(Ceasefire is new
stage in fight to
defend Israel as
refuge for Jews

BY SETH GALINSKY

The ceasefire agreement in Gaza to-
day is the product of the blows the Israeli
military and people have dealt Hamas,
Hezbollah and the reactionary bour-
geois regime in Tehran over the last 15
months.

Advances in defending Israel as a
refuge against Jew-hatred and pogroms
are also opening space needed for work-
ing people throughout the Middle East
to join together to fight for their own
interests — whatever their religion or
nationality — and for their national as-
pirations.

Hamas had insisted that it would not
free more hostages until Israel ended its
war in Gaza. Instead, the thug outfit was
forced to accept a 42-day ceasefire, dur-
ing which it is supposed to release 33 of
the 94 remaining hostages in batches.
More than 30 of the hostages are dead.
Negotiations for releasing the rest, an
end to the war and who will replace
Hamas in running Gaza are supposed to

Continued on page 7

South African
gov’t condemns

immigrant gold
miners to die

BY VED DOOKHUN

Over a harrowing three days, Jan. 13-
15, 246 starving miners and the bodies
of 78 dead miners were brought to the
surface from the 4,200-foot-deep aban-
doned Buffelsfontein gold mine near
Stilfontein, South Africa, a small town
100 miles southwest of Johannesburg.

While South African government
forces waited to arrest the miners, two
area residents — Mandla Charles and
Mzwandile Mkwayi — volunteered to
carry out a series of trips in a cage low-
ered and raised by a crane on the surface
until everyone they could find was out.

The deaths are the latest casualties
in the African National Congress-led
government’s war against illegal mining
operations, dubbed operation “Close the
Hole.” Its target is the more than 6,000
gold mines abandoned by their own-
ers when they could no longer produce
profits high enough to justify large-scale
corporate operation. They have become
battlegrounds for miners and gangs as

Continued on page 5
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Joanne Kuniansky, left, and Craig Honts, right, SWP candidates for governor and lieutenant
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governor of New Jersey, speak to Supreme Stegall, a furrier, in Passaic Jan. 19. He got two
Militants and asked them to visit again for more discussion on party’s working-class program.

BY TERRY EVANS

“The Socialist Workers Party cam-
paign speaks in the interests of work-
ing people, as we face unemployment,
high prices, a deep social crisis and the
threat of more wars,” Eric Simpson, the
party’s candidate for mayor of Oakland,
California, told supporters after city au-
thorities announced he would be on the
ballot in the April 15 special election.

Simpson is a longtime member of
the Socialist Workers Party, a ma-
chine operator at a chocolate factory

and member of Bakery, Confection-
ery, Tobacco Workers and Grain
Millers Local 125. Former Oakland
Mayor Sheng Thao was ousted in a
November recall election.

Simpson is one of a growing slate
of SWP candidates that the party is
announcing around the country. Ev-
erywhere they go, SWP campaigners
explain workers need to break with the
bosses’ parties, the Democrats and Re-
publicans, and take political power into

Continued on page 3
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Volunteers sift donations at YMCA center in Los Angeles’ Koreatown Jan. 11. Thousands of
volunteers, some fire victims themselves, have organized all across city and beyond to collect,
distribute clothes, blankets, goods of all kinds. Free pizza and hamburgers are delivered.

BY LAURA GARZA

LOS ANGELES — The heavy smell
of smoke, darkened skies in the daytime
and spreading ash have receded in many
neighborhoods here, though the closer
you are to the ongoing fires it is still
dangerous to breathe the air. More peo-
ple are wearing COVID-period masks
again. People try to maneuver through
cop and National Guard checkpoints to
sift through what remains of their prop-
erty.

The one real sign of hope is the thou-
sands of volunteers who have set up
makeshift aid sites or food giveaways
at street corners, in parking lots, in
churches and other places near fire-
damaged areas. Hundreds of pizza shop
owners and volunteer drivers have giv-
en out thousands of pizzas.

The Democratic Party politicians
who dominate in California, from Gov.
Gavin Newsom to Los Angeles Mayor

Continued on page 4

Housing crisis working people face
is bred by bosses’ drive for profit

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

As the crisis of the U.S. rulers’ capi-
talist system deepens, they are stepping
up efforts to place the burden on the
backs of working people. One punishing

Join fight against
ban on ‘Militant’
in Phoenix jail!

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

The Militant is appealing the banning
of its Nov. 11, 2024, issue of the paper by
authorities at the Lower Buckeye Jail in
Phoenix. The paper is urging supporters
of civil liberties and prisoners’ rights to
join this fight and help get the unconsti-
tutional ban reversed.

Officials at the Maricopa County
Sheriff’s Office say that issue no. 42 was
impounded because “there is a photo
on the cover of the newspaper that was
found to violate MCSO policy,” which
“does not allow photos of weaponry.”

The photo illustrates armed Hamas
thugs seizing a woman and taking her
hostage during the Oct. 7, 2023, pogrom
the reactionary outfit carried out in Isra-

Continued on page 9

expression of this is the growing short-
age of housing working-class families,
the young and the elderly can afford.

In the last quarter of 2024 a paltry
6,700 units with monthly rents that av-
erage $1,332 were under construction
nationwide, compared to about half a
million “luxury” apartments, according
to CoStar, a real-estate company.

Landlords have taken advantage
of this housing crisis to raise rents on
working people, which have increased
by 47% over the past five years. And
prices to buy a home have shot up by
26%, to record-high levels.

Under capitalist rule the availabil-
ity of adequate housing, like just about

Continued on page 9
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amid political crisis in Canada

BY STEVE PENNER

MONTREAL — “At the very mo-
ment [Canada] needs stable and credible
leadership” — as a trade conflict with
Washington is imminent — “it is instead
wracked by the prolonged death throes
of a minority government,” complained
the editors of the Globe and Mail. On
Jan. 6 Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
announced he planned to resign, that he
was suspending Parliament, and open-
ing up the race for the Liberal Party
leadership to replace him.

These events are provoking a seri-
ous crisis for Canada’s capitalist rul-
ers and generating a discussion among
working people about how to best de-
fend our own class interests.

Saying that the terms of trade be-
tween Washington and Canada, and
with Mexico, unfairly harm U.S. pro-
ducers, President Donald Trump has
threatened to impose a 25% tariff on
all imports from the two countries. Ot-
tawa has said it will respond in kind.
Almost 80% of Canadian exports —
$548 billion Canadian dollars ($384
billion) in products — went to the U.S.
in 2023. Which leader can most effec-
tively defend the Canadian rulers’ in-
terests in the pending trade conflict is
the central issue in the coming federal
parliamentary elections.

Support for the Trudeau government
has been in free fall for some time, re-
flecting the anger among working peo-
ple with Ottawa’s inability to offer any
protection from the deepening capital-
ist crisis. Workers face rising prices,
stagnating wages, high unemploy-
ment, unaffordable housing and the
growing threat of new wars. Trudeau’s

woke policies, such as a carbon tax on
gasoline and home heating fuel, and
his government’s meritocratic disdain
for working people, are also provoking
its plummeting support.

Over the past year hundreds of thou-
sands of workers have waged union
battles for wages that keep up with
rising prices, and working conditions
that are safe with schedules that allow
time for family life, union activity and
recreation. Since August the Trudeau
government has backed the bosses’
offensive by imposing back-to-work
orders on close to 70,000 striking rail,
port and postal workers.

Rulers in Ottawa have also launched a
major attack on the rights of immigrant
workers, which has led to the deporta-
tion of thousands. Their goal is to deep-
en divisions in the working class.

Some working people are looking to
Pierre Poilievre, leader of the Conserva-
tive Party, for some relief. He has been
campaigning to win working-class and
union support as a “lesser evil” to the
Liberals and is far ahead in the polls.
Both parties are organized to defend the
wealth and power of the ruling rich.

Unions must take independent road

Instead of mobilizing the unions to
break with the bosses’ parties and or-
ganize a party of labor, the Canadian
Labour Congress is organizing confer-
ences across the country centered on de-
feating the Conservatives. The intended
effect is to back the Liberals, possibly
in a coalition with the New Democratic
Party. In Quebec many of the top union
officials support the Bloc Quebecois, a
pro-Quebec-sovereignty capitalist party.
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Philippe Tessier, one of the Communist League’s two candidates for Parliament from Montreal,
speaks in defense of Ukraine’s sovereignty in Toronto March 2022, weeks after Russia’s invasion.

As part of this dead-end, class-col-
laborationist strategy, unions like the
United Steelworkers and Unifor are
joining together with bosses and capi-
talist politicians in the newly formed
Canada-U.S. Trade Council. Their
goal is to build support for Ottawa in
the trade war with the U.S.

On Jan. 17 Trudeau convened the
first meeting of the Council of Cana-
da-US Relations, a new body uniting
unions with bosses and the government.
Trudeau said, “You are all patriots. You
believe in fighting for Canada.”

