Boeing workers
on strike after
16 years without
a new contract

BY REBECCA WILLIAMSON

RENTON, Wash. — A major
showdown has erupted between some
33,000 workers, organized by Inter-
national Association of Machinists
District Lodge 751, and Boeing, one
of two major producers of commer-
cial airplanes worldwide. The Ma-
chinists shut down production Sept.
13 after rejecting a proposed four-
year tentative agreement by 94.6%,
then voting 96% to strike. They’re
fighting for their first new contract
there in 16 years.

Spirited picket lines were organized
across the sprawling aerospace facto-
ries and related facilities at several
locations in Washington state; Gresh-
am, Oregon; Victorville, California;
and at Edwards Air Force Base in
Southern California.

Roger Bland, who’s worked nearly
14 years at Boeing, told the Militant
how veteran unionists and newer
workers joined together to prepare
for the strike and drum up support. In
the weeks leading up to the vote, hun-
dreds of workers organized marches

Continued on page 7

Fight against
Jew-hatred!

Defend Isragl as
refuge for Jews!

BY SETH GALINSKY

As the one-year anniversary of
Hamas’ Oct. 7 pogrom against Jews
in Israel approaches, lsraeli forces
keep making progress in dismantling
the Nazi-like group, while dealing
blows to Hezbollah in Lebanon. The
goal of both Tehran-financed groups
is to destroy lIsrael, Kill Jews or drive
them from the region.

Backed by the reactionary bour-
geois-clerical regime in Tehran,
Hamas thugs attacked Israel last Oct.
7, murdering 1,200 people, wounding
thousands and kidnapping 251 hos-
tages. The thugs raped, mutilated and
murdered dozens of women. This was
the largest anti-Jewish pogrom since
the Holocaust during World War 11.
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah
hailed it as a “heroic operation.”

The next day Hezbollah began dai-
ly drone and missile attacks on north-
ern Israel in “solidarity” with Hamas.
Israel has responded by targeting He-
zbollah combatants, rocket launchers
and arms depots.

Israel Defense Forces have dealt

Continued on page 9
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Endorse, build Socialist Workers Party campaign!
Rachele Fruit for president  Dennis Richter vice president

“Working people need
to take political power’

Militant/Laura Anderson

Rachele Fruit, SWP candidate for president, at Miami campaign event Sept. 15. She also
met International Longshoremen’s Association members facing Oct. 1 strike deadline.

Richter: ‘We need our own
party, a party of labor’

BY SUSAN LAMONT
AND JACOB PERASSO
EAST POINT, Ga. — Several
striking Communications Workers of
America members on the picket line
here welcomed Dennis Richter, So-
cialist Workers Party candidate for
U.S. vice president, Sept. 13. They
explained why more than 17,000
CWA members who work for AT&T
Continued on page 4

Fruit: ‘Back striking Boeing
workers! Build solidarity’

BY STEVE WARSHELL
MIAMI — On a steamy morning
here Sept. 15 Socialist Workers Party
presidential candidate Rachele Fruit
met workers at the International Long-
shoremen’s Association Local 1416 hall
to learn more about their fight for a new
contract and introduce her campaign.
Union members regularly come there to
pick up their work orders and head to the
Continued on page 5

The crushing burden faced by families,
workers who are growing older at home

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

Under capitalism workers are ex-
pendable if they can’t labor to create
profits for the ruling rich. Under this
dog-eat-dog system, responsibility for
caring for children or older relatives

Join fight against
ban on the ‘Mlilitant’
In Florida prison

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

It’s now been nearly five months
since Militant issue no. 17 was im-
pounded by Jackson Correctional

increasingly falls on their family.
“The Crushing Financial Burden of
Aging at Home,” headlined a Sept. 4
Wall Street Journal article, pointing
to the scope of this crisis. “More than
11,000 people in the U.S. are turning
65 every day,” the Journal reported,
“and the vast majority — 77% of
Americans age 50 and older accord-
ing to an AARP survey — want to
live as long as possible in their cur-
rent home.”
Continued on page 10
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Inside

