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by vivian sahner
“I’m very interested in what you have 

to say about Cuba,” S.D. Harris, a truck 
driver, told Samir Hazboun, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for mayor of 
Washington, D.C., and campaign sup-
porter Sarah Ullman Oct. 8. Hazboun 
was introducing the SWP campaign 
at a truck stop in Jessup, Maryland. “I 
once had a Spanish teacher who was 
anti-Castro, but then I started to read for 
myself. When I read that Fidel was tak-
ing on the plantation owners I realized 
whose side I was on,” Harris said.  

After looking over Malcolm X, Black 
Liberation, and the Road to Workers 
Power by SWP National Secretary Jack 
Barnes, Harris explained his family had 
roots in the small town of Yanceyville, 
North Carolina. He told them how State 
Sen. John Walter Stephens was killed 
by the Ku Klux Klan there in 1870 for 
encouraging newly freed slaves to vote. 

He also described how Matt Ingram, 
a Black tenant farmer, was convicted of 
“reckless eyeballing” of a white woman 
in 1951. Ingram fought the racist frame-
up all the way up to the North Carolina 
Supreme Court, and won.  

Harris got the book, a subscription to 
the Militant, and two other titles, Cuba 

by vivian sahner
NEW YORK — Babacar Dem, a yel-

low cab driver originally from Senegal, 
died during a break in his work shift in 
the bathroom of a Bronx chicken shop 
in late August. He was the fourth cab 
driver to die while on the job in the city 
over the summer.  

Dem had been going for dialysis 
treatment three times a week, but was 
behind on his medallion payments and 
pushed himself to keep driving as much 
as possible. A cab driver since 2001, he 
signed a contract with Queens Medal-
lion to pay at least $800 weekly for three 
years — almost a quarter million dollars 
— to get his own title to the cab. He still 
owed money when he died.  

“It’s a debtors’ prison,” Bhairavi De-
sai, executive director of the Taxi Work-
ers Alliance, the union that represents 
cab drivers, told Gothamist news. “Driv-
ers feel that they’re handcuffed to the 
wheel. You begin each day at a negative 
and you have to keep working, whether 
you’re sick or have an emergency.”  

Khalifa Siwa, a diabetic, was found 
dead in his cab Sept. 2 with an insulin 

Reuters/Hollie Adams

Memorial on third anniversary of Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas pogrom against Jews in Israel, held at 
Bondi Beach, Australia. December 2025 attack on Jews there killed 15, wounded 40 more.

by seth galinsky
It’s been three years since Oct. 7, 

2023, when Gaza-based Hamas thugs 
— trained, financed and armed by 
Tehran — swarmed into Israel and 
carried out the worst slaughter of Jews 
since the Nazis killed 6 million Jews 
during the Holocaust in World War II. 

On Oct. 7, some 1,200 people, most-
ly Jewish civilians, were murdered 
— including 378 at the Nova music 
festival, as well as entire families in 
their homes near the Gaza border — 
thousands wounded and more than 
250 taken hostage. The thugs raped 

by Nat London
PARIS — Demonstrations by 

striking high school students de-
manding a decent education are 
spreading across France. What began 
Sept. 18 in Creteil, then three days 
later in Saint-Denis, both heavily im-
migrant, working-class suburbs here,  
rapidly spread to over 40 cities. 

Hundreds of thousands of students, 

joined by their parents, teachers, univer-
sity students, and the labor unions, took 
to the streets Oct. 6. They’re battling the 
effects of a government austerity pro-
gram that has slashed spending on edu-
cation, leaving classrooms overcrowded 
and ill-equipped, schools deteriorating, 
and with thousands of teaching jobs 
unfilled. The protesters are demanding 

by terry evans
Years of battles to win the right of 

Blacks to vote in the Jim Crow South 
came to a head with the monthslong 
fight to march from Selma to Mont-
gomery, Alabama, in 1965. During 
that fight President Lyndon Johnson 
— a lifelong segregationist — an-
nounced he was going to introduce a 
bill in Congress to guarantee the vote 
to everyone in the country. 

The march went through Lowndes 

by róger calero
One of the central aims of the U.S. 

capitalist rulers’ escalating attacks on 
Cuba is to cripple its popular health-
care system, and they’re doing ev-

erything in their power to do so. In 
response, the Cuban government and 
people are organizing to preserve 
this gain by turning Cuba’s entire na-
tional health system into a space for 
teaching. Some 10,000 new medi-
cal students began courses Sept. 1, 
determined to continue a crowning 
achievement of the socialist revolu-
tion — every person’s right to health-
care offered with human solidarity.  

Militant/Derek Jeffers
Almost half a million students, teachers, unions demonstrated across France Oct. 6, above, in 
Paris. Popular protests have spread, targeting gov’t austerity drive wreaking havoc on schools. Inside
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– On the picket line, p. 6 –
IBEW’s 8-day strike at Duquesne 
Light in Pittsburgh makes gains

and mutilated dozens of women. 
Thousands of Jews and others 

from Israel to Los Angeles, New 
York and Washington, D.C., joined 
commemorations Oct. 7, making it 
clear that they will continue to stand 
up to the Jew-haters. This year’s 
events took on added importance in 
the face of spreading vitriol and vio-
lence against Jews, and its “normal-
ization” by governments and bour-
geois media worldwide.

Middle-class groups that support 
Hamas took to the streets the same 
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“Only the Communist 
League is placing the fight 
against Jew-hatred as a key 
issue in its campaign,” Jon-
athan Silberman, League’s 
candidate in three-week by-
election in London, said at 
candidates’ debate Sept. 24. 
“Defense of Israel as a refuge 
for Jews is crucial today.”

Communist League campaigns against Jew-hatred
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Washington does a flip-flop on 
Ukraine in grab for Russian diesel

Moscow had 50,000 casualties in September but lost ground

Militant/Julie Crawford 
CL candidate Silberman, right, campaigns at 
Oct. 4 march against Jew-hatred in London.
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by Roy Landersen
Moscow’s invasion forces in eastern 

Ukraine are losing ground and have suf-
fered a new monthly high of more than 
50,000 Russian troop casualties in Sep-
tember, with as many as 28,000 killed. 

Single-day casualties hit 2,090 on 
Sept. 28, after 1,960 Sept. 17 — among 
the highest daily losses recorded dur-
ing more than four and a half years of 

rean soldiers have been deployed to 
guard Russia’s border. 

The Kremlin’s brutal officer corps 
throws waves of untrained troops 
as cannon fodder into what is called 
the “meat grinder” at the front. Fear-
ing growing opposition inside Russia 
from former soldiers, 46 hand-picked 
“war veterans” were “successful” 
candidates in Russia’s rigged election, 
the first parliamentary vote since Pu-
tin’s invasion of Ukraine.

To try to mask rising disaffection with 
the regime and its war, Putin assured 
that Yabloko, the one party that calls for 
a ceasefire, was barred when it became 
obvious it would attract sizable support. 

Dubbed by many Russians “the spe-
cial election operation,” mimicking Pu-
tin’s euphemism for his war in Ukraine, 
Putin’s deeply unpopular United Russia 
party gained an increased parliamentary 
majority in the State Duma. 

by Roy Landersen
President Donald Trump announced 

Oct. 9 an agreement he had reached 
with Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin for Moscow to immediately supply 
2.25 million barrels of diesel to U.S. and 
global markets. Washington’s surprise 
announcement aims to bring down en-
ergy prices, which have skyrocketed 
since its war on Iran began, affecting 
costs in the U.S., from farming to truck-
ing to ordinary life. The administration 
also fears persistently high prices will 
weaken support for Republican candi-
dates in November’s midterm elections. 

As criticism of the diesel deal 
mounted, Trump announced that Mos-
cow and Kyiv had agreed to an energy 
ceasefire “effective immediately.” 

After the announcement, Moscow 
launched further airstrikes overnight, 
including attacks on Ukrainian en-
ergy facilities. “This is Putin’s an-
swer to Trump,” Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said. 

Ukraine should “get a new leader 
who can make a deal,” Trump de-
clared with imperial arrogance, in re-
sponse to Zelensky’s criticism of the 
diesel arrangement. 

Trump turned reality on its head, 
claiming that Zelensky was to blame for 
failing to end the war, despite the fact 
that there is no letup in Moscow’s bom-
bardment, with the Putin regime acting 
on its belief it can use its greater resourc-
es to grind Ukraine into submission. 

Trump also alleged Kyiv’s strikes 
on Russian oil refineries — a neces-
sary part of its war of defense — were 
to blame for soaring diesel prices in the 
U.S. In fact, the price spike is mainly 

a consequence of the choking off of 
global crude oil shipments through the 
Strait of Hormuz this year and attacks 
on refineries in the area. 

Zelensky reiterated that he was open 
to stopping airstrikes against Russian 
refineries if Moscow stops bombing 
Ukraine’s energy grid. But Kyiv has re-
jected Washington’s pressure to unilat-
erally cease its own strikes. 

Behind Trump’s attempts at a deal to 
end the Russia-Ukraine war is the U.S. 
rulers’ longstanding efforts to draw 
the Putin regime closer to Washington 
and away from Beijing, as their rivalry 
with the Chinese rulers intensifies. But 
Moscow has repeatedly rebuffed cease-
fire proposals, insisting it must conquer 
Ukraine despite being unable to do so 
over almost five years of war. 

Trump faced calls from both Repub-
licans and Democrats to reverse the die-
sel deal, which they complain undercuts 
the impact of the sanctions the U.S. and 
other imperialist powers have imposed 
against Russia. These hurt the working 
people there the hardest. 

Trump, like every president, acts 

for the imperialist interests of the U.S. 
rulers in the face of today’s deepen-
ing conflicts against their rivals over 
trade, resources and influence. Wash-
ington cares nothing about working 
people in Ukraine, nor their coura-
geous defense of the country’s nation-
al sovereignty, let alone the interests 
of workers and farmers in the U.S. 
who face increasing assaults on living 
standards, jobs and rights. 

As Trump administration officials 
pushed Kyiv to halt its strikes on Rus-
sian oil refineries and pressed European 
powers to lean on Ukraine to give in to 
U.S. demands, Washington is threat-
ening to cut off intelligence sharing 
with Ukraine. It also threatens to end 
Ukraine’s access to U.S. weapons, such 
as the Patriot missile defense system. 
Kyiv relies on both to intercept Mos-
cow’s deadly ballistic missile strikes. 

war. Since Moscow’s 2022 invasion, 
more than 400,000 Russian workers in 
uniform have been killed, a staggering 
figure the Kremlin tries to keep hidden 
from the Russian people. 

After insisting over and over prior to 
Russia’s Sept. 18-20 parliamentary elec-
tion that his regime had no intention 
of ordering a new round of conscrip-
tion, Vladimir Putin has now called for 
120,000 fresh soldiers, aiming to boost 
Russia’s army to over 1.5 million troops. 
And the regime has moved to block all 
reservists from leaving the country. The 
last mobilization four years ago trig-
gered widespread protests and tens of 
thousands emigrated. 

