without any prospect of 
ever paying off their balance. 

Bruce Bishop/Chronicle-Telegram via AP

Working people gather in solidarity with Gibson family at their bakery in Oberlin, Ohio, 2022. 
Gibsons won lawsuit against Oberlin College for ongoing campaign of race-baiting slanders.
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Maui wildfire disaster caused by capitalism, gov’t disdain
and other resources to those who are 
now homeless. 

Area unions like the United Public 
Workers mobilized their members to 
deliver aid. The International Longshore 
and Warehouse Union in Hawaii and on 
the mainland did likewise. If you want 
to help, contact the ILWU at www.il-
wucu.org Kokua Maui Fund. 

Residents who face rebuilding their 
lives from the ground up contrasted this 
outpouring of working-class solidarity 
with the seeming indifference of gov-
ernment authorities at all levels. Asked 
if he was warned about the fire, area 
resident Mike Stefl told the New York 
Times, “Oh, hell no.” 

Local authorities never turned the ar-
ea’s warning sirens on. The fires reached 
the town before any order to evacuate. 
Some tourists in hotels and residents in 
West Maui were instructed to shelter in 
place as the fire advanced. 

Hawaiian Electric, which operates the 
electrical system in Maui, decided not 
to turn off the power despite gale-force 
winds that were knocking down power 
lines. There was a major power grid 
fault just after 11:38 p.m. Aug. 7, only 20 
minutes before the first fire was report-
ed. Downed lines are suspected to have 
been the immediate cause of the fires. 

Firefighters who arrived to fight the 
rapidly spreading blazes discovered 
there was no water pressure in the 
town’s hydrants. The fire moved too fast 
to be fought with buckets. 

There is only one road out of Lahaina 
and it was quickly clogged. Some fled 
on foot and were able to escape. Others 
waded into the ocean, staying there for 
hours. Others perished. 

While the Camp Fire in Paradise 
burned 17 days, this fire reached the 
ocean and stopped within hours. 

Working people in Paradise have sent 
their solidarity to the people of Maui. 
“Sending love and support from Para-
dise, California,” Melissa Crick sent to 
one woman there whose social media 
information she saw online. To her sur-
prise, the woman wrote back, saying she 
knew about Paradise and the support 
meant a lot to her. 

A disaster rooted in capitalism
The liberal press in the U.S. claims 

the problem in Maui was “how climate 
change turned lush Hawaii into a tinder-
box,” as the New York Times put it. They 
blame high winds from a nearby hurri-
cane, high temperatures and a drought 
for what happened. 

But the truth is the profit-driven capi-
talist system is the culprit, as a look at 
the history of Hawaii and the allocation 
of resources in Maui today shows.

The Hawaiian Islands, a kingdom 
ruled by inhabitants from an earlier 
Polynesian migration, became an ob-
ject of interest to U.S. capitalists in the 
1800s. As sugar plantations began to dot 
the islands, their owners increasingly 
sought to take control. Led by Samuel 
Dole, sugar planters deposed the queen 
and seized power in 1893. In the context 
of the birth of U.S. imperialism in the 
Spanish-American War, Washington 
annexed Hawaii in 1898. It became a 
U.S. territory two years later, with Dole 
as its first governor. 

As the 20th century dawned, pine-
apple plantations joined the sugar mo-
nopoly to dominate world production. 
Workers were drawn from China, Ja-
pan, Korea and the Philippines, and 
some from Latin America. Profits were 
amassed and mansions were built, many 
adorned with pampas grasses imported 
from South America. 

Unions, led by the ILWU, battled to 

organize the workers, fighting for higher 
wages and better conditions in the sug-
arcane and pineapple fields.

The ILWU organized more than 
26,000 sugar workers in an islands-wide 
strike in 1946, uniting workers from 
all nationalities. The victorious strike 
changed the balance of forces between 
workers and plantation bosses. “The 
politics of Hawaii would never be the 
same after that,” William Puette, direc-
tor of the Center for Labor Education 
and Research at the University of Ha-
waii, wrote in 2017. “And certainly labor 
relations would not be the same.” 

Over the next 50 years, the sugar and 
pineapple bosses lost markets to foreign 
competitors, and in 2016 the last sugar 
grower in Hawaii shut down. The flight 
of bosses seeking greater profits else-
where is a story many workers are fa-
miliar with. Tourism and related indus-
tries now drive profits in Hawaii.

This meant thousands of acres of for-
mer plantations were left untended. The 
government there did nothing to protect 
the now nonproductive land, seeing no 
way to profit from it. “Those fire-prone 
invasive species fill in any gaps any-
where else — roadsides, in between 
communities, in between people’s 
homes, all over the place,” Elizabeth 
Pickett, co-executive director of the Ha-
waii Wildfire Management Organiza-
tion told Wired.com Aug. 10. “At this 
point, 26% of our state is covered in 
these fire-prone grasses.” They were the 
tinder that exploded in flame in Maui. 

This is a solvable problem. But the 
capitalist bosses and government at all 
levels in Hawaii didn’t take it on. And 
this, exacerbated by other electric com-
pany and government blunders during 
the fire, is what explains this was a so-
cial catastrophe rooted in the for-profit 
system, not “climate change.”

ty’s call for nationalization of the land, 
which would end it being a commod-
ity, bought and sold by banks and other 
mortgage holders. With the land nation-
alized, farmers and their heirs would be 
protected from eviction and could stay 
on the land as long as they want to farm 
it. She cited the example of the Cuban 
Revolution where nationalization of the 
land ended the exploitation of the peas-
antry on the island and was a decisive 
part of forging a worker-farmer alliance. 

Because of a tight schedule at the 
venue there was only a brief discussion 
after Garza’s presentation. One partici-
pant asked, “Do different communities 
in a city like Los Angeles get along?” 
Garza responded that the bosses fos-
ter divisions between workers who are 
Black, Latino, Caucasian or immigrant. 
“The Socialist Workers Party advances 
a program that unites the working class 
in struggle against our common oppres-
sor, the capitalist ruling families and 
their government,” she said. 

Garza added that the party’s pro-
gram includes the necessity of organiz-
ing a labor party based on the unions 
that acts in the interests of workers and 
farmers, as opposed to the Democrats 
and Republicans who defend and pro-
tect the capitalist system. 

Shirley Roman, an alfalfa farmer, told 
Garza the biggest issue she faces is ac-
cess to water. Another concern empha-
sized was skyrocketing land prices. 

Will Scott, president of the African 
American Farmers of California, said 
that equity for Black farmers is a press-
ing problem. Government funds for 
Black farmers are a “pittance. The gov-
ernment should be user-friendly. It isn’t.” 

As SWP campaign supporters were 
eating dinner following Garza’s presen-
tation, one participant came to continue 
discussing nationalization of the land. 
That’s an important idea you are raising, 
she said, “but wouldn’t it take a consti-
tutional amendment to get it enacted?” 

“It’s going to take a revolutionary 
struggle,” Garza said, “but the de-
mand for nationalization of the land is 
part of a fighting perspective for farm-
ers and workers to advance today.” 

Seattle SWP candidates:  
‘Amnesty for immigrant workers’

SEATTLE — “I support you and the 
labor movement but it’s going to be an 
uphill battle. They don’t need labor any 
more, they’re moving more and more 

to robotics,” Julian Dane told Socialist 
Workers Party candidates Henry Den-
nison and Vincent Auger, after they 
knocked on his door here Aug. 9. Den-
nison is running for King County Coun-
cil District 2 and Auger is running for 
Seattle City Council District 1. 

“The question is which class con-
trols the technologies,” responded 
Dennison. Like they always have, the 
capitalist rulers use advances in ma-
chinery and technology to increase 
the exploitation of labor to boost their 
profits rather than to benefit the work-
ing class. SWP member Jacob Perasso 
added that workers still have the power 
to shut down production. 

During the discussion Dane, a con-
struction project manager who is Black, 
said, “immigration hurts minority work-
ers, making it harder to unionize.” 

“The labor movement needs to fight 
for an amnesty for all immigrant work-
ers with or without official government 
papers so we can unite our class against 
bosses’ attempts to divide us,” said Den-
nison. To counter competition for jobs, 
workers need to combine in unions. 