Rachele Fruit: All out to

Dennis Richter, left, SWP candidate for U.S. vice president, visited Communications Workers
of America picket line at the AT&T plant in East Point, Georgia, Sept. 13, along with, from left,
campaign endorser Val Edwards, SWP member Susan LaMont and CWA striker Kelvin Gordon.

support Boeing strikers! 5

The Socialist Workers Party has
launched an ambitious campaign over
the final two months of the 2024 elec-
tions to expand the reach of the Mili-
tant, the SWP campaign of Rachele
Fruit for president and Dennis Richter
for vice president, books by its leaders

and other revolutionaries and to raise

$140,000 for the work of the party.
The political heart of the effort is
captured in the Militant’s front-page
headline last week, “Endorse the So-
cialist Workers Party 2024 campaign:
Continued on page 3

Institution prison authorities in ,
Malone, Florida. Def_enq Cuba’s .

Every day that goes by without the socialist revolution 12
overturn of the ban is a serious viola- Moscow’s deadly war in Ukraine
tion of prisoners’ constitutional rights demoralizes Russian troops 8

to read political literature of their
choice, as well as the right of the Mili-
tant and other publications to reach
their subscribers behind bars.
Continued on page 3

— On the picket line, p. 6 —

San Diego hotel workers strike
for better pay, job conditions

Nurses in Sydney strike over

wages, hours, staff levels
\ J




when millions joined the workforce

BY MAGGIE TROWE

The falling birth rate and rising ob-
stacles workers face to being able to af-
ford to raise children have become key
issues in the 2024 presidential cam-
paign. Decades of employer attacks
on wages and working conditions have
made starting a family much more dif-
ficult for workers and produced condi-
tions that reinforce the second-class
status of women under capitalism.

Union struggles today point to work-
ers’ willingness to fight what is being
done to us. Strikes and contract fights by
flight attendants, rail, hotel, AT&T and
longshore workers are demanding jobs,
wages and protection against high prices
to permit workers to pay for food, gas,
housing, medical care, child care and
other necessities. They’re standing up to
bosses’ attempts to impose life-draining
schedules, forced overtime and other
obstacles to family, union and political
life. And they advance the road forward
for women’s emancipation.

The U.S. birth rate in 2023 was 1.62
births per woman, down from 3.65 in
1960, and below the rate required to
maintain the population.

Capitalist pundits who used to write
articles warning of the dangers of “over-
population,” now sound alarms about
the “increasing burden of too many
old people.” Their real concern is that
with fewer young, healthy workers the
capitalist class can’t count on a sufficient
supply of labor to exploit.

As this question has become more
prominent, both capitalist candidates,
Kamala Harris and Donald Trump,
have put forward various proposals
for boosting tax credits for having

children, schemas that are supposed
to soften the blows coming down on
workers with families.

These proposals do nothing to ad-
dress the real source of the problem,
the bosses’ attacks on workers, rising
prices and a capitalist government that
puts the burden of raising a family on
working people and especially on
women. Growing numbers of workers
and their families are just a few pay-
checks away from homelessness.

The average cost of childbirth to-
day is $18,865. For those with insur-
ance, the average off-the-top expense
is $2,854. Feeding a hungry newborn
can set you back $50 for a can of baby
formula at Walmart. A box of Pam-
pers is $35. When you add these to the
persistently high cost of rent, food,
transportation and child care, is it any
wonder young workers have doubts
about raising a family or that women
are putting off decisions about wheth-
er to have children?

Liberals, like Democratic Party
candidate Kamala Harris, who are
sympathetic to middle-class women
who see children as an obstacle to
their career path, act as if the solution
to all this is abortion.

Fight for women’s emancipation

Alongside their drive against the
wages and conditions of all workers,
bosses rely on the second-class status
of women to boost profits. In recent de-
cades millions of women have flooded
into the workforce, transforming and
advancing the strength of the working
class and the potential for the struggle
for women’s emancipation.

e MILITANT

Canadian gov’t assaults workers, rights

Despite a federal judge’s
ruling that Ottawa’s use of
the Emergencies Act to break
up the 2022 truckers’ Free-
dom Convoy was illegal, the
government continues trials
of protest leaders, seeking
to criminalize free speech.
The *Militant” says: End the
frame-ups, drop all charges!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Reuters/Blair Gable

Police pepper spray protesting truckers in
Freedom Convoy in Ottawa, Feb. 19, 2022.