Moscow’s call for conscription is 
especially aimed at the oppressed na-
tionalities and migrant workers in the 
Russian Federation, at the same time 
it is looking to recruit new layers of 
foreign troops. Over 8,000 North Ko-

Ukrainian National Police

As Moscow loses ground in Ukraine, it is escalating airstrikes on workers there. Above, deadly 
glide bomb attack on bus stop in Kramatorsk Oct. 8 killed at least 30 people, injured 18 more.
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Extend reach of ‘Militant,’ books
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Country
Sub 

quota
Subs 
sold

Books 
quota

Books 
sold

Fund 
quota

Fund 
received

UNITED STATES
Atlanta 35 25 35 13 $9,500 $750
Chicago 55 15 55 20 $13,500

Cincinnati 35 9 35 11 $5,000
Dallas-Ft. Worth 60 17 60 19 $5,000
Los Angeles 65 11 65 $13,000
Miami 45 15 45 20 $5,000
Minneapolis 55 11 55 13 $7,000 $1,350

N. New Jersey 60 19 60 18 $7,500 $1,600
New York 70 21 70 30 $20,000 $3,054
Oakland 75 31 75 35 $15,000 $4,410
Philadelphia 35 1 35 6 $6,000
Pittsburgh 45 19 45 21 $7,250 $750
Seattle 50 20 50 18 $15,000 $2,480
Washington 40 10 40 12 $4,500
Other 5 192 $250
Total U.S. 725 229 725 428 $133,250 $14,644

Prisoners 54

UNITED KINGDOM
London 40 26 40 25
Manchester 35 19 35 25
Total U.K. 75 45 75 50

Canada 65 24 80 43

Australia 30 16 30 4

Total 895 368 910 525 $133,250 $14,644
SHOULD BE 1,150 329 1,150 329 $140,000 $40,000

Sept. 26 - November 17 (week two)

Campaign to expand reach of 
‘Militant,’ books, SWP fund  

and the Independence War in Guinea-
Bissau and Cape Verde: The Fall of 
the Last Colonial Empire in Africa by 
Cuban revolutionary Víctor Dreke, and 
We Are Heirs of the World’s Revolutions 
by Thomas Sankara, the central leader 
of the 1983-87 popular revolution in 
Burkina Faso.

This discussion was one of hundreds 
like it during the second week of the 
international campaign by the SWP 
and Communist Leagues in Canada, 
Australia and the U.K. seeking to win 
1,150 new readers to the Militant, sell 
an equal number of books by SWP 
and other revolutionary leaders and to 
build the parties. Winning support for 
SWP candidates, the only ones pre-
senting a working-class road forward, 
over the final three weeks of the 2026 
campaign will be a key part of the ef-
fort, along with raising $140,000 for 
the SWP Party-Building Fund. 

“That was terrible,” Noah Atchi-
son, an Amazon driver, told Sam 
Manuel, SWP candidate for U.S. Sen-
ate from Georgia, and campaign sup-
porter Marklyn Wilson, when they 
showed him the Militant article on 
the botched execution of Christa Pike 
by Tennessee prison officials. “They 
are trying to normalize the death 
penalty,” Atchison said as we spoke 
with him in Atlanta. 

“The death penalty is a weapon of ter-
ror used by the capitalist rulers against 
working people,” Manuel said. “Demo-
cratic and Republican politicians take 
advantage of cases like this to push for 
its increased use. It’s part of their drive 
to undermine democratic rights in prep-
aration for taking on growing resistance 
by working people to the deepening 
capitalist crisis.”

Atchison got a Militant subscription 
along with a copy of Malcolm X, Black 
Liberation, and the Road to Workers 
Power to learn more about the party.  

 “I’ve lived in this country for a long 
time and never had a candidate come to 

my home like you,” said Leo Tarr, a tech 
worker originally from Liberia, when 
Tony Lane, SWP candidate for governor 
of Pennsylvania knocked on his door in 
Pittsburgh Sept. 27.

After talking about Cuba’s role in 
the liberation struggles in Africa, Tarr 
looked over some of the books by San-
kara, Nelson Mandela and Amílcar Ca-
bral. “You guys know the African revo-
lutionaries!” he said.  

He bought a subscription to the Mili-
tant and copies of How Far We Slaves 
Have Come by Mandela and Fidel Cas-
tro, and Cuba and the Independence 
War in Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde.  

Interest at student protest in France
“There was a lot of interest in our 

literature,” Derek Jeffers told the Mili-
tant, describing the table he and other 
Militant supporters set up in Paris Oct. 
6 at the massive march to back stu-
dents’ demands the government pro-
vide a decent education. “For two and 
half hours, we watched a human wave 
march nonstop.” Fifteen books, mostly 
in French, were sold, as well as a sub-
scription to the Militant and three cop-
ies of the paper.  

SWP members from Oakland, 
California, joined protesters outside a 
screening of the film “NAZA” in San 
Rafael Oct. 6. The movie, filmed in Is-
rael, is part of a growing international 
propaganda campaign spreading false 
charges that Israel’s defensive war 

against Hamas is premeditated “geno-
cide” against the Palestinian people.

“We’re here to protest the content 
of this movie,” SWP member Betsey 
Stone told the San Francisco Chron-
icle. “We think it covers over the big 
danger in the Middle East and the 
seven-front war against Israel after 
Oct. 7. There’s not a real examination 
of Hamas or the role of the Iranian re-
gime in arming them,” leading to the 
deadly Oct. 7 pogrom there.  

Some readers of the Militant were 
surprised when they got a vote-seek-
ing emailed letter from President Don-

ald Trump this week telling them a 
piddling $90 would be knocked off the 
cost of their traditional Medicare cov-
erage for the one month of October. “I 
want to send it along to the SWP Par-
ty-Building Fund,” one reader wrote to 
the party. “It’s not much, but it’s such 
a repulsive step just before the Novem-
ber elections that I probably won’t be 
the only one who wants to pass it on.” 
If you get one of these bribes, put it to 
good use and do the same.  

To join SWP campaigning in your 
area, contact the nearest Militant dis-
tributors listed on page 7.

‘Workers have the capacity to change the course of history’
By Ögmundur Jónsson

LONDON — “Our campaign was 
about discussing a road forward with 
fellow workers, building support for 
union fights and presenting the commu-
nist program,” said Jonathan Silberman, 
the Communist League’s candidate in 
the Holborn and St. Pancras parliamen-
tary by-election, at a celebration of the 
CL’s campaign here Oct. 8. 

“The crisis facing work-
ing people and the imperi-
alist rulers’ march toward 
more wars cannot be funda-
mentally affected by elec-
tions,” he said. “Whatever 
the differences among 
Labour, Conservative and 
Green, they are all loyal to 
the capitalist system, the 
source of this crisis.” 

CL campaigners 
knocked on doors in the 
working-class Somers 
Town estate in the con-
stituency and beyond. 
Silberman said, “We joined 
a union-organized protest 
in Liverpool against at-
tacks on immigrant rights; 
protests by rail workers 
against driver-only opera-
tions that undermine jobs 
and safety; a picket line 
by cleaning and catering 
workers at a school in east 
London fighting against 
a wage cut and for union 
recognition; and actions 
against Jew-hatred.

“Rising Jew-hatred is a 
key question in U.K. and 
world politics today,” he 
said. “A massacre of Jews 
was prevented last week 
by the crew and passen-
gers on a plane heading to 

Israel during an attempted hijacking. 
Antisemitism is growing on the left of 
bourgeois politics, in the Green and 
Labour parties and to a lesser extent 
on the right.” 

Silberman pointed to the Labour 
government’s sanctions on Israel, and 
“the motion passed at the recent Green 
Party conference labeling Zionism 
as ‘racism’ and calling for an end to 
Israel’s existence.” The Greens reject-
ed a motion that would have prevented 
Jewish party members from being 
punished “based on their affiliation 
with Jewish community institutions.”  

“There is nothing new in the anti-
Israel course of the Andrew Burnham 
government. It’s consistent with the 
British rulers’ course for over a centu-
ry,” Silberman said. The CL produced 
a pamphlet containing his talk at the 
Contemporary Antisemitism confer-
ence in Haifa, Israel, “UK Policy in the 
Middle East: Defend British Interests, 
Not the Jews.”

Silberman described a trade union-
sponsored discussion he participated 
in on the lessons of the 1936 working-
class mobilization against an antisemitic 
march by fascists at Cable Street in 
London’s East End. “All the speakers as-
sumed a framework of ‘fighting against 
the right,’ claiming Reform Party leader 
Nigel Farage is a ‘fascist.’”

“In 1936, a massive strike wave in 
France took place, showing the po-
tential of the working class to take 
power,” Silberman said. But Stalinists 
and social democrats refused to or-
ganize workers to fight for their own 
interests, instead pointing them to a 
popular front with bourgeois parties. 
“The threat of fascism was real. But 
the choice was not between democratic 
capitalism or fascism, but between fas-
cist counterrevolution or the seizure of 
power by the working class.

“The rulers will only start backing 
fascist movements when their rule is 
threatened by the working class. Today 
the challenge facing our class is recog-
nizing our own capacities to change the 
course of history.”

This is why defense of the Cuban 
Revolution is key, Silberman said. “It 
showed that working people can take 
political power and transform social re-
lations. In the face of Washington’s drive 
to overthrow the revolution — in which 
London is complicit — working people 
in Cuba and their government are mobi-
lizing to hold onto political power. 

“The CL is in the same trench as the 
Cuban workers,” he said. It organizes 
speakouts against Washington’s at-
tacks and gets out the truth about Cuba, 
promoting books like Cuba and the 
Independence War in Guinea-Bissau 
and Cape Verde: The Fall of the Last 
Colonial Empire in Africa by Cuban 
revolutionary leader Víctor Dreke.

Militant/Lisa Potash

Sam Manuel, center, SWP candidate for U.S. Senate, and campaign supporter Marklyn Wilson
talk with Amazon driver Noah Atchison in Atlanta Oct. 9. Atchison got Militant subscription 
and Malcolm X, Black Liberation, and the Road to Workers Power by SWP leader Jack Barnes.

Revolutionary Continuity
The Early Years 1848-1917

by Farrell Dobbs

How successive 
generations of 
fighters joined 
in the struggles 
that shaped 
the U.S. labor 
movement, 
seeking to build 
a class-conscious 
revolutionary 
leadership 
capable of 
advancing the 
interests of 
workers and 
small farmers and linking up with 
fellow toilers worldwide.  
1st of 2 vols. $17

pathfinderpress.com
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After botched execution, Christa 
Pike wakes up shackled to a bed
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Continued from front page
these conditions be reversed, including 
a fairer system for deciding university 
placement. 

Students’ concerns about their future, 
with youth unemployment at 20%, have 
converged with wider unrest among 
working people who face the conse-
quences of today’s deepening capitalist 
crisis. The French government of Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron is striving to 
advance the capitalist rulers’ interests 
in the face of sharpening competition 
from their rivals, and deepening politi-
cal polarization. Wealthy bondholders 
are demanding government budget cuts 
to ensure loans they’ve made to cover 
the country’s enormous debt are repaid. 

As the actions escalated, students 
barricaded hundreds of schools. An-
ger grew as the government sent 
baton-wielding riot cops charging 
— using tear gas and water cannon 
— against protesters. Media cover-
age focused on a small minority in 
the crowd who set trash bins on fire or 
threw objects at the cops. 

Kaspar, a 15-year-old student here, 
told the BBC the fear he felt when riot 
police charged as he and his friends 
protested peacefully. He said they were 
targeted after some strangers showed 
up “just to shoot fireworks at police 
officers” and then run away. “This is 
not the message we want to send to the 
world,” he said. 

