Defend Israel’s
right to exist as
a refuge from
Jew-hatred

BY SETH GALINSKY

While preparing to defend Jews and
all Israelis from new attacks threat-
ened by Tehran and its “axis of resis-
tance,” Israeli troops continue to deal
blows to Hamas in Gaza and Hezbol-
lah in Lebanon.

The destruction of Tehran-backed
Hamas’ command structures is es-
sential to prevent it from regrouping
and carrying out its perpetual threats
of more anti-Jewish pogroms, like it
carried out in Israel Oct. 7. It is es-
sential for opening up space for Jew-
ish, Arab and other workers to find
a way forward, to defend their com-
mon interests against capitalist rulers
throughout the region and to forge the
leadership they need.

Israeli troops are destroying
Hamas’ tunnels, eliminating its com-
manders and degrading its remaining
brigades day by day. On Aug. 10, an
Israeli airstrike killed 31 Hamas and
Islamic Jihad thugs who had set up
a command room in a mosque in a
school complex in Gaza City.

The New York Times, the Wash-

Continued on page 6

Fight Australia
gov’t move to
take over the
building union

BY ROBERT AIKEN

SYDNEY — A major union-bust-
ing attack on the national construc-
tion workers union is underway here,
with Workplace Relations Minister
Murray Watt announcing Aug. 9 he
plans to rush through a threatened
new law to impose government “ad-
ministration” on the union.

The Australian Labor Party govern-
ment had earlier instructed the Fair
Work Commission to seek a court or-
der placing the union’s national exec-
utive and almost all its state branches
under its administrator’s control. It
justified the move by pointing to a se-
ries of sensationalized news features
starting in July that charged criminal
links, intimidation and bribe-taking
by some officers of the union. The
government gave the union a week to
agree to a court-ordered takeover or
face legislation.

The commission is giving its ad-
ministrator the power to remove
some 270 officers of the union, scize
all union property and take over the
financial accounts of the union. The

Continued on page 5

Canada rail bosses threaten lockout,
union sets strike action for Aug, 22

TRARIATRS iy,

BY PHILIPPE TESSIER
MONTREAL — The Canadian In-
dustrial Relations Board Aug. 9 final-
ly lifted its three-month-long suspen-
sion of the right to a work stoppage by
either the Teamsters union or the rail
bosses, saying it posed “no immediate
and serious danger” to public health
or safety. It also ordered a 13-day
“cooling off” period before any work
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Teamsters Canada rail workers picket Canadian National Railway offices in Montreal Nov. 26,
2019, during 8-day strike over safety. Rail workers face new showdown with bosses Aug. 22.

stoppage could start, meaning a strike
could begin Aug. 22.

Canada’s two cross-country rail-
roads, Canadian National and Cana-
dian Pacific Kansas City, responded
immediately, threatening to lock out
the 9,300 train conductors, engineers
and CPKC dispatchers Aug. 22 unless
their union, the Teamsters Canada

Continued on page 6
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Back Socialist Workers Party 2024 candidates

Endorse the SWP campaign!

Workers need a

party of labor

Militant/Glen Swanson

Port worker Louie McKinnon talks to Rachele Fruit, SWP presidential candidate, at Longshore
union hall in Miami Aug. 11. He said, “Democrats and Republicans don’t care about workers.”

SWP takes class-struggle
program far and wide

BY VIVIAN SAHNER
“We’re going out. Oct. 1 we’re going
out, they’re not talking,” Anthony Bai-
ley, a longshore worker, told Rachele
Fruit, the Socialist Workers Party candi-
date for U.S. president, outside the Inter-
national Longshoremen’s Association
Local 1416 hall in Miami Aug. 11.
Some 45,000 dockworkers at ports
from Maine to Texas are preparing to hit
the streets if a new contract isn’t in place
Continued on page 3

Why you should endorse,
join the SWP campaign

BY TERRY EVANS
Rachele Fruit, the Socialist Work-
ers Party candidate for U.S. president,
and her running mate, Dennis Richter,
speak for the historic line of march of
the working class, explaining workers
need to rely on ourselves and our ca-
pacities to fundamentally change the
conditions we face.
In stark contrast, Donald Trump and
Kamala Harris say working people
Continued on page 3

Washington hands off Venezuela!
Stop US threats against Cuba!