NEW READERS

N :
Militant/Eric Simpson

Hotel workers, majority women, march outside Marriott hotel in San Francisco Sept. 2 during
three-day strike. UNITE HERE members struck across the country for higher wages, staffing.

But today women working full time
still take home on average only 83.6%
of what men are paid. Women make
up 55% of all part-time workers, often
in jobs with less pay and fewer bene-
fits. Many are forced to take part-time
work because of the exorbitant costs
of child care and the responsibilities
under capitalism that fall on women’s
shoulders for the care of the young,
elderly, sick and disabled.

Rachele Fruit, the Socialist Workers
Party candidate for president, points
to the need for workers to take politi-
cal power into our own hands, to build
a party of labor that would organize all
working people into struggles for the
class interests of both men and women
along this course.

Such a party would fight for a mas-
sive, federally funded jobs program to
put millions to work at union-scale pay,
for wage and benefit adjustments so that
every time prices rise our wages go up
automatically, and for universal child
care, as well as access to sex education,
safe and reliable contraception, prenatal
and maternal health care. It would un-
conditionally back the decriminaliza-
tion of abortion when necessary and win
others to fighting for this.

These steps would help address both
the struggles of the working class and
the fight for women’s rights.

Liberals are pushing amendments to
“enshrine” abortion in state constitu-
tions in Arizona, Missouri, Montana,

Nebraska and elsewhere in November.
Their goal is to cut off the discussion and
debate in the working class that is need-
ed on this question in order to deepen
support for the rights of women. They
portray access to abortion as the main
solution to the crisis facing women.

Fruit, a union hotel worker in Miami
and lifelong fighter for women’s rights,
and her running mate, Dennis Richter,
fight for decriminalization of abortion
and for conditions that make it possible
for women to choose to have children
and raise them.

At issue is the potential for human
life, they explain. Terminating a preg-
nancy is a fallback, something needed
when other things fail. This is why it
should be decriminalized. Contrary to
being something that is “enshrined,”
as supporters of these referenda pro-
pose, we need to fight to make abortion
rarer. This is something that can only
be advanced by the working class, as it
organizes to end forever the wretched
social conditions that have led to its
widespread use.

That is only possible with the build-
ing of a working-class movement of
millions to replace capitalist rule with
workers power. In the course of revo-
lutionary struggle, workers acquire
confidence and a sense of worth. And
we open the door to building a new
society where women’s emancipation
can become a reality and where ba-
bies are welcomed and cherished.
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Join Socialist Workers Party fall drives

Continued from front page
‘Working class needs to take political
power.””

We are presenting a road forward
for working people, a class break from
the capitalist rulers and their political
parties, for an independent course for
today’s working-class struggles. We
call for the formation of a party of la-
bor, based on the unions, to draw in
tens of millions of toilers on the road
to taking political power.

Workers are determined to defend
our class interests. This is reflected in
today’s strike at Boeing and other la-
bor battles, part of broader resistance
to the deepening economic and so-
cial crisis imposed by capitalism. All
these struggles are political battles.

This fight doesn’t end at the U.S.
borders. Workers are an international
class. We share common interests in
the fight against expanding wars to-
day, with the danger of nuclear con-
flagration; against assaults on consti-
tutional freedoms; and against Jew-
hatred and deadly pogroms against
Jews in Israel.

A key part of this effort is to win a
growing number of endorsers for the
SWP campaign of Fruit and Richter,
those who are committed to join in
campaigning and involving others
they know — friends, co-workers
and family.

Our goal is to come out of the cam-
paign with a stronger party to partici-
pate in the deeper struggles to come.