So far, some 7,000 protesters have 
been arrested and hundreds injured, 
many seriously. One 15-year-old lost 
an eye, shot in the face point blank 
by cops using rubber bullets. Another 
teenager lost a hand from a stun gre-
nade and a third had their jaw shat-
tered by a tear gas canister.

Under pressure of working-class out-
rage, the cops have paused the use of 
the stun grenades for now. “They have 
armies, they have the police, they have 
the powers,” Massicella, 18, told the 
BBC as she marched through Lille. “But 
we have the mass population.” 

Popular chants on the demonstrations 
include, “Justice nowhere, police every-
where!” and “Macron, resign!” 

In Saint-Denis, Zohra, 16, told the 
Financial Times Oct. 9 that her school 
is full of rats and cockroaches, and that 
conditions in classrooms during the 
summer heat wave with no air condi-

tioning were so punishing that some 
students fainted. “In winter, we freeze, 
and in summer we boil.” 

Andreane Pierzo, 20, studying to be-
come a doctor, told the Oct. 8 New York 
Times that government “budgetary cuts 
affect every public service, except for 
the police and army.” 

Unions back students
The major trade unions joined the 

students Oct. 6. In Paris, students ap-
plauded as members of the CGT, one 
of the largest union federations in 
France, formed a defense guard around 
the student contingents to protect them 
from further cop attacks. The police 
said 256,000 demonstrated throughout 
France that day, while march organiz-
ers and union leaders claimed it was 
almost half a million. 

Mickael Sauvage, an aerospace 
worker, joined the demonstration in 
response to the call of his union. Fol-
lowing a police attack on the students, 
a New York Times reporter found him 
in the space between the police and 
demonstrators trying to prevent a sec-
ond attack. 

“Young people are worried about 
their future,” he said. “The trap is that 
the government is pushing them to 
violence, so that public opinion will 
turn against them and their demands 
won’t be heard.” 

A government meeting to try to de-
fuse the student protests refused to ex-

tend the education budget, but did take 
some measures to reduce diesel prices. 
Officials were worried that more work-
ers, farmers and others would join the 
student actions. 

On Oct. 6 Finance Minister Roland 
Lescure declared that Macron’s minor-
ity government could circumvent par-
liamentary approval by using executive 
orders to enact its 43 billion euro ($48 
billion) austerity budget cuts. 

Signs of deeper capitalist crisis
“This goes beyond having decent toi-

lets in schools,” high school student Al-
cidor told the BBC in Paris. “It’s strong 
anger from the youth in France that 
doesn’t feel represented, that feel aban-
doned, that feel unheard and are scared 
of what’s coming in the future.” 

As the demonstrations expanded, 
drawing working-class support, differ-
ent political forces moved to make gains 
from relating to them. Jean-Luc Me-
lenchon, leader of the left-wing France 
Unbowed party, joined the protests. Ma-
rine Le Pen, leader of the right-wing Na-
tional Rally party, criticized Macron for 
failing to prevent “the noose of interest 
payments from strangling France.” 

The French state debt is at $4 tril-
lion, almost 120% the size of the gross 
domestic product, which is the second-
largest in Europe after Germany. Along-
side brewing crises in Greece and Italy, 
the rulers across Europe fear a fresh fi-
nancial crisis in the eurozone. 

AP Photo/George Walker IV

Ambulance outside Tennessee death row forced to wait half hour to take Christa Pike to 
hospital after botched execution Sept. 30. Prison officials claimed they hadn’t called for one.

by janet post
Christa Pike is back on death row in 

Tennessee after two torturous botched 
execution attempts Sept. 30 left her 
unconscious, but alive. Despite execu-
tioners stabbing at her body, attempt-
ing to inject two vials of the lethal drug 
pentobarbital in her arms for over an 
hour, she survived. 

After a delay, Pike was taken to the 
hospital. Even though she was uncon-
scious, she was shackled to her gur-
ney. Her lawyers were barred from 
seeing her. At one point medical per-
sonnel believed she wouldn’t survive 
and began making plans to remove 
her from life support.

But she woke up. She looked around 
at a room she’d never seen before, didn’t 
see anyone she’d ever seen before, and 
saw her shackles. “Where am I?” were 
her first words since the botched execu-
tion attempt. “Who are you?” 

While she had little use of her 
burned and blistered arms, Pike began 
walking with some assistance and ate a 
bit. One arm has a blood clot. She also 
had gotten pneumonia.

She has now been released from 
the hospital and returned to the badly 
misnamed Debra K. Johnson Reha-
bilitation Center, where she has served 
time for 30 years in relative isolation as 
the only woman on Tennessee’s death 
row. Tennessee Gov. William Lee has 
paused all further executions while 
this disaster is examined. It’s unknown 
what Pike’s prognosis is. 

On Oct. 13 the Washington Post re-
ported that when the execution failed, 
medical dispatchers were called to 
send an ambulance to the prison. 

“There’s someone at the gate tell-
ing them to come in, that they need 
the ambulance, and this is an actual 
thing that is happening,” ambulance 
dispatch told a prison official. But dis-
patch was told, “There is no medical 
assistance needed at Riverbend pris-
on,” where the execution attempt was 
being carried out.

It took a half hour before the ambu-
lances were admitted to prison grounds 
and picked up Pike. 

Trauma of failed execution
Her lawyers said in a statement that 

she continues to struggle with con-
centration and memory. “Christa is 
dealing with the profound psychologi-
cal trauma of having survived a failed 
execution, including the terror, pain 
and uncertainty of believing she was 
about to die.” 

They say Gov. Lee should commute 
her sentence to life behind bars.

Pike was the first woman the state 
had attempted to execute in more than 
200 years. She was also the first per-
son to ever survive after being injected 
with lethal pentobarbital. 

On May 21 Tennessee had attempt-
ed to execute Tony Carruthers. That at-
tempt was botched by the doctor used 
by the state in its executions, Dr. Mark 
Fowler. His name is public through a 
slip by a prison official that revealed 
it. He’s the same doctor who botched 
Pike’s execution. 

Lee has paused further executions 
for now, but he has never granted clem-
ency to any death row inmate. After 
Carruther’s execution was botched, 
Lee gave him a one-year reprieve. 

In Huntsville, Texas, Oct. 7 Jamaal 
Howard, 46, became the first person 
executed in the U.S. since the failed at-
tempt to kill Pike. He was given an in-
jection of pentobarbital after requests 
by his lawyers for a stay were denied 
by the U.S. Supreme Court and the 
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals. 

On Oct. 13 Florida prison authori-
ties executed James Robertson, 63, by 
a three-drug protocol at Florida State 
Prison in Raiford. Robertson is the 
17th inmate executed in Florida this 
year. There have been 31 executions in 
the U.S. so far in 2026, with another 
eight death row prisoners set to be 
killed before the end of the year. 

Another Florida prisoner, William 
Lee Thompson, 74, was set to be killed 
by lethal injection on the same day as 
Robertson, but Gov. Ron DeSantis 
withdrew the death warrant after three 

psychiatrists he had appointed evaluat-
ed Thompson, who has dementia. In an 
earlier health assessment, his lawyers 
said he was “confused,” “disoriented,” 
and thought “Bush” was the president. 

Since 2021 under Florida law, the 
state may not execute anyone who is 
intellectually disabled. This is the first 
time DeSantis has withdrawn a death 
warrant since taking office. 

Iran rulers step up executions as 
opposition to death penalty grows
by seth galinsky

From October last year to this Oc-
tober “at least 2,230 people have been 
executed in Iran, including 54 women, 
47 political prisoners and four chil-
dren,” the No to Executions Tuesday 
campaign reported Oct. 13. Organized 
by prisoners, the campaign’s weekly 
hunger strike has taken place for 142 
weeks, expanding to 66 prisons. 

“No human being should become 
a victim of the gallows,” the group 
states. Their goal is “for a free Iran, far 
removed from torture and executions.” 

The reactionary capitalist regime 
in Iran has increased the pace of ex-

ecutions, fearful of the deepening 
hatred for its rule in the wake of the 
torture and slaughter of thousands 
of protesters in January. The regime 
has stepped up arrests of teachers and 
other union activists, and sentenced 
to being whipped some who publicly 
oppose its repression. 

The Human Rights News Agency 
reports that more than 10 oil workers 
from Petropars, in the mostly Arab 
province of Khuzestan, received 74 
lashes with a whip for protesting 
their firings after their employment 
contracts lapsed. 
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Cuba trains 10,000 new doctors
Continued from front page

Unable to open classrooms under 
normal conditions due to prolonged 
blackouts and lack of public trans-
portation — a result of Washington’s 
brutal oil blockade of Cuba — “the 
university will go beyond its walls” 
to train future health workers, Tania 
Ponce, head of the teaching depart-
ment at the Enrique Barnet University 
Polyclinic, said in Santa Isabel de las 
Lajas, Cienfuegos province, Sept. 28.  

Instead of traveling to one of the 33 
medical schools and faculties located 
in provincial capitals, students will at-
tend intensive seminars once a week 
near where they live, and learn directly 
from doctors and instructors in hospi-
tals and clinics in the same area.  

First-year students will learn in the 
450 neighborhood polyclinics that dot 
the country. Those in the final stage of 
their studies, in addition to their hospital 
residency, will also provide care in area 
senior centers and maternity homes.  

“Today we become part of a com-
mon project to train upright profes-
sionals capable of upholding the most 
wonderful health system our people 
have known,” said Daniel Alejandro, 
president of the Federation of Uni-
versity Students (FEU) at the Medi-
cal Science University of Havana, at 
a public event launching the initiative.  

José Ángel Portal Miranda, Cuba’s 
minister of health, gave special recog-
nition to a group of 34 medical and 
nursing students who had volunteered 
at the Pediatric Teaching Hospital in 
Centro Habana during their vacation.  

“The experience is quite intense 
because of the difficulties our coun-
try is confronting with shortages of 
medicines and other necessities,” said 
Haila Izaqui Marroquí, a fourth-year 
medical student. 

Impact of U.S. blockade
The oil blockade and sanctions sys-

tematically imposed by the Donald 
Trump administration over the last 
year have sharply increased the hu-
man cost the Cuban people are paying 
for the U.S. rulers decades-old moves 
to overthrow the Cuban Revolution.  

In January, the Trump administra-
tion threatened tariffs against any 
country that supplies oil to Cuba. With 
the exception of one Russian oil tanker 
Washington permitted to reach Cuba 
in March, there have been no fuel de-

liveries to the Cuban government.
 Every medical service — from 

surgeries to blood bank supplies, am-
bulance access, child vaccinations, 
cancer treatment and even having a 
skilled attendant present for child-
birth — is affected by Washington’s 
brutal measures. 

Cuba’s historic infant mortality 
rate of 4.8 per 1,000 live births — 
levels that match those of developed 
countries — has now doubled. “This 
means the deaths of children that 
could have been avoided, and that we 
know how to avoid,” said Cuban Pres-
ident Miguel Díaz-Canel in August. 

Challenges faced by Cuban medical 
professionals include an acute short-
age of medications, caused by Cuba’s 
inability to purchase raw materials 
for its pharmaceutical industry. State-
run pharmacies where medications 
are sold at subsidized prices have not 
been able to stock medications for 
some time. Cubans have been forced 
to turn to medicines imported and 
sold by private individuals at exorbi-
tant prices via internet apps, with no 
government oversight. 

After widespread discussion in 
Cuba, the government recently ad-
opted a series of measures aiming 
to mitigate the blockade’s impact on 
the population. Among them, private 
pharmacies are now authorized with 
some regulations. 