BY ROGER CALERO

The political crisis over the disput-
ed results of the July 28 Venezuelan
presidential elections has deepened as
Washington, with imperial arrogance,
continues to violate the country’s sov-

Help overturn ban
on the ‘Militant’
in Florida prison!

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS
It’s been over three months since pris-
on authorities at Jackson Correctional
Institution in Malone, Florida, barred a
subscriber to the Militant there from get-
ting issue no. 17. Upon learning of the
impoundment in mid-May, Militant at-
torney David Goldstein appealed. After
two months, the Florida Department of
Corrections Literature Review Com-
mittee told him it would hold a hearing
July 18 to review the prison authorities’
ban. But neither the Militant nor Gold-
Continued on page 9

ereignty by intervening in the oil-rich
country’s internal affairs.

President Nicolas Maduro was of-
ficially declared reelected despite pro-
tests by the bourgeois opposition that
polling place tally sheets show its can-
didate, Edmundo Gonzélez, won by a
margin of millions.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken
had the nerve to declare Gonzalez the
winner Aug. 1. Stepping up Washing-
ton’s intervention, the White House has
offered to grant amnesty to Maduro and

Continued on page 9
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What’s behind the riots and ===
political turmoil in the UK

BY TIMOTHY HARRIS

LONDON — The horrific stabbing
to death of three young girls in South-
port, near Liverpool, was met with
widespread revulsion. Working people
turned out to show their outrage.

Forces on both the right and left of
capitalist politics intervened in ways that
threaten political rights and are aimed at
blocking a working-class response.

False reports that the killer was an im-
migrant were utilized by gangs of right-
ist forces to organize days of violent as-
saults on immigrants and small protests
in over a dozen towns and cities across
England and Northern Ireland.

Forces on the left of bourgeois politics
organized their own protests targeting
so-called fascists.

The three children, Bebe King, El-
sie Dot Stancombe and Alice Dasilva
Aguiar, were killed at a Taylor Swift-
themed dance class for 6 to 11 year
olds July 29. Five other children were
critically wounded. Following the
killings a false social media report
said a Muslim asylum-seeker car-
ried out the slaughter. In fact, Axel
Muganwa Rudakubana, a 17-year-old
Cardiff-born son of Christian Rwan-
dan immigrants, was charged.

Seven years earlier 22 people had
been killed in nearby Manchester by
an Islamist suicide bomber at an Ariana
Grande concert.

Following the Southport killings,
thugs attempted to set fire to hotels
that house asylum-seekers, attacked
mosques, torched and looted foreign-
owned premises and physically attacked
individual immigrants. They also en-
gaged in pitched battles with riot cops.

The clashes come amid rising compe-
tition among workers for jobs, housing
and health care, alongside boss attacks
on wages and conditions. Politicians on
the left and right of capitalist politics
blame immigrants for the crisis.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s new
Labour government has used the riots to
deal blows to free speech. A child care
worker faces 18 months behind bars for
the thought-control crime of “‘stirring up
racial hatred,” and others have been ar-
rested and jailed for things they wrote.

The government will target those
“who took part in this violence, those
who whipped them up on social media
... and those who have felt emboldened
by this moment to stir up racial hatred,”
Home Secretary Yvette Cooper warned,
threatening “swift justice.”

Already nearly 1,000 people have
been arrested in connection with riot-
ing, with 450 charged, 47 jailed for up to
three years and more to come.

In Belfast, loyalist gangs and rightists
from the Irish Republic joined the anti-
immigrant attacks.

While at first the anti-immigrant ac-
tions attracted some misplaced sympa-
thy because of the killings, most of them
involved no more than a few hundred
people and have since petered out.

Working people responded by com-
ing to the aid of immigrants.

Chanaka Balasuriya, a Sri Lankan in
Southport, had his shop looted. He came
in the next day to find people he didn’t
know cleaning it up. His windows were
repaired for free and money was raised
to help him. “It’s not about the money
people gave me. It was the messages,
the cards, the flowers. That support from
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The Israeli people are pre-
paring to defend themselves
from threatened new assaults
by the reactionary capitalist
regime in Iran and its allies.
Efforts by Tehran to win sup-
port from Iranian workers
have been met with derision.
Unions are mounting daily
protests for better conditions.

NEW READERS

Iran’s workers biggest obstacle to Tehran’s war drive
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Rail car factory workers in Arak, Iran, Aug. 3,
strike for better wages, working conditions.

