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After 4 crashes,
45 dead, Spain
rail union calls
three-day strike

BY TERRY EVANS

A collision between two high-speed
passenger trains in Andalusia, in south-
ern Spain, Jan. 18 left 45 people dead
and at least 150 injured. In the week af-
ter the disaster, three other crashes took
place. The Spanish Railroad Engineers
and Trainmen’s Union (SEMAF) re-
sponded by calling a nationwide strike
Feb. 9-11 to protest the “constant dete-
rioration of the rail network.”

For months SEMAF has been de-
manding the rail bosses take steps to
repair problems on Spain’s rail trackage.

One of the trains, running between
Malaga and Madrid, derailed near
Amaduz in Cérdoba province, then hit
a train running on the adjacent track,
traveling from Madrid to Huelva. Both
trains derailed, with the second plung-
ing down an embankment.

Some passengers got free of the
wreckage, and firefighters and oth-
ers rescued those still trapped. People
came from nearby towns and helped
get the injured to the hospital, and
blankets and aid to the crash site.

The train traveling to Madrid was op-

Continued on page 9

Fight for amnesty for all
Immigrants in the US!

Protests against ICE arrests, deportations spread

Militant/Gabby Prosser

Thousands joined nationwide protests Jan. 23 to defend rights of immigrant workers against
ICE assaults. Above, union-sponsored march in Minneapolis set disciplined, peaceful example.

Unions help build Minneapolis
protests to unite working class

BY EDWIN FRUIT
MINNEAPOLIS — Across the coun-
try last week unionists, high school stu-
dents and others marched to defend the
rights of immigrants to live and work
in the U.S. From Chester, New York,
Continued on page 6

Cuba prepares to defend its revolution

BY ROGER CALERO

“This is not an act of nostalgia, it’s a
call to action,” Litza Gonzalez, national
president of the Cuban Federation of
University Students (FEU), told tens
of thousands of students, young work-
ers and soldiers as they marched from
the steps of the University of Havana
through the city’s streets Jan. 27.

The annual torchlight march honors
the life of national hero José Marti, who

as Washington threatens intervention

RicardoLépez Hevia
Thousands of students, young workers and soldiers joined torchlight march in Havana Jan.
27 in proud defiance of mounting U.S. imperialist threats against Cuba’s socialist revolution.

led the 1895 Cuban war of indepen-
dence against Spanish colonial rule.
The march is a proud demonstration of
Cuba’s heritage of revolutionary strug-
gle against imperialist domination.
This year, it was also a show of defiance
to the U.S. rulers’ stepped-up threats
against the Cuban people and their so-

cialist revolution today.
Two days later, President Donald
Continued on page 7

SWP campaigns against gov't
attacks on immigrant workers

BY BEVERLY BERNARDO
As protests against Immigration
and Customs Enforcement agents’
attacks, arrests and brutality against
immigrants, and those who come out
to support them, spread, growing
numbers of unionists and others have
looked to come to their aid.
Socialist Workers Party members are
Continued on page 4
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Malcolm X aimed to wake
people up to their ‘self-worth’
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US rulers send
armada to Iran,
demand gov’t
give up Nukes

BY SETH GALINSKY

Seeking to repeat the kind of gun-
boat diplomacy Washington used to
make substantial gains in Venezuela,
President Donald Trump has now sent
a large armada to the Middle East.
He hopes the threat of military action
will convince Tehran to end its nucle-
ar weapons program, restrict its mis-
sile cache, and end aid to its so-called
axis of resistance.

At first Trump claimed he was send-
ing the armada to support protesters
in Iran, but that was just a pretext.

Iranian President Masoud Pezesh-
kian said Tehran is willing to negoti-
ate, “provided that a suitable environ-
ment exists — one free from threats
and unreasonable expectations.” For-
eign Minister Abbas Araghchi told
CNN he was “confident that we can
achieve a deal” and “ensure that there
is no nuclear weapons.”

At the same time, Iran’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei —
the real ruling power in Iran, not the
elected parliament — warned that
any attack on Iran would spark a “re-
gional war.”

Moscow has offered to take custo-
dy of Iran’s enriched uranium, as they

Continued on page 5

As capitalist crisis deepens, Canadian
gov’t looks to break from Washington

BY STEVE PENNER

MONTREAL — Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney received a
standing ovation at the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos, Switzerland,
last month, when he said he was

US workers face
fewer jobs, high
prices and tough
times to come

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

The capitalist economic crisis con-
tinues to weigh heavily on the backs of
working people despite upbeat reports
from the White House and the business
sections of the boss press.

It is true the capitalist rulers and
their upper-middle-class hangers-on
are enriching themselves through stock
market speculation, buying and selling
luxury items and otherwise enjoying
the perks they think they’re entitled to,

Continued on page 9

speaking for the world’s “middle pow-
ers” threatened by the “great powers.”
Even though he wasn’t explicit, ev-
eryone knew he was talking about the
U.S. capitalist rulers.

“Middle powers must act together
because if we’re not at the table we’re
on the menu,” Carney said.

The deepening crisis of capitalist pro-
duction and trade is causing sharpening
conflicts among rival national ruling
classes, an escalation in arms spending,
major wars in Ukraine and the Middle

Continued on page 2
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Canada looks to break US grip

Continued from front page
East, and the drive to more wars.

The U.S. rulers are trying to bol-
ster their weakening world domina-
tion by using their unmatched mili-
tary and economic power to advance
their own interests.

Canada’s capitalist rulers are high-
ly vulnerable to this assault. Seven-
ty-six percent of Canadian exports
go to the U.S., far more than from
any other country. In addition, the
Canadian and U.S. economies are
highly integrated.

Since taking office, the Donald
Trump administration has hit Canada
with a slew of tariffs, including 50% on
steel and aluminum, 25% on autos and
35% on most goods traded outside the
United States-Mexico-Canada Agree-
ment. While at least half of Canadian
exports are sent to the U.S. tariff free
under this treaty, it is up for renego-
tiation this year. Washington has made
clear it intends to impose terms much
more favorable to U.S. bosses.

Carney says the only way forward
for the Canadian capitalists is to “di-
versify our trade partnerships.” With
this in mind he met with Chinese
President Xi Jinping last month and
announced a “new strategic partner-
ship” with China.

Carney’s plan an illusion

The idea that this will lessen the
Canadian capitalists’ dependence on
U.S. trade is an illusion. Currently,
Canada’s exports to China are less
than 4% of its total.

Ottawa has had sharp trade con-
flicts with Beijing for years. It has im-
posed a 100% tariff on Chinese elec-
tric vehicles. Following the meeting,

Ottawa agreed to reduce this tariff to
6.1%, while Beijing dropped duties on
some Canadian agricultural imports.

When Carney announced his “stra-
tegic partnership” with Beijing, Trump
revoked the invitation for Ottawa to
join his so-called Board of Peace and
threatened to impose 100% tariffs on
all Canada’s goods and services.

In face of Trump’s threats Carney
quickly reversed course, assuring
Washington he has no intention of
starting comprehensive trade negotia-
tions with China.

Moreover, Canada’s rulers are
deeply integrated into Washing-
ton’s military operations, including
in Asia. Canadian air force planes
at U.S. bases in Japan patrol skies
around North Korea as part of Wash-
ington’s enforcement of sanctions
against that country.

Canada’s capitalist rulers have
been trying to lessen their economic
dependence on the U.S. for decades,
without success. With today’s sharply
accelerating world capitalist rivalries,
it’s even harder.

Carney’s call for an alliance of the
“middle powers” against Washington
— to compensate for the shattering of
the “rules-based international order”
— is utopian. All the capitalist powers
are in fact driven to defend their own
national interests against each other.

The facade of a “rules-based world
order” is being torn apart by the con-
sequences of today’s deepening world
economic crisis.

Ottawa aims to target workers
“The only real option Canada’s cap-

italist rulers have is to try to resolve

their crisis on the backs of work-
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Fidel: Why Cuba has no need for nuclear weapons

“No one should have the
right to produce nuclear
weapons, much less the privi-
leged right demanded by the
imperialists,” Fidel Castro,
central leader of the Cuban
Revolution, said in 2005.
“One weapon we haven’t re-
nounced, the only weapon we
have, is our people.”

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Fidel Castro places memorial to thousands
killed in Hiroshima, Japan, March 3, 2003.

NEW READERS

Militntony DiFelice

Some 10,000 flight attendants, members of Canadian Union of Public Employees, above
in Toronto, struck Air Canada in August 2025, defied federal gov’t back-to-work order.

ing people,” Joe Young, Communist
League candidate in next October’s
Quebec provincial election, told the
Militant. “And to prepare for war.”

“They’ve been waging a major of-
fensive against working people and
democratic freedoms ever since they
deployed 3,000 heavily armed police
against protesting truckers in Ottawa
in 2022,” he said.