Dane said that it has been 100 
years since the labor movement made 
any real progress. Union victories in 
the 1930s under effective leadership 
helped open the road to the rise of 
the CIO, which organized 30 million 
workers. One of the most important 
victories of the working class was the 
Black-led proletarian movement that 
overthrew Jim Crow segregation in the 

1950s and ’60s, Dennison said. We’re 
seeing more working people using 
their unions today, ending a decades-
long retreat of the labor movement. 

Dane said the Democratic Party has 
a long history of betraying Black peo-
ple. When asked what he thought of 
the charges against Donald Trump, he 
said, “It’s political,” adding that Trump 
may win more of “the minority vote in 
the next election.” 

Perasso said the Democratic Party 
was aiming to refurbish the image of 
the FBI and that the SWP opposes the 
attacks on constitutional freedoms, 
whether against Trump or anyone else.

Dane purchased a subscription to 

the Militant and two Pathfinder books, 
The Low Point of Labor Resistance 
Is Behind Us: The Socialist Workers 
Party Looks Forward, by SWP lead-
ers Jack Barnes, Mary-Alice Waters 
and Steve Clark, and Malcolm X, 
Black Liberation, and the Road to 
Workers Power by Barnes. 

Over the next several weeks, SWP 
members and others who distribute 
the Militant around the world will be 
talking to subscribers about why they 
should renew their subscription. To join 
in this effort and to campaign with the 
SWP candidates, see list of party cam-
paign offices on page 8. 

— Jacob Perasso

Militant/Jacob Perasso

“I want nothing but the real facts. We have to understand the world today,” construction work-
er Lorenzo Rainwater told SWP candidates Henry Dennison, left, and Vincent Auger, right, in 
Seattle Aug. 9, as he bought the Militant and asked them to come back for further discussion.

$10
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Further reading
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‘New York Times’ opens new 
witch hunt on political rights
bY seTh gAliNskY

NEW YORK — With language vir-
tually inviting government prosecu-
tions and other punitive action, the New 
York Times published a front-page ar-
ticle Aug. 5 claiming that several orga-
nizations and individuals in the United 
States are part of “a financial network 
that stretches from Chicago to Shanghai 
and uses American nonprofits to push 
Chinese talking points worldwide.” 

The Times — the paper of “record” 
of the U.S. ruling class — dedicated 
considerable resources to the lengthy 
screed, bylined by four “investigative” 
reporters on three continents with the 
aid of seven other reporters and re-
searchers. None of the organizations 
fingered by the “reporting” team have 
“registered under the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act, as is required of 
groups that seek to influence public 
opinion on behalf of foreign powers,” 
says the article. “That usually applies 
to groups taking money or orders from 
foreign governments.”

The organizations cited include 
Codepink, whose website says it is 
a “feminist grassroots organization 
working to end U.S. warfare and im-
perialism”; New York-based People’s 
Forum; and several groups that pres-
ent the regime in Beijing as a model 
of a “just” society and promoter of 
world “peace.” Among the individu-
als whose constitutional rights to 
freedom of speech and assembly are 
targeted by name are businessman 
Neville Roy Singham; Codepink 
leader Jodie Evans; and Vijay Pra-
shad, executive director of Triconti-
nental: Institute for Social Research.

Florida Sen. Marco Rubio wrote to 
Attorney General Merrick Garland 
Aug. 8 urging an immediate investiga-
tion into Codepink, People’s Forum, 
Tricontinental, six other named orga-
nizations, and “all related organiza-
tions linked to Mr. Singham.”   

The Times singles out Singham, 
who made his fortune in a software 
company he founded. “Mr. Singham 
has long admired Maoism, the Com-
munist ideology that gave rise to 
modern China,” the paper said. 

In 2017 Singham married Evans, a 
co-founder of Codepink. The Times ed-
itors’ intrusive sensationalism includes 
a screenshot of their wedding invitation. 
Evans served in Democratic California 
Gov. Jerry Brown’s administration and 
managed his 1991 bid for the Demo-
cratic Party presidential nomination. 

The Times charges that Singham 
and others are at the center of a loose 
coalition called “No Cold War,” which 
is “part of a lavishly funded influ-
ence campaign” that allegedly works 
“closely with the Chinese government 
media machines and is financing its 
propaganda worldwide.” 

The Times claims that Singham 
through various nonprofit groups in 
the U.S. also funds political activity 
of groups in South Africa and other 
parts of the world. 

Foreign Agents Registration Act
In addition to raising the specter of 

Foreign Agents Registration Act viola-
tions, the Times also quotes anonymous 
“tax experts” who say that Singham 
“may have” claimed tax deductions for 
his donations to nonprofit groups. This 

is a not-so-subtle hint to the government 
to initiate intrusive audits and jerk the 
tax exempt status of such groups. 

Codepink, People’s Forum, and other 
organizations are circulating and asking 
for signatures to a letter headlined “Mc-
Carthyism Is Back: Together We Can 
Stop It.” It correctly points out, “This at-
tack isn’t only on the left but against ev-
eryone who exercises their free speech 
and democratic rights.” Receiving funds 
to promote the views of an organization 
or individual “is not illicit,” it notes. 

But the statement undermines any 
ability to build a broad defense of the 
Constitution’s First Amendment rights 
by urging signers in its closing lines 
to “remain committed to building an 
international peace movement.” For 
Codepink, People’s Forum, Triconti-
nental Institute and some others tar-
geted by the Times, what they mean by 
“peace” is making excuses for Mos-
cow’s now year-and-a-half-long war 

on Ukraine’s national sovereignty and 
independence and calling for “nego-
tiations” that would leave substantial 
parts of that country occupied by the 
regime of Vladimir Putin. And keep-
ing quiet, at best, or openly supporting 
Beijing’s repressive actions against the 
Uighur national minority and protests 
for political rights in Hong Kong.

The broadest defense possible of 
free speech and association is needed. 
Like some daily mouthpiece of imperi-
alist Washington, the Times boasts that 
it “is the first to unravel the funding 
and document Mr. Singham’s ties to 
Chinese propaganda interests.” 

Already, the Times article and its al-
legations have been picked up by other 
news media around the world. Defend-
ers of the interests of the working class 
need to be prepared to respond to other 
attempts like this to undermine consti-
tutional rights, both those already un-
derway and more to come.

bY RoY lANdeRseN
As working people in Ukraine ex-

ert courageous efforts to reconquer 
parts of their country seized by the 
Vladimir Putin regime in Moscow, 
they are strongly motivated to defend 
their independence. At the same time, 
workers and oppressed nationalities 
across Russia are becoming increas-
ingly disaffected from Putin’s war. 

At the heart of these developments 
is the national question. The Ukrai-
nians were oppressed for centuries by 
Russia’s czars. They won autonomy for 
a few years after the 1917 Bolshevik 
Revolution led by V.I. Lenin. Then they 
came under the iron grip of Moscow 
again as the counterrevolution headed 
by Joseph Stalin took hold. Ukraine 
regained its independence in 1991 after 
the Soviet Union disintegrated. 

Putin blames Lenin for the creation 
of Ukraine as a nation. He insists it 
has no right to exist. But over the last 
decade Ukrainians have proved the 
opposite, fiercely fighting for their 
sovereignty. 

Following revelations of a series of 
corruption scandals, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky announced 
Aug. 11 that the chiefs of all region-
al army recruitment centers would 
be fired. They will be replaced with 
“warriors” from the front, he said, 
who have “lost their health, lost their 
limbs,” but who have “retained their 

SWP: Defend free speech, political rights!
Below is a statement issued Aug. 15 by Róger Calero, Socialist 

Workers Party candidate for New York City Council District 48.

Working people and all defenders of constitutional protections of 
free speech and assembly should oppose the campaign by the New 
York Times, now backed by Sen. Marco Rubio, for investigations and 
prosecution as “unregistered” foreign agents — in this case, for the 
government of China — of members or supporters of Codepink, Peo-
ple’s Forum and other organizations. We oppose any attempts to take 
away the tax exempt status of groups cited by the Times.