RAVE
O $5 for 12 issues ADDRESS

RENEWAL o SE——7P
0 $10 for 12 weeks PHONE EMAT

Q2 $20 for 6 months
0§35 for 1 year

UNION/SCHOOL/ORGANIZATION

CLIP AND MAILTO THE MILITANT,
306 W. 37TH ST,, 13TH FLOOR NEW YORK, NY 10018.

OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT:
WWW.THEMILITANT.COM

12 weeks of the Militant outside the U.S.: Australia, A$10 ¢ United Kingdom, £4 e
Canada, Can$7 e Caribbean and Latin America, US$10 e Continental Europe, £8 o
France, 8 euros ® New Zealand and the Pacific Islands, A$10 e All other areas, US$16
(Send payment to addresses listed in business information box)

“The support from strangers is unbelievable,” said Chanaka Balasuriya, inset, a Sri Lankan at

his shop in Southport. Workers came to help fix shop up after looting by anti-immigrant rioters.

strangers is unbelievable,” Balasuriya
told the BBC.

King Charles Windsor praised the
cops Aug. 9, issuing a call to “strength-
en and unite the nation.”” Echoing the
classless appeal, a statement circulated
by Stand Up to Racism and signed by
members of Parliament and union lead-
ers proclaimed, “Britain has a proud his-
tory of defeating fascists.”

Stand Up to Racism organized sever-
al large protests in response to the riots.
But the thrust of these actions was not
to unite the working class, but to target
opponents in bourgeois politics that the
group falsely accuses of being “fascist”
and to seek to crush them. This included
targeting the headquarters of the Reform
political party, which gained 14% of the
vote in the recent general election. Re-
form leader Nigel Farage MP is branded
as a “fascist” by the left.

“We need to cut all their throats and
get rid of them,” said Ricky Jones, a
Labour councilor, to cheers at a Stand
Up to Racism protest, in bloodthirsty
remarks directed at so-called fascists.
Jones was subsequently prosecuted for
his comments.

A group called Finchley Against Fas-
cism, issued an online leaflet calling on
people to protest to “get fascists, racists,
Nazis, Zionists and Islamophobes out of
Finchley!” a Jewish area in north Lon-
don. “Zionist” is used as a code word for
Jew among opponents of Israel’s right to
exist as a refuge for the Jewish people.

“There’s no rise in fascism today in
the U.K. or other imperialist countries,”
Communist League leader Jonathan Sil-
berman told the Militant.

No rise in fascism today

The League issued a statement Aug.
6 condemning the killing of the three
children, the thug attacks on immigrants
and the rise in Jew-hatred. It calls for
an amnesty for undocumented immi-
grants in the UK. “In the absence of a
mass united working-class struggle, or
any working-class political voice, some
workers get diverted to scapegoating
workers born abroad,” it says.

“But working people have started
to resist, turning to the unions.” And
“that opens the road to a working-
class alternative.”

Silberman pointed to the recent
union-organizing fight at the Amazon
warehouse in Coventry, which involved
workers of many nationalities joining to-
gether to fight the bosses.

The CL statement highlights the
pressing need for a party of labor,
to “chart a course of independent
working-class political action: a class
break, from Labour, Conservative,
Reform, Liberal Democrat, Green
and the Scottish National parties.”

The ‘Militant’ will be taking a one-
week vacation break after issue no. 33,
which will be mailed out next week.
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SWP class-struggle program ==

Continued from front page

at the end of September. Stopping auto-
mation and defense of their jobs is a key
issue for the union, along with winning
a wage increase to cover high prices.
Bailey got two copies of the Militant and
a campaign flyer so he could share them
with a friend.

“It’s about time I renewed my Mili-
tant subscription,” Sean Carter, an-
other dockworker, told Fruit. He also
picked up a copy of Are They Rich Be-
cause They’re Smart? Class, Privilege,
and Learning Under Capitalism by
SWP National Secretary Jack Barnes
after Fruit said, “This book is about the
meritocratic upper-middle-class social
layer that the Democratic Party more
and more represents.”

In a discussion with Louis McKin-
non, Fruit pointed to the way her cam-
paign and the Militant build solidarity
for union fights.