The effort to win 1,300 subscribers
and get 1,300 books into the hands
of workers and others looking for a
working-class road forward and mak-
ing the SWP Party-Building Fund
goals will run for eight weeks, from
Sept. 21 through Nov. 19. This will co-
incide with the tours of Rachele Fruit
and Dennis Richter and campaigns of
SWP candidates for U.S. Senate and
Congress.

Communist Leagues in Australia,
Canada and the United Kingdom, and

Militant readers elsewhere, will join
the effort. It also coincides with work-
ing-class battles, from the resistance
of rail workers in Canada, striking
hotel workers, nurses and health care
workers in many parts of the world,
and more.

We will count all subscriptions and
books sold since Labor Day, where
SWP members and campaign en-
dorsers participated and reached out
to fellow union members, including
many strikers.

During the campaign, 11 books
will be offered at a special discount
to all those who get a subscription. A
special ad showing the specials will
be run weekly in the Militant. And all
of Pathfinder’s titles will be available
for 20% off.

The Party-Building Fund aims to as-
sure the SWP comes out of this effort
stronger. The party relies entirely on
contributions from members, support-
ers and others who want to see its pro-
gram and activities meet the opportu-

nities in politics today.

The SWP cam-
paign has been con-
ducting a short-term
effort to raise $15,000
for this fall’s push. All
contributions should
be sent in before the
Party-Building Fund
begins Sept. 21.

The first scoreboard
for the campaign will
be run in the Mili-
tant that prints Oct.
2. The paper will
feature stories about
who is endorsing and
what they’re doing to
spread the reach of
the SWP ticket.

Join in!

In solidarity,

Ik Shdse
John Studer
Militant editor

Militant/Alyson KenneAdy

SWP member Gerardo Sanchez, right, introduces Militant to
trucker Osvaldo Sanchez at Fort Worth, Texas, truck stop in July.

Join fight against Florida prison ban on the ‘Militant’

Continued from front page

Since the ban, 19 issues of the paper
have been published, reaching work-
ing people around the country and
growing numbers of prisoners nation-
wide, including over 100 workers be-
hind bars in Florida.

All these issues, which were de-
livered to subscribers, as well as the
one that was impounded, present a
working-class point of view. This in-
cludes coverage of the importance for
workers and their unions of taking a
stand against Jew-hatred and defend-
ing Israel’s right to exist as a refuge
for Jews.

And this happens to be the politi-
cal issue that prison authorities found
objectionable and used to justify their
impoundment of Militant no. 17.

It contained an article reprinting

American flight attendants win boarding
pay, an example for workers at all airlines

BY VIVIAN SAHNER

In a path-setting victory, for the
first time the 28,000 flight attendants
at American Airlines will be paid for
time spent boarding passengers as part
of a new contract voted up Sept. 12. It
was one of the Association of Profes-
sional Flight Attendants union’s key
demands. They are the first organized
flight attendants to win wages for the
time spent helping customers board,
stow their carry-on luggage, get seated
and to leave the plane after landing, not
just when the doors are closed.

Some 87% voted in favor of the
five-year contract. It also includes
wage increases of up to 20.5%, some
retroactive pay, and increased com-
pensation for flight attendants’ wait
times between flights. The last con-
tract expired in 2019.

Hamstrung by the notorious anti-
labor Railway Labor Act, which
deems them “essential” workers
and hobbles them from striking, the
union held numerous picket lines at
airports across the country to build
support during their five-year fight
for a new contract.

Far from the glamorous vision the

airlines peddle, new hires at Ameri-
can were only making $27,000 before
taxes, with some forced to apply for
food stamps and public housing as-
sistance to get by.

And like many other workplaces,
American never replaced all of the
workers they cut during the COV-
ID-19 epidemic, forcing those on the
job to carry heavier workloads.

Similar conditions face flight at-
tendants at other airlines, including
members of the Association of Flight
Attendants-CWA at United. They
voted Aug. 28 to authorize a strike,
a precondition for seeking release
from the National Mediation Board
to strike after a 30-day “cooling off”
period. The last strike at a U.S. air-
line was in 2010.