Communist League alternative

“But Canada is a class-divided soci-
ety,” Philippe Tessier, one of two Com-
munist League candidates for Parlia-
ment from Montreal, told the Militant
Jan. 16. Tessier is a rail worker and
Teamsters union member,

“Instead of mobilizing the unions to
defend our right to strike and to fight
for better wages and working condi-
tions, union officials have joined ‘Team
Canada,” set up by the country’s ruling
billionaire families to defend their in-
dustries and profit system.

“There is no way forward for working
people if we back the class that exploits
our labor and is attacking our rights in
its trade and military conflicts against
their capitalist competitors.”

Katy LeRougetel, the CL’s other
candidate, pointed out, “Trade wars
lead to shooting wars. That’s what

happened before the first and second
imperialist world wars in which tens
of millions of workers died. These
conflicts turn working people in one
country against those in another.” Le-
Rougetel is a member of the Bakery,
Confectionery, Tobacco Workers and
Grain Millers International Union.

“Proposals that the unions should be
fighting to defend ‘Canadian’ jobs here
at the expense of workers in the U.S.
is a deadly trap,” she said. “They are
not our enemy but our most important
and potentially powerful ally. In both
countries, workers need to fight for
jobs for all and for permanent resident
status for all immigrants.

“Hotel workers in Las Vegas in the
U.S. are on strike and need solidarity,
just like the 600 locked out at the Queen
Elizabeth Hotel here. | encourage every-
one to join them on their picket line.

“The labor movement needs its own
independent working-class foreign
policy that defends working people
around the world.”

“Out of these struggles working peo-
ple can break from supporting one or
other of the capitalist parties as a ‘lesser
evil, and forge a party of our own, a
party of labor based on the unions,” Tes-
sier said, “to organize working people
in their millions to wrest power away
from the capitalist rulers, end capitalist
exploitation, halt imperialism’s march
toward fascism and World War III and
join the fight to build a socialist world.”
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Socialist Workers Party candidates

Continued from front page

our own hands. They describe how past
working-class struggles show this is
both possible and necessary.

“The thing that really appeals to me is
Simpson’s focus on supporting unions,”
Levi Meir Clancy, who signed on to
sponsor Simpson’s campaign, told the
Militant. Clancy cares for adults with
disabilities and met the SWP at protests
against the murderous Oct. 7, 2023,
Hamas pogrom. He welcomes the par-
ty’s defense of Israel’s right to exist as a
refuge for Jews.

In New Jersey, Joanne Kuniansky and
Craig Honts, the Socialist Workers Party
candidates for governor and lieutenant
governor, found serious interest in the
party’s working-class program when
they campaigned on workers’ doorsteps
in Passaic Jan. 19.

Supreme Stegall told the SWP can-
didates he’s concerned at the number of
“mentally ill who are left on the streets,
taking drugs.” Stegall works as a furrier
in a union shop in New York.

“You say you're for the working class,
but what about those who aren’t work-
ers, the unemployed?” he asked.

A union-led fight for jobs for all

Honts said the unemployed are part
of the working class, and employers use
competition for jobs to try to deepen di-
visions among workers. “Bosses say, ‘If
you don’t like it here, there are 10 others
waiting to take your job.” What’s needed
is a fight for jobs for all, including a gov-
ernment-funded public works program
to create millions of jobs at union-scale
wages and a shorter workweek with no
cut in pay to spread the available work
around.”

Kuniansky pointed to the example of
union struggles in Minneapolis where
SWP members were part of the lead-
ership of the Teamsters union in the
1930s. The union organized the un-
employed to join workers’ strike picket
lines. It also established an auxiliary for
unemployed workers that led the fight
for their interests with the backing of
the labor movement.

“But if you win, how would you
change things today?” Stegall asked.
Kuniansky said SWP candidates would
continue building solidarity with union
battles and other struggles in the inter-
ests of the working class. “But the only
way to really make a difference is to
change which class runs society.”

She pointed to the mighty Black-led
working-class movement that tore down
Jim Crow segregation, showing the rev-
olutionary potential and capacities of the
working class.

“Yes, there may not be lynchings to-
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The Socialist Workers Party
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More and more
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is enough!”
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to wield the
collective power
of the exploited
producers in response.
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day,” Stegall said, “but the jobs situation
is still no better.”

“The profit system of the ruling
rich reproduces racism, it’s built in,”
Kuniansky replied. She pointed to the
example set by the leaders of the so-
cialist revolution in Cuba. After the
conquest of power, they organized
working people to “get rid of Jim
Crow race laws, drew Afro-Cubans
into all industries, brought women
into jobs they were excluded from,
and sent 100,000 youth into the coun-
tryside to teach workers and peasants
to read and write.”

“This country has been built by im-
migrants,” Stegall said, but he thought
too many were entering the U.S. today.
Honts said that the bosses turn immigra-
tion on and off to ensure themselves the
labor they need and to heighten compe-
tition among workers.

“The SWP is not for open borders,”
Kuniansky added, “but we fight for
the defense of all workers who are
here, and we demand amnesty for the
more than 11 million undocumented
workers. We also build solidarity with
workers fighting for better conditions
in other countries.”

Kuniansky also addressed the grow-
ing threat of imperialist wars. “Wash-
ington is the only power to have used
nuclear weapons, against the people of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the end of
World War I1.”

“How do we get rid of the threat of
nuclear war,” Stegall asked, “when the
U.S. government claims to be the only
government with the ‘right’ to have nu-
clear weapons?”’

“All the peace treaties and disarma-
ment pacts capitalist governments sign

SR
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Eric Simpson, left, SWP candidate for mayor of Oakland, California, speaks with striking hotel
workers in San Francisco last October. Joining workers in struggle is key part of SWP campaign.

today only pave the way for new wars
tomorrow,” Kuniansky said. “The only
way to stop war is to take power from
the warmakers, the capitalist class, in-
cluding right here in the U.S.”

Stegall took a couple of issues of the
Militant and encouraged the SWP can-
didates to return when he’s had a chance
to read them.

Black workers hit hard in L.A. fires

At a Jan. 18 Martin Luther King pa-
rade in Dallas, SWP members Josefina
Otero and Dennis Richter talked with
Lori Patton.

“Three of my family members in
Altadena lost their homes in the fire”
in Los Angeles, Patton told the SWP
campaigners. “I'm worried that the fires
will wipe out the Black families’ legacy
in Altadena.” Tens of thousands of Af-
rican Americans moved to Los Angeles

during the second great migration from
the South between 1940 and 1970, many
settling in Altadena.

“The Los Angeles firestorm falls
hardest on the working class,” Richter
said. “Many can’t afford the high-priced
insurance and will not be able to rebuild
their homes.”

“Working people need to break with
the capitalist parties. We need a party of
labor,” Otero said.

“I like the idea of a party of labor, to
begin to take on the problems facing
working people,” Patton replied. She got
a copy of the Militant.

To join in campaigning for SWP can-
didates, contact the party branch nearest
you listed on page 8.

Maggie Trowe in Oakland and Roy
Landersen in New Jersey contributed to
this article.

True Jimmy Carter: Defender of US capitalist rule, wars

BY JACOB PERASSO

The bourgeois press, particularly the
liberal-run media, has gone to great
lengths to portray recently deceased
Democratic Party politician and for-
mer President James Earl Carter Jr. as
a “humanitarian” and ‘“peacemaker.”
Carter was the 39th president, the ex-
ecutive officer for the U.S. capitalist
rulers, from 1977 to 1981.

“To all of the young people in this
nation and for anyone in search of
what it means to live a life of purpose
and meaning — the good life,” then
President Joseph Biden eculogized,
“study Jimmy Carter, a man of prin-
ciple, faith and humility.”

Nothing could be further from the
truth. The reality is that Carter always
acted, often with brutal methods, to
defend the interests of the U.S. ruling
capitalist class in both foreign and do-
mestic policy.

Peter Baker, writing in the New York
Times, said Carter “became one of his
generation’s great peacemakers with his
Camp David accords, bringing together
Israel and Egypt.”

In his book Palestine Peace Not
Apartheid, Carter promoted the lie that
Israel is primarily to blame for the con-
ditions the Palestinian people face in
Gaza and elsewhere. This lets the reac-
tionary bourgeois forces there, such as
Hamas and Fatah, off the hook.

It is Hamas’ course, above all, that
has ensured conditions in Gaza remain
deplorable. For decades Hamas has used
Palestinians as human shields, believing
their deaths help it win political support
and financial backing,. Its oft-stated aim

is to destroy the state of Israel and kill as
many Jews as possible. In 2009 Carter
met with Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh
and embraced him.

It is Hamas’ Tehran-backed po-
grom of Oct. 7, 2023 — killing 1,200
people, mostly civilians, wounding
thousands, raping and mutilating doz-
ens of women and kidnapping 250
hostages — that is responsible for the
recent fighting in Gaza.