“I can see the Democrats and Repub-
licans don’t care about workers,” McK-
innon said. Along with a subscription to
the Militant, he got The Low Point of La-
bor Resistance Is Behind Us: The Social-
ist Workers Party Looks Forward; Are
They Rich Because They're Smart? and
The Fight Against Jew-Hatred and Po-
groms in the Imperialist Epoch: Stakes
for the International Working Class. “1
always like to read Malcolm X,” he said,
adding in Malcolm X Speaks.

Fruit and her running mate, SWP vice
presidential candidate Dennis Rich-
ter, are joined by party candidates in
11 states and Washington, D.C., as the
working-class alternative to the Demo-
crats and Republicans.

The SWP campaign fights for a
government-funded public works pro-
gram to create union-scale jobs building
housing, child care, hospitals and other
things working people need.

SWP candidates support union
demands for cost-of-living escalator
clauses to increase wages, pensions
and social programs like Social Secu-
rity, to offset the scourge of high pric-
es. They call for a 30-hour workweek
with 40 hours pay to prevent layoffs
and increase available jobs.

The Socialist Workers Party candi-
dates defend Ukraine’s independence
and demand Moscow get out now. They
call for the unions to take up the fight
against Jew-hatred and to defend Israel’s
right to exist as a refuge for Jews.

“The only way these demands can be
effectively fought for and won,” Fruit
says, “is for workers to break from the
bosses’ parties and build a party of la-
bor. A party that can be used to organize
and mobilize working people in our mil-
lions, union and nonunion alike, on the
road to taking political power.

Endorse the SWP campaign!

“I endorse the campaign for Rachele
Fruit, the SWP presidential candidate
who speaks for workers at home and
abroad,” Jerome Crawford, a member
of the Bakery, Confectionery, To-
bacco Workers and Grain Millers Lo-
cal 111 at the Bimbo plant in Grand
Prairie, Texas, told co-worker Hilda
Cuzco. “I don’t think dictators should
be invading neighboring countries in
a land grab like in Ukraine.”

The Socialist Workers Party is on ballot in Louisiana! SWP members Alyson Kennedy and
Steve Warshell received notice at the office of the secretary of state in Baton Rouge Aug. 13.

Crawford is one of 11 SWP campaign
endorsers in the plant. “ think all jobs
should have respectable wages and ben-
efits, plus safer conditions,” he said. “To
accomplish this, we working people
need a party of our own.”

A truck driver from Arlington, Tex-

as, also endorsed the campaign. David
Murlith, originally from Kenya, told
campaign supporters at a truck stop that
he thought both the Republicans and
Democrats are for rich people, agreeing
with the need for a labor party and am-
nesty for all immigrants in the U.S.

Why you should endorse, join the SWP campaign

Continued from front page

should pick one of them to rely on, along
with the two parties that have served the
ruling capitalist class for decades.

Tens of millions of workers sense
there is something deeply wrong with a
social system that has led to falling life
expectancy, plunging birthrates, wid-
ening class inequality, the madness of
“woke” values, more world instability
and the threat of more and deadlier wars.
They want to discuss the root cause of
the crises we face today and what the
road forward is.

The SWP candidates tell the truth
about the two most important questions
workers confront:

e Every working-class struggle is

a political struggle — class against
class. To meet and overcome today’s
crises we need to break with the
bosses’ parties and build our own
party, a party of labor. It will work to

quired 11 presidential electors.

Mary-Alice Waters and Steve Clark.

SWP presidential ticket on ballot in Tennessee

The Socialist Workers Party got a FedEx letter from Tennessee Coordinator
of Elections Mark Goins at its national campaign headquarters in New York
Aug. 12 confirming that the SWP presidential ticket of Rachele Fruit and
Dennis Richter will be on the ballot in Tennessee this November.

The campaign filed 774 signatures from working people throughout Ten-
nessee July 8, well over the requirement of 275. They also gathered the re-

Ernest Wells, from Knoxville, was one of the first to volunteer as an elector
in May. Now 63 and disabled, Wells worked all his life. He first contacted
the SWP campaign last spring after reading about it in the online Militant,
wanting to know how he could help.