Amid the collapse of domestic pro-
duction of medicines, donations by 
international solidarity groups have 
become a lifeline for hospitals and 
patients. Some of these medications 
are distributed by community youth 
networks led by the Union of Young 
Communists (UJC) and university 
and high school student federations. 
They organize to visit elderly resi-
dents living alone, pregnant women 
and families with special needs, to 

help them with the many challenges 
they confront. 

Healthcare born with the revolution
Cuba’s medical system, at no cost to 

individuals and their families, is a con-
quest of its socialist revolution. Health-
care is not a commodity bought and 
sold for profit. It is a right whose goal is 
to save lives, and medical students are 
taught those values. 

Immediately after the Jan. 1, 1959, 
overthrow of the U.S.-backed dictator-
ship of Fulgencio Batista, led by Fidel 
Castro and the July 26 Movement, half 
of the 6,000 doctors practicing in Cuba 
left the country, lured by tempting job 
offers by the U.S. government. This was 
just one of the moves by the U.S. rulers 
designed to cause pain and suffering to 
the Cuban people. 

The Cuban leadership, however, 
pressed forward to fulfill the right of ev-
ery person to healthcare, a right the Cu-
ban people have long fought to extend to 
sister peoples in other countries. 

In 1965, Cuba graduated 400 doctors 
and 26 dentists, the first generation of 
health professionals trained under the 
new government. Imbued with revolu-
tionary spirit, the students decided to 
hold their graduation ceremony on the 
summit of Pico Turquino, the highest 
mountain in Cuba. This is in the heart of 
the Sierra Maestra, the stronghold of the 
revolutionary struggle against Batista. 

Castro, who backed the students’ 
proposal, did the five-day march to the 
Turquino top with them, accompanied 
by peasants from the area who helped 
the new doctors and dentists make the 
climb. Castro liked it because he be-
lieved “climbing mountains forges men 
and women,” Oscar Díaz Díaz, one of 
the graduates, said in a 2025 interview. 

The group was “the first to give up 
the private practice of the profession that 
existed before the revolution,” said Díaz. 
“We went up the Turquino convinced 
we would reach the top, and looking for-
ward to making these conquests widely 
available inside and outside of Cuba.” 

Books on Cuba, Africa in demand at Toronto book fair
BY KATY LEROUGETEL

TORONTO — Eleven Pathfinder 
volunteers from Canada and the U.S. 
staffed a lively stand at Toronto’s an-
nual open air Word On The Street 
fair Sept. 26-27, billed as Canada’s 
largest no-door-charge book and 
magazine festival. 

“Our top seller was Pathfinder’s 
Cuba and the Independence 
War in Guinea-Bissau and 
Cape Verde: The Fall of 
the Last Colonial Empire 
in Africa by Cuban leader 
Víctor Dreke,” said or-
ganizer Philippe Tessier. 
“Twenty-one copies were 
sold in English and French. 
Titles on the fight for wom-
en’s emancipation followed 
closely. We sold 216 books 
in all, including 11 copies 
of the Marxist magazine 
New International and 29 
subscriptions to the Militant 
newspaper. 

“Our stand was the last to 
close down on Sunday be-
cause people kept coming by 
to discuss politics. We sold 
10 copies of The Communist 
Manifesto, and everything 
from In Defense of Marxism 
to The Truth About Yugoslavia 
and Samizdat: Voices of the 

Soviet Opposition.” 
Nitsimrit Kaur browsed the booth 

after picking up Che Guevara Talks 
to Young People. Commenting on 
Washington’s ever-tightening block-
ade of Cuba, she said, “Every country 
has the right to live how they want. 

“Social media makes us dumber. 
You get a lot of information but you 
have to process it. I like to dig a lit-
tle deeper.” She added to her pile 
the three issues on special of New 
International, which include the ar-
ticles “The Second Assassination 
of Maurice Bishop,” “Che Guevara, 
Cuba, and the Road to Socialism” 
and “Imperialism’s March Toward 
Fascism and War.” 

Candace Wagner showed The Fight 
Against Jew-Hatred and Pogroms 
in the Imperialist Epoch: Stakes for 
the International Working Class to a 
young man who said he thought Israel 
was guilty of genocide in Gaza. As 
Wagner explained why working peo-
ple should defend Israel as a refuge for 
Jews, a young woman joined the con-
versation. “I was in Israel recently and 
it’s not true that it’s an apartheid state. 
There are Arabs in government, in all 
walks of life,” she said. 

This was in sharp contrast to the oc-
casional yells of “You support geno-
cide” directed at the stand by a small 
group handing out flyers urging a 

boycott of the Indigo bookstore chain, 
which is owned by Jews. 

A volunteer staffing the table sell-
ing Parchment, a magazine of con-
temporary Canadian Jewish writing, 
told this reporter that they were get-
ting a warm reception. 

“I was in Iran for a few months 
during the woman, life, freedom 
demonstrations, and they did make a 
difference,” high school student Nika 
Solatinia told volunteers at our booth. 
In 2022, widespread street protests 
across Iran erupted after the killing 
of Zhina Amini by regime thugs for 
alleged violation of the reactionary 
dress code. 

“Now girls go out wearing regular 
clothes,” she said. “There are deroga-
tory comments, but people are sick 
and tired of all the hate and obviously 
the economic situation.” Solatinia 
picked up a copy of Problems of 
Women’s Liberation and a subscrip-
tion to the Militant. 

Pathfinder volunteers also met staff-
ers at other booths who wanted to keep 
in touch. Tom Best, director of Book 
Clubs for Inmates, described the 45 
reading clubs they’ve set up in prisons 
around the country, as well as their suc-
cessful fight last year to stop Ottawa’s 
plan to eliminate prison librarians. He 
requested a list of the Pathfinder books 
ordered most by prisoners. 

Puerto Rico
Two presentations of the book:

Cuba and the Independence War  
in Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde:

The Fall of the Last Colonial Empire  
in Africa 

by Víctor Dreke Cruz

Wednesday, Oct. 21, 7 p.m. 
Casa Soberanista — San Juan
(in front of Placita Roosevelt, Hato Rey)

Panel: Mary-Alice Waters; Rafael Anglada 
López;  Julio Muriente Pérez;  

Sonia Cepeda (moderator)
Sponsors:  National Hostosiano Independence  

Movement, Socialist Workers Party

* * * 
Saturday, Oct. 24, 5 p.m. 
Loma de la Niña Mariana
Barrio Mariana 2, Humacao

Panel: Marisaura Serrano, Róger Calero;  
Abraham Ruiz 
Sponsor: Arecma

cubadebate

Cubans in Cacocum gather to greet first revolution-trained doctors and dentists in 1965. 
Graduates were accompanied by Fidel Castro, central leader of Cuba’s socialist revolution.
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25, 50, and 75 years ago

October 22, 2001
ST. PAUL, Minn. — Picket lines re-

main strong as more than 22,000 state 
workers remain on strike in Minnesota. 
Members of the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees 
and the Minnesota Association of Pro-
fessional Employees are fighting over 
pay and health coverage.

Gov. Jesse Ventura is the hot topic on 
the picket line. He has threatened lay-
offs if state workers win pay hikes. “I 
can tell you personally, I would be go-
ing to work,” said Ventura in a radio in-
terview. “We’re going to war. In a war, 
everyone has to bite the bullet.”

But every striker spoken to by re-
porters for the Militant was united on 
the need to fight now for living wages 
and against higher heath-care costs 
proposed by the state. A New York 
Firefighters Union member sent a mes-
sage, referring to the World Trade Cen-
ter disaster: “We will mourn our dead. 
You fight like hell for the living.” 

October 22, 1976
NEW ORLEANS — In a little more 

than a week, SWP vice presidential 
candidate Willie Mae Reid has swept 
through six cities in five states. From 
Wisconsin she swung south to Mary-
land, Virginia, Texas, and Louisiana.

Each of the stops on this leg of Reid’s 
tour is an area where the socialist move-
ment has expanded since the beginning 
of the presidential campaign, where 
new socialist campaign headquarters 
are opening. Reid met activists in the 
labor, women’s and Black movements 
everywhere she visited.

Reid addressed a New Orleans 
city-wide rally, along with Juanita 
Tyler, mother of Gary Tyler, who is 
in jail at St. James Parish now fac-
ing a possible death sentence. Tyler 
was convicted of a murder he did not 
commit. Mrs. Tyler said, “He’s just 
not my son now.” For those who be-
lieve in justice, “he is everyone’s son 
and we must all defend him.” 

October 22, 1951
Seizing the Egyptian city of Ismailia, 

the British imperialists turned machine 
guns at pointblank range upon thou-
sands of demonstrating workers and 
students who had gathered to demand 
that these foreign occupiers get out of 
their country. The news of this massacre 
touched off mass demonstrations at Port 
Said, the Suez canal and in Alexandria.

The British who already have some 
60,000 troops stationed in the Suez 
area, are rushing more troops, planes 
and battleships to the area. The de-
mand that the British get out has the 
support of the overwhelming majority 
of the population.

The cause of the Egyptians is a just 
one. They fully merit the support of 
the American people, all the more 
so because Washington is “strongly 
backing” the attempt of the British to 
drown in blood the Egyptian strug-
gle for freedom and independence. 
HANDS OFF EGYPT! 

on the picket line
Ohio school bus drivers strike for 
wages, healthcare and respect

SHARONVILLE, Ohio — Close to 
100 Princeton City school bus drivers 
went on strike here Oct. 1. The work-
ers, who transport over 5,000 students 
daily, are demanding higher wages 
after years of unlivable pay and no 
medical or prescription drug coverage. 
Striking drivers lined the road in front 
of First Student, Inc., the bus compa-
ny that serves several schools in the 
northern suburbs of Cincinnati. 

“First Student is a for-profit company, 
they don’t worry about working fami-
lies,” Tarelle Harris told the Militant. 
Harris is president of Ohio Association 
of Public School Employees Local 184. 

“We don’t have health insurance and 
we need better wages. We make $22.50 
right now and we’re asking for a $3 an 
hour increase up front and $2 more next 
year and the year after. 

“We’re not like truck drivers, their 
freight doesn’t talk, doesn’t move. We’re 
taking care of children, we have to check 
on them,” Harris said. 

Tina Benjamin, a driver for 31 years, 
said last week that she had a child who 
had a serious asthma attack. “I made 

sure the child got an ambulance to the 
hospital right away. That’s the kind of 
drivers we’ve got here, but we’re not get-
ting the money we need to live and we’re 
not getting the respect we deserve.” 

“We treat these kids like they’re our 
own kids. We watch them grow up. In 
fact Tarelle, our union president, used 
to be on my bus,” Benjamin said. Har-
ris said he graduated from Princeton 
High in 2014 and went right to work 
as a bus driver. 

The picket lines are up every school 
day at 11786 Hwy Drive in Sharonville. 
“We’re asking everyone to join us and 
support our fight,” Harris said.

— Betsy Farley

Hundreds of Chicago hotel  
workers strike as marathon nears

CHICAGO — Hundreds of hotel 
workers, members of UNITE HERE 
Local 1, walked out of some of the most 
famous hotels here Oct. 9, going on 
strike just hours before the start of the 
Chicago Marathon, a busy time of the 
year for local hotels and restaurants.  