On Aug. 14 flight attendants at
Alaska Airlines rejected their bosses’
latest contract offer by 68%. Also or-
ganized by the Association of Flight
Attendants-CWA, workers said that
while the proposed contract included
a wage raise and offered boarding
pay, it did not address the unpredict-
able work schedules or lower pay
rates for new hires.

the opening chapter of Pathfinder’s
latest book, The Fight Against Jew-
Hatred and Pogroms in the Imperial-
ist Epoch: Stakes for the International
Working Class. Prison authorities ob-
jected to one of the photos, an Asso-
ciated Press picture widely printed in
papers in Florida and worldwide. It
shows the body of a Jewish man mur-
dered by Hamas during the Nazi-like
group’s Oct. 7 pogrom being driven
around Gaza City to cheers by Is-
lamist thugs and their supporters.

Jackson authorities wrote, “Picture
shows dead person being paraded
around on a motorcycle. Magazine
depict hatred toward a specific race.”
In fact, this depiction of Hamas’ Oct.
7 massacre helps inform the paper’s
readers about the character of the re-
actionary group and the need for it to
be defeated to prevent more massa-
cres against Jews.

Authorities claimed the photo and,
for unspecified reasons, the whole
newspaper, are “dangerously inflam-
matory,” encouraging “riot, insur-
rection, rebellion” and “organized
prison protest.”

Colorado Education Association in
Colorado Springs, to prison officials
Sept. 4. “I respectfully urge you to
reconsider this action, which I be-
lieve undermines the fundamental
rights of prisoners to access political
literature and infringes on their free-
dom of speech, as protected by the
Constitution.

“The Militant provides important
perspectives and educational content
to its readers, including many incar-
cerated individuals who benefit from
staying informed on national and in-
ternational issues.

“I respect the safety concerns of
your institution but believe that ban-
ning literature like the Militant does
more harm than good by limiting ac-
cess to educational and political mate-
rials that help incarcerated individu-
als engage in constructive dialogue
and understanding,” he wrote.

See box below for listing of some of
the groups and individuals that have
sent in letters urging the ban be lifted
and the address and email where fur-
ther letters can be sent.

The Florida Depart-
ment of Corrections Lit-
erature Review Commit-
tee initially upheld the
impoundment at a July
18 meeting, but did not
give any reason for its
decision. A further re-
view of this decision was
scheduled for Aug. 29.
It has been three weeks
since then and authorities
haven’t responded to ei-
ther emails or phone calls
from Militant attorney
David Goldstein about
whether the committee
met and, if it did, what it
decided.

They continue to re-
ceive letters protesting
the ban. More are needed.

“Im writing to ex-
press my deep concern
over the recent decision
to ban issue no. 17 of the
Militant,” wrote Travis
Greer, a teaching assis-
tant and member of the ‘_

Fight prison ban
on the ‘Militant’

The following are among the dozens of peo-
ple and organizations that have sent state-
ments calling on Florida prison officials to
lift the ban on Militant issue no. 17

Amnesty International USA

American Civil Liberties Union - Florida

ACLU - National Prison Project

Florida Press Association

PEN America

Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

Southern Center for Human Rights

David Menefee,
BCTGM Local 111

Mark Lee and Earl Farris, BCTGM Local 57

Get letters of support from unions, church-
es and defenders of workers rights and free
speech. Send to Literature Review Commit-
tee, Florida Department of Corrections, 501
South Calhoun Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399,
or email to Saritza.Legault@fdc.myflorida.
com, with copies to themilitant@mac.com

Send a check to the Militant, 306 W. 37th St.,
13th floor, New York, NY 10018, earmarked
“Prisoners Rights Fight.”

~

Secretary  Treasurer
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"\We need our own party of labor’

Continued from front page

had walked out Aug. 16 across nine
Southeastern states. “I’ve been raising
the need for solidarity with your fight
for a better contract as | campaigned
in Dallas-Fort Worth and Pittsburgh,”
Richter told them. “Solidarity is ev-
erything when you’re on strike.”

“They’ve been taking, taking, tak-
ing from us,” technician Kelvin Gordon
said. “But now it’s enough. We need to
feed our families, we need a roof over
our heads! | have a co-worker who told
me he watched his kids grow up on his
cellphone. We all need time off to be
with our families.”