“It's way past time to do away with the two-party system,” he said, after he
read about the SWP candidates’ call for working people to break with the
bosses” two parties and form a party of labor. When campaign supporters
visited him, Wells subscribed to the Militant and got two books, The Fight
Against Jew-Hatred and Pogroms in the Imperialist Epoch: Stakes for the In-
ternational Working Class and The Low Point of Labor Resistance Is Behind
Us: The Socialist Workers Party Looks Forward by SWP leaders Jack Barnes,

Rayshawn Reece, from Murfreesboro, was also excited to learn about
the SWP campaign and its program, readily agreeing to serve as an elector.
Working as an elevator maintenance apprentice, Reece also works as a car
mechanic to get by. “I like what Rachele says about what working people
face and what we can do,” Reece said recently. “What she is presenting is for
the common man, people like me who are just trying to look out for them-
selves and their families.” He got a copy of Malcolm X, Black Liberation, and
the Road to Workers Power to learn more about the SWP and how workers
can chart a course toward taking power from the capitalists responsible for
the crisis working people face here and around the world.

— SUSAN LAMONT

strengthen every union struggle, to
unite all workers — organized or not
— and draw all those exploited and
oppressed by capital to fight for our
common interests.

e The SWP candidates say that the

working class in the U.S. can build
the leadership we need and deserve
out of our struggles and take on the
most powerful ruling class in history.
Workers can take political power into
our own hands, and join fellow toil-
ers worldwide in the fight to build a
better world.

This perspective gets a hearing today
because workers have seen hundreds of
thousands of people just like them use
unions in strikes and contract fights in
recent years, winning solidarity, mak-
ing gains against the bosses, gaining
self-confidence and class consciousness.

The SWP campaign offers workers
an opportunity to campaign for what
you’re for, not who you're against. Join
us! Sign up to endorse Rachele Fruit for
president! Introduce the campaign to
your friends, family and co-workers.

Both of the bosses’ parties have taken
steps to stabilize themselves, to try and
present a more united and confident im-
age. Donald Trump has united the Re-
publicans, saying he and running mate
J.D. Vance can lead a party that will
stand for working people.

Kamala Harris and Tim Walz claim
to be the “unified, happy party,” anoint-
ed by Barack Obama. They do not men-
tion the Biden administration, instead
presenting themselves as the candidates
of “change,” much as Obama did.

Washington Post columnist Jennifer
Rubin, a fervent admirer of the Demo-
cratic Party ticket, gushed over their
potential to win support outside the lib-
eral urban metropolises. “MAGA voters
surely live there,” she said, “but so do
multiracial, college-educated Ameri-
cans of all ages, orientations and ideals.”
This points to what is increasingly the
social base of their party, dominated by
the millions-strong upper-middle-class
“enlightened meritocracy.” When Walz
gave his first speech on the campaign
trail in Philadelphia Aug. 6, he made no
mention of the economic crisis workers
face, but focused on gun control, student
debt, the environment, entitlements, re-

productive freedom and attacks on Don-
ald Trump that were followed by audi-
ence chants of “Lock him up!”

Harris and Walz both point to Harris’
career as a prosecutor and California at-
torney general as a great strength. But
many workers have experiences with
the capitalist “justice” system, and don’t
consider the people who run it as heroes.

The “lock him up” euphoria reflects
the yearslong drive of the Democrats
to deal blows to constitutional rights in
their lust to put Trump behind bars and
ruin his family.

The Socialist Workers Party says de-
fense of these rights, won over centuries
of political battles, is one of the central
issues in the class struggle today.

Trump offers no alternative

Trump says he speaks for the interests
of the working class, but argues the way
to create jobs is to strengthen the hands
of U.S. bosses. And he says the biggest
obstacle to jobs for “Americans” is im-
migrant workers. This is false, serving
only to deepen divisions among work-
ers, weaken our class and our unions.

Trump told an Aug. 8 press confer-
ence, “We are very close to a world
war” and Biden and Harris “don’t know
how to handle it.” His platform calls for
“peace through strength” and ensuring
the U.S. military is “the strongest and
most powerful in the world.”

The threat of wider wars amid today’s
conflicts around the world is very real.
But the U.S. rulers aren’t a bulwark
against war. They’re a central actor in
the conflicts among imperialist powers,
moving to strengthen and use their mili-
tary might to defend the capitalist rulers’
markets, profits and spheres of interest
against all rivals.

The Democrats and Republicans
have differences over foreign policy, but
they rest on common capitalist inter-
ests. Time and again they united behind
foreign interventions — in Korea, Viet-
nam, Iraq, Afghanistan and more.