Workers at the Millennium Hotel 
Knickerbocker Chicago, Palmer House, 
Sheraton Grand Chicago Riverwalk, 

Waldorf Astoria Chicago, Westin Chi-
cago River North and Westin Michigan 
Avenue Chicago had all walked out.  

The union represents room atten-
dants, dishwashers, front desk agents, 
servers and more at 46 hotels in the city. 
Most of the contracts covering around 
7,000 hotel workers expired as of Aug. 
31, the union said, and workers voted 
last month by 85% to authorize a strike.  

“This strike is not about the pay, it’s 
about the exploitation, making us do 
so much work in so little time,” Mari-
ela Bernal told the Militant. Bernal, a 
housekeeper at the Westin Michigan 
Avenue Chicago, has worked there 
for three years.  

“The bosses are making people with 
low seniority work seven days a week. 
Sometimes we have to clean all the 
rooms on two or three floors, at least 
16 rooms, sometimes with people still 
in them! Our cleaning supplies are de-
livered late in the day, but we are still 
expected to get the rooms cleaned in 
eight hours,” she said.  

“When I started, I was 118th on the 
schedule, now we’ve only got 92 ladies 
working,” Juana Sanchez, a housekeep-
er at the Sheraton Grand, told the Chi-
cago Tribune. “The work that is for two 
ladies, there’s only one lady doing it.”  

As a single mom, 46-year-old San-
chez is particularly hurt by the intense 
workload and low pay. “Right now, I 
owe over $40,000,” she said. “When I 
get home, I don’t have the same quality 
time that I get with my kids. I get tired, 
and I just want to get some rest.”

“I work too hard to live like this,” 
LaTonya Jennings, a room attendant 
at the Hilton McCormick Place, told 
CBS News, “I’m tired of robbing Pe-
ter to pay Paul.”  

Since each hotel has a different 
union contract, they are being negoti-
ated separately.  

— Steve   Warshell

BY TONY LANE
PITTSBURGH — Some 1,000 In-

ternational Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers Local 29 members returned 
to work at Duquesne Light Co. after an 
eight-day strike, the first walkout in over 
50 years. Details of the contract have not 
come out publicly, but after the contract 
vote the local leadership put up an Ins-
tagram post saying, “A huge thank you 
to everyone that supported us and all of 
our members for standing with us.” 

WTAE News reported Local 29 
business manager Josh Ewing said 
the new contract features “additional 
staffing, technology advancement, en-
hanced benefits and nonunion workers 
being allowed to organize.” 

The contract came days after a suc-
cessful and spirited strike rally at 
Duquesne Light’s Woods Run facility. 
As picketing continued at other loca-
tions, around 400 members of the union 
blocked off access to the plant here. 
Local 29 President Nicole Greb told 
the crowd, “I’m overwhelmed by the 
support today and on the picket lines.” 
Speakers were interrupted by chants of, 
“Union strong. DLC is wrong!” 

Passing motorists honked horns as 
they drove by picket lines along the two 
Duquesne Light facilities on Beaver Ave. 

The rally and the strike had quite an 
impact in this area near downtown Pitts-
burgh, where other union-organized 
utilities and services are located. When 
the strike began Oct. 1, hundreds of 
pickets set up and greeted the shift walk-
ing out of the plant. “That night was 
unbelievable,” a picket captain told the 
Militant. “It was complete solidarity!” 

“We went out as employees, but we’ll 
go back as Local 29,” Mike Goodwin, 
transmission and distribution represen-
tative, told the rally. “We are a family. 
They are a company.” 

Union say-so over safety and intro-
duction of new technology were big is-
sues in the strike. Ewing told radio sta-
tion KDKA the “humongous workload 
of 60, 70, 80 hours a week” imposed by 
the bosses is a dangerous safety question 
for both workers and customers. 

IBEW’s 8-day strike at Duquesne 
Light in Pittsburgh makes gains

“The company is trying to take away 
our ability to negotiate” over the intro-
duction of new technology, Ewing add-
ed. He said the company had tripled the 
size of its nonunion workforce, put re-
strictions on the union’s right to organize 
and put a heavy reliance on contractors. 
“We need full-time union workers.” 

“This strike is not about money, it’s 
about safety, staffing, the use of non-
union contractors and company re-
fusal to allow organizing them,” John 
Galuska, president of the Allegheny-
Fayette Central Labor Council, told 
the Militant. “And it’s about equalizing 
pensions among workers.”

Kathie Fitzgerald contributed to this 
article.

Militant/Tony Lane

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers members rally at Duquesne Light’s Woods 
Run facility in Pittsburgh Oct. 7 during strike over work hours, safety and union rights.
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Revolutionary action by US workers isn’t just possible, it’s inevitable

Books of 
the month

Where to find distributors of the 
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The French edition of In Defense of 
the US Working Class by Mary-Alice 
Waters is one of Pathfinder’s Books of 
the Month for October. The excerpt is 
from a 2018 talk Waters gave at an in-
ternational conference in Havana dis-
cussing the class struggle in the U.S. 
She addressed the growing resistance 
by working people to the decades-long 
offensive by the bosses and their gov-
ernment. Waters is a member of the So-
cialist Workers Party National Commit-
tee and president of Pathfinder Press. 
Copyright © 2019 by Pathfinder Press. 
Reprinted by permission. 

by Mary-Alice Waters
Is a socialist revolution in the US 

really possible? …
We in the Socialist Workers Party 

are certainly among a small minor-
ity, even among those who call them-
selves socialists, who say without 
hesitation, “Yes, socialist revolution 
is possible in the United States.”

And I would add, no liberating move-
ment can ever be imposed “from the out-
side” on any country. It can only be vic-
torious through the actions of millions.

We say not only is socialist revo-
lution in the US possible. Even more 
important, revolutionary struggles by 
the toilers are inevitable. They will be 
forced upon us by the crisis-driven as-

saults of the propertied classes — as 
we’ve just seen in West Virginia. And 
they will be intertwined, as always, 
with the example of the resistance and 
struggles of other oppressed and ex-
ploited producers around the globe.

What is not inevitable is the outcome. 
That is where political clarity, organiza-
tion, prior experience, discipline, and, 
above all, the caliber and experience of 
proletarian leadership are decisive. …

More than any other labor experi-
ence, it is the Teamsters organizing 
drive that taught us what the US work-
ing class is capable of as it awakens in 
struggle. It taught us how quickly the 
working class can learn the meaning 
of class political independence, prole-
tarian internationalism, and begin to 
transform the union movement into 
an instrument of revolutionary strug-
gle for the entire class and its allies.

The experiences we learned from 
involved organizing a general drivers 
union, an industrial union uniting work-
ers from coal and food delivery truckers 
to taxi drivers, warehouse workers, and 
over-the-road drivers. They involved 
organizing the unemployed, farmers, 
women, and owner-operator indepen-
dent truckers as allies. They included 
launching and training a disciplined 
Union Defense Guard that stopped in 
its tracks a fascist recruitment effort 
promoted by the bosses.

These experiences included the 
broadening international horizons 
of union militants as they followed 

events in Germany, China, and Spain 
and took on gangs of Jew-hating 
thugs. There was growing awareness 
of the need for workers to enter the 
political arena as an independent class 
force, with their own party.

That rapid advance came to an end in 
1939-40 as the pressures of Washing-
ton’s intensifying imperialist war drive 
came down on the labor movement. But 
as [Farrell] Dobbs writes in his “After-
word” to Teamster Bureaucracy, “The 
principal lesson for labor militants to 
derive from the Minneapolis experi-
ence is not that, under an adverse rela-
tionship of forces, the workers can be 
overcome, but that, with proper leader-
ship, they can overcome.”

And that is the principal lesson we 
also learned from the men and women 
who — under Fidel — led the Cuban 
Revolution to victory. …

None of us on this panel today lived 
through the great labor battles of the 
’30s. But several of us were part of the 
generations transformed by our expe-
riences as part of another profoundly 
revolutionary, working-class struggle 
— the mass movement of the 1950s and 
’60s that brought down the Jim Crow 
system of institutionalized race segre-
gation in the US South. That successful 
fight forever changed social relations in 
the North as well as the South, including 
within the working class and unions. …

For many of us, it was that mass, 
Black, proletarian movement in the 
United States, combined at the same 

time with the example given us by 
the workers and farmers of Cuba and 
their advancing revolution, that in-
stilled our generation with unshak-
able confidence in the revolutionary 
capacities of working people.

The story of how those two revolu-
tionary struggles came together for us is 
told in one of the most important books 
you will find on the Pathfinder table at 
the back, Cuba and the Coming Ameri-
can Revolution by Jack Barnes.

“The greatest obstacle to the line of 
march of the toilers,” Jack says in those 
pages, “is the tendency, promoted and 
perpetuated by the exploiting classes, 
for working people to underestimate 
ourselves, to underestimate what we can 
accomplish, to doubt our own worth.” 

What the workers and farmers of 
Cuba showed us is that with class soli-
darity, political consciousness, cour-
age, focused and persistent efforts at 
education, and a revolutionary leader-
ship of a caliber like that in Cuba — a 
leadership tested and forged in com-
bat, in sacrifice, over years — it is pos-
sible to stand up to enormous might 
and numbers that initially seem to pose 
insurmountable odds — and win. …

We have entered what will be de-
cades of economic, financial, and social 
convulsions, of intensifying rivalries 
among capitalist state powers. Decades 
of sharpening class conflicts and dev-
astating bloody wars like those in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Syria, and more. 

The coming years will end in World 
War III — inevitably — if the only 
class capable of doing so, the working 
class, fails to take state power. If we 
fail to take the power to wage war out 
of the hands of the imperialist rulers, 
in the United States above all.

But for us, a sober and realistic as-
sessment of what lies ahead is reason 
neither for panic nor demoralization and 
despair. To the contrary. The years that 
are coming will also bring increasingly 
organized resistance — worldwide 
— by growing vanguards of working 
people pushed to the wall by the capital-
ists’ drive to intensify the exploitation of 
working people in order to reverse their 
declining rate of profit.

It is through those struggles that class 
consciousness, as well as confidence and 
leadership capacity, will develop among 
working people — unevenly but apace.

And time is on our side — not theirs. 
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Rail workers rally in Galesburg, Illinois, July 30, 2022, protesting rail bosses’ refusal to address 
the inhumane work schedules, slashed crew sizes and dangerous work conditions they face.
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Hamas in its own words: 
Jew-hatred, genocide  
and anti-communism

The following is an appendix to 
The Fight Against Jew-Hatred and Po-
groms in the Imperialist Epoch: Stakes 
for the International Working Class. 
Copyright © 2024 by Pathfinder Press. 
Reprinted by permission.

Whatever opinion an individual 
might have of Hamas and of its bloody 
anti-Jewish massacre of 1,200 people 
October 7, 2023, anyone calling for an 
Israeli government ceasefire is in fact 
falling in step with the propaganda 
campaign planned in detail by Hamas’s 
leaders long before the slaughter and 
carried out ever since.

Hamas’s reactionary aim? To sur-
vive another day and keep on slaugh-
tering Jews in Israel.

Hamas ruled Gaza, a de facto state, 
for almost two decades. It busted 
unions, arrested and tortured Pales-
tinian political opponents, and denied 
women any semblance of equal rights. 
It ran the state, in the words of its own 
leaders, as “cover” to prepare assaults 
on Israel and the Jews.