Carter falsely accused the Jewish
state of “apartheid,” charges Hamas
and its supporters use to justify the
Oct. 7 pogrom.

It’s preposterous to say that what ex-
ists in democratic capitalist Israel today
is apartheid. There are 9.9 million peo-
ple living there, 21% of whom are Ar-
abs, mostly Muslims, almost all of them
citizens with the right to vote and who
can travel anywhere they want.

In apartheid South Africa, some 24
million Black Africans, the overwhelm-
ing majority of the country’s people,
were barred from citizenship and the
right to vote. Every aspect of their la-
bor and life was under the control of the
apartheid rulers.

Carter backs apartheid South Africa

When the apartheid rulers of South
Africa invaded newly independent An-
gola in 1975, Carter as president in 1978
sided with them against the new An-
golan government. Despite the efforts
of Carter and U.S. administrations that
followed his, Angola, backed by tens of
thousands of volunteer Cuban forces,
won a decisive victory in 1988. This vic-
tory “broke the myth of the invincibility

of the white oppressors,” Nelson Man-
dela explained, and opened the road to
the collapse of the apartheid govern-
ment and system.

Carter was a fierce opponent of Cuba
and its socialist revolution. He accused
Cuba of being a violator of human rights
and encouraged Cuban counterrevolu-
tionaries’ efforts to bring down Cuba’s
revolutionary government.

On New Year’s Eve 1977 in Tehran,
Carter toasted the notorious shah of Iran,
saying because of his “great leadership,”
Iran “is an island of stability in one of
the more troubled areas of the world.”
The shah used his brutal secret police
force to ruthlessly suppress opposition.

The next year, anti-shah protests
broke out in Iran’s major cities. The shah
responded by ordering his forces to fire
on demonstrators, killing hundreds and
wounding thousands. By October 1978
strikes paralyzed the country. Workers,
farmers, women and oppressed nation-
alities in their millions carried out the
historic Iranian Revolution in 1979.

Carter was no friend to working
people at home, either. He invoked the
anti-working-class Taft-Hartley law in
a failed attempt to break the 1977-78
111-day coal miners strike. Using it, he
ordered the miners back to work and
threatened to fine or jail their union
leaders, confiscate their union treasur-
ies, and even to cut off food stamps for
their families.

Far from a record of promoting
people and human rights, Carter’s
slavish support for the U.S. capitalist
rulers at home and abroad made him
an enemy of humanity.

The Militant February 3, 2025 3



Evidence: gov’t is responsible

Continued from front page

Karen Bass, the heads of related gov-
ernment agencies, power utility bosses,
cops and others are all pointing fingers
at each other for the failure to maintain
and then to deploy the resources needed
to prevent or contain the fires.

The prospect of finding new housing
without being gouged by profit-hungry
realtors confronts thousands of fire vic-
tims, part of the deepening social crises
the fires have both created and exacer-
bated. The death toll has reached 28
and many people remain unaccounted
for. Many in western Altadena, a his-
torically Black area, report they didn’t
receive notice of danger or evacuation
warnings until the flames of the Eaton
fire raged around them. Seventeen of
the deaths occurred there.

Local papers remind people who’ve
lost their homes that if they had a
mortgage, they will still have to pay
it all off. You may get a one-year re-
prieve, but you’ve got to pay. And
even if you can collect insurance and
rebuild, you’ve got to rent somewhere
until it’s done.

Even before the fires, the California
Housing Partnership reported renters
in Los Angeles County needed to earn
at least $48.04 an hour — 2.9 times the
minimum wage here — to afford the av-
erage monthly rent of $2,498. But in to-
day’s crush, rents are escalating, despite
the fact it’s illegal for landlords to raise
rents more than 10%.

David Wellington, an African
American FedEx worker, spoke to this
Militant worker-correspondent Jan. 16.
He was on his way to work from the
Pasadena Convention Center shelter
where he’s staying since his home in
Altadena burned down. “The insur-
ance company says they have to see
the place and verify it burned,” he said,
but no one is allowed up there now. So,
he’s stuck staying in the shelter.

A total of 15,000 homes, business-
es and schools have been destroyed
by the fires.

Volunteers by the thousands

Meanwhile, the continuing out-
pouring of volunteers shows the ca-
pacity of working people to transform
themselves and step into the breach.
At a pop-up site behind Club 1881,
a Pasadena bar, Daisy Barajas, her
companion Jose, and their 9-year-
old daughter spoke with the Militant
Jan. 19. Daisy said she, her daughter
and her parents had lived in a rented
house in Altadena that burned to the
ground, as did the supermarket where

J

A

D.W. Dixie shows collapsed balcony of his Altadena home to SWP campaigners Jan. 19.

she worked. She is living with
her companion and has found
temporary housing for her par-
ents at a motel until Feb. 16.

This volunteer site was orga-
nized by Dann Salinas, a con-
struction site project manager.
“We have clothes, shoes, kitchen
supplies, toys and bedding. Even
some hot dogs,” he said, brought
by neighbors and friends. Help-
ing Salinas was Tony Duran, an
engineer for the Union Pacific
Railroad. “Dann is my compa-
dre,” Duran said. “He grew up
here and reached out to me. I'm
glad to help.”

Thousands of people are do-
ing the same thing, dropping
off supplies, bringing hot meals,
setting up food trucks and more.
Many of the volunteers met at a huge
donation center set up in the parking
lot of the Santa Anita Racetrack the
week after the fires started. Regard-
less of the continuing needs, city of-
ficials announced Jan. 16 that this site
would be shut down.

The Pasadena Community Job Cen-
ter, organized by National Day Laborer
Organizing Network, has opened its
doors to volunteers.

“There were hundreds of volunteers,
up to 700, over the weekend. We ask
what families need, then they can pick
it up,” Walter Batres, president of the
Guatemalan Migrant Network, told the
Militant at the center. He is a skilled con-
struction worker who lives in Altadena.
Batres pointed to the line of people wait-
ing to pick up donated items.

Ervin Mancilla, 70, a construction
worker, is an activist with the day labor-
er network and a musician who is part
of the Jornaleros del Norte (Day labor-
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ers of the North) band. He was rehears-
ing the day the fires started, he said. The
next morning big trees that had come
down were blocking the road. Workers
from the center came and cut the trees
up and cleared the street.

Capitalist government responsible

Facing forecasts of more extreme
Santa Ana winds with high fire risks
beginning Jan. 20, the city finally
took steps it had failed to do before
the fires started two weeks earlier.
They prepositioned firefighters in
vulnerable areas, staffed extra en-
gines and had the outgoing shift of
1,000 firefighters remain on duty.
These are steps authorities had rou-
tinely taken in past years.

It is clear to millions that the disaster
here was the result of many years of gov-
ernment neglect to build and maintain
needed infrastructure and adequate fire-
fighting capacity. What working people

Militant/Bernie Senter

Socialist Workers Party campaigner Barbara Bowman, right, speaks with Daisy Barajas at makeshift
donation site in Pasadena Jan. 19. Barajas lost house her family and her parents rented in Altadena.

have suffered is a result of the for-profit
operation of capitalism and the disdain
of its political defenders.

At a Fire Commission meeting a
month earlier, before the fires broke
out, the president of the firefighters
union and others spoke out, calling
for more resources and citing danger-
ous shortages. They noted that trucks
sit unrepaired because the Los Ange-
les Fire Department is understaffed,
including cuts to mechanics. The de-
partment has less than one firefighter
for every 1,000 residents. Many major
cities have staffing ratios closer to two
firefighters per 1,000.

Freddy Escobar, president of the
firefighters union, told CNN, “This
isn’t about one budget cycle. It’s not
about a single mayor. We have been
speaking about it for years now. It’s
sad it’s taken this natural disaster and
tragedy to highlight what we have
been saying for decades.”

Capitalist rule turned LA fires into a social catastrophe

Statement by Laura Garza, orga-
nizer of the Los Angeles Socialist
Workers Party, Jan. 20.

The dog-eat-dog capitalist system
is incapable of addressing the crisis
now facing working people, small-
business owners and thousands of
others in the aftermath of the deadly
Eaton, Palisades and other fires that
have devastated parts of Los Ange-
les. Thousands are jobless, families
are suddenly homeless, many without
income and with every possession de-
stroyed. Yet they are still on the hook
for mortgages, loans and other debts.
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Driven by the insurance com-
panies, real-estate speculators and
banks — with a government that
serves their interests — this profit-
driven system has turned a natural
disaster into a social catastrophe.

The Socialist Workers Party calls
on the trade union movement to take
charge and lead the effort to clean up
and rebuild Los Angeles. The first
step will be fighting to win a gov-
ernment-funded mass public works
program to clear the immense debris
from the fires and build thousands of
houses, schools, child care centers
and hospitals. New roads are need-
ed; the water and power infrastruc-
ture must be rebuilt; brush regularly
cleared in fire zones; and power lines
should be buried.