“Many workers I’'ve met across the
U.S. and Canada are fighting for sched-
ules that allow for family time, along
with higher wages, benefits and safety
on the job,” said Richter.

Val Edwards, an operating engineer
who works at a local hospital in Atlanta
and an endorser of the SWP ticket, ac-
companied Richter to the picket line and
joined the discussion.

“I was living in Detroit last year and
working at MotorCity Casino when
union members at three casinos went on
strike Oct. 17,” Edwards told the strik-
ers. “We had five unions involved and
3,700 workers. We could see the power
in our numbers, when thousands of us
marched together downtown.

“We were fighting not just for our-
selves, but for generations that will
come after us,” she said. “We could see
that the company was affected by the
power of the strike and the solidarity we
won.” The casino workers made impor-
tant gains through the strike.

Gordon said they’re getting important
solidarity from UPS workers in Atlanta
who refuse to cross their picket lines.

Richter’s visit came two days be-
fore the union announced a tentative
settlement Sept. 15 in the 30-day
strike, the longest in the AT&T South-
east region’s history.

The union says the tentative new
five-year contract includes wage in-
creases of 19.33%, with additional 3%
increases for lower-paid wire techni-
cians and utility operations. Health
care premiums remain the same for
the first year, are lowered in the second
and third, then raised again in the last
two years of the contract.

A tentative four-year agreement was
also reached for the 8,500 workers at
AT&T West in California and Nevada
who had also been on strike. Union
members in both regions have yet to
vote on the proposed contracts.

On Sept. 16, Richter joined a dozen
UNITE HERE Local 23 members
organizing to win support from pas-
sengers and other workers at Atlanta
Hartsfield-Jackson International Air-
port. They’re concession and restau-
rant workers in the airport employed
by Delaware North. They recently
voted in the union and are now fight-
ing for pay raises and a contract.

~
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“They try to tell us we’re not smart
enough,” Richter told Nayah, an orga-
nizer for the union, “but workers are the
majority. We shouldn’t have to accept
just the crumbs they offer us. They not
only exploit us here, but also working
people around the world, from Africa to
Latin America to Asia.”

Nayah, who is originally from Gam-
bia, was familiar with Thomas Sankara,
who led a popular revolution in nearby
Burkina Faso that held power from 1983
to 1987. “Sankara was murdered but
people still look up to him,” she said.

“They should,” Richter said. “San-
kara was a real revolutionary. He had
confidence in working people. He
taught people to organize to farm and
to feed themselves and to look to oth-
er revolutionaries in Cuba and else-
where.” Nayah and three others at the
rally subscribed to the Militant.

Richter was a member of UNITE
HERE Local 23 at Dallas-Fort Worth
airport prior to setting out on the
campaign trail.

Richter also spoke at an area-wide
campaign meeting in Atlanta over the
weekend that drew 25 people. They con-
tributed $2,227 for the campaign. One
participant asked him to explain more
about the place of a party of labor in the
class struggle today.

“We get interest in this,” Richter said.
“We explain we are for a party of labor
that can organize the entire working
class on a course to take political power.
It wouldn’t be an electoralist party.

“We are not for the so-called ‘labor’
parties that exist today in the United
Kingdom, Australia and some other
countries. They aren’t parties built
on the unions charting a revolution-
ary road forward. They represent the
capitalist rulers.”

by capitalism onto our backs.”

Black equality today.

Marathon striker endorses Fruit/Richter campaign

“| agree, a labor party is needed to draw together everyone, unionized
or not, as well as others like farmers and mom-and-pop business own-
ers,” Jesse Dansby, right, a board operator and striker at the Marathon oil
refinery in Detroit, told SWP campaigner Dan Fein, left, and this worker-
correspondent on the Teamsters Local 283 picket line Sept. 16. Dansby
endorsed the Socialist Workers Party candidates, Rachele Fruit for U.S.
president and Dennis Richter for vice president, and wants to do more.