Hamas is trained, financed, and aid-
ed in planning its assaults by the coun-
terrevolutionary bourgeois-clerical 
regime in Tehran. Hamas was joined 
in its butchery, torture, and sexual 
outrages October 7 by Islamic Jihad, 
the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine, and other groups. None of 
them is a liberation organization of the 
Palestinians or anyone else among the 
oppressed and exploited.

Everything Hamas does is aimed 
at annihilating the Jews and destroy-
ing Israel.

Below is what Hamas says for itself.

v

From Hamas’s founding  
1988 covenant

Our struggle against the Jews is 
very great and very serious. It needs all 
sincere efforts. It is a step that inevita-
bly should be followed by other steps. 
The Movement is but one squadron 
that should be supported by more and 
more squadrons from this vast Arab 
and Islamic world, until the enemy is 
vanquished and Allah’s victory is real-
ized. … (Introduction)

“The Day of Judgment will not 
come about until Muslims fight the 

Jews (killing the Jews), when the Jew 
will hide behind stones and trees. The 
stones and trees will say O Muslims, 
O Abdullah, there is a Jew behind me, 
come and kill him.”… (Article 7)

They strived to amass great and 
substantive material wealth, which 
they devoted to the realization of their 
dream. With their money, they took 
control of the world media, news agen-
cies, the press, publishing houses, 
broadcasting stations, and others.

With their money they stirred revo-
lutions in various parts of the world 
with the purpose of achieving their 
interests and reaping the fruit therein. 
They were behind the French Revolu-
tion, the Communist revolution, and 
most of the revolutions we heard and 
hear about, here and there. …

They were behind World War I, 
when they were able to destroy the 
Islamic Caliphate, making financial 
gains and controlling resources. They 
obtained the Balfour Declaration, 
formed the League of Nations through 
which they could rule the world.

They were behind World War II, 
through which they made huge finan-
cial gains by trading in armaments, 
and paved the way for the establish-
ment of their state. It was they who in-
stigated the replacement of the League 
of Nations with the United Nations and 
the Security Council to enable them 
to rule the world through them. There 
is no war going on anywhere, without 
having their finger in it. (Article 22)

The Zionist plan is limitless. After 
Palestine, the Zionists aspire to ex-
pand from the Nile to the Euphrates. 
When they will have digested the re-
gion they overtook, they will aspire 
to further expansion, and so on. Their 
plan is embodied in the “Protocols of 
the Elders of Zion,” and their present 
conduct is the best proof of what we 
are saying. (Article 32)

v

From 2017 Hamas document of 
General Principles and Policies

The establishment of “Israel” is en-
tirely illegal and contravenes the in-
alienable rights of the Palestinian peo-
ple. … There shall be no recognition of 
the legitimacy of the Zionist entity. …

Hamas believes that no part of the 

land of Palestine shall be compro-
mised or conceded, irrespective of 
the causes, the circumstances, and the 
pressures and no matter how long the 
occupation lasts. Hamas rejects any 
alternative to the full and complete 
liberation of Palestine, from the river 
to the sea. (Articles 18–20)

v

Ghazi Hamad member, 
Hamas Political Bureau 
From interview on Lebanese TV, 
October 29, 2023

ghazi hamad: “Everything we do is 
justified.”

The October 7 operation “is just the 
first time, and there will be a second, a 
third, a fourth.”

question: “Does that mean the an-
nihilation of Israel?”

hamad: “Yes, of course.”
“We are proud to sacrifice martyrs.”

v

Mousa Abu Marzouk, 
member Hamas Political Bureau
From interview on ‘Russia Today’, 
October 27, 2023

question: Many people are asking: 
Since you have built 500 kilometers of 
tunnels, why haven’t you built bomb 
shelters, where civilians can hide dur-
ing bombardment.

mousa abu marzouk: We have built 
the tunnels because we have no other 
way of protecting ourselves [Hamas] 
from being targeted and killed. … Ev-
erybody knows that 75 percent of the 
people in the Gaza Strip are refugees, 
and it is the responsibility of the Unit-
ed Nations to protect them.

Later Marzouk added to BBC Ara-
bic: “Do you expect me to fit 2.5 mil-
lion people in the tunnels?”

v

Khaled Mashaal, founding lead-
er of Hamas and member of its 
Political Bureau
From interview on Kuwaiti pod-
cast, January 2024

“We have nothing to do with the 
two-state solution. We reject this no-
tion, because … you are required to 
recognize the legitimacy of the other 
state, which is the Zionist entity.

“This is unacceptable.”

Socialist Workers Party ‘Theses on the 
Jewish Question’ adopted in 1938

Below is an excerpt from “Theses on the Jewish question,” adopted 
by the Socialist Workers Party in 1938, the year the party was founded. 
The party also adopted a second resolution, “Let refugees into United 
States! Open the doors to victims of Hitler’s Nazi Terror!” They are 
in The Founding of the Socialist Workers Party. Copyright © 1982 by 
Pathfinder Press. Reprinted by permission.

Our approach to the Jewish question can be none other than that of 
the international class struggle. In its death agony the capitalist class 
maintains itself in power by resorting to unmitigated brutality and vio-
lence aimed at the working class, particularly at its vanguard. It utiliz-
es every element of hatred and prejudice which it can fan into flame 
to bring about division among the masses and to establish a social 
basis for its fascist, gangster rule. The Jews, by virtue of the fact that 
everywhere they form only a small minority of the population, and 
because anti-Semitism has always been fostered, sometimes openly, 
sometimes in masked form, constitute an easy scapegoat upon whom 
the big bourgeoisie can divert the pent-up, dangerous wrath of the 
backward elements among the masses, and particularly of the des-
perate middle classes. The fascist hirelings of the big bourgeoisie use 
the most vicious, lying propaganda to inflame to pogrom temperature 
the dormant antagonism to the Jews. Precisely because the fomenting 
of anti-Semitism has become an inseparable part of the technique of 
fascist reaction, the revolutionary party has a double duty to perform 
in combating it. It has the duty of exposing the real aims of the capi-
talists, hidden behind the smokescreen of anti-Semitism and thereby 
inoculating the masses against the poison; it has also the special task 
of mobilizing the real defense of the persecuted Jews, a defense of 
necessity based on the might of the organized working class. If these 
tasks are properly carried out, then we can at the same time hope to 
attract to our firm support the Jewish masses. 

DPA/ Gil Cohen-Magen

Oct. 7, 2026, commemoration at site of Nova festival in southern Israel where Hamas thugs mur-
dered 378 people, took hostages and raped and mutilated women three years earlier. Hamas vows 
this won’t be the last pogrom. “Everything we do is justified,” said Hamas leader Ghazi Hamad. 

Pogroms are part of the 
permanent social convulsions and 
wars of the imperialist epoch

Fighting Jew-
hatred is 
of decisive 
importance to 
the working class 
and oppressed 
nations of the 
entire world. 
These books are 
for workers, of 
all ages, skin 
colors and both 
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saying, “Enough 
is enough.”

$10
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Meetings protest Jew-hatred
day to celebrate the massacre, claim-
ing the pogrom was a “glorious” ac-
tion that advanced the liberation of 
the Palestinian people. 

“Know your truth. Be strong. Be 
loud. Don’t give up,” Andrei Kozlov 
told some 400 people at the Oct. 7 
commemoration at the Museum of 
Jewish Heritage in Lower Manhat-
tan. Kozlov, who is not Jewish, was 
a security guard at the Nova festival, 
where he was taken hostage by Hamas 
and held captive for 246 days until an 
Israeli army raid freed him. 

Speaking to some 2,000 people at 
the Oct. 7 commemoration in Bev-
erly Hills, in Los Angeles County, 
Modi Ephraim, consul general of 
Israel to the Pacific Southwest, said, 
“Anti-Zionism is fueling the highest 
number of antisemitic attacks since 
the Holocaust.” He pointed to the 
organized murder of Jews in Boul-
der, Colorado; Manchester, England; 
Bondi Beach, Australia; Montreal; 
and Washington, D.C. 

Hamas spent years planning the 
pogrom, including simulating at-
tacks using models of the kibbutzim 
its thugs planned to destroy. Hamas 
methodically organized to lull Israeli 
officials into believing that despite its 
calls for slaughter of Jews, it had be-
come more “pragmatic” and could be 
worked with. This was all a lie. 

Hamas also murdered more than 
50 immigrant farmworkers as well 24 
Arab citizens of Israeli — often after 
brutal torture. In the eyes of Hamas, 
working with Jews as equals is a 
crime punishable by death. 

Hamas knew that many of those 
targeted, like at Kibbutz Be’eri, were 
activists in peace groups that back 
calls for a separate Palestinian state, 
viewing the government of Israel as 
an obstacle to “peace.” It didn’t mat-
ter. To Hamas all Jews are the enemy. 

Hamas wants civilian ‘martyrs’
Hamas knew that once it launched 

the pogrom Israel would fight back. 
That’s why Hamas built its weapons 
caches and command posts under-
neath hospitals, schools, residential 
housing, mosques and U.N. offices, 
using Palestinian civilians as human 
shields. It wanted to maximize the 
number of civilian deaths it could 
claim as martyrs to their movement. 

Despite all these facts, Israel’s de-
fensive war to ensure that Hamas can 
no longer launch new pogroms to 
murder Jews is constantly slandered 
as “genocide.”

The most open and virulent Jew-
hatred — often cloaked with the la-
bel of “anti-Zionism” — comes from 
middle-class radicals and pro-Hamas 
groups. But more “mainstream” forc-
es, from the Nobel Peace Prize com-
mittee to New York Times columnists, 
feel free to bandy about the blood libel 
that Israel is committing “genocide” 
in Gaza. They are increasingly joined 
by politicians from both the left and 
the right of bourgeois politics. 

These capitalist news outlets cover 
up the fact that since its formation, 
Hamas has openly declared its goal 
is to kill or expel all the Jews in Pal-
estine and destroy Israel, the only 
refuge for Jews in the world. Hamas’ 
1988 covenant quotes the czarist-

NY Mayor Mamdani’s remarks Oct. 7 attack Jews, Israel
by brian williams

New York City Mayor Zohran Mam-
dani delivered a message Oct. 7, the 
third anniversary of the bloody Hamas 
pogrom in Israel, the biggest assault on 
Jews since the Holocaust. But he focused 
not on that atrocity, but on slanders 
against Israel, charging it was carrying 
out an “ongoing genocide in Gaza.” 

He paid lip service to “the horrific 
war crimes of October 7,” but said noth-
ing about Hamas’ systematic slaughter-
ing of 1,200 people, overwhelmingly 
Jewish civilians; wounding thousands 
more; taking more than 250 hostages, 
many it held for months; and raping and 
mutilating dozens of women. 

The mayor focused his remarks on 
blaming the Israeli government for 
“genocide,” killing “more than 74,000 
Palestinians” as part of its “occupation 
and apartheid.” 

An editorial the following day in the 
Wall Street Journal titled “Celebrating 
Hamas on Oct. 7,” notes, “Mr. Mamdani 
passes off the Hamas-supplied Gaza 
casualty figure as if all the dead were 
civilians, not bothering to mention that 
at least 25,000 are believed to have been 
terrorist combatants.” 

And, of course, the pro-Hamas 
mayor failed to acknowledge the fact 
that Hamas’ death squads built a mas-
sive tunnel network for its military op-
erations and set up command posts and 
weapons storage depots under schools, 
hospitals, homes, U.N. warehouses and 
mosques, hoping to maximize civilian 

deaths, creating “martyrs” of Israeli 
brutality. The fact is, Israeli forces tried 
to minimize civilian casualties, includ-
ing sending messages to people’s cell-
phones who were in harm’s way.