Since its enactment in 1938, as the U.S. rulers prepared to plunge 
working people into the second world imperialist slaughter, the For-
eign Agents Registration Act has been used repeatedly to persecute 
opponents of U.S. government policy, violate their democratic rights, 
and dangle a sword over the heads of many others. 

In recent decades we’ve seen this with the Cuban Five, Cuban revo-
lutionaries arrested in Florida in 1998 and handed down sentences 
from 15 years to life. Among other frame-up charges, they were found 
guilty of acting and “conspiring” to act as “unregistered” agents of the 
Cuban government. In fact, they were gathering information on coun-
terrevolutionary groups organizing and carrying out terrorist attacks 
on Cuba from U.S. soil. 

This year the U.S. government issued frame-up indictments of four 
leaders, members and former members of the African People’s Social-
ist Party as “unregistered” agents of the Russian Federation. They face 
up to 15 years in prison if convicted. Several aides to former President 
Donald Trump have faced trials on similar charges. 

Whatever your opinion of the political views of those targeted by 
the Times, the entire modern class struggle shows that the capitalist 
rulers use such charges to go after working-class militants and those in 
the revolutionary vanguard of workers’ struggles. It’s a law of history. 
Defending the right to free speech and association for all, no matter 
their views, is absolutely necessary to be able to defend and advance 
the interests of workers and farmers.

The Socialist Workers Party uncompromisingly defends and fights 
for the right of free speech and assembly. 

U.S. government hands off Codepink, People’s Forum and all the 
individuals and organizations targeted by the owners and editors of 
the New York Times!

Moscow’s war, Ukrainian resistance  
and the place of the national question

dignity and have no cynicism.” 
Meanwhile, the Kremlin is cyni-

cally using draftees, especially from 
the oppressed nationalities, as cannon 
fodder in its effort to crush Ukraine. 
An estimated quarter of a million 
Russian workers and farmers in uni-
form have been killed or wounded 
over the past 18 months. 

For every death from Moscow, pro-
portional to the population, there have 
been 87.5 from Dagestan, Russia’s 
southernmost republic; 275 from Burya-
tia; and 350 from Tuva. The latter two, 
in eastern Siberia, are among the poor-
est regions of Russia, whose people are 
mainly of Asian origin.  

The most frequent protests against the 
war’s toll have been in these regions by 
relatives of those in the army. The na-
tional question raises its head again.  

New York Times attacks free speech, spurs call for ‘foreign agent registration’ prosecutions.

New YoRk
New York
defend Constitutional Freedoms! drop 
Charges Against the African People’s 
socialist Party! Speakers: Oronde Shakur, 
African People’s Socialist Party; Manuel 
Meléndez Lavandero, Comités de la Resis-
tencia Boricua; John Studer, Socialist Work-
ers Party; Milagros Rivera, Cuba Solidarity 
Committee in Puerto Rico (by phone). Sat., 
Aug. 26, 6:30 p.m. Donation: $5. 307 W. 
36th St., 13th Fl. Tel: (646) 434-8117.

militant labor 
forums
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on the picket line

25, 50, and 75 years ago

August 24, 1998 
“Fidel, Fidel!” roared an enthusias-

tic crowd when Cuban president Fi-
del Castro arrived in Grenada Aug. 
2 on the last stop of a week-long tour 
through the English-speaking Carib-
bean. Just 15 years ago, U.S. forces in-
vaded Grenada, occupied the island for 
18 months, and installed a government 
subservient to Washington.

Hundreds of people came out to wel-
come the Cuban president, and show 
solidarity and appreciation for Cuba’s 
role in helping to develop and defend 
that island. Castro was present for the 
unveiling of a plaque to honor the Cuban 
internationalist construction workers 
killed in the 1983 U.S. invasion. They 
had been in Grenada building a new 
airport and defended themselves when 
attacked by the invading forces.

More than 5,000 Grenadians out of 
a population of 97,000 turned out to 
send off the Cuban leader at the end 
of his visit. 

August 31, 1973
DELANO, Calif. — Thousands of 

farm workers marched in the funeral 
procession here for a striking member 
of the United Farm Workers Union who 
died at the hands of a deputy sheriff 
Aug. 15. Because of the union-busting 
activity of local authorities, the UFW 
has demanded federal intervention. 
Vineyard owners, foremen, and scabs 
have been carrying guns and have used 
them on several occasions.

Meanwhile, in Fresno County, strik-
ers defied an injunction limiting the 
size of picket lines and the use of bull-
horns to appeal to non-strikers. In Tu-
lare County, officials dropped criminal 
charges against 249 pickets arrested for 
defying injunctions.

These victories were the fruits of 
the courage and tenacity of the strik-
ers, who continue their fight in the 
face of violence and victimization by 
the race-baiting, union-busting forces 
arrayed against them. 

August 30, 1948
An enraged public opinion is gather-

ing in support of James Kutcher, legless 
Newark veteran threatened with dis-
missal from his position with the Vet-
eran’s Administration because of mem-
bership in the Socialist Workers Party.

The pending dismissal is based on 
President Truman’s Executive Order 
which denies federal employment to 
those who belong to organizations 
listed as “subversive.” Kutcher boldly 
and “proudly affirms membership 
in the SWP.” Kutcher declared, “I 
do not advocate force and violence 
to achieve socialism; the only time I 
ever practiced force and violence was 
under orders given me in the Army by 
the U.S. Government.”

Kutcher brands the entire procedure 
involved in these hearings as “illegal 
and unconstitutional.” He insists they 
be open to the press and the public as 
the issues “concern the American peo-
ple as a whole.” 

Hotel workers protest violence 
against pickets in California

LONG BEACH, Calif. — Hundreds 
of hotel workers and their supporters 
protested outside the Hotel Maya in 
Long Beach Aug. 11, and at the Fair-
mont Miramar Hotel in Santa Monica 
and the Laguna Cliffs Marriott in 
Dana Point the next day. Violent as-
saults by hotel security against strik-
ing workers picketing there had taken 
place the previous weekend. UNITE 
HERE Local 11 has filed charges with 
the National Labor Relations Board. 
The union also announced a boycott 
against the hotels.

Contingents from a broad range of 
unions and community groups joined 
the protests. Josh Campbell, a strik-
ing Writers Guild of America picket 
captain, was part of a union delega-
tion joining the hotel workers in Santa 
Monica. “We’re here in solidarity,” he 
said. “When we heard about what hap-
pened at this hotel last week, we knew 
we had to be here today.”

Ada Briceño, co-president of Lo-
cal 11, told protesters in Long Beach, 
“They will not break us down. We will 
fight and win.”

— Bill Arth

Bus drivers strike at Autobus 
Venise in fight for higher wages

SALABERRY-DE VALLEY-
FIELD, Quebec — Unifor Local 700 
bus drivers working for Autobus Ve-
nise commemorated four months on 
strike here Aug. 3. They are fighting 
against inadequate and patronizing 
boss proposals. “We want to negoti-
ate, but we won’t negotiate for noth-
ing,” said Sylvain Brisson, president 
of the 50-member Autobus Venise 
union local. 

The strikers want a raise to 690 Cana-
dian dollars ($513) for 30 hours of work 
starting now, and a three-year contract. 
This amount would be a CA$23 an hour 
wage, as opposed to the CA$19.50 they 
get now. The drivers work split shifts, 
one driving students to school and the 
other taking them home.

The bosses have offered a four-year 
contract, at CA$650 a week the first 

year, CA$678 the second, and the last 
two years left open pending terms of a 
new deal with local school bosses. 

Other area bus drivers have recently 
won substantial raises. Autobus Mata-
nais, in the Gaspesie-Iles-de-la-Mad-
eleine, agreed to raise wages 30% to 
65% higher over a six-year contract. 
Autobus de l’Energie in Shawinigan 
agreed to raise wages from CA$24.91 
to CA$28.32 starting July 1. Drivers 
at both companies had been on strike 
since March. Both groups of drivers are 
members of the CSN union. 

Their examples show significant 
gains can be won through deter-
mined strike actions backed by labor 
solidarity. 