Building on the surge of solidarity
with fire victims that has been dem-
onstrated by workers throughout the
area, tens of thousands must now be
put to work at union-scale wages to
accomplish this. Construction work-
ers, electricians, plumbers, carpen-
ters, laborers and more have to be
trained. Firefighters should be hired
and trained. The hundreds of prison-
ers who are fighting these fires should
be guaranteed firefighting jobs upon
release if they so choose. As part of
unifying and strengthening the work-
ing class, the labor movement must
champion the demand for amnesty for
immigrant workers.

This rebuilding work must be orga-
nized under union control and man-

agement, a necessary step to ensure
it is done safely and without corner-
cutting. Left in the hands of construc-
tion bosses, insurance companies and
their cronies in government, their sole
concern will be turning the disaster
into a handsome profit.

Southern California Edison, whose
power-line explosion is the likely
cause of the Eaton fire, should be na-
tionalized under workers control.

The government on every level,
with its two capitalist parties, is re-
sponsible for the devastation. Now
all they do is try to pass the blame
by pointing fingers at each other. No
preparation, dilapidated infrastruc-
ture, no evacuation plan. The labor
movement must break from the capi-
talist parties and organize our own
party, a party of labor, to organize the
whole working class. This is a neces-
sary step on the road to taking power
out of the hands of the capitalists and
building a socialist future.

—MILITANT
LABOR
FORUMS—

GEORGIA

Atlanta

Los Angeles Wildfire Disaster Is a Product
of Capitalist Rule. Speaker: Marklyn
Wilson, Socialist Workers Party. Sun., Feb.
2, 4 p.m. Donation: $5. 777 Cleveland Ave.,
SW Suite 103. Tel.: (678) 528-7828.



UK food workers strike at
Princes for higher wages

BY JONATHAN SILBERMAN

LONG SUTTON, England —
Some 300 members of Unite, the
union at the Princes food company
here, walked out Jan. 7. Princes pro-
duces canned fish, meat, vegetables,
soft drinks and pickles.

Their action was part of a series of
strikes, two or three days a week, joined
by over 800 union members, including
at the company’s other sites in Bradford,
Cardiff, Glasgow and Wisbech. The
workers are fighting for better pay.

Eighty strikers picketed four points
around the Long Sutton plant Jan. 14
in an effort to dissuade several dozen
nonunion, agency and union members
from breaking the strike.

The pickets were joined by 20 fel-
low Unite members, who have been
on strike at the nearby Bakkavor plant
in Spalding for nearly four months
over pay and union rights. The strik-
ers cheered the Bakkavor workers for
their act of solidarity.

Paul Russell, Unite’s senior shop
steward at Princes, told the Bakkavor
strikers that union members at Long
Sutton would reciprocate the solidarity.

“This is the first strike since I've
worked here,” Russell told the Militant.
He has been at the plant for 19 years.
Workers were originally offered “4%,
plus add-ons,” he said.

When negotiations first began, Princ-
es was owned by the Japanese conglom-
erate Mitsubishi. The plant was taken
over by the Italian food group Newlat
Food SpA last July. Union leaders told
the new owners they would recommend
rejection of the 4% offer. The bosses re-
sponded by cutting the offer to 3%.

“They never thought we’d walk out,”
deputy shop steward Pat Hickey said.

“To be honest, I could live with the
3%, striker Trevor Price added. “T've
only got three more years before I retire
and I"ve paid off my bills. But this isn’t
about me. It’s about all workers having
decent wages and a decent union.”

Forty years ago, Price said, he was
a coal miner living in Sheffield and a
participant in the yearlong National
Union of Mineworkers strike against pit
closures, a struggle that inspired union
solidarity from around the world.

“That’s how I ended up here,” Price
said. “Broke at the strike’s end, I ended
up picking fruit and vegetables in Lin-
colnshire. Four vans would pick us up
and drive an hour plus. We’d work eight

—25,50, AND 75 YEARS AGO

January 31, 2000

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Tens of thou-
sands marched through the streets
here demanding the Confederate
battle flag no longer be flown over the
capitol building. The marchers wound
through the streets chanting, “We’re
fired up! Take it Down!” and “Hey
Hey! Ho Ho! The racist flag has got
to go!” It was the largest civil rights
march ever in the state.

The march was one of many com-
memorating slain civil rights leader
Martin Luther King Jr. The flag was
installed in 1962 as a calculated in-
sult and in defiance of the advancing
civil rights movement.

to 10 hours in the fields for
very poor money. At the
end of the shift we'd get
picked up and driven home.
And we each had to pay 2
pounds [$2.45] diesel mon-
ey! I ended up moving.”
“This strike isn’t just
about pay,” Russell said.
“It’s about the future, includ-
ing collective bargaining by
a strong union. We’re up
against a major company.”
A further strike is planned
here Jan. 28-31. Messages of
support to the Princes strik-
ers can be sent to: Paul Trav-
ers@unitetheunion.org.

Mi[itant/‘Jona‘Ehan S.ilgerman
Members of Unite union on strike against Princes food company picket plant in Long Sutton, England, Jan. 14
in strike for pay raise. Fellow unionists on strike against Bakkavor for nearly four months joined in solidarity.

South African gov’t condemns immigrant miners to die

Continued from front page
the price of gold has hit a historic high
of $2,700 an ounce.

The miners are largely undocument-
ed immigrants known as ‘“zama za-
mas.” In the Zulu language this means
“hustlers” or “chance takers.” The
term is used by the capitalist media to
imply the miners are criminals.

The South African Police Service
laid siege to the mine last August, pre-
venting food and water from reaching
the miners. They expected the miners
would give up and come to the surface.
This was the case last November, when
565 blockaded miners surfaced from
an abandoned mine near Orkney and
were arrested. Police spokespeople told
the press that their strategy could be
summed up as “surrender or starve.”

Many miners at Buffelsfontein per-
ished from starvation and lack of wa-
ter. Others fell to their deaths in at-
tempts to climb up the mine’s air shaft,
a mile-and-a-half vertical climb that
would take three days.

The police deny any responsibility
for the miners’ deaths. Community
members disagreed. The Stilfontein
Crisis Committee and Mining Af-
fected Communities United in Action,
made up of members of the communi-
ty and other organizations, said miners
were pleading for assistance, no longer
well enough to get out on their own.
They needed to be rescued.

Local people say the cops were work-
ing with gang members in the mine.

Community members explained

the miners were trapped in two shafts
more than a mile deep, lined with con-
crete walls with no stairs. The miners
had to be pulled to the surface. Volun-
teers organized to do just that, with a
rope and pulley system, but it took so
much time and effort that only one per-
son could be brought up at a time. At
that rate the rescue would take months
and many more would die.

The South African Police Service
continued to block people from pro-
viding the trapped miners with food.
“By providing food, water and neces-
sities to these illegal miners it would
be the police entertaining and allow-
ing criminality to thrive,” it said.

Local community forces rescue

The government was forced by
court order to prepare a rescue effort.
That’s when the crane and cage setup
was erected. But local authorities re-
fused to send anyone to operate them.
Charles and Mkwayi told the Wall
Street Journal they knew the trapped
miners. They said the surviving min-
ers had to resort to eating cockroaches
and rotting flesh from those who had
died. “They had lost hope.”

Mkwayi is unemployed and
Charles, like the men he rescued, has
worked as a “zama zama.” “That’s
why [ managed to go down. [ was just
thinking of those guys,” he said.

Deeply affected by what they saw
and experienced, they kept going un-
til no one was left behind. They made
more than 30 round trips over three
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It was an ironic coincidence. Two
painters who were working on the
project to shine up the Statue of Lib-
erty for the celebration next year of
200 years of freedom in the United
States were seized by Immigration
Department agents. It turns out they
lacked the proper papers.

Immigration laws, like most others,
are drafted for the needs of the rich. One
of their needs is to regulate and control
their labor supply. The economic cri-
sis has raised the immigration barriers
again. The broad and intensive cam-
paign against “illegal aliens” is one of
the fake cures for unemployment.
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The conviction of Alger Hiss has
spread fear among the liberals and
left-wing Democrats while jubilation
reigns on the extreme right. These
contrasting reactions cast light on the
political significance of the case.

It is often forgotten that the idea of
a “loyalty” probe of government em-
ployees was projected in 1939 to expose
“Communist” agents. The lesson from
the Hiss trial is that the loyalty purge
cannot be limited. Once started, it sets
into motion forces which can boomer-
ang against its own sponsors. Truman
persecuted Stalinists, Trotskyists and
others. But this was only a beginning.

days, cramming as many as 13 men and
bodies into the cage. “Our government
failed them,” said Mkwayi.