The working class needs our own for-
eign policy, based on our common inter-
ests here and around the world. The road
to ending the U.S. rulers’ drive toward
a third world war is by building parties
capable of leading working people to re-

Continued on page 5
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1974: ‘James P. Cannon built a
Bolshevik-type party in the US’

BY JANET POST

With this issue of the Militant, we
commemorate the 50th anniversary
of the Aug. 21, 1974, death of James
P. Cannon, a decadeslong communist
leader and one of the founders of the
Socialist Workers Party, the party’s
first national secretary and the first
editor of the Militant.

“It is not far-fetched to record Jim
Cannon as the greatest American Le-
ninist of the mid-twentieth century, or
even as the best builder of a Bolshevik-
type party anywhere in the world after
the death of [Bolshevik leader] Leon
Trotsky,” Jack Barnes, the current SWP
national secretary, wrote in his intro-
duction to the Pathfinder book James P.
Cannon As We Knew Him. “Cannon not
only did it, but he wrote about what he
did so that his experience could be used
by others, both in the United States and
the rest of the world.”

“Jim’s ability to hold together a cadre
where so many others had failed was
not only owing to his talent for sizing up
a political situation and knowing what
to do about it,” wrote Barnes, ‘“but to
his appreciation of the human material
of the party.”

Cannon was born in Rosedale, Kan-
sas, in 1890 into an Irish working-class
family. Won to socialist ideas by his
father, he joined the Socialist Party in
1908 and the Industrial Workers of the
World in 1911. Inspired by the 1917 Bol-
shevik Revolution led by VI. Lenin,
Cannon became a founder of the U.S.
Communist Party and was elected to its
Central Committee in 1920.

After Lenin’s death, and the com-
ing to power of a counterrevolution-
ary bureaucracy led by Joseph Stalin
that overthrew Lenin’s legacy, Cannon
was won to the revolutionary perspec-
tive put forward by Trotsky. For this,
Cannon was expelled from the CP in
1928. He helped found the Communist
League of America.

In 1938 Cannon was a founder of
the Socialist Workers Party and par-
ticipated in the founding conference
of the Fourth International held in
France later that year. He was elected
to its executive committee.

As the U.S. government prepared to
enter World War II, Cannon was con-
victed along with 17 other leaders of the

SWP and the Minneapolis Teamsters
union for opposing the rulers’ imperial-
ist war policy. He served 13 months in
Sandstone penitentiary.

Cannon’s testimony during the fed-
eral trial can be read in the book So-
cialism on Trial. The judge asks Can-
non about the SWP’s stance on the
war. “We do not give any support to
any imperialist war,” testified Cannon.
“We do not vote for it; we do not vote
for any person that promotes it; we do
not speak for it; we do not write for it.
We are in opposition to it.”

He added, “A declaration for war by
the United States government would not
change our position.”

Confidence in coming revolution

In 1946 at the close of the war, Can-
non presented a resolution, “Theses
on the American Revolution,” at the
12th national convention of the SWP.
It stated, “The overwhelming prepon-
derance of American imperialism does
not exempt it from the decay of world
capitalism, but on the contrary acts to
involve it ever more deeply, inextrica-
bly, and hopelessly. ...

“The blind alley in which world capi-
talism has arrived, and the U.S. with it,
excludes a new organic era of capital-
ist stabilization. The dominant world
position of American imperialism now
accentuates and aggravates the death
agony of capitalism as a whole.”

The SWP was the “sole legiti-
mate heir and continuator of pioneer
American communism,” Cannon
said. The task of the party is “to re-
main true to its program and banner;
to render it more precise with each
new development and apply it cor-
rectly in the class struggle; and to
expand and grow with the growth of
the revolutionary mass movement,
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SWP leaders James P. Cannon, left, and Farrell Dobbs during Smith Act frame-up trial in 1941.
Both were convicted, jailed for 13 months for opposing the U.S. rulers’ imperialist war policy.

always aspiring to lead it to victory
in the struggle for political power.”

Until 1953 Cannon was the SWP na-
tional secretary, and then national chair-
man and national chairman emeritus
until his death.

He died while 1,250 SWP members
and supporters were at the 1974 So-
cialists Activists and Educational Con-
ference in Oberlin, Ohio. The party
organized an Aug. 23 “Political Trib-
ute to Jim Cannon” chaired by Barnes,
where over $50,000 was raised to ad-
vance the party’s work.