Mamdani also participated in an 
Oct. 7 remembrance candlelight vigil 
in Union Square Park in Manhattan or-
ganized by Israelis for Peace. Speakers 
there read testimonies from families of 
some of those killed by Hamas, as well 
as testimonies about Palestinians killed 
by Israel Defense Forces in Gaza. 

As the rally was about to begin, 
hundreds of pro-Hamas supporters 
swept in trying to disrupt the vigil. 
They yelled Jew-hating rants, includ-
ing, “We don’t want peace with Israe-
lis. We sent your people to hell on Oct. 
7.” Organizers of the vigil were able to 
move it to another part of the park. 

The mayor stood silent throughout all 
this. He did not speak at the vigil, nor 
address the protesters’ actions. 

The mayor’s Oct. 7 statement was 
condemned by a number of Jewish or-
ganizations. “Not once” did he say the 
word “‘Jews,’” Jonathan Greenblatt, 
CEO of the Anti-Defamation League, 
told the media. 

“The Jewish people should be afford-
ed this one day to mourn the murdered, 
the raped and the children left orphaned, 
without having their grief reframed as 
an indictment of Israel,” Jack Simony, 
president of the Auschwitz Jewish Cen-
ter Foundation, wrote. 

The following day at a news confer-

ence in Brooklyn, the mayor defended 
his message. “I was proud to attend 
last night’s vigil,” he claimed, but fo-
cused on repeating the charge that the 
Israeli government used the Oct. 7 at-
tack as a “justification for an ongoing 
genocide against Palestinians.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu had answered this charge in a 
speech at the U.N. General Assembly 
two weeks earlier. “Accusing Israel of 
genocide is the greatest lie of the centu-
ry,” he said. On Oct. 7, he noted, “there 
wasn’t a single Israeli then in Gaza, not 
a civilian, not a soldier, not one.” 

“What genocidal regime gives a mil-
lion polio vaccinations to the enemy’s 
population? What genocidal regime 
enables the distribution of 2 million 
tons of food into Gaza?” 

“Israel didn’t commit genocide. Israel 
prevented genocide,” he said. 

They prevented genocide aimed, as 
so many times in history, at the Jews. 
Hamas leaders have said over and over 
they will never cease their efforts to 
eliminate all the Jews. 

“The lies you and other antisemites 
spread about the Jews and the Jew-
ish state have real consequences,” 
Netanyahu said about Mamdani in 
his speech. “In New York, Jews are 
threatened on the way to synagogue. 
Jews have been stabbed in the streets. 
Jews are demonized. They’re targeted 
simply for being Jews. Jews have been 
murdered in Sydney, Manchester, 
Montreal, Boulder, Colorado.” 

epoch forgery “The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion” promoting the lie that 
Jews control the world. 

Hamas, al-Husseini and Hitler
In fact, Hamas traces its continu-

ity to the Egypt-based Muslim Broth-
erhood and Amin al-Husseini, the 
Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, who col-
laborated with the Nazis during World 
War II. From a wealthy landlord fam-
ily, al-Husseini’s political life back to 
the 1920s was marked by Jew-hating 
pogroms, when few believed a Jewish 
state was even possible. 

Before the rise of fascist Germany 
and Adolf Hitler’s Nazi party, most 
Jews in Europe had no intention of 
moving to Palestine. The Holocaust 
changed everything.

The Moscow-dominated Commu-
nist Party in Germany, despite hav-
ing the support of millions of workers 
there, refused to join with the Social-
ist Party to fight fascism. Instead, 
they stood aside as Jew-hatred flour-
ished, saying, “After Hitler, our turn.” 

As the Nazis moved to impose their 
“Final Solution,” Jews attempting to 
flee were turned away by all the major 
imperialist powers, including Wash-
ington, London and Ottawa. 

By the time the war ended, two out of 
three Jews in Europe — some 40% of 
Jews worldwide — had been murdered 
by the Nazis. The U.S., British and oth-
er imperialist victors still refused to ac-
cept Jews who survived Hitler’s death 
camps. The British used military force 
to try and prevent Jews from escaping 
to what was to become Israel. 

Where were the Jews to go? Shut out 
elsewhere, they found ways to get to 

Palestine. Jewish leaders accepted the 
United Nations partition plan for two 
states, one Palestinian, and one Jewish. 

Arab misleaders attack Israel in 1948
But the reactionary semifeudal land-

lord misleaders of Arabs in the region 
joined with al-Husseini. They attacked 
the new Israeli state, hoping to demol-
ish it before it could be established. 
They failed at a tremendous cost in hu-
man lives to both sides in the war. 

Israel exists today as the only ref-
uge from Jew-hatred for Jews in the 
world. And one small proof that Israel 
and the Jews oppose genocide against 
Arabs, Muslims or Palestinians is that 
today some 20% of the citizens of Is-
rael are Arabs. 

Just two days after Oct. 7 this year, 
former U.N. human rights chief Navi 

Pillay, who presided over a commis-
sion that declared Israel was commit-
ting genocide in Gaza, was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Last year Pillay spoke out in de-
fense of a member of her commission 
who said that social media is “con-
trolled largely by the Jewish lobby.” 

Israel will not — and should not — 
back off defending itself as a refuge 
for Jews. One atom bomb dropped on 
Israel — a country roughly the size 
of New Jersey — could kill half the 
Jews in the world. 

Since Oct. 7, 2023, Israeli forces have 
struck big blows to Tehran, Hamas’ pri-
mary enabler; to Hamas; Hezbollah in 
Lebanon; the Houthis in Yemen; and 
other members of Tehran’s “axis of re-
sistance.” These advances are in the in-
terests of working people everywhere.

German Federal Archives

Amin al-Husseini, Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, meets with Adolf Hitler in Berlin in November 
1941, offers collaboration “in the struggle against three common enemies: the English, the 
Jews and Bolshevism.” Hamas traces its continuity to al-Husseini and the Muslim Brotherhood.
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1965: Lowndes right to vote battle
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County, one of the most reactionary 
Ku Klux Klan strongholds in Ala-
bama. 

Led by Stokely Carmichael, mem-
bers of the Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee stepped away from 
the march to talk with local Blacks 
who came out to greet the marchers 
and discuss plans for a voter registra-
tion drive. After the march Carmichael 
and other SNCC leaders immediately 
returned to Lowndes.

From bitter experience, these fight-
ers knew that neither the Democratic 
nor Republican parties offered any 
protection from deadly assault by 
white supremacists, let alone any as-
sistance in the struggle to overturn 
Jim Crow. SNCC’s goal was to or-
ganize the broadest layer of working 
people in Lowndes County to take 
their destinies into their own hands, 
including by establishing an indepen-
dent Black political party. 

In 1965 not a single Black was reg-
istered to vote in Lowndes County, de-
spite Blacks making up 81% of its pop-
ulation of 15,000. Many were seasonal 
farm laborers, sharecroppers or maids. 
As the fight against Jim Crow spread 
in the early 1960s, no actions to protest 
Jim Crow had taken place there. 

But under the impact of victories 
against segregation across the South 
— from the Montgomery bus boycott 
to the Freedom Rides to the Battle of 
Birmingham to the Selma-to-Mont-
gomery march — a layer of African 
Americans in the county were look-
ing for a way to fight. They were led 
by John Hulett. 

He had left Lowndes in 1948 to find 
work in a foundry in Birmingham, 
where he joined the foundry workers 
union and the NAACP. Hulett also 
joined the armed self-defense team 
organized to protect Rev. Fred Shut-
tlesworth, the central leader of the 
Birmingham desegregation fight. He 
returned to Lowndes in 1959. 

Just weeks before the Selma-to-
Montgomery march set out, Hulett 
led 39 Blacks to try to register at 
the county courthouse. They were 
turned back. 

Viola Liuzzo, a civil rights fighter 
from Detroit, had come to join the 

march. After it concluded in Mont-
gomery, she volunteered to drive par-
ticipants home. On the way, she was 
murdered by the Klan in Lowndes. 
At a meeting to mark her death at 
Mount Gillard Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 100 Blacks formed the 
Lowndes County Christian Move-
ment for Human Rights. 

SNCC volunteers in Lowndes 
worked with this newly formed group, 
going door to door to broaden the reach 
of the movement. In one rural area, 
Carmichael rode a mule from house to 
house. He audaciously backed off cops 
who tried to prevent him from handing 
out flyers to high school students, who 
were clamoring to get involved. 

Following the passage of the 1965 
Voting Rights Act in August, the 
federal government sent registrars to 
Lowndes to sign up Blacks. African 
Americans lined up day after day 
to register and it became clear they 
would soon be a majority of voters in 
the county. 

Racists launch reign of terror
To try to quell the movement’s 

momentum, a sheriff’s deputy shot 
and killed Jonathan Daniels, a SNCC 
volunteer from Massachusetts, 
and SNCC’s freedom library was 
bombed. Lowndes activists respond-
ed by organizing armed convoys to 
get people to and from meetings and 
posting armed sentries outside lead-
ers’ homes. 

With the threat of violence pushed 
back, wealthy white landowners be-
gan a wave of evictions of the Black 
sharecroppers who were backing 
the desegregation fight. In response, 
Lowndes activists set up a tent city to 
house the evictees. In Detroit former 
Lowndes residents and members of 
the Friends of SNCC collected food 
and clothing from the United Auto 
Workers and other unions to distrib-
ute to the evicted sharecroppers. 

The supplies were delivered by 
Rosa Parks, who had helped initiate 
the Montgomery bus boycott by re-
fusing to sit in the back of a bus and 
who was now co-chair of the Detroit 
SNCC support group. She spoke to a 
mass meeting in Lowndes. 

For decades most African American 

farmers had been kept out of federal 
government price support and loan 
programs. In November 1965, SNCC 
led Black farmers in Lowndes to fight 
for representation on the government 
bodies dispensing those funds. The 
effort was defeated, reinforcing the 
growing understanding among Blacks 
that a break with the parties that up-
held segregation was needed. 

At a mass meeting April 2, 1966, the 
Lowndes County Freedom Organiza-
tion was formed as an independent 
political party. Because illiteracy was 
so widespread — among Caucasians 
as well as Blacks — political parties 
in Alabama had to choose a symbol 
their supporters would pick when they 
voted. For Alabama Democrats, it was 
a white rooster. The LCFO chose a 
snarling black panther. 

“We aren’t asking any longer for 
protection — we won’t need it — or 
for anyone to come from the outside 
to speak for us, because we’re go-
ing to speak for ourselves now and 
from now on,” Hulett said at a 1966 
rally in Los Angeles against the Viet-
nam War. “And I think not only in 
Lowndes … not only in the South, but 
in the North. I hope they too will start 
thinking for themselves.”  

Working-class candidates
The party’s slate of candidates, all 

working people, ran on a program 
demanding a halt to segregationist 
violence, aid to Black farmers, a halt 
to evictions, improved schools for 
Black children and higher taxes on 
wealthy landowners. 

Willie Ricks, a SNCC field orga-
nizer in the county, addressed the 
party’s nominating convention in 
May. Alabama governor “George 
Wallace is a Democrat,” he said. So 
are “the people who work you for $3 
a day” and those who “call them-
selves the Ku Klux Klan.” 

Willie Bolden, 81, cast his first vote 
in the party’s primary, saying it “made 
me think I was sort of somebody.”