“Getting insight on the struggle here 
was eye opening, to say the least,” said 
Jourdain Dumont, one of four Canadi-
an National conductors who joined the 
Unifor picket line Aug. 3. “The fight 
to make a livable wage is a scenario 
we’re all too familiar with. We have the 
strength in numbers and can accom-
plish more when we stand together.”

“On June 26, the company hired 
scabs to run the buses,” Brisson said. 

But the Labor’s Administrative Tribu-
nal ruled against this move Aug. 3, put-
ting a stop to the scabs. 

Autobus Venise is owned by Soges-
co, which runs 32 bus and transporta-

tion companies throughout Quebec. 
The bosses hope its size will intimidate 
the workers. The pickets are up from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday to Friday. 

— Alexandre Jacob

By Anne Howie
MANCHESTER, England — Strik-

ing members of the Rail, Maritime and 
Transport Workers union were joined 
on picket lines by disability rights cam-
paigners and other trade unionists in 
many parts of the country during one-
day strikes by 20,000 rail workers on 
July 20, 22 and 29.  

Weeks before, rail bosses had an-
nounced the closure of almost all station 
ticket offices, cutting more than 2,000 
jobs. Both the RMT and the Associ-
ated Society of Locomotive Engineers 
and Firemen held a series of strikes over 
the past year. The government and rail 
bosses demand unions accept job cuts 
and attacks on working conditions to get 
higher pay.  

A July 18 meeting of over 100 peo-
ple organized by Manchester RMT 
branches was addressed by Mick 

Lynch, the union’s general secretary; 
members of disability rights groups; 
and Andrew Burnham, mayor of 
Greater Manchester.

The fight against the ticket office clo-
sures is “about humanity, accessibility 
and we are determined to win,” RMT 
regional organizer Craig Johnson said. 
Train company Avanti West Coast has 
already announced 192 redundancies, 
Johnson said, despite claims by rail 
bosses that workers would be relocated.

“No one will be there to help us with 
ticket machines,” Kevin Greenham 
from the National Federation for the 
Blind told the meeting. Only 3% of vi-
sually impaired people say they can use 
a ticket machine. 

Workers need a labor movement 
that is not just about the world of 
work, Lynch told the meeting, but 
one “that goes into our communities, 

we’ve got to stand together.”
The Rail Delivery Group, an orga-

nization of rail company bosses, “says 
it is modernizing,” said Rick Burgess, 
a member of the Greater Manchester 
Disabled Peoples Panel. “There’s noth-
ing modern about excluding disabled 
people from public transport.” He urged 
participants to join RMT picket lines. 

“I see this first of all as a fight for 
jobs,” said Janine Cantwell, a Rail, Mar-
itime and Transport member and dis-
patcher at Manchester Victoria station. 
Rail workers had received no pay raise 
for years, she added, and closing ticket 
offices or reducing their hours would 
make it harder for older people to get re-
duced fares. The RMT is demanding a 
pay raise to match inflation. 

Mark Porter, union convener at 
Rolls Royce in Barnoldswick, Lan-
cashire, gave greetings to the meeting 
from Unite, noting that members of 
the RMT joined the picket line of Rolls 
Royce workers in 2021. “This is an at-
tack on the most vulnerable,” he said. 
“We stand together.”  

Through fights like this, unions can 
challenge decisions taken “by those 
driven by profit, instead of those of 
us who work on the railway and the 
working people who use it,” said Pete 
Clifford during the discussion. Clif-
ford is an RMT member and train 
dispatcher at Manchester Piccadilly 
station and the Communist League 
candidate for Manchester Central in 
next year’s general election. 

During the discussion I pointed to the 
fight waged by residents of East Pales-
tine, Ohio, and rail unions in the U.S., 
to make the Norfolk Southern rail com-
pany take responsibility for the damage 
caused by the derailment and spillage of 
toxic chemicals there in February. Rail 
bosses had cut jobs, endangering the 
lives of workers and those living near the 
tracks, highlighting the need for unions 
to fight for control over safety, I said. 

The RMT has called further strikes 
for Aug. 26 and Sept. 2.  

Anne Howie is a member of the RMT at 
Manchester Piccadilly station.

Militant/Norton Sandler

Striking hotel workers, members of UNITE HERE Local 11, rally in Long Beach, California, 
Aug. 11 in fight for contract and against violent attacks by hotel security on picket lines.
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ery Outlet in Dayton, Ohio, who drove 
together to Memphis to deliver solidar-
ity cards and contributions from their 
local union members.

The Local 57 delegation included 
bakery workers Gary Ringo and Kai-
tlin Estill and business agent Earl 
Farris. They had helped get signa-
tures on the card and raise money to 
bring to the strikers. Forty-one work-
ers signed and donated $240. The lo-
cal kicked in $250 more.  

“Lots of workers in the plant con-
tributed to making the card that we 
brought. One came up with the head-
line, another did the graphics, some 
of us circulated it to other workers to 
sign,” Estill said. “It helps strengthen 
us to do something like this.”  

“Workers in Cincinnati were mad 
when we heard that IFF didn’t want to 
give workers Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day off and that IFF wants to be able to 

BY JOE SWANSON
Since the Feb. 3 Norfolk Southern 

derailment and fires contaminated 
East Palestine, Ohio, working people 
everywhere have been paying atten-
tion to the job conditions and life dis-
ruptions the bosses’ drive for profits 
inflicts on rail workers and their fami-
lies. During picketing by rail workers’ 
unions last fall — part of their fight 
for a contract with livable wages, 
schedules, crew sizes and safety pro-
tections — many carried signs say-
ing, “Railroaders lives matter.” 

But the rail bosses organize their op-
erations in ways that all too often lead 
to the death and maiming of workers. 
Four rail workers have been killed over 
the last seven weeks. 

Twenty-eight-year-old Derek Scott 
Little, a CSX conductor trainee, was 
killed on the job June 26 at the Seagirt 
Marine Terminal in Baltimore. Jacory 
Ceaser, 24, was killed July 15 when he 
was crushed between two intermodal 
cars in Chicago. Forty-year-old Travis 
Bradley, a CSX conductor from Ridge-
ley, West Virginia, was killed Aug. 
6 when he was riding on the side of a 
train through a close clearance in Cum-
berland, Maryland. 

And a contract worker, whose name 
has not yet been released, was killed 
after being struck by railroad track 
equipment Aug. 4 at a remote location 
between Great Barrington and Shef-
field, Massachusetts. 

The Class 1 rail bosses’ operating 
system is based on longer and heavier 
trains — up to 3 miles long — with 
smaller and smaller crews, on schedules 
that dictate constant fatigue, with insuf-
ficient training and immeasurable other 
ways of cutting corners on safety. Some 
30% of the total workforce on these 
railroads have been eliminated in less 
than a decade. They’ve boosted profits 
by over 50%, and are hungry for more. 

Don Grissom, an assistant to the 
president of the Brotherhood of Rail-
way Carmen — which inspects, main-
tains and repairs rail cars — told a 2022 
congressional hearing how this works. 
A Union Pacific railroad yard that had 
74 carmen in 2018 now has 24 on duty 
to inspect trains, he said. 

Each rail car has up to 180 inspec-
tion points counting both sides of the 
car, he testified. “One defective car can 
derail an entire train.” Carmen “were 
permitted around 3 minutes per car on 
predeparture inspections.” At the same 
UP yard, “on a 150 car train, we’re only 
allowed 2.5 hours maximum to perform 
inspections,” a minute or less per car. 

“However, when the FRA [Federal 
Railroad Administration] is on the 
property, that rule changes to 4 hours 
and they give us four Carmen to do it. 
But as soon as the FRA leaves, it’s back 
to business as usual.” 

“Why do this?” he asked. “Simple: 
profits.” 

To mark the six-month anniversary 

since the East Palestine derailment, 
the AFL-CIO’s 37-union Transporta-
tion Trades Department issued a pub-
lic statement. “There have been more 
than 60 high-profile derailments since 
East Palestine,” it said. “Through it 
all, freight rail companies have main-
tained their fundamental disregard 
for public safety. Safety is just a buzz-
word to the railroads.”