Gwede Mantashe, the South African
government’s petroleum and resource
minister, defended the siege and the
deaths as a necessary crackdown on il-
legal mining. “It’s a criminal activity,”
he said, “an attack on our economy by
foreign nationals in the main.”

South African President Cyril Rama-
phosa and Mantashe were both leaders
of the National Union of Mineworkers
during the anti-apartheid struggle in
the 1980s, when the majority of union
membership in the mines were migrant
workers. Ramaphosa went on to become
a boss, then a capitalist politician.

All in all, 1,576 rescued miners
were arrested and 121 deported. Most
came from Mozambique, others from
Lesotho and Zimbabwe. Twenty-one
were South African. All were taken
into police custody.

Capitalist crisis breeds exploitation

As the capitalist economic crisis deep-
ens across southern Africa, with crush-
ing inflation and unemployment, work-
ers from nearby countries are drawn to
South Africa, looking for a way to sur-
vive. They find the crisis facing working
people in South Africa is deep, with an
unemployment rate of 42%.

This is what drives people into
working in these abandoned mines,
digging out gold from old deposits.
They find themselves caught up amid
armed criminal gangs fighting violent
turf wars over the profits.

These gangs are politically well
connected. They superexploit the min-
ers, forcing them to work for months
in abandoned death traps. These
mines have no power, no emergency
response, no means of transport for
miners or products, no roof support
and poor ventilation. The gangs skim
off the bulk of the profit.

While none of the main mine worker
unions issued any statements about this
disaster, the South African Federation
of Trade Unions, the second-largest
union federation in the country, did
issue a statement blaming the govern-
ment for allowing the men “to starve to
death in the depths of the earth.”

“These miners, many of them undoc-
umented and desperate workers from
Mozambique and other Southern Afri-
can countries, were left to die in one of
the most horrific displays of state will-
ful negligence in recent history.”
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attacks, resist Moscow’s war

BY ROY LANDERSEN

Ukrainian working people are the
heart and soul of the fight to defend their
country’s sovereignty against Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s murderous
invasion. Ukrainian workers also bear
the biggest effects of the economic bur-
den of the war on production, transpor-
tation and jobs. And they face a long-
running battle with the bosses and their
government, which use the cover of
the war to press their attacks on union
rights, wages and job conditions.

Coal miners, members of the
Independent  Trade  Union  of
Mineworkers of Ukraine (NPGU)
at the government-owned Lviv Coal
State Enterprise, held a protest in Kyiv
Aug. 1-2 demanding payment of wage
arrears and unpaid sick leave. To help
fund this, they demanded the company
sell coal it has been stockpiling.

In a meeting with cabinet ministers
Aug. 5, the union made some prog-
ress. They won back pay of 20 million
Ukrainian hryvnia ($474 million) but
600 million hryvnia in owed wages still
remains to be paid. The total of wages
in arrears at mines across the country
has grown to 1,375 billion hryvnia, the
Ministry of Energy admits.

Mykhailo Volynets, president of the
NPGU and the Confederation of Free
Trade Unions of Ukraine, and a mem-
ber of parliament, joined three other
legislators to get a bill passed for a year-
long moratorium on closing bankrupt
state-owned coal and uranium mines.
Volynets criticized government minis-
ters who “cynically ignore mining prob-
lems, proposing solutions in an abstract
future — perhaps never.”

At a time when workers are sacri-
ficing both on the job and at the front
for the country’s defense, Ukrainian
bosses are pressing for radical changes
to the Labor Code that would weaken
the unions and threaten workers’ rights.

Employers would be allowed to spy on
workers, alter working hours and break
times at will, limit maternity leaves and
arbitrarily dismiss workers.

The new law, which was sprung
on the union movement New Year’s
Eve, would also waive provisions on
labor rights at companies with foreign
ownership and in the so-called gig
economy. And it would grant bosses
more leeway to lock out workers in
any dispute with the unions.

Workers defend their rights

Volynets called for “labor collec-
tives,” workers and miners to orga-
nize actions against these proposals.

The NGPU Trade Union News re-
ported Dec. 13 that the majority of leg-
islators, supposedly the “servants of the
people,” adopted a bill Nov. 21 that will
“completely deprive people with special
needs of social protection,” especially
those with disabilities, including war
veterans and retired workers.

“Many of our union members are
currently holding the front,” said Yuriy
Kryvoruchko, an official of the NGPU

NGPU

Members of Independent Trade Union of Mineworkers of Ukraine from Lviv Coal State
Enterprise protest at Ministry of Energy in Kyiv Aug. 1 demanding payment of wage arrears.

for Western Donbas. Thousands of min-
ers have volunteered for the army. Their
co-workers still on the job volunteer to
help them. They scour for spare parts
lying idle on the job and other supplies
needed by army colleagues.

Oleg Yeliseyev, a mine electrician for
20 years, is using his free time at work
to fulfill requests from mine workers at
the front. He is currently working on
making starters the army has not been

able to fix for tanks and other heavy mil-
itary equipment. He is also working on
a portable battery charger with enough
power to weld, so soldiers can perform
some minor repairs themselves.

These initiatives, along with the bat-
tles the unions are forced to wage against
boss attacks, show the challenges facing
working people trying to defend their
sovereignty under capitalist rule, as well
as their determination to prevail.

Exhibit; Bolshevik Revolution unleashed Ukraine culture

BY GREG McCARTAN

LONDON — How the 1905 and
1917 revolutions in Russia affected the
development of modern art and culture
in Ukraine was the focus of the exhibit
“In the Eye of the Storm: Modernism in
Ukraine, 1900-1930s.” On display here
last fall, it included 65 artworks, mostly
on loan from the National Art Museum
of Ukraine and the Museum of Theatre,
Music and Cinema of Ukraine in Kyiv.

The heart of the exhibit shows how
an “outpouring of cultural activities and
a flourishing of the arts” took place in
the wake of the Bolshevik’s victory in
1917. Under the leadership of V.I. Len-

Protest US gov’t restoration of Cuba
to ‘State Sponsors of Terrorism’ list

BY JANET POST

Within hours after his Jan. 20 inaugu-
ration, President Donald Trump revoked
the “Certificate of Rescission of Cuba’s
Designation as a State Sponsor of Ter-
rorism” issued by former President Jo-
seph Biden just six days earlier.

Cuba had been placed on this list by
Trump just days before the end of his
first term as president in 2021. Biden
kept this attack on Cuban people on
the books, which tightens the U.S. rul-
ers’ 60-year-plus economic war against

wo3°ssaadiapurjyind

them, until the end of his presidency.

Trump’s action was not surprising,
Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel re-
sponded. “Its objective is to keep accel-
erating the cruel economic war against
Cuba with a goal of domination.

“The result of the extreme siege
measures imposed by Trump has
been to provoke shortages among our
people,” he said. “The legitimate and
noble cause of our people will prevail,
and once again prevail.”

In December half a million Cubans
marched by the U.S. Embassy in Ha-
vana protesting Washington’s embargo
and demanding the U.S. government
remove Cuba from the “terrorism” list.

The U.S. capitalist rulers are de-
termined to destroy Cuba’s socialist
revolution ushered in by a powerful
uprising of millions that overthrew
the U.S.-backed Fulgencio Batista dic-
tatorship. Led by Fidel Castro, Cuban
working people took control of their
destiny. Far from organizing terror-
ism, Cuba offers the hand of solidarity
to toilers everywhere. It is an example
to be emulated, including in the U.S.

in, workers and peasants fought to free
themselves from centuries of oppression
under the Russian Empire of the czars.

Because of the crushing of their na-
tional rights, many of Ukraine’s art-
ists lived abroad. One of the artists
on display is Mykhailo Boichuk, who
returned to Ukraine in 1917 after the
victorious Russian Revolution freed the
country from czarist bondage.

He became a professor at the newly
established Ukrainian State Academy
of Arts. It was the first-ever art insti-
tution in modern Ukraine. Renamed
the Kyiv State Art Institute in 1924, it
became a leading art school. Boichuk
was the founder of the Association of
Revolutionary Art of Ukraine in 1925
and drew in other artists committed to
expanding Ukrainian culture and sup-
porting the Bolshevik Revolution.

The exhibit features works by Jew-
ish artists centered in Kyiv. Many of
them were part of the newly organized
Kultur Lige promoting Jewish culture.
An especially powerful work is “Jew-
ish Pogrom” by Manuil Shekhtman,
done in 1926. It reflects the history of
organized assaults and murders car-
ried out both under the czars and by
reactionary forces fighting to prevent
workers and peasants from taking
power after the 1917 revolution.

Sarah Shor, who escaped a pogrom
in northern Ukraine, joined the Kultur
Lige’s art section in 1919 in Kyiv. Her
two works, “Sunrise” and “Horse Rid-
ers,” capture “the optimism of the new
age, while reworking Jewish artistic tra-
ditions,” the exhibitors explain.