Ottawa’s attack on the right to
strike is at the center of its offensive.
In the past year and a half the fed-
eral government has tried to block
every strike under its jurisdiction —
by rail workers, WestJet pilots, port
and postal workers, and Air Canada
flight attendants.

Two unions successfully defied
government back-to-work orders,
showing that it is possible to defeat
such attacks with broad union sup-
port. Some 55,000 striking education
support workers disobeyed the Ontar-
io government in 2022 and 10,000 Air
Canada flight attendants stood up to
Ottawa’s dictates last August.

Since 2021 around 1.5 million
workers have gone on strike to fight
for better wages and working condi-
tions.

However, most union officials sup-
port the Canadian government in its
trade conflicts with Washington and
the rulers’ chauvinist anti-American
diatribes. They serve only to divide

workers in the U.S. and Canada, who
are one another’s most important po-
tential ally.

“The working class in Canada has
no interest in fighting for the victory
of Canada’s ruling families in their
conflicts with the ruling rich in the
U.S. and elsewhere,” Young said.

“Instead, working people must
break with the parties and govern-
ments of the ruling rich, join struggles
to defend our rights and our unions
and build a working-class party,” he
added. “A party whose goal is to or-
ganize millions of working people
to take political power into our own
hands and join the fight for a social-
ist world. That’s the kind of party the
Communist League is building.”

The low point
of labor resistance
is behind us

OR

JACK BARNES
MARY-ALICE WATERS
STEVE CLARK
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—ON THE PICKET LINE—

15,000 New York nurses continue
strike over staffing, health care

NEW YORK — “We’ve had lots of
support on the picket ling, in spite of
the bitter cold weather,” a nurse in the
cardiac-surgical unit told the Militant on
the picket line in front of Mount Sinai
Hospital Jan. 21. Steelworkers, electri-
cians, hospital workers at Lenox Hill
that aren’t on strike and, “of course, our
co-workers in SEIU 1199, which orga-
nizes technicians and support workers
at Mount Sinai, have joined us, she said.
She asked that her name not be used for
fear of reprisals from the company.

Some 15,000 nurses, members of the
New York State Nurses Association,
have been on strike since Jan. 12 at three
of the major hospital systems in New
York City — New York-Presbyterian,
Mount Sinai and Montefiore.

The two biggest issues are staffing
levels and medical insurance. “We
need safe staffing,” Anne Farrington,
a nurse at Montefiore for 15 years, told
News 12. “In the emergency room,
patients are packed together. We need
better care for our patients.”

The hospitals are trying to take out
all the contract language won after
a hard-fought strike three years ago
that forced the companies to maintain
agreed upon staffing quotas in each
department or face substantial fines.
“Without facing sizable penalties,
the hospital will understaff. They’re
a business and it’s all about profit to
them,” the cardiac-surgical nurse said.

Nurses on the picket line had differ-
ent reactions to news reports that Mount
Sinai and New York-Presbyterian had
agreed to maintain the nurses’ current
health plan with no cuts. Some were
relieved. Other nurses were reserving
judgment. “Until a contract is signed,
it’s just a promise,” one said.

During the strike, Montefiore Hos-
pital has cut off health coverage for the
thousands of striking nurses there.

— Sara Lobman

Strike by 31,000 Kaiser nurses in
2nd week in California, Hawaii
LOS ANGELES — The strike by
some 31,000 Kaiser nurses and other
health care workers, members of the

—25,50, AND 75 YEARS AGO

United Nurses Associations of Cali-
fornia/Union of Health Care Profes-
sionals, in California and Hawaii en-
tered its second week Feb. 2.

The central issue the union is fighting
for is enforceable rules to ensure nurse-
to-patient ratios are actually followed.

So far, the union said in a Jan. 30
press release, Kaiser has failed to
make any meaningful staffing pro-
posal. “Our nurses are being asked
to do the work of two people, some-
times without adequate CNAs [certi-
fied nurse assistants], without break
relief, without charge nurses able
to function in their actual role,” the
union said.

“I’ve worked at Kaiser 18 years. I'm
in the recovery room,” Sukarti Hill,
a nurse at the company’s west Los
Angeles hospital, told the Militant.
“There have been increases in surger-
ies, but not increased staff — an in-
crease from 35 to 50 patients a day.”

Kaiser management filed a lawsuit
against the union Jan. 21 in federal
court in the Central District of Cali-
fornia seeking to negotiate individu-
ally with each local unit, not the coali-
tion of unions they now face.

Sandra Flores, chief of staff for the
Alliance of Health Care Unions, said
the company was using this to break
down bargaining. The union’s collec-
tive bargaining agreements with Kai-
ser Permanente expired Sept. 30.

— Deborah Liatos

the burnt-out bus.

fall as low as minus 22 F.

Moscow drone strikes kill 12 Ukraine coal miners

Drone strikes by Moscow killed 12 coal miners and injured 16 more in
Ukraine’s Dnipropetrovsk region Feb. 1. In the “double tap” attack, the
Russian pilot of an Iranian-made drone targeted a bus with workers com-
ing off their shift from a mine run by DTEK, the country’s largest coal and
power company. Then, as the injured passengers evacuated the vehicle,
another drone pilot zeroed in, hitting them with his deadly load. Above,

DTEK said this was part of a broader Russian attack on its mining oper-
ations and coal trains in the area, set to deliver essential energy and heat-
ing fuel in the coldest winter in more than a decade. Overall, company
CEO Maxim Timchenko told the press, strikes by Moscow have killed at
least 19 DTEK miners and other employees, and injured 119 on the job.

At the same time, Moscow also attacked Ukraine’s rail system, hitting
both passenger and freight cars, locomotives, tracks and buildings.

These strikes follow Russian President Vladimir Putin’s campaign to tar-
get attacks on Ukraine’s power grid, leaving hundreds of thousands in the
capital, Kyiv, without heat, water and electricity, as the temperature could

Moscow hopes to break the will of Ukraine’s working people, but their
response is the opposite — determination to continue to resist.
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— ROY LANDERSEN

Deaths in US mines rise as bosses push to boost profits

BY TONY LANE

PITTSBURGH — The coal mining
bosses reported 33 miners were Killed
in industrial accidents in 2025, up 27%
from 2024, when the Mine Safety and
Health Administration reported 26
miners died on the job.

The majority of last year’s fatalities
occurred at mines producing products
other than coal, like copper, phos-
phates, sand and gravel. Coal mines
accounted for eight deaths, down
from 10 the year before.

The Militant spoke to Gary Hair-
ston, president of the National Black
Lung Association, who worked as a

coal miner for 30 years.

“The inspectors don’t get out like they
used to. It makes it hard when you don’t
have someone to protect you,” Hairston
said. More and more coal mines in the
U.S. are nonunion today, there are less
mine inspectors, and conditions have
become increasingly dangerous.

“For months, coal communities have
been raising the alarm about how cuts
to MSHA and NIOSH [National Insti-
tute for Occupational Safety and Health]
would be disastrous for our miners,”
Vonda Robinson, vice president of the
National Black Lung Association, told
The Associated Press. “We’re going to

February 12, 2001

Over the past few months Russian
president Vladimir Putin has taken
measures to increase Russia’s lever-
age over neighboring countries, par-
ticularly Georgia and Ukraine, which
were once republics of the former
Soviet Union.

Russia’s state-owned gas compa-
nies shut off natural gas supplies to
Georgia for several days in January.
Georgia is wholly dependent on Russia
for gas. Moscow is seeking to convert
Ukraine’s $2.2 billion gas debt into
shares in Ukrainian state enterpris-
es, particularly the gas pipeline sys-
tem used to transport Russian gas to
European customers.

In other developments, Russia halted
plans to remove troops from Moldova
last year, speeded up unity talks with
Belarus, and created what the Financial
Times termed a “Eurasian NATO” with
several central Asian states.

February 13, 1976

Congress began debating in late
January a proposal to reorganize the
way the U.S. dominates the island colo-
ny of Puerto Rico. For almost 500 years
the residents of Puerto Rico have not
had control over their collective destiny,
forms of economic and social organiza-
tion, or relations with other countries.

This situation has led to increasing
struggles by the labor movement. It
is in this context that the “Compact of
Permanent Union Between Puerto Rico
and the United States” is being proposed
in the U.S. Congress. The compact con-
tinues, virtually unchanged, the com-
plete U.S. domination of the island. The
urgent economic and social needs of the
Puerto Rican people are totally ignored.

Washington has no right to dictate
how much self-government Puerto
Rico should have. That is a matter for
the Puerto Rican people themselves to
discuss and decide.

THE MILITANT
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February 12, 1951

The walkout of railroad yardmen
went into its 9th day as members of the
Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen dem-
onstrated their rebellion against the two-
year stall of their completely justified
demands. Courts in Chicago are trying
to implement forced-labor injunctions.