East Palestine: ‘We stand with you’
“To the people of East Palestine: we 

have not forgotten you. We see you. We 
stand with you. We fight with you. Soli-
darity forever,” says the statement.

On Aug. 11 the Occupational Safe-
ty and Health Administration an-
nounced it had levied four citations 
against Norfolk Southern for viola-

tions of workers’ safety following the 
derailment. Most had to do with the 
bosses’ drive to get the tracks relaid 
on top of the contaminated soil and 
ballast one day after the derailment. 

OSHA cited the company for fail-
ing to make sure workers wore chem-
ical resistant footwear when working 
on contaminated ground, for letting 
workers with no respiratory protec-
tion pour cement on contaminated 
soil and not training them about haz-
ardous chemicals. 

The bosses agreed to pay a fine of 
$49,111, part of a settlement with the 
agency and the Brotherhood of Main-
tenance of Way Employees rail union. 

Following the derailment and the 
public outcry raised by rail workers and 
area residents alike, the nation’s largest 
freight railroads reluctantly agreed to 
participate in a federal safety program 
that allows workers to report safety is-
sues anonymously. But no rail lines 
have actually signed up. 

Vincent G. Verna, a vice president of 
the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engi-
neers and Trainmen, said the rail com-
panies “do not want to relinquish their 
ability to discipline their employees 
who report something.” 

“Working conditions on the rail-
roads today make for an unforgiving 
life,” Lance Anton, a conductor and 
SMART-TD union member with some 
12 years experience, told the Militant. 
“Rail workers have to deal with work-
ing 12 hours shifts or longer, at times in 
difficult weather, and dealing with con-
tinuous harassment and speedup.”

He said rail bosses need to be forced to 
provide more training before new hires 
are set up. “It takes two to three years 
experience for conductors and engineers 
to work safely and with confidence, to 
learn the company rules, the yard and 
road terrains, to spot cars at industry 
sidings, where other crews are working 
and many derailments happen.” 

No rail worker needs to die on the 
job! We need to use union power to 
fight for workers control over operating 
conditions and safety as the only way to 
reverse the treacherous conditions rail 
workers and those that live and work 
near railroad property face. 

Our unions need to fight for trains no 
longer than 50 cars, and a minimum of 
four-person crews, with two on the head 
engine and two on a caboose or rear en-
gine. And they need to take control over 
new-hire training. 

Joe Swanson is a retired conductor and 
member of SMART-TD.

Memphis strike ‘standing strong’ against IFF bosses

Bosses drive for profits, rail 
workers lose lives and limbs

change their health care plan with only 
a month’s notice,” Ringo added. “And 
we work a lot of forced overtime too, so 
they relate to the fight to be paid time-
and-a-half for that.”  

“This experience is going to help the 
union members at Klosterman in their 
contract fight when their contract is up 
in a year and a half. They’ll get a lot out 
of meeting the strikers here in Mem-
phis,” said Farris.  

The Ohio delegation also included 
Jacquie Henderson, who brought a 
card and donations from workers at the 
Dayton outlet store and solidarity from 
BCTGM Local 19.  

The strikers picket 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. The visiting union-
ists met up with several International 
Flavors and Fragrances workers, in-
cluding Local 390G President Cedric 
Wilson, at dawn as they came off night 
shift picket duty. They gave Wilson their 
cards of support and contributions.  

Michael Hibler, who has worked 
in the plant since 1974, was one of the 
overnight pickets who greeted them. 
“We get a lot of support from workers 
in the Memphis area,” he said, as many 
drivers honked in support. “They know 
why we are here. They are facing some 
of the same things we are.

“And we appreciate all their sup-
port,” he said. “We live by those 
words on your cards about standing 
together in solidarity.”  

“The company hasn’t come back 
to the bargaining table yet, but we can 
sense their desperation,” Wilson said. 
“They’re trying to get some of us to 
cross the line and come back to work. 

We’re not going back until we get the 
contract we deserve.”  

Wilson explained that until about a 
year ago, half of the lab workers didn’t 
belong to the union. “The company had 
lied to them, telling them they would 
have to pay back union dues for all the 
years they worked here if they signed 
up,” he said. “When we explained the 
truth we convinced them to join and be 
part of the fight.”

Glenda Sumner, one of several lab 
workers walking the picket line that 
morning, said, “This is not about 
money, it’s about workers’ rights. I’m 
proud of my team. We’re all out here 
and we’re representing!”  

Estill said that Klosterman often 
forces younger and newer workers 
onto dangerous jobs without enough 
training or safety equipment. “Many 
workers have scars on their arms from 
burns,” she said.

“You shouldn’t have to put up with 
that,” said striker Zandra Lee. “At IFF 
we fought for better personal protection 
equipment after there was an accident 
and a worker got hurt.” She showed 
them what type of gloves they wear to 
protect themselves.

“When we go back, we’re going to 
fight for this type of protection,” said 
Estill.  The strikers deserve all the 
support they can get, which strength-
ens their fight — and the whole labor 
movement. Contributions are needed. 
Go to https://www.gofundme.com/f/
bctgm-local-390g-iff-memphis-work-
ers-on-strike

Join the picket line, night or day, at 
4272 S. Mendenhall Road in Memphis.

Continued from front page

Read about the battles that 
forged the labor movement

$27

pathfi
nderpress.com

Trains/David Lassen

Rail workers picket North American Rail Shippers’ Kansas City conference, May 2022, during 
contract negotiations. Four rail workers have been killed on the job in the last seven weeks.
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Defense of constitutional freedoms is key issue in class struggle
by Judge Thomas Griesa in the SWP’s 
landmark federal lawsuit against de-
cades of FBI spying and harassment. In 
a victory for all working people, Griesa 
ruled in 1986 that government spying on 
the SWP was unconstitutional. 

Acknowledging that the SWP is a 
revolutionary organization, Griesa 
said that government informers had 
never produced a shred of evidence 
the party engages in espionage, vio-
lence or terrorism. 

“The evidence does show in consider-
able detail the nature of the SWP’s ac-
tual, lawful activities,” which, the judge 
added, it “has a clear constitutional right 
to carry out.” Clark urged participants to 
read Griesa’s ruling, along with trial tes-
timony by SWP National Secretary Jack 
Barnes and former National Secretary 
Farrell Dobbs in FBI on Trial: The Vic-
tory in the Socialist Workers Party Suit 
Against Government Spying, published 
by Pathfinder Press.

Days after the forum, Democrats took 
the assault on constitutional freedoms 
another step. A grand jury in Georgia 
indicted Trump and 18 others Aug. 14 
for racketeering, conspiracy, making 
false statements and other charges. The 
Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Or-
ganizations Act, purportedly enacted to 
combat the mafia, has been widely used 
to target unions. 

The SWP’s defense of free speech is 
nothing new, Clark said. Leon Trotsky, 
a leader of the Bolshevik Revolution in 
Russia, explained in 1939 that all sup-
pression of rights, no matter who the tar-
get, comes down on the working class. 
That is a “law of history,” Trotsky said.

Clark also cited SWP leader James P. 
Cannon’s response when New York City 
authorities banned a Nazi rally in 1960. 
“Our line is free speech. We have to 
fight for it and convince other people we 
mean it,” Cannon wrote. “As the class 
struggle develops, we will have to fight 
the fascists, and not only with words.” 
But this won’t be a fight to deprive them 
of the right to speak. It will be “a defen-
sive fight to prevent them from interfer-
ing with the rights of workers.” 

New York Times columnist Thomas 
Edsall recently pointed to liberals’ in-
creasingly open hostility toward the 
First Amendment. But Edsall’s claim 
that liberals have historically been the 
staunchest defenders of free speech is 
false, Clark said. Among the promi-
nent examples he cited was Judge 
Griesa, a conservative Republican 
and Nixon appointee, who ruled for 
the SWP against the FBI. 

John Studer, the Militant’s editor, 
recalled from the audience that it was 
Democratic President Franklin Roos-
evelt who remade the FBI into a politi-
cal police force targeting militant work-
ers, Black rights fighters, opponents of 
Washington’s wars and SWP members.