“Unions need to break from the political parties of the bosses — Dem-
ocrats and Republicans alike,” Fein said. “A party of labor would orga-
nize workers to counter the bosses” drive to unload the burdens created

“People are waking up to the fact that the government is working
against us,” Dansby said. “The two-party system has failed us. They make
promises but when the rubber hits the road, they leave us high and dry.”
Dansby got a Militant subscription and a copy of The Low Point of Labor
Resistance Is Behind Us: The Socialist Workers Party Looks Forward, by
SWP leaders Jack Barnes, Mary-Alice Waters, and Steve Clark.

Dansby was interested in learning more about the strikes and organiz-
ing drives that built the Teamsters in the Midwest in the 1930s. Fein said
that union leaders drew unemployed workers, farmers and women into
those struggles. He pointed out that labor needs to champion the fight for

“They want to divide us,” Dansby said. “But they’re going to have a
hard time convincing the young generation. They go to school with kids
of different nationalities, play with them, and learn with them.”

e
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End Washington’s economic war against Cuba!

BY ROGER CALERO

“The economic war” waged by the
U.S. government “is the main cause
of the hardships facing the Cuban
people, and the country’s economy,”
Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Ro-
driguez said in a special media pre-
sentation in Havana Sept. 12.

Rodriguez detailed the damages
and material losses resulting from
the impact of the economic, financial
and trade embargo and from multiple
sanctions imposed by the U.S. rulers
against the Cuban people and their so-
cialist revolution. From March 1, 2023,
to Feb. 29, 2024, Washington’s mea-
sures caused estimated losses of more
than $5 billion. “This represents more
than $421 million a month, more than
$13.8 million a day, more than $575,638
for each hour of the blockade,” he said.

“This is an economic war, not in rhe-
torical or propagandistic terms,” he ex-
plained. “It is really an economic war!”

The facts described by Rodriguez
will be presented at the next session of
the United Nations General Assembly
Oct. 29-30, where the Cuban delega-
tion will move a resolution demanding
an end Washington’s embargo.

For more than 60 years, Cuba has
been the target of a relentless effort
by the U.S. government that has no
parallel. For decades, Washington
has sought to overthrow the workers
and farmers government that came to
power after a popular revolutionary
struggle overthrew the U.S.-backed
dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista Jan.
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1, 1959. The U.S. rulers fear that tens
of millions of workers around the
world, facing brutal conditions im-
posed by capitalism, might emulate
what the Cuban toilers and their lead-
ership showed is possible.

The centerpiece of Washington’s
drive to destroy the socialist revolu-
tion — enforced by both Democratic
and Republican administrations — in-
cludes sweeping measures that impose
countless obstacles to Cuba’s ability to
purchase foodstuffs, medicine, medi-
cal supplies and equipment from the
U.S. and other countries.

In 2021, the Donald Trump admin-
istration placed Cuba on Washington’s
“State Sponsors of Terrorism” list,
which imposes additional sanctions
that restrict access to financing from
foreign banks and institutions, and
even general services and transactions.
The Joseph Biden administration has
refused to back off these measures.

Impact of U.S. embargo, sanctions

Between January 2021 and Febru-
ary 2024 foreign banks refused to pro-
cess some 1,064 transactions with Cu-
ban banks and institutions, Rodriguez
said. “We have had ships about to en-
ter our territorial waters or in port with
essential foodstuffs that have refused
to unload until the payments are com-
pleted.” This is despite the fact that the
Cuban government has deposited the
money in foreign banks. The banks
can’t process the transactions because
of Washington’s inclusion of Cuba in

its so-called terrorist list, he said.

All this contributes to the lack of
raw materials for production, fuel
and parts for the country’s electrical
system, and to the scarcity of some
medications, despite Cuba having a
relatively well-developed biomedical
and pharmaceutical industry.

Continued on page 12
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Fruit: ‘Build labor solidarity!’

Continued from front page
docks a few blocks away.

Fruit is known to many of them from
her years in the labor movement in Mi-
ami, as well as her presidential cam-
paign. With their contract up Oct. 1,
a prominent discussion among union
members was the likelihood of a strike
across the Atlantic and Gulf coasts.