President Truman has centered all
his fire upon the union. The answer
of the workers was typified by the re-
marks of one worker quoted in the N.Y.
World Telegram: “President Truman
put the skids under us in 1946. We
tried to strike and we were told to get
back to work or be drafted. They’re
always talking patriotism when some-
thing like this comes along.”

Truman and the rail barons are trying
to use the Korean war to jam an unfair,
dirty deal down the throats of the rail-
road workers. Unionists everywhere
should rally to the trainmen. Their fight
is every worker’s fight.

keep making progress and do whatever
it takes to protect coal miners from black
lung disease and accidents.”

Significant gains were made ear-
lier by the United Mine Workers in
mighty battles in the 1960s and ’70s.
The miners organized and transformed
the union, using it to win control over
safety in the mines, including the power
to shut down mines that workers found
to be dangerous. They also fought for
and won black lung clinics across the
coalfields. But the bosses have largely
driven the union back today, and black
lung is on the rise again.

Six of the eight coal mine deaths in
2025 were in West Virginia, most in
underground mines. Three of the West
Virginia deaths were in a six-week pe-
riod in November and December.

West Virginia News ran a story Nov.
28 titled, “Uncontrolled trains, highwalls
and rib falls: West Virginia 2025 mine
fatalities span diverse hazards.” It said,
“MSHA investigations into these fatali-
ties highlight critical lapses in manda-
tory procedures, particularly surround-
ing equipment operation, ground control
and adequate safety examinations.”

In its final report on the death of Billy
Shawn Stalker at the Black Eagle Mine
last February, MSHA found that Mar-
fork Coal Company, a subsidiary of Al-
pha Metallurgical Resources Inc., failed
to adequately support an area of the
mine to protect the miners and failed to
conduct adequate preshift examinations
of conditions, leading to Stalker’s death.

Four of these deaths took place at
mines owned by two companies: Alpha
Metallurgical Resources Inc. and Alli-
ance Resources Partners LP. They rank
among the five largest coal producers in
the Eastern United States.

All five of the mines in West Vir-
ginia where miners were Killed on the
job are nonunion.
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CL candidate Hugo Wils looks
for workers to take state power

BY PETE CLIFFORD

MANCHESTER, England — “The
Communist League explains that the
only way to prevent another world war
and the mounting devastation workers
face, is for the working class to take
political power,” Hugo Wils, the CL’s
candidate in the Gorton and Denton
constituency, told former airport work-
er Samantha Wilson as they talked on
her doorstep Jan. 31.

“We are the peace party,” he said.
Wilson signed to nominate Wils in the
parliamentary by-election Feb. 26.

Wils, 38, is a leader of the Communist
League, a shop floor worker in an aero-
space factory and a member of Unite the
Union. Two of his workmates who live
in the constituency signed up to propose
and second him. One took out a sub-
scription to the Militant.

“Our campaign is on the front lines
of today’s working-class battles that lay
the groundwork for building the party
workers need,” Wils told them.

The first day of his campaign, Wils
joined a solidarity picket line with Unite
union refuse workers in Birmingham,
who have been striking since March
2025 against a wage cut. Delegations
from the Rail, Maritime and Transport
union and the Fire Brigades Union were
among the several hundred trade union-
ists who joined the Jan. 30 action.

Danny Taylor, one of the strike lead-
ers, hailed the support the strikers re-
ceived. He told Wils that agency work-
ers — who the bosses tried to use to
break the strike — were now joining the
union’s fight despite the bullying and ha-
rassment from bosses at the Labour-run
City Council. Taylor and other strikers
welcomed Wils’ campaign.

The strike “is an important fight and
an example for all workers, in the face of
the never-ending erosion of living stan-
dards,” Wils told an interviewer from
the Politics Joe YouTube channel on the
picket line. He said workers need to or-
ganize independently of the bosses’ par-
ties, which try to lure workers into the
dead end of trying to fix capitalism.

That afternoon Wils and campaign
supporters joined some 300 Kurds in
Manchester protesting the military as-
sault by forces of Syrian President
Ahmad al-Sharaa against Kurds in
Syria. With Washington’s backing, al-
Sharaa is trying to seize an autonomous
region in northeast Syria carved out by
Kurds, denied their national rights for
decades by successive Syrian rulers.

Roddeen Osman and Mazloum Chike
told Wils that their hometown of Kobani
in northern Syria had been cut off dur-
ing the fighting and they feared for their
families who they can no longer contact.
Wils spoke at the rally

“Workers need own foreign policy’

“Your fight today is in the interests of
all working people” he said. Washington
and London “can’t be trusted. They care
more about their relation with the al-
Sharaa regime and business deals with
Arab regimes than about the Kurds.
The U.S. rulers care more about their
so-called Board of Peace than the fight
by Israel to defeat Hamas and prevent it
carrying out a new Holocaust.

“The British rulers’ foreign policy
is an extension of their course against
working people at home,” Wils said.
They defend the interests of the capital-

ist class. The CL advances the interests
of working people worldwide. Its cam-
paign calls for “US/UK hands off Cuba!
Defend Cuba’s socialist revolution!”

The by-election was called after
Labour Member of Parliament Andrew
Gwynne quit. He’d been suspended
from the Labour Party after allegedly
making a series of abusive comments
about working people, Jews and Labour
MPs Angela Rayner and Dianne Abbott.
The election is pitched by the media as
make-or-break for the increasingly un-
popular Labour government, headed by
Prime Minister Keir Starmer.

“Our campaign begins with the world
and the class questions that underlie all
politics,” Wils told campaign support-
ers as they set out to get nominations
Jan. 31, “not with the turmoil between
Labour, Conservative, Reform, Greens
and other capitalist parties.”

“One party says they are on the left
and the other on the right, but they
are part of the same team,” Diarietou
Coulbaly told this Militant reporter
on her doorstep in Gorton. She liked
the Communist League’s perspective

Hﬁg-() Wils, Communist League candidate for Parliament in Gorton and Denton constituency

interviewed by Politics Joe internet reporter at Birmingham refuse strikers picket line Jan. 30.

for working people to organize inde-
pendently of the capitalist parties. She
got a subscription to the Militant and
the book Cuba and the Independence
War in Guinea-Bissau and Cape
Verde: The Fall of the Last Colonial
Empire in Africa.

After four hours campaigning, CL
supporters got the 10 nominees needed
to put Wils on the ballot.

“Why does Hugo Wils say that

immigrant rights are a union ques-
tion?” one person asked CL member
Andrés Mendoza.

“The attacks on immigrants are an
attempt to divide working people,”
Mendoza replied. He pointed to at-
tempts by rail bosses in Manchester “to
caution immigrant workers not to join
a fight for union rights, but the union
made clear that it had these workers’
backs and the fight won out.”

SWP campaigns against gov’t attacks on immigrants

Continued from front page

finding that workers and young people
are attracted to the perspective of build-
ing a powerful mass movement backed
by the unions to fight to win amnesty for
all immigrants in the U.S. They’re eager
to discuss broader political questions ex-
ploding in the class struggle today.

After Alex Pretti, an intensive care
unit nurse and member of American
Federation of Government Employees
Local 3699 in Minneapolis, was shot
and killed ina Jan. 24 confrontation with
ICE agents, his union called for vigils to
remember him across the country. On
Jan. 28 hundreds of nurses attended a
vigil and rally at the Department of \et-
erans Affairs in Washington.

When Pretti confronted ICE agents he
had a gun in his waistband, but videos
of the confrontation showed he had been
disarmed before he was shot and killed.
Thousands of workers have turned out
for protests against his being Killed.

“This is a fledging movement. We
need experience to organize and lead it.
We need a savvy leadership,” ICU nurse
Elizabeth Deal told SWP member Sarah
Ullman at the VA action.

“Yes, we need working-class leader-
ship, with the unions taking the lead.
Disciplined protests, like this one is, so
that workers — with papers and without
— and their families can participate in
large numbers,” Ullman replied.

“In 2006 some 2 million immigrants
and other workers marched in the streets
for an amnesty,” SWP member Arlene
Rubinstein told Liz Grosh, an ICU nurse
who is fighting to win her job back after
being fired for union activity last March.

“At the hotel where | work,” Rubin-
stein said, “one of my co-workers said
she participated in those protests in
2006, marching with her parents when
she was 6. She remembers being in-
spired by the power and confidence of
being part of a mass movement. This is
possible to do again today.”

“I’ve been looking for this newspa-
per. Strengthen the unions whenever
you can,” United Food and Commercial
Workers member Yuval Lev said as he
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subscribed to the Militant at the Veter-
ans Affairs action. Many participants
said they were following and supporting
the New York nurses strike.