At the forum were two people who 
had joined a solidarity brigade that had 
traveled from Puerto Rico to Cuba last 
year. On their return 60 brigadistas 
were interrogated by the FBI. “None 
of them talked to the FBI,” one of the 
trip participants reported. 

Throughout modern history, Clark 
said, attacks on political rights have 
accompanied steps toward war by the 
rulers, such as we’re seeing again to-
day. Moscow’s 18-month war against 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and independence 

is accelerating tensions be-
tween capitalist powers. In 
response to large-scale joint 
naval exercises off Alaska’s 
Aleutian Islands by Mos-
cow and Beijing, Washing-
ton deployed warships and 
aircraft to track the vessels. 
Especially in such volatile 
times, the imperialist rulers 
tighten the screws on free 
speech and political activity. 

A dangerous threat to 
rights was advanced in a re-
cent New York Times article, 
“Rich U.S. Leftist Linked 
to Web of Global Chinese 
Propaganda,” Clark said. It 
fingers individuals linked 
with the People’s Forum, 
Codepink, and other groups 
for alleged violations of 
the Foreign Agents Registration Act. 
A statement condemning the attack by 
Róger Calero, SWP candidate for New 
York City Council, appears on page 4. 

A road to unify the working class
Constitutional rights are also at the 

center of the June 29 Supreme Court 
ruling overturning two university ad-
missions programs, Clark said.

“The mass struggle for Black rights, 
the anti-Vietnam War movement and 
resistance among workers in coal, rail, 
steel and packinghouses opened the 
door to winning affirmative action,” 
Clark said. In 1974 a consent decree 
pressed by the United Steelworkers 
union set hiring goals in basic steel for 
Blacks, women, and Latinos, helping 
overcome divisions and strengthen that 
union and others. 

As the labor movement retreated over 
the next few decades, however, affirma-
tive action was “substantially corrupted 
into a tool of capitalist division benefit-
ing the most privileged layers,” Clark 
noted, citing SWP leader Jack Barnes 
from the book Are They Rich Because 
They’re Smart? Class, Privilege, and 
Learning under Capitalism.

“Rights that mark true progress for 
the working class are color blind,” Clark 
said. It took the Civil War and Radical 
Reconstruction to uproot slavery and 
win the 14th Amendment. No state, that 
amendment says, shall “deny to any per-
son within its jurisdiction the equal pro-
tection of the laws.” 

“Our society is not, and has never 
been colorblind,” writes Justice Clar-
ence Thomas in a concurring opinion 
on the Supreme Court ruling. “But un-
der the Fourteenth Amendment, the law 
must disregard all racial distinctions.” 
Thomas recounts how the court aban-
doned that constitutional protection in 

its 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson ruling, pro-
viding legal cover to racist segregation. 
As a result, Thomas said, “even the 
promise” of the 14th Amendment “took 
time to materialize.” 

“But it wasn’t ‘time’ that tore down 
Jim Crow,” Clark said. “It was class 
struggle. You won’t find a description 
of that in any of the justices’ opinions.” 
He described the SWP’s participation in 
those battles, from building the industrial 
unions in the 1930s and ’40s that started 
breaking down segregation, to the Mont-
gomery bus boycott and other fights that 
marked the proletarian movement for 
civil rights in the 1950s and ’60s.

In a dissenting opinion, Justice Ket-
anji Jackson Brown says the ruling 
values racial diversity “in the [mili-
tary] bunker, not the boardroom.” Her 
comments highlight the upper-mid-
dle-class and professional aspirations 
of the layers she speaks for, Clark said. 
In contrast, Thomas says the Harvard 
and similar admissions programs are 
“a call to empower privileged elites” 
in “a world in which everyone is de-
fined by their skin color.” 

Working people have an opposing 
starting point. Bourgeois revolutions 
cleared the path for the working-class 
movement. Democratic republics and 
universal suffrage enabled labor “to 
achieve its present unity and solidar-
ity,” said Bolshevik leader V.I. Lenin in 
1919, for “waging a systematic struggle 
against capital.” Without this, “this de-
velopment of the working class would 
have been impossible.” Constitutional 
protections won by farmers and me-
chanics during the First American Rev-
olution, and then by toiling producers of 
all skin colors during the Second, are 
what the SWP defends today.

But a bourgeois republic remains “a 
machine for the suppression of some 

people by others,” Lenin added. “As 
long as there is exploitation there cannot 
be equality.” Real protection, Clark said, 
comes from using political space to fight 
for a revolution that can bring the work-
ing class and its allies to power. 

Caliber of Cuban leadership
The historic accomplishments of the 

leadership forged by Fidel Castro are 
recounted in Joseph Hansen’s Dynamics 
of the Cuban Revolution and the SWP’s 
2022 political resolution, reprinted in 
The Low Point of Labor Resistance 
Is Behind Us: The Socialist Workers 
Party Looks Forward, Clark said. The 
proletarian and internationalist course 
that Castro led “did not simply trans-
form the lives, conditions, and political 
consciousness of workers and farmers 
in Cuba,” the resolution explains. “It 
opened a renewal of communist lead-
ership in the Americas, in the United 
Sates and beyond.” 

Hansen described the caliber of the 
revolutionists of action — that’s what he 
called them, revolutionists of action — 
who led workers and farmers in Cuba to 
conquer power in the face of the most 
powerful ruling class in history. “I was 
taught that important as books are and 
for all the time that must be put into 
mastering them,” Hansen wrote, “what 
is decisive is the revolution itself.” 

“Workers learn through fighting, 
gaining unity and class conscious-
ness,” Clark said. “So we can take the 
next necessary steps — breaking with 
the bosses’ Democratic and Republican 
parties and building a labor party based 
on the unions.” 

The program and continuity of the So-
cialist Workers Party point the necessary 
way forward for the working class in the 
U.S., as part of the world struggle for so-
cialism. “You can’t wait for a revolution-
ary situation to build a proletarian party. 

“That’s the lesson of the assault Cas-
tro led on the Moncada garrison in San-
tiago de Cuba in 1953,” Clark added. 
Despite failing to take the garrison, that 
battle opened Cuba’s revolutionary war 
leading to the conquest of power by 
workers and farmers just six years later.

Clark urged participants to join 
SWP members defending constitu-
tional protections, building support 
for union struggles and organizing 
opposition to the U.S. rulers’ eco-
nomic war on Cuba. “And above all, 
forging a working-class party that can 
and will lead tens of millions to make 
the American socialist revolution.”

Depiction of battle during Shay’s Rebellion in 1787. Struggles by farmers and mechanics in First American 
Revolution and by working people of all skin colors in the Second American Revolution won constitution-
al protections Socialist Workers Party defends today, Steve Clark told participants in New York forum.

Two books to help understand, organize and act to prevent 
government assaults on freedoms protected in Constitution

FBI on Trial: The Victory in the 
Socialist Workers Party Suit 
Against Government Spying  
By Jack Barnes, Farrell Dobbs 
and others     —  $17
50 Years of Covert Operations 
in the US: Washington’s 
Political Police and the 
American Working Class   
By Larry Seigle, Farrell Dobbs 
and Steve Clark     — $10

www.pathfinderpress.com 
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Bohemia

Cuban militia members celebrate successfully defending their socialist revolution against 
an April 1961 invasion at Playa Girón fomented by the capitalist rulers in Washington.