“This will be the first time I’'m on
strike with a union,” Deon Barner, a
six-year ILA member, told Fruit. “I’'m
not sure how we can all prepare for
what will come.”

“Nearly a half-million workers na-
tionwide have been on strike in the past
year,” Fruit replied. “When workers
strike, you can really feel the impact of
the working class on the economy, the
power we have to change society. We
make everything, including the profits
the bosses get from our labor.

“And the government backs up the
employers,” she said. “Private property
is the reason we can’t afford a place to
live. We have the power to change the
whole system, top to bottom.”

“We’re never fully prepared for a
strike,” Sacarius Ragin, a nine-year
member of the union, told her. “The
bills keep coming and it’s hard. But
we need to strike. You never know
when you’ll work. Some guys come
here every day, but only get one day’s
work a week. It’s like a gamble.”

“We do get some strike benefits,” Ra-
gin said, “but they don’t last that long.”

Fruit pointed to a sign on her cam-
paign table saying, “Solidarity with
Boeing Machinists. Support ILA fight
for a decent contract!” She said, “If
you're united and show strength and win
support from other unions, the strike
may not have to last that long.”

The issues facing longshoremen
are wages and jobs, as companies seek
to automate as much as they can. Fruit
told them she gets the word out about
their fight everywhere she goes.

The union members told the SWP
campaigners where to find their pick-
et lines come Oct. 1. About a half-
dozen longshoremen put on SWP
campaign stickers.

Later that day Fruit spoke at a pub-
lic meeting at the SWP’s campaign
headquarters here.

More unions are fighting today

“As conditions of life for the working
class deteriorate, and wars escalate, mil-
lions of workers are being drawn into
politics in a new and urgent way, look-
ing for ways to fight for our survival,”
she said. “That’s why more workers to-
day are using unions to fight for higher
pay and cost of living protection.”

Fruit said she met workers last month
in the United Kingdom who were inter-
ested to learn about the Canadian rail
strike that was taking place at the time.

“For the first time in 100 years, union
workers at both of the two big railways
in Canada — engineers, conductors,
dispatchers and yardmasters — stopped
work, some on strike and others locked
out, despite every effort by the govern-
ment to prevent them from fighting over
crew scheduling, safety and fatigue.”

“When the trains stop the bosses start
losing millions,” she said. “You can feel
the power of the working class.”

Fruit described a meeting she spoke
at in Manchester, England, hosted by
the Communist League branch there.
“A worker said that the aerospace fac-
tory where she works has a contract

with Boeing and some workers were
afraid they would lose work if there was
a strike in the U.S.

“We had just been to see the statue of
Abraham Lincoln in central Manches-
ter. A plague cited a pledge from textile
workers in Lancashire to support the
Union against slavery. Another plaque
carried Lincoln’s letter of gratitude.”
The workers backed the Union Army’s
blockade of cotton exports from the
southern slave states, despite many be-
ing thrown out of work. “This was a tre-
mendous example of internationalism,”
she said. “Solidarity is everything.”

“The Democratic and Republican
Party politicians will not defend the live-
lihoods of working people, despite their
rhetoric about ‘hard-working families,”
said Fruit. “They defend the capitalist
class, and they make sure that the U.S.
military is strong enough to defend their
imperialist interests in the world.”

She said that the SWP stands up
against the government’s frame-up and
conviction of leaders of the African
People’s Socialist Party and the UH-
URU movement. They were accused
of being covert agents of the Russian
government based purely on their po-
litical views. Eleven of the 13 prosecu-
tion witnesses were FBI agents.

Threat of conflict and war

Fruit described how the world capital-
ist economic crisis is bringing devasta-
tion and war to millions. The U.S. rulers
seek to expand their economic, military
and political control around the world,
just like their competitors do — both
their allies and enemies. No stable world
capitalist order is possible that would
make the world any more peaceful.

The fight over which class rules is
the central question that matters for
working people everywhere in the
world, she said. And the U.S. working
class is decisive in that fight.
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Rachele Fruit, SWP candidate for U.S. president, campaigns with supporters at International
Longshoremen’s Association Local 1416 hal