Mass action led by unions needed

Thousands joined protests in San
Francisco, San Jose and many smaller
cities in the Bay Area Jan. 28-30. Stu-
dents in Oakland walked out of school
to protest ICE’s assaults, swelling a Jan.
30 rally at Fruitvale Plaza in the heart of
a working-class immigrant community.

SWP member Betsey Stone reports
many protesters stopped by the litera-
ture table that party members set up.
They were interested in discussing the
SWP’s proposals on advancing the fight
to defend immigrant workers, the deep-
ening crisis of capitalism, and the threat
of more wars.

SWP campaigners found real inter-
est in the example of Cuba’s socialist
revolution, selling three copies of Cuba
and the Independence War in Guinea-
Bissau and Cape Verde: The Fall of the
Last Colonial Empire in Africa by Cu-
ban revolutionary leader Victor Dreke.

“There will be protests against ICE
violence and deportations all across the
country today,” Margaret Trowe — a
member of the UNITE HERE union,
hotel housekeeper and SWP candidate
for Congress — told co-worker Hen-
ry Bautista over coffee before work.
“There will be a big one in Minneapo-
lis like there was last Friday, and one in
Oakland at the Fruitvale BART station.”

Later in the day, Bautista told Trowe
he had taken a video of the Berkeley
protest from the hotel balcony. After
watching the video together, Trowe
thanked him, adding “Our class has the
power to win.”

“I think so too,” Bautista agreed.

In Seattle Jan. 31 more than 1,000
people came out for a peaceful rally
backed by the Service Employees In-
ternational Union, teachers federations
and others. SWP members participated
with a banner reading, “For workers’
rights to organize & unionize! Amnes-
ty for undocumented immigrants!” in

both English and Spanish.

SWP member Rebecca Williamson
spoke with Jennifer Beaton, marching
with the health care workers contin-
gent. Beaton described the life-and-
death stakes in their fight for adequate
staffing ratios.

“It will take a mass movement of tens
of millions of workers to take power to
begin to really deal with these issues,
Williamson, a rail worker, replied. Bea-
ton was one of eight rally participants to
subscribe to the Militant.

Support Kurdish self-determination

Over 100 people took part in a rally at
the Hollywood-Fort Lauderdale Interna-
tional Airport demanding the extension
of Temporary Protected Status for Hai-
tian immigrants. SWP member Rachele
Fruit met an activist in a Haitian rights
organization there.

“I just drove 15 hours to join a Kurd-
ish demonstration in Nashville,” he told
her as he bought a copy of the Militant
with an article on the fight by the Kurd-
ish people for their national rights. Nash-
ville has the largest population of Kurds
of any city in the U.S.

Several hundred people marched
in Montreal Jan. 31 in solidarity with
Kurds in Syria fighting violent govern-
ment attacks. Joe Young, Communist
League candidate in the upcoming 2026
Quebec elections, joined the action,
bringing the CLs support.

That evening three young Kurds,
Ramazan Efe Dogan, Yilmaz Aydo-
gan and Siyar Zana, joined CL member
Annette Kouri on a panel at a Militant
Labor Forum in solidarity with the
Kurdish struggle. “Kurds don’t ask for
pity. They seek the right to speak their
own language, live on their own land,”
Dogan told the meeting.

Two participants subscribed to the
Militant and one got Is Socialist Revolu-
tion in the US Possible? which describes
the victorious fight for immigrant rights
in the U.S. in 2006 and 2007.

To campaign with the SWP and Com-
munist Leagues, contact the Militant
distributor nearest you listed on page 8.



Will rulers in China replace US
Imperialism as world’s top dog?

BY ROY LANDERSEN

The U.S. imperialist rulers regard
the state-capitalist regime in Beijing
as the main threat to their ebbing
control of the “world order.” Wash-
ington is pushing back Beijing’s in-
fluence in the Western Hemisphere,
trying to isolate it elsewhere and put-
ting together new alliances to counter
the Chinese rulers’ growing military
power and global ambitions.

Beijing is looking for ways to respond
to Washington’s moves, but does so
from weakness. It has been unable to
reverse a yearslong slowdown in eco-
nomic growth, while widening class
inequality. The crisis facing working
people in China is driving them to look
for ways to change the worsening condi-
tions they face.

Chinese President Xi Jinping ad-
mitted Jan. 31 that China’s economy
is “big but not strong,” referring to the
disparity between its global clout and
its low per capita income — $13,810
a year, well below Singapore, Taiwan
and South Korea. Over two-thirds of
China’s population now live in cities,
yet the regime has failed to develop a
strong internal market.

The slump in China’s real estate mar-
ket, which was for decades a driver of
economic expansion, is into its fifth
year. Local governments, reliant on sell-
ing land to developers, are burdened
with huge debt. New home sales are at
their lowest in 15 years. At the same

time, the price of housing is plummet-
ing, forcing many home owners to cut
back on spending.

Over decades of rapid state-guided
capitalist growth, the Stalinist-molded
regime in Beijing policed the industri-
al working class, holding down wages
and enriching foreign and increasingly
Chinese bosses.

In Shenzhen Jan. 12, police encircled
workers at the Yi Li Sheng factory, who
make audio equipment, on their fourth
day on strike. Large parts of production
were shifted abroad, leaving workers
with reduced hours and take-home pay.

“Last month my wages were only
1,900 yuan [$270],” one woman told Sky
News. “It’s impossible! How can you
survive in Shenzhen on that wage! The
factory’s exploitation is unbearable.”

China has a shrinking and aging pop-
ulation with high youth unemployment.

Over 300 million migrant workers,
whose labor powered the industrial
boom in the cities over previous de-
cades, remain excluded from state ben-
efits like health care and schooling, un-
less they return home to the countryside.

On the edge of Beijing, 67-year-old
Hu Dexi and his wife work 13-hour
shifts as cleaners earning 4,000 yuan
monthly. “No one can look after us,” Hu
told Reuters. “I don’t want to be a bur-
den on my two children and our country
isn’t giving us a penny.”

Many of the 100 million workers who
migrated from rural areas to work in

US sends armada to threaten Iran

Continued from front page
did in the earlier nuclear deal negoti-
ated by the Barack Obama adminis-
tration, but which did not prevent
Tehran from making progress toward
producing a nuclear weapon.

As with his other moves in the
Middle East — like imposing a cease-
fire in Gaza without allowing Israel
to complete its defeat of Hamas and
inviting governments in the region
to be on his “Board of Peace” over
Gaza, as well as his abandonment of
the Kurds in Syria to form a bloc with
the new Ahmad al-Sharaa regime
there — Trump is looking to forge a
Pax Americana, one that will include
Tehran’s rulers. His goal is to advance
U.S. imperialism’s place as the domi-
nant Middle East power, reaping su-
perprofits from oil and other resourc-
es there and pushing back inroads
made by archrival Beijing.

With the arrival of the USS Abra-
ham Lincoln aircraft carrier, trans-
porting 5,000 troops, Washington
now has at least 12 warships in the
region. It also sent more than 36 ad-
ditional aircraft, including fighter jets.
Before their arrival, the U.S. military
already had some 40,000 troops at
eight permanent bases and 11 other
sites in the region.

Tehran had agreed that Araghchi
would meet with U.S. envoys Steve
Witkoff and Jared Kushner in Turkey
Feb. 6. The Turkish government —
encouraged by Washington — had
invited representatives of Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Egypt, Oman
and the United Arab Emirates to be
observers, as a way to press Tehran
to make concessions and avoid a war.

But on Feb. 3 Tehran insisted the

talks take place in Oman, with only
U.S. and Iranian negotiators present,
and limited to discussions on its nu-
clear weapons program.

Tensions in the region are high.
Later that day a jet from the Abraham
Lincoln shot down an Iranian drone
the Pentagon claimed had “aggres-
sively” approached the carrier.

Opponents of the Tehran regime
inside Iran have spoken out against
Washington’s war threats. The Free
Union of Iranian Workers warned that
contrary to aiding the fight against the
regime, foreign military intervention
would be an act “aimed at behead-
ing the formation of a democratic and
free Iran.”
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industries in the cities reach retirement
age in China over the next 10 years.
They face returning to their village to
live off monthly pensions of 123 yuan.
China’s working-age population has
been contracting since 2012. In June
2023, the official unemployment rate for
youth soared to 21.3% before the gov-
ernment stopped publishing the data.

Youth pay to pretend to work

Unemployed youth can pay for the
privilege of pretending to work in spe-
cial fake offices. Some are graduates
who have to “prove” they’ve got an in-
ternship before universities will forward
them their diplomas.

“What I'm selling isn’t a worksta-
tion but the dignity of not being a use-
less person,” the owner of the Pretend to
Work Company in Dongguan told the
BBC. He says his business “uses lies to
maintain respectability.”

Many young people give up looking

Pretend to Work Unlimited Company Hangzhou
With high youth unemployment in China, many students who can’t find jobs pay for the
“privilege” of pretending to work to fulfill university diploma requirements, reassure their
parents. Above, mock office with students at Pretend to Work Company in Hangzhou, China.

for a job altogether.