Much of the material written about
the exhibit fails to present the historical
truth about the role of the Bolshevik Par-
ty in Russia and its central leader, V.L
Lenin. The Bolsheviks led the fight for
liberation of Ukraine and other nations
oppressed by the czarist empire. Lenin
insisted the revolution had to support
national self-determination for Ukraine
and uphold cultural expression based on
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the Ukrainian language.

This explosion of Ukrainian culture
was a central target of the counterrev-
olution against Lenin’s course cham-
pioned by Joseph Stalin starting in
the mid-1920s. The Stalinist regime
carried out “purges of the Ukrainian
intelligentsia,” the exhibitors point
out, including murdering leading fig-
ures like Boichuk, who was accused
of “bourgeois nationalism.”

Stalinist counterrevolution

Manuscripts, books and artwork were
destroyed. Murals were painted over or
scraped off the walls. “Socialist Real-
ism” was imposed on artists, and the
few paintings from this era are displayed
to show the Stalinists’ corruption of art.

The independence won by Ukraine
after the implosion of the Soviet Union
in 1991 engendered an explosion of
interest in literature and art from the
1920s and early *30s. An art academy in
Kyiv was named after Boichuk in 1991.
This facility was severely damaged by
Russian bombing last March.

The works exhibited here by sur-
vivors of the Stalinist repression are
an exceptional tribute to what the
Russian Revolution opened up for the
people and artists of Ukraine.
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Why the Holocaust made the creation of Israel inevitable

Underground to Palestine by LF.
Stone. Hassell Street Press. 264 pages.
826.06. Reprinted 2021.

BY SETH GALINSKY

Leading up to and during World War
11, Adolf Hitler’s Nazis murdered 6 mil-
lion Jews. That was two out of every
three Jews in Europe, 40% of the entire
Jewish population in the world.

Underground to Palestine by LF.
Stone, tells the powerful story of how
Jews who survived the Holocaust or-
ganized themselves, and overcame the

IN REVIEW

obstacles put in their way by the capital-
ist rulers in Europe to make their way
to Palestine. Reading this book will
deepen your understanding of the con-
ditions that made the creation of Israel
as a refuge for Jews inevitable.

Journalist Stone wrote the book in
1946 after flying to Europe and meet-
ing and traveling with Jews seeking to
emigrate. He visited several of the dis-
placed persons camps where 250,000
Jewish survivors had been herded after
the war — in Germany, Austria and Ita-
ly, often on the sites of the concentration
camps where the Nazis had imprisoned
them. And he set sail with them on an
overcrowded ship to Palestine.

“Like most American Jews, 1 was
neither a Zionist nor an anti-Zionist,”
Stone writes. “My parents were born in
Russia. Had they not emigrated at the
turn of the century to America, [ might
have gone to the gas chambers in East-
ern Europe. I might have been a DP
[displaced person], ragged and home-
less like those with whom I traveled.”

Imperialist powers turned Jews away

Leading up to and during the Holo-
caust the capitalist rulers of the United
States, the UK. Canada and other
countries turned away Jews attempt-
ing to flee the Nazi terror, sending them
back to their deaths. After the war they
still kept the doors closed.

Hundreds of thousands of Jews —
concentration and death camp survi-
vors; those who managed to hide out
till the war was over; and others who
had joined the partisan bands or the
Russian army to fight the Nazis —
were left in limbo.

For most it was impossible to go
“home,” even if they wanted to. In Po-
land, more than one anti-Jewish pogrom
made that clear. In Germany, like Po-
land, Jew-hatred was still widespread.

With the capitalist governments of the
world turning their backs on Jews, many
survivors decided that to have a life of
dignity, they had no choice but to emi-
grate to Palestine, where Jews had his-
toric roots going back 3,000 years.

On the ship Stone boards to Palestine
he reports that two-thirds were men,
“for more men than women survived the
Nazi terror.” Only 196 out of the 1,000
passengers were over 30. Most had lost
their entire family in the Holocaust.
What struck him was their resilience.

He tells the story of Sarah, a woman
who survived the Bergen-Belsen con-
centration camp. As the U.S. army got
closer, the German guards — still intent
on the “Final Solution” — put the Jews
on a forced march, claiming they were
going somewhere safer. When they

Sept. 7, 1947, protest in British-run Bergen-Belsen Jewish displaced persons camp after British navy
rammed and boarded the ship Exodus, forcing Jewish passengers trying to reach Palestine back to Europe.

stopped for a rest, the guards started
shooting at them from all sides.

“I was one of the lucky few who es-
caped,” she told Stone. After the war
ended, Sarah headed back to Poland,
on foot. “There were hundreds of us on
the roads, making for home. But when
I got back to Lodz I found I had no
home. The house we lived in had been
burned to the ground,” she said. “Most
of the Poles I encountered hated the
Jews more than ever.” Sarah learned
Hebrew and tailoring — in classes or-
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ganized in the camps — so she could
start a new life in Palestine.

Stone describes life in the camps. The
Holocaust survivors planted gardens,
raised cattle and set up trade schools.
But even the best of the camps were still
surrounded by barbed wire.

Without visas or exit permits, they
had to bribe or sneak their way across
borders, sometimes beaten and driven
back as they traveled from Poland to
Czechoslovakia, from Austria to It-
aly. They found themselves blocked

by British, Italian and other
troops as they tried to make
their way to a port where
they could board a ship.

In secret, they crowded onto
ships clandestinely bought by
the Zionist movement. They
were packed like sardines.
Once at sea they tried to avoid
warships deployed by the Brit-
ish rulers, who had set up a na-
val blockade to prevent them
from getting to Palestine.

The boat Stone was on
made it through and arrived
in Haifa. Its passengers were
some of the lucky few. Other
ships, like the Exodus in 1947,
were rammed and boarded by
the British forces who then as-
saulted passengers, forcing them back
to Europe or into camps in Cyprus.

Stone pretties up Washington’s role

Stone’s book has a weakness. While
describing the role of British imperial-
ism in trying to block the Jews from
making it to Palestine, he pretties up
the role of U.S. imperialism.

He points out that conditions for the
Jewish displaced persons were freer in
the American-controlled zones than

Continued on page 9

New stage in fight to defend Israel as a refuge for Jews

Continued from front page
take place in a second stage.

The Israeli government, in turn,
will release 737 Palestinians accused
of terrorism, along with 1,167 Gaza
residents detained over the last year
who did not participate in Hamas’
Nazi-like Oct. 7, 2023, pogrom. Dur-
ing phase two Israeli troops would
pull back to a new buffer zone within
Gaza and to Rafah near Egypt.

The Israel Defense Forces announced
Jan. 21 that if “Hamas adheres to all the
details of the agreement, residents of
the Gaza Strip will be able to return”
to their homes in the north starting the
following week. Returnees will have to
pass through checkpoints to make sure
no weapons are being smuggled in.

Hamas before and after Oct. 7

“It’s worth pausing to ask: Where
were Hamas and its ‘axis of resistance’
before October 7, 2023, and where are
they today?” Israel-based Ynetnews
wrote Jan. 17. “This is the standard mea-
sure of defeat and victory.”

Hamas death squads killed 1,200
people, took 251 hostages and raped
and mutilated dozens of women Oct. 7.
Before then, “Hamas reigned unchal-
lenged over the Gaza Strip,” Ynetnews
noted, backed by Tehran.

“And today? Hamas’ military ca-
pabilities have been reduced by 80%
and its supply lines for weaponry have
dried up completely. Its political and
military leadership has been system-
atically eliminated.” Many of its tun-
nels are destroyed and some 15,000 of
its thugs have been killed.

Hezbollah, a key part of Tehran’s
“axis of resistance,” was forced to with-
draw from southern Lebanon, its lead-
ership decimated. The Israeli air force
also destroyed Tehran’s main air de-
fense systems, and the Tehran-backed
dictatorship of Syria’s Bashar al-Assad

collapsed, leading Syrians to pour into
the streets to celebrate. All this has left
Hamas more isolated than ever.

Despite the blows, Tehran and Hamas
have not backed off from their goal of
destroying Israel and eliminating the
Jews there. Hamas leader Khalil al-
Hayya told Al Jazeera Jan. 15 that the
Oct. 7 pogrom was a “security and mili-
tary miracle” and would “forever be a
source of pride.”

Both the outgoing administration of
Joseph Biden and the incoming one of
President Donald Trump pressed the
Israeli government and Hamas to agree
to the ceasefire deal. Since early in the
war, the Biden administration has been
pushing Israel to wind it down and leave
Hamas intact. Washington’s concern is
not defense of the Jews, which requires
defeating Hamas, but stability for U.S.
imperialism’s own economic and politi-
cal interests in the region.