Cuba and the Coming American 
Revolution by Jack Barnes, national 
secretary of the Socialist Workers 
Party, is one of Pathfinder’s Books of 
the Month for August. The excerpt is 
from the chapter “There will be a vic-
torious revolution in the United States 
before a victorious counterrevolution 
in Cuba,” based on talks by Barnes in 
March 2001. Cuba’s workers and farm-
ers crushed the U.S.-backed mercenary 
assault at Playa Girón in less than 72 
hours. It was U.S. imperialism’s first 
military defeat in the Americas. On the 
eve of the battle, Fidel Castro told the 
world they had made a socialist revolu-
tion. Copyright © 2007 by Pathfinder 
Press. Reprinted by permission. 

by JACk bArnes
The U.S. rulers were wrong about 

the workers and farmers of Cuba. Of-
ficials in the CIA and White House ex-
pected the invasion force, after a few 
days, to spark some uprisings against 
the revolutionary government. They 
anticipated some divisions among the 
officers of Cuba’s revolutionary armed 
forces, too. By analogy, the imperial-
ists saw the government in Cuba as 
some tropical variety of a Stalinist 
regime, with the same inherent brittle-
ness. And they saw the cadres of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces as some 

radical variant of a bourgeois Latin 
American officer corps, comparable to 
those they had long dealt with. …

The battle wasn’t bungled by the op-
erations section of the CIA; it was won 
by the workers and farmers of revolu-
tionary Cuba. What led to the outcome 
wasn’t the military inadequacy of the 
imperialist rulers, something they could 
conceivably — and rapidly — improve; 
it was their class political blindness, 
something they cannot change. And this 
blindness extended all the way from the 
White House, to the CIA, to the liberal 
opinion molders, to the leadership of the 
mercenary brigade itself. …

[A] March 13, 1961, speech by Fi-
del Castro, [was] given as Washing-
ton was accelerating its campaign of 
terror aimed at overturning the Cu-
ban Revolution. …

There is one thing the Cuban people 
“can tell Mr. Kennedy,” Castro said 
to the cheering crowd. “A victorious 
revolution will be seen in the United 
States before a victorious counter-
revolution in Cuba.”

We’re convinced that sentence re-
mains as accurate today as it was in 
1961. It’s not a prediction; it’s not an 
encouraging clap on the back. It’s the 
recognition of how capitalism works, 
of the line of march of working peo-
ple, and of the communist caliber 
of the revolutionary movement in 
Cuba. For revolutionists in the United 

States, in Cuba, and around the world, 
it sharply poses Lenin’s famous ques-
tion: What is to be done?

Fidel’s assertion makes quite a state-
ment about the Cuban Revolution — 
even more so forty years later, if you 
think about it, than it did at the time. 
And it was quite a statement in 1961! …

We should recall that only a mat-
ter of days after their defeat at Playa 
Girón, the Kennedy administration be-
gan making plans for an invasion force 
of tens of thousands of soldiers to as-
sault Cuba. The invasion was to be the 
culmination of a stepped-up program 
of covert air and sea attacks, terrorist 
activity, economic sabotage — and as-
sassinations. By the end of 1961 these 
plans had been formalized as Opera-
tion Mongoose, with Brigadier Gen-
eral Edward Lansdale formally in 
charge. But this time around the opera-
tion was organized directly out of the 
White House under the supervision of 
the president’s brother Robert F. Ken-
nedy, who was attorney general. ...

One of the recently declassified Mon-
goose “memorandums for the record” 
recounts a March 1962 meeting in the 
Oval Office to discuss a proposed plan 
to assassinate Fidel Castro during a visit 
to Ernest Hemingway’s former home 
near Havana. The memo, drafted by 
Lansdale, reported “agreement that the 
matter was so delicate and sensitive 
that it shouldn’t be surfaced to the Spe-

cial Group” — the joint CIA-Pentagon-
White House body chaired by Robert 
Kennedy that oversaw Mongoose — 
“until we were ready to go, and then not 
in detail. I pointed out that this all per-
tained to fractioning the regime” — a 
code word for assassination.

“If it happened,” the memo conclud-
ed, “it could develop like a brushfire, 
much as in Hungary, and we must be 
prepared to help it win our goal of Cuba 
freed of a Communist government.”

It’s the memo’s reference to Hunga-
ry that I want to call to your attention. 
Lansdale was drawing an analogy to the 
Hungarian Revolution of October 1956. 
Armed workers had risen up against the 
brutal Stalinist regime and established 
revolutionary councils in Hungary that 
year, before being crushed by Soviet 
tanks a few weeks later.

But this Operation Mongoose mem-
orandum is another example of the U.S. 
rulers being taken in by their own ide-
ology. Because the socialist revolution 
in Cuba is not some variant of a Stalin-
ist regime — one with broader popu-
lar support to begin with, perhaps, but 
nonetheless fundamentally alien to the 
toilers. To the contrary, the revolution-
ary government in Cuba — a workers 
and peasants regime, the dictatorship 
of the proletariat — is the opposite 
of the regimes of a privileged, petty-
bourgeois caste in Hungary, the Soviet 
Union, China, Vietnam, or anywhere 
else. Just as Stalinism itself is not a 
degenerate form of Bolshevism but 
its negation — a counterrevolutionary 
current that emerged and crystallized 
in deadly opposition to the continuity 
of Lenin’s course and its proletarian 
internationalist foundations.

As proven at Playa Girón, and then 
once again a year and a half later in 
October 1962, the workers and peas-
ants of Cuba weren’t biding their time, 
waiting for some external shock in or-
der to rise up and overthrow a hated 
pseudo-socialist government. Instead, 
on both occasions they mobilized in 
the millions to defend their national 
sovereignty, their socialist revolution, 
and its revolutionary leadership.

Fidel Castro has referred to the col-
lapse of the puffed-up regimes in the 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe as 
“the fall of the meringue.” There was 
no meringue in Cuba, at the opening of 
the 1960s. Nor is there one today.
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Editorial Threat of war growing

Military coup in Niger heightens tensions in Africa

Continued from front page

Continued from front page
Neighboring capitalist powers, backed by Washing-

ton, threaten to intervene to overturn the coup. 
Tchiani dissolved Niger’s Constitution and sus-

pended the former government. His military regime 
says it will prosecute Bazoum for treason, based on 
his relations with foreign governments. 

Paris, the former colonial ruler, has 1,500 troops in 
Niger, the largest contingent of the 5,650 troops it de-
ploys in Africa. Niger’s substantial uranium deposits 
are key for France’s nuclear power plants, which pro-
duce most of the country’s electricity. Paris also ex-
ports power to Germany, which cut off its imports of 
gas from Russia after Putin’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Washington has two military bases and 1,100 troops 
in Niger. Prior to the coup, they had been training and 
advising Bazoum’s special forces. The Pentagon has 
unleashed drone strikes on Libya from Niger and 
mounted surveillance operations in the region. 

The rulers in both Paris and Washington have spent 
years intervening in the Sahel, a region of western and 
north-central Africa below the Sahara, pursuing their 
own separate imperialist interests. Both justify their 
presence as attempts to stop Islamist forces, which 
have taken over vast swathes of land in Mali and else-
where, forcing millions to flee their homes. Neither 
has had much success. Last year the U.S. State De-
partment described Niger as a “lynchpin of stability in 
the Sahel” after coups in Mali and Burkina Faso led to 
the ouster of French troops and openings for Moscow. 

Coup leaders in Niger announced an end to mili-
tary agreements with the French government. The 
failure of French forces to stem Islamist terror groups’ 
incursions from Mali deepened hostility toward Paris 
among working people in both countries. Tchiani also 
halted joint military exercises with the U.S. 

Thousands demonstrated Aug. 11 near a French 
military base in Niamey, Niger’s capital, chanting 
“Down with France! Down with ECOWAS!” The 
Economic Community of West African States is a 
bloc of 15 nations threatening military intervention 
to overturn the coup. It is headed by the rulers of 
Nigeria, who are allied with Washington. 

The new rulers in Niger, along with coup leaders 
in Burkina Faso and Mali, posture as anti-imperi-
alist fighters to garner support.

Since the coup, Paris and Washington have sus-
pended financial assistance to Niger. Nearly half the 
country’s budget comes from foreign aid. For decades 
the rulers in Niger have used the CFA franc, a curren-
cy set up and controlled by the French government, to 
aid its domination and plunder of the region. Fourteen 
African governments rely on the CFA franc.

For working people in Niger, the political turmoil 

comes on top of economic destitution and increasing 
threats from the Islamist forces. Most are subsistence 
farmers with small landholdings, coping with frequent 
droughts. Some 21 million out of a population of 25 
million have no access to electricity. Basic sanitary fa-
cilities are available to only 13% of the population in 
rural areas. High prices and food shortages are exacer-
bated by today’s crisis of capitalism worldwide. 