A popular new app in China is “Are
You Dead?” It requires people to click
a button every two days to confirm
they’re alive, or else your emergency
contact is informed. It is aimed at young
people, many of whom live alone. There
will be up to 200 million one-person
households in China by 2030, according
to Chinese state media.

Despite China’s huge population of
1.4 billion, only 7.9 million babies were
born last year, the lowest since records
began. This decline is fueled by high
living costs and an aging society, with
almost a quarter of the population now
over age 60.

China’s population is forecast to fall
to around half a billion or less by the end
of the century.

These challenges reflect the widening
contradictions of the regime in Beijing
that rules over the world’s second-larg-
est but deeply stagnant economy.

‘We won’t retreat In the face of the
massacre,’” Iranian oil workers say

BY SETH GALINSKY

The systematic massacre of 10,000 or
more protesters by Tehranw’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps, police and
paramilitary thugs cut short the wave
of demonstrations that was spreading
across Iran. But far from demoralizing
working people, the repression deepened
their anger and their resolve to overturn
the reactionary capitalist regime.

Every day new actions are being
called — from public statements to sit-
ins, rallies and marches — by unions,
students, retirees and others. They’re
demanding the release of imprisoned
protesters and political prisoners as well
as justice for those who were murdered.
Some actions are a few dozen, others,
like some campus protests, have in-
volved hundreds.

“We will not retreat in the face of
any level of killing,” the Council for
Organizing Contract Oil Workers Pro-
tests said in a Jan. 31 statement. “The
perpetrators and those who ordered the
murder of our loved ones must be tried
and punished.”

The protests began Dec. 28 among
merchants and businesses in Tehran’s
bazaar and then spread across the coun-
try, with chants “Death to the dictator,”
“Freedom, freedom, freedom,” and
“Not for Gaza, not for Lebanon, I will
die for Iran.”” Oppressed nationalities,
including Kurds, Baluchis, Azerbaijanis
and Arabs, joined in.

On Jan. 7 workers from two oil re-

fineries — key to Iran’s economy —
joined the protests, while a coalition of
Kurdish groups the following day held
a general strike.

Fearing its rule could be over-
turned, the regime even brought in
thugs from Hezbollah in Lebanon and
Tehran-backed militia groups the re-
gime has organized in Iraq and Syria,
part of its anti-lsrael “axis of resis-
tance” to aid in the slaughter.

Within days, family members began
turning funerals of those killed into ex-
pressions of opposition to the regime,
its assault on democratic rights, and
its drive to destroy Israel and expel the
Jews there.

On Jan. 31, Feb. 1 and 3 hundreds of
nursing, medical and dentistry students
held rallies and sit-ins in at least five uni-
versities in Shiraz, Tehran, Tabriz, and
Mashhad calling for a boycott of exams.
“You killed our classmates, blinded and
injured many. We will not return to nor-
mal life until this government is over-
thrown,” they said.

A few dozen retired workers in Shush
and Rasht restarted their weekly pro-
tests, which had been taking place for
over a year. Their actions on Feb. 1 de-
manded freedom for all imprisoned pro-
testers and all others arrested for oppos-
ing the regime.

On Feb. 2, police used pepper spray
and beatings to disperse a sit-in and pro-
test by municipal workers in Ilam who
haven’t been paid in three months.
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Unions help build protests
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to Pocatello, ldaho, to Ames, lowa, to
Spokane, Washington, and other places,
large and small, people gathered to pro-
test Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment’s sweeping arrests and deporta-
tions in Minnesota.

Many working people who believed
President Donald Trump when he said
immigration raids were aimed at get-
ting rid of violent criminals, the “worst
of the worst,” now see ICE targeting
their co-workers and neighbors.

In Minneapolis, substantial demon-
strations have called for the removal
of ICE and Border Patrol agents from
Minnesota. Thousands marched here
Jan. 30 after government agents shot
and killed nurse Alex Pretti, a regular
participant in confrontations with them.
The Minneapolis march was called by
groups from the University of Minne-
sota and Stand With Minnesota. Across
the country hundreds of demonstrations
were organized in solidarity that day.

Seeing the spread of protests, Trump
ordered the replacement of Border
Patrol chief Gregory Bovino, an ag-
gressive figure leading ICE’s “Opera-
tion Metro Surge,” with his boss, Tom
Homan. The two ICE agents who shot
Pretti have been relieved of duty and are
under investigation. Trump promised to
“de-escalate” the situation.

But government agents continue to
roam the streets of the Twin Cities, as an
ICE memo claims they have sweeping
powers to forcibly enter people’s homes
without needing a warrant. Co-workers
of this Militant correspondent at an in-
dustrial bakery, including workers from
Venezuela and Nicaragua, told me they
go straight home after work every day
fearing being detained if they go shop-
ping. They depend on delivery services
and neighbors to get groceries for them.

A labor-led fight for amnesty

At a Jan. 31 Militant Labor Forum,
Helen Meyers, speaking for the Social-
ist Workers Party, discussed the road
forward. “We always start with what
advances the interests of the working
class,” she said. “We oppose ICE’s Op-
eration Metro Surge, but, more impor-
tantly, we advance a strategy to defend
immigrant workers, unify the working
class and strengthen the ability of the
unions to take on the attacks of the
bosses and their government. We fight
to build a movement of millions to de-
mand amnesty for all undocumented
workers in the U.S.

“Along this road, we oppose the pro-
vocative actions of those seeking con-
frontation with armed federal agents,”
said Meyers. “They only lead to two
things — danger for all the participants
and a serious obstacle to the participa-
tion of immigrant and other workers.”

~

Court blocks gov’t move
to revoke TPS for Haitians

On Feb. 2, federal Judge Ana
Reyes blocked the Donald Trump
administration from  revoking
Temporary Protected Status from
some 350,000 Haitians in the
U.S. This means they can stay
and work here. In the last month
a number of union-backed pro-
tests have been held in defense
of Haitians in South Florida,
where over 100,000 live.

J

Meyers said that the fight for am-
nesty needs to be led by the labor
movement. “It’s a life-and-death ques-
tion for the unions. Actions like those
the unions helped organize on Dec. 20
and Jan. 23, disciplined and peaceful,
point the way forward to involving
more and more working people, with
and without papers,” she said.

Meyers pointed to the powerful ex-
ample set by immigrant workers and
their supporters in 2006 and 2007, as
they led mass actions involving mil-
lions in cities, towns and villages all
across the U.S. Their banner was, “We
are workers, not criminals.” The size
and breadth of the protests led to defeat
of the Sensenbrenner bill, a reactionary
law which would have made undocu-
mented immigrants into felons and lev-
ied penalties on anyone aiding them.

The U.S. capitalist class doesn’t want
to deport 11 million undocumented
workers, she said. They need them in
agriculture, health care, packinghous-
es, construction and more. The rul-
ers’ goal is to instill fear to keep these
workers working for lower wages, in
worse conditions. Then they use this to
drive down the wages of all workers,
and to weaken our fighting capacity.

The only realistic road forward

Meyers said the fight for amnesty is
not utopian. One amnesty was won in
1986 under the Ronald Reagan admin-
istration that led to nearly 3 million im-
migrants getting legal status.

A labor-led battle for amnesty for all
immigrant workers in the U.S. would
go much further today and greatly
strengthen the whole working class.

Meyers concluded by saying the
bosses will continue to attack the work-

Georgia high school

BY SUSAN LAMONT

ATLANTA — “My family comes
from Mexico and | can see every day
how poorly immigrant workers like
my parents are treated in this country,”
Tri-Cities High School student Santiago
Ozuna, 16, told Socialist Workers
Party members Lisa Potash and Susan
LaMont when they met Jan. 30, after a
walkout by some 70 students there.

Ozunaand other students had stopped
at the McDonald’s — which happens to
be across the street from the Socialist
Workers Party headquarters — to warm
up. Ozuna, Aziza Abdush-Shakur, 18,
and Dulce Sandoval, 15, were glad to
talk with us about their protest.

Thousands of students walked out of
some 100 high schools across Georgia
that day, WRDW-TV News reported.
Students had walked out of Tri-Cities
onJan. 27 as well, Ozuna told us. Some
of the teachers supported the students’
action, he said. A number hid the stu-
dents’ signs when they got to school
until the walkout started.

“We can see people being Killed
by ICE,” Ozuna said. “The constitu-
tional rights of many others are being
violated. My parents have been here 25
years. It’s not right that they shouldn’t
be able to become citizens.”