The main speaker was Joseph Han-
sen, a member of the SWP’s Political
Committee. Cannon “was angry at
injustice, at exploitation,” he said. “He
was angry at poverty, lack of opportu-
nity, oppression, racism and sexism.
He seethed over the crimes of capital-
ism, its wars, its reactionary ideolo-
gies. He hated its police, its courts, its
prisons, its fascism, its tendency to
drop back to barbarism.”

Cannon “burned with fury over Tru-
man dropping the atomic bomb on Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki and at the chance

that the human race might be obliterated
in an atomic holocaust,” Hansen said.

Cannon’s “perspective was the long-
range one of winning the final battle;
that is, the final battle in the struggle to
topple capitalism and to replace it with
socialism on a world scale.

“In his opinion this was a great per-
spective, the only one really worth a
lifetime of effort,” Hansen said. “He
saw it, too, as a realistic perspective,
one that would inevitably be realized
even if it required the combined ef-
forts of several successive generations
of revolutionists.”

Unable to attend the meeting, Far-
rell Dobbs, Cannon’s successor as
SWP national secretary, and his
companion, Marvel Scholl, sent a
message, saying, “Hail and farewell
to Comrade Jim Cannon. When, in
1928, he brought Trotskyism to the
United States, it was the beginning
of a long uphill fight to continue the
building of a genuine revolutionary
movement capable of waging an un-
compromising fight to bring human-
kind an enlightened socialist future.”

Building Communist League focus of Agnes Sullivan’s life

BY MIKE TUCKER

SYDNEY — Agnes Sullivan, a
member of the Communist League in
New Zealand for four decades, died in
Christchurch there in June. She was 91.

“Agnes met the party when she was in
her 50s,” Janet Roth, a leader of the Com-
munist League here, said. “Through its

Signature

Endorse Socialist Workers Party 2024 campaign!
Rachele Fruit for president « Dennis Richter vice-president
Campaign for what you are for, not who you’re against!

0 I endorse Rachele Fruit for president.
O Here is my contribution of $
(Make checks to Socialist Workers National Campaign)

0 Send me a 12-week subscription to the Militant, the paper of the
SWP campaign. ($5 enclosed, checks payable to the Militant.)

to help spread the word.

Print name

Address/City/State

Phone

Email

Org./Union

Socialist Workers Party 2024 Campaign, 306 W. 37% St., 13® Floor, New York,
NY 10018. Tel: 347-871-0282 ~» Email: socialistworkers2024@gmail.com

4 The Militant August 26, 2024

program and activity, she found the ex-
pression of her working-class political
convictions. From then on, building the
party and its world movement was the
focus of her life.”

Sullivan was born into a coal-min-
ing family on New Zealand’s West
Coast. Her father, Angus McLagan,
was a leader of the miners’ union and
the early communist movement in the
1920s. He became a national trade
union leader in the 1930s and a Labour
Party government minister in the *40s.
Her mother, Sophie, was also active in
the labor movement.

Sullivan studied languages in college
and, after raising three children, took
up work as an archaeologist and anthro-
pologist, doing research and teaching at
museums and universities. This includ-
ed a number of years researching early
Maori settlement in Auckland, on which
she was regarded as an authority.

In 1984 she came upon a copy of
Socialist Action, the newspaper of the
party of that name that would become
the Communist League. She was drawn
to the party’s involvement in unions and
other working-class struggles, including
the fight for Maori rights. She contacted
the party and joined.

For Sullivan this was life-changing.
She became part of the League’s union
fractions working in industrial factories
and other jobs in Wellington for years

before moving to Christchurch. She par-
ticipated in and wrote for the Militant
about struggles by working people.

Although she was quiet and self-ef-
facing, those who worked with Sullivan
were struck by her political knowledge
and astute observations. “She was one of
the most political people I have known,”
Patrick Brown, who worked with her
in the Communist League, said. “She
greedily consumed news about political
developments and then worked within
the movement to see them through a
proletarian, communist lens.”

Sullivan didn’t just read the Militant
each week, she studied it. She did the
same with Pathfinder books. She want-
ed to deepen her understanding of politi-
cal developments, the class struggle and
building the party.

When she got the new Pathfinder
title, The Fight Against Jew-Hatred
and Pogroms in the Imperialist Epoch:
Stakes for the International Working
Class, she sent a message to the Com-
munist League in Australia. “The first
chapter by Dave Prince makes gripping
reading,” she said.