For both Niger’s capitalist rulers and their longtime 
allies in Paris and more recently Washington, the coup 
has sharpened competition over control of the coun-
try’s mineral resources and potentially vast profits. 
Niger has large deposits of coal, oil and gold. Chinese 
capitalists are also exploiting Niger’s oil and uranium, 
and Beijing is building an oil pipeline in the southeast. 

Moscow intervenes across region
Russian President Vladimir Putin is pushing to ex-

pand Moscow’s influence, trade and military presence 
in the region, taking advantage of the growing diffi-
culties faced by Paris and Washington. Tensions be-
tween Washington and Moscow have increased since 
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine and the punishing sanc-
tions imposed by Washington and its allies on Russia. 
Pressures toward new wars are growing. 

Putin has deployed Wagner mercenaries in conflicts 
across Africa since 2017. Today they operate in Mali 
and Libya, which border Niger, and in the Central Af-
rican Republic and Sudan. 

Wagner chief Yevgeny Prigozhin hailed the coup 
as a victory in the battle “of the people of Niger with 
their colonizers.” He hopes the coup will lead to open-
ings to expand Wagner’s reach in the Sahel.

Shortly after announcing his military forces would 
no longer permit Ukrainian grain shipments to Af-
rica and one day after the coup, Putin hosted a meet-
ing with African heads of state in St. Petersburg. He 
promised some Russian grain and military aid in 
exchange for political support for his regime’s mur-
derous war against Ukraine. Prigozhin also attended, 
meeting with participants on the sidelines.

The Russian foreign ministry condemned threats 
by ECOWAS leaders to invade Niger. 

After the coup, governments in ECOWAS imposed 
sanctions on Niger, making life harder for working 
people there. People living near Niger’s border with 
Nigeria depend on cross-border trade for most basic 
necessities. The Nigerian government has cut its pow-
er supply to Niger, the source of 70% of its electricity. 

While ECOWAS nations have yet to invade, 
their forces remain on standby. The military-led 
governments in Mali and Burkina Faso condemned 
ECOWAS leaders’ threats to invade, pledging to 
assist Niger’s new rulers. 

The course led by Thomas Sankara in Burki-
na Faso is a powerful example to working people 
across Africa, in the U.S. and worldwide. Tens of 
millions confront social and economic crises, the 
deadly consequences of Moscow’s war in Ukraine 
and the threat of new wars.

Sankara led a revolution, toppling a pro-imperialist 
regime and replacing it with a popular revolutionary 
government. As president between 1983 and 1987, he 
used political power to organize the toiling classes to 
confront the results of imperialist exploitation and to 
transform their conditions and lives. 

Burkina Faso, formerly Upper Volta, was one of the 
poorest countries in Africa — as Niger is today. The 
revolutionary government mobilized the toiling ma-
jority to fight for what they needed, to build their own 
mass organizations and to join with struggles world-
wide against imperialist domination and capitalist ex-
ploitation. It curtailed the power of the landowners and 
exploiting classes. It nationalized the land to guarantee 
peasants the fruits of their labor. 

Millions were mobilized to carry out literacy and 
immunization drives, and build wells, dams, schools, 
housing and a national railroad. They planted trees to 
push back the Sahara desert, whose encroachment is a 
challenge to peoples across the Sahel. 

“As Karl Marx said, those who live in a palace do 
not think about the same things, nor in the same way, 
as those who live in a hut,” Sankara said in 1986. “The 
struggle to defend the trees and forest is above all a 
struggle against imperialism.” 

From the outset his government mobilized wom-
en to fight for their emancipation. Ending women’s 
subjugation “is a basic necessity for the revolution 
to triumph,” he said. 

While some political figures in Africa try to bask 
in the legacy of Sankara to get a hearing, there is 
no government in Africa today following the revo-
lutionary course he blazed.

Like Fidel Castro, the central leader of Cuba’s so-
cialist revolution, Sankara acted on the capacities of 
ordinary men and women to transform the world and 
themselves. He spoke on behalf of the exploited world-
wide, against governments that serve the exploiters. 

Sankara was assassinated in a counterrevolution-
ary coup to protect the interests of those whose class 
domination was threatened by a deep going revolu-
tion. Since then he has become a symbol for millions 
of workers, farmers and young people. 

Pathfinder publishes Thomas Sankara Speaks, in 
English, Spanish and French. Read what Sankara said 
and help get the book into the hands of fellow workers. 

cluded destruction of a mock enemy submarine as 
well as helicopter landing-and-takeoff practice on 
each other’s ships. 

While a direct conflict between U.S. imperialism 
and its allies on one side and the regimes in Moscow 
and Beijing on the other is not yet imminent, disputes 
over their clashing economic, political and military in-
terests are on the rise across the world. 

Moscow’s Feb. 24, 2022, invasion of Ukraine — 
the largest land and air war on European soil in 
decades — accelerated shifts in alliances among 
imperialist powers and capitalist governments 
worldwide and set off a new arms race. As capital-
ist ruling classes compete for markets and profits, 
they are also preparing for wars to come.

Although weakened in many ways, U.S. imperi-
alism remains the dominant economic and military 
power in the world, capitalism’s last empire. Mean-
while, the Chinese rulers have been challenging the 
U.S.’s reach, especially in the Asia-Pacific region. 

This has been sharpest over the South China Sea. 
Beijing has been building militarized artificial islets 
and using its armed power to claim islands disputed 
with regional regimes, some U.S. allies, from Vietnam 
and the Philippines to Taiwan, Malaysia and Brunei. 

U.S. and Chinese planes and ships are increasingly 
“shadowing” each other recently as each capitalist 
power asserts its “rights” in the South China Sea. 

Beijing’s “Belt and Road Initiative” program of 
loans and construction projects to advance its reach 
and influence around the world is also to lay the 
groundwork for military alliances and bases.

Competition between Washington and Beijing is 
rising in Africa as well. In 2021 China’s two-way 
trade with Africa reached $254 billion, four times 
more than U.S. trade there. Beijing opened its first, 
and so far only, foreign military base, in Djibouti, 
East Africa in 2017. It’s just miles from a U.S. base, 
operating there since 2003. 

While Beijing is expanding its naval and other 
military capacity, by most measures it is far behind 
U.S. armed might.

One example: Washington has 11 nuclear-powered 
aircraft carriers that can each accommodate 60 or 
more aircraft. Beijing has three, none of them nuclear 
powered. Moscow has one — and if it can pull togeth-
er a crew, it might sail in 2024. 

In 2020 U.S. military spending was estimated 
at $778 billion, nearly 39% of total global military 
spending. Beijing was a distant second, at $252 
billion. But in the wake of Moscow’s invasion of 
Ukraine, capitalist powers around the world are 
taking steps to boost their military forces. 

Big jump in ammunition production 
The Pentagon is organizing to increase production 

of artillery shells by 500% within two years. The New 
York Times reported Jan. 24 that this is part of “push-
ing conventional ammunition production to levels not 
seen since the Korean War.” 

In its 2022 National Defense Strategy review, the 
U.S. Department of Defense stated that strategic com-
petition with the People’s Republic of China is “the 
most comprehensive and serious challenge to U.S. 
national security.” It complains about Beijing’s “in-
creasingly aggressive endeavor to refashion the Indo-
Pacific region and the international system to suit its 
interests and authoritarian preferences.” 

The Chinese Defense Ministry issued a statement 
while the Russian and Chinese ships were in inter-
national waters off the Alaska coast. It said the joint 
operations were not “directed against third parties 
and have nothing to do with the current international 
and regional situation.” 

But a few days later the English-language Global 
Times, which reflects of the views of the Chinese Com-
munist Party, put a wider perspective more bluntly. “It 
is ironic that all US forces involved in shadowing the 
China-Russia joint flotilla” off the coast of Alaska, the 
paper said, have been involved previously in military 
operations in the Taiwan Straits or “trespassing into 
Chinese territorial waters in the South China Sea.” 

“It exposes the US’s double standard that only 
allows its military presence near other countries, 
but doesn’t accept other countries’ military pres-
ence near it,” the paper said. “The Americans 
should get used to it.” 
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