“My mom, who’s been here 17
years, works so hard to support me
and my two sisters,” Sandoval said.
“The higher-ups have done a good job
of dividing people, but we’re protest-
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UNITE HERE contingent at May Day 2006 Chicago rally of 400,000, part of nationwide mass
actions involving workers with and without papers that defeated anti-immigrant legislation.

ing class as long as capitalism rules.
To end this, working people need to
organize to take political power into
their own hands. And that requires a
revolutionary party — like the Socialist
Workers Party is out to build.

A lively discussion ensued. Chris
Pennock, a postal worker and member
of the National Association of Letter
Carriers, described how his union had
sponsored a protest against ICE agents
staging operations in post office park-
ing lots. He said there is a discussion go-
ing on where he works on whether the
union should take a position on social
questions, like immigration, or just deal
with workplace issues.

Meyers said one question she is asked
about is the right of Alex Pretti to le-
gally carry a gun at a protest. The SWP
supports the constitutional right to bear
arms, but that has nothing to do with
what is wise to do at a demonstration. If
you confront armed federal agents while
carrying a weapon, you put your life and

those of others around you in jeopardy.

She pointed to an example from the
1934 Minneapolis Teamster strikes. Far-
rell Dobbs, an SWP leader and one of the
union leaders in those strikes, explains
in Teamster Rebellion how after two
Teamsters had been brutally murdered
by Minneapolis cops, workers wanted to
arm themselves for picket duty.

The union decided to disarm strik-
ers before allowing them to picket. Not
doing so, he said, could have led to a
provocation where government officials
could attack the strikers, including call-
ing for federal troops to put them down.

The biggest problem in Minneapo-
lis today is the lack of a broader lead-
ership to advance these perspectives,
Meyers said. Simply calling for “ICE
out” or organizing confrontations
won’t bring immigrant workers out
of their homes or strengthen the labor
movement. This will take a more deci-
sive political fight — a popular, work-
ing-class-led fight for an amnesty:.

students walk out to defend immigrants

ing against that. The teenagers are
standing up for what’s right.”

“We can help to overcome those di-
visions by fighting for amnesty for im-
migrant workers,” Potash said. The stu-
dents said they’d never heard of the de-
mand for amnesty and were interested
in learning more about it.

“The attacks on immigrants by the
wealthy capitalist rulers and their gov-
ernment are aimed at keeping work-
ing people divided,” Potash said. “But
there’s broad support among working
people and the unions for equal rights
for immigrants and their families that a
fight for amnesty could mobilize.”

She explained that two amnesties
had been won in the past, covering
millions of immigrant workers.

The students said they had heard
about the fight of Kilmar Abrego
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Garcia, but they hadn’t heard about how
his union, SMART, has championed his
fight for asylum since day one, or that a
number of unions played a big role in
building the Jan. 23 demonstration of
thousands against the Immigration and
Customs Enforcement attacks and de-
portations in Minneapolis, making sure
it was a peaceful, disciplined action.

The students were determined to or-
ganize their protests despite threats of
punishment by the school administra-
tion. “They can’t expel us all,” Abdush-
Shakur, who is African American, said.

The students took copies of the
Militant to learn more about the fight for
immigrant rights around the country, as
well as other world developments.
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CALIFORNIA

Oakland

Speak Out: Oppose ICE Raids, Deporta-
tions! Back Amnesty for Undocumented
Workers! Unions Need to Lead Fight to
Unify Working Class. Sun. Feb. 15, 6:30
p.m. Donation: $5. 675 Hegenberger Road,
Suite 250. Tel: (510) 686-1351.

ILLINOIS

Chicago

Amnesty for Immigrants, to Unify the
Working Class! Why the Course of Lib-
erals, Left is an Obstacle. Speaker: Dean
Hazlewood, Socialist Workers Party. Sun.
Feb. 15, 5 p.m. Donation: $10. 4750 S. Pu-
laski Road. Tel: (312) 792-6160.




Cuba prepares to defend revolutlon as Washlngton threatens
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Trump signed an executive order au-
thorizing new sanctions targeting any
country that sells or provides oil to
Cuba. The measure was preceded by
Washington blocking oil supplies from
Venezuela to Cuba a couple of weeks
earlier and threats to the Cuban gov-
ernment “to make a deal, before it is
too late.”

For more than 60 years, Cuba has
been the target of a relentless eco-
nomic and political war by the U.S.
government that has no parallel. En-
forced by both Democratic and Re-
publican administrations, Washing-
ton has maintained sweeping mea-
sures that impose obstacles to Cuba’s
ability to purchase fuel, foodstuffs,
medical supplies and other essential
items from the U.S. and elsewhere.

As a direct result of these measures,
power outages are already a daily oc-
currence, with most people having
electricity for only a few hours a day.
By cutting off oil supplies, the Trump
administration hopes to bring the Cu-
ban people to their knees and force
them to submit to its dictates.

To justify these latest assaults, the
White House claims Cuba represents
an “unusual and extraordinary threat”
to U.S. national security.

“Under mendacious and empty ar-
guments” President Trump wants to
suffocate the Cuban economy, said
Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel
Jan. 30.

Cuba is “a country of peace, soli-
darity, and cooperation,” the Cuban
government said Jan. 30. “It’s also a
country of courageous fighting people.
Imperialism is mistaken to feel confi-
dent that with economic pressure and
inflicting suffering on millions of peo-
ple, it will crush our determination to
defend our national sovereignty.”

Council of State Office of Historical Affairs

Cubans have long, proud history of fighting Washington’s interventions. Above, protest
against U.S.-backed coup by Fulgencio Batista, April 6, 1952. Rail Castro is waving flag.

The march was one of several
mass actions that have taken place
across the island since Washington’s
Jan. 3 bloody assault on Venezuela
and kidnapping of President Nicolas
Maduro, a blatant violation of that
country’s sovereignty.

Half a million Cubans across the
island marched Jan. 18 to pay tribute
to the 32 Cuban combatants who died
fighting against the U.S. assault on
Venezuela. Regular army units and
popular militias carried out military
exercises in several provinces in late
January. The trade unions and mass
organizations are holding meetings to
prepare for any possible military attack
and to organize stepping up efforts to
increase production of food and other
essential items.

We “do not accept any shackles,
new or old,” FEU President Gonzélez
said. Like the generation that staged

the first torchlight march, led by Fidel
Castro from the university 73 years
ago, we “will not surrender, we will
not sell out.”

On Jan. 27, 1953, that march was
the first large street action opposing
the U.S.-backed dictatorship of Ful-
gencio Batista, which had taken power
through a military coup the year be-
fore. The Centennial Generation, as
that generation of workers and stu-
dents became known, refused to ac-
cept the tyranny and corruption that
marked Cuba at the time. Under the
leadership of Fidel Castro, the July 26
Movement and the Rebel Army, they
went on to carry out a six-year revo-
lutionary struggle that overthrew the
dictatorship, and opened the road to a
socialist revolution. Some 20,000 Cu-
bans had paid with their lives by the
time Batista and his henchmen fled the
country Jan. 1, 1959.

US rulers hate Cuba out of “fear of Latin American revolution’

As part of celebrating the 100th an-
niversary of the birth of Fidel Castro,
the central leader of Cuba’s socialist
revolution, the Militant is printing ex-
cerpts of his political writings over the
coming year. This one is from The Sec-
ond Declaration of Havana, presented
by Castro and adopted by a million-
strong General Assembly of the Cuban
People on Feb. 4, 1962. The full text
is available in The First and Second
Declarations of Havana. Copyright ©
2007 by Pathfinder Press. Reprinted
by permission.

Celebrate the 100th
anniversary of
birth of Fidel Castro

Cuba affronts the imperialists in a
special way. What is it that is hidden
behind the Yankees’ hatred of the
Cuban Revolution? What explains it
is fear. Not fear of the Cuban Revolu-
tion, but fear of the Latin American
revolution.

By crushing the Cuban Revolu-
tion they hope to dispel the fear that
torments them, the specter of revolu-
tion that threatens them. By eliminat-
ing the Cuban Revolution, they hope
to eliminate the revolutionary spirit
of the people. They imagine in their

delirium that Cuba is an exporter of
revolutions. In their sleepless mer-
chants’ and money lenders’ minds
lives the idea that revolutions can be
bought, sold, rented, loaned, exported
and imported like a piece of merchan-
dise. Ignorant of the objective laws
that govern the development of hu-
man societies, they believe that their
monopolistic, capitalistic, and semi-
feudal regimes are eternal.

Always, in each historic epoch, the
ruling classes have committed murder.
They do so invoking the “defense of
society, order, country” — their “soci-
ety” of the privileged minority against
the exploited majority; their class “or
der,” maintained by blood and fire
against the dispossessed; the “coun-
try,” whose fruits only they enjoy,
depriving the rest of the people — all
this to repress the revolutionaries who
aspire to a new society, a just order, a
country truly for all.