Socialist Workers Party leaders 
Betsey Stone and John Benson visited 
Lowndes on different occasions in 
1966, working with Hulett and writ-
ing first-hand accounts of the unfold-
ing struggle for the Militant. Mem-
bers of the Lowndes County Freedom 
Organization are “continuously can-
vassing the community, going house 
to house,” Stone wrote. They hold 
“frequent meetings” where “the can-
didates speak and political questions 
are discussed.” 

The liberal New York Times smeared 
the LCFO, calling it “disruptive” for 
breaking the two-party control over 
politics. In contrast, Benson said, “I 
have never met people so united and 
enthusiastic about what they were do-
ing. They are proud of their new party 
and go out of their way to explain what 
they are doing and why.”

The LCFO candidates won 41% of 
the vote for county offices in their 
first outing that year, short of what 
they needed to get elected. But this 
example of independent working-
class political action was a proud 
moment in the deepening struggle 
against Jim Crow. 
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Opposition to death penalty grows in Iran

AP Photo/Horace Cort

African American workers and farmers, members of Lowndes County Freedom Organization, 
meet in Hayneville, Alabama, May 3, 1966, to elect party nominees for coming local elections.

“You flogged our colleagues in or-
der, as you imagined, to intimidate 
the vast number of colleagues in the 
oil industry who have been made un-
employed,” the Council for Organiz-
ing Protests by Oil Contract Workers 
stated Oct. 11. “When the anger of oil 
workers erupts, no savage and repres-
sive force will be able to withstand it.” 

“Under the shadow of war, repression 
and executions, our livelihoods have 
been destroyed more than ever,” they 
wrote a week earlier. “The executions 
must stop immediately.”

Sheikh Abdul Hamid, the central 
leader of the Baluch, an oppressed 
nationality based in Sistan-Baluch-
istan province, has also been speak-

ing out against the death penalty.
“Imprisonment and execution are not 

the solution,” Abdul Hamid told hun-
dreds at Friday services in Zahedan Oct. 
9. “The scale of executions being carried 
out in the country today is unprecedent-
ed in the history of Islam.” 

“These executions only widen the 
gap between the people and the gov-
erning authorities,” he said. “Vio-
lence and executions breed resent-
ment and hatred.” 

Oppressed nationalities — Baluch, 
Kurds, Afghans, Arabs and others — 
disproportionately face execution by 
the regime, mostly for drug and other 
criminal offenses. But the number of 
those executed on trumped-up politi-
cal charges is growing. 
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pen in his hand. That was a week after his cab’s GPS 
tracker showed he had stopped along the West Side 
Highway.  

Originally from Tanzania, Siwa was hospital-
ized in July for a stroke that left him with visible 
facial paralysis. But his doctor said he was cleared 
to work. Like Dem, Siwa was on a lease-to-own 
contract requiring weekly payments.  

Richard Coulibaly, a 73-year-old cab driver from 
Ivory Coast, also on the hook to Queens Medallion, 
died in his cab during an intense heat wave here July 2.  

Jagjit Singh was found dead from a suspected heart 
attack in his cab in the West Village Sept. 11.  

Conditions for yellow taxi drivers have declined 
sharply since the introduction of strong competition 
from Lyft and Uber, companies that have more than 
84,000 cars licensed to operate in the city. There are 
just over 10,000 active yellow cabs today, whose driv-
ers have to work ever-increasing hours to bring in an 
average of about $387 in fares a day.  

Desai said a recent union survey of over 400 cab 
drivers found that 10% of them knew drivers who had 
become homeless and 30% of those surveyed were be-
hind on rent or mortgage payments last year.  

For many cab drivers the four deaths brought back 
memories of at least eight cab drivers who found 
their situation so difficult they committed suicide in 
2018. Drivers who had purchased taxi medallions — 
that at one point cost over $1 million each and were 
marketed to cabbies as a lifetime investment — 
found themselves drowning in debt after Uber and 
Lyft gutted what had been a government-enforced 
monopoly for the taxi industry, driving down the 
value of the medallions.  

Growing hardships for Uber drivers
Uber and Lyft drivers are facing harder times too. 

While the costs of these rides rose nearly 10% last 
year, that extra money isn’t going into the pockets 
of the drivers. In June, Business Insider reported on 
a study covering ride-sharing data from three driv-
ers in Dallas; Miami; and Tampa, Florida. Over a 
decade Uber bosses’ cut rose above 50% in some 
cities, well above the 15% to 20% the company used 
to take out of drivers’ fares.  

That shift, benefiting the bosses’ profits by 
squeezing drivers’ income, along with fewer cus-
tomers as working people hit with inflation cut 
back on using cabs of all kinds, has left app drivers 
scrambling. “I used to make a minimum of $300 a 
day,” Anja Holthoff, an Uber and Lyft driver for 10 
years in Atlanta, said. “Now, sometimes, it takes 
me two days to make that.”  

All cab drivers in New York have a tough time 
finding a place to take a meal break or use a rest-
room. They compete for just 151 parking spots south 
of 60th Street in Manhattan that the city has set 
aside for yellow cab drivers, and another 137 spots 
they share with app drivers. They face fines of $115 
to $150 if they leave their cars, even briefly, in re-
stricted or no-standing zones.  

Mayor Zohran Mamdani took a yellow taxi to his 
inauguration on Jan. 1 driven by Richard Chow, the 
brother of one of the cab drivers who committed sui-
cide in 2018. But this was just show, no concrete help 
for drivers has come from the mayor’s office.  

The Department of Transportation is discussing 
a one-year pilot plan that could expand the num-
ber of rest stops cab drivers can use. But “drivers 
have been hearing that ad nauseam for decades,” 
Desai said last September.  

Of more consequence, the Taxi Workers Alliance 
is stepping up its long-standing fight for disability in-
surance, expanded sick leave and healthcare for driv-
ers. “If you get sick, you’re pretty much on your own,” 
Wain Chin, a yellow cab driver for 30 years, told the 
New York Times. And with times getting tougher, he 
said, “forget about retirement. We don’t have nothing.”  

by beatrice bowen
MONTREAL — Some 200 people gathered here 

Oct. 7 in a vigil organized by several Jewish student 
organizations at both McGill and Concordia — Isra-
el on Campus, Jewish Law Student Association and 
the Medical & Dental Jewish Student Association 
— to mark the third anniversary of the murderous 
Oct. 7 pogrom in Israel by Hamas.  

Organizers invited the public to join Jewish stu-
dents at McGill’s Lower Field, where a pro-Hamas 
encampment stood two years ago. Allied Voices for 
Israel also supported the vigil.  

“We’re here to celebrate life. Three years ago was 
the deadliest, most horrific attack on our people 
since the Holocaust,” Elias Manevich, one of the 
student organizers of the vigil, said opening the pro-
gram. “As Jewish students we got no support from 
our professors. We were harassed on campus and we 
saw attacks on Jews, like the firebombing in Dollard 
des Ormeaux, so it was important to come together 
to support Israel and Jews here in Canada.”  

On Dec. 18, 2024, the Congregation Beth Tikvah 
synagogue in the West Island suburb of Dollard Des 
Ormeaux was firebombed by Mohamed Ilyess Ako-
dad, shattering glass, causing smoke damage and 
more. The explosion also smashed a glass door at a 
nearby Jewish community organization.  

Lee Rahav, who helped defend the Nirim Kib-
butz as Hamas thugs came across the Gaza bor-
der into Israel, described the fight to save people’s 
lives. Hamas “came with only one goal — to kill, 
rape and destroy as much as they could.” Rahav 
also spoke to hundreds at another commemora-
tion that evening organized by the Federation 
Combined Jewish Appeal.  

Several students who had family or friends killed 
or injured during the pogrom addressed the crowd, 
as did a Holocaust survivor originally from Hunga-
ry, who spoke from his wheelchair. Holding a sign 
reading “We will not be silent,” he described the 
horror of the Holocaust, adding “I see the seeds of 
what happened then, today. Never again!”  

The U.S. imperialist rulers, with their Demo-
cratic and Republican parties in tow, are working 
nonstop to try to poison the minds of working 
people about Cuba as they intensify their drive 
to starve the Cuban people into submission and 
crush their socialist revolution. 

Washington slanders Cuba’s leadership, from Fidel 
and Raúl Castro to those serving today, and the mis-
sions they’ve led to aid other peoples fighting for inde-
pendence, in Africa, the Americas and elsewhere. It 
falsely claims that in doing so, Cuba “exports revolu-
tion” and supports “left-wing terrorism.” 

There is no better way of countering Washington’s 
lies than reading and distributing Cuba and the Inde-
pendence War in Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde: The 
Fall of the Last Colonial Empire in Africa by Víctor 
Dreke, who led Cuban combatants fighting alongside 
the liberation forces there. The book, available in Eng-
lish, French, Spanish and Arabic, describes an exciting 
but little known piece of class-struggle history that il-
lustrates the boundless capacities of working people. 

It brings alive the determination and pride of 
the people of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde as 
they fought to free their country from five cen-
turies of colonial domination. Their victorious 
struggle triggered the collapse of the Portuguese 
empire across Africa and brought down the fas-
cist dictatorship in Portugal itself. 

Under the Portuguese rulers’ boot, 99% of the pop-
ulation of Guinea-Bissau was disenfranchised, life 
expectancy was 37, malnutrition widespread and the 
peasants subjected to forced labor. 

Cuba “sent its children to fight by our side, to 
shed their blood in our land together with the best 
children of our country,” Luis Cabral, then presi-
dent of Guinea-Bissau, explained in 1977. 

The book describes the outstanding qualities of 
Amílcar Cabral, the central leader of the African Par-
ty for the Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde. 
The PAIGC fought to counter tribal antagonisms, and 
championed women’s equality and their participation 
in the leadership of the struggle. It organized the coun-
try’s toilers to come together and fight to win their na-
tional liberation, to forge their own future. 

“Our enemy isn’t the people of Portugal. Our en-
emy is Portuguese colonialism,” Cabral said. Cap-
tured Portuguese soldiers were treated with respect, 
and many returned home to join the fight to over-
throw the fascist dictatorship there. 

Cabral taught combatants to see themselves as 
part of the world. “Our struggle is worth nothing 
if it’s not deeply tied to those of other peoples in 
the Portuguese colonies,” he said. 

Cuba’s unprecedented aid was only possible be-
cause of the transformation Cuban workers and 
farmers had lived through in making a socialist rev-
olution. Under the leadership of Fidel Castro, they 
nationalized the country’s factories and banks, and 
the land, taking them into their own hands. They 
opened the door to the eradication of all forms of 
oppression and exploitation. 

“The Cuban people, led by Fidel, had brought 
about profound changes in our society,” Alfonso 
Pérez Morales, one of the Cuban volunteers in 
Guinea-Bissau, explains in the book. 

What they helped accomplish must become 
more widely known by workers everywhere. It 
can inspire us to step up the fight to end Washing-
ton’s assaults against Cuba today. Join Socialist 
Workers Party members in distributing the book, 
organizing meetings to discuss it and what it helps 
show we are capable of. 

‘Militant’ Prisoners’ Fund
The fund makes it possible to send prisoners reduced 
rate subscriptions. Send a check or money order pay-
able to the ‘Militant’ and earmarked “Prisoners’ Fund” 
to 306 W. 37th St., 13th Floor, New York, NY 10018. 

Or donate online at www.themilitant.com
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