Many Israelis across the political
spectrum are uneasy about the release
of Palestinians convicted of terrorism
and the potential withdrawal of Israeli
troops from Gaza before Hamas is to-
tally dismantled.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu says Trump assured him that if
Hamas rejects Israel’s security demands
for the next phase of the ceasefire he will
support Israel’s return to an offensive
against Hamas.

Thousands celebrated across Israel
as the first pictures of Romi Gonen,
Emily Damari and Doron Stein-
bacher, the freed hostages, arriving
in Israel were broadcast. Damari lost
two fingers after Hamas shot her in
the hand Oct. 7 as she was comfort-
ing her dying dog. She has become a
symbol of courage and resilience as
she held up her bandaged hand, flash-
ing a victory sign and a smile after
her release.

Dozens of gun wielding, masked

Hamas thugs were among a crowd
that surged forward, surrounding the
cars bringing the three women to Sa-
raya junction in Gaza City, before they
were handed over to the Red Cross
Jan. 19. The photos Hamas broadcast
were meant to give the impression it
has massive support. But Quds Feed,
a pro-Hamas internet site, posted an
aerial photo. It showed several hun-
dred people at best.

Hamas cynically handed the wom-
en “gift bags” with photos of them in
captivity, a map of Gaza and a “cer-
tificate” of release to give the false
impression the women were well-
treated. Previously released hostages
have described their mistreatment at
the hands of their captors and wide-
spread sexual abuse.

Declining support for Hamas

After narrowly winning election over
the Palestine Liberation Organization in
2006, Hamas smashed its political op-
ponents in bloody fighting. It routinely
tortures and kills them to terrorize the
people of Gaza. It’s the biggest obstacle
Palestinians face to fighting for their na-
tional rights and being able to forge ties
with workers throughout the region, in-
cluding workers in Israel.

There have been several anti-Hamas
demonstrations in Gaza over the last
year and more Gazans are willing to
speak out. “This is the result of hav-
ing bad Islamists in power for years,
like Hamas, and it has dragged us
back 200 years,” Sami, a Palestinian
from Gaza who used to work in Israel,
told Media Line in November.

The more progress Israeli forces
make in degrading Hamas’ remaining
military capabilities and structures, the
more blows will be dealt to Jew-hatred.
And more room can be carved out for
working people to forge a leadership
that can point a way forward.
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Unlike Martin Luther King, Malcolm X was a revolutionary

The anniversaries of the assassina-
tion of Malcolm X on Feb. 21, 1965,
and of Martin Luther King on April 4,
1968, will soon be commemorated. This
week’s Books of the Month selection is
from the Spanish edition of Malcolm
X, Black Liberation, and the Road to
Workers Power by Jack Barnes, na-
tional secretary of the Socialist Workers
Party. In the excerpt below, Barnes re-
futes claims of a convergence between
two very different leaders of the Black
rights movement in the U.S. It is from
the chapter “Malcolm X: Revolutionary
leader of the working class,” based on a
talk given by Barnes in March 1987. ©
Copyright © 2009 by Pathfinder Press.
Reprinted by permission.

BOOKS OF
THE MONTH

BY JACK BARNES

[I]t is simply untrue to talk about
a political convergence between
Malcolm X and Martin Luther King,
King was a courageous individual who
helped lead powerful mobilizations
for Black rights, from the time of the
Montgomery bus boycott in 1955 right
up until his assassination in 1968. ...

We’re talking about two clashing
class outlooks, two irreconcilable
political courses.

One of the pieces of “evidence” dis-
played time and again to support the
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“Malcolm-Martin” myth is a pho-
tograph of the two of them together,
smiling, after running into each other
by happenstance at the United States
Capitol building in Washington, D.C.,
in March 1964 — just two weeks after
Malcolm announced his break with the
Nation of Islam. But there was no po-
litical content whatsoever to that chance
meeting. As King himself later said in
an interview with Alex Haley, “I met
Malcolm X once in Washington, but
circumstances didn’t enable me to talk
with him for more than a minute.”” And
King went on in that same January 1965
interview to condemn what he called
Malcolm’s “fiery, demagogic oratory,’
charging that “in his litany of articulat-
ing the despair of the Negro without of-
fering any positive, creative alternative,
I feel that Malcolm has done himself
and our people a great disservice.”

That was Martin Luther King’s po-
litical assessment of the person who
was arguably America’s greatest sin-
gle mass revolutionary leader of the
middle of the twentieth century.

The actual political relations be-
tween Malcolm X and Martin Luther
King were demonstrated a few months
after their unplanned encounter,
when King traveled to St. Augustine,
Florida, in June 1964. King went there
to support activists who had been re-
peatedly beaten by the Ku Klux Klan
and arrested by cops for organizing
lunch counter sit-ins and other civil
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Library of Congress/Marion S. Trikosko
Martin Luther King, left, and Malcolm X met only once, at U.S. Capitol during Senate debate on
Civil Rights Act, March 26, 1964. The two followed “irreconcilable” class courses, Barnes says.

rights protests. The Democratic ad-
ministration of Lyndon Johnson had
contemptuously spurned King’s call
for federal troops to protect the dem-
onstrators and enforce their rights.

On behalf of the newly launched
Organization of Afro-American Unity,
Malcolm sent a telegram to King at the
time saying, “If the federal Government
will not send troops to your aid, just
say the word and we will immediately
dispatch some of our brothers there to
organize self-defense units among our
people and the Ku Klux Klan will then
receive a taste of its own medicine. The
day of turning the other cheek to those
brute beasts is over.”

King flatly rejected Malcolm’s of-
fer, calling it a “‘grave error” and “an
immoral approach.”

Nor did that political chasm nar-
row over subsequent months. In early
February 1965, Malcolm spoke to a
group of three hundred young people at
alocal church in Selma, Alabama. Since
the beginning of 1965, King’s organiza-
tion, the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC), had been leading
voting rights demonstrations in and
around Selma, in the course of which
protesters had been subjected to cop
brutality and some 3,400 had been ar-
rested. After Malcolm had addressed
a meeting of several thousand on
February 3 at nearby Tuskegee Institute
in Alabama, students there insisted that
he go with them to Selma the next day,
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and Malcolm agreed. ..

Malcolm respected and appreci-
ated anyone who devoted their life to
the fight against racism and for Black
equality. He was ready for united ac-
tion to advance common demands. But
it’s simply false that Malcolm during
his last year was converging politi-
cally with Martin Luther King — with
King’s bourgeois pacifism, his social-
democratic ideas, his commitment
to the reformability of capitalism, his
support for the imperialist Democratic
Party and various of its politicians.

When he spoke to the young people
in Selma, Malcolm again condemned
the Johnson administration for its re-
fusal to deploy federal troops to pro-
tect Blacks fighting for their rights.
Malcolm said he was “100 percent for
the effort being put forth by the Black
folks here” and believed “they have an
absolute right to use whatever means
are necessary to gain the vote.” But he
added that he didn’t believe in practic-
ing nonviolence in face of violence by
organized racist forces. He concluded:
“] pray that you will grow intellectu-
ally, so that you can understand the
problems of the world and where you
fit into, in that world picture” — once
again the internationalist starting
point, “broadening your scope.”

King, who was in jail when Malcolm
was in Selma, said, shortly after the as-
sassination: “I couldn’t block his com-
ing, but my philosophy was so antithet-
ical to the philosophy of Malcolm X —
so diametrically opposed, that I would
never have invited Malcolm X to come
to Selma when we were in the midst of
a nonviolent demonstration, and this
says nothing about the personal respect
I had for him. I disagreed with his phi-
losophy and his methods.” ...

So, no, there was not a ‘“Malcolm-
Martin” convergence during that last
year. To the contrary, the divergence
widened, as there was a clarification of
Martin Luther King’s conviction that
capitalism and its injustices could be
reformed. Meanwhile, Malcolm never
stopped advancing in his commitment to
the need for the oppressed and working
people of all skin colors, continents, and
countries to join together in revolution-
ary struggle against the capitalist world
order responsible for racism, rightist
violence, the oppression of women, eco-
nomic exploitation, and war.
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—— EDITORIAL

White House is the home of capitalist rule

The inauguration of President Donald Trump
marks a change from one of the two major parties
that serve the U.S. capitalist class to the other. It
does nothing to change the class-against-class real-
ity workers face every day.

Trump won support from workers of all nation-
alities during the election. He pledged to put an end
to soaring prices, to Democrats’ deeply hated woke
policies, to government censorship and its use of the
courts against political opponents. He said he would
prevent more devastating wars from breaking out.

Trump has begun issuing executive orders to ad-
vance his program for defending U.S. capitalist inter-
ests, claiming he’s ushering in a “golden age.” But like
every Democratic and Republican administration, he
will ensure the capitalist rulers continue to reap mas-
sive profits off the exploitation of workers’ labor. He’ll
defend the rulers in today’s trade conflicts and wars
against their rivals.