But the development of history,
the ascending march of humanity,
cannot and will not be halted. The
forces that impel the people, who are
the real makers of history, are de-
termined by the material conditions
of their existence and by the aspira-
tions for higher goals of well-being
and liberty that emerge when man’s
progress in the fields of science,

technology, and culture make this
possible. These forces are superior to
the will and the terror unleashed by
the ruling oligarchies.

Imperialism considered us a power-
less and submissive flock. Now it be-
gins to be terrified of that flock — a
gigantic flock of 200 million Latin
Americans in whom Yankee monopoly
capitalism today sees its gravediggers.

The U.S. rulers seek to “return to
a utopian and romanticized past that
can only exist in their imagination,
and to the power the revolution took
away from them,” read a Jan. 31 col-
umn in Girdn, the provincial newspa-
per in Matanzas.

Cuba’s socialist revolution targeted

Despite Washington’s threats, the
U.S. rulers know any attempt to carry
out a “surgical precision” military
operation in Cuba, like they did in
Venezuela Jan. 3, would not have the
same results.

“If the Americans put a single foot
on Cuban soil, it won’t be like their
cowardly ambush of our combatants
in Venezuela,” Cuban revolutionary
leader Victor Dreke told the BBC last
month. “Over here, things would be
different.” Dreke was a combatant in
the revolutionary war that overthrew
the Batista dictatorship. Since then
he has shouldered central leadership
responsibilities, including in Cuba’s
internationalist missions that provid-
ed decisive aid to national liberation
struggles in Africa.

“The U.S. is actively seeking regime
change in Cuba by the end of the year”
headlined a Jan. 22 Wall Street Journal
article. It reported that U.S. officials,
emboldened by their removal of Mad-
uro, are “searching for Cuban govern-
ment insiders who can help cut a deal”
to push out the regime.

That approach would only be one
more in a long line of attempts by the
U.S. rulers who have underestimated
the class consciousness of millions of
Cuban workers and farmers.

“We have problems, and we know
we have a lot problems,” Yadian Silva,
ataxidriver, told The Associated Press.
“But when things happen in Cuba, it’s
because people truly feel they should
happen. Not because someone from
the outside says, ‘do this.”

The Girdn column also had an answer
to U.S. officials quoted in the Journal:
“Before they celebrate or fantasize about
building casinos and McDonald’s in Ha-
vana, they should understand — that no
matter how grandiose their rhetoric may
sound to people worn down by material
deprivation, no matter how attractive
their promises for the future may seem
to many victims of hopelessness, there
is something that is much more deeply
rooted than their hollow slogans.”

" Read more on the example\
of the Cuban Revolution
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Independence War in
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Malcolm X aimed to wake people up to their own “self-worth’

To mark Black History Month, Path-
finder’s Books of the Month for Febru-
ary features Malcolm X on Afro-Amer-
ican History by the most outstanding
leader of the Black liberation struggle
in the U.S. The book contains speeches
and other selections from Malcolm ad-
dressing the proud but largely hidden
struggles and accomplishments of Af-
rican Americans. Below is an excerpt
from the 1990 preface by Steve Clark.
Copyright © 1990 by Pathfinder Press.
Reprinted by permission.

BOOKS OF
THE MONTH

BY STEVE CLARK

Malcolm X was an intransigent op-
ponent of the U.S. government and its
imperialist policies. He fought the racist
oppression of Blacks and the profit-driv-
en plunder of Africa, Asia, and Latin
America. He expressed this revolution-
ary political outlook in the opening years
of the 1960s while a major spokesperson
for the Nation of Islam. Following his
March 1964 break with the Nation, Mal-
colm’s views continued to evolve — first
in an anticapitalist, and then increasing-
ly in a prosocialist direction.

During the last year of his life, Mal-
colm organized the Muslim Mosque,
Inc. Alongside it, in June 1964, he
founded a secular political group,
the Organization of Afro-American
Unity (OAAU). He spent much of the
last year of his life in Africa and the

February
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Middle East observing, speaking, and
meeting with political leaders there.
He visited and addressed audiences in
France and Britain as well.

On January 24, 1965, Malcolm X
gave the speech on Afro-American his-
tory published here. Four weeks later he
was assassinated in New York City.

Around the time Malcolm gave this
talk, he was interviewed by a reporter
for the Village Voice, a New York week-
ly. “The greatest mistake of the move-
ment,” he said, “has been trying to or-
ganize a sleeping people around specific
goals. You have to wake the people up
first, then you’ll get action.”

“Wake them up to their exploita-
tion?” the reporter asked.

“No, to their humanity, to their
own worth, and to their heritage,” he
responded. For Malcolm, an under-
standing of the historical achieve-
ments of Black people, as well as the
origins and evolution of their oppres-
sion in recent centuries, was an es-
sential weapon in the hands of those
struggling for their liberation.

Chattel slavery’s crime, Malcolm
explains in this speech, was to dehu-
manize Blacks — stripping them of
their humanity and heritage — as it
exploited them. “We got to where we
had no language, no history, no name.
The white man named us after himself
— Jones, Smith, Johnson, Bunche, and
names like those. ... He convinced us
that our people back home were sav-
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P. H. Polk/Tuskegee University
Malcolm X spoke to thousands at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama Feb. 3, 1965. Then SNCC Black
rights fighters took the revolutionary leader to speak in Selma, where a sharp battle was raging.

ages and animals in the jungle.”

Malcolm repeatedly emphasized the
common interests of the oppressed.
“Our interests are worldwide rather
than limited just to things American,
or things New York, or things Missis-
sippi,” he explained, and “we look upon
ourselves not as a dark minority on the
white American stage, but rather ... asa
part of the dark majority who now pre-
vail on the world stage. .... When you
realize you are part of the majority, you
approach your problem as if odds are on
your side rather than odds are against
you. You approach demanding rather
than using the begging approach.”

At a time when many saw imperi-
alism as invincible, Malcolm focused
on how the growing struggle of the
exploited was changing the world.
“There is no nation today,” he said in
this speech, “that can brag about its
power being unlimited, or that it can
take unilateral action in any area of
the earth that they desire. No white na-
tion can do this. But just twenty years
ago they could do it. Twenty years ago
the United States could do it, twenty
years ago England could do it, France
could do it, even little old runt Bel-
gium could do it, and Holland could
do it. But they can’t do it now.”

Malcolm pointed to the Cuban revo-
lution, which triumphed against a U.S.-
backed tyrant, Fulgencio Batista, in
1959. “The Cuban revolution — that’s
a revolution. They overturned the sys-
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tem,” he said in November 1963.

Six months later, at a meeting spon-
sored by the Militant Labor Forum on
May 29, 1964, he explained, “When
Castro was up in the mountains of
Cuba, they told him the odds were
against him. Today he’s sitting in Ha-
vana and all the power this country
has can’t remove him.”

Malcolm’s internationalism, com-
bined with optimism in the future and
confidence in the capacities of the op-
pressed, was well founded. The pat-
tern he described has continued, with
the crushing defeat of the U.S. govern-
ment in Vietnam in 1975; the defeat of
the South African army at Cuito Cua-
navale, Angola, in early 1988 by Cuban,
Angolan, and Namibian forces; and the
unfolding democratic revolution against
the apartheid system in South Africa in
the late 1980s and as the 1990s opened.

Today tens of millions around the
world are attracted to this outstand-
ing working-class revolutionary leader
whose words speak the unvarnished
truth about their lives, history, common
struggle, and aspirations.

The January 24, 1965, speech was
planned to be the first of three Malcolm
would give at Harlem’s Audubon Ball-
room on consecutive Sundays, as part of
laying the political groundwork for the
new program the OAAU leaders were
preparing. The first talk was to focus on
Afro-American history, from the ancient
African civilizations through slavery to
the present day; the second, to discuss
current conditions; and the third, to dis-
cuss the future of the Black struggle and
present the new program.

The second of these public meetings
took place on January 31. But the third
meeting was not held on February 7
because Malcolm had accepted last-
minute invitations to speak in London
and Paris that week. It was postponed to
Monday, February 15.

Early in the morning of February 14
— a few hours after his return from
Britain — Malcolm’s home was fire-
bombed while he and his family slept.
As a result, the presentation of the
new program was postponed again
and the February 15 meeting devoted
instead to his speech on the attack and
the issues it raised.

At the next OAAU meeting on Febru-
ary 21, Malcolm was cut down by assas-
sins’ bullets as he started to speak.
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—— EDITORIAL

The SWP Is the peace party in the working class

Growing numbers of workers are looking for the
way to bring an end to today’s wars and prevent even
more deadly conflicts. Workers’ desire to live in peace
is founded on the fact the working class has no inter-
est in exploitation or oppression. In contrast, capitalist
rule is based on the dog-eat-dog competition of rival
states chasing profits at the expense of each other. This
drives their race to build larger and deadlier weaponry.