“After joining the party, Agnes re-
mained loyal and committed for the
rest of her life,” said Roth, “and she had
unswerving confidence in the working-
class political course being advanced
by the Socialist Workers Party and the
Communist Leagues today.”



—ON THE PICKET LINE—

Electrical workers fight for better
pay, job safety in Australia

SYDNEY — More than 100 work-
ers, members of the Electrical Trades
Union, rallied here Aug. 8 at the head
office of Ausgrid, a major electricity
distribution outlet in New South Wales.
ETU members at other power compa-
nies walked off the job across the state
to fight for a wage increase that keeps
up with the cost of living.

The actions “show solidarity across
the power grid,” Electrical Trades
Union organizer Tara Koot told the
rally. Ausgrid workers also joined ral-
lies outside Transgrid’s headquarters
in Sydney, where ETU members have
been holding a 24/7 protest, and outside
Endeavour Energy’s offices in Parra-
matta, western Sydney.

The rallies also focused on the fight
for safety and conditions. “We’ve lost
workers but new apprentices have not
been put on,” ETU delegate at Endeavu-
or Trent Smith told the Parramatta rally.

— Linda Harris

Park workers in Minneapolis win
new contract, strengthen union

MINNEAPOLIS — Members of
Laborers’ union Local 363 here ended
their three-week strike against the
city’s Park Board Aug. 1, voting to
ratify a new contract.

The park bosses had tried to impose
a “final offer” with minimal wage in-
creases and to weaken the union.

Strikers took the issues in their strike
to other workers, rallying and talking to
people in the city’s parks. They spoke
out at Park Board meetings.

The union says the new contract won
wage increases, cost-of-living increases
and protection of grievance and stew-
ard rights. It also expands fair overtime
distribution, includes rights around sick
leave, retains union rights for all sea-
sonal workers and doubles the number
of full-time positions.

“Our members’ sacrifices and solidar-
ity yielded more than improved wages
and benefits,” Local 363 Business Agent
A.J. Lange said in a statement. “To ev-
eryone who supported us, your solidar-
ity made a crucial difference.”

— Edwin Fruit

Thousands of Quebec hotel
workers strike for higher wages

MONTREAL — “Since the pan-
demic the price of a hotel room has gone
up 67%. We're asking for 36% over four
years!” Michel Valiquette, representa-
tive of the Federation of Commerce,
Confederation of National Trade Unions
(CSN), told hundreds of hotel workers
as they rallied in downtown Montreal in
a one-day provincewide strike Aug. 8.

Some 3,500 CSN members at 30 ho-
tels across Quebec have been negotiat-
ing together since April. Union mem-
bers from 23 of the hotels participated in
the one-day action. Rallies were held in
Montreal, Sherbrooke and Quebec City.

Strikers told the Militant the raise
of 8% they got over the past four
years meant they were losing money.
Roberto Sangabriel, a houseman, has
worked at Montreal’s Radisson Hotel
near the airport for 15 years. “Infla-
tion is a nationwide problem,” he said.
“It’s the whole world.”

Union-won working conditions are
key to defending life and limb. House-
keepers have won a limit of 12 rooms
per shift to clean, sometimes less.

A thousand union members at three

Montreal hotels went out on a further
one-day strike Aug. 10. Send messag-
es of solidarity to Michel Valiquette at
infofc@csn.qc.ca.

— Katy LeRougetel

UK supermarket workers return
to picket line over wages, safety

LOWESTOFT, England — Work-
ers at the UK. supermarket chain Asda
walked out Aug. 9 in the third strike
against conditions at the superstore here,
100 miles northeast of London.

The 170 members of the General
Municipal and Boilermakers union say
that no progress has been made in ne-
gotiations over their grievances, which
range from low pay and reduced hours
to speedup and safety.

The union is also pursuing a claim
for equal pay with workers in Asda’s
distribution warehouses for the over-
whelming majority of workers who
are female in their retail stores. Thirty
GMB members staged a protest out-
side the Asda store in Kettering July
15. The company has said that jobs in
warehousing and retail are not com-
parable, but the Supreme Court has
ruled that a case can be made that
they may be. The court will hold hear-
ings starting Sept. 9.

— Jonathan Silberman
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Hundreds of hotel workers rally in Montreal Aug. 8, part of one-day province-wide strike in
fight for higher wages and to maintain more tolerable working conditions won by CSN union.

Airplane parts workers strike
over wages, health care costs

COMMERCE, Calif. — Some 300
workers 