No capitalist politician can prevent struggles from
breaking out between society’s two main classes,
workers and the bosses. None can stop further eco-
nomic breakdowns, nor the continuing march of the
world imperialist system — with the U.S. rulers at its
head — toward fascism and a third world war.

Trump’s inauguration did not mark the triumph
of “fascism,” as the middle-class left forewarned.
Nor is there now an “oligarchy” that “threatens
our entire democracy,” as former President Joseph
Biden stated in his farewell.

The entirety of Biden’s four years in office was
marked by an assault on constitutional rights, which

are crucial for protecting workers from government
interference. Partisan prosecutors from the Justice
Department on down filed charges against Trump and
his supporters, seeking to drive him out of politics. In
doing so, they trampled on the right to free speech and
assembly, and more.

The Socialist Workers Party campaigned against
these blows. “Defending and extending the free-
doms protected by the U.S. Constitution is at the
center of the class struggle today,” the party said.
And that remains true.

The change from one capitalist administration to
another only underscores the fact that the central ques-
tion workers face is which class rules.

All class struggles are political struggles. To
strengthen our unions, workers need to organize
independently of the rulers and their Democratic
and Republican parties.

We need a party of labor that organizes all work-
ers, builds solidarity and acts on our shared inter-
ests with fellow workers worldwide. A party that
strengthens workers’ self-confidence and class
consciousness. A party that acts on workers’ ca-
pacities to take state power into our own hands, to
end capitalist exploitation and oppression, and to
run society in the interests of the toiling majority.
The conquest of power by workers here would open
another front in the fight for a socialist world.

The Socialist Workers Party is running candi-
dates for office across the country in 2025 to win
workers to that course. Join in campaigning for
the SWP candidates!

Workers’ housing crisis b

Continued from front page

everything else, is sharply class-divided. In search of
profits, construction bosses have churned out a glut of
“upmarket” apartments, which now have a vacancy
rate nationwide of 11.4%. In some cities with sizable
upper-middle-class populations, like Austin, Texas,
it’s at 15%.

For the wealthy and their cronies who can afford
hefty monthly rents for digs that fit their lifestyles,
landlords have been offering special deals to keep gen-
erating income on these properties, like two or three
months of free rent on a one-year lease.

But no such deals are available for the working
class. Far less housing is built for the likes of us,
and landlords take advantage of the small number
of available apartments to keep raising rents. This
is the case in New York City, where the vacancy
rate is just 2.8%. In fact, nationwide there’s a short-
age of 7.3 million “affordable” housing units avail-
able to those with low incomes, the National Low
Income Housing Coalition says.

In Los Angeles, where catastrophic fires have dis-
placed tens of thousands of people this year, corpo-
rate landlords, looking to seize on the opportunity,
are jacking up rents. Nearly 60% of those renting in
the city before the fires already paid more than 30%
of their household income on rent, cutting deep into
funds families need to cover the sky-high costs of
food, gas, medical care and child care.

Median rent in Los Angeles before the fires was
about $3,000 a month, unless you were well-heeled
enough to rent in Pacific Palisades, where median
rent was $10,000 a month.

Similarly, in Maui, Hawaii, many households who
were hit by the 2023 wildfires there ended up paying
over 50% more in rent for places with the same num-
ber or fewer bedrooms than they had before.

With home-insurance premiums soaring — up 33%
from 2020 to 2023, according to the National Bureau
of Economic Research — increasing numbers of
homeowners are being forced to give up their cover-
age. At the same time, big insurance companies like
State Farm are refusing to renew hundreds of thou-
sands of policies, particularly in areas they consider
“high risk,” like in California, the Carolinas and Flori-
da where fires and hurricanes have hit hard.

Mortgage rates rose to over 7% in January for the
first time in six months. The rates are now more than
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Striking hotel workers, Las Vegas, Jan. 6, fight for better wages
to cover the high cost of rents, groceries and other essentials.

double what they were at the beginning of 2022. This,
together with high rents, places huge obstacles in the
way of young workers hoping to get out of their par-
ents’ place to live on their own and raise a family.

The monthly mortgage payment and maintenance
cost on a starter home is $1,091 more than the cost of
renting the same property, reports John Burns Re-
search and Consulting. This forces workers who can’t
get a mortgage to keep paying high monthly rents.

Increased eviction and homelessness

The rising cost of housing has also led to increased
evictions and more workers thrown onto the street.
Over the past year landlords have filed more than
1 million eviction notices in 10 states and 36 cities,
from New York to Las Vegas. In addition, more than
200,000 rural families face eviction every year.

This has led to a huge jump in the number of or-
dinary workers and their families in the homeless
population, up 30% over the past two years. And
that’s just for those that government officials have
been able to find and count.

Families with children saw the largest increase
in homelessness. In New York City the number
of homeless students has topped 100,000 for nine
straight years.

What’s needed is a fight led by the unions for a fed-
erally funded public works program to build millions
of decent, low-rent housing units, as well as hospitals
and child care facilities, and to repair roads, bridges
and other basic infrastructure.
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Fight ‘Militant’ jail ban
Continued from front page
el. The photo accompanied an article explaining why
the fight against Jew-hatred is central to the working
class everywhere, including in the U.S.

Most major newspapers nationwide carried simi-
lar pictures in their reports on Hamas’ massacre.
And often guns or other weaponry appear in cover-
age of other conflicts around the world, including
reports of battles to defend Ukraine’s sovereignty
against Moscow’s attacks. The jail would have to
bar a large number of newspapers.

The “confiscation of an inmate’s political litera-
ture, as here, violates the First Amendment” of the
U.S. Constitution guaranteeing the right to freedom of
speech and of the press, Militant attorney David Gold-
stein wrote in his Jan. 13 appeal of the ban. “It is dis-
criminatory and arbitrary, in violation of the Militant’s
rights to Due Process and Equal Protection under the
Constitution’s 14th Amendment.”

The Militant is currently mailed to 301 inmate sub-
scribers in 29 states at 156 state, federal and municipal
prisons or jails. “None of the 155 other facilities with
subscribers to the Militant found the photo (or anything
else) in no. 42 justified rejection,” Goldstein wrote.

The Militant was not informed by the Central Mail-
room or the Maricopa County Sherift’s Office, as
prison rules require, that this issue of the paper had
been impounded. Instead, the paper first learned about
it from a letter sent to the Militant in November by
a long-term reader at that jail. He filed a grievance
requesting the ban be overturned after being denied
access to the issue. The Maricopa County Sherift’s
Office promptly rejected it. He told the Militant he has
received every issue since the ban on no. 42.

Letters are needed now urging prison authorities to
overturn the ban. They should be mailed to Ancillary
Services Division Commander, MCSO, 3250 W. Low-
er Buckeye Road, Phoenix, AZ 85009. Also email a
copy to mcesocentralmailroom@MSCO.Maricopa.
gov, with a copy to themilitant@mac.com.

Join the fight to get this impoundment overturned!

Israel’s creation inevitable

Continued from page 7

in the British-controlled ones. And it was the British
navy, not the U.S. Navy, that was preventing them
from reaching the shores of Palestine.

But that’s because Palestine was under British co-
lonial rule, and London saw Jewish immigration to
Palestine as an obstacle to its financial, oil and politi-
cal interests and to developing good relations with the
newly or soon to be independent Arab governments.

Washington had its own imperialist designs on
the Middle East, and the U.S. rulers were debating
the best course so they would prevail. Their biggest
concern was to keep Jews from heading to the U.S. in
large numbers. From 1944 to 1959 there are only two
years when more than 19,000 Jews were allowed into
the U.S. and nine years when it was less than 10,000.

Ultimately the Jewish refugees found a way and
made it to Palestine. And in May 1948 when the
new state of Israel was declared they helped de-
fend it arms in hand.

Underground to Palestine doesn’t tell the whole sto-
ry, including how the Stalinist Communist parties in
Europe betrayed revolutionary struggles that explod-
ed in the 1930s and ’40s. In Germany the Communist
Party let Hitler walk into power without a fight, saying
that after he took power they would come next. This
opened the road to the Holocaust.

That betrayal, along with the Nazi murder ma-
chine, the refusal of the imperialist powers to open
their doors to the Jews, and the refusal of millions
of Jews to accept those devastating consequences
without a fight made the creation of Israel as a ref-
uge for Jews inevitable. And today, in a world where
there are Nazi-like forces that are trying to inflict a
new Holocaust, that refuge must be defended.

But Israel’s existence is not a permanent solution.
A road forward requires building the kind of revolu-
tionary working-class parties that can put an end to
Jew-hatred forever. Read The Fight Against Jew-Ha-
tred and Pogroms in the Imperialist Epoch: Stakes for
the International Working Class by V.I. Lenin, Leon
Trotsky, Farrell Dobbs, James P. Cannon, Jack Barnes
and Dave Prince, available from Pathfinder Press.
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