Throughout their history, the Democratic and Re-
publican parties have backed Washington’s wars, from
the First and Second World Wars, to Korea, Vietnam,
Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as their drive today to
reassert domination of the Western Hemisphere, from
Venezuela to Greenland.

The U.S. rulers are driving to rebuild their indus-
trial capacity and seize resources to feed their war ma-
chine. They know they have to expand or be crushed
by more ruthless rivals. The choice left to workers is to
overthrow their rule or face nuclear devastation.

The Socialist Workers Party is the peace party in
the working class. It’s the only party that advances a
road for the working class to take political power out
of the hands of the capitalist war makers, to make a
socialist revolution. It is deeply involved in today’s
struggles of workers and our unions, pointing a way

to unite working people of all colors and nationalities,
with or without papers, and to deepen our reliance on
each other, not the bosses and their parties. The SWP
points to the capacities of the working class to take so-
ciety’s immense productive wealth and use it to meet
the basic needs of all, to truly liberate humanity.

The U.S. rulers can only go to war if they can
convince us we have a common interest in doing
s0. They say the road to peace is through war on
“our” rivals. These claims are a fraud. Their march
to war is driven by the capitalists’ unquenchable
thirst for profit and plunder.

“Our party is unalterably opposed to all imperial-
ist wars,” SWP National Secretary James P. Cannon
told a federal court in 1941. He was among 18 leaders
of the SWP and the Teamsters union framed up and
imprisoned for organizing opposition within the labor
movement to U.S. entry into World War IL

Since its founding in 1919, the communist move-
ment in the U.S. has stood in implacable opposition to
every one of the rulers’ military operations, up to their
murderous assault on Venezuela and threats against
Cuba today. The SWP is forging a vanguard working-
class party in the U.S. that can lead tens of millions to
end the source of imperialist war. Join the SWP!

Continued from front page

while the working class continues to feel the squeeze
from high prices for groceries, rents and mortgages,
health care, electric bills, car payments and more.

At the same time, it’s become increasingly difficult
for workers to get and keep a decent-paying job, as a
growing number of bosses at some of the country’s
biggest companies are slashing workforces. U.S. boss-
es eliminated 1.2 million jobs last year, the highest an-
nual figure since 2020 during the COVID pandemic.

UPS announced Jan. 27 that it is cutting 30,000 jobs
this year, in addition to the 48,000 the company elimi-
nated in 2025. Amazon is laying off 16,000 employees,
three months after cutting 14,000 workers in the fall.
Verizon began laying off more than 13,000 workers in
November, its largest reduction ever. Dow Chemical is
cutting 4,500 jobs, after axing 2,300 workers last year.
Tyson Foods said it is closing a plant that employed
3,200 packinghouse workers in Lexington, Nebraska,
affecting nearly a third of that town’s population.

Those of us who find ourselves out of work are hav-
ing an increasingly difficult time getting another job.
Some 26% of the 7.5 million on the government’s un-
employment rolls have been looking for work for over
six months. And millions more are no longer counted,
chopped off as “discouraged,” not in the labor market.

“More than half of workers have less than three

—ewer jobs, higher prices and tough times to come

months of living expenses saved up in the case of a
layoff,” a recent USA Today survey said. “Nearly a
third only have enough to last one month.”

The bosses are reaping big profits off the backs of
working people. “The portion of the U.S.’s economic
output that workers receive through salary and wag-
es decreased to 53.8% in the third quarter of 2025,”
gloated Fortune magazine, the lowest level since the
Bureau of Labor Statistics started keeping these fig-
ures in 1947. Meanwhile, corporate earnings have
skyrocketed, hitting a record $1.87 trillion in 2024 for
Fortune 500 companies, with bloated CEO salaries.

The capitalist rulers say this reflects increased “pro-
ductivity,” with fewer workers producing more while
getting less and less of the wealth we produce. Workers
call this speedup, with a real toll on life and limb.

Health care premiums skyrocket

Particularly daunting is the cost of health insur-
ance. From the start of this year premiums rose, most
dramatically for millions who signed up for coverage
under the Affordable Care Act, known as Obamacare.

“Lenny and Mandee Wilson, who are 47 years old
and live in Charleston, W.Va., paid $255 a month last
year for a low-end ACA plan,” said the Wall Street
Journal. “Late last year they learned their bill would
be going up to $2,155 a month, a sum nearly triple their
monthly mortgage payment of about $760.”
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Hospital Services (281.4%)

So, they dropped their insurance. “If we
step off the ladder wrong and make a trip
to the ER,” Lenny Wilson said, “that would
pretty much wipe us out financially.”

Prices for both new and used cars are ris-
ing, along with interest rates on loans to pay
for them. Many workers end up owing more
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than their vehicles are worth. This spirals
into higher debt payments when they try to
trade in the old car for a newer one. A record
number of car buyers today have monthly
payments of $1,000 or more.

The price of keeping a roof over your head
is also going up, by more than one-third
since 2021, to a median home price of nearly
$400,000. Together with high mortgage
rates, many young people find themselves
unable to move out of their parents’ place in
hopes of beginning to raise a family.

But never fear, some people are find-
ing new digs. “Sales Over $10 Million are
Skyrocketing,” headlined a Jan. 29 Wall
Street Journal article. The paper runs a
column called “Mansions,” featuring huge
homes on vast estates. The number of these
homes that went for over $10 million in 2025
rose nearly 32% over the previous year.

Rall strike set in Spain

Continued from front page

erated by the Italian national rail company Iryo, the
second by the Spanish state-owned rail company Ren-
fe. The rail infrastructure in Spain is controlled and
managed by the state-owned ADIF Alta Velocidad
company.

After the crash Transport Minister Oscar Puente
dismissed the possibility it was caused by a failure
to maintain the track, claiming the high-speed line
had been “completely renovated” recently.

Days later Puente was forced to backtrack, after the
government agency charged with investigating the di-
saster issued a preliminary finding that pointed to an
over 15-inch crack in the track. Ifiaki Barron, the head
of the investigation, disputed the government’s claim
the track had undergone recent renovation. Black box-
es from both trains have yet to be examined.

Rail workers and their union are looking for ways
to take greater control over safety. SEMAF had writ-
ten to the company responsible for maintaining the
track last August, warning about severe wear and
tear across the country, including in the area where
the derailment occurred. The union also pointed to
pot holes, bumps and imbalances in overhead power
lines that were causing damage to trains.

“It’s a vicious cycle,” Diego Martin, SEMAF gen-
eral secretary, told Reuters. “If there are defects in the
track they are transmitted to the train, and defects in
the train are also transmitted to the track.”

“We cannot nor should we question our net-
work,” the transport minister told the press after
the union announced the strike. He admitted the
network is “not infallible,” but claimed, “it is a
great transport system.”

Three more accidents in the days after the deadly
collision gave the lie to that claim. A train engineer
was killed when a commuter train near Barcelona
derailed Jan. 20 after a containment wall collapsed
onto the track following heavy rainfall. The same
day, another train in Catalonia derailed because of a
rock on the line. Luckily no one died there.

Catalan drivers walk out

The following day 134 of the 140 train drivers on
the Rodalies commuter rail network in Catalonia
refused to work, regardless of assurances by ADIF
that the tracks were safe.

After six hours of talks, an agreement was reached
between the union, the Catalan government, ADIF
and Renfe for track inspections along 13 key routes.
They were carried out by train drivers, union repre-
sentatives and technicians assigned by the company.
SEMAF refused to set a time for service to resume,
saying this would occur progressively as each of the
inspections was done, along with any needed repairs.

“In these sections, every time storms occur, numer-
ous elements fall onto the tracks — walls, rocks, trees,
etc. — a circumstance that could be avoided through
adequate preventative plans,” SEMAF said.

Elsewhere in southeast Spain the arm of a crane
next to the tracks struck the windows of a passing
commuter train Jan. 22, injuring six passengers.

Spain has a bigger high-speed network than any
country other than China, with some 40 million
passengers using it in 2024. But government neg-
ligence and rail bosses’ thirst for profit have led to
increasingly treacherous conditions.

In the wake of the worldwide 2008-09 financial cri-
sis, Spanish government debt spiraled up, and succes-
sive governments moved to slash spending, including
on rail infrastructure, under pressure from the Euro-
pean Union. Investment in rail infrastructure in 2024
was less than a third of what it was in 2009. Between
2018 and 2022, the vast majority of infrastructure
spending went into new track, not into maintenance,
renewal and upgrading of existing lines.

The government’s own figures show reports of
deterioration and breaks in rail trackage rose from
440 in 2015 to 716 in 2024. Derailments corre-
spondingly increased over that same period.

All three of the country’s main union federations
are backing the Feb. 9-11 strike call.

SEMAF points out that rail workers notify au-
thorities about the need for track maintenance
they see on the job, but these reports go “without
response or action for months, and even years.”
It’s now seeking measures to force rail bosses to
respond in a timely way.
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